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Imust say H 
Charles H. Ashcraft/ Executive Secretary 

Don't let it happen to you 
According to the testimony of some who have almost frozen to death, 

the experience deserves analysis. · At a certain point in the coldness the 
victim becomes detached from pain and contact with reality, actually fall
ing into a relaxed and serene mood. He is really freezing to death but he 
doesn't know it. His senses have become paralyzed to the extent that no 
alert to his dangerous conditions is possible from within. He is dying indeed 
and very pleasantly so, with no knowledge of it. Like ancient Ephriam (Ho
sea . 7:9), the first stages of unconsciousness were upon him but beyond 
the point of discernment. 

Phariseeism is the greatest peril of religion. It was so in the day of Christ 
and is equally so in our day. The finest Christian who ever lives in any gen
eration will be fortunate if this malady doesn't touch his life. in some de
bilitating manner. The dis.ease is so subtle, slow, quiet and takes hold upon 
the victim destroying all alert mechanisms without his awareness of what is 
happening. 

Some of the symptoms of Phariseeism are: (1) reduced interest in the 
overcoming life; (2) majoring upon the externals of the faith; (3} lessened 
concern for the oppressed; (4) diminishing delight in private Bible study, 
public worship, and .in personal witnessing; (5) increasing lethargy as to 
taking the initiative; (6) evaluating a fat cat proselyte a greater victory than 
the conversion of a lower income sinner; (7) giving when and where it will 
be noticed most; (8) reducing the faith to a system of negatives; (9) standing 
in the way of seeking sinners, destroying the evangelism potential of the 
church; (10) perpetual harassment of the pastor and his family; (11) the 
validation of respectability and decency above experiential encounter 
with Christ; 

· (12) adoption of elitism as a principle of in~olvement and enlistment; 
(13) the enthronement of self, money, mammon and self-righteousness; 
(14) inability to discern clearly right from wrong; (15) allowing a judge
mental spirit to obscure compassion; (16) conceit and self worship; (17) 
condescension to minority people; (18) looking but not seeing, listening 
but not hearing, learning but not doing. These symptoms among others will 
bear watching. 

· If constant vigilance is the price of freedom, it is also the price of the 
renewed life. The antiqote for Pharisees is daily renewal. There is no other 
way to avoid the perversion of reality as well as spiritual impoverishment. 
If this article has no message for you, it may indicate you have become a 
confirmed Pharisee beyond the point of self-help. If this article annoys you, 
you are not beyond the point of recall. 

I must say it! 

In this issue 

Rally speaker 4 
Paul Harvey, nationally-known 
writer and lecturer, will bring the 
patriotic message at the July 3 
Bicentennial rally as part of the 
'76 Life and Liberty Campaign. 

Arkansas people 7 
Among the Arkansas peop'le in the 
news are four who have received 
degrees from a Southern Baptist 
Seminary and two who will get de
grees tomorrow. 

A loaf of bread 8 
Americans make bread into cen
terpieces for their tables and use 
macaroni for handcrafts while 
adults and children in many places 
die for want of food. Baptists are 
urged to think about hunger. 

Outgoing president 16 
As Jaroy Weber ends his two years 
as president of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, he has some 
thoughts about where we are and 
where we are going. 
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The inspiration of the Bible 

Almost every Christian declares his belief in the 
inspiration of the Scriptures. But in recent years a var
iety of definitions has been assigned to the word "in
spiration." My own personal belief is that God's mes
sage is without error and is totally reliable "... for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect 
(complete), thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works." (II Tim. 3:16-17) 

Currently, there are at least four major ways of 
interpreting the inspiration of the Scriptures. The most 
liberal view is called the "intuition theory." Those 

'. holding to this concept maintain that the Bible is only 
an outgrowth of man's highest and most noble ideas. 
Proponents of this view say that the Scripture is in
spired in the same sense as other great literature. 
These people insist that the Word of God is no more 
inspired than Shakespeare. 

The second idea of interpretation held by liberal 
theologians is the "illumination theory." This view 
maintains that every believer is illumined by virtue of 
his relationship with God through Christ. But authors 
of the Bible are no more illumined than are Christians 
today. The Scripture, therefore, only conta~ns words 
of truth.. 

