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Imust say n 
Charles H. Ashcraft / Executive Secretary 

A special study: vertical and horizontal 
It is always good to study the Bible with a view to learn. Any person, 

even of limited academic background, can learn the deepest mysteries and 
secrets of God. May I engage you in a study which might revolutionize your 
thinking on what the Christian faith is really about? Shall we explore Mat
thew 22:36-40, with Jesus stating the first and greatest commandment (vv 
37-38), and the second like unto the first (v 39). There was a vertical direc
tion straight up, "Love God with all thy heart, soul, and mind" and the 
horizontal (all 360 degrees of it), "Love thy neighbor as thyself" (v 39). 
Worshp is not quite all of it nor is ministry and service all of it. It is both, 
with neither isolated from the other. All worship . is quite meaningless 
without ministering to others. "Why call ye me Lord, Lord and do not the 
things I say." And a ministry with no attachment whatever first to God is 
even more meaningless and frustrating. · · · 

If you really are not afraid of the truth and would accept a biblical 
answer to the right relation of worship and ministry, why not make a study 
all by yourself of the scripture making notes of the vertical' and horizontal 
aspects of the exact behavior of Jesus. This should give the exact answer on , 
the relationship as well as ratio of the vertical and horizontal in the life and 
ministry of Jesus. 

The inaugural address of Jesus (Luke 4:18-19) is a good place to start. 
Matthew 25:31-46 is a good place to conclude the study. 

The final answer as to the relationship of evangelism and ministry is 
found here, nowhere else. The inner meaning of worship will only be 
revealed in the light of participation in the horizontal application out in the 
arena. We shall never know all the meaning of either without the other. 
People who spend all their time, energy, money and attention to worship 
are short circuiting their lives into a pharisaism worthy only of Christ's 
rebuke (Matt. 23:13-39). People who spend all their time, energy, money 
and attention to be seen and praised of men, but who have no vertical 
relationship with God, are equally nauseating in their behavior. 

Your most sobering moment will come when you come to Matthew 
25:31-46, as Jesus puts the vertical and horizontal together and "!lakes it the 
prime determining factor of heaven or hell. Now you know that the 
philosophy, behavior and direct acts of Jesus make it mandatory upon you 
to enter the horizontal dimension, all 360 degrees of it, and give the expres
sion which true worship demands. You will not be able anymore to look 
the other way, cross over to the other side of the street or refer people to 
someone else when they have come to life's most excruciating·extremity. 

I must say it! 

In 1h11 illUI 

Report: SBC 1977 
Reports of the activities of the 
messengers to the 1977 meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
begin on page 10. The reports in
clude the following: 

WMU challenged to make 
massive bold mission thrust/ 
page 10 · 

New SBC officers elected 
(cover photo)/page 11 

SBC President Sullivan em
phasizes "time" in ad
dress/ page 1,2 · 

Music group · changes · their 
constitution/page 16 

Directors of missions told 
Baptists must change life
styles/page 16 

Campus ministers organize/ 
page 16 

Religious educators told Bible 
study must be simplified for 
laypersons/page 18 · . 

Pastors elect Oklahoma man/ 
page 19 
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Convention emphasizes The editor's page 
Bold Mi$sions · 

J. Everett Sneed 

While the business sessions of this year's <;:onven
tion illustrated our diversity on peripheral matters, it 
also declared our unity in missions and evangelism. 
This unity in reaching the world for Christ is our 
strengtll. The convention theme, "Let the Church 
Reach Out!", forcefully declared our priorities. 

We commend Dr. James L. Sullivan and the other 
convention officers, our Program Committee, the per
sonnel of our agencies, and those who brought the 
messages for the challenge of the convention: ~he 
program should provide impetus to our Bold M1ss1on 
thrust. 

The business session reflected a growing maturity 
of our messengers. Fortunately, there was less un
christian behavior than in sessions of several years ago. 
It is our prayer that this tr'rnd will continue. 

President James L. Sullivan 
Dr. Sullivan has provided Southern Baptists with 

.an articulate spokesman for the past year. His in- · 
fluence in word and deed has strengthened our work. 
We are grateful for his leadership and excellence in 
presiding. 

Our new president 
. James R. Allen, pastor, First Church, San Antonio, 

Tex. was elected to follow Dr. Sullivan, who declined a 
secdnd term as president. Dr. Allen's exper!enct; in · 
denominational affairs equips him well for this office. 
He is a man committed to the utilization of every 
method of evangelism. When asked about his 
theological stance, he replied, "I am a theological con
servative but a moderate in methodology." Dr. Allen 
should prove to be a great leader for Southern Baptists. 

The 1977 program 
This year's convention program was truly surpris

ing and exciting . . The Tuesday evening program 
featured a television-type presentation of the com
bined work of all of our mission agencies. It was 
highlighted by a live tel.ecast by satellite_ from ~ong 
Kong and a mission challenge from President Jimmy 
Carter. · 

The satellite linking of Kansas City with Hong 
Kong illustrated the possibility of utilizing tec~nology 
for future evangelistic efforts of our Convention. ~r. 
Daniel Cheung, president of the Hong Kong Bapt~st 
Convention and pastor of the Kowlopen Baptist 
Church, challenged Southern Baptists to provide even 
a greater mission thrust. He described the people of 
Hong · Kong as "Stone Age" in terms of their 
knowledge of Christ. 

President Jimmy Carter, via video tape, challenged 
our Convention to increase mission effort 50 percent 
immediately. Carter said, "More missionaries are 

June 23, 19771: , 

available. Seminary professors, graduate students, 
church staff members and pastors can be encouraged 
to do volunteer mission work as a routine part of their 
full-time careers. Many young people, widows and 
retired persons will go and serve if opportunity and 
guidance is provided. Often these Christian servants 
could provide much of their own finance for this 
volunteer work. -There is no doubt that every major 
church can recruit and finance a full-time missionary 
family, above and beyond their present mission ef
fort." President Carter concluded by saying, "I hope 
that we will not be timid. Every commitment of our 
church life should be reexamined and magnified, and 
we should seek God's guidance and support. I am sure 
that together we will not fail." · 

Implementing of Bold Mission plans 
Several proposals were passed by the convention 

which should assist Southern Baptists in spreading the 
gospel. The messengers of the convention voted: (1) to 
seek to enlist 5,000 mission volunteers by 1982; and (2) 
to seek to provide financial resources enabling us to 
share the gospel with every "person in th~ world by 
the year 2000." It is our hope that the excitement of 
this convention will be caught by our members all 
across the nation. 

The Resolutions Committee 
Arkansas' own Daniel R. Grant provided superb 

leadership as the chairman of the Resolutions Commit
tee. Each year the Resolutions Committee faces one of 
the most difficult tasks of the convention in composing 
resolutions which will fairly represent our denomina
tion. This committee must seek to find a synthesis on 
many difficult issues. Resolutions are i~ no way 
binding, but sometimes make our convention ~pp~ar 
foolish or over-reactionary. Dr. Grant and his fme 
committee are to be commended for a job well done. 

Openness in business 
The messengers of this year's convention sought 

openness in matters of business. The r:nessengers, for 
example, instructed the Ballot Committee to release 
the exact number of votes received by each person 
nominated for a convention office. We Baptist's will re
main healthy so long as we give our people all the 
facts. This is a part of our Baptist democracy, and we 
believe that it is essential to our future well-being. 

Conclusion 
The 1977 Southern Baptist Convention was a time 

of inspiration, challenge and commitment. This year 
we have probably inaugurated the greatest plans in th_e 
history of our convention. Our mission challenge 1s 
bold. We .will likely make some mistakes. But the 
greatest mistake of all is to do nothing. We can meet 
this challenge as each church commits itself to the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. . 
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One layman's opinion 
Daniel R. Grant/ President, OBU 

Asking the right questions 
on decriminalizing marijuana 
. A lot of glib arguments have been 

making t.he rounds lately in favor of 
"decriminalizing" the use of marijuana. 
Advocates make a distinction between 
"legalizing", which they say they op
pose, and "decriminalizing", which they 
say they favor. It is argued that mari-

. juana is not addictive, is less harmful 
. than cigqrettes or beverage alcohol, and 
that jail ,sentences and heavy fines are 
far too severe for a recreational practice· 
that literally millions of Americans 
engage in. Some advocates are so confi
dent that it is only a matter of time until 

Christ,ian discipleship 

· marijuana is decriminalized that they no 
longer take the opposition seriously. 
They laugh them off as old-fashioned 
squares and blue-nosed bigots. . 

In the light of this background it was 
refreshing recently to read a thoughtful 
analysis by Editor Robert S. McCord of 
the Arkansas Democrat. First off he ex
pressed considerable alarm that the 
proposed director of the nation's drug 
abuse program apparently testified 
before a senate committee that he did 
not think marijuana was harmful, that he 
had smoked marijuana, and that he 

Obedience: the ultimate test 
· ~y James C. Wright 

(Fourth in a series) 
In the days of 

Christ's earthly 
ministry, many who 
followed after him 
made an outward 
profession of disci
pleship, but they 
were insincere and 
self-seeking. Many 

. gave lip service to 
his l:.ordship, but 
did not follow 
through in their Dr. Wright 
lifestyle. 

It is sadly possible to have some sort of 
nebulous relationship to the Lord Jesus 
which is not a saving relationship and 
which he refuses to acknowledge. Pro
fession without possession is a serious 
danger. Many may freely use his name 
every. Sunday in worship services, in 
prayer and in hymns of praise, yet they 
may be as strangers to him! 

Jesus said to some in his day who were 
counted as being very religious, "This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouths, .and honoreth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me. But in 
vain they do worship -me" (Matt. 15:8-9). 

A life of obedience to the will of God 
is the ultimate test of discipleship! This is 
clearly revealed in the solemn warnings 
of the Lord Jesus to those gathered to 
listen to his teaching. "Not everyone 
that saith unt9 me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but 
he that doeth the will of my Father 

which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). Jesus 
looks into the faces of all professing fol
lowers and asks this searching personal 
question, "Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say?" 
(Luke 6:46). 

To acknowledge Jesus as Lord means 
the surrender of self-will and full sub
mission - faithfu l obedience to the will 
of God. Where there is any conflict 
between the will of man and the will of 
God, we must do God's will whatever 
the cost. 

To the extent that we follow Christ as 
Lord with our whole being, we shall ex
perience fullness of joy and peace. We 
shall have a clearer understanding of 
God's Word and·, consequently, of his 
will. We shall experience the strength of 
his presence enabling us to be obedient 
in all things. 

11 to obey is better than sacrifice" (I 
Sam. 15:22b). God's prophet-priest of 
the Old Testament shattered any mis
conception of fooling God by outward 
display of commitment through worship 
forms. A lifestyle of obedience makes 
meaningful the symbolism of worship 
forms and services. Religious form 
without obedience in life is an abomina
tion to God. Discipleship is proven 
through a lifestyle of obedience! 

Dr. Wright Is pastor of First Church, 
Camden. This. series of articles began in 
the June 2 Issue. 

favored decriminalization of it. Editor 
McCord likened this to putting a fox in 
charge of the hen house, and so do I. 

McCord than posed a series of tough 
questions that have been badly 
neglected in the discussions I have seen 
on television and in the press: 

1. Since scientific studies reveal that 
marijuana users are even more 
dangerous drivers than alcohol users 
(they are unable to judge speed or dis
tance and are unaware of their impair
ment), wouldn't decriminalization simp
ly multiply our highway carnage? The 
25,000 deaths per year resulting from 

.drunken driving are already bad 
enough; reducing society's penalty for 
marijuana use would produce another 
Frankenstein twice as big as the first . 

2. For those who argue that it is 
proper to decriminalize the use of mari
juana, but not the sale of marijuana 
("the pusher is the real bad guy," they 
say), an obvious problem remains. How 
long will the public consider it fair to 
treat the seller of marijuana as a 
criminal, but the user of marijuana as a 
good citizen? Realistically, how long 
would it be before the sellers would de
mand decriminalization in the interest 
of fair play? 

3. Isn't there already .solid evidence 
that marijuana is harmful to adolescents 
and other women who might become 
pregnant? The answer is yes, and it is 
therefore dangerous. 

4. Doesn't the ·use of marijuana lead to 
the use of hard drugs? The jury seems to 
be divided on this, but there is already 
enough evidence of a strong psy
chological link between the tw0 that it 
would ·be foolhardy to dismiss tlie · 
danger at this time. 

Let\ hope the voters as well as the 
legislators face honestly these and other 
questions before deciding on the 
decriminalization of marijuana. 

·No paper July 7 
The week of July 7 i~ one of two 

weeks this year when there will be 
no issue of the Newsmagazine. 
During each calendar year SO is
sues are published. 

The June 30 issue will contain ' 
Sunday School lessons for both 
July 3 and July 10. 

Churches ' should not send at
tendance reports for Sunday, June 
26. No report for this Sunday will 
be compiled. 
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Arkansas all over briefly 
Finch Church near Paragould will be 

in revival July 31-Aug. 7. James E. Swaf
ford will be evangelist. Music' will be 
directed by N. J. McMillion . Guest 
speaker at the church on Aug. 14 will be 
Carlos Odom. Keith Hackworth is 
pastor. 

Enola Church will observe Homecom
ing Sunday June 26. Special music will 
be presented by the Gospelaires. John
ny Gantz is pastor. 

Sherwood Fint Church held a church
wide picnic on June 18 at Mill Valley 
Retreat. The event was sponsored by the 
Children's Department in Church Train
ing with Don and Judy Ness in charge of 
arrangements. John H. Colbert is pastor. 

Brinkley First Church will be host on 
June 26 to an 86-voice youth choir from 
Woodlawn Church, Charlotte, N.C. The 
group will be singing and ~iving 
testimonies in the evening worship ser
vice of the Brinkley church. Jerry Jesson 
is choir director. Ron Cox is minister of 
rnusic of the Brinkley Church. James 
McDaniel is pastor. 

Conway First Church sponsored a 
missions project in Navarre Beach, Fla. 
The group, including the pastor, William 
Probasco and his family, did mission 
work at the Billory Church. Larry Pillow 
spoke on June 12 at the Conway Church 
in absence of the pastor. The Conway 
church membership has also voted to 
assist with pioneer mission work in Ohio 
where there is no Southern Baptist 
work. The group will assist with laying a 
foundation in the Oberlin area upon 
which new mission churches can be es
tablished. 

Chicot Road Church, Little Rock, had 
Ron Sparks as speaker on June 5. Hank 

' Harrington was pulpit speaker on June 
12. They spoke in absence of the pastor, 
Sam Whitlow. · 

Siler,t Grove Church near Springdale 
was in revival June 13-19. Jamie 
Coleman was evangelist. Special music 
was presented by The Merits. 

