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Southern Baptist Convention
annual meeting

begin on page 12



| must say it

Charles H. Ashcraft / AExecutive Secretary

Demon possession at rush hour

Demon possession reaches its highest intensity at rush traffic hours in
big cities. Fine citizens of mild manner and pleasant mood are transposed
into demonic beings of short temper and ugly spirit as traffic pressures
mount. The degree of possession ranges from the already late employee
weaving in and out of his rightful lane to the hassled man whose cordless
razor runs out of power. In between these two high pitched extremes com-
es the good old boy who tips his coffee cup over on this white pants and
the pretty lady who is having trouble finishing her face.

While clearly posted speed limits occur at regular intervals, the mad
screaming mass moves on into a frenzy which renders even the dutiful, law
abiding, defensive driver only a notch from the level where people are
committed into institutions for such problems. The lovely lady who is put-
ting the final touches on (and | am all for that) finds the rear view mirrow
slightly out of adjustment when she looks back for clear lane. The man who
is having breakfast on board reaches to retrieve his cup and upon raising up
finds an entirely new situation confronting him. Ach onto this the person
who gets boxed in, already over the legal speed limit, who swears loudly
only to be heard by himself and you can understand why we eat billions of
aspirin each year and rack up an unenviable collision rate each day.

The level of demonic possession can be reduced indeed by a few level
heads and this will work for lower insurance rates, fewer fatalities, and a
better way in which to begin our busy day. Some people start to work ear-
lier. Some have special trays in which they place their breakfast. Some
comb their hair before they scream out in the morning traffic. Some have
razors which plug into the cigarette lighter. Some breathe deeply, drive
religiously, pray without ceasing and tune in on KEZQ, | recommend it.

The thing which surely must cross the mind of the preacher, deacon,
Sunday school teacher and dedicated lay-folk, is the matter of one’s daily
witness as a Christian. This is a sobering, stablizing thought and finds it
place in our hearts as the holy scripture reminds us, ““He that does not have
the spirit of Christ does not belong to Him” (Rom. 8:9). Christ either dwells
within us richly and meaningfully or other spirits may come in and possess
us. This is very real regardless of your theology on the subject. (Matt. 12:43-
45). If demons, once removed, are not replaced by better spirits, meaner
demons will come in uninvited, and the last chapter is sadder than the first.

The cover 16
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SBC messengers re-elected Jimmy
Allen as president and rejected
Anita Bryant for the number two
office.

SBC reports:
Pastors’ conference, page 12
WMU meeting, page 14
SBC budget, page 15
Church musicians, page 16
President Allen’s address, page 17
Religious education group,

page 20
Directors of missions, page 24

Jordan missions 8

The third in a series of articles by
Editor J. Everett Sneed tells about
his trip to Jordan. The focus of this
article is Baptist mission work in
Jordan.
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1978 convention spotlights Bold Missions

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

The overall spirit of the 1978 Southern Baptist con-
vention was good. Notwithstanding the fact that the
convention facilities were too small for the more than
22,000 registered messengers. Many of the decisions
should assist in providing impetus to the Bold Mission
Thrust.

Jimmy Allen, reelected for a second term as
president of the Southern Baptist Convention, sees the
implementation of the Bold Mission Thrust as the ma-
jor priority of Southern Baptists for the coming year.
Allen said in a press conference that his first year as
president was an important one in dealing with the
“problems and snags” of the Bold Mission Thrust and
the Mission Service Corps, which is a plan to involve
5,000 lay volunteers in one or two-year programs of
mission service.

The excitement and cooperation of our agencies
concerning the Bold Mission Thrust was evident. We
believe that there has never been a time of closer
cooperation between our agencies in any endeavor.
The close working relationship plus the enthusiasm
generated at this year’s convention should assist us
greatly with this effort. But if we are to succeed we
must move quickly. President Allen is correct in saying
that “launch time is upon us.” Dr. Allen said that he is
excited about the “responsiveness of people across
our land.” [

Both messengers and agencies seemed open to
dealing with problems confronting Southern Baptists.
Grady Cothen, president of the Baptist Sunday School
Board, emphasized the desire of our publishing house
to assist in the Bold Mission Thrust, but he reminded us
that this is a time when baptisms are down. Dr. Cothen
said that Christians needed to witness, teach and

develop disciples. Dr. Cothen pointed to several :

reasons for our lower baptisms last year. “We seem to
have raised a generation of Baptists who do not know
what they believe,” Cothen said. “We suffer from in-
roads of the para-church movement and influences.
We lost churches to co-called ‘Independents.” Our
churches pour millions into pockets of those who
make charismatic appeals by radio and television. We
ought to tell our people never to make a contribution
to a cause that will not furnish a financial statement.
No money should be given to institutions that are
owned by individuals instead of churches or
denominations.”

The convention was not without a variety of
opinion on many subjects. Even on a motion to study
the feasibility of establishin
were no less than four amendments before the original
motion was passed. We believe that discussion is
healthy and that, within the bounds of time, we profit
from providing everyone the opportunity to be heard.

Controversial issues brought to the attention of
the convention included the taking of a poll to deter-
mine the messengers’ views of the ordaining of
women, a resolution on the ERA, and a resolution on
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a new seminary, there

abortion. In most instances the convention wisely took
a moderate or middle-of-the-road apBroach to these
issues. The convention, for example, tabled the motion
to poll the messengers to acquire an “opinionnaire
ballot” on the ordination of women.

Our own Larry Baker, pastor, First Churqh,
Fayetteville, and chairman of the Resolutions Commit-
tee, and the Resolutions Committee itself, are to be
commended on the excellent job that they did in
dealing with the numerous resolutions which came to
our attention this year. They did an excellent job in
providing the convention with workable resolutions
and dealing with a host of statements brought to their
attention. ;

An issue which sparked considerable attention
both before and during the convention was the
nomination of Anita Bryant as first vice president of the
convention. Some have interpreted her over-
whelming defeat as meaning that Southern Baptists are
not really supporting her in her opposition to homo-
sexuality. This simply is not the case. Southern Baptists
clearly oppose homosexuality, but the issue was
whether Miss Bryant is qualified to serve as vice
president. Apparently, our messengers felt that the
first vice president, who confers with the president on
the appointment of officers and presides over sessions
of the convention, should be someone who
thoroughly understands our denomination and its
innerworkings. We believe that our messengers have
elected three such officers.

One of the major problems confronting the
Southern Baptist Convention is a place to convene
each year. Our choices are now limited to ten cities
and some of these are not totally adequate. This year’s
facility, seating 19,500, proved to be inadequate. The
sound was poor and movement through the building
was very difficult. Whatever solution is found to our
growing size and number of messengers, it must not

e one which destroys the right of every church to be
represented and of every messenger to be heard.

The people of Atlanta should be commended for
their hospitality. Everyone with whom we had contact
from Convention Hall personnel to just people on the
street were quite courteous. :

We are excited about the future of our Conven-
tion. We believe that with the excellent leadership of
Dr. Allen; the cooperation of our agencies, boards,
and institution; the all-time high in seminary enroll-
ment; and the spirit of this year’s convention, the Bold
Mission Thrust is well underway.

Southern Baptists seem generally to be growing in
maturity which enables us to deal with difficult and
sometimes controversial problems without becoming
prey to our emotions. Perhaps more importantly, we
are maintaining our historic commitment to
eva’ngelism. With this mature approach to reaching the
world for Christ and a dependence on the Holy Spirit,
God will bless our efforts and our tuture is bright.
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One layman’s opinion

Daniel R. Grant / President, OBU

The musical composition of Mark (l11) and Elaine Short

In a day when so many husbands and
wives are developing separate careers
and are staunchly independent in work-
ing out these careers, it in encouraging
to see that cooperative endeavors by a
husband and wife have not gone com-
pletely out of style. | recently received
an announcement of a new musical
composition by Mark (l11) and Elaine
Short, both very talented musicians.
Mark is minister of music at the First
Baptist Church of Fayetteville.

The announcement stated that the
new work is entitled “Allison Christine
Short,” and weighed exactly eight
pounds when copyrighted on May 10,
1978. Several interesting characteristics
were reported on this new composi-
tion: At times the tempo is slow and

steady with several rests. At other times
the pace becomes fast and furious . ..
The melody of this new work may be
heard at irregular intervals during the
day or night, with dynamics ranging
from forte to piano. The fortes seem to
come during the early morning hours.
The announcement ‘went on to report
that “the composers expressed over-
whelming joy beyond expectation at the
premiere performance.”

After reporting that the conductor for
the premiere of this new composition
was Dr. Frank A. DeSandre, a re-
nowned maestro who has conducted
over 300 similar concerts during the past
year, the report concluded as follows:
“The composers wish to acknowledge
and thank the ultimate Composer of Life

Marian Dickson

Woman'’s viewpoint

A time to laugh

In a world without any laughter
with neither a chuckle nor smile,
I would not want to linger

even for a little while.

Just as the offertory ended and the
preacher stepped to the pulpit, the sil-
ence was jarred by a loud noise. Our
pianist, a prim and proper woman in her
early 30’s, had misjudged- her seat,
tumbled down the steps, and disap-
peared behind the piano well.

Displaying a sense of humor and at-
tempting to regain her dignity, she sent
a letter to the church requesting the in-
stallation of seat belts at the piano and
organ.

Truly, humor that is kind and gentle is

one of God’s good gifts to us. Bathe an
embarrassment in laughter and most

likely you'll emerge with your self-re-

spect unblemishe

Don’t you treasure memories when
you recall them with a smile?

Looking back on my first (and last) air- :

lane trip, | remember how very afraid |
ﬁad been. As we boarded the plane to
fly to Rochester, Minnesota, my sister-
in-law told the stewardess that this
would be my first flight. A few minutes
later the pilot appeared at our seat. He
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was very neat, nice-looking ‘man with a
warm and cheerful smile. Introducing
himself to me he said, “The stewardess
tells me this is your first flight.”

“Yes, sir,” | replied.

Then enthusiastically he exclaimed,
“It’s mine too!”

| agree whole-heartedly with the wri-
ter of Proverbs when he said, “A merry
heart doeth good like a medicine.” |
have seen tempers soothed, heavy
hearts lifted, and mountains reduced to
molehills as love joined hands with
laughter.

One day when Laura was four, |' was
feeling throughly disgusted with my fail-
ure to organize my day. It was 11:30.

Lunch wasn’t ready and | wasn’t even

dressed. Turning to a little friend of
Laura’s seated at our table, | said, ““Chris,
I'll bet your mother is really well or-
ganized.”

“Yes, ma’am,” he replied seriously.
“My mamma hops right out of bed
every morning at ten o’clock!”

A sense of humor, employed at the
proper time, is a valuable tool in reach-
ing people. Every area of the Christian’s
personality can and should be utilized in
God's service.

for His continued help and presence in
this and all endeavors of life.”

How beautifully expressed for young
Christian parents! The words and the
message in this birth announcement are
like a breath of fresh air in the midst of
the depressing statistics about the grow-
ing number of births that fail even to
recognize an earthly father, much less
the Heavenly Father.

Is it possible that, just as the history of
creation has become so secularized in
our school system, in a similar way the

rocess of parenthood and childbirth
ﬁas become secularized and detached
from the Composer of Life? | like the
answer Mark- and Elaine Short have
given to the question.

Missionary
is murdered

Archie G. Dunaway Jr., 57, Southern
Baptist missionary to Rhodesia, was stab-
bed to death on June 15 on the Sanyati
Baptist Hospital compound by an un-
known assailant. His body was found the
next morning. Dunaway was appointed
a missionary in 1946, and had served in
Nigeria before coming to Rhodesia in
1971. He was hospital maintenance
supervisor and area evangelist. As a
precaution, all missionary personnel at
the compound except one couple were
to be evacuated June 16 to other places
in Rhodesia. Dunaway is the first mis-
sionary to die in service by violence in

five years. He is survived by his wife and

four children.

Because | believe so strongly in the
value of ““a time to laugh”, perhaps |
have gone a bit overboard at times. On
these occasions Dale tells me there is a
difference in a woman with wit and a
nit-witl One such time was when |
secretly recorded him singing in the
;hower and played it a church-wide fish
ry.

Add a bit of laughter to your lifel It is
inexpensive, always accessible and is
healthy for you and for those you love.

Finally, as we enjoy moments of
humor and laughter, let us not forget to
give thanks to our Father, Creator of all
good things.
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Fifth in a series

Deacons: What are they supposed to do?

by Larry Baker

A half-dozen of
us sat in my study
talking about the
life of the church.
Soon the discus-
sion focused on
deacons. One per-
son asked, “What's
a deacon supposed
to do anyway?”

That question 1S
isn‘t new. Some
have a clear un- Baker
derstanding of the deacon’s job and a

recise answer to the question. Most,

owever, have only vague or confused
ideas about the work of the Diaconate.
Often, one’s understanding of the
deacon’s assignment is shaped by what
one observed in the church of his child-
hood or in churches where he’s been a
member — “The deacons in my home
church did this and that.” Or, one’s ex-
pectation of the deacon grows out of
tradition — ‘“‘That’s the way we’ve
always done it.”