A third view of interpreting inspiration may be 
called the "mechanical or dictation theory." Those 
holding this concept believe that the Holy Spirit, either 
directly or indirectly, provided exact words for the 
Bible writers. Those opposing th is view say that it fails 
to account for the obvious differences in style and 
vocabulary between the various writers of the Bible. 

A fourth method of interpreting inspiration may 
be called the "dynamical theory." This concept, which 
is held by many Southern Baptist theologians, is stated 

Guest editorial 
The power of small churches 

Charles Chaney, a Southern Baptist leader in the 
North Central States (Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Wis
consin, Minnesota and Iowa) claims big churches are 
not as effective as I ittle churches. He says, "Church.es 
of over 3,000 members in the SBC last year averaged 
122 baptisms. Churches with 49 or less members aver
aged two baptisms. The average membership of these 
little churches was J4. That is one baptism for every 
17 members. The average membership of churches 
over 3,000 was 4,340. That is one baptism for every 35.5 
members. Tiny, baby, struggling churches with 49 
members or less baptize at a ratio twice as good as 
large churches . . . 1,000 churches with 30 members 
would win twice as many as 10 churches with 3,000 
members." 

June 3, 1976 

The editor's page 
J. Everett Sneed 

by Dr. A. H. Strong as he said, "The Scripture writers 
appear to have been so influenced by the Holy Spirit 
that they perceived and felt even the new truths they 
were to publish, as discoveries of their own minds, 
and were left to the action of their own minds in the 
expression of these truths, with the single exception 
that they were supernaturally held back from these
lection of wrong words, and when needful were pro
vided with the right ones." (Systematic Theology, 
Three Volumes in One, Judson Press, 12th Edition, 
July, 1949, page 216) 

Obviously, both the dictation and dynamical in
terpretation of inspiration arrive at the same con
clusion - that the Bible is God's message to all man
kind, wholly and completely free of error. We believe 
that an individual's choice of words to express belief 
in the Word of God are not as signi,ficant as one's belief 
in the absolute integrity of the original Scriptures. 

None of the original manuscripts mainly written in 
Greek and Hebrew are available today. We have only 
copies and translations of the originals. There is, how
ever, adequate evidence that the original documents 
were infallible and inerrant. 

There are many evidences. of the reliability of 
God's Holy Word. A few of these are the fulfillment of 
prophecy, the unity of the Scriptures, the influence of 
the Bible in producing redemptive results, and its con
tinuing appeal to the conscience and the nature Qf 
man. It shoutd be noted that much of the Bible has 
been documented by archeology and secular sources. 

In short, the Bible is God's message to us. We 
should love it, live by it, and make it our guide for all 
of our activities. To the extent we do this, we will know 
the blessings of God, and the peace of God which 
passes all understanding shall keep our hearts and 

·minds through Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:7) 

Chaney insisted he was not arguing against large 
churches. He says that small churches help · big 
churches. "Let me remind you that big churches come 
from little churches - nowhere else. That is true in 
two ways. All big churches were at one time small. 
But, every large church is composed of hundreds of 
Christians that were won to Christ in small churches. 
Every church in the SBC with more than 3,000 mem
bers is surrounded by hundreds of small churches that 
share Christ in every socio-economic stratum of the 
society. Hundreds of little Baptist churches preach
ing the Gospel to all different peoples that make up 
our society make large churches more likely to occur." 
- Editor Elmer Ciray in the "California Southern Bap-
tist" · 
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a resident of Jacksonville, Fla., made a 
generous challenge pledge of,$10,000 to 
launch the campaign . The women stuOne layman's opinion 
dents have r,ow written Ouachita 
women among the alumni to ask their 

Daniel R. Grant I President, OBU help in matching this challenge, two
for-one. 

Are women more generous than men? 

Something is happening at Ouachita 
Baptist University these days that may 
help us answer an ancient question -
" Are women more generous than 
men?" Women students living in the 
oldest building on Ouachita's campus, 
Cone Bottoms Qorrriitory, constructed 
in 1923, have launched a '.'For Women 
Only" campaign to raise money to reno 
vate the building. 

