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Don Moore

You'll be glad
to know...

.. .Our challenge is most inspiring as we
begin the new year of 1985. From'the stand
point of world evangelization, the need
has never been
greater! From the
stand point of renewal
in the church, surely
the need has never
been greater! From
the standpoint of
human suffering, has
there been a more
desperate hour of
need? The heroic ef-
forts and develop- X
ments of modern man Moore
have not made the church less relevant. In
fact, she becomes increasingly significant in
the face of these mounting needs.

As we begin the new year, | pray that there
will be a rededication of our lives to Jesus
and his churches. The church must be at her
best when the world is at its worst. What
judgment must fall on us, if we fail in this
hour. All of us, paid and volunteer leaders,
need to rise to a new level of faithfulness in
the positions we fill. Our financial support
needs to be increased to our churches. Our
prayer support and appreciation for our
churches must increase. The vision of the
churches reaching their community and
touching a lost world must be intensified.

At this writing it appears, based on our
projections, that there will have been a six
percent decline in the number Southern
Baptist churches have won and baptized in
1984. Hopefully, this year’s Lottie Moon of-
fering will see a reversal of a two-year trend
in which we have fallen short of our foreign
missions offering goal.

Declining mission support, declining con-
versions and increased strife are awfully
strong indicators that the hand of God is be-
ing withdrawn from us as a group. You may
venture a thousand reasons for the condi-
tion. There is one simple but painful solu-
tion. True repentance, in which love and
obedience to Jesus Christ becomes our
magnificent obsession, will allow God to
bless as he desires.

Let's make 1985 the year we act upon 2
Chronicles 7:14. Otherwise, history may
record we were accomplices in the greatest
crime since Calvary, the squandering of
resources and opportunity in a world of such
need.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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Two writers begin lesson commentaries

Two new writers begin this week with Sun-
day school lesson commentaries in “Lessons
for Living!”

Sandra Ann Hinkson begins with the Life
and Work series lessons. The former Sandra
Polos of North Little Rock, Hinkson is a
homemaker and mother of two teenagers.

A graduate of the University of Central
Arkansas, Hinkson is director of the Adult
| Sunday School department at Markham
Street Church, Little Rock and is a special
worker for the ABSC Sunday School Depart-
ment, where her husband, Ed, is assistant
director.

George Domerese begins writing the Bi-
ble Book serjes commentaries this week.
Domerese is director of missions for Clear
Creek Association. He has previously serv-

Domerese

Hinkson
ed as pastor of churches in Little Rock, Van
Buren, Greenwood and Clarksville. He has
served on the ABSC Executive Board.

He is married to the former Wanda Faye
Woodard and has three children.

Woman’s viewpoint

Lynda Rogers Burgess

Christians perspective

As an old year ends and a new year begins,
most people find themselves making New
Year's resolutions. | thought about that for
awhile, and it became clear to me that as
Christians we should be looking forward to
a new year with anticipation. However, this
would be the perfect time to look back on
the old year and count our blessings. We
have so much to be thankful for!

None of these blessings would be con-
sidered important by the world, but to
someone who is béginning to view life a lit-
tle differently—through the eyes of faith—
the things which often seem mundane and
unnoticed by secular society loom large on
the list of blessings for those who have com-
mitted their lives to Jesus Christ.

First of all, | believe it is true that “the best
things in life are free.” Those things which
are so often taken for granted, your hus-
band’s loving glance when you greet him at
the door at the end of a long, hard day, your
child’s look of gratitude when you take the
time to listen, the pleasure of preparing your

family’s favorite meal on a cold winter’s
evening, the feeling of warmth and joy when
you greet the Lord at the beginning of the
day, the warmth and crackle of a log fire in
the fireplace, these are the things which real-
ly make life worthwhile.

Everything in life takes on a different hue
when we look through the eyes of faith. As
Christians “we should have a different
perspective from the world. Everything we
need is already provided. “But my God shall
supply all your need according to his riches
in glory by Christ Jesus’" (Phil. 4:19).

My New Year's resolution? | resolve this
year, Father, to learn to look at things
through your eyes. Help me to take the time
to appreciate the little things in life. Let me
make a habit of counting my blessings all
year ‘round, not just once a year!

Lynda Rogers Burgess is a Hot Springs
homemaker and freelance writer. She di-
rects the Junior High Sunday School depart-
ment at Park Place Church, Hot Springs.

John Havlik dies after bypass surgery

ATLANTA (BP)— John F. Havlik, retired
director of evangelism education and writing
for the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board, died Dec. 10 of a heart attack follow-
ing quintuple bypass surgery a week earlier.

