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Program Month

'Eliciting, combining, and directing .
by Jimmie Sheffield
The Cooperative Program serves as a chan-

opportunities around the world. The em-

nel for church members to participate in mis- ·Sibh work in Arkansas, the United States, and

phasis also has the potential to lead

107•fo~i!eign countries. The success of this apPc.(\olch to support state conventions and
So'4thern Baptist 'NOrk iS very obvious. Since
the Cooperative Program began in 1925, th e
m~mber of churches in the Southern Baptist
Convention has increased from 26,000 to
_36,979 . Foreign missionaries have increased from about 500 to 3,597 at the end of
1985. Home missionaries have increased
from 918 to 3,635 in th e same period. The
annual Southern Bapti st Convention .
Cooperative Program budget has climbed
from $5 million to $136 million.
Yes, the Cooperative Program has proven
to be a wo nderful instrument for helping us
to do the work God intends for us to do. But,
October is Cooperative Program Month, we cannot count on the past to enable us
w hen Sou thern Baptist c hurches are to keep moving forward in the futu re.
let's focus our attention on Arkansas. Our·encouraged 'to focus on educating people
about the denomination's unified plan for ing the last four years (1982-85), Cooperative
supporting its worldwide program of missions Program gifts from Arkansas ch urches have
and education. An article (at right) by Jim- increased from $8.9 million to $10.9 million.
mie Sheffield, associ.lte executive director of That sounds good. But upon closer examination, you will find that represents only a .2
the A rkc!nsils Baptist State Convention,
percent increase of Cooperative Program
discusses the Cooperative Program.
gifts related to total undesignated receipts in
our churches for those years.
O ne basic problem in churches today is
that many members do not understand' w hat
the Cooperative Program is and hovv it
works. The pastor, staff members, and missian organization leaders must make a commitment to help members get a vision of the
Cooperative Program. This will require much
This week. Brian Harbour, pastor of Imman- time and effort.
We must find a way to help people idenuel Church, Little Rock, premieres his first of
tify with the Cooperative Program. It is a fact
four articles on reaching young adults.
that peopl e give to charitable causes.
Primarily they do this because they can identify with needs they see. We need to learn
As many as 18 million· people will starve to a lesson from this. We must help our
death this year, the equivalent of 24 every members see needs and opportunities.
One of the ways to accomplish this inminute, according to a hunger expert. Only
volves the use of Cooperative Program
daring plans and stronger financial support
Month in your church. This is a denominacan possibly avert a major famine, he asserts.
tiona! emphasis that promot es th e
Cooperative Program . A chu rch can use this
emphasis to inform and inspire the members
about the multitudes of mission needs and
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12 hunger holocaust

members to a greater understanding of and
involvement in mission support through the

Cooperative Program .
One of the best activities for this emphasis
is a study of Cooperation: The Baptist Way
to a I.Dst World by Cecil and Susan Ray. Every
Arkansas Baptist should want to read this exci ting book. It will turn you on about mission work and the Cooperative Program.
Other activities could include special program s in home missions, foreign missions,
and state mi ssions. Special speakers could
be invited to present these programs, or films
could be used to tell the story. Testimonies
related to the Cooperative Program would
add to the emphasis. Cooperative Program
Month Posters and bulletin inserts could be
used to highlight the emphasis.
The list of possible activities could go on
and on. The important thing is for every
church to use the month of October to promote the Cooperative Program . I knovv every
church has mo re to promote than ca n ever
be accomplished, but it does appear that
now is the time to make Cooperative Program promotion a priority.
Southern Baptists have always had a vision
for world missions. We must not let that vision die or be replaced wit h anything else.
H erei n lies the genius of th e Cooperative
Program . The greater ou r vision the more we
need to cooperate. Each church cannot fu nd
the many mission projects or the 7,000 plus
home anp foreign missionaries. But together
we can do it.. The Cooperative Program is
that God-giveri· method for Southern Baptists
to reach the world with the gospel of Christ.
The Southern Baptist Convention was
organized in .1845 for the purpose of
''eliciting, com'binin g, and directing the
energies of the denomination for the propagation of the gospel." As we focus on the
Cooperative Program during October, Jet's
pray that God will continue to use thi s appreach to enable "us to accomplish ou r
pu rpose.
Jimmie Sheffield is associate executive
director of the Arkansas Bapti st State
Convention.

Church insurance rates will not increase
DALLAS (BP)-Southern Baptist ministers
and church employees participating the convention Annuity Board 's church insurance
program will not face a rate increase in 1987.
But effective Jan. 1. 1987, hospital nursery
care of newborn irifants wi ll be a covered
expense for pa rticipants.
Annuity Board President Darold H .
Morgan said the "well baby ca re" benefi t
will save 3,000 families several hundred
dollars each in hospita l expenses.
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Despite medical costs which increased by
7.5 percent last year, Morgan said th e board
has had no increase in medical insuran ce
rates over the last two yea rs. He cited good
claims experience and sound management
as rea sons (or no rate increa se..
Sou thern Baptist ch urch ministers and
employees may call their annuity represen tative or ca ll th e toll -free number, (800)
262-0511, for information on en rolling in the
church insurance program.
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m y neighbor?

J. Everett Sneed

" Who is my neighbor?" Th e question is still being as~ed today. Is my neighbor th e individual who is like me? Is my neig hbor

a w hite, middle-c lass Baptist, or is my neighbor any individual with
whom I have contact? Th e answer to the question 'Who is my
neighbor?" will determine an individual's outlook on life.
Originally the question

or "Who is my neighbor?"

was asked

by a man w ho wished to"justify himself. In Jesus startling response,
he Sai d that bei ng a neighbor included a proper relationship wi th

th e hated, ha lf-breed Samaritans.
Samaria was originally the ca pitol of the 10 tribes of Israel.
It was about 42 miles north of Jerusalem and was built about 925
B. C. by Omra, the sixth king of Israel. The inhabitants were carri ed away into captivity by the Assyria ns in about 720 B. C. and
Babylonians were tran spla nted into the area. Th e Babylonians and
Jews left in Samaria intermarried to form a mi xed ra ce of people.
In the New Testament era, they we re called Samaritans.
As we read the story in luke 10:25-35 , we become aware of
the unique twist our l ord gave to the story. Undoubtedly, many
in the aud ience had friends w ho had been accosted like the man
traVel ing from Jeru salem to Jericho. But the startling facet is that
the pri est and levi'te failed to assist the Jewish man in trouble. The
Sama ritan , on the other hand, did everyt hin g in a proper manner. This in itself must have upset th ose in our l o rd's audience.
The biggest twist, however, comes at the end of the story. Our
lord is asking, " How do I treat others? " The entire appl ication
of the story is an outwa rd one, not inward. Ch ri stians are to bind
up the wounds of others and to give care to those who have need,
regardless of w ho they are.
The basic problem confronting the Jew was one of prejudice.
They were totally pfejudiced against th e Samari tans. Th ey believed ardently that not hing good could come from having a relationship with the Samaritans.
Where does prejudice com e from? A re we born with a leaning toward racial prejudice? Do we lea rn prejudice? There is a
se nse in which prejudice may be positive. One can be prejudiced towa rd that which is right, good; and of the highest val ues.
Prejudice, in a negative sense, means to p rej udge som ethin g
o r someo ne. Thi s.prej udging comes witho ut having the facts or
evidence in hand .
U nfortu nately, our cou nt ry has exhibited rac ial prejudice on
m any fronts. For exa mpl e, we b ro ught the blacks of Africa here
as slaves. The bloodbath of the Civil Wa r was req uired to stop
overt slavery, but it required the civi l rights legislation of the 1960s

to bring a semblance of eq ual treatment fo r blacks.
Our treatment of other minority grou ps also has been unfortunate. A lth ough America is known as a melting pot, first generation immigrants have received less than a friendly wefcom e.
We also have exploited the native A merica n Indians, The treatment th ey have rect:ived m ay explain, in large measure, the high
rate of alcoholism and unemployme nt w ithin their ranks. •
Actually, racial prejudice is only a part of a larger pattern of
prejudice w hi c h is possessed by va rious individuals. There are
those w ho are prejudiced toward individuals with educ.ition, there
are those w ho are prejudiced towa rd those w ithout education,
and there are those who are prejudiced towa rd•the opposite sex.
Norm all y we under~ta nd the wo rd "prejudiced" to be used in
a negative sense.
·
Normally a story like the one used by our lord w ould be built
around the idea of race relations. Here, however, it is built around
hum an relations. Our lord c hose to use the human relation ship
because he is the God of al l people. Jesus is saY.ing that all relation ships should be an outgrowth of biblical principles . A mo ng
these principles is th e fact that God is the c reator of all people.
He is the c reator of all races and does not place one race ove r
another.
Second, God created all individuals in his image. (Gen. 1:26-31
and John 1:1 -4) Although man has fallen and is in need of sa lvation, every individual sti ll reflects God in some sense of consc ience
an d recognizes to some exte nt his need for God.
Third, the example of Jesu s himself shows his interest in all
races of people. Not only does the sto ry of th e good Samaritan
show hi s interest in the hated and dow ntrodden but his dialogue
wi th th e woman at the well (John 4:1-30) shows .th e power of the
gospel and his ability to break down socia l barriers. As fa r as Christ
is concerned , there are no second class citizens.
Finally, the spread of the gospel as told in the New Testament
shows God's love for all people. The New Testament clearly
d eclares the impact of the gospel on a va riety of cu ltures. Th e
council at Jerusalem (see Acts 15) clearly declares th at the ground
is level at the foot of th e c ross. As Pau l sa id, " There is neit her jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond or free, there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ JesuS" (Gal. 3:28) .
'Who is my neighbor?" The answer of Ch rist in the New Testamen t is that it is any indi vidual w ho has spi ritu al or p hysica l need.
As we go about our daily activities we are to mini ster to others
in the name of Christ.