West Helena Church has established a 
new puppet ministry for the youth and 

· college departments. 
Mt. Olive Church, Crossett, held an 

organizational meeting for a puppet 
ministry on June 12. Janet Morgan will 
be director for this new ministry. Ferrell 
D. Morgan is pastor. · 

Mount Zion Association held a youth 
rally at Nettleton Church, Jonesboro, on 
June 11. A youth choir from Temple 
Church, Springfield, M9., presented the 
program. The choir was under direction 
of Mark Killingsworth. . 

Buckner Associatlor:1 held its monthly 
Worker's Conference at West Hartford 
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Church June 16. Those on the program 
were Mrs. J. S. Adams, Mrs. Paul Mc
clung, Majel Harris and Mark Brown
ing. Elva Adams is Director of Missions. 

Haven Heights Church, Ft. Smith, 
observed "Old Fashioned Sunday" on 

.June 19. 

First Church, Ft. Smith, was host for a 
Youth Evangelism Conference June 10-
12. Activities included an Acteen recep
tion honoring Jo Scaggs, missionary 
emeritus, and a Friday evening rally. 
Saturday sessions included a breakf~st. 
Speakers for the conference were Miss 
Scaggs, H. D. McCarty, Steve Davis, 
Scott Bull and Shirley Cothran, former 
Miss America. 

Youth of Hughes First Church have 
returned from a mission tour in Birm
ingham, Ala., where they assisted with 
Bible Schools and church surveys. Ten 
young people, accompanied by two 
adult sponsors, participated in the tour. 

El Dorado Second Church had Bill 
Molina, pastor of La Palma Church in 
San Benito, Tex., as speaker on June 12. 
He spoke to the El Dorado church 
members on the upcoming River Mis
sion Trip in which they will be par
ticipating. 

Immanuel Church, Warren, will have 
a church-wide picnic on Sunday, July 3, 
immediately following the morning 
worship with the picnic to be held at 
Bradley County Park. Gary Sharp and 
Leroy Taylor were Baptist Men's Day 
speakers at the Warren church on June 
12. Forrest Bynum is pastor. 

Heber Springs First Church had 
Leland Hall, a former pastor, as guest 
speaker in morning worship services on 
June 12. Marianne Smith shared her per
sonal testimony in evening worship ser
vices. 

Youth of Paris First Church will con
duct a Mission Bible School and revival 
at Hopewell Church in Boone County 
June 20-25. They will be assisted by their 
pastor, William L. Kreis. 

Cullendale First Church, Camden, 
honored the Kenneth Robertson family 
in Sunday morning services on June 12. 
The Robertsons will leave for Senegal to 
serve as field evangelists. 

Russellville First Church observed 
Teacher Appreciation Day on June 12. 
Youth of the church conducted eve
ning services with emphasis on the sum
mer church-wide theme "Free to Be". 
Mike Nutt was speaker for morning ser
vices. 

Elmdale Church, Springdale, will hold 
a July 3 Celebration with a basket dinner 
and recreational period following 
morning services. The evening service 

will conclude with a holTie-made ke 
cream supper. 

The children's choir of Calvary 
Church, little Rock, presented the 
musical, "No More Rain", in evening . 
services on June 12. Paul Williams was 
director. · 

Youth of Markham Street Church, Ut
de Rock, are preparing a Prayer Garden 
for the church on Wedgewood Drive. 
Joe Daniel is youth director. 

Central Church, Hot Springs, had Pam 
Johnson as guest speaker on Sunday 
evening, June 12. Miss Johnson; who 
served the church as summer youth 
director in 1975 and is a former church 
member, recently graduated from 
Southern Seminary. 

Fordyce First Church was host to a 
musical group from Bellevue Church in 
Memphis on June 17. The group 
presented a concert which consisted of 
selections by a choir, brass ensemble 
and handbells under direction of Jim 
Whitmire. 

Ingrain Boulev~rd Church, West 
Memphis, has organized a singles class 
with Betty Hubbard as teacher, assisted 
by Gwynne Wilson. The church will 
have an all-family picnic and retreat at 
the Tri-County Camp at Wynne July 1-2. 
Brotherhood of the church has elected 
as new officers Manuel Haggard, presi
dent; Henry Simon, vice-president, and 
Ernest Staggs, secretary and treasurer. 

A puppet training seminary will be 
held at Archview Church, little Rock, 
on Wednesday, June 29. Frank Lowrey, 
director of puppet ministry for 
Archview, is in charge of arrangements 
for the seminar. 

Dallas Avenue Church, Mena, had a 
Sunday School high attendance day on 
Sunday, June 5, with 192 in attendance. 
This climaxed Bible School week during 
which there were 12 additions to the 
church. Max W. Deaton is pastor. 

Brickeys Church has begun a ministry 
at Crestpark Rest Home in Marianna. A 

· group from the church will visit the rest 
home the first Sunday of each month to . 
give a devotional and a song service. 
Sanford Goacher, pastor, presented the 
devotional for the first visit on June 5. 

Watson Chapel Church, Pine Bluff, 
honored Ed Hinkson, pastor, and his 
wife, Sandy, with a love offering on Sun
day, June 5, in recognition of their fifth 
anniversary with the church. 

Green Meadows Church, Pine Bluff, 
was in revival June 19-22 with a contact 
team from Ouachita University leading 
services. J. W. Whitley is pastor. 
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A_r_ka_n_sa_s_al_l_ov_a_r__________'-ao'-le 
Larry Sto·vall is 

serving as pastor of 
Wakefield First 
Church, Little 
Rock. Stovall holds 
a bachelor of 
science degree 
from Mississippi 
State University. He 
and his wife, Dar
lene, are parents of 
a son, Jody. StovallCurtis Johnson, 
pastor of Harmony Church, El Dorado, 
was honored with an appreciation day. 
Youth of the church were in charge of 
the morning .service that honored both 
Johnson and · his wife. David ~aird, a 
former youth director, delivered the . 
message. Special music was presented 
by Holly Vines. A luncheon followed the 
services. 

Mrs. Mildred M. Johnson, a member 
of Park Place Church, Hot Springs, died 
June 6. She is survived by her husband, 
Gilbert; a son, Gilbert R.; two 
daughters, Lisa and Laurie; and her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Raymon Jackson. 

Roger Mills was commissioned to 
serve as a summer missionary by 
Magnolia Church, Crossett, on June 5. 

Woman's viewpoint 
Betty Seay Crews 

Facial expressions??? 
Returning home from church one 

Sunday morning we passed a · small 
youngster riding his bike in the middle 
of the street. After passing the child, my 
10-year-old daughter said, "Oh, that's 
John Doe! No one likes him. Not even 
the teachers!" 

Bewildered at this statement, I asked, 
"Jane, how do you know this?" Being a 
teacher, I knew that most of us would 
not say a thing like that in front of other 
children aloud. · 

' Jane replied very simply~ "By the ex-
pressions on their faces." (He happened 
to be a problem child.) 

This statement haunted me for weeks. 
How do we as Christians express Christ's 
love on our faces each day? If a little 
child can see through facial expressions, 
then "grown-ups" surely can. 

This experience reminded me of a 

Mills will serve in the Spokane, Wash., 
area. The commissioning service was led 
by Jody Gannaway, pastor, and Larry J. 
Rhodes, minister of music and educa
tion. Sam Turner, Director of Missions 
for. Ashley County Association, brought 
the message and gave the charge to the 
church. 

Teresa Trull is serving as summer 
minister of music and youth at Green 
Meadows Church, Pine Bluff. 

Arkansans serving on staff at Glorieta 
this summer include Joy Deckelman, 
Crossett, pre-school; Claudia Denson, 
Monticello, registration; John Miles, 
Arkadelphia, Media Center; James 

.Newsom Jr., Fayetteville, watchman; 
and Jay Passmore, Corning, Day Camp. 

John Thurman is serving as associate 
pastor and minister of youth at Camden 
First Church. Thurman and his wife, 
Angie, were honored with a church 
reception on Sunday evening, June 19. 

Royce Rose has resigned as minister 
of education at Beech Street Church, 
Texarkana, effective June 30. Rose and 
his wife, Patti, are moving to Ft. Worth, 
Tex., where he will continue his educa
tion at Southwestern Seminary. 

Beverly Pierce has been called to 
serve as summer_ youth director for 

person who inspired my husband as he 
preached in our church we served in 
Michigan. He said when ,he felt dis
couraged while delivering a sermon, he 
would look at Mrs. Chick's face. The ex
pression was uplifting. Surely this was 
her spiritual gift that God had given her. 
Her husband was transferred to a distant 
city and her facial expression was sadly 
missed by her former pastor. 

The expression on a person's face in 
the congregation can tell much about a 
person's spiritual temperature. It 
radiates when true worship is taking 
place. 

As we begin a new day, every day, 
let's remind ourselves to put God's love 
expression on our faces. Then his love 
can shine through. It can tell the world 
that God is love and we love him, by the 
expression on our face. Looking into 
people's faces can be an inspiration. 

Walnut Street Church, Jonesboro. Mrs. 
Pierce, during the public school year, is 
director of choral music and a Com
municative Skills teacher in Black Rock 
School System. 

Dan McKee has resigned as ad
ministrator of Fayetteville First Church, 
to begin a n~w ministry in First Church, 
Raytown, Mo. McKee and his wife, 
Joyce, who have been in Fayetteville 
four years, will move on their new field 
July _1. 

Rick Gates is serving as minister of 
youth for Wattensaw Church, _Lonoke. 
Gates, who is a graduate of Mid
America Seminary, came to the Lonoke 
church from Olivet Church in Little 
Rock. He and his wife, Cathy, assumed 
duties there on May 28. 

Allen Thrasher observed his second 
anniversary as pastor of Forrest Park 
Church, Pine Bluff, on June 12. The 
church held a special appreciation day 
in recognition. 

Billy Church has resigned as pastor of 
Immanuel Church, Paragould. 

Melvin York of Rosewood is recipient 
of the Green County Associational 
ministerial scholarship at Southern Col
lege. His selection was by the college 
faculty scholarship committee. Presen
tation was made by Eugene Webb at the 
associational worker's conference. 

Mike Sonnier has been called as 
minister of music and youth at 
Greenland First Church. Mike and his 
wife, Carol, have been active members 
in the Ridgeview Church. . 

buildings 
Watson Chapel Church, Pine Bluff, . 

recently voted to build a new sanctuary 
which will seat .850 people. Cost of the 
building program will he approximately 
$400,000. A special "Victory Day Of
fering" of $94,453 was given by the 
church membership on April 17 to retire 
the present church indebtedness for an 
educational unit constructed two years 
ago. Ed Hinkson is pastor. 

Green Meadows Church, Pine Bluff, is 
constructing a youth activities building. 
J. W. Whitley is pastor. 

Kensett First Church held ground 
breaking services for a new educational 
building on Sunday evening, June 5. A 
fellowship followed these special ser
vices. Bob G. Crabb is pastor. 
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Arkansas pastor exchanges 
pulpit with British pastor 

):': 

Dr. Porter Hair 

First Church, Arkadelphia, is engaged 
in a pulpit exchange with the Florence 
Road Baptist Church of Brighton, 
England, now through July 30. Nathan ·· 
Porter, pastor of First Church, 
Arkadelphia, will fill the pulpit for the 
Brighton church, and Jack Hair of 
Brighton will fill the pulpit at 

Arkadelphia. Each pastor will live in the 
other's home while on the field. 

Hair, who has been in the ministry for 
40 years, has served · as a chaplain in 
World War II and has served the church 
in Brighton for 23 years. He has ex-

. ch a n g e d p u Ip i ts. w i t h A m e r i ca n 
churches on two other occasions. 

The exchange idea originated when 
Dr. Porter heard of a similar plan from a 

· friend several years ago. Porter said, "I 
have always dreamed of such a.n oppor
tunity for my family and church. This is a 
unique ministry from which both 
churches and pastors will grow." 

Both churches are involved in plans 
for welcoming their "new pastors" for 
the five-week period. Both men will as
sume duties of preaching and pastoral 
care during the exchange. 

Baptists re new interest 
in discipleship training 

by Nancy McGough 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. - Who cares . 

about becoming better disciples? 
Southern Baptists do. 
So believe two consultants at 

the Baptist Sunday School Board 
who are currently teaching a 
course in "Discipleship Develop
ment in the Local Church" at 
Southern Seminary here. They are 
Nolan Howington, Church Train
ing curriculum consultant, and 
Arthur Criscoe, Church Training 
specialized training consultant. 

They observed that there is a 
commitment to "growing dis
ciples" among seminary students 
here, and that many church 
members, pastors and staff 
members have al.so expressed the 
desire to train and become better 
disciples . · 

"There seems to be a movement 
of renewed interest among peo
p I e who want to grow as 
Christians," Criscoe said. 

He noted, however, that people 
are realizing that good disciples 
are not always the end result of 
Baptist converts. 

"Pastors have come to the con
clusion that their churches have 
done a very poor job of building 
people up in the faith. How can 
you take church members who 
think that being a Christian is 

• nothing more than coming and 

occupying a pew, and get these 
people to become real, function
ing Christians? We're exploring 
ways to do this," he added. 

Howington said he believes the 
Church Training Department 
provides good programs for those 
seeking to build disciples, and that 
churches are beginning to renew 
their commitment to such 
programs. Until the last few years, 
there has been a gradual decline 
in Church Training membership 
since 1963. 

"We've had a number of 
churches . who have been out of 
Church Training for . a decade or 
so come back as if it were a new 
program," he added. 

The department has ex
perimented with such projects as 
offering short -term courses, 
holding meetings at times through . 
the week other than Sunday night, 
providing individual discipleship 
opportunities, and using a variety 
of teaching methods, such as 
simulation games, programmed 
instruction, cassette tapes and 
combining age groups. 

"We're going to continuously 
be alert and sensitive to the needs 
of the people," Criscoe said, add
ing, "I think we've turned a corner 
in discipleship training." 

The Southern 
accent 

Ubera l arts education 
The 1960's and early '70's were years 

when a major emphasis in education ap
peared to be "vocational and technical 
education". This <1rea of the country 
witnessed the phenomenal expansion of 
the comprehensive community college 
and vocational-technical schools. Strong 
proponents of this trend began to 
predict the demise of the liberal arts col
lege as out-dated, irrelevant institutions. 
The philosophical questions of "What is 
Man?" "Why is he here?" "Where is he 
going?" "What is morality?" appeared 
to possibly become supplanted by such 
questions as "How will I benefit?" "How 
much money will it earn me?" 

