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At a glance 

3 Editorial: F.orgiveness . 
Forgiveness is once of the most important teachings of the Bible, 

but it is essential that an individual forgive himself after receiving 
forgiveness from God. Editor J. Evercn Sneed outlines the answer to the 
question: "How is forgiveness possible?" and enumerates the scriptural 
steps to forgiveness. 

5 'There is a spirit in man' 
Sanctily of Human Life Sunday is jan. 20. Richard land , executive 

director of the SBC Christian life Commission, offers a biblical account 
of the sacredness of human life and calls for Christians to sound the 
clarion call against aui tudes and actions which assault that sanctity. 

6 When a nursing home is necessary 
In this second article in a series on long-term care for the cldeil"y, 

s,uggcsted criteria for a family making the difficult decision to place a 
parent in a nursing home is offered. Different kinds of long-term institu­
tional care arc explored, along with a guide for decision-making to 
enable families tO shift their attention to the facilities available. 

14 A new direction 
Bob Gross, former director of the Hope Migrant Mission 

Center, and his wife, Karen , have moved to Birmingham, Ala ., where 
she will be an editor in the products division ·of the SBC Woman's Mis­
sionary Union. During the years the Grosses served the center, there 
were 2 ,048 professions of faith . 

19 Cruzan ruling 'disturbing' 
1\vo staff members of the SBC Christian Life Commission fear 

that the death by starvation and dehyradation of Nancy Cruzan forbodes 
even greater threats ro the sacredness of human life. Cruzan, 33, died 
Dec. 26, 12 days after a court in Missouri ruled that feeding through a 
tube into her sromach could be stopped. 

2 3 _Missionary attrition rate rises 
Mission workers leave the field in one of four ways: 

retirements, resignation , death , and completion of service. A combina­
tion of few missionary appointments and slightly higher rares of resigna­
tions and retirements have caused the att rition rate to be grearer than in 
past y<ars. If allowed to continue, Southern Baptists ' Bold Mission 
Thrust goal of having a foreign mission force of 5,000 by the end of 
A.D. 2000 will be in jeopardy. 
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Forgiveness 
] . EVERETT SNEED 

Forgiveness is one of the most important 
teachings of the Bible. Everyone needs 
forgiveness from God and to forgive the 
wrongs which others have committed 
against him. It also is essential thou-he 
forgive himself after receiving forgiveness 
from God. Without forgiyeness, one' is 
burdened · down by sin and may reach a 
point at which he can no longer be a pro­
ductive part of society. 

Forgiveness is necessary because of the 
reality of sin. Today there are a variety of 
concepts regarding sin. Some deny the ex­
istence of sin. Others laugh at sin. But, 
perhaps the most dangerous attitude 
toward sin is that which to nes it down so 
that it doesn't appear to be quite so bad. 

Basically, sin is rebellion. john, the 
beloved disciple, said, ' 'Sin is transgression 
of the law" {1 jn. 3:4c). So, the essence of 
sin is lawlessness or rebellion. 

Sin is universal in its reach. Both the Old 
and New Testaments declare this fact. The 
Psalmist David declared , "There is none 
that doeth good, no, not one" (Ps. 53:3b). 
john, in the New Testament, declared, "If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his Word is not in us'' (1 jn. 
1: 10). So forgiveness is necessary because 
of sin. 

Second, it is essential that we forgive 
others. Since we live in an imperfect world, 
people will do things which harm, offend, 
and distress others. Sometimes·· these 
wrongs arc committed without any 
thought of bringing harm or stress tO 

sin is death." 

Reformation , ~s a 
man almost .des­
troyed by guilt. His 
guilt haunted him 
day and night. He felt 
a sense of impending, 
divine doom that 
comes from the 
knowledge, even 
withOut the Bible, 
that "the wages of 

It was only after Luther experienced the 
grace of God in Christ that he was freed 
from this sense of guilt. It is not surpris· 
ing that one of Luther's 'major teac:hings is 
the doctrine of forgiveness. 

Forgiveness of self also is essential. Many 
who seek God's forgiveness and forgive 
others, fail to forgive themselves. Once 
God has forgiven a person.for his sin, it is 
essential that he forgive himself. Failure to 
do so will make life dark1 ,dreary, and in­
describably sad. 

But, the most basic question is: How is 
forgiveness possible? Since God is holy, 
righteous and just, how can he forgive our 
sins? The total sin debt has been paid by 
Christ. When our Master died on the cross, 
he tOok our place. The complete debt of 
sin has been paid. 

The resurrection completes the work 
that Christ did on the cross. A dead Christ 
could not be Savior. His resurrection gives 
assurance that God had accepted his aton· 
ing wo rk o n the c ross. The Apostle Paul 
said, ''Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification" 

(Ro. 4:25). Conversely Paul declared, :·u 
Christ be not risen, your faith is vain ; ye 
are yet in your sins" {1. Co. 15:17). 

The Scripture clearly defines the steps in 
receiving God's forgiveness. First, one is to 
repent of his Sin. The word " repent" 
comes from the Greek and means a total 
change of heart. When an individual 
repents he is saying, "I am not only sorry 
fo r what I did wrong, but I am s.orry for 
being the kind of person who falls short 
ofGoq's perfect plan. By God's help I will 
not commit this sin again." 

Second, one must confess his sin. The 
word "confess" nieans to agree with God 
in his assessment of ·our actions and 
character. When this is done our sin is com· 
pletely forgiven as far as God is concern­
ed. The beloved apostle said, "If we con­
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness" (1 jn. 1:9). 

Since conf~ssion is an essential step of 
forgivenes~. it is important that we never 
pretend that sin is not sin. When an in· 
dividual denies the reality of sin, he is 
eliminating the possibility of receiving 
forgiveness. 

Once an individual has repented of his 
sins and confessed, he must accept the gift 
of forgiveness. It is true that one can never 
deserve or earn forgivenesS, but God in his 
grace. and love provides it for him. Because 
Christ died for us " while we were yet sin· 
ners," forgiveness Is offered as a gift and 
we can accept it and know the joy that only 
children of God can have. 

We, as Christians, need to celebrate the 
greatness of God 's good news of 
forgiveness. This is not a ticket m commit 
sin, but a joyous truth for Christians who 
are seeking to serve the Master day by day. 

another. On other occasions, wrongs arc ,-----------------------------, 
committed for self gain, vengeance, or one 
of many other reasons. 

Why should one forgive another who 
has wronged him? First, we are. to forgive 
because God has fo rgiven us. jesus said, 
"For with what judgment ye judge, ye shaU 
be judged: and with what measure ye meet , 
it shall be measured to you again" (Mt. 7:2). 

Second, forgiveness of others is essential 
because hate will destroy a person. One 
who hates, broods, and lies awake nights 
harbo ring unforgiveness will ultimately 
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SPEAK UP 
MIKE HUCKABEE 

The President's RANDAll O'BRIEN 

Corner A Pastor's Perspective 
God ca lls and 

equips people for 
full -time evangelism 

Catchin' fish & catchin' on 

and othe.r types of "Beware lest )'Ou sar in your, heart , 
itinerant ministry. 'My power and the might of my hand 
There are some very have gonen me thi s wealth' "(Ot. 8:17). 
gifted and anointed Dad would get off work 'a t Tbe 
people s ~ rving as McComb Enterprise:fournnl at 4:00 
preachers, singers , every afternoon. And I'd watch for him . 
church growth consultants, and church He was a printer at the town news pape r 
financial consultants. As a pastor, I seck to and 1 was plenty proud of him. 
use those whose calling is to se rve aU the 1 could hardly wa i£! I knew Pa was 
churches instc:id of one local fellowship. al ready ready. My Grandpa. o r Pa, as we 

Despite the testimony of many paswrs ca lled him, already would have walked 
who say, "I don't use full · time evangelists, horne from the McComb Water Plant 
bc:cuase I got burned once," jt has been my where he worked, gotten his fishing pole 
experience that most in full-time itinerJnt ou t from under the house, have his hat 
ministry operate with a great sense of in- on, and be si ttin' ou t on the porch 
tegrity and are a blessing to the church . wai tin' for us. pullin' out his pocket 

just like there are pastors who don't watch every now and then , lookin' at the 
always treat evangelists, singers, and con· timepiece he boasted kept "railroad 
ference leaders right (as when a " love of- time." 
fe ring '' is received , but portions are kept 1 could hardly wa it ! Goin ' fish in with 
for the church to usc tO pay expenses of Daddy and· Pa! Wha t could be better'n 
the reviva.l , etc.), there are unfortunately that? When Dad wo uld get home, us 
traveling ministers whose "me first " men would decide, like we always did, 
attitude give their more honorable peers an then tell Mom, what kind of sandwiches 
undeserved bad reputation. we wanted to take fishin' with uS thi s 

All of us have had to cancel meetings due time. It was always pimento n' cheese. 
to moves , health , o r family crises. But Wi th ma)•onnaisc and tomatO. ' Less we 
canceling meetings because ' 'something were outta pimento. Then it was just 
bigger has come up" reveals that the per· mayonnaise and to mato sandwiches. 
son who is claiming a " ministry " actually Mother always made an extra one for Pa. 
has a business. No longer is it a matter of One afternoon Daddy, Pa and me were 
"God using me," but is now a matter of fishi n' hard at the J.C. Lake. 
" Me using God ." We had fished all afternoon . No luck. 

Our church recently experienced such Not fo r me anyway. Daddy and Pa , now 
when a man who had committed tO be they knew how to do it. Catch in' a fish 
with us nearly two years ago wrote just a is a preny big deal when a boy's tryin' 
few months before the meeting and cancel· to be a man. Men notice those things . 
ed because he had the opponunity to be Women too. Womcnfolk 'd always ask 
in a "better" church . Much of our spring when }'Ou'd ge t ho me, " How m:my'd 
calendar had been built around the event , )'OU catch?" Pa and Daddy were men . 
and we had even rescheduled other even ts And 1 was trying hard to be. No fish for 

dy were thirsty. They sa id . " Son , here, 
take this money and run ac ross the way 
over there to Welch's Grocery and get us 
all a soda pop." "But what about my 
pole?" I protested. " We'll watch it fo r 
you. Now hurry." 

It wasn't long afte r returning with 
Nugrapes and RC Cola that I noticed it. 
My cork was underwater! " I got o ne! 
I got one!" J screamed. Then with the 
skill of a real man , with Dad and Pa 
watching, 1 landed one of the biggest fish 
you ever saw. Well , so it mighta been kin· 
da small. I had me one nonetheless. You 
bet I did. One I could take home and 
show off. 

Years later I found something out . I 
didn't catch that fish . Pa and Daddy put 
that fish on my pole while I was a 
Welch's Grocery. Why? 'Cause they lov­
ed me. 

Today, in a lot ways I ·m still a little boy 
fishing in McComb. Still gloating over 
the fish I caught : nice home, grea t fami· 
ly, wonderful church, material blessings, 
loving friends , good hea lth , 
happiness . . . . , 

And you? Any chance you're basking 
in ·'great and good ly cit ies, which you 
did not build , and houses full of all 
good things, which rou d id not fill ?" 
(D!. 6o10) 

Hmmm-bcen fi sh ing wit h yo ur 
Heavenly father lately? Been tO Welch's 
Groce ry? "Beware lest )'OU say in your 
heart , ' My power and the might o f my 
hand have gotten rhe this wealth .' " 

Little children , guess \l,;ho pu t that fish 
on your pole? 

lbndall O'Brien is pastOr of the 
Calvary Church in Little Rock . to give this man's conference: priority. Sad· me this day though . Again. Pa and Dad-

ty, he never offered an apology or acted as '::==========================~ if his commJtment to our church mattered. r 
Our church will survive. If this man's ethics 
don't change, his ministry won't. 

We will continue to seck out those God 
has his hand on and use them. God has his 
hand on rmny a fine ministry, and 1 Would 
not wan.t our church to miss the blessing 
from those called to minster to the greater 
body of Christ. just because you occa­
siona.lly fire a " blank" is no reason to quit 
hunting! 

Mlkc Huckabee is presidcm of the Arkan­
sas Baptist State Convention. 
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Pulaski Baptist Association 
Multi-Family Housing Ministry Workshop 

January 24-25 Greater Grace Baptist Church 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Awareness and tra ining conference for anyone inte rested in MHM 

For more information contact: Tommy Goode 
Missions Department, ABSC 
37&-4791 ht. 5249 
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SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY JAN. 20 

'There is a spirit in man' 
The Dible persistently emphasizes· the 

uniqueness of human beings in God's 
cre~ued order. This special God-given quali· 
I)' gives human life its sacredness. 

Human life derives its sacredness from 
its divine origin and naiUre, bOlh of which 
are alluded to in the statcmem. " there is 
a spirit in man: and the inspiration o f the 
Almighty giveth them understanding" Qb. 
32:8). The Bible then adds, "The spirit of 
God hath made me, and the breath of the 
Almighty hath given me life" Qb. 33:4). 

Doth the language and the subject of 
these passages hearken back to the creation 

account. The "spirit in man" of 32:8 is the 
ruacb used for the "spirit of God" in 33:4 
and in Genesis 1:2. Humans are created " in 
the image of God" (Ge. 1:27, RSV). Genesis 
clearly identifies human beings as parr o f 
the c rea ted order, . the 
emphasis is on a uniqueness which is deriv· 
ed from being made in God's image. That 
divine image, which made relationship 
with God possible, was marred but not 
obliterated by man's fall . 

Even after the Fall , "the breath of the 
Almighty giveth them understanding" Qb. 
32:8. Consequemly, God tells fa llen 

but regenerate humanity, " Be ye not as the 
horse, o r as the mule, w hich have no 
understJ.nding" (Ps. 32:9), but instead thC 
He would " instruct. .. and teach thee in 
the way which thou shah go" (Ps. 32:8). 

The truth that emerges from these 
passages is that human life is sacred. thus 
distinct from all o ther created life. We arc 
different in nature and design from all 
othe r life. We are not merely the most ad­
vanced life iri the animal kingdom. 

