





1967-1968: Era a time of turmoil

The years of 1967-
1968 were a times of turmoil
in America. Vietnam, the as-
sasinations of Bobby Ken-
nedy and Martin Luther King,
and riots at the Democratic
National Convention head-
lined atrying years. What else
happened in the year you were
born? Events occurred such
as:

December 21, 1967:
TheFirstHeart Transplant

Louis Washkansky,
the world’s fist heart trans-
plant patient, died in Cape
Town, South Africa, today
after living for 18 days with
the heart of a 25-year-old
woman who as killed in an
auto accident. Doctors at
Groote Schuur Hospital said
the 53-year-old grocer died
afterasteady deterioration that
began when he developed lung
complications several days
ago. The transplanted heart
continued to beat strongly until
the end.

Washkansky’s trans-
plant was performed n De-
cember 3 by a five-surgeon
team headed by Dr. Christiaan
N. Barnard.

January 14, 1968:
Packers Win Second

Officers

Senior class officers are: (seated)
Sharon Hossler, Mark Neese,
(back) Beth Blakely, Lisa Crain,
Phillip Vines, Lynn George and
Eddie Gray.

Super Bowl

The Green Bay Pack-
ers won their second Super
Bowl championshp over
Oakland 33-14.

January 31, 1968:
Vietnam Reds Launch
Tet Offensive
Communist guerrillas in
Vietnam shattered the lunar
New Year truce and shocked
the United States and South
Vietnam by launching a
broad offensive that spread
from the cities of the
Mekong Delta to Siagon and
north to the highlands. The
Tet, or New Year, attack was
aimed at more than 100
cities.

April 5, 1968: Mar-
tin Luther King Killed

The Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King was fatally shot
last night as he leaned over the
second story balcony railing
just outside his room at the
Lorraine Motel in Memphis,
Tennessee.

The death of the 39-
year-old leader sent shock
waves throughout much of the
city and the nation. Governor
Buford Ellington ordered
4,000 National Guard troops
into Memphis to keep order
and a curfew was impaired on

residents, 40 percent are
blacks. Top associated of the
slaincivil rightsleader sought
to calm his black followers,
reminding them of the mes-
sages of peace, but rioting
broke out in parts of the city
before National Guardsmen
arrived to restore order.

June8,1968: Bobby
Kennedy Is Killed

“Oh God, it can’t
happen to this family again!”
They were the disbelieving,
anguished criesof abystander
in the back of the Embassy
Room of the Ambassador
Hotel in Los Angeles. Just
minutes before, Senator
Robert F. Kennedy had com-
pleted a statement claiming
victory in the California pri-
mary.

Amid cheers and V-
for-Victory signs, the New
York senator exited into an
anteroom. Seconds later, he
was lying on the cement floor
of a kitchen corridor. He had
been shot twice in the head,
once in the forehead and once
near the right ear.

Robert Francis Ken-
nedy died at 1:44 a.m., June 6,
20 hours after the attack and
four and a half years after his
brother, President John F.

Kennedy, was assassinated.

August 8, 1968:
Republicans Name Nixon
and Agnew

Richard M. Nixon, the
“old pro” of the Republican
Party was nominated for the
president today on the first
ballot, and, to the dismay of
some supporters, chose Gov-
ernor Spiro T. Agnew as his
vice-presidential running
mate.

August 29, 1968:
Police Battle Mobs as
Democrats Meet

Divisions over the
Vietnam War exploded in
Chicago today as demonstra-
tors were bludgeoned, beaten
and maced outside the con-
vention center where Hubert
Humphrey was nominated for
president. Humphrey won on
a plank supporting the war.

The strong-arm tactics
spilled to the convention hall
itself as two candidates were
dragged from the floor and
CBS correspondent Mike
Wallace was punched in the
face. —This information is
taken from newspapers from
around the world and com-
piled from “Chronicle of the
20th Century,” Chronicle
Publishing, 1987.
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Rainbolt inducted into Hall of Fame

Feb. 17 promised

to be a thrill of a life-time for
one of Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity’s faculty members.
Russell Rainbolt, assistant
professor of math and com-
puter science, was inducted
into the Louisiana Tech Hall
of Fame.

Rainbolt competed
in both football and track be-
tween 1952-55. Asahalfback,
he finished with 1,331 yards
rushing, ranking him third on
the all-time list.