However, in 1973-74 the country was 
shocked by the "Watergate Affair". Sud
denly people began to ask, "What type 
of education would equip men for this 

.type of behavior?" "ls education no 
longer concerned with questions of 
morality and values?" There began to 
develop a real concern over the direc
tion that education appeared to be tak
ing. Various educators observed that 
"Watergate" might have as great of an 
effect on the teaching of values i,n 
education as ''.Sputnik" had had on the 
curriculum in the sciences. 

Traditionally the liberal arts college 
has always been concerned about values 
and the eternal questions. Certainly our 
Baptist liberal arts colleges are no ex
ception. However, an added dimension 
is to be found : Although it is realized 
that one cannpt fully examine the eter
nal questions without studying in depth 
the great philosophers, it is recognized 
in the Baptist liberal arts college that 
true insight can only be found as one 
examines and accepts the moral, ethical 

. and philosophical values of Christianity. 
Furthermore, an objective of a liberal 
arts education at Southern Baptist Col
lege is to lead the student to commit 
himself to God through a personal ex
perience with Jesus Christ. 

· During the next several weeks you 
will be given an opportunity to examine 
the various programs of study at 
Southern Baptist College which make 
up the liberal arts curriculum of the col 
lege. - Jerol Swaim · 

Cooperative 

; . i Cr.) 
ProgramLI 
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Your state convention at work 
Even more protection planned 
under. annuity plan coming next year · 

DALLAS, Tex. - The label "Annuity 
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion" does more than decorate a 
building enveloped by impersonal sky
scrapers in the heart of Dallas. 

The inscription actually arches the 
entrance to a place which throbs with 
the activity of people serving people. 

As a Southern Baptist Convention ser
vice agency, the Annuity Board puts feet 
to directions mapped out for the 
denomination's retirement and in
surance programs. 

• Joining hands to form a living lifeline, 
the 183 full and part-time Board 
employees maintain a channel which 
funnels retirement resources to 
ministers and lay employees in churches 
and agencies. 

Whether reti_red or still planning for 
future years, recipients of this "peace of 
mind" protection find well-deserved 
relief from anxiety over old-age 
security. This better equips them to lead 
men and women to God through Jesus 
Christ. 

Besides retirement, the Annuity Board 
generates protection through life, dis
ability and medical insurance plans 
which churches and Southern Baptist 
agencies can offer their staffs. 

The need for relief administration 
does not grow as rapidly as it would 
without the retirement program. Each 
year, the Board assists some ministers 
and denominational workers or their 

dependents who have great financial 
needs. 

In order to enhance the protection it 
provides for Southern Baptists, the An
nuity Board plans to .launch the new 
Southern Baptist Retirement Program 
on Jan. 1, 1978. 

"This new plan represents historic ac
tion for Southern Baptists," declared 
Annuity Board President Darold H. 
Morgan. 

"Never before have we had a tool 
which fashions financial security as does • 
this one. We are excited about the 
meaning of this new direction in pen
sion planning for Southern Baptists." 

Already, the program bears the ap
proval of all the state conventions. 
Produced by the Annuity Board after 
much thought and planning, the 
program gives Southern Baptists an 
annuity-building tool more in line with 
contemporary financial demands than 
possible through previous plans. 

Anyone serving in a salaried position 
of a Southern Baptist church which 
cooperates with one of the denomina
tion's state conventions may enter the 
plan. · 

Three strong features ol the plan are 
choice of investment funds, high earn
ings and flexible benefits. 

The program consists of two sections: 
retirement and protection. 

The retirement section builds an an
nuity value which provides benefits for a 

, Looking ahead: Arkansas events 
June 1977 
20-24 
20-25 
27-July 1 
27-July 2 
21 

,MyJ.fZZ 
4- 9 
7-10 

11-16 
11-16 
11-Aug. 11 
17 
18-23 
18-23 

~ust 1977 
1- 4 
1- 6 
1- 6 

RA Camp (Grades 4-12) Paron . 
Adult/Youth Music Camp, Ouachita Baptist University 
RA Camp (Grades 4-12) Paron 
SUoam Springs Assembly (First Week) 
State Music . Tournaments, Arkadelphia 

Siloam Springs Assembly (Second Week) 
Pre-Camp Training-for Girls' Camps Staff, Paron 
Siloam Springs Assembly (Third Week) 
GA Camp, Paron 
Second Summer Term, Ouachita Baptist University 
Day of Prayer for Associational Missions 
Siloam Springs Assembly (Fourth Week) 
GA Camp, Paron 

Music camp for young musicians, Ouachita University 
Siloam Springs Assembly (Sixth Week) 
Acteens camp, Paron 

member in retirement or for a 
beneficiary if the participant dies. This 
section is ~aid by a member's church. 
The Annuity Board recommends a 
church pay an amount equal to at least 
10 percent of a member's total compen
sation into the retirement part of the 
plan. . 

The state convention pays for the 
protection part, which includes dis
ability and survivor benefits. This section 
is offered only to career ministerial per-
sonnel. . 

If you would like more information 
about the new Southern Baptist Retire
ment Program, you may phone or write 
the Annuity Board. At ybur state con
vention, you may contact your Annuity 
Secretary, Mrs. Nadine Bjorkman, who 
will be glad to answer your questions 
about the new plan and present it to 
your church. · · 

Toll free WATS lines are available if 
you wish to call the Annuity Board: 1-
800-527-4767 for all persons except 
Texas residents - 1-800-492-2182. 

Our mailing address is: Annuity 
Board, SBC, Development Division
Churches, 511 North Akard Building, 
Dallas, Tex. 75201. 

Extreme mission need 
Royaloaks Church of Salem, 

Oregon, is without a roof over 
their heads and they are asking for 
assistance from other Southern 
Baptists. 

The church's pastor, Harry 
Lawson, says the church has 
begun building - themselves - a 
building which will cost $250,000. 
At the e_nd of May they were in 
the stage of framing for the struc
ture, but their time had run out on 
a borrowed meeting place. June 5 
was to be the last Sunday they 
could meet in the building of 
another denomination. 

The pastor said the church has 
spent $40,000 on the building and 
will borrow $75,000 from the SBC 
Home Mission Board. He said they 
would still need furnishings for 
the building, but that the most · 
urgent need is for carpenters and 
electricians. 

Lawson said that the-re are two 
Southern Baptist churches in an 
area with 105,000 people. He said 
he sees the need for both 
buildings and mission work. 

Arkansas Baptists interested in 
helping should contact Pastor 
Harry Lawson at Royaloaks Baptist 
Church, 4600 Swegle Road,Salem, 
Oregon 97301. 
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'SBC must double giving 
by 1982,' says task force 

NASHVILLE (BP) - Amid projections 
that Southern Baptists are facing their 
most challenging era between now and 
the year 2000, a task force on Bold Mis
sion here urged that . the 12.9 million 
member denomination double its giving 
to total missions causes by 1982. 

The group further admonished that 
the denomination double its giving 
through , the Southern Baptist 
Cooperative Program unified budget 
twice more beyond 1982, through the 
century end. 

The task force, made up of some 50 
leaders from all areas of local, state and 
national denominational life, urged that 
the Cooperative P~ogram be the 
primary means of channeling funds for 
the Southern Baptist Convention's (SBC) 
Bold Mission strategy, designed to 
evangelize the world by the year 2000. 

To accomplish the aims of Bold Mis
sion advance, the task force also maqe 
three other major recommendations to 
be presented to the SBC, which will 
meet June 14-16 in Kansas City, Mo.: 

-That every church be urged to place 
the Cooperative Program in its budget 
on a percentage basis and that every 
church and state convention increase its 
gifts by some percentage each year. 

-That the SBC assign its Executive 
Committee responsibility for giving 

Stewardship 

Cutting utility costs 
One doesn't have to go the proof text 

route to build a case for conservation of 
natural resources. Biblical teachings on 
stewardship include the wise and 
faithful use of all that God created. 

The ·1sraelites were asked to gather 
just the amount of manna needed. 
Some greedy family members gathered 
more than enough. The next morning 
their manna was filled with worms (see 
Ex. 16). Jesus multiplied bread and fish. 
When the people finished eating, he 
asked his disciples to gather the left
overs. Jesus told of a rich man who 
asked a steward to give an account of his 
wastefulness (Luke 16:1-2). 

In a day of dirr,inishihg resources and 
rising costs, Baptist churches .are faced 
with the conservation issue. Jerry Priv
ette, of the Sunday School Board, con
cludes ·that one of two approaches are 
open to churches. We will either be 
forced to conserve or we can use per-
sonal incentive. · 

W h a t are · s o m e c.o n v e r s at i o n 
measures open to churches faced with 
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strong administrative leadership in 
promoting and coord inating all facets of 
the long range Bold Mission endeavor, 
"to ensure adequate promotion, coor
dination and funding until the year 
2000." 

It was suggested the promotion and 
coordination might be accomplished 
through the employment of "a person 
or staff to personify and coordinate" 
Bold Mission promotion. And, the 
group noted, the effort might be further 
strengthened through an SBC level task · 
force to do overall planning and im
plementation of the Bold Mission 
endeavor. 

"Such a task force could coordinate 
the work of similar task forces on the 
state, associational and local church 
levels," they said. 

- That the SBC ask its Executive Com
mittee to adopt a singje, over-arching 
promotional theme to promote the con
vention's world mission goals from now 
until the year 2000, and that each agency 
adapt its denominational promotional 
plans to the common theme. The group 
proposed that the overall theme should 
be "Bold Mission Thrust", a term 
already in use by the SBC Home Mission 
Board. 

A report by A. R. Fagan, executive 
director-treasurer of the Southern Bap-

high utility costs? Efficiency experts in 
energy use haven't failed to produce 
suggestions. These actions might be 
considered by churches interested in 
cutting costs and conserving resources: 

-:-Keep machinery and equipment in 
good operating order. It's cheaper. 

-Designate responsibility for utilities. 
If the church doesn't have a custodian, 
charge a member with this respon

. sibility. 
-Create an energy awareness. Post 

notices around the building urging con
servation of all utilities. 
. -Turn the thermostate up to 74-78 

degrees, an acceptable comfort range. 
-Schedule meetings for efficiency. 

Two committees may meet on the same 
night in different rooms cooled by one 
unit. Make efficient use of space for 
regularly scheduled meetings. 

-Emphasize the stewardship of con- · 
servation. Good stewards appreciate the 
wise use of their gifts. - James A. 
Walker, Secretary of Stewardship 

tist Stewardship Colll~siop, which 
coordinated the event; '"cited a 1975 
"conservative estimate" that indicated 
total income of Southern Baptist church 
members in excess of $57.5 billion. 

Yet, Fagan noted, gifts to the churches 
represented less than two and one half 

· cents of each dollar from the total in
come figure. And the . (:ooperative 
Program received only twq-tenths of a 
penny from each dollar. 

The task force, which noted that the 
Cooperative Program dou~led twice in 
the last 20 years, called or:i "every 
Southern Baptist" to meet _the "exciting 
challenge" of Bold Mission "through · 
boldness in prayer and sacrificial 
giving." · 

The association . 
and Church Tral;ning 

The association- - ~ffl!B 
al organ·ization is 
extremely impor
tant to every area of 
our denomina
tional work. The as
sociation is the 
closest source of as
s is tan ce to the 
churches. It is 
keenly sensitive to 
the unique needs 
of its churches and ' Holley 
can often respond quickly to these 
needs. The Arkansas Church Training 
Department is committed to helping 
each of our associations develop a 
strong team of associational Church 
Training leaders and equipping them to 
provide the finest help to their church
es. 

Our second annual · Associational · 
Church Training Leadership Confer
ence will be held Aug. 19-20 at First 
Church, Little Rock. Associational direc
tors of missions and nominating com
mittees are at work now enlisting their 
leaders for the coming year. These 
leaders should make their plans now to 
att.end the leadership conference and 
make their reservations as soon as possi
ble. There will be conferences for pre
school, children, .youth and adult 
leaders plus a conference for directors 
of missions and associational Church 
Training directors. 

This is a team effort on the part of the 
associations and the state convention to 
enlist and train 252 leaders who will help 
strengthen the Church Training 
Program in Arkansas. Let's make it hap
pen! - Robert Holley 
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Report: SBC 1977 

WMU meeting resounds with call 
to massive bold mission thrust 

KANSAS CITY, Mo., June 13 - A 
repeated call for Southern Baptists to 
respond to world needs with a massive 
bold mission thrust resounded 
throughout huge H. Roe Bartle Conven
tion Center ·during the annual meeting 
of the Woman's Missionary Union. 

Over and over, through drama and 
pageantry, speech choirs, music, 
sermons, speeches and panel discus
sions, the 5,000 Baptists attending the 
women's convention heard pleas to 
"listen" to the needs of the world and 
respond. Th~rne of the convention was 
"World Listen". 

Some of the Baptists, however, com
plained about the sound system at the 
massive, barn-like exhibition hall, saying 
they ~ad to strain to hear what the 
speakers were saying, and they had dif
ficulty seeing the figures on the plat
form from seats almost 200 yards from 
the stage. 

The convention opened with a Bold 
Missions Rally on Sunday afternoon 

· which featured a two-hour pageant 
dramatizing mission efforts beginning 
with the creation of Adam and continu
ing through the present and into the 
future. 

Actors dramatized the past of missions 
with vignettes on four stages spread 130 
yards apart. They featured Adam, 
Abraham, King David, the Apostle Paul, 
pioneer Indian missionaries David and 
John Brainerd, foreign missionary Wil
liam Carey, Baptist missionary to China, 
Lottie Moon, and modern-day urban 
missionaries in New York City, Don and 
Goldie Rhymes. 

lnterspaced throughout the dramas 
was music by Jubilation, a six-voice 
choral group from Grand Canyon Col
lege, Phoenix! Ariz., and orchestral 

APPROX/MATEL Y 5,000 per
sons attended ,the Woman's 
Missionary Union meeting 
here at the Southern Baptist 
Convention. The Bold Mis
sion Rally featured a Parade 
of Flags of 177 states and na
tions of the world and a 
dramatization of the chal
lenge of the past and future 
of missions. (SBC photo by 
James Lee Young) 

music provided by a 21-piece orchestra. 
The dramatic narration was provided 

by three young men who introduced 
themselves as "the missions triplets" -
Gerald, Darrell and Harold Ware, 
ministers of youth and music for Baptist 
churches in Pauls Valley, Atoka and 
Wewoka, Okla., respectively. 

Five Baptist missionaries and nationals 
who are the products of Baptist missions 
told the women of the needs of the peo
ple with whoin they work, urging Bap
tists to pray specifically for these needs 
and to become personally involved in 
mission support. 

