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One layman's opinion 
Daniel R. Grant 

Young man bites old dog 
We have been told il is not news when a 

dog bites a man, but the reverse will get a 
front page headline. Not long ago 1 as told 
a story of unselfishness that ought to be given 
that kind of press prominence. The specia l 
interest in this story is that the person involv
ed is a col lege student. all-too-often brand
ed with the "What's- in-it-for-me?" image. 
The headline could be not merely "Man 
bites dog," but " Young man bites old dog." 

Our diredor of student financial assistance 
at Ouachita, Harold Johnson, told me a 
remarkable story about a student who came 
in to com p!ain that he is recei ving too much 
financial assistance. It seems he properly 
receives certain kinds of income (Veterans 
Administration benefit s, U.S. Army Reserve 
pay and Reserve Officers Training· Corps 
wages) that do not cou nt as financial aid and 
do not material ly lessen his eligibil ity for 

receiving assistance from other government 
programs for student aid. 

ThiS unusual young man came first to sug
gest that he reject the " Pell Grant" w hich 
he was entitled to and, instead, work at a 
student job at Ouachita rather than to 
receive so much gratuitous assistance. He 
was concerned that many students needed 
assistance more than he did. Mr. Johnson in
formed him that although it is possible to re
ject the grant, this would si mply turn the 
money back to the Federal government and 
wou ld not make more money specifically 
avai lable for Ouachita students, while \vork
ing for pay at Ouachita would actuall y 
reduce the amount of work assista nce 
available for his fellow students. 

They then discussed a different approach, 
accepting the grant but working in a com
pus job on a no-pay basis. This would save 

The Southern accent 
Steve Lemke 

Southern Baptists are fundamentalist Baptists 
Some Baptist churches seek to portray 

themselves as more conservative than 
Southern Baptists by calling themselves " fun
damentalist Baptists." A careful examination 
of their doctrine, however, reveals that there 
is little basic difference between their posi
tion and that of Southern Baptists. 

The five basic tenets of fundamenta lism, 
accord ing to its classic statement in the The 
Fundamentals of Torrey, Chapman and Gor
don, were the verbal inerrancy of Scripture, 
the deity and vi rgin birth_ of Christ, the 
substitutionary atonement of Christ, the 
physica l resurrec tion of Christ and his bodi
ly return to earth . These five basic fun 
damental beliefs are all affi rmed in the Bap
tist Faith and Message statement, as well as 
every Baptist confession we have on record. 
I know of no Southern Bapti st church that 
vvould disbelieve any of these five fundamen
tal beliefs. I know of no Southern Baptist col
lege or semina ry which teaches contrarY to 
these important dodrines. Southern Bapti sts 
are, then, fundamentalist Christians. 

It is important in these days of controver
sy among Southern Baptists about who is 
more conservati ve than whom that we do 

not lose our sense of perspective. Compared 
with most other major Christian denomina
tions in ou r land, Southern Baptists are 
distinct ively conservative. Tell most people 
you are a Southern Baptist and they assume 
that you are a fundamentalist. That is our 
reputation and our heri tage. It is always a 
legi timate concern that we maintain our 
convict ions about these fundamenta l doc
trines. May it ever be so that our name is 
synonymous with a conservat ive theology. 

On the other hand, comparing conser
vative wi th conserva ti ve to see who is more 
conservati ve can degenerate into spiritual 
pride and pharisaism. We must be ca reful 
that in defending the fa ith we do not begi n 
attacking each other. All Southern Baptists 
are conserva ti ve. We should therefore con
cen trate our efforts on savi ng a lost world, 
rather than engagin g in spiritu al 
one-upsmanship. 

Let's share our conserva tive heritage and 
fundamentalist convictions in a spi rit of 
Christian love! 

Steve Lemke is professor of religion at 
Soulhern Bapli sl Coll ege. 

Ouachita " College Work-Study" money 
w hich could be offered to another student 
who needed it. He liked the arrangement 
and accepted it with the assurance that he 
would be personally contributing to the 
financing of his college education at 
Ouachita and not taking away from other 
students. 