Havlik, 67, had worked with the nation-
wide Baptist mission board for 17 years
before his retirement in March 1982.
Previously, he was director of evangelism for
Baptist state conventions in Louisiana and
Kansas, was adjunct professor of evangelism
at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Kansas City, Mo., and was pastor of con-

gregations in Texas, Missouri and Kentucky.

The native of Milwaukee, Wisc., was a
graduate of Baylor University, Waco, Texas,
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville,” Ky., and Central Baptist
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Kan. Sur-
vivors include his wife, Anna Mae Havlik of
Atlanta; a daughter, Mrs. Brenda Roach of
Atlanta and two sisters and a brother in
Oklahoma.

The family has requested contributions be
made to the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board hunger relief fund in lieu of flowers.
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Arkansas all over

update

by Millie Gill / ABN staff writer

people

Kenneth Overton is
serving as pastor of
the Arkansas City
Church, moving
there from the
Wilmot Church. He
is a graduaté of
Southwestern Baptist
Theological

"~ Seminary in Fort

.’r /< Worth, Texas. Over-
’ iy ton and his wife,

Overton Hope, are parents of
two children, Christina and Adam.

Milrene (Mrs. Jack) Atkins died Dec. 17
at age 57. A former missionary to
Guatemala, she was a native of Camden
and a member of First Church, Shirley.
She is survived by her husband Jack E.
Atkins; a son, Jack D. Atkins of Pine
Bluff; a daughter, Mary Margaret Atkins

50th anniversary—Grand Avenue Church,
Fort Smith, celebrated its golden anniversary with
special services Dec. 14-16. Former pastors speak-
ing to the congregation were James Pleitz, now
of Park Cities Church, Dallas; Lloyd Cloud, now
of Ouachita Baptist University; Don Moore, now
executive director of the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention; and Clifford Palmer, now pastor of
First Church, Springdale. At right, Pastor James
Bryant takes a moment after morning worship
to counsel with a man considering church
membership. In 50 years, the congregation has
grown from 20 charter members to nearly 4,000
resident members. They have built three sanc-
tuaries and six educational buildings. Former
pastor Moore, preaching in the Sunday morn-
ing service, challenged the church to set faith
goals and maintain their commitment to fellow-
ship and teaching the Word of God. “Churches
are built, souls are saved and disciples are made
by people who pay a price,” Moore reminded
the congregation.

hookshelf

of Little Rock; a brother, William J. Cook
of Camden; two sisters, Mrs. Tom Watts
of Camden and Sarah Margaret Lewis of
Houston, Texas; and two grandchildren.

Isaac Newton Gates, a member and
former pastor of First Church, Morrilton,
died Dec. 17 at age 73. Born at England,
he is survived by three sons, John Gates
of Georgetown, Calif., and Jim and
Melvin Gates of Little Rock; a daughter,
Martha Stobaugh of Center Ridge; a
brother, Millard Gates of Ferndale; seven
grandchildren and a great-grandchild.

Charlie Belknap of Monticello will begin
serving Jan. 6 as interim pastor of the
Dermott Church.

Darryl Kilker is serving as pastor of the
Guernsey Church at Hope. He was
recently ordained to the ministry by the
Hickory Street Church in Texarkana.

Six Arkansans graduate from Southern,

Six Ark duated Dec. 14 from The

Frustration

by Frances Carroll
(Prentice-Hall; Englewood Cliffs, NJ)

For all Christians who don’t want to give
into feelings of depression, helplessness or
anxiety, here’s advice on ways to alleviate
frustration. In addition to learning what the
Scriptures teach about frustration, readers
will discover how to use the resources God
has provided to win the battle against this
dreaded enemy,
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Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and
Boyce Bible School in Louisville, Ky.

Among 225 persons honored in Southern’s
154th commencement were Sharon Ann
Odom of Greenbrier, master of arts in Chris-
tian education; Raymond Duke Wheeler of
Hughes, Alan James Lynch of Conway and
Robert Lynn Turner of Blytheville, all receiv-
ing the master of divinity degree.

Danny G. Brown of Clinton and William
Thomas Neal of Benton received diplomas
in Christian ministry from Boyce Bible
School. (Photos not available for four grads.)

Ken Jansen has joined the staff of the
Sylverino Church at Fouke as music
director.

Roy Lewis of Little Rock is serving as in-
terim pastor of Pleasant Hills Church in
the Sardis community.

J.D. Webb resigned Dec. 30 as pastor of
the Oak Grove Church at Ashdown.

briefly

Harrison First Church recently voted to
build an outdoor recreational complex
for family sports activities and to pur-
chase a 25-passenger bus. Ralph Bowers
is complex committee chairman.

Corinth Church at Hamburg recently or-
dained Don Walker to the ministry.

Judsonia First Church will hold a lay-
renewal weekend Feb. 15-17 with G. B.
Hambrick as coordinator.
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