It all started when some of the girls 
living in .Cone Bottoms heard rumors 
that we were planning to air-condition 
the second floor rooms this summer. 
They came to the president's office 
stating in no uncertain terms that, even 
though air conditioning is needed, 
many other improvements and especial ~ 
ly renovation of the lobby are more 

On July 3 

urgently needed. I must admit that they 
were much more familiar with the de
tails of needs in Cone Bottoms Dormi
tory than I was. They -knew just which 
chairs had become unstuffed, which 
carpets had become threadbare, and 
which plumbing seemed to perform 
like that of a medieval castle. The more 
we talked the ll).Ore it became obvious 
the grand old building of their mothers 
and grandmothers just wasn't what she 
used to be. 

That's when they suggested a "For 
Women Only" campaign to raise money 
to get a better start on restoring th is 
fine dormitory to her earlier beauty and 
usefulness. On hearing of the effort, 
Mrs. Garth Akridge, one of the first oc
cupants of Cone Bot~oms Hall, and now 

Gifts are already coming in in good 
numbers, and I have the distinct impres
sion that our Ouachita women just may 
be responding more quickly and more 
generously than our Ouachita men re
spond each year to the Christmas letter 
requesting alumni support for Ouach
ita. Mind you, it is just an impression, 
and it is the first time we have ever 
aimed such an appeal to women only. 
I have always heard that women control 
the purse strings in our nation, so it just 
may be that our male chauvinist Vice 
President for Development, Dr. Ben 
Elrod, will learn a lesson in this day of 
women's liberation about the compara
tive generosity of women. 

If it is true that women are more gen
erous than men, this may explain why 
Ouachita is known as the "Queen" of 
the college world, rather than the 
"King." 

Paul Harvey will bring patriotic message at rally 
Paul · Harvey - chosen as the First 

Annual Colonial American "modern 
Minute Man and American Patriot who 
communicates nationwide the true 
spirit of '76" - will deliver the patriotic 
address at the statewide rally in Little 
Rock July 3. 

Sponsored by the Life and ~iberty 
Committee in cooperation with two 
other statewide Baptist groups, the 
stadium rally is expected to attract up
ward ,of 50,000 from all sections of the · 
state. 
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Paul Harvey 

Other headliners include Anita Bry
ant, star of television, radio and stage, 
who will present a concert, and Manuel 
Scott, California pastor and lecturer, 
who will bring an evangelistic message. 

Harvey, known nationwide for his 
articulation of basic Americanism, has 
been described as "the world's largest 
one man news network." This "net
work" is comprised of 600 radio sta
tions, 100 television stations and 300 
newspapers. 

His commentaries, best summarized 
as "courageous," have resulted in Har
vey's being referred to as the "burr 
under the saddle of the American con
science." 

The recipient of 10 honorary degrees, 
he has been named Radio's Man of the 
Year, elected to the Hall of Fame in his 
home state of Oklahoma and received a 
host of other honors including Com
mentator of the Year, Salesman of the 

Year, American of the Year and the 
Gallup Poll list of America's Most Ad
mired Men. 

"Esquire" magazine described him 
as "the v~ice of the silent majority," 

. and Dr. Kenneth Wells ter.med Harvey 
"as resolute and fearless a patriot as the 
annals of American history will ever 
record." He has earned 10 Freedoms 
Foundation certificates and honor med
als. 

The two-hour bicentennial celebra
tion will get underway in War Memor
ial Stadium, Little Rock, at '11 a.m. A 

. number of motor caravans, including 
church buses, .are expected to swell at
tendance. 

Other highlights include an Air Na
tional Guard flyover, music by a mass 
band and special numbers by a 2,000-
voice choir. 

Free tickets are being distributed 
through cooperating churches. 