At a time when college students often 
receive a bad press-and often deserve it
it is encour:aging to have the opportunity to 
give a good press to a college student who 
deserves it. In an era when many wring their 
hands and lament the absence of the free 
lunch, it is refreshing to hear of the student 
who doesn' t want a free lunch. 

Daniel R. Grant is president of Quachita 
BaPtist Universit y. 

Letter to the editor 
Thanks, Baptist Press 

Joe Ford, associate vice president of the 
HMB evangelism section, is quoted in the 
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine as saying 
that the Baptist Press coverage of our 
denominational controversy is "a direct 
cause for the decline in baptisms in ou r con
vention ." 

I find that most interesting. It seems to be 
that when things are going well , there are 
always more than enough people around to 
take credi t. When things aren' t going well , 
however, it is usually easy to find a 
scapecoat- in th is case the Bapt ist Press. M r. 
Ford evidently comes from the school of 
thought that says you need to shoot the 
messenger that brings the bad news. 

I, for one, give thanks for ou r Baptist Press 
that trusts us enough to give us the facts . 
Keep it up, Baptist ·P" ess! We need you . 
-layne E. Smith1 �F �a�~�e �t�t �e�v �i�l�l �e� 

Southern College annual 
rated 'fir st place' 

Southern Baptist College in Walnut Ridge 
received a rating of "fi rst place" for its 1984 
yearbook, The Southerner, recently. 

The evaluation came from Ameri can 
Scho lastic Press Associa tion of Wheatley, 
N.Y., which cri tiques co llege yearbooks 
throughout the country. 

Student editor of the publication was Mar
sha Cooper o f Almyra. 
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Don Moore · 

You'll be glad 
to know ... 

. . . Our challenge is most inspiring as we 
begin the ne\Y year of 1985. From· the stand 
point of world evangelization, the need 
has neve r bee n 
greater! From th~ 
stand point of renewal 
in the church, surely 
the need has never 
been greater! From 
the standpoi nt of 
human suffering, has 
therE' been a more 
desperate hour of 
need? The heroic ef· 
forts and develop-
ments of modern man Moore 
have not made the chu rch less relevant. In 
fact, she becomes increasingly significant in 
the face of these mounting needs. 

As we begin the nevv yea r, l pray that there 
will be a rededica tion of our lives to Jesus 
and his churches. The church must be at her 
best when the world is a t its wo rst. What 
judgment must fal l on us, if we fail in this 
hou r. All of us, paid and volunteer leaders, 
need to rise to a new level of faithfuln ess in 
the posit ions we fill. Our financia l support 
needs to be increased to our churches. Our 
prayer suppon and apprecia tion for our 
churches must increase. The vision of the 
churches reac hing their communi ty and 
touching a lost world must be intensified. 

At this w riting it appears, based on our 
projections, tha t there w ill have been a six 
percent decline in the number Southern 
Baptist churches have won and bapt ized in 
1984. Hopefully, this yea~s Lottie Moon of
fering w ill see a reversal of a two-year trend 
in which we have fallen shan of our foreign 
missions offering goal. 

Declining m ission suppon, declining con
versions and increased strife are awfully 
strong indicators that the hand of God is be· 
ing withdrawn from us as a group. You may 
venture a thousand reasons for the condi
tion . There is one simple but painful solu
tion. True repentance, in w~ich love and 
obedience to Jesus Christ becomes our 
magnificent obsession, wi ll allow God to 
bless as he desires. 

l et's make 1985 the year we act upon 2 
Chronicles 7:14. Other\vise, history may 
record we were accompl ices in the greatest 
crime since Calvary, the squandering of 
resources and opportun ity in a lh'Orld of such 
need. 

Don Moore is executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
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Two writers begin lesson commentaries 
Two new writers begin this week with ·Sun

day school lesson commentaries in " l essons 
for living." 