Llttt~ttw to tM editor expressing opinions are lnvtted. l ettera should be typed doublespace
and mu1t be 1lgned. Le"era m111t not contain mora than 350 words and muat not defame the
char.ctar of ~· They muat be ~ltd "lor publication."

PhotOI IUbmlttecl for publication wiM be returned only when aec:ompanled by I l tamped, Hit·
addreued ·~· Only black and wtllte pt1ot01 can be used .
by mall 50 centa each.

C09fn
Arkansas' third largest publication ,
meeting the information needs of Arkansas Baptists

VOLUME 85

NUMBER 38

J. Everett Sneed, Ph .D........ ... ......... .... .• .... Editor
Mort< Kelly ••••• . •... . .•••...... .. . . ..•.•.• Monoglng Editor
Erwin L. McOonlld, Lltt D. . . . . . .
. ... . Editor Emerttua
""--lepta.t ~M 8oerd ot Dlr.ctora: L&oe Strother, Mountain Home, pr_.

:"iJ~~~~~=~am.:~~R~:CZ~:
~=~~
jane Roy, uttt. Rock.

October 9, 19il6

DectM of members of Antanaae chutd'MI will be ~ed In briel lorm when lnlonnatlon II
received not later than 14 dayt after the date ol death.
~ng

accepted In wrftlng only. RIIH on raquelt.

Oplntone exprMM<I In algM<IIlticln are thou of the wrtt1r.

»amber ol Ito. 5oYtMm Baptllt p,_ AMociatlon.
Tltrl AlbnMI Beptl8t H~M (ISSN 00()4.1734) II publl:ahecl WMkty, altOipl Eutlf,
I~ Day, the fttlt '111'181< ol Octoblf, and CMttmaa, by the MIIWII Baptllt
~.Inc ..

uttt.Fic!Q, AR . SUbactlptlon ratel.,. $1!1.48peryear(lndMdual), $5.52

per )'MI' (EV'It)' RM.Ic»nc Farnlty Plan), $1!1.121* year (Gfoup Plan). F<nlgn addrMI .-..on
requeet. Second dMI ~ p&ld at Llnlrt Rock. AA. P08T111ASTEA: lend tddnallc:NngM
~ne, tt, 0 . Sox 552, ltttte Rode, AFI 72203.

to""'-..._.

Page 3

First of four articles

Reaching young adults

: The .Southern accent

At the annual associatio nal meeting, one

church reported: " We had no additions by
letter this year, and none by baptism. But we
had non e letter out
nor have v.te lost any

Prayer and a God who listens
Prayer for most religions of the world is

by death. Praise God,

into space hoping that something will stick

merely a self-serving action and not talking . in the near vici nity of God and that one day,
with a ·cod who listens. A person prays while on a st roll he will find it. Rather prayer

because it. makes him feel better, because
his religion has commanded him to do so
or beCause it builds character but not
because he i,s trying to say anything to God.

mantras can't qualify as prayer. If these things

1outlined to a Buddhist student one day

are communication, then so are random

in Korea how God Was not o nly interested
in his children but that he listened to their
prayers . .for the.stu.d.ent the idea of a list~ning God came·as a complete shock. For h1m
prayers were "like gems cast into the infinite
ocean where perchance some heavenly captain might find them," His view did not see
God as listenihg except by accident. For such
a student the idea that God not only listened but like a fath"er wanted to hear from his
. children came as a complete shock. " If God
were listening, think how wonderful that
would be;' he commented after we had talked for several minutes. For this student the
idea of a God who listens was both surprise
and wonder.
Prayer is distinguished from other forms

street noises, telephone stati c and atonal
music played at the wrong speed. Prayer is
none of these things. It is communication
with God.
For Christians too often the problem is, if
they pray at all, they seem to forget that God
is listening. We seem to see prayer as more
our talking to ourselves and not tc;> God. This
shouldn't be taken to imply that our prayers
have to be a certai n form or use certain
language but that just as in a conversation
we mu st remember we are talking and someone else is listening, in this case, it is ou r
h
1 F h
eave n y • at er.

of speech by the fact that it is directed toward
God. In Christianity you are not calling upon
some unknown force or flinging words out

is conversation with a heavenly Father who

listens intently. That is why repetition of
meaningless incantations, mystic phrases and

Paul Rhoades, who has completed four
tours with the SBC Foreign Mission Bocird
in Korea, is teaching at Southern Baptist

College this year.

missionary notes
Mattie lou Bible, missionary to Brazil, has

Springs while growing up. They were ap-

arrived in the States for furlough (address:

pointed in 1974. They may be addressed at

303 W. 6th St., Smackover, AR 71762). A
native of louisiana, she was appoiryted by

Mission Bautista, Casilla 328, Cuenca,
Ecuador.

the Foreign Mission Board in 195&.
Mrs. and Mrs. Carl R. Hall, mi ssiona ries
to Kenya, have completed furlough and

returned to the field (address: P. 0 . Box
2064, Kisumu , Kenya). He was born ,in
Heber Springs and lived near Monette and
Manila and in Paragould while grOINing up.
She is the former Gerry Wright of McCrqry.
They were appointed by the Foreign Mission

Board in 1970.
Mr. and Mrs. Albert R. Hodges, missionaries to Burkina Faso, have completed
furlough and returned to th e field (address:
Mission Baptiste, BP 580, Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso). He lived in Alpena while
growing up. The former Karen Atwood, she

was born in Paragould. They were appointed
by the Foreign Mission Board in 1978.
Mr. E. Payson Smith, father of Mrs. W.
Stewart Pickle, missionary to Edcuador, died
Aug. 30 in Duncanville, Texas. The former
Clara Smith, she lived in Bentonville while
growing up, and her husband lived in Siloam
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Mr• . and Mrs. Kenneth R. Sorrell, mis·
sionary associates to Nigeria, report a cha nge

of furlough addresss (429 Wilson , Liberty,
MO 64068) . He was born in Randolph
County. She is the former Hazel Westbrook

of Kansas. They were employed by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1981.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Douglas Van Oevender,
misSionaries to Kenya si nce 1980, have
resigned from mi ssio nary service. The
Foreign Mission Board approved their
resignation at its September meeting. He is
from Texas and she is the former Betty

Howell of Georgia . Th ey may be ad dressed
at 5804 S. Fresno Terrace, Fort Smith, AR

72903.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Walker, mi ssionaries to Brazil, have arrived in the States

for furlough (addresss: Box 236, Benton, AR
72015). He is a native of Texas, and she is
the former Beatrice Rodgers of Bauxite. They
were rea.ppointed by th e Foreign Mi ssion

Board in 1983 .

•

we' re holding our
own."
The truth is that
churches do not ju st

hold their own. Th ey
grow or they die.
Many factors determine whether a
church expe ri ences
development
or
Harbour
decline. One significant factor is the abi lity

of the church to a ppeal to young adults. A
church that is growing, a church that is
building for the future, is a church that
reaches you ng ad ults.
Discovering how to do that is no easy task .
How can the church reach young adults in
today's world? In this series of articles, I want
to make some suugestio ns.
The first step in reaching young ad ults today is commitment. A church does not wake
up one day and discover that it is now
reaching you ng adults. Success in this area
is not automatic. Rather, a church that
reaches young adults is one that deliberately decides that this wi ll be its target group.
The church must commit itself to this goal.
What does such a commitment mean for
a chu rch ? First, Jet me clarify what it does
not mean . To commit you rself as a church
to reach young adults does not imply that
you will neglect other age groups. Vital
needs of older adults still will be cared for.
The leadership of middle age ad ults still is
essential. All of the famil y of God is important. Never forget that.
A commitment to reac h you ng adults,
however, wi ll determine the focus of yo ur
church's ministry. It means you wi ll organize
you r Sunday School to focus on young

adults. The shape of yo ur budget will be
determined by the needs of young adults.
The best leaders of your church will be
enlisted to teach young ad ults. The programs
of your church will be geared to young
adults. It is a matter of focus.
Recently, a hitch hiker on Interstate 30 had
one thumb pointed one direction and
another thumb pointing the other direction!
He didn't care which way he went. He just
wanted a ride. If a ch urch just wants a ride,
then it doesn't matter w here your focus is.
But a chu rch that wan ts to grow toward the
future has to reach young adu lts. And that
begins with com mitm ent.
For your churc h to reach young adults, this
is the first step. Call a meeti ng of your leaders
and together make this commitm ent: you
want to reach young adults, and you will do
everything you ca n to accomplish that goal.
Brian Harbour, pastor, Immanuel