Jose Borras, president of the Spanish 

News from the SBC 
Articles on the following pages 

were written by Southern Baptist 
journalists, working through the 
convention press room at Kansas 
City. Additional news stories and 
photos will be used In the June 30 
Issue. 

Baptist Union and dean of a Baptist 
seminary in Madrid, called especially for 
Baptists to pray for full religious liberty 
in Spain, and for the first free elections 
three days later, Wednesday, June 15, 
when Spain was scheduled to elect 
representatives to a new Senate and 
Congress under a new democratic form 
of government. 

Two speakers during the drama, 
American Indian Jimmy Anderson who 
directs mission efforts with the Semin
ole and Creek Indians in Oklahoma, and 
Allen Elston, missionary to the Indians 
on the Warm Springs Reservation in 
central Oregon, urged Baptists to res-

pond to the needs of American Indians. 
Two black Baptist pastors, Lambert 

Mills of Antigua, and Samuel Fadeji of 
Ogbomosho, Nigeria, expressed ap
preciation for Baptists who helped 
provide their education, and urged the 
people to pray for the needs of their 
people. 

Following the rally, many of the Bap
tists attending the rally divided into 34 
prayer groups scattered throughout the 
convention center complex to pray for 
16 specific prayer needs printed in ,the 
program. . 

The participants prayed for missions 
work in "danger zones" of the world, 
including Ethiopia, Uganda and 
Rhodesia; for Christians in Vietnam; for 
missionaries effbrts with 70 million 
ethnic people in the USA; for the need 
for 10,000 persons to volunteer to serve 
in short-term home mission projects, 
and a host of other mission needs. 

In the closing message at the WMU 
convention, John R. Claypool, pastor of 
Northrninster Baptist Church in Jackson, 
Miss., urged the convention to match 
their words with deeds that give validity 
to what they say as Christians. "We must 
both speak out and reach out if the at
tention of the world is going to be at
tracted," Claypool said. 

William G. Tanner, another speaker, 
SBC Horne Mission Board executive 
director, urged Baptists to love other 
people the same way God loves every 
person who ever lived on· earth. 

"He loves the Arab nations as much as 
he loves the people of Missouri," Tan
ner said. "He loves the dictator in 
Uganda as much as he loves the born
again believer in the White House. God 
loves us," he added, "not because we 
are lovable objects, but because he is a 
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loving subject.". 
Tanner said that the love of God is 

even more amazing in the light of man's 
response. 

"When you consider the things that 
God puts up with from man - the ir
ritating sassiness of nations, the debunk
ing of the Bible, the profit .motive of a 
self-centered religion or the hypocrisy 
of so-called 'believers' - it makes me 
wonder why God has not flooded the 
earth a few more times," Tanner add
ed. 

Seven Baptist home and foreign mis
sionaries told of specific needs and con
cerns for reaching· national and ethnic 
groups at home and abroad, pleading 
with Baptists for intensified mission sup
port. 

Mike Mojica, Baptist missionary 
among the Spanish-speaking people of 
the Laredo, Tex., area, urged Baptists to 
respond to the Spanish-speaking world 
by getting to know Spanish-speaking 
people personally and becoming in
volved in mission programs to meet 
their needs. · 

Three Baptist missionaries in urban 
Chicago called for response to the 
needs of reaching the big cities of the 
nation, agreeing that "if we do not 
reach our cities, we will lose America." 

Dale Cross, executive director of the 
Chicago Metropolitan Baptist Associa
tion, said that Baptists must have a better 
understanding of metropolitan 
problems if they are to be effective in 
the future. 

Cross and two associates, Don Sharp,· 
a black Baptist pastor, and Jim Queen, a 
church planter and community minister 
in Chicago's inner "Uptown" area, told 
of specific needs in their area of work in 
a panel-discussion type presentation. 

Sharp, pastor of Faith Tabernacle Bap
tist Church, said his greatest request for 
prayer was for Baptists to eliminate 
words like honkie, polock, wop, spic 
and nigger from their vocabularies so 
that they can relate to others as human 
beings, "as brothers in Jesus Christ." 

The pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Miami Beach, Robert Tremaine, 
urged Baptists to eliminate another form 
of prejudice - anti-semitism. 

Tremaine said that although he and 
other Christians may have had no direct 
involvement in Hitler's holocaust 
against the Jews, "if you will look deep 
into your life, you and I have been just 
as guilty because we have failed to com
municate that God really loves Jewish 
people and he wants to love them 
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through you and me." 
He said he had only begun to under

stand the bitterness Jewish people have 
.toward Christians since he became 
pastor of the church in the highly Jewish 
populated city, say"ing the Jews have a 
history of 2,000 years of oppression, 
much of it at the hands of so-called 
Christians. 

Although he said it is difficult to 
change 2,000 years of history, Christians 
can and should . seek to bridge the bar~ 
riers of the past by seeking to show 
Jewish people they love them by acts of 
compassion and concern. 

Two Baptist foreign missionaries to 
Africa, Carlos Owens of Tanzania, .East 
Africa, and Maxine Moseley of Ghana, 
West Africa, told of the needs of people 
in their area of the world. 

"Our people need help,'' said Owens. 
"They are poor, weak, sick. They are 
calling us, seeking our help. They are 
hungry people in a land where to have 
one good meal a day is exceptional.'' 

He told of one Baptist .church that 
decided to begin their Sunday services 
at 8:00 a.m. instead of 9:00 a.m. because 
"most of the church members would 
not have eaten before coming to 
church, and if they could get out earlier, 
they would have more time to look for 
their food for that day." 

Miss Moseley told of encouraging 
response among the people of West 
Africa, especially in Ghana, and outlined 
a strong leadership development 
program and a unified religious educa
tion program among Baptist churches in 

.Ghana. 
In its only business during the two

day meeting, the Woman's Missionary 
Union re-elected Mrs. A. Harrison 
Gregory of Danville, Va., to a third term 
as president. Also re-elected to a third 
term as recording secretary was Mrs. 
William Ellis of Shelbyville, Ky. 

In her annual report to the WMU, 
Miss Carolyn Weatherford, executive· 
director of the organization based in 
Birmingham, Ala., issued a challenge for 
Baptist women ·to be bold in their mis
sion involvement. 

She challenged the women to (1) 
boldly reaffirm the unchanging mission 
purpose of WMU, (2) face the challenge 
of future shock, (3) boldly speak to the 
missions challenge of our day, and (4) be 
bold as individuals. 

The two-day women's convention 
concluded on Monday night as the par
ticipants sang as a closing benediction 
the hymn "Send Me, 0 Lord, Send Me". 

NEW OFFICERS of the Southern 
Baptist Convention are (from left) 
Jimmy R. Allen, a native of Arkan
sas, president; Olan Runnels, first 
vice president; and Richard Sut
ton, also a native of Arkansas, sec
ond vice president. 

Lottie Moon Offering 
tops $28,700,000 

RICHMOND (BP) - The 1976 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
reached $28,763,810 as final 
tabulation of the annual offering 
for Southern Baptist foreign mis
sions was made May 31. 

Although short of the $29 mil
lion goal by $236,190, the 1.976 of
fering was an increase of 
$2,594,389 over the $26,169,421 
given in the 1975 offering. 

The 1976 figure includes one 
more month of contributions than 
the 1975 offering. The Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
upon consultation with the 
Woman's. Missionary Union 
(WMU), decided to keep the 
books open on the offering 
through May beginning this year, 
instead of closing them at the end 
of April as in former years. During 
May $449,293 was received. 

The change allows the . May 
receipts to be counted and have 
figures available for sharing at the 
annual meetings of the WMU and 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
The meetings are now held in 
June instead bf May, as in earlier 
years. 

Page 11 



President's address 
Let the church reach out by James L. Sullivan 

James L. Sullivan, recently retired president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention's Sunday 
School Board, is a current 'vice president of the 
Baptist World Alliance and is currently serving as 
President of the Southern Baptist Convention. A 
native of Silver Creek, Miss., he has served as 
pastor of churches in Kentucky, Tennessee, Mis
sissippi and Texas. H~ has earned degrees from 
Mississippi College and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and has an honorary 
degree from Mississippi College. He is a frequent 
speaker at Baptist assemblies and conventions 
throughout the United States and is the author of 
numerous articles· in magazines and periodicals. 
He and his wife are residing in Tennessee. 

A shell-shocked soldier in World War I stood dazed as 
an officer approached to ask, "What is your name?" His reply 
was, "I don't know, sir." Other questions like, "Who is your 
commanding officer?", "What outfit are you with?" and 
"How long have you been here?", came in rapid fire order. 
To each he answered with puzzlement, "I don't know, sir." 
"Then why are you here?" the officer asked. In response the 
addled soldier stood erect, clicked his heels together, saluted 
and said, "I am here to fight, sir." Like Abraham of old, he 
did not know "the where" but he did know "the why" of his 
journey. 

Southern Baptists like Abraham stand now at the cross
roads feeling compelled to move, asking God to lead each 
step of the way and to determine our route as we progress. 
We stand where Abram stood at Ur when God commanded 
that he move into the land which he would be shown. As 
Abram went, "not knowing whither he went" (Hebrews 
11 :8) he did know why. With that sense of Calling and 
destiny he moved in the spirit of conquest into the unknown 
tomorrow and God blessed him immeasureably. What would 
have happened had he stayed in Ur? Likely the world would 
never have known of him. Certainly he would never have 
achieved greatness. 

Abram left the familiar as he launched toward the unex
plored . Only with a triumphant faith cou.ld he have done 
this. It meant his life had to be anchored with unceasing 
prayers asking that he be shown the way, step by step. So 
Bethel, the place of prayer, became dear to him. 

Moving toward Palestine, the strategic land of his call
ing, Abram was placed at the very neck of the hourglass of 
his world's geography. For it was God's plan from the first 
that from that place the entire world would be influenced. 
His descendants would multiply like the sands of the sea. He 
would be blessed and he would prove a qlessing. Through 
his lineage would come the Messiah to save all who would 
believe. I · 

Southern Baptists now stand at a similar threshold. God 
is calling, even ordering. The hour to move out and upward 
is upon us. We have named the movement the Bold Mission 
Thrust. We are declaring courageously, "Let the Church 
Reach Out." This ·is not the time for the routine and the or
dinary. These are intense times and the challenge must be 
met with faith and daring much like Abraham's journey. 

Paul once said, "I was made ·a minister . . . to make all 
men see ... what is the fellowship of the mystery ... to the 
intent that now ... might be known by the church ... the 
manifold wisdom of God ... according to the eternal pu'r~ 
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pose which he purposed in Christ Jesus Our Lord". These 
scripture excerpts in Ephesians 3:5-11 expressed the basic 
factors of the Bold Mission Thrust most graphically. 

In speaking on "Let the Church Reach Out", let me deal 
first with a: "Survey of our Heritage", then "Sensing our 
Obligations" and ending with "Surging into Action". 

Survey of Our Heritage - Let us 
reach far back in time to ask, "What is 
the church?" "Where did it come 
from?" "What is it here . to do?" 
"Who constitutes its membership?" 
These and other pertinent questions 
must be asked. 

All too many people think of the church as a building on 
a corner with a spire, pews and an organ. The church may 
meet there, but the church is the peoP.le. In a sense a church 
is a meeting of equals, under God, each with a voice and a 
vote; But while it operates by democratic processes, it is not 
really a democracy. Rather ir is a theo-democracy, with 
members discussing and voting, but with each seeking God's 
will rather than the mere wish of the majority. 

Qualifications for church membership are not to be 
conditioned on social or financial standing, or intellectual 
capacities. The ground levels before the cross. and human 
differences, other than those made by personal spiritual ex
periences, are superfluous. God is not interested in human 
differences, but in human similarities. All have sinned, all 
suffer, all hunger, all need a Savior, all need fellowship with 
fellow-believers. Therefore, the church is not made up of 
handpicked people, but of God chosen ones who can serve 
him with faith and in devotion. 

A church is an organism. It lives, chooses, feels and 
grows. Paul likens it to a human body with many coordinated 
parts, all different but all needful, and all bound together 
into one. But the church is also an organization. It has of
ficers, schedules, a place of meeting, established ways of do
ing things. It is an organized organism because it has a work 
to do and ought to get on with the doing of it. 

Our Baptist beli.efs go back to the very beginnings of the 
church by Jesus Christ himself. So without apology we go 
back to the New Testament for our sources in matters of faith 
and in practice. 

The founder of the church makes a big difference. Every 
institution they say is the lengthened shadow of some man. 
The founder's very personality reflects itself in the institution 
he has founded. Such is even truer of the church which Jesus 
began. It was Jesus who gave the church its life, heartbeat, 
reason for being and sense of destiny. He gave it its message, 
methods and m(\)tivation. 

More recently and on these shores we have been 
celebrating our national . Bicentennial. No one has had a 
more glorious history to review than that of our own Baptist 
forefathers who crusaded for soul freedom of all people in 
America's early days. They were not a privileged people, but 
they understood what they needed to please God and to live 
at peace with . themselves and others. So they became the 
glad heralds of freedom. They had few books; in fact, most of 
them had only a Bible and a hymnal. But these were used 
profusely and with effectiveness. 

They worked hard, practiced-self-discipline and started 
little churches and schools wherever tliey went, God blessed 
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their efforts. A famous man of letters once said, "Our 
greatest deeds we do unknowingly." This certainly applied to 
our Baptist forefathers. For little did they know the greatness 
of their deeds, but their efforts laid the firm groundwork for 
our present ' day of stupendous Baptist membership and 
strength in the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Our Baptist history is glorious and our people have been 
courageous. Imprisoned they have not been embittered or 
silenced. Publicly whipped and humiliated, they have not 
backed up or backed down. 

The .example of Jesus who "loved the church and gave 
himself for it" (Eph. 5:25) let us know of the spiritual nature 
of the church. It must seek and do God's will and never ad
just itself merely to what man · may desire. A converted 
membership is a must for a Baptist church if that church is to 
fulfill its purpose. Each believer must have met the Savior 
face to face, found forgiveness, planted a personal faith in 
Christ and publicly committed himself to the Savior through 
confession and baptism. 

The world will never welcome the church. It considers 
the church to be made up of meddling busybodies interfer
ing with the personal affairs of others. A rescuer seeking to 
save a. drunk from freezing to death in a snowstorm may get 
kicked and cursed. Likewise the church cannot turn away 
and let the world die just because it vigorously objects to its 
own rescue. A church cannot allow public or private abuses 
to silence it. Silence at times can be golden, but at other 
times it may be yellow. So the church is to expect both boos 
and cheers in its work. 