Our world needs this truth desperately. 
Human life, from conception to death and 
at all points in between, is under violent 
assault. · 

Christians must sound the clarion call 
against all attitudes and the actions which 
assault the sacredness of human life. We 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=. ~~~:~ ~~~ \~~~~s~ ~i~ed~se~a~re~~~~t~sb; 
JANUARY WILLS EMPIL\SIS ,, 

Give: Live God's Word'· 
Throughout our life we have attemp­

ted to "II~ God's Word.'' Thcrr have 
been times when we have been more suc­
cessful than others. There bas always 
been the concern for the well-being of 
~uc farnJiy and for those in our society 
who ~ave been abused or neglected. \Ve 
haVe do~e what wo could to meet these 
nCfils. ' · 

To a large extent the concern for our 
fumlly was met as we developed a spen­
ding plan that harmonized with a Chris­
tian life style. $o(lal concerns were mer 
by personal involvement> in various pro­
jects and regular systematic proponlon:ue 
giving throulib our church. Bui how do 
we continue to glv~ and live God's Word 
beyond !his llfe1 Is this possible? 

The answer is yes! 
Based on infOtl112tionprovldcd by our 

Baptist Foundation, we found that 
through our will, our Christian lifestyle 
can be extended beyond the grave. 

We discovered that in a will provision 
may also be made for the gu:irdianship of 
minor children. Although this provision 
is not binding, it d~s provide guidance 
to the court as to the type of environment 
one prefers for his or her chUdren. 

We learned that a wlU also provides a 
way for gifts to be made to the Christian 
causes we loved and supported during 
life. Th.is may be done as a separate be· 
quest or: through an endowment with our 
Baptis;t Foundation . The endowment will 
provide Continued support '' until jesus 
comes.'' · 

Since our children were grown \ md 
financially independent, we learned there 
was a Wily we could give the value of our 
estate twice. For example, our will c:m 
provide that a part or all of our assets be 
placed in a trust with an income paid to 
our children for a specified period of 
time. At the expiralion of the drsignate" 
time, the trust would distribute the in­
come to the Bapllst cause or causes we 
select. It was pointed out that if the 
chUdren received the income for as much 
as 10 years, we would have given du~m 
more than if we had made a speclfic 
bequest. 
~also discovcrrd th2t without a will 

or some other legal document one can­
not control these Qlatters. Our state 
legislators have already made the decision 
for us. 

precious, irreplaceable gift from God. We 
must oppose the barbaric, lethal combina­
tion o f technical expertise and spiritual ig­
norance which would deny that "there is 
a spirit in man'' and abort and experiment 
on our preborn, harvest fetal tissue, allow 
dcJ.th into the nursery for our mentally and 
physically handicapped infants and en­
courage euthanasia in our hospitals J.nd 
ret irement homes.-Ricbard D. Land, ex­
ecutive directOr, SBC Christian Life 
Commission 

Letters 
to the Editor 

On target 
Thank you fo r the article on aging, 

under Faith at Work. I look forw:trd to your 
next article. 

I read it to my wife, we think your are 
o n target , it is so very timely. Those of us 
whom God has allowed to Slay around this 
Jc;mg need information such as you have 
provided. We can Slay longer if we heed it . 

Ar kansas is number two in the nation for 
senior citizens. Florida is number one. 

Thank you for the information. I know 
it took lots of work and SC2J'Ching ... . On­
ly eternity will reveal the good these ar­
ticles articles will do. 

Mrs. Cragar and t have had almost 14 
years of retirement. We have a fitness pro­
gram, participate in senior o lympics, ~nior 
adult center, March of Dimes, church :md 
denominatlonaJ :tclivitles, and many com· 
munity activities. The golden age is good 
for us. There aren't many dull moments. 

We are In the process of making our liv­
ing will (the right to dl<.)-J.P. (Pete) 

;.;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;i;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ Cragar, Perryville 

We were reminded that God's Word 
says, " If any provide not for his own, and 
especially tho5e of his own house, he 
hath denied the faith and is worse rhan 
an unbeliever'"(! Tl. 5'8). We dlscovettd 
that in a wUI p.rovlslon may be made for 
!he financial wcU-belng of out famUy. 
Wlthour a wUI, pcnonal assetS th:u an: 
owned separately p:w one-third to the 
survivor 's spouse and two-thirds 10 the 
chUd or children, and the su"ivl.ng 
spowc: mains only Umiled rf8ltts 10 "we:" 
real property !hat Is owned scparalely. 
w,llhout a wUI, !he cost of admlnlskrlng 
an esttte Is also lncre2scd and often o:­
ccss or unnecessary taxes have to be p2id. 

For infonnatlon about your estate 
pbns, contact the Ark2nsas BaptJst Foun­
datlon, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 
7220'; telephone 50i·,76-07,2.-lbrry 
D. Trulove, president 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE J;muary 17, 1991 / Page 5 



FAITH AT WORK 
SECOND IN A SERIES OF THREE ARTICLES 

When a nursing 
home is necessary 

Placing a parent in a nut·sing home is difficult, even dangerous 
if it is not done properly. A family needs to be sure 

it is the right decision. But when a nursing home is necessary, 
the family must accept the fact and shift its attention 

to making the best decision possible. 

by Mark Kelly 
M:aiUIIJ.na Edllot, Arluinus 8:ap1ln 

Every scr'tior adult wants to live as 
independently as possible for as long 
as possible. Evci-y family wants to 

ensure that freedom. And 95 percent 
of all seniors will be able 10 live out 
their lives independe ntly o r with 
family. 

For some, however - for one per­
son in 20- assisted independent liv­
ing will not be possible. Perhaps a 
disabling condition requires 24-hour 
care, or maybe the patient and family 
simply do not have the resources 
necessary for independent living. For 
these persons, a nursing home may be 
the right choice. 

Older adults and their families often 
dread the day they have to choose a 
nursing home. Those who have done 
so can testify to the strong emotions 
involved: fear, anxiety, anger, even 
guilt. But there may come a time when 
a nursing home is the appropriate 
choice for an aging parent. By asking 
the right questions, fami lies can avoid 
several pitfalls and make a difficult 
transition much easier. 

Do we need one? 
Placing a parent in a nursing home 

is difficult , ev~n dangerous if it is not 
done properly. A family needs to be 
sure it is th~ right decision. Every 
effon should be made to exhaust other 
solutions for long~term care. The fami· 
Iy may discover they have the 
resources to provide assisted home 
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care. A residential care facility, pro­
vides room and board and personal 
services for persons who arc not 
chronically disabled and do not need 
nursing services. Such options may be 
better for a n elderly parent 's 
well-being. 

However, there are circumstances 
that may make a nursing home 
necesSary. For example: 

- if a parent suffers from a disabl­
ing chronic conditio n requiring 
24-hour care and supervision; 

- if the care a parent needs is too 
expensive o r specialized to be provid­
ed at home, and hospilalization is not 
justified; 

- if the 'combination of available 
family assistance and community ser­
vices is inadequate or inappropriate for 
the parent 's needs. 

.Accepting the fact that a nursing 
home is the best choice for everyone 
concerned can allow a family to shift 
its attention to finding the best facili­
ty available. 

What kind? 
Once a family knows that a nursing 

home is the necessary choice for long­
term care, they need to determine 
which kind of facility is appropriate. 
Many arc unaware that nursing homes 
differ widely in the way they arc 
operated and the services they 
provide. 

The vast majority of nursing homes 
arc owned and operated by private, 
for-profit corporJtions. About 15 per-

· cem arc run by churches or other non­
profit charitable groups. Only about 5 
percent arc operated by government 
:tgencies. The way a home is owned 
and operated can affect its cost and 
priorities in service. 

In addition, nursing homes fall into 
one of two catego ries, distinguished by 
the levels of care they provide. Skilled 
care facilities provide round-the-clock 
nufsing ~and persona l care fo r 
individuals with chronic o r unstable 
conditions. A skilled care facility will 
have a 24-hour nursing staff and con­
tinuing medical supervision and will 
provide various types o f therapy. 
Intermediate care faci lities, on the 
other hand, provide daily skilled nur· 
sing and personal care but not on a 
24 -hour basis. Residents of these 
homes must be in smble condition and 
need only minimal nursing, therapy, 
and supervision services. 

Although all nursing homes arc sub· 
ject to state licensing and inspection , 
the cost and range of services varies. 
Families planning for nursing home 
care need to carefully match their own 
needs and resources with the types of 
homes available to them and the ser­
vices those facilities provide. 

All nursing homes provide the same 
basic services: medical care, nursing 
care, pharmaceutical services, 
rehabilitation therapies, social services, 
and food and nutrition services. The 
basic difference between skilled and 
intermediate care facilities is whether 
or not the services arc available at all 
hours. 

In addition to the services provid· 
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ed by a hom<:, other fa <.· tors also should 
be considered . \Vhat is the nature and 
condition of the physical plant ? How 
are the grounds kept? Is there secur­
ity? \Vhat is the condit ion o f the fur­
nishings and equipment? How do the 
costs for the same serv ices compare 
between homes? 

Personal considerations and extra 
services also are important. Are social 
activ ities pl anned regularly? Arc 
recreational facilities availabh;? What 
provision is made for religious ser­
vices? Do residents have access w a 
library, a beaut y/barbcr shop, o r a 
snack bar? Although these may 
increase the cost of a home, they also 
c reat e a more plea sa nt living 
environment. 

Finally. what rights do rcsidCnts 
have at the faci lit y? Federal regulations 
require nursing homes to prominent ­
ly display a 14- itcm statement of 
Patient Rights. Those rights include the 
management 's responsibility to reveal 
all charges fo r serv ices, require full 
disclosure to the resident of his 
medical condition , provide a pro­
cedure for voicing gr ievances, and pro­
mise residents ' control of their per­
sonal finances and possessions. They 

also guarantee priv:tcy and dignity, 
freedom from abuse, and freedom of 
association and communication . 

How do we decide? 

Placing a parent in a nursing home 
is far from easy. Once begun, most 
families find it much more com­
plicated than they expected. Several 
suggest ions can help your family make 
a good decision : 

• Begin resea rch ing nursing homes 
before you need one. The better 
facilities usually have wairing lists, and 
working ahead will not only allow a 
family to do a thorough research job, 
but also will prevent a regrettable deci­
sion made in desperation . Be sure to 
include a mentally competent parent 
in the discussion and decision. 

• Be sure a nursing home is 
ncccssaq '. Every effort should be made 
to exhaust other long-term care solu­
tions, wh ich may be bcuer for the 
parent. Consider options such as 
assisted home care, residential care 
(room and board), and retirement 
communities. 

• Seck counsel from health care 

How can we afford it? 
For most families , the biggest pro­

blem wi th nursing home care is how 
to pay for it. Medicare, the federal 
health insurance program for a ll 
citizens age 65 o r more, pays the full 
cost of nursing home care for on! y 2 I 
days and pays nothing beyond 100 
days. Medicaid usuall y covers all costs 
of skilled and intermediate care homes 
but only for persons eligible for public 
welfare programs. Medigap insurance 
policies generally stop when Medicare 
coverage runs out. 

This means :1 famil y must pay nu rs ­
ing ho me costs out of its ow n 
resources. With the average cost of a 
good nursing home ncar S2,500 a 
month , the potential for dis;astcr is ap­
parent. Paying S30,000 a year fo r long­
term care will quickly deplete a fami­
ly 's assets. In fact , two-thirds of the 
persons entering nursing homes arc 

I 
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impoverishep within four months. 
Simply put , the health care system 

provides long-term nursing home care 
for those who can afford to pay for it 
and for those who arc in absolute 
poverty. The average nursing home 
resident depletes her assets and con­
verts to Med icaid in less than two 
yc:1rs. Some states will not provide 
Med icaid coverage fo r a nursing home 
resident until both the resident and her 
mate arc on the public welfare ro lls, 
even if the mate is not living in a nurs­
ing home. 

The single most cri tical factor in 
planning for long-term care is 
evaluating the family 's fin ancial 
resources and determining how long 
nursing home care can be afforded . 
This often determines the type of 
facility selected . Careful planning is 
essential. 

professionals, a pastor o r Ch ristian 
counselor. and others who have had 
the experience of placing a parent in 
a nursing home.· 

• Identify the parent 's needs regar­
ding a nursing home. Is a skilled care 
facility more appropriate than an 
intermediate care facility? 

• Be sensitive to the parent 's desires 
about a nursing home. Does she want 
to remain in her home communiry? 
Are there special circumstances to con­
sider, such as the difficulty of 
separating spouses when only one 
needs institutional care? 

• Evaluate the financial resources 
available for long-term nursing home 
care. Decide whether you prefer to pay 
for extra services or conserve your 
resources by buying only the 
minimum required service. Determin~ 
how many months of' care ·'}'OU can 
afford to provide ;tfter Medicare 
coverage expires. 

• Make a list of nursing homes 
available in the community. Narrow 
the list by matching the homes against 
the pacem's needs and desires and the 
family 's financial resources. Consider 
the differences between for-profit and 
nonprofit facilities . 

• Visit the short list of homes that 
seem to meet the parent and family's 
needs, desires, and resources. Evaluate 
each facility with a checklist of con­
cerns about safety, management, ser· 
vices, programs, personal matters, and 
finances . 

• Choose the facility that best meets 
your needs and resources. 

To learn more about long-term care, 
cont.'lct the Area Agency on Aging 
listed in the governmental pages of 
your local telephone directory or send 
for The Right Place at the Right Time, 
avai lable free of charge from rhe 
FulfiiJmem Section, American Associa· 
tion of Retired Persons, 1909 K Strc:et 
NW, Washington, DC 20049. 

Next Issue: 
• What's a church to do? 

• How can I learn more? 
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LOCAL & STATE 
Arkansas All Over 

People _ 

john B. Wright 
resigned j an. G as 
pastor of First Church 
in Little Rock . He 
plans to remain in 
Liule Rock, conduc­
ting reviva ls and 
holding conferences. 
He pastorcd the · 
church for 19 }'Cars. 

Emil Turner has 
resigned as pastor of 
Mount Olive Church. lflrfgbt 

North Crossett , to serve as pastor of First 
Church of Lake Charles, La . 

Larry Crank has joined the staff o f Beech 
Street First Church in Texarkana as church 
administrator. 