Baptists, historically, have taken three
broad approaches to the deacon’s task.
Some have seen them as the business
managers of the church — overseeing
the finances of the church, caring for
the building and grounds, approving or
disapproving the expenditure of
monies. Others have viewed: the
deacons as the church’s Board of Direc-
tors — setting policies, naming commit-
tee personnel, and determining
programs.

Many Baptists, however, view the
work of the deacon as ministry. In this
approach deacons serve alongside the
pastor in caring for the many needs of
the membership. More than 20 percent
of Southern Baptist churches have
adopted the Sunday School Board’s
Deacon Family Ministry Plan as a means
to improve the overall ministry to
church members; many others are
emphasizing ministry although they
haven’t adopted the program.

Neither of the first two views reflect
the New Testament understanding of
the Diaconate; rather, the biblical
materials undergird the third. The
Seven, in Acts 6:3, Phillips, were chosen
to be “in charge of this matter” — the
responsibility of caring for and
ministering to the needs of the widows
in the church at Jerusalem; they were
chosen not to attend “the business” of
the church but to minister to needy per-
sons. Thus, to understand the King
James translation, “appoint over this
business,” as “appoint over the busi-
ness” of the church is to misunderstand.

Understanding ministry to be the task
of the deacons has several benefits.

Look at the church at Jerusalem. There |

(1) the needs of persons within the
church were met; (2) the apostles were
enabled to fulfill their primary func-
tions; and (3) the Gospel was spread
among those who needed to be
reached. Today, those same values will
accrue to a clnurch when its deacons
work as ministers.

This approach emphasizes spiritual
concerns and Christian ministry and
calls deacons to be spiritual leaders and
men of vision. When a church’s

leadership cannot see beyond the
mechanics a church perishes. Under-
standing the role of deacon as ministry
does not preclude the involvement of a
deacon -in the administrative concerns
and needs of the church; it does,
however, make ministry the deacon’s
primary concern and it focuses the
work of the Diaconate on caring for
people instead of business matters.

Dr. Baker is pastor of First Church,
Fayetteville.

all aspects of its ministry.

e 3
92-year-old pastor marks 40 years
with Texarkana congregation

“When Pastor Williams came here 40 years ago, we had a sawdust floor in
a lean-to-building. You can see what we have now.”

The woman speaking admitted to being 48 years of age, and one of the
first converts Arthur Williams baptized after he became pastor of St. James
Baptist Church in Texarkana in March 1938.

“What we have now” is a modern brick two-story building that includes
considerable educational space. It is obvious the church had made progress in

The amazing part of the 40th Anniversary is that Arthur Williams was 52
years of age when he accepted the church. At an age when most men are
slowing down he took a second breath.

Williams was born in Louisiana, into the home of a Baptist deacon. His
mother and father were devoted to the Baptist church. At 19 years of age Wil-
liams began to preach. He still is, at least twice a month, which makes 73 years
in the active ministry. His 92nd birthday was March 13.

One person on the program said, /I have never heard my Pastor say an
unkind word, although many have been said to him. He just says ‘now
Brother’ or ‘now Sister’ and continues to work for the Lord.”

On my way to the church in the darkness | stopped and asked directions

=

of a local merchant who happens to be white. He said of Arthur Williams,
““you can count on what he says; that is one preacher who is a good man!”

Forty years in one pulpit, loved and respected, 92 years of age and still
active, positive, and charming — he is a. good man! It appears to all who know
him that he really met The Man! — Robert U. Ferguson, Cooperative

Ministries

¢

Arthur Williams sits with his wife at an anniversary service.
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Arkansas all over

David Ross

is serving as minister of music at First
Church, Blytheville. He came to this
position from Eastern Parkway Church
in Louisville, Ky. Ross received a masters
degree in church music from Southern
Seminary in May. He and his wife,
Joann, are parents of a daughter, Laura.
Jack Smith

has joined the staff of First Church,
Blytheville, as minister of education. He
is a 1978 graduate of Southwestern
Seminary. Smith came to Blytheville
from Elba, Ala., where he was ordained
to the gospel ministry on May 28 by First
Church o?EIba.

Cathy Ann Simpson

is a recent graduate of Harrison-Chil-
howee Baptist Academy, Seymour,
Tenn. Cathy, age 17, is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Simpson of Saudi
Arabia, formerly of Jacksonville, Ark.
Mr. and Mrs. George Roberts
celebrated their 50th wedding' anniver-
sary on May 30. They are members of
Rosie Church where the anniversary
celebration was held. He has been an
ordained Southern Baptist pastor for 45
years and has served churches in Salado,
Desha, Guion, Mt. Pleasant, Sulphur

-Rock, Sidney, Mt. Zion, Rosie. He

retired from the ministry in August of
1977 from the White River Church. They

Arkansas all over

Smith

Ross

are parents of a daughter, Mrs. James H.
(Patsy Ann) Williams of Atlanta, Ga.
They have two grandchildren, Aprille
and Lance.

John B. Hough

has accepted the position of director of
music and youth at Lakeshore Drive
Church, Little Rock. He joined the staff
June 18. Hough obtained an associate of
arts degree in business from the Univer-
sity of Maryland in 1976 and is now a
junior at University of Arkansas at Little
Rock, majoring in choral music.

He has served on the staff of Second
Church, Little Rock, as minister to single
adults and on the staff of Runyan First
Church, North Little Rock, as minister of
music and youth. Hough, who has
served with the United States Air Force
as an air operations specialist, was or-

a

addox

dained to the gospel ministry by First
Church, Blytheville, on April 30. He is
married to the former Lynn Frazer of
Blytheville. They are parents of one son,
Chris.

Gary Kirk Ledbetter

received the bachelor of arts degree in
biblical studies from the Criswell Center
for Biblical Studies, Dallas, Tex. He,
before entering CCBS, served as youth
director of Elmdale Church in Spring-
dale. Ledbetter is a native of Fayette-
ville.

Kathy L. Johnson

is serving as summer student worker at
the Lafayette Park Church in St. Louis.
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray-
bourne Johnson of Zion. During the
summer she will assist in youth activities,
Bible School, bus ministry and senior

briefly

Quitman Church
will be in revival July 9-15. Al Cullum, as-

_ sociate pastor of First Church, Forrest

City, will be evangelist. The Tyson
Family will direct music. Bob J. Guess is
pastor.’

Paris First Church

will be in revival Aug. 18-25. Dennis
Baw, pastor of First Church, Dumas, will
be evangelist. Howard Presley will direct
the music. William L. Kreis is pastor.
Immanuel Church, Little Rock,

youth will leave on July 25 for a mission
tour that will include musical concerts
to be presented in churches in Kansas,
Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, and Colorado.
They will do special ministry work in
Boise, Idaho, where they will conduct
three Vacation Bible Schools, work on
church buildings and take religious cen-
sus each afternoon. Evangelistic services
will be conducted each evening by the
youth and their pastor, Dr. W. O.
Vaught.

Archview Church, Little Rock

was in revival July 16-19. A CONTACT
team from Ouachita University led the
services. Clyde Vire is pastor.

Calvary Church, Texarkana

has purchased a van to be used in
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ministries of the church. Bobby Renfro
is pastor.

St. Charles Church

will observe homecoming Day on Sun-
day, June 25. Jody Fannaway of Crossett,
a former pastor, will be speaker. Other
former pastors, former church members
and non-resident church members are
invited to the celebration that will in-
clude morning worship services, a noon
meal, and an afternoon musical
program.

Murfreesboro First Church

was in revival July 10-16. David Blaze was
evangelist and Sam Johnson directed
music. Von Weaver is pastor.

Horatio First Church '

has called Robert Beith of West
Memphis and Nell Christellis of Tex-
arkana as summer workers. E. R. Armer
is pastor.

Burlington Church

is in revival June 16-25 with Gregg
Cantrell as evangelist. Homecoming will
be observed on the 25th with a dinner at
the church. and an evening “hymn
sing.” Leonard Herring is pastor.

Finch Church %

observed homecoming June 5 with a
high Sunday School attendance of 300.

There were 300 in attendance at after-
noon services. It was also ““Victory Day”’
to raise funds for the construction of a
new church building. An offering of
$11,697.80 was received. Pledges of
$35,717 were made. Keith Hackworth is
pastor. i

Central Church, Jonesboro

will be in revival June 18-21. Manley
Beasley will be evangelist. Music will be
directed by Lonnie Parsons. R. Wilbur
Herring is pastor.

Mountain Home First Church

youth will do summer mission work in
South Dakota. They have been invited
by the Northern Plains Convention of
the Southern Baptist Convention to
work in churches in Watertown, Huron
and Wolsey. This will include missionary
and evangelistic work through personal
soul-winning, Vacation Bible Schools,
backyard-Bible clubs, door-to-door vis-
itation, ACTION Sunday School enroll-
ment, park ministries, puppet shows,
drug-abuse programs, concerts in shop-
ping centers and revival meetings. Ap-
proximately 18 young people and adults
from the Mountain Home church will
go to South Dakota. James Scott is
pastor.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE
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adult activities. She is a student at the
School of the Ozarks, majoring in
sociology and criminal correction.
Johnny Lemons

has been called as pastor of Nutts
Chapel.

James Swafford

has been called as pastor of Rosewood
Church, effective June 25.

Nolen Bobbett

has been called as pastor of the Rock
Creek Church, Buckner Association.
Kenneth Thompson

is serving as associate pastor and youth
director for the First Church of
Waldron.

John Prince

has resigned as music director at Vista
Heights Church, Hot Springs.

Jim Akins

has resigned as minister of evangelism at
Second Church, Hot Springs.

Thomas W. Price

received a diploma in theology from
Baptist Bible Institute, Graceville, Fla.,
on May 26.

James Guenther

has been called as associate pastor in
charge of outreach and youth ministry
for the summer at Natural Steps Church,
Little Rock.

Larry G. Maddox :
was called to serve as pastor of Second
Church, Little Rock, on Sunday eve-
ning, June 11. He will come to the Little
Rock church from Maywood Church in
Independence, Mo. Maddox, a native of
Centertown, Ky., attended Kentucky
Wesleyan College, Owensboro, Ky., and
was graduated with honors from Sam-
ford University, Birmingham, Ala. He
holds a master of divinity degree from

Southern Seminary and a doctor of
ministry degree from Midwestern
Seminary. He has pastored churches in
Kentucky, Alabama and Missouri.

Besides serving on committees of the
Kentucky and Missouri state conven-
tions, Dr. Maddox has been a member
of the Committee on Committees of the
Southern Baptist Convention; member
and secretary of the Christian Life Com-
mission of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion; and chairman of the Registration
Committee of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

He is married to the former Betty
Roeder, also of Centertown, Ky. She at-
tended Samford University and William
Jewell College, Liberty, Mo. She was
vice-president of the Ministers’ Wives
Conference of the Southern Baptist
Convention, 1976-77 and participated in
a convocation on the Ministers’” Wives
sponsored by the pastoral ministry
division of the Church Administration
Department of the SBC. Dr. and Mrs.
Maddox are parents of six children.

Max Edmondson

has resigned as pastor of the Eagle
Heights Church in Harrison. He has ac-
cepted the pastorate of First Church,
Forsyth, Mo.

J. L. Wright
has resigned as minister of youth and
education at First Church, Jacksonville.

Ed Pilote
has been called as youth director of First
Church, Prairie Grove.

Doyne Kelley .
has resigned as pastor of the Rover

Church.

Kyle Cox
has been called to serve the Fair Park

Church, Dardanelle-Russellville As-
sociation. He comes there from South-
western Seminary.

Ken Freeman
has been called as full-time minister of
education by the Earle Church. He
comes to Earie from the First Church of
Bellville, Tex.

Paul Jackson
has joined the staff of Olivet Church,
Little Rock, as staff evangelist.

Tal Bonham,

director of evangelism for the Baptist
General Convention of Oklahoma, left
June 16 for an evangelistic preaching
tour of England and Switzerland.
Bonham served as pastor of the South
Side Church in Pine Bluff for approx-
imately 10 years. While in Arkansas he
served twice as president of the Arkan-
sas Baptist Convention.

Danny H. Coker

was graduated from the Golden Gate
Seminary on June 2. The son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harrell Coker of North Little Rock,
he was awarded the doctor of ministry
degree. He holds the master of divinity
degree from the Golden Gate Seminary
and the bachelor of arts degree from
Ouachita -University. While preparing
for the doctor of ministry degree, Coker
has served as director of missions for the
San Francisco Peninsula Baptist As-
sociation. He plans to continue in this
position. He is married to the former
Damaras Whitson and they have three
children.

spiritual life in service. (ABN

\'
Summer missions
orientation held

Orientation for summer mis-
sionaries in Arkansas was held
June 6-9 in the Baptist Building
under the leadership of Pete Petty
for 37 missionaries. These repre-
sent Arkansas, North Carolina,
Texas, Georgia, Alabama, Mary-
land, Tennessee, Mississippi and
Oklahoma.