Church, Little Rock.
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Food and fellowship
Virginia Kirl< and Jane Purtle
... We appreciate you letting us tell the ·
story of state missions! You have given us
many opportunities to be in your churches.
You have been enthusiastic in w hat we
have been able to tell
you about the work
done through the Dixie Jackson State Mission offering . Those
who know, love what
we do and strongly
support what we do.
Within the next few
weeks our churches
w ill complete their
Moore
State Mission offering. We want to thank you
in advance for w hat you will do. Since 42
percent of the budget fo r mi ssion ministri es
comes from this offering, it is most important that we support the offe ring st rongly.
Should there be an overage, it wi ll go into
the revolving loa n fund to help repay the
bank .loan we made to secu re funds for small
churches.
While we are on missions givin g, let me
say another wo rd of thanks. Ac ross the
Southern Baptist Convention, particularly in
the southern states where farming and oi l are
a large part of the economy, the state co nventions are bein g badly hurt. Severe
measures are bei ng imposed on programs.
Some are li ving out of reserves. Th anks to
God's bl essings on you and your faithfulness
in giving, we have not had to ca ncel any of
our programs o r acti vi ti es. Through August ,
Cooperat ive Program givin g was 5.77 perce nt ahead of givi ng the previous year. We
are thankful and comm end our pastors,
deacons and finance committees for being
responsible in conti nuing to support the people and program s our ch urches have called
for and the Great Commission mandates.
In 1987 the State Convention wi ll keep it s
comm itment to increase SBC Cooperative
Program contributi ons. At 41 .41 percent, this
will amount to $5,110,770. To do this the institutions, agencies and exec utive board pro·
grams will be taki ng a slight redu ction in the
1987 budget. This is to let you know that next
year's budget has been built upon the hard
rea!ities of the present eco nomy. We mu st
not aiiO'vV hard times to press us into violati ng
the scriptures and ou r conscience about giv. ing. God's truth and principles apply in all
tim es. The su rest way for us to get in real
trOuble would be for individuals to stop
tithing and churches to cut missions.
Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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Compiling .a church cookbook
. As Baptists, we often share food at church and in our hom es. There are many good
cooks and recipes among us. An interesting way for a church to collect and preserve
some of its kitchen w isdom is to compile a church cookbook. Publishing a cookbook
is a good fund raising project for a youth group. The group will not only earn money
for a summer trip or mission project, they will also enjoy lea rning about cooking
w hile workin g wi th good cooks in t~e ch urch.
Compi ling a church cookbook is a big undertaking and wi ll take good leaders hip,
effective organization, and time. Th e key people are cin editor, assistant editor and
adult advisor. Th ey will make editorial decisions and assign committee duties. Committees w ill be needed for collecting recipes; checking, editing and formatting them;
arranging them for publication; typing or typesetting; proofreading; duplicating and
dist ribution. The publication ca n be quite inexpensive-mimeographed and stapledor more expensive-typeset and printed. If someone in the group has a computer,
formatting and typesetting ca n be inexpensive and professional looking. The most
important consideration is accuracy and readabi lity, so the compilers and proofreaders
should be well chosen.
The first step is collecting recipes from anyone in the church who wishes to c9ntribute. Ask co ntributors to give at least two or three of their favorite recipes: There
wi ll be duplications and some recipes that cannot be used, but all contributors should
have at least one recipe in the book. Include the name of each contributor along
w ith the recipe. The editin g wi ll be simplified by publishing a standard format a'nd
asking contributors to fill in ingredie nts, proced ure, number· of servings, etc.
After a good selection of recipes has been collected, the real work begins. Committees se lect and arrange recipes in ca tegories. Individuals who are knowledgeable
read and ed it rec ipes, check ing carefully for correct amounts and procedu res. Then
th e copy goes to typists or typesetter. After the copy is prepared, it is very important
to have it read aga in by proofreaders.
After the book is printed, the committee in charge of di st ribution w ill publicize
and sell the book. Friends in the community will probably want copies. Eve n two
or three years after publication people w ill ask for copies, so print an adequate number,
at the beginning.
We haven't mentioned illustrations, cover design, tabl e of contents, and index.
These are matters for the editorial committee to work out, depending on the simplicity
o r elabora teness of the book.
If the cookbook is accurate, easy to use, and co ntai ns good recipes, it will be
treasured for years in many ki tchens. It wi ll be an o ngoing contribution to the life
of the churc h.
Virginia kirk, professor emeritus at Arkansas College, is a member of Batesville
First Church. Jane Purtle teaches at Lon Morris CoOege in Jacksonville, Texas. They
have enjoyed cooking together for several years.

Ouachita's fall enrollment mixed
ARKADELPHIA-Fa ll semester enrollment
at Ouachita Baptist University is 1,403, a
decrease of less than one percent compared
w ith last yea r, according to Mike Kolb,
registrar. Although graduate, postgraduate,
and special student enrollment is up by 10.3
percent, undergraduate enrollment is down
by 3.6 percent.
Q ualitatively, the entering freshman class
con tinued Ouachita' s trend toward higher
ACT scores with an increase of more than
one ful l point for the second year in a row,
averagi ng 20.4. Seven of th e entering
freshmen are Arkansas Governor's Scholars,
keeping Ouachita as aile of the top colleges

and universiti es in th e state in the number
of students with thi s ac hievement.
Ouachita's students come from 70 of
Arkansas' 75 counties, 29 states, and 22
foreign countries.
OBU President Daniel R. Grant said, " I am
very impressed wit h the quality of our entering fresmmen students, not only their higher
ACT scores but thei r outstandi ng records in
leadership and service. We are also pleased
with an improved student retention rate.
Qua ntitatively, we are still feeling the effects
of difficult economic times and of the declining 17-yea r-old population, and we must
continue to tighten the budgetary belt:'
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Arkansas all over
people
in the preaching
ministry wheh he

preaches Oct. 12 at
Mount Zion Church
near 'Arkadelphia,
where he' preached
his first sermon in

Reed

Marmaduke Church ordained Glen
Freeman and Gene Bennett to the
deacon ministry Sept. 21.

To"! Price of Sea rcy has been called as
Jesse S. Reed of Lit·
tie Rock will observe
his 50th anniversary

October 1936 with
five people in atten·
dance. He was or·

dained to the preaching ministry June 27,

1937 by Dumas Fir;t Church. In his 27

years With the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention Executive Board, he spoke

more than 8,000 times as he conducted
· 300 revivals, 40 WIN Schools, 10 schools
of missions, and preached in evangelism
co nferences, enlargement campaigns and

camps and assemblies. Since his retire·
ment in 1981, he has led revivals and
served as an interim pastor.
Clay Vire has joined the staff of Sea rcy

minister of music and youth at Maple
Avenue Church in Geneva, Ala. He is a
student at Baptist Bible Institute in

Graceville, Fla.

Marvell First Church recently delivered

Francis S. Chesson observed his fifth year
of service as pastor of Camden Fi rst

Church in September.
Mike Beaty has completed the re·
quirements for the doctor of philosophy
degree. from Notre Dame University. The

native of little Rock, he is a graduate of
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.
Truett 'king has resigned as. minister of
eQucation at Hot Springs Second Church
to enter pastoral counseling .

Beaty is assistant professor of philosophy
at Ouachita Baptist University.
Bobby Tucker has resigned as interim
pastor of Wynne Church to serve as
pastor of Fisher Chu rch.

Jimmy Orick has joined the staff of
McCrory Church as minister of music
and youth . He is a student at Mid·
America Seminary.

Mark ChiHwood has joined the staff of
Fayetteville University Church as
child ren's pastor. H e and his wife, Sa lly,
joined the staff on Sept. 15.
'
Bob Nanney is serving "as pastor 'of South
Texa rkana Church .

Patch Ministry" began three months ago
when membeis of the ch urch planted a
three-acre plot. Future deliveries are to
be made.

Kelly Dunn has resigned as pastor of

Vandervoort First Church celebrated its
90th anniversary Oct. 5 w ith an all.<fay
service. Dolan Daniel was mod erator and
Pete Petty, director of special missions
ministries for the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention , was guest speaker. Other
guests included former m embers and
pastors.

Altus First Church.
Julian Rowton is serving as pastor of
Ozone Church. He has served other
Arkansas ch urches, including those at
Clarksville, lamar and Hartman .
Ray Brownholtz is serving as pastor of
the Sweet Home Mission. He has been
servi ng as associate pastor of Pleasant
GrO\Ie Church at Perryville, where he was
ordained to the preaching ministry

Harrison First Church has broadened its
mi ssions education program through the
organization of Royal Ambassador
Pioneers for seventh through ninth grade
age boys and Acteens for girls i n grades
seven through 12. Gene Gunalda and Joy
Neil are serving as leaders. Chu rch
workers appreciation night wa s observed

Sept. 21 and featured Les Reed as
speaker.

Sept. 14.

brie,ly

Shannon Road Church at Pine Bluff

observed homecoming Oct. 5 w ith " Old·

LiHie Rock Second Church has named
Norman Miller is serving as pastor .of
Bethany Church at Georgetdwn·.

Pastor Bob Harper reported the " Pea

degree will be conferred ih January 1987.

First Church as minister of music. A
Ouachita Baptist University and

100 pounds of shelled peas the Arkansas
Baptist Hom e for Children at Monticello.

Goldie Higdon senior adult pianist,
effective Oct. 1, following 11 years of ser·
vice as church pianist. She is now work·
ing with Tom Wideman , minister of
music', in developing a senior adult choir.
Peggy Pearson , music associate and office
manager for the Ch urch Music Depart·
ment of the Arkarisas Baptist State Con·
vention, has been named church pianist.

Pine Bluff Second Church will be in
revival Oct. 10·12. Paul Holt of West
Union, Ill., will serve as eva ngeli st for the
weekend reviva l, which w ill be launched
with a potluck meal on Friday at 6:30

p.m. A.W. Upchurch Jr. is serving the

Fashioned Day' ' which included dinner
on the grounds.
Conway SeCond Church senior adults
elected Dorine Anderson as their presi-

dent for the 1986·87 chu rch year. Other
officers are Mary Francis Galloway, vice·
president, and Jean Bryant, secretary.
Activities planned include a retreat at

Cold Springs Camp Nov. 6-7; a Nov. 12
salad lunch eon featuring Erwin l.
McDonald, editor emeritus of the Arkan·
sas Baptist Newsmagazine as speaker; a
Nov. 20 event featuring ve ntril oq uist
Clyde Spurgin from Piggott; and a Nov.
23 Senior Adult Recognition Day.

ch urch as interim pastor.
Ron Graham is serving as pastor of Pott·
sville Church. He has served as associate
pastor of Gravette Church, with the
Home Mission Board in pioneer work,
and as a staff member of Hughes First

Church. He attended Arkansas Tech
University and is a graduate of Mid·
America Seminary. He is married to the
former Joy Wisner. Both are natives of

Pine Bluff.