Lynn Robertson began serving jan . 2 as 
pas tor of liillside Church in Camden, go­
ing there from First Church in Stamps. 

Lynwood Henderson retired Dec. 3 I as 
director of missions for Centennial Associa­
tion. lie w ill continue to reside at Rome 
I , Box 74, Almyra, AR 72003. 

Charles Malone of Forrest City has join­
ed the staff of Dallas ,Avenue Churcl) in 
Mena as min ister of routh and music. 

Stee~les.& Q 
Baptistries 
fromthtworld's 
llfvntiNIIVfKturerof CIIIOtwrittfOt 
fibttgiHschurchproducts ourfrHatllog 

"tifi'tt OuAiily 
, Vl\n Sales 

Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices 
lo churches. 501-268-4490, 1500 E. Race, 
Searcy 72143. Larry Carson 
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MllliF. GilL 

Don Hall is se rving as pas1o r of First 
Church in Cove. coming there from 
Oklahoma. 

Harry McCullough is se rving as pas10r of 
Humnoke Church. 

Elton Ballentine is serving as imcrim 
pastor of Caney Creek Church . 

But Phllliber is serving as inlcrim pastor 
of First Church, Ward . 

David Gravatt is serving as pastor of 
Hume r Church . He is a gradua1c o f Mid­
America Seminary. 

Bill Barnett of Sherwood is serving Trini ­
ty Church in Searcy as min ister of music. 

Eugene A. Ryan is serving as pastor of 
Lcxa Church . 

Fred Holst Jr. is serving as pastor of 
Plumerville ChUrch , coming there from 
Sage Church ncar Batesville. 

Gene Tanner is serving as pastor of Plea­
sant Grove Church, Perryville. He has been 
a membe r of Firs l Church , Casa. 

Floyd Lewis, pastor of First Church, El 
Dorado,JeCently was elected as pres ident 
o f Arkansas alumni of New Orleans Bap­
tist Theologica l Seminary. 

Robert Charles Parsley, pastor of First 
Church in Dardanelle, received a doctora l 

degree during commencement ceremonies 
Dec. 14 a t Southwestern Baptis t 
Theological Seminary. 

David C. Laird, pas tor of Maple Avenue 
Church In Smackover, recently departed 
with a National Guard Unit for Fort Polk. 
La., prior to departure for service in the 
Persian Gu lf. 

Eddie Simpson, pas10r of Finil Church in 
Sheridan , Je(( Jan . G for Fo rt Bragg, N.C., 
with a Army Reserve unit that has receiv­
ed orders for the Persian Gulf Crisis. 

David Talbert wi ll bcgin se rving jan. 20 
as pastor of Nonhvalc Church in Harrison , 
going there from North Crosseu First 
Church . 

Bratton Rhoades Overseas Ministries 
recently received tax exempt status from 
the Internal Revenue Service. Rhoades is a 
member of First Church , Sherwood . 

Charles Moore is serving as interim ad· 
ministrator for East Side Church in Fon 
Smith . 

W. Trueman and jane Bassett Moore 
will be honored jan. 20 at 2 p.m. by East 
Side Church in Fort Smith . "Celebrating a 
life of Service" wil l be the program theme 
as the Moores are recognized for •'2 years 
of Christian service, having se rved both in 
Arkansas and Bangladesh . Moore is rctir-

IN CONCERT 

Saturday, January 26 

7:00p.m. 
Park Hill Baptist Church 

JFK at "C" 
North Little Rock 

Tickets - $6.00 753-3413 
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ing as paswr of East Side Church , follow­
ing 18 years of service. A reception will 
conclude the recognition service. 

Gary Allen has resigned as minister Of 
music and youth at First Church in Warren 
to join the staff of Calvary Hills Church in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

james and Roma Zeltner of Fort Smith 
left Jan. 15 for Lagos, Nigeria, Africa, 
where they will spend eight days in star­
ting a new church and eight days in 
discipleship training for new converts and 
ch.urch members. 

Ross Pyeatt resigned as minister of ad­
ministration and senior adults at Second 
Church in Little Rock jan. 13 to join the 
staff of First Church in Searcy as minister 
of education arid administration. 

Briefly 

Monticello Second Church held a 
fellowship Dec. 16 W honor Betty Hales, 
who is retiring as church secretary follow­
ing 17 years of service. 

Brookland Church at jonesboro licens­
ed Junior Hicks to the preaching ministry 
Dec. 2. 

Kensett Church recently licensed Stanley 
Dutton to the preaching ministry. He is a 

student at Arkansas State University, Beebe. 

Goshen First Church held a o ne day 
evangelistic emphasis Dec. 30 with Tom 
Cox of Van Buren as speaker. 

Markham Street Church in Little Rock 
will hold its january Bible Study jan. 20-23. 
LB. jordan, ABSC director of Church 
Leadership Support , will teach the study 
on Acts. 

Charity Church was formally constituted 
Dec. 9 with 41 charter members. Constitu­
tion services were exactly four years after 
the work began as a mission of Greater 
Grace Church, Little Rock. tarry Staggers 
serves as Charity Church pastor and Paul 
Williams is sponsoring church pastor. Par­
ticipating in the service were members of 
Greater Grace Church and representatives 
of the Home Mission ~oard, Arkansas Bap­
tist State Convention, Pulaski Association, 
Little Rock Immanuel Church, and Little 
Rd'ck Ironton Church. 

Harmony Church at Pollard ordained 
john Shaw to th.e gospel ministry Dec. 16. 
Participating in the service were William 
Gullick, Larry Massey, Spencer Permenter, 
Max Gregory, Loy Culver, Bill Hutchings, 
and Bill Veal. 

Park Hlll Church in ·North Little Rock will 
feature Larnelle Harris in concert jan. 26 
at 7 p.m. Harris, a Grammy Award winner, 
las performed in Arkansas during the 1989 
Billy Graham Crusade. Further information 
may be obtained by contacting Park Hill 
Church, 1clcphonc 501·753·3413. 

Henton Senior Jliplt School 
Office of the Principal, Benton Arkansas 72015 

Mr. Ken Newberry 

~6~~ro~~~~t 
Unla Rock, AA 72204 March 16, 1990 

Dear Mr. Newberry: 

~;f~d~~~~:~~f~~~orfu!h:~~J0s~t~~~~ ~~rn:mf.~r;b.':;a\h:u~lt~~~~.11h~~:eu 
you spent with me during the Installation, during the lnstructJonal period, and your wil· 
Ungness to provide more Instructional lima If needed has been a valuable asset to us In 
the successful operation of the auditorium. 
We have had many comments from visitors to our auditorium about the quality of our 
sound system and your company deseNes a-great deal of credit tor this quality. 
Again, thanks for your quality of workmanship and your willingness to woric with us after 
lnstaltaUon. 

Sincerely, 

NLR hospital 
honors Dorris 

R.H. Dorris was reCognized at the Dec. 
6 annual meeting of Baptist Medical Sys~m 
Corporation when it was announced that 
the administrative office suite currently 
under construction at Baptist Memorial 
Medical Center in North Little Rock would 
be named in his honor. 

Dorris, who was instrumental in foun­
ding the North Little Rock hospital, serv­
ed as a member Of the North Little Rock 
Municipal Hospital Commission from 1955 
until his retirement from the commission 
in 1990, serving as chairman from 
1958-1990. . 

He has served as a member of the Bap­
tist Medical System Corporation since 
1964 , serving three terms as a member of 
the board of trustees and holding che 
offices of secretary, vice-president, and 
president. · 

Dorris is recognized for his leadership of 
Arkansas Baptists, having served as direc­
tor of chaplaincy, director of the ABSC Mis­
sions Department, and ABSC interim ex­
ecutive director. He is a member of Baring 
Cross Church in North Little Rock. 

Overton celebrates 
50-year ministry 

Carl Overton of Hot Springs will 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of his 
o rdination to the ministry jan 21 

Overton was ordained to the ministry by 
Second Church in Arkadelphia while a stu­
dent at Ouachita Baptist University. 

Currently a member a.nd Sunday School 
teacher at Central Church in Hot Springs, 
he has served as director of missions for 
both Central and Ashley County Associa­
tions. He also has pastored churches in 
Arkansas and Indiana. 

Overton and his wife, Clar:& , served for 
eight months with the Bap tist publication 
in Nairobi , Kenya, through the Baptist 
layman Overseas Program of the Foreign 
Mission Board. 

They are parents of three sons, j ames 
Floyd Overton o f Clinton , JoW2; Kenneth 
Wayne Overton of Macapa, Brazil; a.nd 
Chark s Alan Overmn of Lebanon, Ky. 

A l uminum Product. fOr your Church •• • 
• STEEPLES • COLUMNS 
• CUPOLAS • CORNIC£S 
• SELL TOWERS • L0W£RS 
• CROSSES • BALUSTRADES 

• EXTERIOR BULLETIN BOAROS 

~CAMPBULSVIlll INDUSTRIU 800·62t5-0350 
P.O. BOX 278 · J (KV) S02·46S·B13S L.-1.1...------------------------_,J CAMPBELLSVILLE. KENTUCKY .. 2718 

'"""' .,1/, /Ju!Wv Pnncipa1 
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Classifieds 

Needed-The Search Committee for 
Springlake Baptist Assembly in now receiv­
ing resumes for Camp Director. Resumes 
should be sent to Oscar N. Golden, 612 
Valley Vifffl Road, Benton, Arkansas 72015 
by January 1, 1991. '"' 

Needed-Financial Secretary needed. 
Full-time position. Send resume:, First Bap­
tist Church, 604 S. Reynolds, Bryant, AR 
72022 847-3014. 

For Sale-62 light blue choir robes with 
maroon/red reversible stoles. $10 each or 
all for $500. Clay Doss, Third Street Bap­
tist Church, P.O. Box 763, Arkadelphia, AR 
71923; 246-4567. '"' 

For Sale-Sharp model SF-9500 copier. 5 
years old. Excellent condition. Call for ad· 
dltional information or demonstration. Ask· 
ing $2,000. Original cost $8,000. First Bap­
tist Church, Hot Springs, AR. 624-3345 

For Sale-284 1inear feet of pews, most are 

About the State 

HMB appoints Arkansas native 
ATLANTA-jacksonville native Carolyn Reed was appo inted to mission service by the 

Southern Baptist Home Mission Board in December. Mrs. Reed will serve with her hus­
band, Charles, in Shelby, N.C. Reed will be church and community ministries director 
while Mrs. Reed will work in family and church service. 

Mrs. Reed iS a graduate of the Univcrsily o f Arkansas and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. The Reeds have two children, Charles and Carole. 

New TV station signs on 
TEXARKANA- KBSC TV recently signed on in the Tcxarb na area on UHF channel 

35. The new channel is an extension of the already extablishcd television ministry of 
Beech Stree t First Church in Texarkana. Prior to the inauguration of KBSC, the church 
operated a channel on the cable system. That ministry wi ll continue, but the construe· 
tior'l of the UHF transmitter and tOwer gives the church the opportunity to broadcast 
the signal throughout the Texarkana area. 

Construction was completed with the sign-on and'inaugur.t.l broadcast on Dec. 20. 
An official "grand opening" is planned for the week of Feb. 10. 

Ouachi-Tones to disband 
ARKADELPHIA- A 25-ycar-old Arkansas musical institution will come tO an end in 

May when the Ouachi-Toncs, a female vocal group from Ouachila University, will dis­
band as the result of the resignation from the organil!ttion of iis founder and director 
Mary Shambarger, associate professor of music at OBU. Shambargcr will remain at 
Ouachita as a faculty member in the school of music. · 

The Ouachi-Toncs will be rc(ilac"ed during the 1991-92 academic year by the c reation 
of a new mixed-voice group which will perform Broadwa)' tunes and "pop'" music. 

12' long with padded seat. May be seen at WBC yearbook receives honor 
Sulphur Rock Baptist Church. 799-3984 

1/17 

Available-Hospitalization plan pays out­
patient and prescription benefits. Coverage 
is available tor most pre-existing conditions. 
Coverage also available for Medicare Sup­
plement Insurance. Phone Mr. Stewart at 
501 684-0511 between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. Reserve National Insurance Company 
(closed Wednesdays). 1131 

a..m.d ld1 mull btl .ubmtned In Wfttlng to tM A8H of. 
nc. no MoM than 10 .,_ prlor to 1M Ute of publleetlon 
OHnd. A cfleck or II'IOf'lll't ont.r In tM proper .mount, 
~at 10 ctnta pet WOfd, must be lnducMd. Mu!HpN ln­
Mftionl of 1M 1MM1 lid must brt pilei fof In ~ TIM 
ABN,__tM,....tor-tKt.,..ld~ot~ 
~ rn.tt.r. a...tned-.""' M lnM11Mi on 1 ~ 
""""'-bfe be*L Ho endofMment b)' tM AIH Is lmpfled. 

THINK ABOUT IT! 

Those who arc happy and suc­
cessful usually c:xpect to continue to 
receive the good things of life. Those 
who arc umuccessful :md unhappy 
much of the time take chc opposite 
view. They take the attitude that the 
worst Is yet to come. In each c25e, 
results will Inevitably bear out their 
expcctatloru. 

WALNUT RiDGE-Williams Baptist College's 1990 ye:ubook, entitled The Soutbei-m1r. 
was recently awarded firs t place by rhe American Scho lastic Press Association for its 
content, presentation, general page design, general photography, structure, and creativiry. 

Yearbook editors were Renia Robinette of Clinton and Dana (Pierce) Kelly of Imboden. 
Dorothy jackson, vice-president for student development, scr\'ed as yearbook advisor. 

Professional Sound for Churches_ •. 
helps lo ensure lhal your message 
/s being cleerly communlceled. 

~~ot.:'~!n==m=~ ~t:~~:~ :, -
IWtl with 1 professlonaleound contrldor. We, u 1 pr~esslonalsound contrac· 
tor, ean design a ayslem that will improve your church's communication proc:est. 