Arliss Dickerson, BSU  Director,
Henderson State University and
Garland County Community Col-
lege, led three share seminars for
preparation for the missionaries’

photo)
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Baptist work was started in Jordan in
1952. Today there are approximately 350
Baptist Nationals in tﬁe country. Be-
cause a person’s religion is recorded on
his birth certificate when he is born,
changing from one religion to another is
exceedingly difficult. There is absolute
freedom of worship, however.

Approximately 95 percent of the pop-
ulation are Muhamadins. In the seventh
century the Islamic faith was estab-
lished as the official religion of the land.
Friday is the official day of worship, al-
though any Christian who is an em-
ployee of the government is permitted
to attend worship services on Sunday.
Most private employers will also permit
their Christian workers this privilege.

In the Bible land religion and state
have been closely linked for many years.
Both Christians and ‘Muslims hold of-
fices in the government. The difficulty
arises when one changes from one reli-
gion to another. A child is officially con-
sidered to be Greek Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, evangelical Christian, or Mus-
lim, on the basis of his parents’ faith.

Religious courts are appointed by the
government to handle matters such as
divorce, marriage, and property settle-
ments. If a Baptist has a problem in one
of these areas, he must return to the
religious judge of his former faith.

The Baptist mission of Jordan consi-
ders its purpose as being three-fold: to
be a witness to what Christ means to the
missionaries personally, to meet the
physical needs of suffering Jordanians
through the ministry of the Baptist hos-

Third in a series of four

Baptist mission

by the editor

pital, and to help educate Jordanians
through Bible Schools in Jordan.

Baptist churches in Jordan

There are six Baptist churches in Jor-
dan. The work is carried on by Nation-
als. The evangelistic efforts are initiated
through the Jordanian Convention, not
through the mission. The missionary
preacher serves in a supportive and ad-
visory capacity.

It was our privilege to worship at the
Amman Baptist Church. Although we
understood nothing that was said in the
service, until Missionary Paul Smith gave
the summary of the message at the end
of the service, the love, concern and un-
ity of the congregation was evident.

Pastor Fawaz Amoisa, who is the pres-
ident of the Jordanian Convention,
brought the message. His sermons are
recorded and sold or given to those
who do not have the financial means to
purchase them. Pastor Amoisa pro-
duces approximately 2,000 tapes each
month. His present equipment records a
tape quickly but the master tape must
be rewound on a tape recorder before
another tape can be reproduced. Plans
are underway to acquire equipment
which will record a number of tapes at
once.

The Amman Church receives $42,000
in mission aid this year. The amount is
reduced 10 percent each year. Rent for
the church building and the pastor’s
home requires approximately $3,000.

The bulk of the members are those
who come from moninal Christian back-

(ABN photos)

work in Jordan

grounds but have had no real tie with a
denomination. Most of the members
are from the middle and lower class in-
come groups.

The Baptist hospital

Our . Baptist hospital, located at
Ajloun, about 40 miles northwest of Am-
man, was acquired from the British in
1952. A new 50-bed hospital was opened
in 1974. Each year over 2,000 patients are
cared for in :f;e hospital and 17,000 pat-
ients are cared for on an out-patient
basis.

The School of Nursing has graduated
over 50 nurses who are working in at
least eight different countries. Some of
the graduates have taken the message of
Christ to countries not open to mis-
sionaries. :

Many fascinating stories are told con-
cerning the medical services rendered
by our Baptist Hospital and its staff. The
hospital is providing a valuable service
to the area in which it is located, as well
as a continuing witness to Christ’s love.

Baptist schools in Jordan

The Baptist mission and Convention
sponsor two schools. The schools seek
to teach Christian principles through
Bible classes, chapel services, and ex-
ample. The schools demonstrate excel-
lence and Christian love throughout the
Arab world.

Our school located in Amman has
approximately 225 students and cares
for students from kindergarten through
the fifth grade. The school employs 12

g1l e
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Eugene O. Eller (left photo) is the principal of the Baptist school located at
Amman. The school has about 225 students in classes like this one (above).
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The Paul Smith family was honored by Baptist nationals as they began a leave
of absence to provide a chaplaincy ministry to American families working in
Saudi Arabia.

i
F

full time teachers, two of which are E;
Americans.

Each child pays approximately $200 ¢
per year tuition. The fees paid by the |
student care for the operating expenses
of the school with the exception of the
missionary salaries and capital needs.

The approximately five acres of land
for the school was originally purchased
for $100,000 and the buildings were
erected for approximately $150,000. The
value of the land has now increased
about 20 times.

The school, which operates from the
middle of August through May, basi-
cally serves middle and upper-class peo-
ple. Among the students are two of King
Hussein’s children and three of Crown
'Prince Hassan'’s children. The school day
runs from 7:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.

A spokesman for the school pointed
out that their academic excellence has
made many friends for Baptists. This
program includes home visitation with
the parents of the children.

BR s e
RN

A farewell for the Smith family

Among the unusual events which we
were privileged to see was a farewell
reception for the Missionary Paul Smith . o
family who is taking a leave of absence : e : A 15
to serve as the chaplain to the Ameri- } ¢
cans who are working in Saudi Arabia. PR e
The meeting, entirely conducted by the :
Baptist Nationals, evidenced the love
and esteem they feel for the Smiths who
have served in Jordan for 17 years.

The Baptist hospital at Ajloun has a
school of nursing and provides
care for more than 2,000 inpa-
tients and 17,000 outpatients each
year. The new 50-bed building was
opened in 1974, but the hospital
was acquired from the British in
1952.

Next article

The fourth and final article in
this series on Jordan and

-” SR g | Israel will appear in the July

Students at the Baptist School in Amman take a recess. Among the students at 13 issue.
the school are five children of the royal family. .
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Your state convention at work

Music Department a

Glen E. Ennes has T ““\-\.
been named asso-
ciate secretary of
the Church Music
Department of the
Arkansas Baptist
State Convention.

He will assist Er-
vin Keathley, de-
partment secre-
tary, in all phases of
the work, but will
specialize in assist-
ing and working with part-time music
directors; promoting use of orchestral
instruments and handbells in worship
services; and promoting children’s
music.

Ennes came to this position from

-Child Care

Ennes

Christian agency provides

We are hearing much these days
about the Bold Mission Thrust in our
Southern Baptist Convention. It has to
do with sharing the Good News of Jesus
Christ with every person in our world.
Nothing is more vital than this
endeavor.

Obviously, each individual must be
confronted with and introduced to Jesus
Christ. This puts missions in a one-to-
one basis. Every person must come to
know that our Lord Jesus can meet his
own personal needs.

Arkansas Baptist Family and Child
Care Services is involved in this tremen-
dous enterprise. Thousands of young
people and their families need to be in-
troduced to Jesus. We are doing just that
to those we have the privilege of
ministering to. Last year 21 of those in

ssociate named

Grant Avenue Church, Springfield, Mo.,
where he served as part-time director of
music. He also was band instructor at
Willard High School, Willard, Mo.

He attended Southwest Baptist Col-
lege, Bolivar, Mo., where he served as
Baptist Student Union music director
and was elected state BSU music direc-
tor. He completed undergraduate work
at Southwest Missouri State College,
Springfield. His graduate study has been
at S.M.S.U.; Morehead State University,
Morehead, Ky.; Vandercook College,
Chicago, lll.; Wichita State University,
Wichita, Kan.; and Northeast Missiouri
State University, Kirksville.

He and his wife, Trudy, are the par~
ents of two sons, Ron, age eight, and
Alex, age six.

more

our care came to know Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord.

To see those who because of neglect,
abuse or abandonment come to have
new hope is exceeding rewarding. To
supply good food, cFothing, shelter,
medical care and social acceptance is
wonderful. But to give eternal hope
through the saving grace of our Lord is
beyond description. Many agencies can
provide the basic necessities of life. But
only Christians can provide the joy of
abundant life through their witness of
Jesus. :

We appreciate the privile?l of being
your witness to many youth. You are
making it possible. This is‘Bold Missions
in our own state. — Homer W. Shirley
Jr., Director of Development, Arkansas
Baptist Family and Child Care Services.

. IR
( Looking ahead: Arkansas events

June 1978

19-23 RA Camp, Paron

19-24 Siloam Springs (first week)

19-24 Youth/Adult Music Camp,

Ouachita Baptist University

20 State Music Tournaments, Arkadelphia

26-july 1 Siloam Springs (second week)

29-July 2 Precamp Staff Training,

july 1978 GA/Acteens Camp, Paron

3-8 GA Camp, Paron

3-8 Siloam Springs (third week)

6 National Baptist State Joint Committee
10-15 GA Camp, Paron
10-15 Siloam Springs Assembly (fourth week)
17-22 GA Camp, Paron
17-22 Siloam Springs (fifth week)
24-29 G;'\ Camp, Paron . 2
24-29 Siloam Springs (sixth week) ’ J

O pring. : ¥k T
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Sunday School
October will be

‘Outreach Month’

October has
been designated
Outreach Month in
the Southern Bap-
tist Convention
calendar. This has
been done to en-
courage churches
to begin the new
church year with an
emphasis on
reaching persons
for Jesus Christ.

As a church participates in Outreach

Ratton

" 'Month activities — Reach Out ‘78 — it is

joining hands with other churches in
reaching out to enroll and witness to
those who need it desperately.

During Preparation Week, workers
study the how and why of sharing their
faith with unsaved members and
prospects. Reach Out ‘78 provides op-
portunities both for witnessing to and
enrolling persons in Bible study. The
project ﬁas five integral parts:

Preparation — To get ready for Reach
Out ‘78, workers will update the Sunday
School roll; fill all department and class
officers’ discover prospects; prepare
prospect files; observe a day of prayer
and commitment, September 9; prepare
for Adult Start-A-Class emphasis; and
participate in Sunday School
Preparation Week.

Reach Out to Win Week, Oct. 15-21
— All Sunday School workers and all
Adult and Youth members will begin
this week to share a Christian witness

" with unsaved members and prospects

and unsaved parents of preschoolers.

Reach Out Enrollment Week, Oct. 22-
29 — This is a time for using ACTION to
enroll people, door-to-door or accor-
ding to a preselected system, in Bible
study.

High Attendance Day Oct. 29 — To
make High Attendance Day successful,
set department attendance goals and
'seek to have every member present.

Enrollment Follow-up, Oct. 29 to Nov.
19 — Use these three weeks to contact
all new enrollees, make needed ad-
justments in the organization, train
workers, and lead workers and
members to respond to their
broadening evangelistic opportunities.
— Pat Ratton, Sunday School Dept.

Did you know that the
Cooperative Program provides
thousands of free tracts every year
to Arkansas Baptist churches?
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Stewardship

Should the church mention money?

Negative attitudes are reflected in the
statement, “Our church never men-
tions money.” One pastor boasted of
the fact that he never preached fi-
nances from the pulpit. His people were
comforted by the fact that their pastor
“didn’t ask for money and the Lord sup-
plied their needs.”

Paid-up bills and money in the bank
aren’t always signs of fulfilﬁad mission. A
black balance may discourage steward-
ship discussion but it doesn’t mean the
church is doing all that Christ com-
manded. Our Lord asked his church to
do more than pay the bills. A church on
mission, at home and abroad, will not
avoid a divine word on the use of re-
sources.

Status quo pews cheer undisturbing
pastors. They like preachers who
electrify and edify but never specify.

Unoffensive Sunday School teachers
and preachers may excite and inform.
Little is accomplished unless there's a
commitment on the bottom line.

To encourage members to “give as
the Lord has prospered” frequently mis-
ses the target. Not many Americans are
going to admit that they are pros-
perous. Paul hit a moving target when

he got specific on money matters with
the Corinthians,

Why should a church be positive in its
approach to stewardship?

It is biblical. An open-minded be-
liever can’t ignore Jesus’s stewardship
parables.

Stewardship represents the whole of
life. 1t’s more than a weekly offering.
Stewardship is work, attitudes, and re-
sponses. It's faith applied in a daily set-
ting.

A church interested in ministry can’t
ignore stewardship. Proclaiming the
good news is more significant than the
monthly balance,

A church that doesn’t mention money
may find itself short-handed in fulfilling
the command of Christ. Giving isn’t a
substitute for witnessing. While we
share the Word at home we can also
provide vehicles for God-called mis-
sionaries to share with the uttermost
parts.

A church need not apologize for ste-
wardship emphasis. Nor should it boast
when voices are silent on givng. An
open commitment to B,oltf Mission
Thrust calls for more than a whisper. —
Stewardship Secretary, James A. Walker

News about missionaries

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert A. Nichols, mis-
sionaries to Paraguay, have arrived in
the States for furlough (address: 403 S.
Center, Lonoke, Ark. 72086). They are
natives of Arkansas. He is from Moun-
tain View, and she is the former Deane
Marshall of Cabot. Before they were ap-
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1958, he was pastor of Baugh Chapel
Church, Austin, Ark.