Rainbolt also fin-
ished with 21 touchdowns,
which placed him as the ca-
reer leader when he gradu-
ated. He wasnamed N.A.LA.
All-American as a senior and
helpedtolead histeam to three
comference championships.
He was also listed on South-
em Mississippi’s All Oppo-
nent team and was a four-year
starter as a defensive back.

Excelling on the
football field wasn’t Rain-
bolt’s greatest achievement,
however. He was also
awarded the Rickey Scholas-
tic Award three yearsin arow.
“ The two just went hand in
hand withme,” he commented.

In track, Rainbolt
was a sprinter. In 1955, his
440 relay team won the Kan-
sasRelays, which featured the
best small colleges in Amer-
ica. Rainbolt’s personal best
was a 9.9 in the 100 yard dash
and a 21.8 in the 220. Both
times are fast by today’s stan-
dards and extremely fast for
the 1950’s.

As a sophomore in
high school, he decided to take
his friend’s advice and play
football. Getting a late start
on the game kept him from
achieving top recognition at
Rayville High School, a small
class A school in Louisiana,

but it was simply a matter of
time until his athletic ability
made him a standout. As a
senior in high school, he de-
cided to run track. “We would
justrun up and down the foot-
ball field for practice because
we didn’t have a track,” he
said.

Being named val-
adictorian in high school,
along with his extreme ath-
letic ability, Rainboltdrew the
attention of several major
universities such as the Uni-
versity of Mississippi (Ole
Miss), the University of Ten-
nessee and Louisiana State
Uneversity.

In the ’50s, recruits
were allowed to actually prac-
tice with teams while making
theirdecision. Rainboltstarted
as a senior in high school for
L.S.U. during a spring scrim-
mage and was offered a full
scholarship.

A friend back home
who had graduated from
Lousiana Tech, however,
advisied him to go to the
smaller Louisiana Tech where
he would be assured a full
scholarship for four years,
even if aninjury forced him to
stop playing foothball.

In those days, a
player was required to play
both offense and defense, as
well as two college sports, to
maintain a scholarship. De-
spite the fact helmets had vir-
tually no padding and no face
guard, he escaped college
football without permenant
injuries. “I was knocked out
two or three times, but that is
about it,” he said. He did
suffer a knee injury his so-
phmore year, which kept him
out most of that season, but
managed to bounce back the
following year.

However, hisismost
memorable incident on the

field didn’t take place in ei-
ther of these games. Louisi-
ana Tech was playing rival
Northwestern State University
at the state fair in Shreveport.
Well over 4,000 people were

in attendance, a large number

in the 1950s. A defensive
back had been taking “cheap
shots” at him, according to
Rainbolt, all afternoon. Be-
cause the defensive corner-
back wasn’t on offense, he
couldn’t “get back at him,”
said Rainbolt.

It was a sweep left,
the pitch to Rainbolt was abad
one and bounced freely on the
ground. “Luckily,” he said, *

it dribbled around a couple of*

times and bounced up in my
arms.” He then scampered
around the left end and was
home free for the end zone.
To his far right, he spotted the
cornerback he had been quar-
reling with. Rainbolt changed

his course and headed toward
the defender. The two col-
lided at or near the goal line
and Rainbolt stepped in for
the score. In recalling the

story, Rainbolt leaned back

Hall of Fame

Russell Rainbolt as team co-cap-
tain in 1954 (above) and making a
shoestring tackle aganst the North-
western Demons in 1955. (Photos
courtesy of the Louisiana Tech
yearbook)

ion his chair, locked his hands
behind his head and said, “I
knocked him out.”

He smiled.

By the time Rainbolt
finished at Tech, his team had
compiled an overall record of
27-8-2 with three conference
titles. Keith Prince, sports in-
formationdirector at LA Tech,
said, “He (Rainbolt) still
shows up in a lot of records.
He was an awfully good run-
ning back and student.”

Rainbolt graduated
with a major in physics and a
math minor. He worked two
years as a physicist in Dallas
before teaching high school
math and science at Rayville.
After teaching at Northeast
Louisiana from 1962-1981,
Rainbolt spent the next four
years working as an Engineer-
ing Consultantbefore he came
to OQOuachita in 1985—3By
Corey Gillum
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