

























































































































































































Keepingup

The isolated atmosphere of campus living gives way
to the important events affecting students’ lives.

by Mark Shipp

nless you were enrolled in a
U Contemporary World class,

life on campus wasn’t very
conducive to keeping up with world
news. In fact, students often felt iso-
lated from the rest of the world.

Television watching for most stu-
dents didn’t occupy nearly as much
time in the daily routine as it did back
home. Time which would otherwise
have been spent viewing the tube was
occupied by spending time with
friends, listening to music, or, heaven
forbid, studying.

Still, amongst the often haphazard
hustle-bustle of campus living, there
were events which affected students’
lives in one way or another. These
events were, without a doubt, too
numerous to cover circumspectly.
However, some stood out in media
coverage and in the minds of students.

Poland

The Iranian crisis was over and we
hadn’t heard much about the Soviet
troops in Afghanistan, but reporters
always seemed to be able to come up
with some earth-shattering news of
oppression in foreign lands. This time it
was Poland. News that something big
was brewing in Poland had been com-
ing for quite some months, even years.
Most Americans were shocked, how-
ever, when things got so bad that mar-
tial law was declared and civil rights
were denied.

“Solidarity,” the Polish labor federa-
tion and its leader, Lech Walensa, had

come to make an impact on Soviet

socialism that was not soon to be for-
gotten.

Backed by support from the Roman
Catholic Church (open or not), the
freedom-loving Poles had consistently
demanded more and more in the way
of contract concessions from their gov-
ernment employers. Food supplies
had been growing shorter and the
masses became increasingly restless.

The independent labor union, fed
up with adverse conditions, went on
strike. “llovedit,” said freshman Steve
Bowman, “‘those Russians couldn’t tell
just anybody what to do.”

When government orders to return
to work were ignored, martial law was
declared. Many were arrested, even
killed in clashes with government
troops.

News reports during martial law

Polish borders was suspended and
foreign journalists’ reports were cen-
sored.

President Ronald Reagan declared
American support for the Polish work-
ers in a nationwide speech broadcast
and placed embargos on some items
exported to Poland. He also requested
that Americans show their individual
support by lighting candles in the win-
dows of their homes. Americans all
over the country responded by doing
just that, and even some students par-
ticipated.

College Republicans showed their
support by circulating petitions, obtain-
ing student signatures on campus and
all over the country, endorsing and
supporting the Poles.

Things seemed to cool in Poland
and labor leaders were “freed.” Cen-
sorship was suspended and phone ser-
vice restored; however, unrest did con-
tinue.

College Republican Howard Can-
non said, ‘‘I think we’ll see the crisis
continue for at least another year.
Walensa won’t be released from house
arrest, at least until martial law is
lifted.”

Atlanta murders

The verdict came in late February.
The Atlanta jury composed primarily of
blacks convicted Wayne Williams on
two counts of first degree murder in a
string of bizarre murders of young
black males in the Atlanta area. ‘It was
just another mass murder, another
lunatic going wild,” said Carl Turner.

. Federal authorities had been called
in on the case months before, but prog-
ress in solving the murders was slow.
Evidence seemed scarce and police

~continually searched for leads. The

case received national attention and a
call for justice came from every town.

“I hoped he wasn’t white, that
would’ve caused a lot cf racial prob-
lem,” added Carl, ‘‘Personally, I think
Wayne Williams was a scapegoat who
got the shaft.”

Roval wedding

“l stayed up all night to see it,”
commented freshman  Stephanie
Spell, “I saw the first few minutes, fell
asleep, and woke up about the time it
was over.”

It was labeled the social event of the
century, and the world looked on as
Prince Chatles of England took his

among students, especially the wom-
en. When interviewed, David Chappell
asked, ‘“What royal wedding?”’

“I got up about 5 a.m. to watch the
wedding, then went back to bed. Later,
[ watched the reruns and the honey-
moon departure,” said Lyndra Wake-
land.

“l watched it several times,”” said Ar-
lene Scott, *‘it was absolutely spectacu-
lar.” “My mum’s English, so it was
extra special for us,” she added.

The females weren’t the only ones
interested in the event. Jay Curlin said,
“I really envied it and I wish [ was part
of a nation with such an old institution.
It makes for strong national unity . . .
priceless.”

Not all students agreed that the
event was so spectacular. “It was a
beautiful event, but they spent too
much money on a trivial thing,” said
Dale Yeary.

“I thought it was overpublicized and
didn’t care to watch it,”’ commented
freshman Janice Shaddox.

Assassinations/
attempts

Three times students could be seen
gathered around every lobby televi-
sion, listening for news concerning as-
sassination plots against President
Ronald Reagan, Pope John Paul II,
and a successful one against Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat.

Concerning the attempt on the
Pope, Lindley Douphitt said, “‘No one
bothered to let me know about it, my
reaction was delayed three weeks. But
it really didn’t surprise me.”” Concern-
ing the attempt on President Reagan,
she added, “It didn’t surprise me
either.”

“I thought Sadat was the good guy. [
was really sorry to hear about his assas-
sination. I think he could have ac-
complished a lot.”

Air Controllers’

strike

Getting a flight out of many cities,
except the major ones, was a difficult
task. News reporters and union leaders
warned of possible dangers resulting
from a lack of qualified personnel and
overworking of those who were still on
the job. In spite of their contract
agreements, which denied them the
right to strike, the nation’s air traffic
controllers and their union PATCO
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