


























The ability was there all along but through
self-confidence the volleyball squad developed a

CHAMPIONSHIP TEA

en the volleyball team
began the 1988 season,
head coach Tona Wright

knew the team had the potential for a
championship season. What the
Tigerettes accomplished over a three
month period was an AIC title, a
District 17 championship and a trip
to the national tournament in Topeka,
KS. “I knew we could go this far,”
said Wright. “I knew the possibility
was there, but the probability de-
pended on the confidence the girls
felt within their own selves.”

The Tigerette ended the regu-
lar season sharing the AIC title with
Southern Arkansas University. The
OBU team then won the District 17
Tournament, which placed the Tiger-
ettes in a bi-district tournament with
the District 16 champion, Drury Col-
lege of Springfield, MS. After a hard-
fought five games, the Tigerettes
earned their way to the national tour-
nament.

The Tigerettes won their first
match in the NAIA tournament by

defeating High Point of North Caro-
lina 15-5,9-15,15-12. OBU then lost
to Southwestern University of Texas,
ranked number two nationally, 1-15,
8-15, and to Ft. Lewis of Colorado
15-17, 10-15. The Tigerettes were
then eliminated from the tournament
following a loss to Western Oregon,
ranked sixth nationally, 7-15, 14-16.
Despite the loss, Wright “was pleased
we played our last match working
together and playing consistently.”
“We should have played better in the
third and fourth matches, and we
should have beaten Ft. Lewis. South-
western was definately a much better
team individual skill-wise than we
were.”

Although the Tigerettes did
not come home a national champion,
they did leave their mark in the rec-
ord books and in the minds of play-
ers, coaches and fans around the
nation. “We’ve proven to ourselves
and everyone else that we are a na-
tional caliber team,” said Wright. This
was the first year in OBU history that

M

the volleyball team has won the AIC
title and District 17 championship in
the same year, and it was the first year
an AIC volleyball team has gone to
the national tournament.

Individual players have also
received recognition for their per-
formance this year. Out of the 240
players that competed at the national
tournament, Jean Burns ranked ninth
in attacks, and Burns and Carissa
Ross ranked fifteenth in kills. Burns,
Rossand Lisa Edwards received All-
AIC and All-NAIA honors for the
second year in a row. “That’s an
unusual accomplishmentnot only for
us, but any team in the conference,”
said Wright.

With a successful 1988 sea-
son behind her, Wright is looking
forward to next year’s team. She got
a glimpse of that team at national
when three freshmen played in the
last match. “They were all three on
the court at the same time and it made
me look forward to next year, too,”
she said—By the News Bureau

TIGERETTES

Members of the Tigerette volleyball team
are: (front) Amy Arnett, Kim Herndon,
Melissa Baird, Rhonda Fiser, (back) Student

Assistant Coach Ed Garza, Leslie Molton,
Lisa Edwards, Jean Burns, Belinda Burnett,
Cindy Key, Carissa Ross, Jenny Taylor and

Kelly Humphries.






















Bill Vining's retirement is a loss to
Ouachita and the Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference

AN ERA HAS ENDED

t would be safe to say

that Bill Vining, Sr. is

better known in basket-
ball circles outside the state than he
know inside Arkansas.

That might be because Vin-
ing, who retired August 31, 1989 as
the head basketball coach, never had
been one to publicize hisaccomplish-
ments.

Since 1954, however, Vin-
ing quietly earned areputation inside
college coaching circles as one of the
nation’s foremost basketball minds.

His summers have been spent
in Central America, South America,
Europeand Africacoaching US teams
in international competition.

When an assistant coach was
needed for the US team headed for
the World University Games , it was
Vining that the nation’s top amateur
basketball officials called.

A year later, when a head
coach was needed for the US team
scheduled to compete for the Yuri
Gagarin Cup in the Soviet Union, in
was Vining they called again.

‘When coaches were selected
for the US Olympic Trials in 1968,
1972 and 1976, Vining was the Ar-
kansas representative.

When players were picked in
1979 for the Pan American Games,
Vining was a key member of the
selection committee.