Oppelo Church celebrated its lOth
Bayou Meto Church at Jacksonville
honored Pastor Bill Brown and his family
Sept. 7 in recognition of their 16th an·
niversary of service. Program personalities
included Bill Brown, a student at

Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, and Frank Risch, chairman of
deacons. A reception in fellowship hall
concluded adivities.

an niversary Oct. 5 wi th homecoming.
Bob Noordman, a former pastor, spoke
at the morning worship, which was

followed by dinner on the grounds.
Activities concluded with an afternoon
musical program and fellowship time.
Doug Grubbs is pastor. The chu rch will

hold a Bible study Oct. 12-15, fea turing
W.O . Vaught of Little Rock as teache r.
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update
Morton Church nea~ McCrory celebrated

THANK
YOU
ARKANSAS BAPTISTS

its 50th anniversary with homecoming
and a groundbreaking service for a new
bui lding which will house four ·

classrooms; the pastor's study; two
bathrooms and an auditorium. Building
committee . members are Stanley Ball,

Gerald Merdith, Danny Gaines, and
Doyle C. lyre. Pastor George F. Fink led
the day's activites. Guests included Jam es
E. Hill Jr., director of miSsions for Ca lvary
Association; jewel Frymire, Beda McNelly

and Odena Jones, charter members; and
John E. long, leslie Denniston, Charles

Mays, and Bill Harris, former pastors.
Siloam Springs First Church observed its

118th birthday Sept. 28 .with a morning
heritage service, a potluck luncheon,

special music, a history of the church,
testimonies, and observance of the LOrd 's
Supper.
Rocky Mound Church at Fouke observed
62 years of service with homecoming
Sept. 28. A noon meal and tim e of
fellowship followed the morning worship
hour.
Batesville First Church ordained Roger
Lawson to the deacon minist ry Sept. 28.
Southwest Association with offices in
Texarkana sponsored a "Cup of Cool
Water" booth at the recent Fou r States
Fair. Members of churches in the association ministered to fairgoers at the booth.
Mandeville Church was in a reviva l Sept.
21-24 that resulted in 25 professions of
faith and five additions by lette r, according to Pastor Maynard H. Whipple.
J. Ha rold Bryant of Tul sa, Ok la., was
evangelist, and Ken Jansen directed
music. Frankie Lawrence provided special
music.
Mena First Church is holding a
discipleship seminar Oct. 5-9, featuring
Waylon Moore as leade r. Bi ll Bowen is
pastor.
Elmdale Church at Springda le ordained
Stan Bedford to the deacon ministry

Sept. 28 .
. Nimrod Church has compl eted a
building improvement program which
included sid ing and wi ndow installation.
Casa Church held a groundbreaking service Sept. 7 for an ed ucational building
which a lso will hou se a kitchen and

FROM THE BOTIDM OF OUR HEARfS
Your home missions personnel want to thank you for opening your hearts
and joining us as we seek w reacll our nation for Jesus Christ. Your gifts w
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for Home Missions sup{X)rt more than
3,6CO home missionaries serving across this land. Through your gifts we are
able to proclaim the Good News to a lost nation, establish and strengthen
new- churches and provide ministries for people who are hurting. Through
home missions, you are wuching hearts and lives for Jesus Christ.
The Home Mission Board thanks all
Baptist churches in your state, bur
especially these who gave the
highest per capita offerings in 1985,

The Home Mission Board thanks
these Baptist churches who gave the
highest dollar amounts in your state
in 1985,

First Baptist Church
El Dorndo, $23.17
First Baptist Church
Prescott, $17.79
Pines Baptist Church
Quitman, $12.14
Immanuel Southern Baptist Church
Salem, $11.21
Immanuel Baptist Church
El Dorndo, $10.72
First Baptist Church
Sparkman, $10.35
Bingen First Baptist Church
Nashville, $9.38
Trinity Baptist Church
Malvern, $9.23
First Baptist Church
Stuttgart, $9.12
Holland Baptist Church
Vilonia, $8.83

First Baptist Church
El Dorndo, $21,896
Immanuel Baptist Church
Little Rock, $17,250
Park Hill Baptist Church
North Little Rock, $14,141
First Baptist Church
Fort Smith, $13,500
Grand Avenue Baptist Church
Fort Smith , $12,207
First Baptist Church
Little Rock, $11,101
Immanuel Baptist Church
El Dorndo, $10,565
Baring Cross Baptist Churc)l
.North Little Rock, $9,912
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church
Little Rock, $9,008
Central Baptist Church
Jonesboro, $8,242

(Rgures obtained from your state conYention office and from Unikxm Omrch l...tttm.
Figures based on churches with resident membership c:i 25 or fll(X"(:.)
The Anni< Annsncng E.s...- Offering to. Hom. MJ,.;ons

Home Mission Boord, SOC
1350 Spring 5=<, NW
Atlanta, OA .30367-5601
An SBC agency supponed bv the Cooperadve Program and the Annie

A~

Eastn Offering

fellowship hall.
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Furloughing missionary challenges Arkansas pastors
by J. Everett Sneed
Missionary james D. Bryant, who originally . had a tutor that worked with them an addiserved in Camilla, Bangledesh, and is now

tiona! year. Bryant was able to begin

serving in Bangkok, Thailand , is spending

preaching before the completion of language

this furlough year in

study.

challenging Arkansas
pastors to consider

becoming foreign missionaries. Bryant, who

Although Camilla is only about 50 miles

from Dhaka it requires three hours to travel
to the major city. The roads are constructed
by beating up brick and pouring hot tar on

will be serving north
Arkansas, will be mak·

top of the bricks. The flat land shifts and

ing

- Th e area is ve ry humid and the

contact

with
preachers to see if

makes frequent repairs necessary.

temperature in the summer has a maximum
God is leading them
of 80 to 90 degrees. In the winter the
to respond to a mistemperature has a low ·range of SO to 60
sian call overseas.
degrees.
Bryant, who is from
Bryant
Camilla is a major market town which has
Harrison, will be joined in the effort by Stein- a population of approximately 126,000. It is
ton Parris, Jr. Parris will live in Little Rock and typical in that farmers bring their produce
will !'erve the southern half of the state.
into the city for marketing.
Transportation takes many forms. Produce
This year the Foreign Mission Board had
almost 300 requests for missionaryis moved on buses, bicycles and carts pullevangelists. Bryant observes that probably ed by oxen and water buffalo. Rickshaws are
only one out of five of these requ ests will be also a frequent method of transportation. In
filled. The Foreign Mission Board has th e Dhaka, for example, there are over 60,000
monetary resources to put personnel on the rickshaws which crowd cars and make driving difficult.
field but th~re simply are not enough
vo lunteers.
Bryant observes that in Bangledesh
The quaiifications for missionaries are as Southern Baptists are having good response
foll ows: (1) a se nse of divine ca ll which ex- to the gospel. He says that our method is to
tends out to the f ullness of the Great Com- 'NOrk with receptive groups. Bryant observes,
mission; (2) a master' s degree or its " The Moslem work is very slow so we don' t
equivalent (for preaching mi ssiona ri es this make the reaching of Moslem s ou r number
is a seminary degree); and (3) a minimum one priority. We, of course, are exceedingly
of two years experience.
desirous to tell Moslems about Christ."
Bryant will use #a variety of methods in
The Moslem religion is dominant in
contacting preachers. H e is available to · Bangledesh with approx im ately 85 percent
discuss mission work w ith them one on one, of the population holding to the Islam faith
he will be speaking at the state Church Train- in varying degrees.
A number of Moslems work for Southern
ing Convention, and is available to speak in
associational meetings. H e will also have a Baptists at the mission, assisting in drilling
booth at the state convention , the of wells, and the building of boat s. Many of
evangelism conference and other majbr state these Moslems are trusted friends and even
become excited when individua ls accept
meetings.
When the Bryant family left the United
Christ.
States they went to language school in
Bryant believes that th e reaso n Moslems
Dhaka. There they studied Bengali, a Sanbecome excited when an individu al trusts
skrit language. After attending language Ch rist is because they see the superiority of
school for one year, the Bryant family mov- Christianity and know that it makes a difed to Camilla, which is .about 50 miles east terence in the lives of individu als.
of Dhaka on the Indian border. The Bryants
Bryant says, " It is difficult for a Moslem to

Barrow named new chaplain at Cummins
Oscar Barrow Jr. assumed duties as chaplain for the Cummins Unit of the Arkansas Department of Correction in Grady
on Sept. 15.
Barrow has degrees from Baylor University, Waco, Texas;
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N. C.;
and Long Island University, Brooklyn, N. Y. He also attended
U.S. Army Chaplains' School in Fort Hamilton, N.Y., and
several clinical pastoral education schools.
Barrow has pastored several churches in South Ca rolina and
served as a chaplain in the U. 5. Army with tours of duty in
the Unites States, the Far East and Europe.
He and his wife, Nan, have three grown children.