Arll. we lllten- to you. Then we evaluate. ~~i~ With your 

~deve.):u!===·-= :.=.' propel 

For complete confidence In your communk:allon ayatem, put your 
trustlnt proven profeaalonal- 8011'1e00flwhocatn about your 
tneiiiQf. CiffwtocUyf 

Atc:tnt BOYD PAO riND lnltalatlont lndude: Firat Bapcltt, c"""''""-· w~;..,.Boptloi, ~Fnt-mblyot 
~~~H~t.:t..~~;~ 
Lake Hamlllon Ant Atta Audilorlum. 

L--------------' For a free survey of your facility, call 507-8(;4..3624 and ask for Ken/ 
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Arkansans appointed 
Three persons \V ith Arkansas connec­

tions were among 31 people named mis­
sionaries by the South~rn Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board Dec. 11 at First Baptist 
Church in Charlosttcsvillc, Va . 

Mark D. and Candi Holmes will live in 
Suriname, where he will stan and develop 
churches. 

Born in Little Rock, Holmes is the son 
of Mrs. and Mrs. Ralph Holmes of Fort 
Smith. He is a graduate of Ouachita Bap­
tist Un iversit y in Arkadelphia, and 
Southwes tern B:tpti st Theologica l 
Seminary in Fort Worth, 'ICxas . 

He also was an associ:uc pastor at Bluff 
Avenue Church in Fort Smi th . Since 1984 
he has been pastor of Mission Village 
Southern Church in San Diego, Calif. 

Born and reared in Fort Smith, Mrs. 
Holmes, the former Candi Bateman, is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bateman 
Sr. of that city. 

She auendcd Westark Community Col ­
lege and Ouachita Baptist University. 

The Holmcscs have three children: Cara 
Suz.1nne, Mary Eli7..abcth, and Hannah Jane. 

Sharon R. Doyle will live in Nigeria as 
a missionary assocaitc, and will work as a 
miss ion office secretary. 

' HilS 
HOME MISSION BOARQSBC 

Doyle Tbe Holmeses 

Since 1977 she has been an ad­
minisu·ative secretary will Wal-Mart Stares, 
Inc., in Bentonville. She is a member of 
Sunnyside Church in Rogers. 

l\.1rs. Doyle, the former Sharon Reece, is 
the daughter of Leonard Reece of Fayet· 
teville and the late ldell Reece. She is the 
widow of Duane Doyle and the mother of 
two grown ch ildren. 

She attended North Arkansas Communi­
ty College in Harrison. 

Mrs. Doyle and the Holmeses w ill go to 
Rockville, Va., in March for a seven-week 
o rient:ltion before leav ing for the field . 

$7,000,000 
Series F Church Loan 
Collateralized Bonds 

Proceeds from the sale of the Bonds, along with other available fund~ of Home Mission Board, 
wi11 be used to make direct loans to Baptist churches affiliated w1th the Southern Baptist 
Convention for the financing of sites and the construction of buildings In keeping with the 
Bold Mission Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Interest on the. Bonds wi11 be payable quarterty. The Bonds wi11 be offered with maturity dates 

~~~~e~~~~~~';~ t~:r:;,~~uW~~:r; 1::~~ ro"~h trn9t~~ep~:~~u~~uJ,~~~~mp~~~~~ 
Is $500. 

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling or writing the Home Mission Board. 
Home Mission Board, SBC; Attn: Church Loans Division; 1350 Spring St. , NW; 

Allanla, GA 30367: 1-800-HMB-BOND (402-2663) 

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy any of these 
securities. The offer Is made only by Prospectus. 

Please send a copy of the Prospectus for the Series F issue of Home Mission Board Church 
Loan Collateralized Bonds. 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

A SMILE OR TWO 
Sometimes when a speaker has his audience on the edge of their SC2t5, they're 
trying to muster the nerve 10 get up and go home. 
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One Arkansan, Robert Charles Parsley, 
pastor of First Church in Daf dahelle, 
received a doctoral degree (rol}l:,.'"~­
Southwestcrn Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, during 
commencement ceremonies Dec. 14. 

Three Arkansans were among those 
receiving degrees Dec. 21 from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisiana. 

Receiving the master of divinity degree 
were: 

Paul Allen Smith of Hot Springs, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Smith of that city. 
He is currently pasto~ of Kidrod Church in 
Harrisonburg, La., and is married to the 
former jerry Lee j ohnson of Hot Springs. 
He is a grduatc of Ouachita Baptist 
University. 

Robert Keith Smith of Dierks, son of Mrs. 
and Mrs. Henry Smith of DcQucen . He is 
currently pastor of Sprin~vil1e Church in 
Springville, La., and is married m the 
former Renac D. Parker of Benton. He is 
a graduate of Ouachi ta Bapt ist University. 

Receiving the master of arts in Christian 
education degree was Donald M. Larsen of 
Helena, Mt. , soil. of Mr. and Mrs. j ohn 
Larsen of Boise, Idaho. He is currently 
pastor of First Church in D(..Yalls Bluff and 
is married to the former Sally )o Oliver of 
Keo. He is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist 
University. 

A Symbol 
To Depend On. 

Griffin Le~tt 
He airy <JV Roth 

-~· 
Forest Hills 

Memorial Park 

Gri~~~~~~e_:l~ills 
GIIDSS 
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ALBERT GEORGE MFG. CO. 
721 Poplar !Jt., Nortl'l UMie Rock. Ark 

Phone 501·375-2921 

Custom Manufacturers of 
• Pew Cushions .

1 
• Kneeler Cushions 

'. • Upholstered Seats and Backs 
• Pulpit Chair Cushions 

~ • Draperies • Fabrics 
~~ • Pulpit Furniture • Pews 
-n • Steeples 

• Baptistries 

For Prices And Information. Write: 
P.O. Box 5700, NLR, AR 72119 

~e eeo~ Over Backwards to Pleaae 

Crockett lbw 

Business Machines 
• Postage Meters 

• Mailing Machines 
• Folding Machines 
• Mailing Scales 
• Labeling & 

Addressing 
Machines 

PREMIER BUS & 
COACH SALES 
l:ranspur/11/iun SP«ialisls 
'1J ,-,_ 

, ,; ...... ~ 

-~--::; I• 
~,. 

:-...---.' J 

15 to 29· Passenger Vans & Buses 
Hwy. 62W, Green Forest , Ark . 
501-438·5865 or 501·438-6447 

Arkansas Sound 
Corporation 

P .0. Box 5986 
North Lillie Rock, AR 72119 

501-753-5674 

The Ar 
appreciat 

advertisers hav 
the magazine 

l;lope our 
advertisers 

For advertising infor1 

P.O. Box 552 
Little Rock 72203 



ilsas ·Baptist profoundly 
s the .contribution these 
made to · the strength of 
iuring the last year. We 
~aders will contac·t · ABN 
irst when a need arises. 

ration, write or call 

501-376-4791 

Specializing in Church Construct ion 

BESCO 
Construction Management Co . 

640 Prospect Building 
1501 North University 
Little Rock, AR 72207 

501-664-2259 

Bruce E. Schlesier 

.10\. J&H Custom 
"cy' Furniture, Inc. 

Pews • Cushions • Chancel Furniture 

Call for 
more information: 

501-439-2224 

P .O. Box 196, Pi nda ll , AR 72669 

LARRY BONE 
& ASSC ~ :IATES 

Professional Fund-Ra'ising Consultants 

1601 N. Shackleford 
Suite 178-5 

Little Rock, AR 7221 I 
501-227-7720 

FLEET PRICES! 

-Churches can now buy at Fleet Prices 
on cars, trucks & vans through our 
commercial accounts department! 

Call Collect 1 ·ONG 
Bill Massey L.; 

501-982-5848 !~!'!!!~ 
AIRBASEEXIT ~~ 

JACKSOt~VlllE. AR 



A new direction 
by j . Everett Sneed 
Editor, Arll.:lns:at B:aptbl 

Bob and K;J:n:n Gross have moved to Bir­
mingham, Ala., where she will be an editor 
in the Products Division of the SBC 
Woman's Missionary Union. Bob, who 
served as the director of the Hope Migrant 
Mission Center from December 1971 until 
December 1990. has taken early 
retirement. 

During the years the Grosses served the 
mission center, there were 2,048 in­
dividuals who made professions of faith . 
This averaged over 107 professions of faith 
a year. Records were incomplete for 
grocery vouchers, medical aid, and health 
kits given to migrants prior to 1980. But, 
since 1980 there have been St4.412 provid­
ed in grocery vouchers, S3.968 provided 
in medical aid, and 22,850 health kits 
given to migrams. Monies for these ac· 
tivities came from several sources. Several 
Arkansas churches provided funds for 
health kits, but grocery vouchers and 
medical aid primarily came from wo rld 
hunger funds furnished by the Home Mis· 
sian Board. Each year the HMB would give 
approximately S3,000 to the migrant 
center to assist in these areas. 

Much of the money received from 
Arkansas churches was designated for 
Bibles. Each year the Grosses have been 
able to distribure 2,000 or more Bibles. 
Many of these were biHngual Bibles which 
the mig.r.mts prefer. lthers were in English 
or Spanish. 

Gross observed, ·'The most important 
and exciting thing we have done is to share 
Christ with individuals. Often this is the 
first time that these migrants have he:lCt1 the 
gospel message. It also is a joy to give a Bi· 
ble to a.n individual who has never had one 
before. It is amazing how many of these 
migrants living in the United States have 
neve r had a Bible." 

Anmher highlight of the Grosses work 
has been the oppo rtunity to work with 
volunteers. Many of the volunteers have 
never seen a migrant previously in their 
lives. Bob said, " J[ Is a Joy to sec rhese 
volunteers present the gospel In music, as 

·a ventriloquist , in a puppet show, or as a 
verbal witness to these migrant farm 
workers.'' 

The Grosses work with approximately 
12 groups of volunteers each year. These 
groups vary In size, but represent fro m 100 
to 200 people who volunteer to work at 
the migrant mission center each year. 

Most of the migrants that come through 
Hope live in the lower Rio Grande Valley 
or in San Antonio. There a.rc. approximate· 
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ly two million legal (or documented) 
migrants in the United States. It is estima.ted 
that there are as many as tO million un· 
documented migrants in our country. 
Forty·six thousand individuals register 
each year at the federally·fundcd rest stop 
across the road from the Baptist Migr:mt 
Mission Center. This represents 23,000 dif· 
fcn::nt people who come through, since 
each individual will go through the rest 
stop while going no rth and then as they 
return south. Almost all or those going 
through the migrant .rest stop arc 
documented. 

The Grosses work to keep in touch with 
the migrants. Each year at Christmas ap· 
proximately 6,000 Christmas newsletters 
arc sent out to migrants who have been to 
the mission center. Three newsletters are 
scm annually to individuals in the state 
who arc interested in the migrant mission 
work. 

In 1988, a conference was held to coor· 
dinate the work with migrants. This was 
the fulfillment o f a dream that Bob had 
long felt was a necessity in the migrant 
work. Individuals from both south Texas 
and the central s tates came to this meeting 
to plan for better coordinating lhe ministry 
to the migrants. As a result , Karen has 
developed a specific ministry to the 
migrants. 

K2ren did three things to assist in coor· 
dinating ministry to the migrants. First, she 
kept track of every migrant Baptist family 
that came through the center. She inter· 
viewed these individuals and determined 
their willingness to serve as a Bible study 
leader, to assist in worship services, or to 
interpret for another. 

Second, the info rmation she obtained 
was sent to the area where the migrant 
families were headed. In recent days most 
o f this information has been scm to 
Michigan , although some: of the migrams 
have remained in Arkansas in the Mississip· 
pi County area where dirccro r of missions 
Marvin Reyno lds has served as a coor· 
dinator of the info rmation . 

Third, K2ren sent a complete list of 
everyone who made professions o r f2hh to 
j erry johnson, director of missions fo r the 
Valley Baptist Association In · the Rio 
Grande Valley. In 1990 there were 162 pro· 
Cessions of faith. 

In her new responsibility, Mrs. Gross will 
be an editor in the Products Division of the 
SBC WMU. This is a separate division from 
curriculum. They wi lt prepare books for 
preschool and children, grades o ne 
through six. She: also may work with 
videos for the same age group. These books 

Bob and Karen Gross and their seven· 
J-'ear·Oitl daugbter }a Nan have m oved to 
Binning/Jam, Ala., from Hope rubere tbey 
have been directing tbc work of tbe Hop e 
Migrant Mission Center. 

will be available through our Baptist nook 
Swrcs. 

K2ren will also work w ith the recently 
developed New Hope Press, which will 
develop products for a wider audience 
than Southern Baptists. These materials 
will be marketed through the B:tptist Book 
Stores, as well as other Christian book 
stores. 

Basically, Karen will enlist writers for 
specific preschool or children age groups 
to w rite a prescribed type of book. She will 
be assisted by an assistant editor and an 
art ist . 

Karen has a wide range of experience. 
She served w ith the Eudora Church, Ment· 
phis, 1Cnn.; the Arkans:1s Baptist Woman's 
Mission:tC)' Union; minister of educat ion 
for First Church, Hope; and until her 
depanurc was serving :1s a consul tant for 
First Church , l·lope. She also has served as 
a cont ract worker for the WMU and a 
write r for the SBC WMU. 

Karen has written several curriculum 
pieces for Aware and Discovery', Girls in 
Action grades o ne through six. She also 
wrote the 1990 mission study book fo r the 
Home Mission Board fo r children, cnt itl· 
ed Trai/JJ/azers. 

Bob will be available for World Missions 
Conferences, PACT {l1rojccts Assist ing 
Churches in Tr:~nsltion Communities), and 
associ:ulonal str.ucgic planning. 
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HELPLINE 

An unusual February 
by Don Moore 
A85C E•~tC"ullorc Dl~cror 

Entering a new year, your Executive 
Board suff remains 
committed to pro· 
vidlng as much assis­
tance as poss ible for 
our churches and 
associations. Feb­
ruary will be an 
unusually helpful 
month , as you will 
sec in the informa­
tion pro vided by 
Helpline. 

Directors o( Moore 
Missions-These men are often lxhind the 
scenes, unsung heroes. They listen to the 
broken hearted . They try to intervene 
when alienation and turmoil erupts in our 
churches. They try to provide oppor­
tu nities for their pastors, s taff and church 
members to grow. They set the mood, the 
direction and pace for all of the work of 
the churches in the association. our h:us 
arc 'off to them. By and large they function 
without the affirmation, compensation and 
encouragement pastors usually have. 