Vining has held every office
in the NAIA Basketball Coaches
Association. He has served as the
NAIA representative on the men’s
basketball committee of the Amateur
Basketball Associationand the NATA
representative to the US Olympic
Committee House of Delegates.
Throughitall, Vining somehow found
the time toraise six children, serve as
adeacon at Arkadelphia’s First Bap-
tist Church, serve on Arkadelphia’s
city board of directors and remain
active in the Lions Club.

Oh, in late 1985, he also
became the first college basketball
coach in the state to win 500 games.

“If James Naismith invented
the game, Bill Vining perfected it,”
an opposing coach once said.

Vining had plenty of oppor-
tunities to leave this town he has
called home for more than three
decades. Years ago, his credentials
already were impressive enough to
give him the chance to coach major-
college basketball. But Vining de-
cided to stay at his alma mater.

Did the international tours,
complete with extensive media cov-
erage, exotic destinations and big-
name players such as Irving “Magic”
Johnson, not give him the yearning to
try something different?

“Not really,” Vining an-
swered. “Ouachita is my home. With
an all-star team, you prepare in a
short period of time, play the games
and it is over. At Ouachita, we all
start together and work from the very
beginning as a unit.”

To understand that comment
was to understand Vining.

Ouachita’s basketball play-
ers traditionally were almost a part of
the Vining family. The coach feared
that if he left to go somewhere else,
that might not be the case.

Always, the mentor-student
relationship meant more to Vining
than the money and the headlines.

“When they became a mem-
ber of the Ouachita basketball pro-
gram, a lot of us took an interest in
them," said Vining's wife, Ann.

It was that kind of atmos-
phere that allowed the Vinings to
resist the temptation to move on.

Vining’s arrival in 1954 sig-
naled an upswing in Ouachita’s bas-
ketball fortunes. At that time, basket-
ball served as little more than a way
for the school’s football players to
stay in shape during the winter.

When Vining was hired, he
was young, a veteran of occupied
Japan, anewcomer to college coach-
ing. It was, though, a chance for him
to return to the school where he had
performed so well in football and
basketball, the school that took him
from the cotton fields near Eudora
and gave him a college education.

Vining helped Rab Rodgers
coach the football team that first fall,
and the Tigers struggled through a 3-

6 season. Then came basketball.

By 1957, the basketball Ti-
gers had earned a trip to the national
AAU tournament. Vining teams
would go on to win Arkansas Inter-
collegiate Conference championships
in 1963, 64, °70, ’72, 73, and ’78.

Tiger teams represented the
state in the NAIA national tourna-
ment in 1962, 64, *65, °72, *73 and
’78, reaching the semifinals in 1965.

But after all the seasons, all
the late-night drives through the dark-
ness, all the cruel winters, all the
overtimes and all the missed calls,
Bill Vining was tired.

He was not ready to retire,
mind you. Vining will devote his
time to his job as athletic director, a
position he has held since 1965, asso-
ciate professor of physical education
and golf coach.

“We have a rich tradition in
athletics,” said the man who is affec-
tionately know at “The Deacon”
among AIC basketball followers.

Quite simply, Vining be-
lieves in Ouachita, and Ouachita
believes in him.

“The caliber of students is so
exceptional that I never had any de-
sire toleave. Most of the other schools
I have visited don’t fit my convic-
tions, beliefs and philosophy.”

The truest test of Vinng was
probably the fact that around his
neighborhood, he was not known as
the state’s winningest coach. His was
known as a neighbor, a family man
and a friend.

There were few slow mo-
ments at the Vining home, located in
shaded hills near the Ouachita cam-
pus. There usually is a meal to cook a
phone to answer, a neighbor to greet,
a grandchild to play with.

At 1052 Phelps Circle in
Arkadelphia, the Vinings served as
proof that there are more important
things in this world than sports.

It’s just that beginning in
September of next year, Bill Vining
will have a little more time to enjoy
those things—by Rex Nelson, Ar-
kansas Democrat Washington Bu-
reau Chief



















