Linda Dillworth, missionary to the
Philippines, has arrived on the field to
begin her first term of service (address:
Box 99, Davao City, Philippines). She was
born in Fort Knox, Ky., and also lived in
Germany; Ft. Smith, Ark.; Lawton,
Okla.; and Augusta, Ga. Before she was
appointed by tﬁe Foreign Mission Board
in 1977, she was a student at Southern
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. She is a former
missionary journeyman to the Philip-
pines and worked as a staff nurse at the
Southern Baptist Missionary Orientation
Center, Pine Mountain, Ga.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn E. Hickey, mis-
sionaries to Brazil, will arrive in the
States for furlough about July 1 (address:
3604 Idlewild, North Little Rock.

camp fires . . .

For information
write: WMU
Box 552
Little Rock, 72203

Missionaries, sports, swimming, fun time,
Bible study, crafts, worship, quiet time,

ACTEENS
CAMP

JULY 31 - AUGUST 4
Camp Paron

For girls
Grades 7-12

- June 22, 1978
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By the end of the first day of te SBC
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annual meeting messen

gers reached nearly 21,000, a record (BC photo b Jud
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Pastors hear dozen speakers, but give Bryant best response

ATLANTA, June 12 — A line-up of
some of Southern Baptists’ best known
pulpiteers drew frequent applause and
traditional Baptist amens, but it was
entertainer Anita Bryant, the only non-
minister among the major speakers,
who stole the show during the Southern
Baptist Pastors’ Conference here Sunday
and Monday.

Bryant received an immediate stand-
ing ovation from a standing-room-only
crowd of 20,000 persons Sunday night at
Atlanta’s World Congress Center.
Escorted by Georgia state troopers,
plainsclothed security guards and a
throng of reporters, Bryant sang and
shook hands as she worked her way to
the platform.

The appreciative audience continued

to voice its enthusiastic support
throughout Bryant’s half-hour com-
bination of testimony and song with 10
rounds of applause, including another
standing ovation as she concluded with
“The Battle Hymn of .the Republic.”

As approximately 2,000 gay rights ac-
tivists demonstrated outside, Bryant
chose not to avoid the subject of gay
rights as she has done at most of her
religious appearances.

I believe with all my heart that the
people outside should not be picketing
Anita Bryant,” she said. “They should be
picketing the ministers of this nation for
telling it like it is.”

She thanked Southern Baptists for
their support of her controversial anti-
gay rights stand and requested their
continued prayers. :

“Many times | have been at the end of
my rope and | have asked, ‘Why me?’ |
ualifications, the
education, the intellect. I don’t know
how to express myself. I'm not a
minister; I’‘m a woman, a woman with a
mother’s heart.” }

In addition to Bryant, Southern Baptist
pastors heard from a dozen other
speakers during the two-day con-

by David Wilkinson

ference, including an opening address
by black pastor Fred Sampson of Detroit
and a closing sermon by evangelist
James Robison of Hurst, Tex.

During a brief business session they
elected Homer Lindsay Jr., pastor of First
Church, Jacksonville, Fla., president.
Lindsay succeeds Bailey Smith of Del
City, Okla. Cecil Chambers, pastor of
Centerville Church, Anderson, S.C., was
elected vice president, and John Hatch,
pastor of First Church, Lakewood,
Wash., was re-elected secretary-
treasurer.

Speakers touched on a variety of sub-
jects, from pleas for renewed emphasis
on evangelism to exhortations for more
Bible-based preaching along with war-
nings about too much pride, jealousy
and materialism in the ministry.

In his message, Robison criticized
some of the “liberal” Southern Baptist
pastors, saying that “if you are guilty of
distorting spiritual truths through
liberalism, you're not a Southern Bap-
tist. You’re not even a Christian.”

He also condemned some of “the
brethren”” in the denomination for
trying to exclude conservative,
evangelical pastors who “refuse to bow

-down to potential god of denomina-

tionalism.”

In a typically fiery message, W. A.
Criswell, pastor of First Church, Dallas,
challenged his fellow ministers to “‘stick
to the unchanging, inerrant Word of
God” in their preaching. Too many
pulpits today are filled by “half taught,
jackleg preachers’” who only “rehash”’
what they have read and seen, he said.

Pastor James T. Draper of First
Church, Euless, Tex., chided the
ministers for allowing selfishness,
jealousy and materialism to influence
them as he called for more humility and
unselfish service.

“It's amazing how many more souls
could be saved if we (ministers) didn't

get credit for it,”’ said Draper, also war-
ning the pastors about the danger of
becoming ‘‘overconcerned” with
“building up material possessions and
bank accounts, when we ought to be
concerned about preaching the Word
of God.”

John Bisagno, pastor of First Church,
Houston, told the preachers that the
present generation has been entrusted
by God with the task of winning the
world to Christ. He challenged the
pastors to spend their primary energies
on missions and evangelism.

Jim Henry, pastor of First Church,
Orlando, Fla., sounded a similar note,
stressing the importance of evangelism
in the preaching ministry.

“The work of the pastor is to do the
work of the evangelist. People have
given many reasons for the decline of
baptisms in the Southern Baptist
Convention, but | believe the reason is
that pastors don’t have the work of
evangelism in their hearts.”

Henry also asked the ministers to take
strong stands on moral and social issues,
adding, however, that they could expect
“persecution” for preaching on such
subjects.

Don Moore, pastor of Grand Avenue
Church, Ft. Smith, Ark., warned the
pastors to be careful about pride in their
ministries.

“We're so anxious to be recognized
that we adopt language, dress, outward
appearence, ministries and throw names
and numbers around to try to impress.
This craving for recognition and identity
has cheapened and weakened our col-
lective influence.

“God knows we often care more
about this than we care about the
Kingdom. Selfishness, pride and confor-
mity for identity sake takes the cutting
edge off of our pure and powerful
witness."”’

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE
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Noisy, orderly crowd shows
opposition to Bryant stand

ATLANTA, June 11 — A noisy but
orderly crowd of more than 2,000 gay
rights supporters marched and
demonstrated outside the Georgia
World Congress Center while singer
Anita Bryant spoke to 20,000 Southern
Baptists inside.

There were no major incidents. The
demonstration was loud, but without
violence.

“Never before has the national
gathering of the Southern Baptist
Convention been so greeted as they
have been tonight, said Linda Regnier, a
representative of the Atlanta Gay Rights
Alliance in a brief speech to ‘the
demonstrators. 5

A parade of a dozen speakers addres-
sed the demonstrators over a portable
public address system perched on the
back of a jeep parked on a plaza outside
the center.

As the demonstrators yelled, whistled
and chanted, Regnier observed, “I hope
the walls are shaken by all this outside
tonight.”

Adjacent to the gay rights demon-

‘strators, about a dozen placard-carry-

ing Christians staged a counter demon-
stration, singing hymns, quoting scrip-
tures, and passing out tracts to demon-
strators.

The two demonstrating groups ex-

i

her husband, Bob Green, answer

A;fLANTA — Singer Anita Bryant and
he Georgia World Congress Center

questions during a news conference at t
here. Miss Bryant was a featured speaker an

by Jim Newton,
Dan Martin, Linda Lawson

changed shouts and heckling yells
without incident.

The gay rights demonstrators, who got
a parade permit from Atlanta police
several weeks earlier, gathered at the
Central City Park, a half-dozen blocks
away from the World Congress Center.

They marched to the center, together
in orderly ranks, carrying placards and
chanting as they walked: ““Mey, hey; ho,
ho; Anita Bryant's got to go.” They also
chanted as they marched, “Gay rights
now.”

The small group of ‘“Concerned
Christians” who showed up to support
Bryant sharply contrasted with
published reports that six busloads were
enroute from Charlotte, N.C., to ““show
our love and admiration for Anita
Bryant."”

One of those who demonstrated for
her was Mel Perry, pastor of Grace Bible
Presbyterian Church in Nashville, who
brought two of his members with him to
carry placards, preach and sing.

Two Episcopalians also demonstrated
in support of the singer. Jim and Pam
Glanton of Atlanta, said they wanted to
“show support for Anita.”

Three Baptist girls from Tulsa, Okla.,
who are part of “Cox's Army,” an
organization formed by evangelist Tom
Cox, also participated.

=

d singer for the Southern Baptist

Pastors’ Conference. (BP photo by Paul Obregon)
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James Moody, who served as master
of ceremonies for the rally stirred the
gay activists by saying, “we don’t intend
to sit still while our rights are being
chipped away by groups of misin-
formed individuals who may be sincere,
but are off the track.”

Insisting that homosexuals are
guaranteed basic human rights by the
Constitution, - Moody declared, “The
Constitution of the United States, and
not the Bible, is the law of this country.”

Bob Wheatley of Boston, director of
the Unitarian Universalist Association’s
office of gay concerns, said that “Anita
Bryant has chosen to make this a
religious matter, but I'm here to say that
not all religious people agree with her.
Anita Bryant,” he argued, “speaks for
only a narrow range of religious thought
in America.”

The demonstrators dispersed in
orderly fashion after the rally ended,
just as darkness settled and the Southern
Baptist Pators’ Conference inside con-
cluded.

A few hot words were exchanged by
demonstrators and Baptists who were
leaving, but police quickly formed a
cordon to separate the groups. Most
Baptists who went by the demonstrators
after hearing Miss Bryant speak were
not overly concerned by the
demonstration.

Bill Kennedy, of Chattanooga, and
president of the Tennessee Baptist
Pastors’ Conference, said “/I am grateful
they have the freedom to protest. No-
where but in America could they do
that. | disagree strongly with them,
however.”

Ernie White, pastor of Wyatt Park
Church in St. Joseph, Mo., commented:
“) think the demonstration is unfor-
tunate. | favor Anita Bryant for the
courage of her stand, but | think
demonstrations only tend to breed
suspicion and hatred.”

Many said they ‘““back Anita 100
percent.”

SBC report sources

of the annual meeting of the Southern
Baptist Convention in Atlanta. They are
written by Baptists and released through
the SBC press room at the meeting.

The articles on pages 12-20 are reports
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Lay missions, woman’s rights,
among topics at WMU meeting

ATLANTA, June 12 — Llay involve-
ment in Missions, world hunger and
women's rights were among major is-
sues treated at the annual Woman's Mis-
sionary Union Convention here.

Keying on the WMU theme of Bold
Mission, denominational leaders, pas-
tors, lay persons and a seminary pro-
fessor challenged the women to volun-
teer as short-term and career mission-
aries.

Much of the emphasis was on Bold
Mission Thrust, the SBC plan to share
Christ with every person on earth by the
year 2000. Among other goals, Baptists
will seek to recruit a Mission Service
Corps of 5,000 lay volunteers for short-
term mission service by 1982.

More than 1,000 requests for volun-
teers have come from mission fields, but
less than 100 people have applied for
the Mission Service Corps, said Beverly
Hammack of Atlanta, assistant director
for the Home Mission Board’s depart-
ment of Christian social ministries.

Helen E. Falls, professor of missions at
New Orleans Seminary, told the 3,600
women that “for lack of laborers, the
world grows more and-more sinful each
day.”

Falls, who spoke at each of the four
sessions, said that missions no longer
means just preachers, teachers or doc-
tors.

“Now there are more than 50 job de-
scriptions needing representatives of
the Lord around the world,” she said.
“More than 1300 personnel requests
have come this year from the 90 fields
overseas."”

Falls said half the world’s people will
go to bed hungry tonight; half the pop-
ulation is sick; and three fourths don't
know Christ.

“Sometimes we live behind moun-
tains of indifference and preoccupa-
tion and fail to see the vastness of the
earth and the needs of its people.”

The world hunger problem was dis-
cussed by John Cheyne of Richmond,
Va., the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board’s coordinator for world hun-

! ger and disaster relief.

Calling attention to Southern Baptist
World Hunger Day the first Wednesday
in-August, Cheyne said some people are
giving up a meal a day and giving the
money for world hunger.

“But the real issue’’ is what you can do
personally through such avenues as Mis-
sion Service Corps.”
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Cheyne said Southern Baptist lay vol-
unteers have helped to rebuild and feed
people after hurricanes and other -dis-
asters in Central America, Asia and
Africa.

The world hunger battle calls for
teaching better agricultural methods,
sanitation, family planning and other
avenues to a better life, he added.

Christians also must become in-
volved in government policies ““which
have reduced our foreign aid so drasti-
cally that we have moved from third
Elace in the world to tenth place in

elping needy nations,” Cheyne said, in
calling for a concept of missions ad-
dressed to “the whole man.”

Grady Cothen, president of the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board,
Nashville, said agencies and board are
gearing up for Bold Mission as never be-
fore, but he said the real issue is “What
will you and | do?”

“Will my church and | be comfortable
simply to melt into the society and cul-
ture while America struggles, gasps and
dies and while the world stands on the
brink of an unparalleled holocaust?”’