Feb. 27~March l , the convention wi ll be 
hosting the DOMs for their annual retreat. 
I would encourage you ·ro pray for our . 
directOni of missions during this time o f 
meeting at DeGray Lodge at Arkadelphia . 
Also, I would cncoui.lige you to find a time 
and way to express appreciation and en­
couragement to your director of miss ions. 

Church renewal-Who does not 
hunger for this? Lay Renewal weekends 
have been used of God to literally turn 
many churches around. From large ro small 
churches, a breakthrough in fellowship and 
spirituality almost always takes place when 
a church thoroughl y prepares for a Lay 
Renewal weekend. 

Feb. 8-9, a training and fell owship 
meeting will be held for those who serve 
on the Church Renewal teams. 1\vo other 
groups of people should auend thi s 
meeting: those interested In working on a 
team, and those who may want to have a 
team In their church . My feeling is that the 
pastor and one or two lay persons from in­
terested churches should attend . They can 
then carry the message back to their 
church together. The meeting will be 21 

Levy Church, North little Rock , just off 
I-40. 

Single Adults Conference-Harold 
Smith will be here Feb. 15 ~ 1 6, to assist In 
our Single Adult Conference. It will be held 
21 P:trk Hill Church, North Little Rock. The 
purpose or thi s meeting Is to provide an 
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enriching growth experience for single 
ad.ults and to equip those who lead single 
adult ministries in the local church. Some 
churches have yet 10 discover the rich 
ministry that single adults can perform in 
the ir churches. Just because they need us 
and we need them , it is not autOmatic that 
we will understand o ne another and know 
how to work together. Many of our pco· 
pic need to explore and grow in this area . 

Dual Sunday Schools-Yt.."S, some chur­
ches have run out o f space. They arc not 
to the plaCe they can build educational 
space. The only hope for their continued 
growth is that they find a way to usc their 
space tw iCe. This is not easy. It can be 
done. It can be done successfully. However. 
it can't be done without thorough prepara~ 

tion and pl:inning. We want to help. We 
have called in Ken M:1rlcr fro m the Baptist 
SUnday School Board 10 help those of you 
who may n.ccd to make the move to deal 
Sunday schools. lie w ill meet w ith you 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Feb. 12 at the Ot· 
ter Creek tt'oliday Inn . Please call the Sun­
day SchoOl office ·to let them know you 
plan to attend . 

Who In your church knows how tO 

witness to Mormons, New Agcrs, jehovah's 
Witnesses, Muslims and Unifica tion peo­
ple? An even more pressing question , 
"Who knows how to equip o ur people to 
defend :against them?" They are on an ag­
gressive campaign to take our people from 
us. They arc succeeding in far too many 
cases. To try to help you deal with this, we 
have scheduled an lmcrfaith Witness Con­
feren ce, Feb. 4-5. from 7-9: 15 p.m. each 
evening. It will be at Lakesho re Drive Bap· 
tist Church, just off south Universit y in Lit­
tle Rock. Ken James from the Home Mis­
sion Board wUI be the primary leader in 
this conference. It would help if you would 
call our office and let Pete Petty know you 
plan to attend. 

· Two great youth c:vc:ntsl Feb. 2, Beech 
Street First Church, lbark2na, and Feb. 16, 
First Church , Springdale. Rick Caldwell 
will be the featured speaker. The Praise 
Singers from Ouachita will be the guest 
musicians. Both junior high :md senior 
high students arc urged to puticipate. 
These evangelism rallies, named "Carry the 
Torch ," will train and inspire )'Ou ng peo~ 
pie to make the most of their t·een years. 
ThC1J.Can be used of God to touch young 
lives that would mherwlse be lost to drugs, 
alcohol, immorality and materialism . 
P2stors, parents and youth le2ders should 
work to get their youth to one of these 
meetings. 

Church and Community Mlnlstrlt:s 

Workshop-Feb. 14 . Some or the most cf. 
fective evangelistic work grows out of 
ministries that may not appea r initially to 
be cvaflgelistic. Doors a·re opened to peo­
ple who would not otherwise listen to us. 
We h:avc just about limited the t!'mc and 
place people can be saved. Sunday morn­
ing, SUnday night, vacation Bible school or 
revival-if folk will come to these meetings 
they might become Christians . If they do 
nOt do that , most Baptist churches consign 

~~~~~s~~~·. b~,:·~~e~ :~%~~~\~~~~c s~~~ 
ways. Nathan Porter, from the Home Mis­
sion Board, Tommy Goode, Diana Lewis, 
Elias Pantoja , or M~. Terry Bailey can sure­
ly, show you some new exciting ways to 
meet human need and reach ·people for 
Christ. This workshop, held at Levy 
Church in North little Rock, will be your 
best opportuOity this year to learn how to 
begin Christian ministries to the 
unreached. 
lmprov~d Sunday School literature 

is on it s way in October of 199 1. Sunday 
School ASSISTeams will carry a big part of 
the load in helping churches become 
familia r with the literature and 
Breakthrough books which will be 
available this year. Feb. 8-9, special ti.liin ­
ing will be held for. the ASSISTcams at lm· 
manuel ChurCh in Little Rook. 

Voluntc~riPart~timt: Music Leadt:r 
Retreat, Feb. 22~23 , 4 p.m. , Friday to 2:30 
p.m. , Saturday. This retreat , held at Camp 
Paron, provides training and felJowship for 
music leaders, pastors, pianists and 
organists who. mostly serve in our smaller 
membership churches. Guest musicians 
will be brought in to lead you . Many good 
test imonies have come out of these 
meetings. I hope this is your year to jump 
into personal and professionaJ growth for 
you r church and your Lord . 

Church Music 

1,000 young 
musicians! 

That 's our goal for the first Satewide 
Young Musicians Festival. We've combin~ 
ed our five a..rea festivals imo one loation 
In the center or the sate for this year only. 
Our children 's choir committee will 
ev:aluate the combined festival and decide 
if we want m do this possibly cvc.ry third 
year, to allow~ Young Mwidan the op­
portunity to sing with this monster Young 
Musicians choir. 

Our featlval director, Martha Kirkland, 
will rehearse the choir, give evaluations to 
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choirs th2t 2djudicate, and plan 2.nd direct 
the closing festival celebration on the 
theme, "The Time for Singing is Now." 
Martha is the o lder children's choir con­
sultant for the Baptist Sunday School Board 
in Nashville, Tenn. 

The festiv:tl will be held on Saturday, 
April 20, :n. Geyer Springs First Church in 
Liule Rock. We will begin check-in at 8 :15 
a.m., and the closing worship celebration 
will begin at 3:00 p.m. Families and friends 
a rc welcome to join us for the 
celebration- to hear the largest Young 
Musicians Choir Arkansas has· ever heard! 

Se~ your Music Minist ry Handbook or 
Preschool/Children's Choir News for com­
plete de12ils and registration fo rm, o r call 
the Church Music Department at 376-4791. 
c."t. 5121.-Pcggy Pearson , associate 

Stewardship/Annuity 

Video addresses 
health care 

" Facing the Faas: America's Health Care 
Crisis" is a new video recently released by 
the Annuity Board. Directors of missions 
and many church treasurers received a 
copy. 

Annuity Board President Paul Powell ex­
p lained the mass mailing with four 
statements: · 

- To help churches understand the 
necessary rate increases, 

-Encourage churches in the plan to stay 
with it, 

-Encourage others to enroll in the plan, 
-To introduce new plan provisions. 
To view a copy of the video, contact your 

director of missions or your annuity 
representative.-james A. Walker, annui­
ty r epresentative 

Church Music 

Volunteer/Part­
Time Retreat 

This year's Volunteer/Part Time Music 
Leaders Retreat at Camp Paron, feb. 22-23, 
4 p.m. Frlday-2,30 p.m. Saturday, promises 
to be one of the most outstanding retreats 
of its 20-year history. 

We have a brand new handbook for 
music leaders in the small church , Grow· 
lng A Musical Cburcb. Bob Woolley, state 
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music secretary from Missouri w ill lead in 
the teaching of this handbook. The book 
is filled with exciting ideas that will guide 
you in your music 'ministry. 

We'll talk more 2bout the new hymnal 
that is to be released in March and read 
through new music suitable for your choir. 

Pianists will be taught by Tricia 
Wakefidd, First Church, Stuttgart, fonnerly 
church music department associate for 
Missouri. 

Organists will enjoy developing their 
skill under the leadership of Lynn Bunon, 
Beech Street First Church , Texarkana. 

Pastors will S(Udy the Disciple All: A 
Discipleship Training Manual taught by 
Bob Holley, ABSC Discipleship Training 
Department. · 

The Friday evening worship message w ill 
be brought by ABSC Exeuctive Director 
Don Moore. Peggy Pearson, ABSC Church 
Music Department; will lead a session for 
the Combined Children's Choir on Satur­
day afternoon . 

Bring your entire staff and work together 
in growing your church anti its music 
ministry. 

Registration fee Is 510. Deadline for 
registration is Feb. 11. Forms w ill Qe mail­
ed in januar-y o r contact the Church Music 
Department, 376-4791, ext. 5121.-Glen 
E. Ennes, associate 

Sunday School 

Sunday School 
campaign 

Fill My House, a successful enro llment/ 
attendance campaign will be available again 
this year from the S12te Suilday School 
Dcpanment. This six week campaign is 
suggested to begin on February 25 and con­
clude with high attendance day o n Easte r 
Sunday. However, the m:ucrlaJs are undated 
and can be used during any six week 
period. 

The campaign suggests that goals be set 
by each teaching unit in the Sunday School. 
Each unit would set a goal for cnrollmcn1 
ga.lns, average aetcndance, and high au cn­
danCc Sunday. Class chartS and attendance 
stickers provide a visual record of the pro­
gress of each class. Other materials Include 
promotion posters, clip art pages, commit­
ment cards, and Instruction booklet. The 
material Is sold by pack2gc:d amounts to 
serve tOO persons enrolled In Sunday 
School. Each packet Is $7.00 plus $1.50 per 
package for postage. PackCu picked up at 
the omce in Little Rock have: no postage 
charge. 

The material is effective, inexpensive, 
and simple: to usc. It is ideal for buS)' 
pastors who need a simple: easy promotion 
tool that does not rc:qulrc: a lot of time in­
vestment in order to make it work. We have 
a limited supply of the: material for this 
year. We have 216 packets available: on a 
first-come basis. We will not reprint this 
campaign material since this is the list year 
it will be available. Order early to have the 
best chance of receiving the amount you 
need. 

Churches in Arkansas have been suc­
cessfully using this type of material from 
our omce for several years. It has proven 
to be an effective mol to boost enrollment 
and auendance during the spring months. 
Each pastor received a mailing about this 
material w hich included an order blank. IJ 
you have misplaced yours, call our office 
~t 376·4791, ext. 5128. The spring of 1991 
can be a great one fo r your church and this 
material can help you make it happen. 
Order your material today.- Freddie Plkc, 
direc tor 

Sunday School 

Let's celebrate 
the Bible 

In 1990 Children's Park registration set 
a new reco rd as 1,332 boys and girls took 
"A Thip Through Bible l ands." 

The 1991 Children's Park theme w ill be 
" let's Celebrate the Bible!" Held in the 
summer :u Siloam, this year's Bible study 
will help children understand God's plan 
of salv:uion as they study Bible writers. 
Another study period will involve Bible 
skills. Children who choose to do arts and 
crafts will make a Dible writer puppet , a 
Bible bookmark, a Dible verse box and a 
Dible Library Plaque. 

Music classes will feature songs to help 
the children learn the books of the Dible, 
exploring music in the Bible and fun songs. 

The camp fcc this year will include all 
costs, so every child can participate in arts 
and crafts, choosing either the mo rning or 
the afternoon class. If they choose: to do 
arts and c rafts in the afternoon, they will 
take the music class in the morning. Only 
one arts and crafts class may be taken. 

The evening worship service will focus 
on the tlmes that jesus used the Scrlpturc:s 
as He taught. 

Make plans now to offer this unique 
summertime experience to the childrc:n fn 
your church.- jackle Edwanb, associate 
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Evangelism 

Your Evangelism Conference 
will meet Jan. 28-29 

Arkansas Baptist State Ev:mgclism Conference is fast approaching. PastOrs, SGlff and 
IJ.y people w ill be meeting togethe r Jan . 28·29 at Park Hill Church in North little 
Rock. We have planned this conference with the concept in mind that your evangelism 
staff exists to help yo u do the work of evangelism in the local area. The only w:ay 
we can ever succeed is when you succeed . 

The theme o f the conference w ill be based upo n wh2t Baptists have always believ­
ed. The session themes w ill be " The Trinity," " God 's Crowning Creation , Man," 
" Christian Rcsponsibilil )'," "Sirs We Would Sec jesus," and " The Future." Every spoker 
has been instructed to preach messages that will build upon these themes. 

God has insp ired us to ask cho ice instate people to give testimonies and preach. 
One o f the highlights of our conference is always the testi mo nies. Ronnie Mayes, 
pasto r o f First Church , Beebe, w ill give a testimony on "Personal Witnessing." Ron· 
nic h:as had a gn::u number of people led to Christ during his ministry at lkcbe through 
personal evangelism. Fred Willis is a layman in First Church , Forrest City, who was 
saved in later life. He is a consistent witness and w ill be sharing his testimony on 
" Witnessing as a L:t)•man." Diane O 'Connell is BSU directo r for University of Arkan· 
sas Medical Science C:1mpus in Little Rock. She will be sharing her testimony, " My 
Personal Journey." Sam Moore is pastor of "1\vclve Corners Church in Benton Coun· 
t)'· This church has grown from :1 Sunday School enro llment of 47 to over 200 dur· 
ing his ministry. ~tuch of this has resulted from his own prcsonal witnessing. He will 
share a testimonr " Learning :and Doing Perso nal WilncSsing." 

Mike Huckabee is p:1stor of Beech Street First Church in 1Cxarkana. He is presently 
serving as president of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. Mike will speak in the 
Monday afternoon session on "Jesus Christ the Son." Delton Beall is p:;~stor of First 
Church, Forrest City. He is presently serving as president of the Arkans:;~s Pastors' 
Conference. Deho n will speak in the Monday evening session on " The Creation of 
Man." Dale Thompson is pastor of Immanuel Church in Rogers. His church has been 
very consistent across the years in evangelism. Dale will speak in the Thesday morn· 
ing session on ''Purity in Life.'' Don Moore serves as executive director of the Arkan­
sas Bapt ist State Convention . He h:as been a strong leader in missions and evangelism. 
l-Ie will be speaking in the "1\Jcsda}' morning session on " Witness/Giving Life.' ' This 
is one o f our prio rit}' emphasis in the fall of 1991. Wallace Edgar is pastor of Trinity 
Church, Tcxark:ma. I-I is church has been one o f the leading evangelism churches in 
Arkansas. W:all:acc will speak in the Mo nday evening session o n " The Lost ness o f 
Man." Rex Horne is pas10r o f lmm:mucl Church in Little Rock. He has made a strong 
commitment to leadership in evangelism. Rex will be speaking in the closing Thes· 
day evening session o n " Hell . Home of the Unsaved ." Each of these men arc great 
preachers and strong le:1ders in evangelism. 

There w ill be a recognition and introduction of all vocational evangelists and foreign 
missionaries on Monday evening. A new feaiUre in the conference will be a reeogni· 
tion of outstanding evangelistic bi·vocatio nal and smaller church pastors on Thes· 
d:t}' evening. Each association has been asked to select one of these outsunding 
pastors. 

I hope to visit with you pcrson:1ll )' at the conference. - Clarence She ll, director 

Migrant Missions Conference 
February 1-2 First Baptist Church, Lake City 

Friday, 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p .m . (begins w ith Fe llowship Suppe r) 
Saturday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

For directors of missions, pastors, associational and church 
missions directo rs and ministry leaders. 

For more information contact: Tommy Goode 
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Missions Department, ABSC 
376-4791 Ext. 5249 

February 14 
10:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Levy Baptist Church 

North Little Rock 
Sponsored by: 

Missions Department 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

Conferences In: 
• Hunger Ministries 
• Migrant Ministries 
•Literacy Missions () 
•Senior Adults 
• Multi housing Ministry 
•Ministry B~sed Evangelism 

Conference Leaders: 
• Nalhan Porter, HMB 
• Terry Bailey, 
• Tommy Goode, 
• Diana Lewis, 

() oEiias Pantoja, ABSC 

For more information call: 

376-4791 ext.5249 
Lunch: $5.00 per person 

(Non-rehmdeb&e, paid reservation necessary) 

Registration for February 14 -'"' 
CCM Worl<lhop \...1 
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HELPLINE 

Looking Ahead 

February ··· 
11-15 District Bible Drills/Spcakc~· 1b ur­
namcnts (DT) 

15·16 HSDYM State Basketball Tourna­
ment To urnament , Park filii Clmrcb, 
North Little Rock (Bbd) 

18-19 State Youth Minis te r Retreat , 
DeGray Lodge, Arkadelphia (DT) 

20 State Young Musicians Fest ival, little 
Rock Geyer Springs First Clmrcb (M) 

22-23 Key Leader Meeting, Nor th Lfltle 
Rock Park Hill Church (Ad) 

26-27 RA Congress, Ouacbila Baptist 
University , A rka delp!Jia (Bbd) 

2 " Carry the To rch" 1991 Rail·)' 
Evangelism Training Day, Beech Street First 
Church, Texarkana (Ev) 

15-16 W MU Annual i\lccting , Firs t 28-5/5 Simultaneous World Missions 
Cburcb, IVest Memphis (lVM U) Conference (Bbd) 

16 Associational Baptist Youth Night (IDJ 

4-5 Interfaith Witness Awareness, . 16 "Carry the l b rch" Rally Evangelism 
Lakesbore Drive Cburcb, Little Rock (Ms) Tr.tining Day, First Clm rcb, Forrest City 

8-9 ASSIST Tnining, lmmmmel Cburcb, (Ev) 
Little Rock (SS) 18·22 St:uc Building Tour, (SS) 

8-9 State Church Rcm.-wal Wo rkshop, 
Levy Church, Nortb Little Rock (Bbd) 

"12 Starting Multiple Sunday Schools, Ot­
ter Creek Holiday Inn (SS) 

14 Church and Commuriity J\tinistrics 
Workshop, Levy Cburcb, 'North Little Rock 
(Ms) 

15-16 Su te Single Adult Conference, Park 
Hill Church, North Little Rock (DT) 

16 "Carry the To rch" 1991 Rally 
Evangelism Training Day, Springda le First 
Clmrcb 

22-23 Volunteer/Part-Time Music l eader 
Retreat, Camp Paron (M) 

27/3-1 Directors of Missions Rct rcal. 
DeGray Lodge, Arktldelpbia {At/) 

March 

1·2 Handbell Festival, Immanuel Cburcb, 
Little Ro k (M) 

1·2 State Church Rccrc:uion Conference, 
Camp Paron (DT) 

3-10 Week of Prayer for l-lo me Missions 
and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, 
(WMU) 

5 Sutc Vacation Bible School Clinic, 
I m ma n uel Church, Lillie Rock (SS) 

7-8 Total Church li fe Seminar, Ca mp 
Paron (Ev) 

11-12 Pasto rs' Retreat, Ca mp Paron (Ad) 

11·14 PraiSing II , Opry l a ntl flo tel , 
Nashville, Tenn. (M) 
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25-26 Pasmr/Staff Sunday School Con­
ference, First Cburch, North Lillie Rock 
(SS) 

29·30 St:uc Yo uth Convent io n , 
Statehouse Convention Center; Little Rock 
(DT) 

4 Golden Age Area Conference. Fairf idld 
Bay First Cburcb (M/Ev) 

5 Golden Age Area Conference, North 
Little Rock Central Church (M/Ev) 

6 "Carr}' the TOrch" Rally Evangelism 
Tnining Day, Bryant Fi rst Southern 
Clm rch (Ev) 

7-9· Church Music Excellence Conference, 
Sp r i ngda le First Clmrch (M) 

12·13 Ministry to Children in Crisis Con­
ference, Little Rock (DT) 

12·13 Actecns Encounter, Nor tb Utile 
Rock Park Hill Church (\VMU) 

15-16 New Pastor/Staff Orienta tion, /Jap­
t ist /Julltllng, little Rock (Ad) 

15 Area Summer Youth Co nference, 
Outlcblta Baptist University, Arktldelpbla 
(DT) 

16 Area Summer Yo ulh Conference, 
Willia ms Baptist College, Wa bmt Ridge 
(DT) 

11 Area Summer Youth Confercnce, /Jap ­
tlst Bulltlfng. Little Rock (DT) 

18~19 Minister of Educ;n lon Retreat, 
DeGray Lodge, Arklldelpbla (IYIJ 

Abbreviatfons: 

Ad· Administration; Bhd- Brotherhood; 
CL- Cburcb Leadership; DT- D isciplesbip 
Training; E11 - E11angelism; M - Musi c; Mn 
- Missions; SS - Sunday School ; SIA -
Stewartlsbip/Ammity: Stu - Student; WMU 
- lft mwn S Missionary Union 

15 to 32 Passenger 
Mini-Buses 

• Stock # T-060. 32 Pass. , 6 BT Cummins 

1,~~~!. r~r:n:;,u~i):d~ AT · 545 auto. 

• Srock # T-069, 29 pass .• 7.3 L Diesel 
~~~~~' auto. trans .. maroon/gray 