No one would argue that the church is perfect, yet it is 
one of the truly dynamic forces of history. Study the seven 
churches of Asia. They had their frailties and shortcomings. 
But they also had their glories. Like Simon Peter they faltered 
at times and failed at the very moments of their greatest op
portunity. But God made them effective. 

Dr. J. B. Gambrell expressed it well when he said, "God 
can sure hit a straight lick with a crooked stick." While there 
are no flawless people or churches, or church members, we 
do have a flawless Christ, a perfect Gospel and matchless 
Book of divine revelation. Such is our heritage. 

The ·security of the church lies in its maintaining the 
spirit and purpose of Christ, and not just the arguments or 
logical defenses of men. The church has not been obliterated 
by hardship and persecution. Nor will it be. So the question, 
"Will the church survive?" is superfluous. Christ answered, 
"I will build my church, the gates of hell (hades) shall not 
prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18). This is its guarantee from 
Christ. · · 

Sensing Our Obligation - A church 
cannot wait for everything to be ideal 
before it moves out and up, nor can a 
denomination. We must start where 
we are with what we have and move 
forward as God leads step by step and 
day by day. 

local churches are not dead-end streets. The blessings 
of God are not to flow to them .and stop. A church is a chan
nel, a conduit, a message of glad things, a sharing of God's 
mercy and love. 

The responsibility of every church in every community is 
to evangelize. No one can practice the principles of the 
Sermon on the Mount who has not met the Christ who 
preached that message. God took every initiative in human 
redemption and expects us to do likewise. He sent his Son. 
He gave his Son. He gave his church. He sent his spirit. So 
must we exercise initiative. And a church is to lead out in 
searching for lost people. Sinners c_annot be expected to 
flounder their way to church doors and find · their way to the 
cross accidentally. 
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A church also has other major duties. Note a few: 
1. Help Believers Communicate with Their Maker -

Man's greatest God-given ability is that of worship. Here is 
where he excel ls over the beasts of the field, fowls of the air, 
and .fishes of the sea. Man was made in God's image, after 
God's likeness, and can speak with his Maker and listen to 
God speak in return. 

Ability to worship is not only humanity's greatest 
capacity, but is often man's most neglected opportunity. The 
church is to help people exercise this greatest capability, that 
of worship, and do it with regularity as well as with reverence 
and awe. 

2. Proclaim the Truths of God -The pulpit is central in a 
Baptist church. The preacher is not an echo of tradition, but 
like John the Baptist he is a voice of revelation. John cried 
clearly, "Behold the lamb of God" (John 1 :29). Prophecy had 
pointed out the nation, tribe, location and family. But John 
pointed out the man. The fingers of the prophets of God to
day should thrill to their tips with the truths of the Gospel 
proclaimed. Like John, this announcer of God's Word is to 
condemn sin, exhort sinners to turn from their evil ways, call 
the world to prepare to follow the Savior, then identify Christ 
in such unmistakable terms that the world cannot fail to 
understand. 

3. Provide Christian Instruction - God not only ordered 
us to teach in the Great Commission, but he also gave us our 
textbook, the Bible, with which to do it. Our teaching must 
be zealous and for results. The lessons must be related to life. 
The equipping of the saints is an endless and ever in-

. completed task. . 
I tend to agree with Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins who said that 

spiritual immaturity is perhaps the number one problem of 
every church. Insurmountable difficulties arise when those 
who are "born again" fail to grow up to their fullest potential 
in spiritual maturity. 

Dr. Howard Williams spoke of it colorfully when he said, 
"Nothing is more beautiful than a child kicking and cooing. 
Nothing is uglier than an old man still kicking after he has 
forgotten how to coo." Paul counted this one of his major 
problems and challenged his followers to get off the milk 
diet of infancy and onto the meat diet of maturity. If people 
do not grow after conversion, the church and the convert 
have both failed. Conversion may be the end of Christian ex
perience, but it is the front end of it. 

4. Fulfill its Local Responsibility - Southern Baptists 
make much of a local church. We do it because this is where 
the emphasis lies in the Bible. One-hundred-four of the one
hundred-nine times the word church is used in the Bible is in 
the local sense. And if a church fails its members and its own 
community, who else is there to take up and carry on? Yet 
this is the beginning point of a church's concern and effort, 
not the ending place. 

The work of the local churches is indispensable. As 
churches go so goes the denomination. As churches prosper, 
our Convention prospers. When churches are filled with 
despair, our denomination is affected adversely. Like 
gushing springs the local churches are the starting points of 
the broad river of our Baptist witness. They flow together to 
bless the arid earth famished for spirituality. 

5. Share and Share Alike With Others - One of the real 
needs is the development of religious bifocals, so a church 
can see clearly both at home and abroad and be as con
cerned beyond itself as it is about itself. Such is both Chris
tian and Christ-like. No church exists to serve itself. Only as it 
blesses others can a church prosper and have grounds for 
survival. 

Surging Into Action - Christ-like 
compassion will not allow for inac
tion anywhere in the world. 
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Christianity is more than a theory. It is rescue. Look at 
Jesus weeping over Jerusalem. His tears flowed freely, but 
they were not wasted tears. He went outside the walls of that 
city and died for the city for which he had wept. Feelings 
alone were inadequate. Bold action was demanded. It was 
given. So is it always. The first thing Saul of Tarsus asked on 
the Damascas Road was, "Lord, what wouldst thou have me 
do?" (Acts 9:6). 

Witness Jesus when he was feeding the 5,000 (John 6:1-
10) (Matt. 14:16). Three kinds of human attitudes emerged. 
One was that of impatience. The crowds were getting on the. 

. nerves of one tired disciple who had not eaten or slept for 
hours. So he cried, "Send them away." Another disciple 
measured human need in the light of money and wondered 
how they could finance such a massive project. So he cried 
"two-hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient." The 
size of a coin in front of his eyes blinded his vision to a world 
of opportunity. Jesus, the compassionate shepherd, com
manded, "Give ye them to eat'.'; in other words, "Feed 
them." Compassionate concern found a way. Action was the 
key on that day of victory. · 

For Jesus, action was all in a day's work, whether it was 
the widow of Nain needing comforting, the leper needing 
understanding and healing, or the Gadarine Demoniac who 
needed his wild nature tamed and calmed. Jesus never 
passed by leaving human need unnoticed and untouched. 

Maybe our greatest failure is right here. I learned a 
memorable lesson on a wintery morning when the ther
mometer hovered near zero. Without supervision, a street 
sweeper was diligently cleaning the main street of our city. 
When I asked him why he worked so hard on a cold day 
without someone supervising him, he replied, "Mister, I'm 
interested in a clean city." He was handling dirt, much dirt, 
and it was the dirt of other people, yet it was not because he 
was fascinated by filth. He was interested in cleanliness. His 
deep concern drove him to committed and often unpleasant 
action. So it was with Christ who stooped low in his acts of 
human rescue. 

Excuses will not get the job done. Bold action is neces
sary if the world is to be lifted from quagmire of sin. Rescue is 
the most necessary thing on earth, more urgent than 
medicine for a doctor or blood for the body. To do the job 
our churches must work together. The church at Jerusalem 
must be interested in the churches in Judea and Samaria and 
the people who dwell there. 

Baptist associations and state conventions play a vital 
role in this spiritual conquest by giving vision, meaning, in
terpretation and know-row. Great is their influence on the 
churches to whom they minister. No one would coerce a 
local church, yet if our churches can only know what is ex
pected of them they do their best. Knowing what is expected 
they usually respond and measure up. They will work harder 
to increase mission support and giving by every means 
available to them. 

Having a vision of the world and a compassion for it is 
vitally necessary also. Matthew 14:14 is a hidden verse which 
many of us miss because the words are simple ·and flow by 
hardly noticed. The .verse reads, "And Jesus saw the mul
titudes and had compassion on them and healed their sick." 
In this brief statement we see vision, compassion and action 
- these three, and in that sequence. Without vision God said 
his people would perish. Unless God's people have vision 
the whole world perishes. And action is never meaningful 
unless preceded by vision. Realizing that the world is just 
one generation away from paganism should goad us into 
zealous action as we seek to rescue persons in peril. This 
one reason should command our best even if there were no 
other motivations. 

The world must be penetrated with the piercing Gos
pel. Jesus spoke meaningfully when he likened us in our 
work to "salt" yea, even "light". Each is ineffective in isola-
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tion. Each does its work by penetration - sharp, cutting, in
cisive, influencing action. 

The -very size of the world may intimidate us. The disci
ples must have popped out in cold sweat when Jesus laid a 
world, a whole world on their hearts and shoulders in one 
bold sweep. They knew they could not do so great a task 
alone. But with God's help there was no limit to what they 
could do. When God's finger points the way, God's hand 
helps us walk in it. So the disciples did their best. History 
records the rest. The whole world has had the impact of their 
dedication and 'proclamation. If God could do so much and 
such great things through twelve men, imagine what he 
could do with twelve million if we were as committed as 
they. · 

Our denomination is in the era of its greatest strength 
and testing. For the first time we have the resources, the 
manpower, the know-how, the national coverage 
geographically and the nation's eye. Too, we have the 
methodology. We have dedicated missionaries committed 
and in training, or already there. And the Cooperative 
Program which was a long time being born is now a dynamic 
instrument for regular sustained, and systematic sharing of 
our message with the whole world. So are the special mission 
offerings. It is not only the first time in our individual life- · 
times that such a situation holds, but it is the first time in our 
denomination's lifetime as well. God has brought us to this 
hour. We still respond either like Jonah who fled frantically 
from a task so big, or we will brace up and face the crisis as 
the early disciples did when they had their all at the feet of 
Jesus to go wherever he would lead and do whatever he 
would command. 

The fields we as Southern Baptists have entered already 
are many and worthy. Our missionaries are widespread. We 
have established churches, hospitals, schools, children's 
homes, homes for the aged and many other worthy 
endeavors. They are already a reality. Our goal is to use these 
forces to extend, expand, let God·empower and move with 
force to the ends of the earth and through us, so each person 
can hear of and respond to Christ before this century ends. 
This is the way .the Gospel must spread - through public 
media, loud speakers, word of mouth, mass rallies - every 
way. Yet no method is ever quite as effective as face to face, 
heart to heart sharing of one's personal faith. 

A bold mission thrust calls for the 50-50 ideal of budget 
sharing with each church re-examining its percentage of giv-

. ing and increasing with regularity until as much is being 
done for others as for ourselves. Bold Missions cannot be 
thrust forward by a few churches even if they do sacrifice. 
The job is too big for the few. Everyone and every church 
must act in concerted effort. 

The key is that local churches do their part in increasing 
the number of tithers in their membership and sharing the 
financial growth equally with others. Then the responsibility 
will be upon state conventions to share and share alike with 
the causes beyond themselves. Think what could be done if 
one-hundred percent of the causes were supported 
sacrificially by one hundred percent of the people and the 
churches. 

There are many blessings in store here. A lighthouse 
which sends light afar gets plenty of the reflections itself. A 
lighthouse which shines forth never finds itself in darkness. 

Victory is assured if we meet God's conditions. By God's 
grace and power we have enlightenment, encouragement 
and divine strength. We must have the power of God to 
achieve. The world is fascinated by power. It views Niagara 
with awe. It feels the earth vibrate as a jumbo jet gets airborn. 
It witnesses the military might of the Pentagon, the publlci_z
ing power of the press and airwaves as well as the financial 
strength of Wall Street, but all of these combined cannot es
tablish or maintain one single Baptist church anywhere on 
earth. That, too, takes power, but God's power. The type of 
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power that was promised when Christ said, "Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you" (Acts 
1 :8). 

Pentecost was imperative for the disciples because there 
had to be spiritual power sufficient for the task they were as
signed. They sensed their inadequacy. They knew they could 
not achieve without the leading of God's spirit. So Pentecost 
was given. Pentecost was a parallel to Bethlehem. Great 
miracles and revelations took place at each. The Holy Spirit's 
one coming is adequate for all times, just as the one coming 
of Jesus to earth can save all mankind always. We do not 
need another Pentecost, but how dreadfully we do need 
pentecostal power if we are to have a Bold Mission Thrust 
felt around the globe. 

Pentecost would have been meaningless and powerless 
had it not been bathed in the prayers of those early believers. 
Remember the Upper Room experience? They were not 
praying down the Holy Spirit. They were praying the rusty 
hinges of their own hearts loose so they could receive the 
Holy Spirit in full power when he came. No wonder they 
called it the Upper Room. It was such an ·exalting exper
ience for those early believers, they never forgot. 

People never stand taller than when they are on their 
knees praying for others, asking God to use them to bless a 
world. Delay is deadly. Not only do sinners die without hear
ing of our blessed Redeemer but church members tend to 
grow mid and calloused when Christian witnessing is not go-

ing on continuously and with vigor: So we must move 
speedily and mighty. The time is heavy upon us. Let the 
church reach out - now. 

Let me close with some prc)ctical suggestions: 
. 1. Inform your people of the Bold Mission Thrust and its 

opportunities. 
2. Get your church involved, stressing the imperative of 

missions in the Bible. ' 
3. Challenge your people to tithe in support of the type of 

mission action that can be bold, exciting and challeng
ing. 

4. Re-examine your own church's giving through the 
denomination and increase the percentage annually. · 

5. Use your church organizations to focus attention on the 
missionary opportunities the church has and coordinate 
teaching and action . 

6. Preach about missions often to your people or en
courage your pastor to do so. 

7. Pray endlessly for the ones engaged already in the mas
sive mission movement and pledge your encouragement 
and financial support. 

8. Pray especially for our theological schools in their crisis 
as they seek to train many future missionaries to serve 
with skill and effectiveness. 

9. Work in love with fellow-believing Baptists so the effects 
can be more visible, felt far and wide. 

10. Be positive, anticipating victory for God's glory. 
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FANTASTIC SAVI_NGS ON TOP 
~ QUALITY ITEMS K 

Visit the Baptist Book Store nearest you today for BIBLE STUDY LIORARY 5-vol. 
(Zondervan))these and many other specials. Or, if you choose 
MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY to order by mail, clip this ad and send it to the 
ON THE WHOLE BIBLE Baptist Book Store or Mail Order Center serving THE ZONDERVAN PICTORIAL BIBLE 

you. DICTIONARY 
Check item(s) desired. For more than one copy of THE ZONDERVAN EXPANDED 
an item, write quantity desired on line. __ CONCORDANCE 

THE ZONDERVAN TOPICAL BIBLE _ _ THE GOOD NEWS BIBLE, Today's 
THE ZONDERVAN PICTORIAL BIBLE English Version (Broadman) 
ATLASReg. $4.95 Sale Price, $3.75 

Reg. $79.75, Set Sale Price, $49.95 
__· TOTAL MAN by Dan Benson (Tyndale) 

Reg. $3.95 Sale Price, $2.75 

__ IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE by Corrie ten 
Boom (Revell) Reg. $6.95 Sale Price, $4.95 

TEACHING FOR RESULTS by Findley 
Edge (Broadman) 

Reg. $4.95 Sale Price, $3.25 
*On all cash orders please add the following forTHE LIFE BEYOND by Ray Summers 
postage and handli'ng: Orders $2.00 or less, add(Broad man) 
50~; orders $2.01 to $5.00, add 75~; orders overReg. $3.95 (Paper) Sale Price, $2.50 
$5.00, add $1.00. 