become a Christian . If he is a man without
property he cou ld be physically cast out of
his community. If he is a property owner he
might be sh ut out of all the commu nity activities or his fa mil y might cut him off from
fellowship with them.
Other groups in Bangledesh are quite
receptive to the gospel. Bryant says, "There
are two groups that Southern Baptists are finding very receptive to the gospel. These are
the low caste Hindus (sometimes called untouchables) and the tribal groups. ·
Southern Baptists have developed an in teresting method of witnessing to the tribal
groups. The missionaries use a book that is
a compilation of the gospel. It is entitled
" The Man Who Gave His life:• A missionary
or a national pastor brings the book, written in Bengali, and offers to give the book
to the people. The missionary might say,
" We wi ll give your village this book to keep
if you will read it each evening:•
Bryant observes that there is a great respect
for the Bible and for books among the tribal
groups. Often non-Christians will look at the
Bible as a good luck charm, believing that
it will bring good fortune to them if they have
it and read it.
Often after they have read the book they
will come to the missionary and say they
have some questions. This, of course, is an
open invitation to present the gospel.
In February the Bryarits were transferred
to Bangkok as pastor of the Calvary Church.
It is primarily an English-speaking ch urch
wi th 17 nationalities in regular attendance.
Bryant observes that everything is done in
English although members have va rious
levels of proficiency in English.
Bryant's dream for the ch urch is that it will
reach out to the major language groups in
Bangkok. Bryant will return to Bangkok In
june of 1987 and he believes that the church
in the middle of Bangkok will become an
even greater force for the Lord .
The church at one time served American
military. But when the bulk of the military
was removed , the church slowly changed into a multi-national chu rch .
Currently the chu rch has from 150 to 200
in the worship service and runs from 80 to
100 in Su nday Sc hool. Generally the
members are from middle to upper middl e
class. But there are a few of the lower middle class. The church is open to any in·
dividual who wishes to come.
Bryant says, "Our results come mostly
from our members reaching out to friends
with whom they work. We want to enhance
this so that we can establish preaching f:K)ints
throughout the city."
Bryant ca n be reached at: 107 Cardinal
Drive; Harrison, AR 72601; (501) 741·2884.
). Everett Sneed is editor of the Arkansas

Barrow

Baptist Newsmagazine.
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Baptist Youth Day draws 6,110 to Magic Springs
The annual Baptist You th Day sponsored by the
Church Training Department of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention drew 6,110 youth from across

the state to the Magic Springs theme park near Hot
Springs Sawrday, Sept. 6. (Righi) Among the l2
youth groups scheduled to perform at various locations around the park was "Majority." youth choir
from First Church, Atkins. (Below right) Program personalities for Youth Day were (feft to right) Curt

Bradford, Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville,
Tenn.; Frank Pollard, First Church, Jackson, Miss.;
and Clyde Spurgin and " Archie, " Piggott. (Below)
Harbor, concert art ists from Nashvilfe, Tenn ., performed for the plenary ses1ion (bottom).
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Executive Committee proposes $140 million CP goal for 1987-88.
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BPJ-The Southern
Baptist Convention's ExeCutiVe Committee,

meeting in Nashville, Tenn ., during
September, approved a proposed 1967-88
SBC Cooperative Program budget goal of
$140 million, adopted a convention bylaw
revision concerning trustee nominations,

and elected a "fact-finding" committee to
study the .SBC's relationship with the Baptist join Committee on Public Affairs.

The proposed 1967-88 Cooperative Program goal will be voted upon by messengers
to the SBC annual m~eting next summer in
St. louis.
The $140 million goal is 2.94 percent larger
than the $136 million goal for the 1966-67
fiscal year which begins Oct. 1. The overall
goal is broken down into three parts:
(1) A basic operating budget of $132
million, which wil l provide operating funds
for 20 entities that receive Cooperative Pro-

gram funds. This figure represents a 4.25 percent increase over the 1986--87 basic
operating budget of $126,630,000.
(2) A capital needs budget of $6,450,000,
which already has been approved as part of

the convention's 1985-90 capital needs
budget.
(3) Phase II of the basic operating budget,
$1,550,000, which will be allocated to the
20 recipient entities if the other t'NO portions

of the budget are completed.
Books closed on the 1965-86 Cooperative
Program budget Sept.' 30. That budget's goal
was $130 million.

Committee revises bylaw
The Executive Committee also voted to

recommend a revision of the convention
bylaw concerning nomination of trustees to

the national agencies, but declined to
recommend other changes which would
have instructed the committee to seek information on the potenticil candidates' stance
on biblical inerrancy.
During its September meeting, the Executive Committee took four actions on the
Committee on Boards, Commissions and
Star}dirlg Committees. All of the recommen-

datiOns must be reported to messe ngers at
the annual meeting, and revisions must be
adopted during the 1967 SBC.
The first action was a recommendation to

change the name of the Committee on
Boards to the Nominating Committee.

The second was to pass a revision of Bylaw
16, which regulates the . work of the
54-member body which nominates persons
to serve on the boards of trust of the 20 national agencies of the SBC, including the six
seminaries. The revision does not change the
way in which the committee functions, but
primarily deals with the name change, which
more accurately reflects the purpose of the
committee.
In the thi rd action, the committee declined to act on a recommendation from the
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1985-86 Committee on Boards, which
recommended that the Executive Committee " advise the next Committee on Boards
to secure information regarding the position
on the matter Of inerrancy of the Scripture
on all persons being nominated to serve on
the various boards and comm ittees of the
Convention."
The fourth action concerning the Committee on Boards was a refusal to add a second
meeting for the group, as had been re-

quested by the 1965-86 committee, which
was chaired by Lee Roberts, a Marietta, Ga .,
businessman. The Executive Committee, instead, suggested that' " because of the cost
of the request for an additional meeting" the
committee be requested "to extend its o ne
meeting, if necessary, instead of having a second meeting:'
The Executive Committee also referred to
a special study committee on messenger participation a motion which would have required that messengers to the annual
meeting be at least 13 yea rs of age.
The committee also declined to reco mmend several changes in the constitution
which would have limited the powers and

of the 5BC in Atlanta, w hi ch called for im medi ately severing the SBC's 50-yea r relationship wi th the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs, a group of nine Baptist bodies
in th e United States and Canada which has
as its primary task rep resenting the Baptist
position on First Amendment issues.
In the action approved during the Executive Committee meeti ng, the sevenmember committee was instructed to make
an interim report to the February 1987
meeting of the committee and a final report

at a pre-SBC meeting, June 15, 1967. The
action will be reported at the annual
meeting, June 16-18 in St. loui s.
The com mittee is chaired by Gary Young,
pastor of First Southern Church, Phoenix ,
Ariz . Vice chairman is James Yates, pastor of
Fi~t Church, Yazoo Oty, Miss., and secretary
is Carolyn Miller, a homemaker from Huntsville, Ala. Other members are Frank Ingraham, an attorney from Nashville, Tenn .;
Frank lady, an attorney from jonesboro,
Ark .; Paul Pressler, a judge from Houston,
and Darrell Robinson, pastor of Dauphine

Way Church, Mobile, Ala.

rights of the SBC preside nt. All of th e suggested changes were included in motions
presented at the 1985 annual meeting of the
SBC, and were referred to the Exec utive
Committee for study.
In response to a motion referred to it for ·
study, the Executive Committee declined to
recommend that a special world hunger offering be established as part of the regu lar
o rder of business .at the annual meetings.
Another motion, which i nstructed the
convention t.o provide adequate child care,
the committee noted " that due to the limitation of space in some of the convention
centers in which the annual meeting is held,
it is not always possible to provide adequate
space for all child care requirements:·
In another matter, Harold C. Benn ett,
president of the Executive Committee, briefed the committee on his efforts to find a
replacement for Wilmer C. Fields, vice president for public relations and director of Baptist Press.
Bennett noted he has started a file of the
names of persons who have been suggested
to succeed Fields, who will retire March 3,
1987. He said he is working with the six officers of the Exec utive Committee in the
selection process and encouraged committee members to send their suggestions to
him.

BJCPA study committee named
A seven-m ember "special fact-finding
committee" to study the relationship of the
Sout hern Baptist Convention to the nation's
oldest religiou s liberty watchdog group also
was elected during the meeting.
The committee was named to study a motion made during the 1986 an nual meeting
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Young noted the study com mittee will
need to look at the "scope of the work" of
the Baptist joint Committee and commented
there "appears to be a lot of misunderstanding" about the progra m assignment of the
Washington-based group. It was noted much
of the criticism of the BJCPA during the an- .
nual meeting centered on abortion, an issue
with which the committee does not deal.
Young also asked that any comments or
information from Southern Baptists concerning the work of the study com mittee be
directed ei t her to him at 3100 W.
Ca melback, Phoenix, AZ 85017 or to Yates
at P.O. Box 12, Yazoo City, MS 39 194.
The issue of a Southern Baptist prese nce
in Washi ngton also came up when Foy
Valenti ne, executive director-treasurer of the
SBC Ch ristian life Com mission, requested an
additional $200,000 in fundi ng " to make
possi ble a permanent Southern Baptist Ch ristian life Com mission office and staff
presence in Washington ."