Call 1-800-423-9826 
Southeastern Bus Sales, Inc. 

Tel. 601-924-1982 
115 W. Norrllslde Dr. Clinton, MS 39056 

A Arkansas Baptist 
~VChildren's Homes and 
~ Family Ministries 

Immediate Pooltlon~ 
Houseparents- Boy's Group Home In 
Jonesboro. Call: Ed Pilote 972·3456 

Cook/ Housekeeper- (30 hrs. per week)· 
Rainbow House In Sherwood. 
Call: David Peny, 376·4791 , Ext. 5119 

Salary, lnourance & paid vacation. 
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NATION 
CHRISTIAN LI FE COMMISS ION 

Cruzan ruling 'di~turbing' 
the state could continue providing food 
and water since the parents d id not provide 
" clea r and convi ncing" proof that Cru:z2;n 
wou ld wa nt to be allowed to d ie. 

by To m Strod e 
SOC Chr lul:lon u ro: Cummlulon 

WAS f-II NGTON (DP)-Thc death b)' sta r­
vation and dchrdrnt ion of Nancy Cruzan 
fo rebodes even greater threats to the 
sac redness o f human li fe, two s taff 
members of the Southern Baptist Christian 
l.ifc Commiss ion have sa id . 

Cru7.an, 33. d ied Dec. 26, 12 days :afte r 
a court in Missouri ruled that feed ing 
th rough a tube imo he r s tomach could be 
stopped. Her death at Missouri Rehabi li ta­
ti on Ccmer in Moum Vernon came amidst 
a na~ i ona l dcb:nc over the morali ty and 
legali ty of :lllowing a paticm to d ie by 
refusing to continue giving her food and 
wate r. 

Richard D. Land. execut ive direc10r o f 
the Christi :to Life Commissio n , said he was 
"very dist urbed .. by the ru li ng tha t allow­
ed Cru zan to d ie. 

" The commiss ion is opposed to the 
definition of hydr:tt ion and feeding as ex­
tr.tO rdi nary medica l means to maintain an d 

s T 

Fred Wolfe Junior Hill 

prolong life," Land said. " I thin k that the 
Cruzan case se ts a ve ry da nge rous prece­
dent. Ameri cans who arc clea rl y di swrb­
cd by this have eve r)' reason 10 be. It's a 
further sign of the erosion of the protec­
tions aro und the sanctity of human li fe in 
our culture." 

Cruzan was admitted to the rchabili ta· 
ti on center in October 1983 after being 
severe ly brain damaged in an automobile 
accident in j anuary of the same year. The 
feeding tube already had been inserted. She 
was no t on a respirato r at any ti me while 
she was at the center, said Barbara Shoun , 
public relations d irecto r at the rehabilita­
tion center. Her condition was class!_fied as 
a " pers istent vegetati ve state." 

In 1987 afte r the rehab ili tatio n center 
staff den ied thei r reques t , joe and j O)'CC 
Cru zan , Nancy's pa re nts, asked a count y 
probate judge to authorize an end to the 
feed ing through the tube. The case finall y 
reached the United States Supreme Court. 
wh ich ruled in j une 1990 b)' a 5·4 vote that 

L 0 u 

The Cru zans :~s kcd fo r a new hea ring in 
Au gust before the same judge after three 
persons came forw:1rd to say that Na ncy 
Cruzan h :~d ind ica ted to them before the 
accident that she would rather die than live 
in such a conditio n. The judge autho riud 
stoppage of giving food and water th rough 
the feeding tube Dec. 14 . 

"The law often has to 'dr.tw lines' <tbOu \ 
wh :~ t is right and w rong, lega l and illegal. 
The line has been drawn to permit a fami­
ly to cut off food and water to a brain ­
damaged pat ient ," said Michael K . 
Whitehead , genera l counsel fo r the CLC, 
w hile express ing sympathy fo r the 
Cruzans. 

" But if the law permits starvation, w ill 
it permit suffoca tion? Can a famil y choose 
to cu t off ai r supply by covering the nose 
and mouth of a patient? When w ill the 
law move the line even further to per­
mit lethal injection as a faste r, more com­
pass ionarc way to termi nate undes irable 
life?" 

s 
February 6-8, 1991 

Bill Staffo rd 

Plus: Tom Elliff, Johnny Hunt, Larry Wynn 

Music by: 
Mike & Faye Speck, The Talleys, Daisy 
McGrew 

First Baptist Church 
2012 Missouri State Road 

Arnold, MO 63010 

Fo r m ore information call : 
(314) 287-2342 
(Nursery Provided) 

A Dynamic 3-0oy Conleronco feoluring Some ol Amorica1 Bosl PtoocheB and Musicians - Presenled by Solley SmHh Mlnls~les 
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Inv,estigations 
restricted 
by Larry Chesser 
Jbptbt Joint Committee 

WASHINGTON (BP)-A federal district 
judge has ruled that government in­
,·cstigamrs do not have" unfettered discre­
tion" 10 infiltrate church services. 

The ruling by U.S. Oistritl Judge Roger 
!::r.ttHI in a lawsuit filed by four Lutheran 
and Presbyterian congregations and their 
parent denominations imposed new 
restrictions on the government's ability to 
infiltntc religious serv ices. 

TI1c churches filed suit in 1986 challeng­
ing the covert investigation of churches 
suspected of involvement in the s:m ctu:uy 
movement by undercover informants hired 
by the Federal Immigration and Naturaliu­
tion Service. Court records show thlt 
undercover informants attended church 
scr,•iccs and on at least one occasion , 
secretl y tape-recorded a worship service. 

The undercover investigation was made 
public during the trial of several sanctuary 
movement members who had been charg­
ed wi th conspiracy and smuggling Centn:l 
Americans into the United States. 

While judge Stand's ruling did not pro­
hibit investigation o f church activities, it 
held that the government's investigation 
must be conducted in good faith. 

"The government in ' constitutionally 
precluded from unbridled and inap­
propriate coven activity which has a.s its 
purpose or object ive the abridgment of the 
First Amendment freedoms of those involv­
ed," the ruling stated . 

Additionally, the ruling said investigators 
" must adhere scrupulously to the scope 
and extent of the invil:nlon to participate 
that may have been extended o r offered to 
them.' ' 

Peter Baird, an attorn<.'")' representing the 
plaintiffs, said the ruling means that when 
the invitation extended is for worship, 
anything outside that invitation, such as 
tape-recording the ser vice, is not 
permissible. 

A broad coalition of religious groups, In­
cluding the Baptist joint Commiu ee, join· 
ed the c.ase in support of the churches out 
of concern for First Amendment and other 
rights. 

" TI1is case is of critlcal importance to all 
churches regardless of their views on the 
sanctuary movement ," said Oliver Thoma.s, 
general counsel of the Baptist Joint Com· 
mittce, a Washington-based religious liberty 
agency representing 10 national Baptist 
groups. 

