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PAUL'S DEFENSE BEFORE FELIX 

(When Felix had a tiger by the tail) 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS Dr. W•. o, Vaught, Jr. 
NUMBER 119 Immanuel Baptist Church 
ACTS 2419-10 Little Rock, Arkansas 

ACTS 2419-10 "And the Jews also assented, saying that these things were 
so. Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to spealc, 
answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge / 
unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself:" 

We saw last t i me that verses 7 and 8 are not in the original G,reek, As 
we get down to the end of the Book of Acts we must keep in mind that we 
are in the declining years of the Roman Empire. Capitalism had made 
things great for the Roman Empire but they had drifted into socialism. 
They began to feed the poor with grain from Egypt and the empire became 
an empire of beggars , The barbarians began to take over the empire and ' 
slavery brought corruption and by the time Claudius ended his reign and· . 
Nero took over, things were in a bad decline, The one thing that saved · 
the Roman Empire at that time was the rise of Christianity and within · 
Christianity was the rise of Bible doctr ine , Thi s is the factor that 
prolonged the Roman Empire for several centuries, Later on Christianity 
deteriorated into religion and religion was the greatest factor in the . 
decline and de struction of the Roman Empire, In many ways the Uni tr.d. 
!·Jta tes is facing the same problems Rome faced in Paul' E;! day. So it is · 
interesting that here in the closing chapters of Acts we see the clash 
of the Roman Empire and Christianity, The one answer to the problems of 
the Roman Empire was Christianity, 

Let us recall the three charges made against Paul by Tertullus, 
1. Disturbing the peace in Jerusalem, Of course, this was a great 

distortion of the facts. 
2, Leading a revolt against the Roman Empire, Actually nothing 

was farther from the t ruth . The truth was this--the gosp8 l ~ 
Paul preached brought the golden age of the empire ru_Jl .=o.c:tu­
ally saved the empire for several centuries. Paul li terally 
changed the course of world history by introducing Christian­
ity and Bible doctrine into the empire.

J, Attempting to profane the holy temple in Jerusalem, 

Drusilla and Felix were in the castle at Caesarea enjoying the life of 
the Mediterranean coast and one day a group of soldiers arrived in 
Caesarea with a prisoner by the name of Paul, This one event cha~ged 
everything, Tertullus, the Roman orator, used every trick in the b :)Ok 
to remove Paul from the scene, But remember this, Paul was in the handE 
of God and Paul's greatest ministry was ahead of him. Now, to be sure, 
Paul had made a mistake by going to Jerusalem, But after all, , who ·does 
not fail somewhere along the way? Paul had rebounded and his great 
world-wide ministry was just ahead for him and before he died he would be 
able to say that "Some in Caesar's household salute thee." Paul's legal­
istic vow in the Jerusalem temple brought some severe punishment, but 
God turned the cursing into blessing and Paul was thrown into the Roman 
arena to defend Christianity before the leaders of the empire, Now 2ny 
of the three charges made against Paul could cause him to be beheaded 
if they could be proved true. Tertullus was indeed clever and he tried 
his best to pin these charges on Paul, Indeed Tertullus did build a 
very appealing case against Paul , but through it all God cared for Paul 
and in every situation Paul was the master of the situation, Since verse 
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seven and part of e ight are not in the original, the text should read 
"Wh om we seized, whom you may be able after examining yourself to be 
able to se e why we a ccuse him," So in these words Tertullus threw 
the cas e of Paul into the hands of Felix, But please notice here a very 
important point. Tertullus had made three severe accusations without 
presenting any evidence to back up his statements, Roman law said that 
a man could not be proven guilty without proper evidence and that evid­
ence must follow certain established principles, None of those points 
of Roman law were observed in Paul's trial, 

ACTS 24:9 "And the Jews also assented, s aying tha t these things were 
so," This verse is given simply to show that the Jews were spineless 
and were willing to lie and distort t he i ss ue only i f they could carry 
their point and put an end to Paul, The word for "saying" her e is 
"Phasko." Socrates used this same word and it means "to alledge" s ome­
thing, In other words, they alledged t hat Paul was guilty but t hey had 
no facts to back up their stand, 