A picture of conditions among mi-
grants in this country was painted by
Mrs. Elizabeth Newby, Cincinnati, Ohio,
author of A Migrant With Hope.

Newby grew up in a migrant family,
found Christ in a Southern Baptist mis-
sion and went on to get an education.
But she said she dares not rejoice in her
own release while others are in chains.

“In the dark perspiring faces of my
people, one can read a lifetime of dis-
crimination, poverty and poor health,”
she said.

Several Mission Service Corps volun-
teers were presented to the women dur-
ing a series of on-stage interviews. They
included the first MSC volunteers,
Pastor Miles Elgin Lee and his wife, Jean,
who are serving the River Heights
Church, Menomonie, Wis.

william R. Wakefield of Richmond,

foreign mission secretary for Southeast .

Asia, said people in many parts of South-
east Asia are tremendously responsive
to the gospel but are like the 140 mil-
lion Indonesians — a vast potential on a
time bomb.

Davis Saunders, of Richmond, for-
eign mission secretary for Eastern and
Southern Africa, said efforts are under-
way to get President Idi Amin to life the
ban on Baptist missionaries in Uganda.

Baptist were among the 27 Christian
groups banned by Amin last Septem-
ber, but Saunders said Missionary Web-
ster Carroll and his wife continue to
serve in Uganda by restricting their min-
istry to meeting people’s physical needs
and by distributing scriptures for the
Uganda Bible Society.

Saunders also said a missionary
cquple, the Lynn Groces, are “main-
taining a missionary presence’” in
Ethiopia where Sam Cannata and other
missionaries were imprisoned or placed
in detention last year.

Women'’s rights shared the focus with
the rights of men, aging and underpri-
vileged people in a message by author
and counselor Elizabeth O’Connor of
Washington, D.C.

O’Connor, who's books include The
New Community and Our Many Selves,
said the woman’s movement:is a strug-
gle to develop the gift of intellect but
there’s also a movement among men in-
sisting on their right to express emo-
tions.

“They (men) are claiming their right
to tears, embraces and tender feel-
ings,” she said.

“The real issue between men and
women today is the development of the
whole person,” said O’Connor who
teaches in the School of Christian Liv-
ing. at the Church of the Saviour in
Washington, D.C.

She said women are no longer willing
for men to be the specialists in thought
and to live out the intellectual side %or
them.

“] believe we're moving toward a day
when men and women can by fully
themselves with each other,” she said.

A Southern Baptist Convention
spokesman said 19 women will be
among the 216 persons recommended
to serve full or partial terms on boards of
the 19 nations SBC organizations.

America’s treatment of its aging peo-
ple also drew O’Connor’s attention.

“Only the wealthy, and not all of
them, escape the severe deprivations
that are the lot of the aged in the so-
called advanced countries.”

She called old age “the most pre-
cious time in life. It’s the stage in which
we draw upon the resources of a life-
time to do the difficult work of nego-
tiating the passage into the presence of
Him whom we say we love."”
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$4 million budget
adopted by WMU board

ATLANTA (BP) — The Executive Board
of Woman'’s Missionary Union, Auxiliary
to Southern Baptist Convention,
meeting prior to WMU’s national an-
nual meeting in Atlanta, adopted a
budget of $4,236,653 for 1978-79.

Revenue for the record budget will
come primarily from sales of WMU'’s
missions magazines, including a new
one unveiled at the Executive Board ses-
sion.

The new periodical, called Share, the
first Baptist missions publication for pre-
school boys and girls, will accompany
mission studies beginning in October.

The WMU board affirmed extra high

oals for the Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
ering for Foreign Missions and the An-
nie Armstrong Easter Offering for Home
Missions, major fund-raising projects
led by WMU. Projected to cover new
programs in the SBC Bold Mission
Thrust, the foreign mission goal will be
$40,000,000, and the home mission goal
will be $15,000,000.

The WMU leaders representing 33
state Baptist conventions studied a
strategy for ministering to the children
of missionaries. State and associational
WMUs will begin accelerated personal
care programs directed to the children.

In long range planning, WMU set
priorities for national operations in
1978-82 — the timeblock for Bold Mis-
sion Thrust, the SBC plan to evangelize
the world in this century. Goals relate to
enlargement of WMU, plans to en-
courage Baptists to make “life-changing
commitments’’ to mission support, in-
creased contacts with denominational
and church professional leadership, and
more efficient internal management
practices.

Pilot tests of missions organizations on
college campuses caused the WMU
board to modify its program design for
Campus Baptist Young Women. The
refined plans will be implemented of-
ficially in 1979.

The WMU staff announced a new data

system for discovering and nuturing .

potential employees for state and
national WMU offices.

| % . be . . a5 3 o 5
ATLANTA — All living Woman's Missionary Union executive directors and
presidents gathered outside the Atlanta Civic Center Auditorium during the
organization’s annual meeting. Shown during the June 11-12 meeting are (I to
r) Mrs. Helen Fling, former WMU president; Mrs. Marie Mathis, former WMU
president; Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory, present president; Alma Hunt, former
executive secretary; and Carolyn Weatherford, present executive director.

- .

(BP Photo by Paul Obregon)

SBC votes record
$75 million budget
by Dan Martin

ATLANTA (BP) — The largest
budget in the history of the
Southern Baptist Convention —
$75-million — passed on a voice
vote at the 121st annual Southern
Baptist Convention, with no
audible dissent.

In addition to approving the
record budget, messengers also
routinely approved a plethora of
bylaws modifications which con-
tain only clarification changes.

The only dissent came as mes-
sengers voted on Pittsburgh as the
site of the 1983 convention. Pre-
siding officer Olan Runnels ruled
the aye votes carried the motion
despite shouted opposition. Mes-
sengers accepted New Orleans as
the site of the 1982 convention
without a murmur.

The 1978-79 Cooperative Pro-
gram Budget, which funds South-
ern Baptist work at home and
abroad, compares with $63,400,000
budgeted for 1977-78.

In other action, the messengers
approved other Executive Com-
mittee recommendations, in-
cluding a logo for voluntary use by
Southern Baptists to identify con-

vention relationship, continuation
of the newly-organized Mission
Service Corps for another year
and that Bold Mission Thrust be
the denominational theme, 1979-
82.

Messengers were invited to be
involved in the work of the com-
mittee to find a successor to Porter
W. Routh as executive secretary of
the Executive Committee. Routh is
scheduled to retire in August,
1979.

“We ask your prayer, support
and suggestions,” said Brooks
Wester of Hattiesburg, Mississippi,
chairman of the search commit-
tee, during the report of the Ex-
ecutive Committee to the conven-
tion.

Messengers also approved a
five-year capital needs proposal
which will total $16,705,985. The
capital needs distribution for 1978-
79 includes $1,671,000 for a library
and faculty offices at Golden Date
Seminary and $329,000 for a child
care building at Midwestern
Seminary.

The bylaws changes include
second reading approval of a
proposal which will limit an SBC
president to two one-year terms in
office, with a year out of office
before the president would be
eligible to serve again.

(’

Arkansans named
to boards

_

Three Arkansans have been elected to
boards and committees of the Southern
Baptist Convention by messengers in
their annual meeting in Atlanta.

Dickson Rial, pastor of First Church,
Benton, has been named to the Home
Mission ‘Board. His term will expire in
1982.

Jim Williams, minis of education
and administration &eyer Springs
Church, Little Rock, was elected to the

Brotherhood Commission for a term ex-
piring in 1982.

Don Fuller, a Brinkley farmer and a
member of First Church, Brinkley, was
named as state representative on the
Baptist Sunday School Board. His term
will expire in 1982. Fuller has been a
member of the Arkansas Executive
Board and served a one-year term on
the board of the Arkansas Baptist Foun-
dation.

il

June 22, 1978
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Church musicians provide
sharp focus on new approaches

ATLANTA (BP) — When President
James McKinney said the theme of the
1978 Southern Baptist Music
Conference at Wieuca Road Church was
“Worship and New Developments,” he
wasn’t just whistlin’ Dixie.

A variety of music focusing on
worship and two speeches which could
be considered controversial in part by
Southern Baptist standards, lent
credence to McKinney’s stated theme.

“The criteria for deciding a woman’s

role in the ministry should be the same
as those used for men,” said John
Claypool, pastor of the Northminster
Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss. “I don't
think gender should even be a deter-
mining factor in deciding woman's role
in the ministry,” he said.
. Gladys Lewis, free lance writer from
Midwest City, Okla., also spoke of the
woman’s role in the ministry, entitling
her remarks, “The Problems of Women
in Church Leadership Positions.”

“A woman'’s ‘reproach’ among men
and women in the religious community,
where many of us live today, is to sense
a call from the Lord to be a leader of
men and women and to do ministry in
the same robes, vestments and titles that
our men use,” she said.

Such a call, Lewis explained, can
become a “reproach” to a woman when
it is accompanied by three frustrating
disadvantages.

She identified the disadvantages as
“withstanding negativism, winning ac-
ceptance and working in symbolism.”
- Both Claypool and Lewis spoke
during sessions of the 22nd conference,
held annually in connection with the
Southern Baptist Convention.

In his speech, Claypool prefaced his
remarks by explaining that what he was
about to say would be considered con-
troversial by many of those attending.

He said he believes the criteria for
deciding the role of women in the
ministry should be limited to the two he
explained previously because of the way
Christ dealt with women he en-
countered in his ministry.

“He gave to every woman he en-
countered exactly what he would give
any man,” 'Claypool said. “’He also ex-

ected from every woman exactly what
ﬁe expected from every man.” Accor-
ding to Claypool, Christ bucked the
tradition of his day by refusing to “buy
into the idea that women were in-
herently inferior.

“We must follow Christ’s example in
deciding on the role of women,” he
emphasized. Southern Baptists have

- come a long way in dealing with the role

Page 18

by Larry Crisman

of women but, “The night is dark, and
we're a long, long way from home,” he
added.

Lewis received several rounds of ap-
plause, including a standing ovation at
the end.

“Negativism is overt or subtle op-
position and devaluation of a woman as
a leader,"” she said in explaining the first
of the three disadvantages women often
face in church leadership positions.

"“When a woman exercises aggressive
behavior and positive action in doing
her work, this negativism manifests
itself.”

Referring to the struggle for accep-
tance that women often endure, Lewis
said, “It seems to me that there’s in-
herent distrust and disbelief that a
woman can head a group successfully,
to say nothing of leading it to adequate
and appropriate work. “To the woman
in a non-traditional position who says
she has never had an acceptance
problem, | say she is either non-per-
ceptive, ineffective, lying or dumb.”

Lewis said women in leadership roles
are confronted by “‘structural sym-
bolism” which she described as a
process men traditionally use.-As an ex-
ample of “structural symbolism,” Lewis
pointed to parliamentary jockeying
which often occurs at conventions and
meetings.

“If there’s a floor fight going on over
parliamentary procedure, the men in
the group know instinctively it is sym-
bolic of a power struggle. The women
are bored with the wrangling over
nothing!

McKinney’s keynote speech dealt
with “The Church Musician’s Dilem-
ma.”

A primary part of the dilemma relates
to the decision church musicians must
make in determining whether to pacify
their peers and church staff or to glorify
God. This dilemma presents itself not
only when a church musician is trying to
select the music to be presented, but
also when he decides how it will be pro-
jected.

“Much of the dilemma faced by the
church musician can be resolved if he
remembers that the purpose of his
music and ministry is to glorify God, not
men,” McKinney said.

Cooper spiced his speech with hum-
or. “Worship is a lot like kissing your
wife,” he said. ““It’s a lot more fun to do
it than to talk about it.”

In a more serious moment, he
described worship as “the highest and
most important activity in which human
life can participate. The chief end of
man is still to give glory to God. Worship
is primary.”

Three persons were named vice-
presidents to serve two years — Polly
Riddle of Liberty, Mo., VP for
education; Charles Gatwood of Raleigh,
N.C., denominational; and Bill Pearson
of Ft. Wprth, local church.

Attendance at both the night sessions
numbered about 2,500. A total of 500
new members registered for the con-
ferences, increasing the organization’s
entire membership to about 1,000.

A 20 theicover

S L

A record 22,380 messengers to the 1978
‘meeting re-elected Jimmy Allen, left, pastor of First Church, San Antonio,
Tex., as president. Chosen first and second vice presidents respectively were
Doug Watterson, middle, pastor of First Church, Knoxville, Tenn., and William
Self, pastor of Wieuca Road Church, Atlanta. (SBC Photo by Van Payne) )

Southern Baptist Convention annual
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Where there is a vision, the people flourish

* Introduction

General Douglas MacArthur was one
of the most controversial figures in
American history. A recent motion pic-
ture about him depicted his life and
leadership during World War Il and the
Korean Conflict. Whatever one's
opinion of MacArthur, the scene of his
return to the Philippines is a moving
one. As he left in defeat and retreat, he
had vowed “I shall return.” It became a
personal vision . . . an obsession to do
50. As the tides of war moved, there was
strong effort to build a strategy which
would leapfrog the Philippines and
move on to Japan. He was acf;mant. He
even threatened to take it to the people
in political elections. He finally won his
way. Though he made it a media event
with his famous walk through the surf,
the moving moment came when he
walked among the wounded and bat-
tered survivors of the prison camps and
the death marches. He is depicted as
moving slowly from one to another

saying, “I'm late ... I'm late . . . | wanted
to be here sooner . . . it took longer than
I thought . . . I'm late . . . so late.”