BROADMAN BIBLE COMMENTARY, 12-
volume set (Broadman) Amount of order ___ _ _ _ ____ _ 

ReQ . $94.50 Sale Price, $69.50 
SalesTax _____________ 

__ GLEANINGS .IN EXODUS by Arthur W. 
Pink (Moody)Reg. $6.95 Sale Price, $4.95 *Postage and Handling ___ ______ 

"100 FAVORITES" SERIES (Zondervan) TOTAL ______________
Each, Reg. $5.95 Sale Price, Each, $3.88 

Name ______________ _ · _ 100 SACRED FAVORITES 

-- 100 COUNTRY AND WESTERN Address _____________
GOSPEL FAVORITES 

City ___State ___Zip -------- 100 INSPIRATIONAL FAVORITES __,,___ 
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Report: SBC 1977 

SBC music group 
changes constitution 

KANSAS CITY, Mo., June 13 

Baptists must change 'lifestyles, 
directors of missions are told 

KANSAS CITY, Mo., June 13 - If Cente·r. 
Sou.them Baptists reach future mission Robert D. Dale, supervisor of the 
goals, they must change their lifestyles. Career Guidance Project Section. of the 

Cecil Ray of Raleigh, executive direc Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
tor of the North Carolina Baptist also spoke at the conference. · 
Convention, made this statement to Dale gave directors practical advice 
about 175 persons attending the 16th on coping with pressures faced by 
Southern Baptist Conference for Direc ministers and their families. '. 
tors of Associational Missions Mon<;!ay He also advised directors t~ help , 
at nearby Overland Park. ministers in their associations decide · 

"Lifestyles of too many Southern Bap whether their churches are growing or 
tists are on a collision course with the dying. . 
'Bold Missions' themes we've adopted," -- A key which . tips a minister to the· 
he said. p~ogress or decline of his church con

cerns its original "dream",. Dale said.Ray explained many Southern Baptists 
Churches sometimes need to reaffirmare too involved in materialistic pursuits 
the vision on which they were built.to maintain lifestyles of sacrifice neces

sary to undergird world-wide mission Directors elected new officers for 
objectives. 1977-78 and passed tw? resolutions. 

He called for new lifestyles more con Tom Roote, executive director of the 
ducive to global mission support. Birmingham · Baptist Association in 

Ray's address ended a two-day con Alabama, will preside over the con
ference of Baptist directors of missions ference in 1977-78. 
which · preceded the 120th Southern Others to · serve one-year terms in• 
Baptist Convention Tuesday through elude Herman Wooten of Orange, 
Thursday in H. Roe Bartle Convention Calif., president elect; George Arthur of 

Campus ministers begin association 
KANSAS CITY, June 13 "'7" The fledg (formerly BSU directors) that T A's pop

ling Association of Southern Baptist ularity in the 1960's is a "sign of the 
Campus Ministers elected officers here times" with its emphasis on in
Monday and heard a noted Christian dividualism, rebellion and anti-authori-
psychologist discuss the benefits and tarianism. · 
disadvantages of popular psychological Hudson said, however, that TA can be 
movements. usefu l to the Christian minister because 

its professional jargon is more easilyDick Bumpass, director, Student 
understood by the layman that most. Ministries, U.S. Naval Academy, An
psychological language.napolis, Md., was elected the first presi

TA also places a healthy emphasis ondent of the newly-formed organization 
childhood and intimacy, Hudson said.in session at Midwestern Seminary. 

Hudson was critical of TM but stated
Other officers are Mike Lunde, that its techniques of meditation can be 

campus ministers, Texas Technological borrowed by the Christian. 1'We want
Institute, Lubbock, Tex., vice president instant salvation, instant growth, instant
of administration; Ron Brown, campus maturity, instant everything," Hudson
minister, Roanoke College, Roanoke, said. "We can't have that but the ques
Va., vice president of publications; tions are - are we going to knock it
Geneva Metzger, campus minister, (TM) or are we going to develop
University of North Carolina, Greens something better?"
boro, N.C., vice president of programs; Don Gurney, leader · in organizing
and Don Gurney, director, student ASBCM and newly-elected vice ·• presi
ministries, U.S. Air Force Academy, dent of membership, said the purposes
Colorado Springs, Colo., vice president of the group are for fellowship and
of membership. . information-sharing. 

R. Lofton Hudson, director, Midwest "We hope to raise the visibility of 
Christian Counseling Center here, led campus ministry in Southern Baptist life 
sessions on Transactional Analysis (TA) and also help each other achieve greater 
and Transcendenta l Meditation (TM). · professionalism in our work," Gurney 

Hudson told the campus ministers said. 

-
Members of the Southern Baptist 
Church Music Conference elected a 
new president, made a constitutional 
change and noted growth in the 20 years 
of the organization's history during a 
two-day meeting here. 

James C. McKinney of Ft. Worth, Tex., 
dean of Southwestern Baptist 
THeological Seminary's school of music, 
was elected president for a two-year 
term. He succeeds Paul Bobbitt of 
Jackspnville, Fla., music secretary for the 
Florida Baptist Convention. 

The constitutional change will 
provide for the appointment of a per
m anent editor of the Music 
Conference's journal, Bobbitt said. 

Cleamon Downs, associate professor 
of church music and voice at William 
Carey College, Hattiesburg, Miss., re
counted some of the organizatio·n's 20-
year history. 

It began, he said, as a suggestion at 
the Souther.n Baptist Convention in 
Kansas City in 1956. It became a reality in 
1957 when the group gathered at the 
Conrad Hilton in Chicago. 

Presiding at that first meeting was Paul 
Mccommon of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention's Church Music Depart
ment. Mccommon was elected its first 
president. 

· McKinney was elected president by a 
mail vote of the organization's 900 
members. 

"We vot~ by mail so the members 
who can't come to the convention will 
be able to vote, too," observed Bobbitt. 

Serving with McKinney will be Allen 
R. Brown of the Baptist General Associa
tion of Virginia's Church Music Depart
ment, denominational vice president; 
Max Lyall of Golden Gate Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif., educational vice presi
dent; A. L. Butler, First Church, Ada, 
Okla., local church vice president, and 
Mary June Tabor, Oklahoma Baptist 
Convention's associate state music 
secretary, secretary-treasurer. 

New England and Nova Scotia 
motorcoacb tour 
Oct 1-16, 1977 

Includes Grand Ole Opry, Niagara Falls, 
Boston, Halifax, and more. $595 

Double occupancy, $100 reservation. 
Deposit required no later than July 1. 
Balance of $495 due by Sept. 1. 
For reservations contact 

Carl Gunter, 3217 N. Pine 
St., NLR, Ark. 72116, 
Phone 758-0897 
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Dexter, Mo., secretary; Robert C. 
Helmich of Muskogee, Okla., treasurer; 
Harold Blackburn of Silverhill, Ala., 
editor of the newsletter, "Open Cir
cuit", and R. Edward Gilstrap of Atlanta, 

' host director. 
Directors resolved to seek curriculum 

materials on the "Week of Associational 
Emphasis" from the Sunday School 
Board, Brotherhood Commission, 
Woman's Missionary Union and the 
Home Mission Board. 

In another resolution, the group 
agreed to work with "the metropolitan 
and rural-urban associational members 
serving on the Southern Baptist commit
tee on long-range emphasis ..." 

Elected by groups 

DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS President 
Tom Roote, seated, reviews plans with 
other ,newly elected officers, Robert 
Helmich, left, treasurer; Herman 
Wooten, president-elect; George 
Arthur, secretary; R. Edward Gilstrap, 
host director; and Harold Blackburn, 
editor of the "Open Circuit" news
letter. (SBC photo by James Lee Young) 

CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE OF
FICERS elected at William Jewell Col
lege in Liberty, Mo., are: ·(standing from 
left) A. L. Butler, First Baptist Chwch, 
Ada, Okla., local church vice president; 
and James C. McKinney, dean of 

· Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary's school of church music, Ft. 
Worth, president; (seated from left) Al
len R. Brown of the Baptist General As
sociation of Virginia's church music 
department, denominational vice presi
dent; and Max Lyall, music professor at 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., educational 
vice president. (SBC photo by James Lee 
Young) 

Page 17 June 23, 1977 



Report: SBC 1977 

Religious educators hear speakers 
advocate changes in outlook of churches 

KANSAS CITY, June 13 - About 330 
delegates to the 22nd annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Religious Educa
tion Association here heard four 
speakers encourage churches to accept 
the challenge of bold missions, make Bi
ble study more effective, be more 
redemptive · in its ministry and allow 
itself to be continually "broken and 
reshaped ." 

The group also elected new officers 
for 1977-78 and honored two long-time 
Sunday School Board directors who are 
retiring. 
. Albert McClellan, program planning 

director and associate executive 
secretary for the Southern Baptist Ex
ecutive Committee, encouraged the 
group to follow the example set by 
President jimmy Carter, a Southern Bap
tist. 

"I think Mr. Carter represents 
something that is latent in all of us, and 
that is a certain kind of enthusiasm that, 
if it burns brightly enough, will catch the 
world on fire," McClellan said. 

"Many of our churches have become 

so preoccupied with the business of 
building churches at home that they 
have given little regard to what is hap
pening abroad," he continued . "We 
cannot survive as the missionary Baptist 
church in that way - there is just no 
future apart from the missions task ." 

Suggesting a theology for bold mis
sion to which McClellan referred, W. 
Randall Lolley, president of 
Southeastern ·Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N.C., suggested Baptists '.'allow the 
church to be continually broken and 
reshaped," disregarding the antiquated 
specifications so long imposed . 

B. A. Clendinning, minister of 
counseling at Second Ponce de Leon 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, warned the 
educators that churches are going to 
lose many of their members unless they 
become more redemptive. 

"What is the church for if it's not for 
people who have problems; for people 
who are sinners; for people to worship, 
to grow and to learn even in the midst of 
their human frailties?" he asked . 

The two retiring Sunday School Board 

Educators called to simplify 
Bible study· for lay people 

KANSAS CITY - . William E. Hull, 
pastor of First Church, Shreveport, La., 
called on theologians here Sunday night 
to simplify Bible study for lay people. 
, Speaking in the opening session of 
the 22nd annual Southern Baptist 
Religious Education Association 
meeting at the Sheraton Royal Hotel, 
Hull, former dean at Southern Seminary, 
said interest in the Bible is declining 
because it's so hard to teach. 

Hull described the amateur Bible stu
dent as "tentative, hesitant and almost 
excluded. 

"Our difficulty in dealing with the Bi
ble revolves around the complexity of it. 
There are more translations, versions · 
and technicalities to Bible study now 
days. This complexity has tended to im
mobilize some of our sharpest people 
and the amateurs become confused 
outsiders or lost." 

People either feel embarrassed and 
muted or retreat to a simplistic pre
critical period, Hull said. 

"There is an awful lot of dependence 
today even in our curricular literature 
on the standard commentaries, and 
what that really means is we're not 
studying the Bible - we are studying 
Barclay." 

Hull suggested that serious Bible 
study within the Southern Baptist 
Convention has been limited to 
seminary-trained persons. 

"If Baptists ever get the idea that an 
understanding of New Testament 
Christianity is available only to a hand
ful of specialists with years of technical · 
training, then Bible teaching is just 
about as good as dead. 

"Those who are in command of the 
critical method, who have the technical 
training, the doctor's degree'5, the 
linguistic and historical knowledge, 
most of them are doing very little to 
help the church in its feelings of rebuff. 

"Many of them would say, 'OK, you 
want to have a New Testament church? 
Well, which kind? Do you want the Jesus 
of the Synoptics or the Jesus of John? Do 
you want the Paul of the Epistles or the 
Paul of Acts? Do you want the church as 
it was in Judaism or the church as it was 
in Hellenism? Do you want a church like 
Galatia where there were no official 
leaders or a church like the pastorals 
where there were bishops and •elders? 
And, do you want the kind ,of church 
that was submissive to the state in I Peter 
or the kind that was opposed to the state 
in the book of Revelation?'" 

0 

directors honored were Philip B. Harris, 
Church Training, and A. V. Washburn, 
Sunday School. The men and their wives 
were recognized and presented silver 
serving bowls. · 

The newly-elected officers of the as
sociation are Elmer F. Bailey, associate 
pastor, Bellevue Church, Memphis, 
president; Charles M. Lowry, director of 
the Teaching and Training -Division of 
the Louisiana Baptist Convention, 
president-elect; Lawrence Klempnauer, 
minister of education and administra
tion, Second Ponce de Leon Church, 
Atlanta, Ga., vice-president from the 
church group; William G. Caldwell, as
sociate professor of Education Ad
ministrati.on, Southwestern Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, vice-president of the teaching 
group; Melva Cook, program consul
tant of the Family Ministry Department 
of the Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
secretary-treasurer; and Marjory 
Perkins, consultant for preschool and 
children of the Maryland state Baptist 
Convention, assistant secretary
treasurer. 

Hull said such a complex approach 
confuses and frustrates the church 
member who is really serious about 
returning to a Biblical basis for the 
church. 

He called on churches to "rehabilitate 
the reformation ideals of the church 
teacher. · 

"The New Testament office of the 
teacher ... ha·s been allowed to wither," 
he said. "We can direct religious ac
tivities or we can preach, but in between 
those two there is a kind of uneasiness." 

During the opening session, the 
religious educators also heard 
testimonies of the success of the 
educational programs of three Southern 
Baptist churches. 

The speakers, Charles P. Wood, 
minister of education at Cottage Hill 
Church, Mobile, Ala.; Bill Taylor, 
minister of education at First Church, 
Lafayette, La.; and Richard Douglas, 
pastor of First Church, Putnam City, 
Okla., all credited their basic Bible 
teaching programs with the success of 
their total church programs. 

The three men also gave credit to the 
outreach and· visitation efforts of their 
churches. 
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Sermons, psychology and election 
of Oklahoman mark pastors' meeting 

' KANSAS CITY, Mo., June 13 - More 
than 10,000 persons heard thundering 
sermons and Christian psychology and 
elected an Oklahoma preacher as their 
president during the two-day Southern 
Baptist Pastors' Conference here. 