Scripture 'the issue' Rogers says
Scripture remains " the issue" facing
Southern Baptists, Ad rian Rogers told
denominational nev-~spaper editors during a
di n ne r/nev-~s conference in Nashville, Tenn .
Rogers, president of the 14.5-millionme';lber Southern Baptist Convention and

pastor of Bellevue Church in Memphis,
Tenn ., met with editors of the convention's
state papers during the September meeting
of the SBC Exec utive Committee.
Scripture " is without error historica lly,
philosophically, theologicall y and scienti fica lly," he affirmed, promising to use his
appointment powers to install only Bapti sts
who see the Bible as ·he sees it.
Asked about issues facing the convention,
Rogers said: " Th e issue with me is almost
one issue: What is Scripture? There are a lot
of side issues, but frankly I believe that if we
ca n settle that one issue, that's the log cauSing the logjam:'
Rogers stressed: " Because I believe so
much in the priesthood of the believer and
our accountability to God alone, I would
never, I hope ti ll I die, compromise conviction on the alta r of cooperation . This is not
to say I do not believe in cooperation , but
there are certain things in my life that are
non -negotiable. .
One day I have to
report in to our l ord, and so I'm not going
to co mpromi se convictions that I hold
deeper than life. And one of those convictions is with the Word of God, and the other
is the God of that Word. It's hard for me to
separate the two.''
When an editor noted the Peace Committee had determined the controve rsy is

political as \-Ye ll as theologica l, Rogers said:
" I can tell you, frorh my perspective it is not
political. I think from most responsible conservatives I know it is not political. The Peace
Com mittee ... sa id the issue is theo logica l,
and the political is a spin-off."
Rogers vO\ved to leave politics out of his
appointments this year. " I do not intend to
make appointments th at are overtly
politica l," he said. ''I'm going to try to make
appointments from diose th at I consider to
be the best Southern Baptists."
" Th e Baptist Fai th and Message" statement, especially its section on the Scriptu res,
will be centra l for Rogers' appointments. " If
he doesn't beli eve th at, I wou ldn' t appoint
him;' the president said. " I would make ap.pointments from people who hold that kind
of t heological perspective, and so obviously, that wou ld exclude so me people, but.it
wou ld not exclude people on a political
basis. It would exclude them on a theological
basis, and theology is only one issue. I want
to appoint people who would be the best
Baptists, not only theologically, but coo peratively and intellectually and spi rituall y."
Rogers also sa id he would not appoint persons to th e Committee on Committees who
wou ld appoint to th e Committee on Boards
people who believe di ffe rently. " 1don' t see
that as political. I see that as consisten t."

Southern Baptist College Annual Bible Conference
Oct. 27-29, 1986
Dr. Earl Humble
January Bible Study daily
Evangelistic music
each session
Schedule
Monday
1:30 p.m .
6:30p.m.
Tuesday
8:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m .
6:30p.m .
Wednesday
9:00a.m.

Jimmy Draper

Jimmy Millikin

David Miller

Roy Flah

Glendon Grober

W.B. Oakley

No charge for registration
Free housing is provided In dormitories {bring your linens). No provisions for couples .

For more Information contact Billy Walker, (501)886-61 85
October 9, 1986 ·
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Plans developed to combat world 'hunger holocaust'

.

RICHMOND, Va. (BP}-Only daring plans
and stronger financial support will allow
Southern Baptists .to help counteract a

point of basic need.
For example, while Africa grows in population faster than any place in the world,

want to give enough of their income to help
these masses. The urgency of such a lifestyle
change will be emphasized in many chur-

" hunger .holocaust" that could sweep

secular aid programs there seek to build up

ches Oct. 12 as the denomination observes

through every developing nation, insists John
R. Cheyne, director the SBC Foreign Mission
Board's world hunger program.
"All the worldwide projections regarding
population, economics, food production
and drought would indicate no other
possibility than a major famine, a hunger
holocaust;' Cheyne predicts.
This year between 13 million and 16
million people will starve to death, experts
say. That's 35,000 people a day, or 24 pea·
pie a minute. The number of people who
die from hunger every two days equals the
number who were killed instantly by the
atom bomb in Hiroshima. And 50 percent
ol them live in just five countries-India,
Bangladesh, Nigeria, Pakistan and Indonesia.
The hunger crisis in many countries stems
from a mind set that assumes people ca n be
taught to live better without being freed from
their natural tendency to sin, Cheyne says,
adding worldwide " modernization" falls
short of being an answer to world hunger
because it does not reach individuals at this

national economies. ln contrast, Southern
Baptist relief efforts seek to help individuals
understand their relationship to God and
their environment. Because their priorities
change, these transformed people have a different mind set which motivates them to accept nevv ideas for helping themselves.
Millions of people moving into cities are
creating mass ghettos worldwide, making it
hard to reach them ~rYit h the gospel using
traditional methods. Many cities throughout
the developing world are swelling at a rate
of 15 percent per Year, while their economic
growth is about 3 percent.
Migrants to the cities find no jobs and own
fevv assets to sell for income. Their ca loric
intake is low, and their motivation wanes. If
something is not done to help them become
self-sufficient, they wi ll become a collective
welfare state for the world to nurture,
Cheyne says. At present, no one has
developed a system to reach them with help.
Cheyne advocates a nevv set of personal
lifestyle priorities for Southern Baptists who

World Hunger Day.
Southern Baptists gave a record amount
for world hunger last year because of the
acute needs in Ethiopia and other faminestricken African countries. Many joined in
the convention-wide " Pray for Rain" effort,
and rains have brought temporary relief to
Ethiopia and other countries.
Cheyne emphasizes it will take regular giving to world hunger relief to provide the
funds necessary to make a lasting impact.
Through the first eight months of this year,
world hunger gihs are lagging about 42 percent behind those for the same period in
1985. last year Southern Baptists had given
just more than $7.5 million through August.
Through August of this year tHey have given
about $4.4 million, about th e pace for the
same period in 1984.

First Church, Helena

BAPTISTRIES

13Sth Anniversary
Homecoming
October 19, 1986 10 a.m.

FACTORY DIRECT

---WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTUREROf FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS

HEATERS. PUMPS

lOLL FREE 1-800-261-0679
TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO

3511 HIXSONPIKE•CHATTANOOGA. TN37415

STRESS!
Wl)nda Stephens, M.D.
Christian Psychiatrist
501-225-9750

!! A ttentlon
• Overstocked •
Need room for new inventory
Prices greatly reduced
on all new & used
minibuses
Trade-ins accepted

Arkansas Bus Exchange, Inc.
Champion Factory RtJpresentstlves

P.O. Box 9006, Pine Bluff, AR 71811
(501) 538-7795
outalde Arkansas 1·80D-851-5054
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Puzzled About
How YOU Can
Help Make
Christ Known?

• Missionaries Ron Hunt. Clayton Bond.
Wilson Donehoo and Wade Akins making
Christ known on their mission fields.
• " Missionary kid" ll<cky Abies sharing
how she makes Christ known on her
campus.
• Retired missionary William Davidson
doing his part to undergird missions work
through dally prayer ror missionaries
• SOuthern Baptist missions leaders making themsel\les available to answer your
questions about missions

Tune In from nool)-1:30 p.m. (CT) on ,
the ACTS or BTN NetwoH<s. (Spacenet '
I. Channel 21. signal not scrambled)
I
ror more details. write
Communications Group. WMU. SBC.
P.O. Box C-10, Birmingham. AL.
35263-0010.
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Texas governor tacitly approves gambling bill
DALLAS (BP)-Texas Governor Mark White
has allowed to pass into law without his
signature a bill that l ~galizes pa ri -mutu el
ga mbling in Texas, pendin g a

stateY~id e

refe rendum in November 1987.

The bill, which opens the door to betting
on horse races th roughout Texas and o n
greyhound races in three Gulf Coast coun -

ties, was passed by the Texas House and
Senate in their first special session of the

summer. White had until mid night, Sept. 24,
ei ther to veto the bill, sign it or allow it to
pass into law wit hout his signature.
White's approval of the pari-mutu e l bill
means the issue now is sc heduled to appear
on a statE"Nide ballot in November 1987. If

gambling wins on the general ballot, parimutuel betting then mt..!Sl gain voter approval
o n a local-option basis to be legal in individual counties.
H owever, gambling opponents have
po inted out the law could come into effect
without the referendum if co urts rule the

referendum ill egal. Some legal authorities
maintai n the referendum is an un constitutional intrusion o n the legislature's authority to make laws in Texas.
A specia l statement issued by the Texas
Ch ristian l ife Commission exp ressed disappointm-ent in the governor's tacit approval
of the bill. The commission is the moral conce rn s and soc ial actio n age ncy of the Baptist General Convention of Texas that speaks
to, but not for, So uthern Baptists in Texas.
" Th e Chri stian life Commission is deeply
di sappoi nted .
;· said Phil Strickland,
directo r of the co mm ission, w ho issued a
statement. "Although the govern or ha s
stated many times that gambling is not in th e
call of the specia l session, today he has
regretfully made it clea r that gambling is in deed part of the special sessio n agenda."
According to White's o riginal statement,
the special session of the legislature was called primarily to consid er a temporary sales
tax increase to help bridge th e state's an-

ticipated $3.5 bill io n deficit·.
The Christia n li fe Commission statement
noted, " It is distu rbing that Gov. White has
let a bi ll become law that is as odious as this
one. With no guarantee of a statewide
referendum , wi th inadequa te protections
against organized crime and with no revenue
to help the state's budget crisis, this parimu tuel bi ll is a sham through and through ."
White had maintained he would not approve any pari-mutue l gamblin g bill unless
it included a statewide refe rendum, loca loption elections and st ron g safeguards
agai nst orga nized crime.
"By his action;• the statement added, " the
governor has allowed gambling to hijack the
specia l sessions of 1986.
" It is unfortunate that Gov. W hite has
allowed this bill to become law. His actio n
will ce rtainly rest w ith regret o n th e hearts
and mind s of tho usa nds of Texa ns who oppose the state being in the gambling
business."
·

CHURCH TRAINING CONVENTION
Immanuel Baptist Church, Little Rock
October 28, 1986
Featured speakers

For all:
•
•
•
•

Sessions:
• 10 a.m. : 12 noon
• 1:50- 4:10 p.m.
• 7- 9:10 p.m .