Sandra Ann Hinkson begins wi th the life 
and Work series lessons. The former Sandra 
Palos of North Littl e Rock, Hinkson is a 
homemaker and mother of two teenagers . 

fl. graduate of the U niversity of Central 
Arkansas, H inkson is director of the Adult 
I Sunday School department at Markham 
Street Church, Little Rock and is a specia l 
worker for the ABSC Sunday School Depart
ment, where her husband, Ed . is assistant 
director. 

George Domerese begins writing the Bi
ble Book serj es commentaries thi s week. 
Domerese is direc tor of missions for Clear 
Creek Associat ion . He has previously serv-

Hinkson Domerese 
ed as pastor of churches in little Rock, Van 
Buren, Greenwood and Clarksville. He has 
served on the ABSC Executive Board . 

He is married to the former Wanda Faye 
Woodard and has three children. 

Woman's viewpoint 
Lynda Rogers Burgess 

Christians perspective 
As an old year ends and a new year begins, 

most people fi nd themselves making New 
Year's resolutions. I thought about that for 
awhile, and it became clea r to me that as 
Christians we should be looking foi'W'ard to 
a new year wi th anticipation . However, thi s 
would be the perfect time to look back on 
the old yea r and count our blessings. We 
have so much to be thankful for! 

None of these bless ings would be con
sidered important by the world, but to 
someone who is beginning to view life a lit
tle differently-through the eyes of faith
the th ings which often seem mundane and 
unnoticeri by secular society loom large on 
the list of blessings for those who have com
mitted their lives to Jesus Christ. 

First of all , I believe it is true that " the best 
things in life are free." Those th ings w hich 
are so often taken for granted, your hus· 
band 's lovi ng glance when you greet him at 
the door at the end of a long, hard day, your 
child 's look of gratitude when you take the 
time to li ~ten, the pleasure of preparing your 

family's favorite meal on a cold w inter's 
evening, the feeling of warmth and joy w hen 
you greet the Lord at the beginning of the 
day, the warmth and c rack le of a log fire in 
the fi replace, these are the things which real-
1~· make life worthwhile. 

Everything rn life takes on a di fferent hue 
when we look through the eyes of faith. As 
Christians · we should have a different 
perspecti ve from the world . Everything we 
need is already provided. " But my Cod shall 
supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4: 19). 

M y Ne\v Year's resolution? I resolve thi s 
year, Father, to learn to look at things 
through your eyes. Help me to take the time 
to appreciate the little things in life. l et me 
make a habi t of cou nting my blessings all 
year 'round, not just once a yea r! 

Lynda Rogers Burgess is a Hot Springs 
homemaker and freelance writer. She di 
rects the Junior H igh Sunday School depart
m ent at Park Place Church, Hot Springs. 

john Havlik dies after bypass surgery 
ATLANTA (BP)- John F. Havlik, retired 

director of evangel ism education and w riting 
for the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board, died Dec. 10 of a heart attack fo llOw
ing quintuple bypass surgery a week earlier. 

Havlik, 67, had worked with the nation
wide Baptist mission board for 17 years 
before his retirement in March 1982. 
Previously, he was director of evangelism for 
Baptist state convent iO[lS in louisiana and 
Kansas, was adju nct professor of evangelism 
at M idwestern Baptist Theologica l Seminary, 
Kansas City, Mo., and was pastor of con-

grega tions in Texas, Missouri and Kentucky. 
The native of Milwaukee, Wise. , was a 

graduate of Baylor Universi ty, Waco, Texas, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville,· Ky., and Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Kan. Su r
vivors include his wife, Anna Mae Havlik of 
Atlanta; a daughter, Mrs. Brenda Roach of 
Atlanta and two sisters and a brother in 
Oklahoma. 

The family has requested contributions be 
made to the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board hunger relief fund in lieu of fiO'Ners. 
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Arkansas all over 
by Millie Gill/ ABN staff writer 

· people 
Kenneth Overton is 
serving as pastor of 
the Arkansas City 
Church. moving 
there from the 
Wilmot Church. He 
is a graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary in Fort 
Wo rth , Texas. Over
ton and his wife, 

Overton Hope, are parents of 
two child ren, Christina and Adam. 