Bailey Smith, pastor of First Southern 
Church of Del City, Okla., was named 

. president of the conference, succeeding 
Jerry Vines, pastor of Dauphin Way 
Church of Mobile, Ala. 

Pastors chose Homer Lindsay Jr., 
pastor of Jacksonvile, Fla., First Church, 
as •vice president and John Hatch, pastor 
of Trinity Church of Ft. Worth, Tex., as 
secretary-treasurer. 

The pastors also heard 12 sermons, six 
of which were by non-Southern Bap
tists. 

Warren Wiersbe, pastor of Moody 
Church in Chicago, delivered three 
messages; Stephen Olford, who terms 
himself an "independent Baptist sort-_of 
adopted by the Southern Baptists'.', 
preached twice, and Clyde Narramore, a 
Christian psychologist from Rosemead, 
Calif., spoke once. Narramore is a 
member of a congregational church. 

The pastors, however, reserved their 
most thunderous ovations for three 
Southern Baptists. 

Two of them - W. A. Criswell of First 
Church of Dallas, and R. G. Lee, pastor
emeritus of Bellevue Church, Memphis, 
Tenn. - received a standing ovation. 

The third :-- Adrian Rogers, current 
pastor of Bellevue - was · interrupted 
numerous times as he preached to ·the 
pastors. 

Selection of the non-Southern Bap
tists drew criticism. Several pastors 
questioned the need to go outside the 
SBC for speakers when there are 
Southern Baptists who are . excellent 
preachers and Bible teachers. 

Smith, in a post-election interview, 
said he believes the conference "ought 
to feature Southern Baptists ... we have 
some outstanding Bible teachers and 
preachers." 

Noting he is a conservative he said he 
believes that fact assisted in his election. 
"I preached at about a dozen state 
evangelism conferences this year an·d it 
appears the men want as president 
somebody who will have a conference 
that will feed them ... fill th~m." 

He said he is not a member of the 
conservative Baptist Faith and Message 
Fellowship, and averred, "I am a ·1oyal 
Southern Baptist. I'll be a Southern Bap
tist 'til I die. Southern Baptists have been 
good to me. I wou'ld not do anything to 
hurt Southern Baptists." 

While he says he agrees theologically 
with BFMF, he said he would not join 
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the group, and in fact declined to write 
for the BFMF publication, Southern 
Baptist Journal, or to speak at a BFMF 
conference in Arkansas. 

Lee, 91, drew a standing ovation even 
though he was absent. He was 
scheduled to speak at the closing ses
sion - as he has done for many years -
but suffered a heart attack recently. 

He sent a taped message, and partici
pants heard exerpts from Lee's former 
addresses to the conference. 

In the message, he said he is "getting 
better," and said, "God bless each one 
of you." 

Criswell, a former president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and pastor 
of its largest congregation, defended 
the infallibility of the Bible against critics 
and skeptics, past and present. 

He decried present-day attacks on 
Scripture, particularly by college profes
sors, whom he described as "smart 
boys" who mislead Christian young 
people and cause them to give up the 
faith. 

Criswell said that "there has never 
been a spade of dirt turned up by the 
archaeologists" which denies the infal
libility of Scripture. 

He also said that while the Bible is not 
a scientific textbook, it is· more reliable 
than science. 

Criswell was greeted by a thunderous 

ii L-
PASTORS' CONFERENCE OFFICERS 
were named during that organiza~ 
tion's meeting at the Southern Baptist 
Convention here. Shown are Presi
dent Bailey Smith (left), pastor of First 
Southern Church of Del City, Ok la., 
and Vice President Homer Lindsay Jr., 
pastor of First Church, Jacksonville, 
Fla. Not pictured is Secretary
Treasurer John Hatch, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Ft. Worth, Tex. 

standing ovation before his address and 
was interrupted several times for polite 
applause. 

Rogers, who took Lee's place on the 
program, told pastors, "Five men rule 
America from their graves," and listed 
Charles Darwin, Soren Kirkegaard, Karl 
Marx, Sigmund Freud and John Dewey 
as men who "hatched the egg which 
poisoned" science, religion, politics, 
psychology and education. 

"This kind of thing," he said, "has 
sabotaged God, defied man, sanctified 
sin ... liquidized society." 

Wiersbe chided churches for leaving 
America's cities, noting, "God is not 
building a silo. God is building a city." 

He said he grew up in Chicago and 
has always "loved the city". He chal
lenged pastors to have pity on people, . 
even those victimized by life's 
harshness. 

Olford, pastor~emeritus of Calvary 
Church in New York City, now presi
dent of Encounter Ministries, Inc., of 
Holmes Beach, Fla., decried the number 
of men leaving their pulpits for other 
employment and said statistics show 
70,000 empty pulpits across the nation. 

"I am disturbed that so many are step
ping down ... I am deeply concerned," 
he said, te ll ing pastors they must restore 
"dignity" to the pulpits. 

Psychologist Narramore told the 
pastors, "Twenty percent of the men 
here · today need some professional 
help. Some of you have wives who are in 
depression, who are showing 
schizophrenic tendencies ... some of 
you are having homosexual inclinations 
... some of you are having an affair. 

"I encourage you. Why don't you get 
some help? When you need help, get it. · 
You will always be glad you did," he 
said. 

An evangelist, Sam Cathey of Owasso, 
Okla., talked to pastors about the Holy 
Spirit, lacing his address with anti
charismatic st.atements. He facetiously 
quoted those who say that Southern 
Baptist life has "enough e lasticity" to ac
commodate all kinds of viewpoints, and 
then cried, "BALONEY!" 

A true Southern Baptist, he said, will 
stand on the "inerrant" Word of God 
and he challenged those who disagree 
by saying, "Why don't you just get out 
... ·and as you go, don't take any of our 
churches with you." 

Southern Baptist lay evangelist Carliss 
Odom of North Little Rock, Ark., a 
cerebral palsy victim, gave his 
testimony. 

"The Lord has put a smile on my face, 
a song in my heart, a spring in my step 
and has made my life very exciting," he 
said. 
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ANNOUNCING ■ ■ ■ 

A:TNA'S NEW 
cnurcn Qolicy 
ENDOR-SED BY THE 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
INSURANCE TRUST:: 
Churches have complex insurance needs. That's why The Southern Baptist Insurance 

Trust and A:tna worked together to develop the Church Policy- ESPECIALLY FOR YOU! 

For instance, the Church Policy includes REPLACEMENT COST-which means that if you 

have a property loss A:tna pays to replace it and at today's price! 

And , it includes SINGLE LIMIT COVERAGE so that all Building and Church Contents are 

covered under one limit. There's no problem determining which coverage applies if you 

have a loss. 

Best of all, major ·church coverages are included in one policy! 

The Church Policy is an important addition to the insurance program sponsored by the 
Southern Baptist Insurance Trust, which includes. 

1. The Church Policy- especially designed for churches 

2. Loss Control & Education Plan- helps prevent accidents 

3. Convenient Payment Plan- helps maintain your cash flow 
4. Prompt Local Claim Service- there when you need it most. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL YOUR LOCAL A:TNA AGENT OR CONTACT: 

.LEtna Life & Casualty - Multiple Account Sales W-3 
151 Farmington Avenue 

LIFE&CASUALTY Hartford, Conn. 06156 

*Not affiliated with the State Convention or the Southern Baptist Convention. 
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by Earl R. HumbleInternational Lesson Southern Baptist College 

Celebration of freed om 

Exodus 14:21-25; 30-31 
Exodus 15:1-3; 20-21 

Pharaoh's s0ft
ening of his heart 
was short lived. He 
could not stand to 
see his slave labor 
slip out of his 
hands, even at the 
terrible price paid. 
He instructed his 
cavalry to pursue 
the Hebrews and 
head them off at Dr. Humblethe sea. The He
brews were afraid and they cried to Mo
ses for help. Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea and God began to 
move. 

God has . the power to do what he 
wants to do, but he seems to prefer to 
use natural means to accomplish his 
ends. A strong east wind .blew all night 
and divided the waters of the Red Sea 
into two walls, one on either side of the 
passageway. Though on many maps the 
Red Sea shows intermittent water and 
dry land east of the Goshen area, the 
Scriptures are very clear that the 

· Hebrews crossed the Sea where it had 
been quite deep. 

The pillar of cloud concealed the flee
ing Hebrews from the pursuing Egyp
tians, and the pillar of fire lighted the 
way for God's people. As the Hebrews 
completed their crossing of the Sea, the 
Egyptians began to have trouble with 
their chariots. They tried to flee but the 
waters rolled down and drowned all the 
Egyptian hosts. There is no indication 
that Pharaoh himself was drowned . . 

Dedication In the hour of victory 
(Ex; 14:30-31) 

The victory over the Egyptians was . 
complete. There is no indication that 
any of them in the water escaped. One 
can only marvel at the audacity of the 
Egyptians in following. their enemies 
into the sea with walls of water standing 
on either side. Surely they must have 
known that this was a miracle, and they 
were fighting against God. This is in
dicated in 14:25, "And the Egyptians 
said, Let us flee from before Israel, for 
the Lord fights for them against the 
Egyptians." 
. The Hebrews were deeply impressed 

by this display of divine power. Instead 
of gloating over their fallen foes, "dead 
on the seashore" (14:30), "the people 
feared the Lord, and they believed in 
the Lord and in his servant Moses" 
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(14:31). We could wish that they had 
always been as awed by the display of 
divine power. The same could be said 
for the Lord's people in every age, 

The song of Moses (Ex. 15:1-3) 
When the Hebrews saw how com

plete the victory was, they burst into 
song. They said, "I will sing to the Lord, 
for he has triumphed gloriously; the 
horse and his rider he has thrown into 
the sea" (15:1). 

The Hyksos kings had introduced 
horses into Egypt. The Egyptians over
threw the Hyksos kings and expelled 
them, but they retained the horses, es
pecially horse calvary. But great as it was 
as a military arm, it was not great 
enough to withstand God's power. 
Observe that the Hebrews gave God all 
the glory. 

The Song of Moses is a very fine ex
ample of early Hebrew poetry. The 
name Jehovah (LORD) is used for God. 
This is his covenant name. They spoke of 
God's salvation, a word with double 
meaning. It may refer to deliverance 
from either a physical or a spiritual 

· danger. Here it was both. 
Verse three calls God a man of war. 

This is common in Hebrew poetry, es
pecially poetry of a patriotic nature. 
God is credited as fighting their battles 
for them. In later times God will be 
called "Lord of Hosts", a term meaning· 
God of battles and deliverances. 

Note also the strong personal aspect 
of this hymn. The personal pronoun 
referring to the Hebrews occurs seven 
times in verses one and two. Such ex
pressions as, "I will sing unto the Lord," 
"the Lord is my strength . . . my 
salvation," "this is my God, and I will 
praise Him, my father's God and I will 
exalt him" are typical of this exalted 
poem. 

Conclusions 
1. God may make use ·of natural forces 

to work his miracles (14:21-25). 

Many miracles in both Testaments 
utilize some kind of riatural ·medium or 
force. Jesus sometimes used saliva and 
clay in his healing miracles. In any case it . 
does not lessen the miracle for God to 
use a force of nature. Some miracles are 

The Oudines of the International Bible Lesson fol' 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Serles, are copyrighted 
by the lnte,national Council of Religious Education. 
Used l,y permission, 
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miracles mainly in timing. Such a 
miracle would be the coin in the fish's 
mouth. Jesus told Peter the coin would 
be in the mouth of the first fish he 
caught (Matt. 17:27). 

We should further observe that in the 
case of Israel in the sea, the same event 
that delivered them destroyed their 
enemies. This truth is amplified in the 
New Testament. Paul says (Rom.1:16-17) 
that both wrath and righteousness are 
revealed in the Gospel. 

2. Any manifestation of Divine power 
should lead God's people to a deeper 
dedication (14:30-31). 

We are told that when Israel saw their 
enemies dead on the seashore, they 
"feared the Lord and believed in the 
Lord." It would have been easy for the 
people to gloat over the destruction of 
their enemies. Instead, • we see them 
praising God. IJ we ever lose our sense 
of reverence at God's presence, we will 
have lost something essential to true 
worship. It is not belittling to the human 
personality to worship God. In fact, 
some of the greatest intellectuals of all 
time have been men and women who 
"fear the Lord and believed in the 
Lord." 

3. Praise is comely to the people of 
God (15:1-3). 

It is believed by many commentators 
on the Old Testament that poetry was 
the first literature of the Hebrews. Ex
odus 15 is a short burst of epic poetry -
a story in verse, relating a victory ov.er 
strong adverse forces. Whereas, most 
epics praise the heroism of the people, 
this one praises the power and love of 
God who has given victory. The Song of 
Moses breathes the pure air of adora
tion to God. It exalts God in His majesty 
and extols Him as Saviour. 

4. It is fitting that women lead in 
praise to God (15:20-21). 

Miriam, the prophetess, remained ac- · 
tive as a leader until her death. She 
made her mistakes and received her · 
rebukes, even as Moses and Aaron. In 
spite of the fact that the Bible was writ
ten in a time when women .were con
sidered me11's property, among the 
Hebrews and Christians women were 
given a high and honored place. Under 
grace God holds no prejudice toward 
the feminine half of the race. In Christ 
"there can be no male and female" (Gal. 
3:28). 
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by Guy R. WadeLife and Work Lesson First Church, Booneville 

The Christian hope 
11 Timothy .4:1-22 
Focal: II Timothy 4:1 -2, 6-13, 16-18 

These words 
penned by the 

· apostle Paul seem 
to give us a ~ignifi
cant look at how he 
faced the prospect 
of dying. What oxy
gen is to the body, 
hope is to the soul. 
The Christian mes
sage is very plain 
... the sting of sin Wade 
and death has been 
removed. Eternal life has been granted 
to all those who believe on the Lord Je
sus Christ. 

A solemn charge (II Tim. 4:1-2) 
"I charge thee" (v. 1) Each of these 

letters to Timothy, his son in the 
ministry, are filled with instructions and 
directions. He probably felt that 
Timothy would lack the confidence to 
stand bold and tall against the cunning 
opposition which he would face. He 
knew even better than the younger man 
the trials and pitfalls which were ever 
present and facing him. Notice the ones 
whom he called Witnesses. God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ seem to be the 
keys to his standing fast. 

"The Quick and the Dead" (v. 1) This 
might be translated as "the living and 
the dead". Final judgment in the day to 
come will be upon everyone. No one 
will escape. 