Phillip Harris

James Bryant

-t:r
Attention!
BYPU Alumni
All "BYPU Alumni"
are invited to
attend a special
reception at 10:45
a.m: for fellowship,
testimonies, and
reminiscing .

Pastors and staff
Church Training leaders
Media Library staff
Church secretaries

Special features

-t:r

• Special conferences for pastors, staff, and other
general officers from smaller and larger churches
• Age-group conferences for Church Training leaders
• Church Training Fair
(open one hour before each session)
• Special conferences for:
- chu rch secretaries
- Media Library staff
Sponsored by the Church Training Departments of the
Baptlat Sunday School Board and Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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CLC trustees reject move to narrow abortion stance
by David Wilkinson
NASHVI LLE, Ten n. (BP)-By the margin of
a single vote, trustees of the Southe!n Baptist Convention's Christia n life Commission
Sept. 17 rejected an attempt to tie the agency's literature on abortion to specific SBC

resolution s.
Commission members meeting in annual
session turned aside a recommend ation
wh ich would have instructed the staff of the
national et hics agency to produce mate rials
allowing for the possibility of abo rtion only
w hen th e physical life of the mother is

endangered.
After lengthy discussion, trustees voted
14-13, with two abstentions, to encourage the
agency's staff to continue to produce
materials "vigorously oppposing abortion on
'demand." The vote was in support of an

ame ndm ent which deleted language requiring the agency to produce materials more
in lin e wi th resolutions o n abortion passed

by messengers to the 19BO, 19B2 a nd 1984
Southern Bapti st Conventions.
The reference to the SBC resolutions had
been added earl ier to a staff recomm endation o utlinin g pla ns to produce special
materials about w hat Southern Bapti sts are
doi ng throughout the country to provi de
alternatives to abortion. The commi ssio n's
program committee had voted 6-4 to add the
wording after an appea l by Atlanta pastor

james Wood th at a pamphlet drafted by CLC
Exec uti ve Director Foy Valentine does not
adequately reflect the sentim ents in the three
convention resolutions.
While the ameiaded version approved by
the full commi ssion omitted reference to the
specific resol utions, it added materials
should take " into serious accou nt resolutions and actions made in recent Southern
Baptist Conventions:•
The vote on the abortion recomm endation
was one of three narrow votes reflecting the

division between so-called " moderateconse rva t ives"
and
" fundamentalconservatives" within the
in the last
eight yea rs.
Commission members voted 16-13 in favor
of a recommendation from its exec utive
committee that the agency's Distinguished
Service Award for 1987 be presented to
Ca rolyn Weatherford, executive director of
the Sou thern Bapti st Woman's Missionary
Union in Bi rmingham , Ala.
It was the first time in the history of the
awa rd th at a nomin ee has been chose n by
a split vote. Th e awafd, begun in 1965,
honors persons w ho have provided exceptional leadership in Chri stian ethics. The vote
followed di scu ssio n in w hich two new
trustees indi cated they did not know who
Weatherford was and other members ques·
tion ed the crite ria for her select ion .
In the meetin g's fina l actio n, Louisiana
Baptist state paper Editor l yn n P. Clayton was
elected chairman, defeating Coy Privette of
Kan napolis, N.C. , in a sec ret ba llot vote, 15

sse

to 13 .
Privette, although nominated as vice chai rman by the commi ssion's nominating com mittee, was nominated as chairman from the
floor by Fred Lackey, a pastor from At hens,
Ala. Followi ng the vote for chai rman, Privette
was elected vice chai rmar:1 and Roy Rhod es
of Tallahassee, Fla., was re-elected sec retary,
bot h wi thout opposition .
In other actions, commission members:

-Adopted a record $1,006,000 budget for
1986·87.
-Approved pla ns to broaden the agency's
work in the areas of sanctity of human life
and world hunger through new resource
materials and SP,ec ial co nferences.
-Heard a report from the commission's
search committee indicating that while
"several excellent prospects" had been iden-

WMU exec will accept Christian Life award
NASHVILLE ,

Te nn .

tified and some had been interviewed for the
position of executive director, the committee was " not ready to make a recommendation at this time."
-Approved a recommendation commit·
ting the agency " to a course of action
leading to the establishment of a substantia lly enlarged presence i n Washington ."
-Approved pla ns for a CLC-sponsored
task force of Baptist leaders to formulate
strategi es for education and actio n on AIDS
and plans for development of resources dealing w ith ethi ca l and pastoral issues
associated· w ith the dread disease.
-Hea rd a report about all: time high
distribution of ethics resources to Southern
Baptist churches, up more than 50 perce nt
·
over last yea r.
In the ea rl ier split vote on th e Distinguished Service Awa rd, Chairman Wade admit-

ted he was ca ught off gu ard . After Wade
presented the nomination, Curtis Caine, a
layman from Jackson, Miss., said he did not
" know w ho in the world" Weatherford was.
Layman Gary Crum of Washington, D.C., requested resumes on future nominees be sent
in advance to commission m embers. " I' m
sure it's my fault;' he said , ''but I don't know

her (Weat herford!:'
Wade apologized for not sending informa tion in adva nce, sayi ng, " I' ll confess, the
th ought so meo ne wou ld not know Carolyn
Weatherford just never entered my mind."

Alma Ruth Morga n of Bartlesville, Okla.,
sa id that while she was "certainly for the
WMU," she question ed the timing of the
award since Weatherford " ha s spoken out
at the
Forum and other places" and has
supported the id ea Of women in ministry.

sse

David Wilkinson is director of information
services for the Christian life Commission.
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director of Woman' s Missionary Union ."
Weatherford, executive director of the
After learning of the comments, Weather·
Southern Baptist Wom an's Missio nary ford noted she has been a guest spea ker
Union, says she plans to accept the 1987 several times in recent yea rs in the ch urch
Distinguished Service Award from th e w here one of the two trustees is a deacon.
denomination's Ch ri sti an life Commission
Weatherford said she " found it difficult to
despite some tru stee oppositi on.
understand how some of the board members
While emphasizing she was " not personal- could think WM U is a woma n's organization
ly wounded" by the close vote, Weatherford that goes around touting ordination of
said she was· " hurt fo r the sake of WMU."
women. Anyo ne w ho knows WMU knows
" I think our members have a right to be · that we are not a woman's organization that
offended that WMU did not get any more happens to support rni ssions. We are a misconsideration than it did from the boa rd
sions organization that happens to be com members who cast negative votes;' she said.
posed of women. Missions is our purpose,
Weatherford added that after more tharr our lifeblood, our heritage and our futu re:'
28 years in denominational service, in The awa rd , she added, is a " recognition
cluding the past 1~ as directo r of the that missions and ethics and evangelism and
1.2-million-member WMU, " I am puzzled as socia l action in Jesus' name are Inseparable
to how there could be trustees of one of our
parts of the whole gospel:'
Southern Baptist Convention agencies who.
Weatherford said :;he plans to accept the
have never heard the name of the executive award because " I thi nk WMU has ea rned it:•
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Lessons for living

October 12, 1986

Convention Uniform
Renewal of a covenant

Life and Work
Responsible to Cod

Bible Book
John prepares the way

by Erwin l. McDonald, Arkailsas Baptist
Newsmagazine editor emeritus

by Bradley A. Rogge, Brookwood First
Church, LiHie Rock

by W.W. Dishongh, Lancaster Road
Church, Little Rock

Basic passage: Joshua 24

Basic passage: Genesis 1:26 to 2:14

!la:•ic passage: John 1:19-51

Focal passage: Joshua 24:1,14-24

Focal passage: Genesis 1:2ft..31; 2:7

Focal passage: John 1:21-23; 32-37; 43-49

Central truth: God 's blessinss upon us con-

Central truth: Persons are responsible for
God's creation.

Central truth: Witnessing should result in
the gospel being spread,

The birth of a child is always specia l. I was

John writes to shOYr' that Jesus is the mind,
reason and word of God come in human
form. H e gives step by step the first week of
Jesus' public ministry.
The )e\'JS have come asking John the Bap·

stitute a constant reminder of our obligation of undivided loyalty to him.

Someone has said, "God buries his
workmen, but his work goes on." Moses,
with God's help, had led the lsraelities from
Egyptian bondage to the very door of the
Promised land, where he ~s succeeded by

Joshua . Now Joshua has completed his mission of conquering Canaan and divi ding the

present at the birth of both of my children .
It was an experience that I will never forget.