''Churches have First Amendment rlghu 
that must be taken Into account- even by 
the justice Oep~rtment ," Thomas uld. 
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Across the Country 

CP receipts second highest for December 
NASHVIlLE, Tcnn .- Southcrn Baptist Convent ion Coopcrati\"l' Progr;ml unified budgcc 

receipts in Decr:mber 1990 totaled St1 ,192 ,207. an increase of 6.73 percent O\"t:r 
December of 1989. 

The December 1990 lOtal was the second highest December Cooperat ive Program 
giving amount on rrcord. Receipts for the same mo nth in 1988 tota led a record 
!i12,151,002. Receipts for the first three mo nths o f the 1990-91 budget yea r were 3. 5·1 
percent above the same period fo r 1989·90. According to the Burc:1u of labo r Statis ti cs . 
the rate of inflation for the period was 6;3 percent . 

Home missions count reaches all-time high 
ATLANTA-The iiumber of ftome missions personnel se rving through the Southern 

Baptist HOf!lC Mission Board reached an all-t ithe high of 4,573 at the end of 1990. That 
compares to 3,808 ho me missionaries se rving at the end of thl' previous year. ' 

The increase is due to the addition of Mission Service Corps ,·oluntcers lO the count. 
last December, HMB trustees voted to include in the missionar)' count :t il Mission Ser­
vice Corps volunteers who have made a commitment to serve :u least t\\.'o rc:t"?s. Mis · 
sion Service Corps is one of severa l programs for home missions vo lumcers. Missions 
Service Corps personnel r;~ise the ir own support. 

The final 1990 count included 833 Missipn Service Corps volunteers and 3.740 per · 
sonnet as coumed under the oiO system. The HMB now coums four categories: appointed , 
approved , Mission Service C~~ps and sta re administrative personnel. 

Nashville hospital nioves to elect trustees 
NASHVILLE, Tenn.-Baptist Health Care System board of trustees o n Dec. 19 approv­

ed amendments in the charter of Nashville's Baptist Hospital which authorizes the hospit:tl 
to elect its own trustees. 

Currently the Tennessee Baptist Convention's committee on nomin;uions annually 
presents a slate for convention messengers' approval. 

The board action permits an increase in number for the hospital board and :t ll ows 
the board to elect its successors when vacancies occur. 

Board Chairman Guy B:ues, a layman (rom joelton, sa id the corporate reorganiz:uion 
approved at the regular meeting was part of the board's plan " to prepare the hospital 
for the challenges of the 1990s." The vote was unanimous, w ith one abstention . 

GEYER SPRINGS FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

RIPD .. giiiii_ifi~~~ 
MY llllalll.l'm.lm&~ 

DIVORCE RECOVERY MINISTRY 
Thirteen sessions designed to help you "rebuild" after 
separation from a spouse due 10 death or divorce. 
Sessions meet each Wednesday at6:00 p.m. and arc 
led by Dr. Glen McGriff (BS, MA, D.Min). 

Begins Feb. 6th 

To register or ask infonnation contact: 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church- 565,3474 

5615 Geyer Springs Rd.· Little Rock, AR 72209 
Paul R. Sanders, Pastor Dr. McGriff 
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Convention Uniform 

Faithfulness 
by jim Lagrone, Bry.a.nt First Southern 
Church 

Basic passage: Luke 19:11·27 

Foc:al passage: Luke 19:20-27 

Central truth: jesus taught faithfulness 
and accountability are required with 
our relationship to God. 

As trustees for God we should ace with 
responsible freedom and accountability. We 
should respo nd to God in the love that he 
has for us. That love should result with the 
usc of our time and talents as he so re­
quires. All Christians as stewards have to 
be faithful to him. jesus iiJustrated through 
this par.~ble that faithfulness and accoun­
tability should be reflected in our life. 

The swry is simple. A man of noble binh 
appointed 10 of his scrvams to put his 
money to work until he came back. Upon 
his return the first one said. }'Our money 
has earned 10 more. The second one came 
and said, your mon<.'}' has t.-arned five more: 
To those two he awarded them by giving 
them additional responsibility. 

The same principle appfies in the Chris· 
tian realm. Many times, people ask for God 
to give them greater direction and blessing, 
but they arc not faithful in the small things. 
If you desire to be u~d in a greater capaci­
ty, you must be found faithful where you 
a.re today for God to extend that blessing 
tomorrow. ,. 

The center of this parable, however, lies 
with the third servant, who out of fear 
decided that he would put his money away 
on a piece of cloth and try to return all of 
it to him. His fear was motivated by the fact 
that he did not want to take the risk, and 
he eventually reaped what he had sown. 

The serv.ant's words became the b:lsis of 
his judgmenl. If the servant had really 
believed what he said about the master, 
then he would have invested. He would 
have at least put the mo ney in the bank 
where it would have earned Interest. By his 
own words, the nobleman proclaimed 
judgment. The money was taken from him 
and given to one who could put it to bet­
ter usc. 

This very clearly illustrates that one who 
take's advantage of his opportunities wUI 
be given more opportunities. One that 
make no usc o f the opportunities In the 
faith that he has, wm not gain any. The 
smallest gift must be put to good usc In the 
Christian life. We do not stand still. We 
must use our gifts aOd move forward. 

nltk..-mc•-lllt~•* ••-llouiiRik Lor:..- br 
Owt•du n~ u.u- kMu. Cop)'Tialrlc l•ln'Udoul eo.. 
dlo/U~Ute41rt'~ 
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Life and Work 

Life more abundant 
by Curtis Hoots, Lakeshore Drive 
Church, Little Rock 

Basic passage: john 10:9-18, 27-30 

Focal passage<}ohn 10•9·11, 14, 27·30 

Central truth: jesus' abundant life Js 
the life of salvation. 

People long ago discovered the dif­
ference between simply having life and liv­
ing a full and meaningful life. 1b those who 
recognize that distinction and desire more 
than a routine life, jdtis offers life "more 
abundantly.'' 

As we aamine the passage and consider 
jesus' teachings we quickly sec that the life 
of abundarice and the life of salv.uion are 
one in the saine. As jesus leads into his pro­
mise of abundant life he does so by saying 
in verse 9 that the one who enters by him 
"shall be s:iVed." Then in verse 28 he pro­
mises to diOse sheep who hear his voice 
to "give unto them eternal life." 

Within this context of salvation jesus 
develops hiS theme of abundant•life. First, 
we sec the protection he offers to those 
within his sheepfold. In verses 11, 15, 17 
and IS' he repeatedly speaks of laying 9own 
his life for us, his sheep. In the midst of an 
increasingly hostile world, we can draw 
comfort from the fact that, nOt once or 
twice, but five times, he tries to conviOce 
his flock of his protection. 

The next aspect of jesus' abundant life 
we find first in verse 14. As the good 
shepherd, jesus know his sheep and we, In 
tum, know him. The "yuppie" generation, 
after years of sacrificing all else for "suc­
cess;' has now begun to realize how bar­
ren life is without meaningful relationships 
with others. What more abundant and 
fulfilling relationship could we ever con· 
ceive than with the very Son of God? 

Another aspect that jesus includes in this 
passage on abundant life is what we Bap­
tists like to caJI " the ctemal security of the 
believer." We find this in verse 29 as jesus 
assures us that no one is able to steal us 
away from the Father's hand. How 
wonderful would our salvation be, how 
comforting our protection, how mean­
ingful our relationship with him, how 
abundant our life if we lacked this one 
assurance? 

When we seck the abundant life offered 
by Jesus, let us look in those areas of which 
he spoke-his ulvation, protection, rc.la­
clon and security. All else wUlleave us still 
searching. 

nhk.-M~•lkWr*Wbrt.Cwttnll-bScMI.,_ 
...... Q~~~tlw,_..,Jdlclol._..olcM ,_..,....-c.-.... AI ....... taa't'H. "'"'~,.,....._ 

Bible Book 

The Christian and wealth 
by Harry Black, First Church, England 

Basic passage: Luke 16:10-lS, 19-2~ 

Focal passage: Luke 16:10-15 

Central truth: Our stewardship of 
material resources determines the ex­
tent to which 'God wlll entrust us with 
spiritual rlthes. 

As a child, I rccciycd an allow.ance. 
Although 1 did not unQerstand it then, now 
I realize that the allowance was not so 
much to provide spending money as it was 
to teach me responsibility. It is interesting 
how current spending and savin'g patterns 
were established in my treatment of that 
boyhood allo-wance. In Luke 16, jesus ex­
plains how our future opportunities with 
" true riches" are also dependent upon our 
t~atment of " worldly wealth ." 

In verses 10-12, jesus comrasts our 
responsibility to-ward material and spiritual 
wealth. We arc responsible for its usc (v. 
10). To be f.lithful in little things is to use 
material resources rightly. This shows the 
proper management of " much," indicating 
spiritual wealth . In contrast, the unjust 
(wrong) use of material resources 
demonstrates an inability to righ~ly manage 
spiritual wealth. 

We arc also respopsible for the availabili· 
ty of spiritual weallh (v. 11). If one does not 
rightly manage material assets, no matter 
how small, that one will not be given the 
opportunity to manage true, spiritual 
riches. And,.fin:tlly, we arc responsible for 
the stewardship of riches (v. 12). The word 
stewardship relates to the management of 
another person's resourCes. We arc stewuds 

. of God's material wealth. The bank ac­
count may have our name on it, but it is 
God's. 

In verse 13 , jesus proclaims an 
unalterable principle: o ne cannot sc.rve 

~:w~~hd ;;:r;:m;1~;1~~7'c~n! c;~~~: 
and tempor.IJ. God is concerned with that 
which is spiritual and eternal. 

Then, In vcr5e 15,)csus reminds us that 
God knows men's hearts. The Phari~es 
had declared themselves w be just and 
upright, and had succeeded in convincing 
their fellowmen. But, God Is not SW2ycd 
by the apparent generosity of an offering. 
He knows what is In our hearts. 

The battle for our affections is st.rong In 
this maiCriallstlc society. we n<Cd 10 rightly 
use God's physical riches, thereby acquir­
Ing greater use of his spiritual riches. 

TWt~~ .. .._.. ..... ..., ... ,..., .. ,....,. .... .,....~~-~lcliOM._. __ 
Solldttn .... c-.di&.U,.....IUIB'ft'LU...~~ 
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f·~·' LESSONS FOR LIVING 
Convention Uniform Life and Work Bible Book 

The imperative of love 
by jim Lagrone, Bryant First Southern 
Church 

Basic passage: Luke 10:25-37 

Focal passage : Luke 10:27 

Ccntr2l truth! jesus commands us to 
love without reservation. 

The classic s tOC)' o f the Good Samaritan 
is one that practical!)• all people can relate 
to. However. it also is one that is rarely ap­
plied in the Christian life. 

An expert in law stood up to test jesus 
and asked just what he had to do co inherit 
eternal life. jesus responded to IMrn with 
a question and askfd his opinion. But this 
eXpert wanted to justify himself and figure 
out the legal way that he might be able to 
earn his· salvation. 

It is quite obvious that no one earns their 
salvation. No one can justify himself before 
God. Salvation in Chrisr comes through 
grace. But that salvarion should resull in 
Chrisrian wo rks and Chrisrian fruir rather 
rhan self sef.ving justifiable rules. 

The rension that existed between the two 
races, jews and Samaritans, perhaps is un­
paralleled in today's world. Race relations 
was o ne of dle foundation points of this 
story. j esus was-showing that expert Of the 
law just who his neighbor was. The inter­
pretation is quire simple. Everyone is your 
neighbor, regardless of the color of skin . 
how large the pocketbook, and how great 
the abilities are that a person might have. 

So the quq tion c"omes, just who arc you 
concerned about? Every church in Arkan· 
sas is surrounded by people with great 
needs, both spiritual and physical, and we 
should be responding ro rhosc needs and 
taking care of our neighbors. 

jesus makes us aware that time should 
be taken to u kc care of rhosc around us. 
The church should be meeting the needs 
of the people that arc entrusted to it. The 
moral Imperat ive found in answer to the 
question, "who is my neighbor?", is quire 
clear and quite simple. ·'As the body 
without the spirit is dead, so fairh without 
deeds is dead" oa. 2 :26). 

The faith demonstrated through this act 
of unselfish love, clearly reveals the 
qualities that should be present in the 
Christian life. Salvation should sharpen the 
desire to serve In a greater capacity. That 
t·ype service is not self·seeking. It is the 
kind of service that reveals true faith in 
Christ. True greatness in God's kingdom 
comes from humbly serving mher people. 

nk k-cn•taf.•l .. "-.4 o. tbc l•krutloulllbl~ ~NOll tor 
Otfttlu TctGiaf. li.U.W. ktkJ. Copftll)t 1-tUtkMalJ Ccttla­
tUo/f.4JkaCiool. ll11C4..,~Iool-
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Eternal life in present 
by Curtis _Ho nts, Lakeshore Drive 
Church, Little Rock 

Basic passage: j o hn 11:2 1·27, 40-44 

Focal passage: john 11 :21-27, 40-44 

Central truth: Hope for the future 
need not b e delayed until eternity. 

Next to his own death ar:d resurrection. 
the events o f rhis chapter may bt: the most 
dramatic of jesus' life o n earth. More than 
healing the sick or •rcviving the recently 
deceased , we now sec jesus restore life to 
Laz.'lrus four days after death . As we r<.:view 
the passage we can learn at least two things 
from Martha and at le:1st two things from 
jesus. 

First, let us look at the examples Martha 
sets for us. In verses 21-22 we find her tur­
ning tO j esus as quickly as she can after this 
major tragedy in her life and expressing-her 
continued confidence in him. •As Christians 
on this side of the cross we do not need 
to wait for him to arrive. When traged)'. 
small or great , comes our way, may we first 
step tOward him in confidence. 

Not only did Manha's confidence in 
j esus remain firm , so did her eternal hope. 
In verse 24 she displays an unwavering 
assurance that Lazarus (and'hcrself as well) 
"shall rise again ... at the last day." In the 
midst of one of life's gre:uesr trials she 
could draw strength from her hope in the 
future. 