"Be instant in . sea·son, out of season" 
(v. 2) There are five exhortations con
tained in this verse and applicable to all 
ministers as to Timothy. "Preach the. 
Word" Timothy will have to make a 
definit~ resolve towards positive action. 
Only the Word .is he to preach and as 
never before. "In season, out of 
season". The verb translated means "to 
star\d by be at hand". He will always be 
on duty'. "Reprove", to_ c<;>n~tru~tively . 
criticize was a type of d1sc1phne in the 
early church. He must not shirk this 
much needed type of correction. Peo
ple would see themselves as God sees 
them. 

"Rebuke" (v. 2) This is akin to the 
previous word and means to "en
courage" or distribute in measure as 
necessary. Assist in a type of correction 
would be implied in this verse. "Ex
hort"; to both of the previous things 
and then not encourage them toward a 
Hope that is everlasting. "With all long 
suffering"; The first qualification 
denotes the manner and the second the 
method which Timothy must adopt. The 
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Christian must be patient in trying cir that Mark was to be found working 
cumstances. Correction must be based somewhere along the route that 
upon teaching and doctrine. Timothy would be taking coming, 

toward Paul, "Tychicus"; He was the 
A record of faithful service one who had taken the letters to the 

(II Tim. 4:6-8) Colossians and Ephesians, and it is not 
"Ready to-be offered" (v. 6) Literally improbable that he took the present let

means "poured out as a libation" a_s a ter to Timothy. 
sacrifice unto God. 'Paul would be saying "Cloak Books and Parchments" (v.
I know the cost and am ready to be a 13) The ~loak had been left with "Car
part of that cost. His departure was very pus". We know nothing of him except
much at hand. "My time to go has that he had been allowed to keep Paul's 
come," What might seem the end to valuables. "Clock"; how little upon
Timothy appears to the apostle. as a earth the apostle Paul really had and yet
glorious new era when he ~ii! be one of the most needed of . these is a 
released from all his present restrictions. lone coat. A circular cape of. heavy 
· "Fought a good.fight" (v. 7) To see this materials, without sleeves, with only an 
we have to see the past tense implied opening for the head in the center. It 
... the struggle is over. "Finished the was a protection against the cold 
course"; It would be more correct to say dampness of the jail. "Books and 
that he didn't imply he had won. He Parchments"; The books would contain 
ran by the rules and within the boun writings on the cheaper papyrus paper,
daries that were placed upon him. He while the "parchments" have refer
completed his assignment. ,, . ence to writings considered o,f higher

"Crown of Righteousness (v. 8) It 1s value and greater importance on the 
set aside for me. No doubt he felt that costlier and more permanent skins of 
this "Crown of Life" would be one that vellum. He has not lost his desire for 
would be his because he had been study and mental pursuits even though
faithful to the end and it would be in the he is facing certain death. Keep on 
presence of God in the future. "Th~t studying the Word of God and never 
Day" evidently the return of Jesus 1s cease is the lesson most evident to us 
meant. from these words of Paul. Things of God 

remain precious to him. 
Final preparation (II Tim. 4:9-13) A serene trust (II Tim. 4:16-18)

The apostle no doubt wished for the "No man stood with me" (v. 16) Paul 
presence of someone and the need is tells Timothy "no one took my part, but 
indicated in the verse nine. Please come all forsook me." Paul was deeply disap
as quickly as work will allow. pointed but he very generously forgave

"Demas hath forsaked me" (v. 10) them and prayed that it might not be 
Timothy's presence is all the more laid to their accounts. 
significant in the request because of the "The Lord shall Deliver" (v. 18) The as
defection of Demas. It would seem the surance concerning the future is
leaving of Demas was related to him, brought about because of the past
personally, and not to the church at deliverance. Paul indicates he will be
large. He loved the "things of this delivered from the machination of every
world" and this is such a contrast as to form of evil through the gates of
Paul and what he has had to forsake in Heaven. God will save me unto his
order to see the gospel taken to the heavenly kingdom, thus completing the
world. salvation. Contemplation on these

"Luke" (v. 11) The physician had things leads him to break forth into a
stayed close to Paul during his prison doxology, "To Whom Be The Glory
time. No doubt he knew the deep need Forever and Ever, Amen." It is un
of Paul and the help physically which he mistakenly addressed to Christ and is
might be able to share. "Mark"; He another proof of Paul's conviction .con
wanted Mark to come with Timothy. cerning the deity of Christ. His solemn
Whatever their problem had previously 

· 
11 Amen" seals his personal ratification of 

been it wasn't any longer a barrier this glorious hope. Someone has sai~,
between the two men. It would, seem "The price is what you pay, the value 1s 

what you recei've." Paul had received so 
This lesson treatment is based on the life and Work much even though it had been paid for Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyrlg~t 
by The Sunday School Board 9f the Southern ~a~ISt through suffering, prison and injury at 
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission. the hands of rnen. He was a victor. 
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PEW CUSHIONS Attendance report
Comfort and beauty. At prices your 

Church can afford. · 
June 12, 1977For free estimate contact 

Sunday Church ChurchFLOWERS CUSHION SERVICE 
Church School Training addn,.P.O. Box 587, Keene, Tex. 76059Dan Dlperl deluxe Alexander, First 114 52 2Phone: A-C 817 645-9203 Ash Flat, first 55 1motorco1ch tours Batesville, First 182 73 1 

Little Rock departures: Groups - Reserve Now For 
New England fall foliage - Six daily depar The Great Passion Play
tures from Little Rock beginning Sept. 16 America's no. 1 dramalthru Sept. 21. 11 days, $505. Send for free 
brochure with full Itinerary. Every1hing in Tickets, lodging, recreation and 
cluded except noon lunches. No tipping, no meals only $12 a person at 
extrasl KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM 
Also Grand Ole Opry, July 8-10, 3 days, RESORT
$125; Grand Ole Opry / Smoky Moun
tain,, 6 days, Oct. 7-11, $255. Rt. 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632 

Phone (501) 253-8418Also wide variety of other motorcoach and 
air tours departing Dallas. Write or call for 
listings, or see your local helpful travel Clean used church buses 
agent. J & M Motors In Little Rock lf1 

Hwy. 65, South 
Conway, Ark. 

Peters Travel Service 
2113 Kav111u1h 668-0242 

329-6634 or 329-6176-.-11«1 ftr coa,ltlt travel uvlaory 

Career opportunity 
Would you be interested in being a part of a non-profit organization 

which affords its members the opportunity to retire in splendor if there is a 
need when you are 65 years old - a luxurious resort-like setting where you 
would have your own beautifully furnished living quarters, complete with 
color TV, and daily maid service - where you could enjoy golfing, boating 
and many wonderful activities that you and I did not have time to enjoy dur
ing our earlier years. Yes, this and many other fantastic benefits accrue to 
those of us who are members. 

The fact is that the overwhelming majority of the people would enjoy 
membership. Therefore, we are looking for: 

Ambitious persons 
male or -female 

for all areas .of Arkansas 
to interview people who have been sponsored for membership in our 
organization. We have people from all walks of life including pastors, 
teachers, housewives, etc. who work with us part time. 

Without disturbing your present employment to start $6 to $8 or more 
per hour. $120 to $150 per week. A type of public relations, interviewing 
people for permanent positions. 

Prefer married between 26 and 65, neat appearance, ambitious, good 
personality, enjoy talking and visiting people. Full-time positions also 
available. 

For ·personal Interview 
Call George Fortinberry 

(501) 666-0183 P.O. Box 2580 
Little Rock, Ark. 72203 

Bentonville, Mason Valley 
Berryville 

First 
Freeman Heights 

Booneville 
First 
South Side 

Bryant, First Southern 
Cabot 

First 
Mt.Carmel 

.Camden, Cullendale 
Charleston, First 
Conway 

Pickles Gap 
Second 

Crossett, Mt. Olive 
Danville, First 
El Dorado, West Side 
Ft. Smith 

First 
Grand Avenue 

Mission 
Haven Heights 
Trinity 

Fouke, First 
Gentry, First 
Gillham 
Grandview 
Green Forest, First 
Greenwood, First 
Hampton, First 
Hardy, First 
Hector, First 
Hope 

· .Calvary 
First 

Hot Springs 
Harvey's Chapel 
Park Place 

Hughes, First 
Jonesboro, Friendly Hope 
Lavaca, First 
Little Rock 

Cross Road· 
Crystal Hill 
Life Line 
Martindale 
Woodlawn 

Magnolia, Central 
Monticello, Second 
Mulberry, First 
Murfreesboro, First 
North Little Rock 

Calvary 
Levy 
Park Hill 

Paragould 
Calvary 
First 

Paris, ·First 
Pine Bluff 

Centennial 
Central 
East Side 
South Side 

Tucker 
Watson Chapel 

Rogers 
First 
Immanuel 

Russellville 
First 
Second 

Sheridan, First 
Sherwood, First 
Springdale 

Berry Street 
Caudle Avenue 
First 

Texarkana 
Arabella Heights 
Hickory Street 
Highland Hills 
Shiloh Memorial 

Vandervoort, First 
West Helena 

Second 
West Helena Church 

Wooster, First 

80 54 

153 53 
197 51 

255 
91 69 

160 76 

402 112 
234 111 2 
472 146 5 
171 69 

184 125 5 
377 132 3 
305 102 
209 41 
400 398 4 

1317 14S 5 
969 249 6 
16 

211 101 
148 40 
107 57 
170 31 

74 37 
74 60 

187 59 
321 121 
124 74 
105 so 

33 17 

143 61 1 
352 2 

118 93 6 
261 73 2 
160 . 
127 80 
289 100 

77 145 
·134 59 
429 111 6 
117 67 4 
110 51 
604 148 10 
245 106 3 
243 103 
137 39 

348 106 
416. 78 2 
809 6 

280 276 
411 85 
363 82 

129 
116 <5 
150 52 
509 

20 
387 85 

539 113 2 
410- 131 2 

552 
123 71 
169 44 2 
213 74 . 

77 
126 

1397 9 

94 
112 
157 
184 

66 

175 103 
271 59 
110 . 149 
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At retirement, Philip _Harris 

still planning for future 

NASHVILLE ,;_ Southern Baptists will -
never "turn out the lights on Sunday 
night" according to Philip B. Harris, 
secretary of the church training depart
ment of the Southe·rn Baptist Sunday 
School Board here. 

However, Harris does predict exten
sive changes for Church Training, He 
envisions a shift away from traditional 
one-night-a-week training to a much 

broader program that will provide op
portunities for training and discipleship 
on a small-group basis in homes, 
businesses and other community 
gathering places during the week. 

"The Church Training program in the 
future will give more evidence of flex
ibility," says Harris. "There must be a 
variety of simple and practical materials 
available along with new learning ap- -
proaches and administrative guides." 

Pastors and laymen alike, he believes, 
are now recognizing the values of Chris
tian maturity, which implies that "the 
greatest days are still ahead" for Church 
Training. · 

Thinking futuristically is characteristic 
of Harris, who will retire June 30 after 
heading the board's church training 

by David Wilkinson 

department for the past 17 years. Even as 
retirement approaches, he refuses to 
dwell too much on the past. 

"We live only as long as we are need
ed," says Harris philosophically, 
probably paraphrasing a favorite writer. 
"A sense of dignity resulting from a feel
ing of productivity is essential to life. No 
one grows old by living a certain 
number of years. People grow old when 
they desert their ideals." 

Harris and his wife Miriam are ob
viously applying that philosophy to their 
retirement plans. 

They plan to leave in September for 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, not for a long
needed vacation, but to fulfill a long
awaited dream of mission service. 

At age 17, following an address by 
L. R. Scarborough, then president of 
Southwestern Seminary, Mrs. Harris felt 
that God was calling her into mission 
work, perhaps in Brazil. 

"This has been in her heart all along," 
explains Harris, who also admits to a 
"lon'g-standing interest in involvement 
in missions education." 

The Harrises will make several stops in 
Middle America to catch a glimpse of 
Southern Baptist efforts there before 
beginning work in Rio Oct. 1. During 

· their one-year voluntary term, they will 
probably live in the home of a 
furloughing missionary. The Foreign 

· Mission Board will take care of the travel 
expense, housing and utilities and local 

, transportation, according to Harris. 

Harris, who taught in the department 
of religious education at Southwestern 
Seminary for 10 years before coming to 
the Board, will teach religious education 
at the South Brazil Baptist Theological 

· Seminary beginning with the January 
term. He also will serve as a consultant at 
the Rio Publishing House. Both assign
ments, he says, "will allow me to use the 
gifts that I have." 

Mrs. Harris will teach English, begin
ning piano, chalk drawing and sewing at 

· a training school for girls and at a com
munity center. 

The thought of going to Brazil came 
after Harris mentioned his and his wife's 
interest in missions to several people at 
the Foreign Mission Board, including 
Keith Parks, director of the mission sup
port division, and Eugene Grubbs, coor
dinator of hunger relief and disaster 
response. 

Harris also wrote Frank Means, a 

former colleague at Southwestern 
· Seminary, who is the Foreign Mission 
Board secretary for Eastern South 
America, and requested that the two 
have lunch sometime to discuss pos
sibilities of serving in South America. 

Means, who was flying to Rio that 
next day, didn't even take time to reply, 
but carried the letter with him to the Rio 
Publishing House. Several weeks later 
he called with the news that the 
publishing house would welcome the 
opportunity of working with Harris. 

The couple took a week to think 
through the offer before Harris called 
Means and informed him that "Mariam 
and I are ready to go." 

During a visit with Rogers M. Smith, 
administrative associate to the executive 
secretary at the Foreign Mission Board, 
Mrs. Harris received an added bonus 
when the Harrises were introduced to 
Christian artist Wim van Dijk, a descen
dent of the renowned Dutch painter. 
Van Dijk invited Mrs. Harris to visit the 
Catholic school near Rio where he 
teaches in order to observe his work first 
hand. · 

Harris will probably complete his 
teaching in mid-November, and the 
volunteer missionaries will return to the 
United States soon after. But more than 
likely, they won't stay long in Nashville; 
Harris has other work possibilities up his 
sleeve. 

He has -discussed possibilities with the 
Foreign Mission Board and the Baptist 
World Alliance of traveling to other 
countries in Middle America and 
Europe on similar assignments. And he 
has promised to teach a course or two at 
Southwestern. 

The driving force behind such un
usual "retirement" plans is Harris' com
mitment to "building New Testament 
churches." 

"I'm interested i·n stressing the 
biblically-based objectives of teaching 
and training disciples in whatever work 
I'm _in," he explains. "I enjoy working 
with pastors, deacons and other church 
leaders." 

Retirement for Harris, then, will simp
ly be a continuation of the work he en
joys. After all, he says, "None are as cild 
as those who have outlived their 
enthusiasm for life and work." 

By those definitions, Phil Harris is still 
a young man . 
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