A world of battered and wounded
people stagger through the death
marches of this life, barely surviving,
helpless and despairing. It is a vision
born in the heart of God . . . shared with
and by Southern Baptists . . . to set these
people free. It moves us with the hope
that every prisoner will be able to know
the way to life by the end of this cen-
tury. It is slowly . . . then with more
rapidity . . . gripping the imagination of
thirteen million Southern Baptist
Christians. We have puta name to it. ..
Bold Mission Thrust. It is the theme of
this Convention session. It will continue
to be a theme in years ahead. It encom-
passes so much of what the Lord has
commanded us to be and do. It
stretches us to our limits so we can dis-
cover. that God’s resources are un-
limited. And we are late . .. so late. . .so
very late.

The Scriptures say, “‘Where there is no
vision, the people . perish.” Proverbs
29:18. Since that is true, the opposite is
also true. “Where there is a vision, the
people flourish.” ‘

Let us examine this vision: Its source,
shape, steps toward accomplishment
and strength for fulfilling it.

Source of the vision

Schemes, plans, and programs, usually
come from within our own efforts. We
set our goals, work out plans, assess our
accomplishments. Visions are "entirely
different. They come from without.
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Jimmy R. Allen, president of the
Southern Baptist Convention, is a
graduate of Howard Payne
University, Brownwood, Tex., and
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex. He is
pastor of First Church, San An-
tonio. Dr. Allen has traveled
widely preaching both in Europe
and Asia. He is a frequent con-
tributor to religious journals and is
the agthor of Peace, Peace.

They “dawn” on us. They come when
we are alert to challenges and discover
ourselves coming up with insights and
answers. We begin to see things in the
light of God’s presence and God’s
promises. Whether there is a highly
emotional experience or not, this kind
of vision comes from God. We are
deeply stirred because of a discovery of
God’s direction . . . of the way He is
moving and what He wants us to do
about it.

Dr. Edward B. Lindaman, the
evangelical Christian space technologist
and college president, describes the ex-
perience in his new book, “Thinking In
Future Tense.” He sees it as an exciting
difference in perspective . . . the stuff of
the vision is often very familiar to us. He
says:

“One of life’s most fulfilling moments
occurs in that split second when the
familiar suddenly is transformed into the
dazzling aura of the profoundly new . ..
The breakthroughs are too infrequent,
more uncommon than. common; and
we are mired most of the time in the
mundane and trivial. The shocker: What
seems mundane and trivial is the very
stuff that discovery is made of. The only
difference is our perspective, our
readiness to put the pieces together in
an entirely new way and to see patterns
where only shadows appeared just a
moment before.”

The stuff of our vision is familiar to us.
The Great Commission has included the
idea of confronting every person on
earth with the gospel since Jesus Christ
gave us the command two thousand
years ago. Some things, however, are
happening to charge the atmosphere in
which we are living with a new energy
about an old command. There is a stir-
ring across the land . . . as Samuel says it,
there is a sound of a moving in the mul-
berry bushes. God is up to something.
Colleges and seminaries are crowded
with talented lay people ready to for-
sake all and follow him .. . anywhere on
earth. A sense of urgency stirs us with a

"deep feeling that time is running out . . .

a sense of discovery grips us as God
moves to meet our deepest needs.

The vision is old, but it is ever fresh. It
is new. A basic principle says that a dif-
ference in degree can make a difference
in kind. A gentle breeze is simply wind
blowing. If the velocity of that wind
reaches 185 miles an hour, you have a
hurricane. A difference of degree has
made a difference in kind. A slap on the
face is a blow. A blow hard enough to
crush a skull is also a blow, but it is
murder. A difference of degree has
made a difference in kind.

The velocity of a mission response
which doubles our missionaries,
doubles our Cooperative Program, es-
calates our giving to allow new
technologies of communication, and
puts at least an additional five thousand
volunteers full time in the field serving
Christ and sharing his gospel . . . That's a
difference in degree which can make a
difference in kind. The vision is
something new.

There is a very real possibility that we
are on the edge of the greatest ex-
plosion of Christian expansion in the
history of Christianity. From time to time
in human experience God stirs in such
intensity. With the vast resources
available, the eagerness of spirit
emerging, the sense of expectancy grip-
ping our imaginations and making room
for faith to claim the victory, the depths
of sacrifice being explored by serious
Christians, we may be ready to celebrate
a breakthrough which none of us have
dared to dream about. If it is to be, it is
up to God. If it is to be, it is also up to
me.

The shape of the vision
Visions are intensely personal things.
Our collective vision’s shape must leave

“room for each of us to perceive for our-

selves what God is doing and how our
gifts and skills fit into it. However, there
are some common denominators in our
vision.

1. We are seeing a confused and
searching world.

Our vision is of a world of confused
and searching people. Jesus saw them as
sheep without a shepherd. In the vast
carnival of our world, we hear the
hawkers calling out for attention with
varying answers to life’s ills. The shills
are moving among us, meeting us at our
airports with fixed smiles and false mes-
siahs. The voices are strident with anger
as they call for overthrow of systems and
establishing of yet another materialistic
system with a promise of freedom and
an end result of tyranny. And the Lord
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Chaos reigns over the mad festival of
pleasure seekers, power brokers, waste
makers, searchers running after every
new guru, diet, or exercise which
promises peace of mind. The spiritual
witch doctors of our technological
world have many offers but no answers
to the deepest needs of the human
spirit.

To this world of confusion, our vision
leads us with the good news of God's
revelation. The record of it is the Bible.
The center of it is the risen Lord Jesus
Christ. A conviction has emerged an
strengthened in my spirit this year. We
don’t have time nor need to debate the
authority and accuracy of the Bible, Our
confused world does not need to be
treated to the scene of Christians tearing
at each others vitals over whether their
beliefs are being described in just the
right jargon. The urgency is for us to an-
nounce His Word, explain His Word,
live His Word, share His Word. The Bible
is true truth. While we are debating the
various ways of describing our am-
munition, the enemy is taking our
world.

The Korean Conflict revealed an un-
usual phenomenon. The American
Rifleman Magazine told of it during
those days. It was discovered that a very
large percentage of the time the
American soldier with his rifle in hand
would see an emeny, have an oppor-
tunity to shoot, and fail to use his rifle.
As they analyzed it, they changed their
training techniques completely. They
found that the reasons were: an absence
of confidence in the weapon . . . an
overdependence on the more dramatic
firepower of artillery and air bom-
bardment . . . and a fear of exposure to
enemy fire. The Bible is God'’s gift of our
weaponry . . . the sword of the Lord.
When we lose confidence in it, we fail to

use it. When we think that the dramatic
firepower of sermons and religious
testimony and television talk shows will
do the task alone, we fail to use it. When
we fear that we are not equipped to use
it well enough to expose ourselves to
enemy fire, we fail to use it. But the
basic problem about the Bible is not
whether we agree on how to describe its
authority, it is whether we trust its
promise . . . depend on its ‘power
enough to obey its command and to
share its message. A confused world
needs not theoretical explanations. It
needs the one who is God’s answer to
man’s need . . . Jesus.
2. We are seeing a vision of hungry and
hurting people.

There is a yearning in the land. Out of
our .confusion created by unkept
promises and unfulfilled hopes, there is
a hunger of spirit. We are weary of the
burden of sin and guilt. We are yearning
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for. meaning in lives which are empty
and jaded. The fear of death is often ex-
ceeded by the fear of life. The time is
right for harvest. The battered and used
woman at the well (John 4) returns from
her experience with Jesus to shout to
other battered and used people, "'See
the One who knows all about me and
still gives me the refreshing water of
life.” And they are pouring out of the
samaritan villages of our world . . .
hungry to know him. A “harvest truly
plenteous” while “laborers are few.”

To that spiritual hunger our vision also
shapes up to envelop the physically
hungry. Weary and exhausted multi-
tudes of our world are dying of hunger
related diseases in numbers beyond our
comprehension. While farmers strike to
call attention to their economic plight,
our agriculture can produce more an
better than any on earth. And we use
the hungry of our world to dump our
surpluses rather than sensing the call-
ing of God to give our loaves and fishes
for feeding them. It is expected that
more people will die in our world from
hunger related diseases this year than in
the year of Bangladesh (1975).

Our newly conceived volunteer mis-
sion program is already sending
agricultural helpers to help people learn
how better to help themselves. Have
you stopped to realize what Southern
Baptists could do about world hunger if
we put out a consistent effort to do so?
Just one dollar a week . .. far less than a
meal we might miss . . . would mean
thirteen million dollars a week! That's
six hundred and seventy three million
dollars a year! Our Committee on Order
of Business has provided an occasion for
a demonstration of concern for hungry
people in our world by challenging us to
give the equivalent of tomorrow night’s
meal to world hunger. At the evening
service tomorrow night that opportunity
will be ours. Some of us will miss tomor-
row night’s meal to identify with that
need and give its equivalent. Others will
eat our steak and give it too. But all of us
will be reminded that “inasmuch” as we
have done it to the least of His brethren,
we have done it unto Him. A major con-
sultation on world hunger is being plan-
ned this fall.

3. We are seeing a vision of a world of
entrenched evil and opportunity.

I've come to a new sense of excite-
ment about Paul’s statement that
“Where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound”’ (Romans 5:20). The sin
which abounds :in the evil
entrenchments of our world seems to
release the grace of God in the most in-
tense and fantastic ways. As we look at
the evil around us we are like the ser-
vant of Elisha when surrounded by the
enemy. We cry, “My father, my father.”

Then God opens our vision to see sur
rounding our enemies the encircling
angels o% fire. He is freed to work where
evil is.

And the evil is there. These brief days
will see us examining the challenge of it.
The concept of family is under fire as
never since the first century. Not only
are families being fragmented by lightly
given promises and self-centered at-
titudes, but the very idea of commit-
ment to marriage is under assault.
Healthy sexual expression within mar-
riage, nurturing of character within
families, and discovering the family’s
role in missions will make up an entire
session of our time together.

Television, our nation’s most
sophisticated teaching tool, has been
preempted by the profitmakers and
committed to dumping the garbage of
violence and twisted sex into our living
rooms. We believe the consumer has a
right and role in changing that and will
look at it together.

With our ears tuned to the sound of
the world mission enterprise, we are
hearing the cries of our persecuted
brothers and sisters around the world.
The systematic decimation of Christians
in some African countries, the harassing
and imprisonment of followers of the
faith in some European countries, and
the travail of some of our brethren in
Asian countries places the human rights
issue high on the agenda of Baptists. We
have consistently cared about freedom
throughout our history. We are grieved
that recently even Israel, which has long
been a symbol of freedom because it
was built by survivors of holocaust, has
reactivated an anticonversion law which
hampers the free sharing of one’s faith.

The deepest level of challenge does
not lie in any of these expressions of
evil. It lies in the need for spiritual
awakening in our nation and our world.
One entire session’s emphasis together
will be centered on the need for
spiritual awakening in our nation and
our world. One entire session’s
emphasis together will be centered on
the need for spiritual awakening and a
great prayer meeting asking God to
forgive our sins and heal our land.

And encompassing it all is the vision
of evangelizing ‘and witnessing to our
entire world . . . and to every world in
which we move.

Some steps for accomplishing the vision

Visions without response mechanisms
paralyze, frustrate, and anger us. The |
greatest challenge of a magnificent
obsession is to develop concrete steps
for accomplishing it. We have been hard
at the task. We will be working at it this
week and in the years to come. Some
steps deal with attitude and others with
actions.
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1. Repent.of our timidity

Because we have gradually become
the nation’s largest evangelica{ body, we
have been tempted to measure our-
selves against ourselves. We have de-
veloped a strange variety of timidity . . .
contrari to the image many non-
Baptists have of us, our timidity has been
in a strange reluctance to test God's
storehouse. He promises to provide all
our needs as we are in the doing of His
will. In a jet and rocket age, we have set
a pedestrian pace for our growth. We
must repent of this kind of timidity.

1 sat in a meeting of Southern Baptists
in Canada recently. The three hundred
or so persons in the room represented
some thirty congregations. Yet, as they
addressed themselves to their task, they
were not talking about simply enlarging
their numbers, they were talking
seriously about winning Canada to
Christ. The audacity was breathtaking.
Two thousand congregations by this
date . . . twice that by this date . . . a
word from another area of the nation in
which the stirring of God had created a
new church becomes the “cloud the
size of a man’s hand” for which their Eli-
jahs were looking and symbolized a vast
downpour of the power from heaven
which is on its way . . . students by the
score on Canadian campuses coming to
Jesus Christ . . . God is up to something
among them. 1 left there with my heart
singing. It sounded like a hundred and
twenty Christians in a large room in
Jerusalem centuries ago. Nations for
Christ? Why not? Why not indeed?