In response to l\.lartha, je~us seems to af­
firm her fairh . True, she did not fully 
understand him, but for he r sake and ours 
j esus equates himself with resurrection, life 
and eternity. Hope fo r eternity was not 
longer a vague persuasion bur a very ccr­
tl in person. Our hope for I he fururc need 
not be built upon another's beliefs. lnsrcad, 
let us build rhat hope upOn j esus and his 
promise that " he w ho bclic~'CS in me shall 
live even if he dies." . 

After his encounter w ith Mary, we find 
jesus with the two sisters ar the burial site 
of La:r.arus. When Martha shows that she 
has grasped only part of jesus' earlier 
Jesson, he reminds her of their conversa­
tion then proceeds to reveal that he is God 
not of resurrection eternity only but of pre· 
scm circumstance as well. 

In forceful and dramaric fashion he calls 
Lazarus for;th fro m rhe dead. As Lazarus, 
still bound in grave cl01hes, struggles for· 
ward , we o nce again sec clearly that ours 
is both a present and future hope, and In 
Jesus, resu rrection ctcrnily begins now. 

T1llt k,_l• blHd oa 1M Ute ud Work Cunln.lum for 5outbcra 
l'ptltl Oiutdlct, coprriJht by 1M IIUMbr 5dlool lolfd of t&e 
lllvlbc:NIIIflllAI(orlor;n!kNI...WrlpiJn:lltf"'IC4-l/IICdby pn-III!MioL 

Service and persistence 
by Harry Black, First Church, England 

Basic passage: Luke 17:7-10 

Focal passage: Luke 17:7-10 

Ccnlral truth: True discipleship in­
volves basic servanthood and excep­
tio nal persistence. 

Have you ever played "stroke the folk? " 
We play it in churches. business clubs. and 
civic organizations ail the time. We play by 
recognizing and honoring people for do­
ing what they ought to do anyway. "Stroke 
the folk" is not necessarily bad; but 
overuse tends to promore the attitude that 
we deserve special recognition for ordinary 
service. In Luke 17-18, jesus talked about 
common service that deserved no special 
recognition and uncommon persistence 
that receives special recognition. 

Commo n service is described in Luke: 
17:7-10. Should the slave cat before his 
master? Should he receive special recogni· 
tion fo r doi ng his job? In our society, the 
answers may not be so clear. but in jesus' 
culture there was only o ne answer; "of 
course not! ·· The master delegated tasks to 
the servants w ith complete authority and 
finality. The faithful servant did not ques­
tion his tasks, he simply obeyed. 

How strange this sounds to our modern , 
liberated cars. To obey w ithout question? 
To disregard personal rights? Our definition 
of discipleship woUld not go so fa r. That 
is why many church members consider 
t:vangelism, righteousness, and piety to be 
options rather than obligations. jesus defin­
ed it as unqUalified obedience. and 
understood it to be the common conduct 
o f a faithful servant. 

In Luke 18:10-14, we find an illustration 
of such an understanding. When the 
Pharisee prayed, he boasted that he was not 
a robber, evildoer, or adulterer. He fasred 
twice a week, and tithed of :111 he had. I 
envision God as saying, "So w hat?" With 
the cxceprion o f fasting, ail of these were 
common religious expectations. The 
boast ful believer needs to come humbly 
with those o f Luke 17: 10 confessing, "we 
are unpro fitable servants: we have done 
that w hich was our duty to do." 

Then Luke 18:1-7a speaks concerning 
persistence in prayer. Even the most com­
mon servant can be uncommo n in prayer 
by being persistent . While we cannot harass 
God Into gr:mtlng our requesrs, we can pro· 
ve o ur earnestness by persistence. And that 
always g:1ins God 's attention. 

Thlt k- '"tliiKIIt b blH6 on iJK lllbl( llcidl Studr for Soutbcn1 
llpd11 dlutdtu, coprtf&bt by the hnd.lr kbool lotrd of tbc 
$outbt:mlapW4Coo.u~tbi. AllripUrnorfW'4.UkilbyJKnlllulon. 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Attrition rate rises 
by Donald 0. Martin 
SBC Fon:lgn Mlulon Boud 

RICHMOND. Va . (BP)-Overscas mis­
sions gained only one missionary for every 
49 the Southern Baptist Foreign Miss ion 
Doard appointed from 1987 to 1989. accor­
ding to the latest attrition report. 

The figures contrasted sharply with the 
years 1980 through 1986, when every 49 
additions resulted in a net ga in of 12 
overseas personnel. Thirty-seven of the 49 
replaced those who had retired , resigned, 
completed se rvice or died. From 1987-89, 
it took 48 of the 49. to replace losses. 

A combination of fewer missionary ap­
pointments and slightly higher rates of 
resignations and retirements caused the 
change, reported jim Slack, a consultant in 
the board 's reseMch and planning office. 

Slack told trustees on the Foreign Mis­
s io n Board 's strategy committee in 
December that if such negative trends in 
personnel enlistment and retention are left 
unchecked, Southern Baptists' Bold Mis­
sion Thrust goa l o f having a foreign mis­
sion force of 5.000 by the end of A.D. 2000 

will be in jeopardy. 
But FMB leaders hope an appointment 

upturn recorded in 1990 will continue and 
that it will help reverse the recem trend. 

To reach the Bold Mission Thrust goal, 
appo intments for the next 10 years must 
increase annually by 2.58 percem . Ap· 
pointment increases have averaged 2.52 
percent in the last decade. The board needs 
to close the gap by only 0.06 percent. 

However, the next few years arc critical, 
Slack noted. If appointments do not con­
tinue to increase in these years, the board 
will have to appoint more than 600 peo­
ple a year toward the end of the '90s to 
reach its goal. 

Slack explained how quickly the aurition 
picture can change. The drop in net gain 
on the field occurred because the declin· 
ing appointments , a sligh t ri se in 
retirements and a slight increase in resigna­
tions all hit at the same time, Slack said . 

So where do mission administr.uors look 
fo r fixes? 

Mission workers leave the field in one of 
four ways: retirements, resignations , 

deaths, and completion of service. No 
category exists for tcrmjnations because 
when missionaries are fired , which is rare, 
they arc allowed to resign. These numbcr.i 
dissolve into the resignation category. 

Retirements are part of the process; mis­
sion administrAtors can do little except pl:J.n 
for these losses. Resignations are where ad­
ministrators can have the greatest effect. 

Missionaries also are resigning earlier in 
their careers. In 1989 there were 174 
resignations. More than 50 percent of those 
resigned before completing two four-year 
terms. The majority said they were resign· 
ing because God was leading them into a 
different ministry or a "change of calL" 

Betty Law, vice president for work in the 
Americas, heads a new committee to 
review how the board gathers information 
on why missionaries resign. 

"Many times missiOnaries don't express 
their needs early enough ," Law said. 
"Often by the time they state their frustra­
tions or problems, they 've made up their 
minds to resign . It 's an irrevocable 
decision. 

Mission leaders say if they can help new 
missionaries make it th rough two terms 
overseas, they almost assure their chances 
of never ~signing . 

" ... my deepest appreciation for your work at 
Living Hope. You have had a life-saving and 
life-changing impact on my dearest friend." 

Living Hope Institute offers a Christian Counseling Program 
of Professionally Balanced Clinical and Spiritual Care 

for Psychiatric and Substance Abuse Problems. 

WANDA STEPHENS, M.D., MEDICAL DIRECTOR & FOUNDER 

OOLiving Hope Institute 
AT DOCTORS HOSPITAL 
500 SOUTH UNIVERSITY, SUITE 121 
LITfLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72205 
(501) 663-HOPE or 1 (800) 829-HOPE 
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Subscriber Ser.vices 
The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagaz ine 
offers subscrip tion plans at three rates : 

Every Resident Family Pb.n 
gives churches a premium rate when 
they send the Newsmagazine to all their 
resident households. Resident families 
arc calculated to be at least one-fourth 
of the church's Sunday School enroll ­
ment. Churches who send onl }' to 
members who request a subscription do 
not qualify for this lower rate of $).64 
per year for each subscription. 

A Group Plan (fo rmerl y called the 
Club Plan) allows church members m 
get a beu er than ind ividual rate when 
10 or more of them send their subscrip­
tions together thro ugh their church . 
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Subscribers through the gro up pl2 n pay 
16.36 per year. 

Individual subscriptions m:~;y be 
purchued by w yooe at the r.uc of S7.99 
per year. These subscri ptions arc: more 
costly because they requ irt individuaJ at· 
trotJon fo r address chwgcs and rcncwaJ 
notices. 

Otanges of address by individuals 
may be made with the above form. 

When loqulrlog abou t your 
subscription by mail , please include the 
address label. Or call us at (501) 
376-4791, ext. SIS6. Be prepared to give 
us you r code Hne Information . 
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WORLD 
MIDD LE EAST 

Some staying, some leaving 
by Mike Cres we ll 
SOC Fondgn l•llulon Board 

BR USSE LS, Be lgi um (BP)- Most 
Southern Baptist wo rkers in the Middle 
East were still at their posts j an. 9. but they 
were keeping sui1cases packed and some 
were preparing to leave as the j :m . 15 
United Na ti o ns deadlin e fo r Iraq 's 
w ithdrawal from Kuwait neared . 

The world has watched as more th:m h:al f 
a million troops have assembled in Saud i 
Ar.tbia, poised to launch an offensi\'(· 
against Iraq if its troops do not wi thdr.tw 
from Ku wait. 

Many Southern Baptist reprcsent:nivcs in 
the region wo uld find it diffi cuil to leave 
even if they wanted to, since planes out o f 
some str.uegic areas arc booked so lid for 
weeks. Onl y two airlines serve jordan now, 
and thC)' arc booked up umil afte r jan. IS. 
a representative there said . 

j ordan is pCrilousl)' wedged between 
Iraq and Israel. Iraqi leader Saddam Hus· 
se in has vowed to attack Israel if Iraq is at· 
mcked by the United St::ues and o ther forces 
in Saudi Arabia. 

Some worke rs ass igned to j ordan arc in 
the United States fo r medical leave o r 
furlough . Dut eight career workers and live 
children intend to stay on for now, 
although one couple scheduled :t l ondon 
vaca tion to begin jan. 14. 

The workers have secured cntq• visas fo r 
Syria as a last-ditch evacuat io n outlet, 
Milligan said, and have stockpiled food and 
water. Families have been adv ised to sta)' 
indoors fo r at least four o r fi ve days if w:tr 
breaks out to :1llow securit y fo rces time to 
regain control. she said. 

Bapt ist personnel in the West Bank and 
Gaza have faced a much tenser sit uation as 
Palestinians supporting Iraq have stepped 
up thei r fight- called the lmifada-against 
Israeli occupation. Violent clashes an d r.t n· 
dom attacks have increased in recent 
weeks, leading Southern Bapt ist workers 
assigned the re to stay mos tly indoors. 

The 21 Southern Baptist personnel in 
Gaza arc assigned to work with a nu rsing 
school that now has 14 nu rsing students. 
After gradu:uing a class of 26 students in 
September, a shortage of teachers kept the 
school from having any more students, said 
Southern Baptis t teacher K2rl Wea thers. 

Scr.~.w l cd on the side of the hospital , p:m 
o f the compound where the workers li ve, 
a.re the Arable words " Death to America." 
Weathers and his wi fe, Thelma , both o f 
Earle, Ark., can see the sign from thei r front 
porch. 

''That means your government , not you 
personall y,'' o ne st udent to ld Mrs. 

\'1:1eathcrs. D111 shc and othe rs worry about 
whether many of the young Pa lestinians 
could confuse "America" with Americans. 

In lsf'lcl, as in other countries, th e choice 
to go o r stay is up to those invol\'ed . 

Dale Thorne, who directs Southern B;lp· 
ti st work in the Middle East and north 
Africa fro m ;1 b:lst· in Cyprus, lea rned j an . 
9 that sevcr.1l Baptist worke rs and families 
w ill lc;1vc ISr.lcl by bo:njan . 13 from Hai fa 
and arri ve in Cyprus tht:: nex t day. 

In Yemen, work cont inues at the hospital 
:11 lbb. It is staffed b)' 27 Southe rn Baptist 
representat ives who intend to remain. 
although about 90 percent of Westerne rs 
have left Yemcn. sa id pharmacist Hugh Pro­
vost o f West Memphis. Ark . 

" \Vc all h:tve exi t visas and always h:1ve 
stuff ready for :1 quick ex it , but you can't 
'just go o ff and leave a hospital. You c:ul't 
leave sick people.'· 

Parks' mother 
dies at 93 

BRYA N, Tcsas (BP)-AIIie Parks. mothe r 
of Somhcrn Baptist Fo reign Miss ion Doard 
Presi d ent R. Keith Parks. di ed o f 
pneumonia Dec. 28 at St. j oseph Hospita l 
in Brya n . Texas. 

Mrs. Parks. 93. w:1s :1 member of First 
Bapt ist Church in Brra n. She jo ined the 
chu rch in 1987 :tfter moving from Danville, 
Ark ., to li ve with her oldest daughter, jean 
Glazener. 

In Arbns;ls, she w:1s a member o f the 
Fi rs t Baptist Church in Danville. A n:uive 
o f Briggsv ille, Ark., Mrs. Parks, the fo rmer 
Alli e Cowger. is su rvived b)' her four 
children, jean Gl:izencr o f Br)'an; Ke ith 
Pa rks of Richmoml, Va .; Nell Mason ofS:m 
Antonio, Texas: and j im Pa rks o f Temple. 
l C.xas. Other survivors include 13 grand· 
children :1nd six grea t-gnndchildrcn . 

Italian church 
needs pastor 

The Cah•:1ry Baptist Church, a congrega­
tion o f 100 people located in tago Pa t ria , 
Ita ly, which is ncar Naples, is in need of 
a pastor. The congregation is mainl y pea· 
pie connected with the American mililary. 
The chu rc h is afnt ia tcd w ith the European 
Bapt is t Convent ion (English l:1nguagc) :1nd 
is founded on the principles and doctrines 
of the Southe rn Bapt ist Convention. 

If interested , please contact Gary Ell iott , 
Airsout lt Oox 143, FPO NY 09524 . 
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