Milrene (Mrs. Jack) Atkins died Dec. 17 
at age 57. A former missionary to 
G uatemala, she was a native of Camden 
and a member of First Church, Shirley. 
She is survived by her husband Jack E. 
Atkins; a son, jack D. Atkins of Pine 
Bluff; a daughte r, Mary Margaret Atkins 

of Little Rock; a brother, William J. Cook 
of Camden; two sisters, Mrs. Tom Watts 
of Camden and Sarah Margaret l ewis of 
Houston, Texas; and two grandchildren. 

Isaac Newton Gates, a member and 
former pastor of First Church, Morrilton, 
died Dec. 17 at age 73. Born at England, 
he is survived by three sons, John Gates 
of Georgetown, Calif., and Jim and 
Melvin Gates of little Rock; a daughter, 
Martha Stobaugh of Center Ridge; a 
brother, Millard Gates of Ferndale; seven 
grandchildren and a great-grandchild . 

Charlie Belknap of Monticello will begin 
serving Jan. 6 as interim pastor of the 
Dermott Church. 

Darryl Kilker is servi ng as pastor of the 
Guernsey Church at Hope. He was 
recently ordained to the ministry by the 
H ickory Street Church in Texarkana. 

50th anniversary-Grand Avenue Church, 
Fort Smith, celebrated its golden anniversary with 
special services Dec. 14-16. Former pastors speak
ing lO the congregation were }ames Pleitz, now 
of Park Cities Church, Dallas; Lloyd Cloud, now 
of 011achita Baptist University; Don Moore, now 
exec11tive director of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention; and Clifford Palmer, now pastor of 
First Church, Springdale. At right, Pastor James 
Bryant takes a moment after morning worship -
to counsel with a man considering church 
membership. In 50 years, the congregation has 
grown from 20 charter members to nearly 4,000 
resident members. They have built three sanc
tuaries and six educationa l buildings. Former 
pastor Moore, preaching in the Sunday morn
ing service, cha llenged the church to set faith 
goals and maintain their commitment to fellow
ship and teaching the Word of Cod. "Churches 
are built, souls are saved and disciples are made 
by people who pay a price," Moore reminded 
the congregation. 

update 

Ken Jansen has joined the staff of the 
Sylverino Church at Fouke as music 
director. 

Roy l ewis of Little Rock is serv ing as in· 
terim pastor of Pleasant Hills Church in 
the Sardis community. 

J.D. Webb resigned Dec. 30 as pastor of 
the Oak Grove Church at Ashdown. 

briefly 
Harrison First Church recently voted to 
build an outdoor recreational complex 
for family sports activi ti es and to pur
chase a 25-passenger bus. Ralph Bowers 
is complex committee chai rman. 

Corinth Church at Hamburg recent ly or
dained Don Walker to the ministry. 

Judsonia First Church will hold a lay
renewa l weekend Feb. 15-17 with G. B. 
Hambrick as coordinator. 

bookshelf Six Arkansans graduate from Southern, Boyce 

Frustration 
by Frances Carroll 
(Prentice·Hall ; Englewood Cliffs, NJ) 

For all Christians who don't want to give 
into feelings of depression, helplessness or 
anxiety, here's advice on ways to alleviate 
frustration . In addition to learning what the 
Scriptures teach about frustration, readers 
will discover how to use the resources God 
has provided to win the battle against this 
dreaded enemy, 
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·six Arkansans graduated Dec. 14 from The 
Southern Baptist Theological Ser:ninary and 
Boyce Bible School in louisville, Ky. 

Among 225 persons honored in Sout~ern's 
154th commencement were Sharon Ann 
Odom'of Greenbrier, master of arts in Chris
tian education; Raymond Duke Wheeler of 
Hughes, Alan )am .. Lynch of Conway and 
llobert Lynn Turner of Blytheville, all receiv· 
ing the master of divinity degree. . 

O.nny G. Brown of Clinton and William 
Thomas Neal of Benton received diplomas 
in Christian ministry from Boyce Bible 
School. (Photos not available for four grads.) 

Odom Wheeler 
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