2. Reaffirm our ecclesiology

Our Baptist rhetoric has always said
that the local church is pivotal and vital
in the kingdom enterprise. However, |
am increasingly concerned that our at-
titudes reflect our rhetoric. If we are to
see this vision a reality, it will have to
happen basically through the local
church. We must avoid the temptation
to sacrifice effectiveness for efficiency.
It may be more efficient to be connec-
tionalists and make the association or
state convention or agency central in
our efforts, but the slow processes of
democracy in which we are con-
gregationalists is more effective. It is in
tune with the Bible’s message. Jesus es-
tablished the church. The only visible
manifestation of it in Scripture is the

. local assembly. The headquarters for the

|
:
|
\

|

Southern Baptist Convention is in the
local New Testament church. There are
not great churches and little churches.
There are only small ones and large
ones. If Bold Missions is to be, it must
happen in the churches. Here we dis-
cover our gifts and call out the called.
Here we move from the base line of the
tithe on to sacrificial giving. Here we
meet the challenge of increasing: our
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cooperative missions giving by fifteen
per cent a year and double them within
our time goals. Here we develop and
debate our doctrines and reject
creedalism in favor of the New Testa-
ment. Here we stay in touch with the
“common people” who heard Christ
gladly. We are a movement of the
eople. If we lose that touch, we
ecome a cut-flower denomination,
severed from our root system. The basic
strategy for evangelizing this lost world
is through the fellowship of the local
church.

3. Reorder our priorities

The vision demands that we reorder
our priorities. We have tried to capture
the phases of the vision in slogans . . .
Bold Growing, Bold Going, Bold Giving.
They are three points in a triangle of ef-
fort for making the vision a reality. Of
course, they are not comprehensive
enough. The key is boldness, but the
triangle must be at least a five pointed
star. Two other elements are essential
whether we sloganize them or not.
There must be Bold Doing to close the
credibility gap of a skeptical world
before they will believe our message
and trust our Lord. There also must be
Bold Praying for God is the author of the
vision and the only hope of its fulfill-
ment.

| have always been intrigued by the
momentum factor in a football game. It
moves so quickly from one to another. It
makes the suspense of the game. It is es-
pecially noticeable during the final two
minutes of a game. | am amazed that
more ground can sometimes be gained
by a team in those two minutes than in
the whole half. | chatted some time ago
about that two minutes of bedlam with
Bill Glass who at that time was All Pro for
the Cleveland Browns. His answer was
that the coaches trained their men
during that time when chaos reigns,
crowds scream, time is running out,
everything is coming loose. They are
told to concentrate on the basics. No
fancy experimentation, no analyses of
action, no individual heroics for head-
lines . .. just back to the basics. Run your
pattern. Block your man. Make' your
tackle. Shut out everything except doing
your basic job.

It is bedlam time in our world. Time is
running out. We need to be back to the
basics. That is what the vision demands:

The basic Bold Growing. We need to
neither glory in artificial growth nor ex-
cuse ourselves for lack of growth. While
there are some flinty fields in which
faithfulness .produces growth which is
not apparent and spectacular, the fact is
that most of our people have never
been in a church with a ten per cent
growth factor every year. We don't
prioritize it because we can’t visualize it.

Here and there we are experiencing it
.. . the hem of the garment of
Bold Growing. Yet it is a basic factor if
we are to fulfill his command. New con-
gregations, new units, new efforts, new
attitudes . . . Bold Growing.

_The basic of Bold Going. Doubling
our permanent mission force in five
years is Bold Going. It is also essential if
we have the skeletal force of the body
which the muscle and tissue of growth
at home and among the nationals
abroad must have to match our vision.
The people are ready for the challenge
to go. In addition to that, and excitingly
capturing the imagination of our people
is the mission service corps. Five
thousand full time volunteers in the
field serving, sharing, supporting in five
years. | have been in services in which
500 young people in one night have
committed themselves to two years in
mission service as part of the strategy of
their lives. A thousand years of mission
service promised to God in one night.
The hem of the garment of Bold Going.

The basic of Bold Giving. None of us
have managed to sacrifice for Jesus yet.

He owns it all. He makes us trustees. As
Carl Bates says, We've had a basic mis-
take in our refusal to trust the god of
Malachi 3:10. Moving past the base line
of the tithe to graduated tithing
prepares -our churches to ‘move to
double our Cooperative Program of
missions in five years. Over and above
that is Bold Giving in sponsoring these
volunteers. Many of them are investing
their own resources as well as lives. We
sponsor folk who go without salary to
give themselves in personalizing mis-
sions . . . in making it happen. | watched
in one night a group of one hundred
Southern Baptist couples decide to give
over and above their tithe more than a
million dollars of such mission support.
The hem of the garment in Bold Giving.

The basic of Bold Doing. A cynical
world will care little for our efforts to
grow organizations, increase 'mission
personnel, or give more money unless
there is a closing of the credibility gap
about Jesus. We must demonstrate the
difference Christ makes or all our
preachmients are in vain. 1 am grateful
that Southern Baptists have largely exor-
cised the demon of racism which crip-
pled our mission witness for years. But
many other challenges to Christian
behavior remain. The greatest word
about the process of sharing truth is
found in Acts 1:1. “The former treatise
have | made, O Theophilus, Of all that

Jesus began both to do and to teach.”
Doing is teaching. Doing must precede
teaching. Without doing, our teaching is
vain. ;

4. Recover our spiritual vitality
For the vision to become reality, we
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must recover our spiritual vitality. The
refreshing of God’s Spirit is the essential
ingredient for any of this to impact our
world. We can labor hard to have the
structure and channels and resources of
lives available. Unless God moves
nothing happens. Like Ezekiel-we can
watch the bones come together, the
muscle and sinew and skin come into
place. But the army is dead. The cry of
God is “Son of man, can these bones
live?” Our response can only be with
the prophet. “Only you know, Lord.” It
is in God'’s hand.

The essence . . . the basic . . . is Bold
Praying. One session we will be called to
such praying . . . the thousands of us

here in this place . . . on our knees
before God. To those too sophisticated
for that kind of thing . . .or too cynical
... or too pragmatic ... or too
philosophical ... so be it. Someone
asks, “/Are you trying to go back to the
old fashioned prayer meeting of brush
arbor revivalism?”” My answer is . . . no.
We are trying to go back farther than
that ... to the old fashioned prayer
meeting of the First Century when they

prayed boldly:

And the place was shaken where they

were
They prayed boldly

And the prisoners were set free
They prayed boldly

And sick lives were made whole
They prayed boldly

And spoke the word of God with
boldness
They prayed boldly

And Caesar’s household was peopled
with newly changed saints
They prayed boldly

And power came — compelling,
transforming power

*Remember we are not praying to a
reluctant God. He is the Author of the
vision. He yearns to bless. He can only
do so as we earnestly, fervently,
believingly, joyfully claim his breath to
give life.

Conclusion
There was a day when the boy was
dead and the man of God didn’t know
it. The Shunammite woman rushed to

Religious educators urged
to consider their families

ATLANTA, June 12 — Southern Bap-
tist education workers were admon-
ished not to forsake their family re-
sponsibilities in fulfilling their church
work during the 23rd annual Religious
Education Association meeting here
prior to the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

J. Allan Peterson, executive director
of Family Concern, Inc., Wheaton, IIl.,
said he had seen church workers’ fami-
lies break up all over the country be-
cause the man of the family zealously
“shares the bread of life with others but
has only the moldy crust for his own
family.”

Peterson was one of several speakers
who talked to the 387 participants at the
two-day conference in the Peachtree
Plaza Hotel keyed to the theme of “The
Church Reaching Out Through Reli-
gious Education.”

“| see families of Christian workers
shattered all over the country because
we don’t get our acts together at home.
A man who builds the greatest Chris-
tian education empire in the country
but loses his family in the process gains
nothing.”

Peterson, a radio commentator and
writer of several books on the subject of
family life, said all denominational
workers share the problem of “inte-
grating God’s call to the ministry and
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God’s mandate to take care of your
family.”

Peterson said religious workers often
retreat into their own occupations when
things get rocky at home. “You can tell
others how to live their lives, but you
too often don’t take the time to do an
adequate job with your family.”

The educational workers were urged
to ““model their messages’’ of Christian
family life, rather than teaching them.

““You need to major on action . .. not
just talking and thinking about what
should be done in your homes.”

Peterson said some of the most im-
portant dates marked on a church
worker’s calendar should be those re-
served for family activities.

The educational leaders heard suc-
cess stories from a number of peers and
reports from several key personnel in
denominational work.

Reggie McDonough of Nashville, se-
cretary of the Church Administration
Department at the Sunday School
Board, said church members who once
asked what they owed their church are
now asking what the church owes them.

This change in attitude is part of a
skepticism of the public toward the inte-
grity and style of institutions and
leaders, McDonough said.

The educational directors from the
booming First Church in Jacksonville,

Elisha with her heart breaking. Her boy
was dead! Elisha sends his servant
Gehazi with his staff and instructs him to
lay it across the child. When the prophet
arrives he finds out that nothing has
happened. He closes them out and
prays. He stretches himself on the body
of the boy. He breathes on him. He
walks about in agony. He repeats his
praying, his stretching himself on the
child. Finally, the child comes to life. He
lives because the man of God has given
everything he has to the process.

So with the dead in our world. Dead-
ness cannot be affected by second hand,
long distance efforts. Our staffs laid by
indifferent servants across our world will
make no difference. But if we give
ourselves to it, if we pour ourselves out
into it, if we have what Jose Ortega y
Gasset calls Christianity’s unique con-
tribution to mankind . . . commitment.
In our agony, praying, pleading, giving,
doing, we do all He asks us to do we free
Him to do all He wants to do. And res--
urrection comes . .. life reigns ... the
vision becomes reality. And where there
is'vision, the people flourish.

Fla., said sagging church programs can
be turned around with a focus on plan-
ning, prayer and evangelism.

Frances Hendricks, who coordinates
the Sunday School work at the inner city
Jacksonville church, said the church has
tripled in membership (to 8,411) over
the last 10 years. She said the surge is re-
lated to the 500 persons visiting pros-
pects every week and to 2,000 prayer
warriors — persons committed to
spending at least 15 minutes daily in
prayer.

New officers elected include presi-
dent, Charley Lowry of Alexandria, di-
rector of church program services divi-
sion, Louisiana Baptist Convention, and
president-elect, Lawrence R. Klemp-
nauer of Ft. Worth, minister of educa-
tion and administration, Travis Avenue
Church.

Others elected were vice president,
Robert S. Cook of Jacksonville, church
training department, Florida Baptist
Convention; vice-president, Hazel Mor-
ris of Ft. Worth, assistant professor of
childhood education, Southwestern
Seminary; secretary-treasurer, Melva
Cook of Nashville, family ministry de-
partment, Sunday School Board; and
assistant secretary-treasurer, Harriett
Buff of Columbus, Ga., church member
at Eastern Heights Church.
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Turning the world rightside up

What is the great-
est condemnation
that can come
upon the Christian

urch by a non-
Christian world? Is
it the bitter de-
nunciation of one
such as Madalyn
O’Hair who would
say that the
Christian faith is lit-
tle more than the
legacy of ignorance and superstition
from some past dark age? Is it the sharp
accusation of hyﬁocris and ignorance
which has been hurled by those favor-
ing a “playboy” philosophy? Or is the
sharpest rebuke to be found in still an-
other place?

It is my own conviction that the great
est condemnation that can come
upon the Christian church by a non-
Christian world does not consist of a
sharp rebuke and repudiation, Rather it
is to be simply ignored as being of little
importance and less relevance.

The Christian problems

The Christian of the New Testament
had many problems, but being ignored
vwvi“h not one ?( them, The Bib : is ::l;ded

th stories of persecution and op| -
tion and this lspa'here we find our les-
son for today, Because of their efforts to
turn the world rightside up, Paul and the
other disciples were accused of turning
the whole world upside down,

When Paul had finished his work in
Philippi, he and his companions jour-
neyed by foot on the Egnation Way. This
was the anclent road that led to Thes-
salonica which is known today as
Saloniki, Here for three successive sab-
bath days he taught in the synagogue.

As we view Paul's ministries as out-

Lisk

lined in Acts, at least three things be-
come apparent. One is that he cen:
tered his work in the great cities of his
world, probably on the theory that the
gospel in this way would have a greater
impact, Me also turned naturally to the
m&,n_iﬁcwﬂ 1o pro-
tulfiliment of the Testa-
MWM :'ohudhh
m? Josus as in-
repreted in the of the Oid Testa-
mont, His way, and ours, was 1 be
Mhhuwuu
The heant of weaching is t© be
found in Acts 17:3, He maintained that

i
E
:

the Old Testament found its fulfillment
in the ministry of Christ. He specifically
proclaimed the idea of a suffering mes-
siah and the resurrection of Jesus from
the dead. Some of his Jewish hearers,
and others for that matter, thought this
approach to the work of Christ was non-
sense. Others were not so skeptical and
accepted the message of Paul.