Maybe I got just a small idea of how God
must have felt as he reached into the dust
of the earth and created man. Then God
realized a need in man that could not be met
anywhere in the wo rld, so God created so·
meone for man to share his life with .
Just as I wi ll expect my ch ildren to act
responsibly, so does God expect his children
to act responsibly. let us look at two areas
in which God would expect his creation to
act responsibly.
The creation of· mankind involved sexual
difference. Both man and woman received
reponsibility CNer the creation of new life that
the sexual difference made possible. life is
a divine gift and once life has been created ,

land among the tribes of Israel and has called the people to Shechem for renewal of
their covenant with God, as the climax of
hi s own life's work (Joshua 1:1,3-6).
(1) God's past dealings reviewed Uoshua
24:1-13)
God ' s leadership in the life of the people
in leading them out of heathen worship to
a covenant relation with him as the one, true
God is reflected in hi s own words spoke n
through joshua : " I took" (v. 3), " I gave" (v.
4), " I sent" (v. 5), a nd " I brought" (v. 6).
Because of what God had done for Israel,
Israel was obligated to live for God .
(2) Appeal for undivided loyalty Uoshua
24:1,14-15)
joshua, the great and good leader that he
was, not o nly called the people to renew
their covenant with God, but took the lead
as the head of his own family in setting the
example. His words and actions here are
high·water marks of· consecration and
dedication: "... as for me and my house, we
wi ll serve the Lord" (v. 15b) .
(3) Israel's response, Joshua's reaction
Uoshua 24:16·24)
The response of the people in so quickly
declaring their loyalty st ru ck Joshua as a bit
glib. He remembered how easily in the past
they had gone back to idol wo rship. So he
warned that loyalty to God was much more
than word s easi ly spoken, that it first of all
required a clea nsing of their sins followed
by the living of holy lives. The people, in effect, said, " We know what you are talking
about, Joshua, and we pledge our loya lty to
th~ Lord:' Joshua reminded them that they
were putting their lives on the line: " Ye are
witnesses against yourselves that ye have
chosen you the lord, to serve him" (v. 22) ,
and fhey readily agreed, ' We are witnesses:'
Witnessing for Ch rist is the daily and co n·
tinuing mission of all of us as his disciples.

because the low prices prevented him from
making enough money to pay for the gas to
deliver them to market. We are not very
good stewa rd s of all that God has given us.
As God's child ren, we shou ld seek
forgiveness for the waste of resources that
God has given us. We need to find ways to
use what we have for all people. Every
chu rch can provide funds for world hunger.
As a part of the program to stop hunger,
ways to ed ucate people as to the need and
to teach the hungry hDYr' to feed themselves
is vital. Give a man a fish and he' ll have a
mea l; but teach him how to fish and he' ll
have many meals.
God is clear in his Scripture. We do not
have the right to exploit our natural
resources. We are each other's neighbors
and we all live in this community called
planet Earth . Therefore, let us love one
another and sha re what God has given to
us all .
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only God has the right to e nd that life.
A second area of responsibil ity is in the
area of hunger. It is a strange paradox of our
time 'when each day a new fa rm er has his
farm auctioned off because he ca nnot make
a living at food production; yet people are
starvi ng to death all over the world because
of lack of food . On a recent telev.&sion
newscast it was reported that a fartner

dumped 30 dumptruck loads of potatoes

tist who he is. They had thought that El ija h
'NOu ld return before judgment and jesus tells
us in Matthe-N 11 that if the Jews had receiv·

ed John that they would have know that he
fulfilled the Old Testament prediction of the
coming of Elijah before the day of the Lord.
John gave witness that he was not who they
thought and that he was pointing them to
one higher than himself, whose shoes he was
unworthy to untie. This humbl e witness
shou ld lead us to focus our witness on jesus
rather than on self.
John the Baptist identifies with Jesus say·

ing " Behold the Lamb of God who taketh
away the si n of the world :' Th e implication
is not just Israel's sin, but the sin of the world .
John kne-N that upon whom he saw the Spirit
descending that he was the one who wou ld
baptize with Spirit. John's witness was to his

own disciples (v. 36) and they hearing the
testimony followed jesus. With our salvation
experience we too can testify that Jesus is

'God's Son and this should challenge us to
witness as opportunities open. Andre-N,.who
heard the testimony, followed and sought out
his brother, Simon Peter. Andrew is
characteristically always introducing others
to Jesus. Here he introduces Simon, in John

6 he brings the boy with th e loaves and
fishes, and in John 12 he brings the inquir·
ing Greeks. By him we are challenged to in·
traduce Jesus to people everywhere.
After this experience Jesus goes to Galilee
and finds Philip who hales from Andrew's
and Petei"s hom e tDYr'n . With salvation
comes the joy of wanting to share and Philip
found Nathanael who questioned anything
good coming out of Nazareth. Philip simply said " Come and see:' We do not argue
people into Christianity.
Seeing such splendid preparation made I:Pt
John for the presentation of Jesu s to the
world should give us hope and strength to
witness. Through our testimony let us
prepare the way for jesus to enter the hearts

of the people of our day.
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Harmon resigns frQm Home Mission Board

Subscriber Services

ATlANTA (BP)-Richard W. Harmon, associate director of the interfaith witness depart·
ment of the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board , has resigned, saying his resigna tion
" is best for all persons conce rn ed."
" I've come to the concl usion that I can
no longer function we ll wi thin the climate
1 perceive envelopi ng the Home Mi ssion
Board ," wrote Harmon in his letter of
resignation .
Harmon, who specializes in helping
Southern Baptists better understand other
denominations and Christian groups, ha s
been on th e board staff since 198 1, having
previously been an editor and curriculum
development coo rdinator at the Bapti st Sunday School Board in Nashvi lle, Tenn.
He did not announce any immediate plans

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine offers
subscription plans at three different rates :
Every Resi de nt Family Plan glues

churches a prem ium rate when they send
the Newsmagazine to all their resident
households . R esid en t families are
calculated to be at least one-fourth of th e
church's Sunday School enrol/men!. Chur·

ches who send only to members who re·
q uest a subscription do not qualify for this
lower rate of $5 .52 per year for each

subscription .

A Group Plan (fo rmerly called the
Club Plan) Ollows church members to get
a better than indiuidual rate when 10 or
more of them send their subscriptions
together through their ch urch . Subscribers
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for the future but said he is exploring several
possible areas of ministry and will announce
these plans at an appropriate time. " I feel
I wi ll be better able to fulfill my ca lling from
God in other areas," he said.
Harmon said his r~ignation was "a per·
so nal decision I have reac hed on my own.
1 want to make it clear I was not asked to
resign . 1 believe this is best for all perso ns
concerned. For me it is a matter of personal
integrity." .
A nati ve of Texas, Harmon is a former
pa stor in Olney, Texas, and form er youth
director for chu rches in Dallas and Houston.
He is a graduate of Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene, Texas, and ea rned a doctoral
degree from Southwestern Baptist Thealogical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

PGG starts in 1,000 churches; potential sighted
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)- Abo ut 1,000 of
the Southern Bapti st Co nvention's 36,979
ch urc hes have particip ated in their
denomination's yea r-old Planned Growth in
Givi ng emp ha sis. The perce ntage may be
low, but planners say the ca mpaign is on
track for rea listic succesS.
Planned Growth in Giving is designed to
. raise combin ed con tribut ions give n to
Southern Bapti st churches from $3 billion to
$20 billion an nu ally by the yea r 2000. The
ca mpaign was approved by messengers to
the SBC annual meeting in 1983 and was
launched throughout th e convention last fa ll.
Conducted on the loca l church level, it
calls for increased contributions to churches.
It also seeks greater participation by chur·
ches in the Cooperative Program, the SBC
uni fied budget which supports missions,
minis try and ed uca tion endeavo rs
wo rldwide.
" Th e churches whic h have used it have
responded with a great dea l of excitement,"
sa id Cecil Ray, national Planned Growth in
Giving director. " They have given a very

favorable assessment of the program, as have
state, denominationa l and associational
leaders."
Participating churches have experienced
offering increases ranging from 12 to 45 per·
ce nt, reported Harold C. Bennett, president
and treasurer of the Southern Baptist Executive Committee.
However, the 1,000 churches that have
participated thu s fa r come from only about
10,000 or 12·,000 of the co nvention's ch urches that conduct any type of stevva rdship
emphasis, sai d A.R. Fagan, president of th e
Southern Baptist Stewardship Commission.
He noted th ese are th e churches most likely to participate in the program .
Nationwide, more than 800 people have
been trained to conduct seminars for leaders
of churches which wa nt to participate in the
program. More than 500 of the seminars
have been held during the first year.
Bennett sa id he hopes 50 percent of churches which conduct regular ste\Yardship
emphases- about S,(X)() to 6,0CXJ churcheswill have pa rticip~ted by the end of 1988.
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through the group plan pay $6.12 per yea r.
Individual subscriptions ma y be pur·
chased by anyone at the rare of $6.48 per

year. Th ese subscriptions are more costly
because they require indiuidual attention for

address changes and renewal notices.

Changes of address by lndiuidu als
may be made using the fo rm aboue, which
appears regularly In this space.
Whe n Inquiring about your subs~rip·
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5156. Be prepared to glue us your code
lfne Information.

Page 16

WMU urged to promote Cooperative Program
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)-Southern Bap·
tist Woman's Missionary Union members, as
lay members of Southern Bapti st Convention
churches, are "vital and key persons" to tell
others about the Cooperative Program, an
SBC age ncy leader sai d.
Speaking recently to WMU members,
James Powell, executive vice·presiden t fo r
Cooperative Program promotion for th e SBC
Stewardship Commi ssio n, urged WMU
members to help educa te Southern Baptists
about th e Coopera tive Program .
Powell sa id : " Do something every month
to promote the Cooperative Program. Show
something that is happening in the world as
a result of your givi ng through th e
Cooperative Program.''
WMU members cou ld begin promoting
the Cooperative Program by encouraging

their churches to give on a percentage basis
to th e program, rather than designated dollar
amounts each yea r, he said.
With tough economic times, it becomes
too easy for a church to strike a dollar figure
from th e ch urch budget as a cutback effort,
he said. It is more difficult to completely cut
ou t a percentage.
WMU members need to ga ther the facts
about the Cooperative Program before attempting to educate other church members
about th e program, he sai d. " Don' t tell peepie what you don't know. Too many of us
are already doin g that;' he sa id.
Also, become identified with the subject,
Powell told the women, adding, " If you don't
believe in and su pport the Cooperative Progam as a way of life for mi ssions and
Southern Baptists, it's going to show."
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