ACTS 24:10 "Then Paul, after that the gove rnor had beckoned unto him 
to s pe ak, answered, Forasmuch as I know tha t thou hast been of many 
years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answe+ f or my 
self:" Now how can Paul defend himself against such a magnificent pre­
sentation? Indeed Tertullus was a clever lawyer and he had gotten on 
the good side of Felix with his flattery and compliments, He had als o 
insinuated that Paul had robbed the temple in Jerusalem and this was a 
good way to arouse the hatred of Felix~ for if anybody robbed anything 
in Judaea, then Felix was the one who would do the robbing . Fel i x was 
greedy for money and he wanted to get money out of Paul one way or ~.n­
ether, Neither does he want a revolt in Judaea , f or thi s would cut d own 
on taxes and Felix got his cut out of the taxes collected, So remember 
this point as we begin to look at the defens e of Paul--Rome is going to 
give Paul a chance to defend himself. This shows again the great f air­
ness of t he Roman courts of tha t time, Paul was innocent until p1~:wen 
guil ty , and t hough Te rtullus had a ccused him of three very terrible 
crimes aga:ins t Rome , he had given no evidence to ba ck up his claims . 
So Paul was give n an oppor t uni t y to answer his charges, 

(I would like to inject something here that you must keep in mind if 
you are to understand the frame of mind of Paul as he came to his de­
fense, Back in Jerusalem just a few nights before, when he had been 
dejected and discouraged, Jesus had appeared to him in a night vision 
and had given him assurance and had promised him that he would w.itnoss 
in Rome. This was all the evidence Paul needed, He believed in the 
word of Jesus and he knew that there was no way in the world for them 
to kill him there in Caesarea for the Lord had told him that he would 
witness in Rome. Paul had inner information and inner assurance and 
he wasn't the least bit afraid of Tertullus, or the high priest, or 
the Sadducees or Felix or anybody else. The great promises of God were 
running through his mind and Paul was as secure as if he had been sit­
ting on the throne of the Roman Empire, with the emperor bowing at his 
feet, Now this is the frame of mind of Paul as he began his defense.) 

The verse says here that Felix beckoned to Paul, Now let us see what 
that means. Roman officials were very proud, and they never gave con­
cessions to anyone. The word is "nod" and it was ever so slight, Felix 
just gave a slight nod of his head and this was the signal for Paul to 



ACTS NO. 119 - Page 3 

speak. Paul will turn out to be the important one in the courtroom, 
for before it is over he will turn the Roman Empire upside down and 
change the course of all future centuries. If you think Tertullus was 
brilliant, it was nothing compared to the witness of Paul. 

Paul began with the words "I . know. " He used the word "epL~mai " and 
it means to comprehend history and know the facts behind the facts . Th,e 
only way to properly understand history is to understand Bible doctrine. 
Today you cannot really know the condition of the United States unless· 
you know Bible doctrine. So Paul began here by showing that he under­
stood the history of the Roman Empire. Paul called Felix a judge--the 
word is "kri tes" and means critic, an experienced critic concerning . 
Roman law. Paul didn't say, "I .do more cheerfully answer" but a better 
translation is, "I do now defend myself." So Paul actually said, "I am 
delighted that I can defend myself before someone who knows Roman law,"
In other words, Paul told Felix in a nice way that he was going to stick 
his nose into Roman law and keep it right there. In other words, Paul 
was saying this in substance--"I have heard this brazen liar Tertullus 
make these three accusations against me, but I am not the least bit dis­
turbed, for I know the Roman law and I know exactly where I stand . This 
is one time, Felix, when you are going to be objective and I am going 
to stick to the facts." 

Look At Seven Points On Paul's Approach 

1. Paul appealed to the spirit of Roman law. He was appealing to 
an objective attitude on the part of Judge Felix--in other words 
a fair hearing. 

2. Paul was experienced with Roman law and he was both impers r:na1 
and objective. Paul stuck with the facts, So actually Felix 
had a tiger by the tail, but he didn't know it yet.

J. Paul avoided flattery as was employed by Tertullus, but he did 
employ courtesy. Felix was a Roman official in high authority 
and Paul treated him with courtesy and respect.

4. Paul denied the charges and demanded proof of his guilt.
5. Paul distinguished between accusation and proof.
6 , Faul will follow up the argument of Tertullus by presenting his 

side, He will separate the church from the state. 
7. Paul made an indictment against Hebrew religion. He will s:.1ow 

that Hebrew religi on failed to move to a logical conclusion and 
thereby they did not recognize Jesus as the Messiah. This de-­
fense we are to study next time was the most brilliant of all 
time. 
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