History repeats itself

When this happened, the events of
South Galatia repeated themselves. His
success was the occasion for his trouble.
Had no one believed the message of
Paul, no one would have cared very
much what he said or did. But his suc-
cess, particularly among the "god
fearers,” aroused the envy and jealousy
of those who felt threatened by this
messenger and his message of Christ
Jesus.

Their opposition was so strong and
vocal that an uproar and near riot de-
| . Paul for some reason could not
be found. Possibly he had been hidden
for his own safety by friends. But Jason,
Paul’s host, was dragged from his house
to appear before the city officials.

The charges against Jason and the
Christians were serious. They were in ef-
fect charged with sedition, the same
kind of charge previously leveled
against Christ. The authorities, greatly
concerned with keeping civil order,
reacted strongly but wisely. Jason was
forced to post a bond guaranteeing the
ru«.?wlmdsmshadtoleanm
mmediately and went by night to

Beroea.
History again repeats itsell
H once again repeated itself in
Beroea. and Silas went to the syn-
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agogue and taught as had been done in
other places. There was one difference
between Beroea and Thessalonica. In
Thessalonica most of the converts ap-
pear to have been devout Greeks. These
“god fearers”, as they were called, were
Greeks who had adopted the Jewish
faith. In Beroea most of the converts ap-

r to have been Jewish. We are told
specifically that here they searched the
scriptures daily. Would that we did the

same.
When the same rabble that had
caused Paul to flee from Thessalonica
heard of Paul’s success in Beroea, they
came to town and once again incited a
near riot. Once again the brethern im-
mediately sent Paul on his way.

The reason why

From the experiences of Paul and the
early disciples, it is easy to see that suc-
cess often brings opposition. This is par-
ticularly true when success implies the
challenging of accepted norms and life-
styles. Unless Christianity does just this,
it has no reason to exist. Unfortunately
Christianity has often failed at this very
point. All to frequently we have reflect-
ed the mores of society instead of deter-
mining them.

It is to our everlasting shame that
people such as Jane Fonda and Joan
Baez have often spoken a more pro=
phetic word than many pulpits. It is a
terribly disturbing thought that the rea-
son we are not persecuted and op-
posed more in our society is because we
are not seen to pose any threat to the
farces of evil that abound all around us.

We need to honestly face the issue.
These early Christians were con-
demned because they would turn the
world up-side down. Actually they were
seeking simply to turn the world right-
side up. Supposedly we proclaim the
same message as they, They were bit-

Internations ouncd of Leigrn
m.—u. " terly opposed. We are not. Why!
fi ™
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L
Chunch Pastor
N head Association
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Myson, Ash Fla Craden Melion Rocky Bayou
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Judah: the growth of concern

The teacher of
this lesson will feel
that most of the
material was taught
last Sunday in the
lesson on Joseph.
And, so it was. But
the difference is
that the focus has
changed. While the
one, great, central
drama is going on
at center stage, a
minor but very significant drama is be-
ing acted out near the wings. Perhaps
this is something of the scheme of the
Scripture. Great treasures are often
found in out-of-the-way places. This
one is about the enlarging of a soul. A
man with a soul so small in the be-
inning that he would plot to sell his

rother into slavery grows to the point
of a willingness to become a slave him-
self to protect a brother and his father.
Any life that experiences such a trans-
formation deserves recognition and to
study such an experience should profit
other lives and life itself.

Judah: the son of Leah '

Judah was the fourth son of Jacob. His
name means “praise’’, and it is the name
from which “Jew” is a derivative. The
New Testament, ‘‘Judaea’’ is an
equivalent.

Judah was a card-carrying member of
the hate Joseph brotherk;ood. Perhaps a
strong case could be made for tolerance
for Judah by understanding the forces of
parental favoritism, polygamy, and
sibling rivalry. It may be that the
puncf\es and kicks administered
between brothers today are motivated
by the same sorts of feelings. It is likely
that young Joseph was a difficult little
boy to endure, especially by his
brothers. His continual tattling about his
brothers’ activities must have won their
hatred, as well as his father’s rebuke.

Joseph would not have been a serious
contender in the ‘“most popular”
catagory. So often one with the
characteristics of Joseph’s personality,
and utter disregard for the opinions of
those around him, will rise to the top in
whatever life situation faces him. Think
through some of the people you have
not especially liked and you will find this
to be true,

Eliminate the unacceptable
The hatred of Joseph by his brothers
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came to a climax in Dothan, and there
they plotted to kill him and explain his
death to their father by saying he had
been killed by a wild beast. It was Judah
who decided that a profit could be
made by selling Joseph as a slave, and
they would not really be murderers
either. The mechanism is to get rid of
that which will not conform to present
standards, nor will let the status-quo
alone. What other solution is there?
Have we not always killed those who
would tamper with such things as this?

Surely it must be the responsibility of
society to recognize the value of those
who would seek to change society for
the better. Not all who want change
want it for the good of all. But it is given
to those who will be changed to know
the difference.

A growing soul
The difference in a man and an animal
is that a man has the capacity to see
himself as he is and change himself to be
what he wants to be. (Of course, this
must all be within the context of God'’s
redemptive grace.)

Judah recognized the famine as a very
real fact. It could not be eliminated.
When one must adjust to things that will
not themselves adjust, some growth fol-
lows. Statements made by Judah during
negotiations for food indicate an
awakening going on within him. Lesson
writers have found significance in the
willingness of Judah to take respon-
sibility for Benjamin (43:8).

As he rises to meet the occasion of
protector for Benjamin and provider
for his family, Judah began to recognize
the needs of the people around him,
and to accept responsibility for their
welfare. He who eliminated the unac-
ceptable now must work with it. The
petition for food without Benjamin was
unacceptable to Joseph. To include
Benjamin was unacceptable to Jacob.

Now society begins to function. Judah
is pulling the two sides together. He ac-
cepts the role of a responsible citizen.
Society is not preserved by those who
rebel and destroy, but by those who act
responsibly to the situation around
them. Judah is working through rebel-

This lesson treatment is based on the Life and Work
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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by E. A. Pipkins, pastor,
Southside Church, Stuttgart

lion and destruction to responsibility.
Would to God his tribe to increase.

A soaring saint

Who would have predicted such a
change in Judah? He who would sell
one of Rachel’s children as a slave
comes to full glory when he is willing to
exchange his own freedom for the other
(44:30-34). Never give up on a man.
Never sell the grace of God short. A
shrivelled soul can become a soaring
saint.

At one point in his life Judah was will-
ing for his father to think a favorite son
was dead. Now the prospect of having
to leave Benjamin as a slave in Egypt,
Judah, fearing his father could not live
through the sorrow, offers himself as a |
substitute for his brother. Since Ben-
jamin is being held a slave because he
has stolen the sup of Joseph (although it
was the plan of Joseph), Judah is willing
to take the penalty himself. The in-
nocent to suffer for the (supposed)
guilty. On a human level Judah is acting
out the role of his descendant, Jesus
Christ.

This unit of lessons has had as its pur-
pose to acquaint you with men (a
generic term meaning men and women,
although only males are used) as human
as we all, who found themselves on a
pilgrimage of faith. Not one of them
sprang full grown, as some Greek god
would have, from the womb of God’s
sovergnity; and, each of them struggled
with the very basic issues of life that
beset everyone.

To be a Christian does not preclude
an honest approach to life. The Bible is a
very honest book, and it takes a very
honest look at its characters. One of the
greatest pitfalls in the Christian ex-
perience is for the saint to refuse to look
at life honestly. Although some sort of
pilgrimage is admitted, most want to
feel that it should always be spoken of in
past tenses. The real currents in life are
often ignored while the pious saint as-
sumes an otherwordly posture.

All of this fashions the Christian ex-
perience into fine china which you dis-
play behind glass in a buffet. The
pilgrims of faith we have studied
through their experiences into
stoneware pots that became receptacles
for their own lives and out of which they
blessed the lives of others. Are we really
biblical?
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Missions directors urged
to be versatile resources

DECATUR, Ga. (BP) — More than 200
Southern Baptist associational directors
of missions touched on a variety of sub-
jects dealing with boldness in missions
at a two-day meeting at Rainbow Park
Baptist Church in this Atlanta suburb.

The topics included challenges to
recruit and use volunteers, broadening
of efforts to provide pastoral support to
pastors, encouraging churches to em-
bark on a ministry of family as a method
of reaching the unchurched, and
utilizing the resources of the
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denomination’s laity.

The conference preceded the 121st
annual meeting of the 133-year-old
Southern Baptist Convention.

The group elected Herman Wooten
of Orange, Calif., as their new president.
He succeeds Tom Roote of Birmingham,
Ala. Eddie Gilstrap of Atlanta, the new
president-elect, is expected to succeed
Wooten next year.

Other new officers include George
Arthur of Dexter, Mo., secretary Robert
Helmich of Muskogee, Okla., treasurer,
and Harold Blackburn of Silverhill, Ala.,
editor of the conference newsletter.
Wilson Brumley of Houston, Tex., was
elected host director.

In an address urging directors of as-
sociational missions to take seriously
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by Bonita Sparrow

their role as pastor to pastors, Bruce
Grubbs of Nashville warned that pastors
are hard to pastor. They are better at
giving help than they are at receiving
help. He said one of the reasons pastors
may be difficult to minister to may be
because many of them have had no ex-
perience with associational missionaries
and those who have found such ex-
periences unpleasant.

But he encouraged missionaries to
persist. “I have come to believe that the
renewal of the ministry in the person of
the pastor is the key to the renewal of
the church”, he said. “It is a recognition
that God has chosen to work through
human instruments and the key to that
is the pastor.”

Grubbs, a pastoral ministry consultant
for the Baptist Sunday School Board,
said associational missionaries could as-
sist pastors through several phases of
their ministries. “The first phase is the
start-up phase,”” he said. This lasts from
12 to 18 months and is the time during
which the pastor really becomes the
pastor.

Grubbs outlined three phases a pastor
goes through during this period when
the associational missionary can help.

“His personal strength and personal
faith is being challenged, the question
of his personal ability with the people in
the church is tested, and he needs sup-
port in these areas. Also, you need to
help him avoid trying to effect too many
significant changes immediately.”

Russell Bennett, director of super-
vised ministry studies at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.,
urged associational missionaries to en-
courage their churches to serve as ex-
tended families to people who have not
been reached with the gospel.

Bennett said when Jesus came to in-
terpret the will of God he set the normal
pattern for the ways Christians are to
relate to each other — as brothers and
sisters with God as a loving father.

“My ultimate concern is that people
are not won by individuals, they are won

by churches,” he said. “The churches

that are winning people to Christ and
keeping them in their fellowship are
probably those with the greatest sense
of family.”

At a luncheon, Glendon McCullough
of Memphis, Tenn., executive director
of the SBC’s Brotherhood Commission,
reminded the group of the resources of
the denomination’s laity.

Nothing that the lay movement in all
mainline denominations has been
developing rapidly, McCullough said,
“Some of us are not ready for a strong

lay movement in Southern Baptist life,
but we are reaching the point that we
will never appoint enough missionaries,
ordain enough pastors, or train enough
workers to reach the world with the
Gospel.

#Only when every believer becomes
involved in witnessing will we be able to
make a dent in winning the world for
the Lord,” he said. “We have a respon-
sibility to equip people and motivate
them to spread the word.”

In utilizing the skills of the laity, Mc-
Cullough urged his audience to relate to
people least like themselves. “In our
world, the Christian movement is a
minority movement and we must relate
to those who are not like we are,” he
said. ““Perhaps the greatest day in the
church will begin when we start moving
out from where we have been stop-
ping.”

McCullough said the laity offers ex-
pertise that often denominational agen-
cies cannot buy. “One of the greatest
needs is for us to find a way to utilize
these strengths and make their weak-
nesses irrevelant,” he said.

Next to the local church, you are at
the place where Baptists have found
their leaders, McCullough declared.
“You are capable of moving the power
in the denomination that needs to be
moved.”

Sermon compared
to ‘rock concert’

ATLANTA (BP) — Wanda Allen, wife
of Southern Baptist Convention
President ' Jimmy R. Allen of San An-
tonio, Tex., sat quietly in the audience
of more than 20,000 Baptists while her
husband delivered the annual
president’s address to the convention.

Commenting on Allen’s explosive,
rapid-fire style of speaking, a little old
lady sitting next to Mrs. Allen turned
and asked ““I wonder if he always talks
that fast.”

| hear he does,”” Mrs. Allen
whispered in reply, not revealing her
identity.

“Well, | feel like I've been to a rock
concert,” the unidentified lady added.

When Mrs. Allen related the incident,
it prompted a friend to observe: “Well,
Jimmy’s been known to rock a few boats
before, but | never knew he was a rock
concert star.”
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