************************************ 
Rally Highlights 
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, July 3 
Place: War Memorial Stadium, Little Rock 
Highlights: Appearances by Anita Bryant, Paul Har.vey and Manuel Scott; 2,000 

voice choir; mass band concert; Air Guard flyover 
Admission: Free (tickets are available through your church). There will be a charge 

for parking in the near vicinity of the stadium; 
Atten~ance Goal: 50,000 



_______________ 

The young people of Central Church, Hot Springs, have performed a youth musi
cal which has been performed by no other group. It is an adaptation of the book, 
"The Alleluia Affair," by Malcolm Boyd, and was written by Kaye Bracken, the 
church's director of music, and Mike Butler, education and youth director. The 
presentation used tapes, slides, pantomime, narration, and special lighting. Original 
songs were composed by Mrs. Bracken, Butler, and Mrs. Caralyn Verble. To per
form the musical, the group had to do some electrical rewiring and record special 
sound effects, such as glass exploding. The youth choir presented "The Alleluia 
Affair" on the evenings of May 13 and 14. (Photo courtesy Hot Springs Sentinel
Record) 

Arkansas all over 
Conway church holds dedication 

Emmanuel Church, near Conway, 
held a dedication of its new church 
bu ii ding on May 2. The new 2;160 sq. 
ft . building has an estimated value of ap
proximately $70,000. The church was 
able to erect the new facility at a cost of 
about $30,000 with use of donated labor. 
The congregation owes $16,000 on the 
new facility. 

The new auditorium will seat approxi
mately 175 people. The building has a 
church study, a nursery, a baptistry, 
two Sunday School rooms, and two rest
rooms. It is completely carpeted and has 
central heat and air conditioning. 

Pastor Jack Be?'.n brought the ded i
catory message. Speaking from Psalms 
122:1, Bean said, "The church should 
be the most influential institution in 
the world. It is good to see the church 
full of people, but it is much better to 
see the people full of the church ." 

Bean said, "Our church should be a 
living church . The deadest thing in the 
world is a dead church. And the greatest 
thing in the world is a l iving church. 
A l iving church is one that will be having 
an impact on the I ives of young peo
ple." In conclusion Bean emphasized 
the importance of the church being a 
soul winning institution . 

The program also included a dedica-

June 3, 1976 

Southern Baptist 
College adds courses 

Southern Baptist College; Walnut 
Ridge, has expanded its curriculum for 
the fall semester. New courses that will 
be taught are in the fields of health, 
physical education, and recreation. 

An introductory course on church 
recreation will provide interpretation, 
objectives, history and philosophy of 
recreation in the church and its rela
tionship and contribution to the total 
church ministry. 

Campcraft skills will provide the 
"how-to" approach in specialized areas 
of campcraft including toolcraft, fire
craft and ropecraft. Th is also includes 
gear and shelter, campside cooking, 
orienteering and backpacking. 

Study of resources and skills needed 
to lead group singing along with a re
view of recreational music materials 
will be found in the course on recrea
tional music and song leading. 

Social recreation will be a course on 
the planning, promotion, and conduct
ing .of various types of events. 

Camping and outdoor recreation is a 
course aimed at giving an understand
ing of organizational, administrative, 
and programming aspects of camping 
and recreation in an outdoor setting. 

All of these new courses will earn the 
student regular semester hours that will 
go towards an associate of arts degree. 

buildings 
tory prayer by Ken Wilson; invocation 
by Carrol Brewer, chairman of the 
building committee; scripture and pray
er by Jack Brazier; and historical high
I ights presented by Farris Wilson . Spe
cial recognition was given to Ronald 
Scholtz and Amil Wilson for their work 
in constructing the new facility. 

Because the building was built with donated /abor, Emmanuel Church was 
able to erect a $70,000 house of worship for only $30,000. (ABN photo) 

Pages 

Pastor Bean believes that the church 
has a bright future. He said, "Our new 
facility should enable us to do a more 
effective job in reaching the people of 
our community. As long as our people 
work together and follow the leader
ship of the Holy Spirit our future is 
bright." 



by R. Wlbur Herring . 
The biggest thing before Arkansas 

Baptists this yHr is the statewide Rally 
on July 3 at the War Memorial Stadium 
in Little Rock. Our convention and the 
conventions affiliated with the National 
Convention will be trying for a goal of 
50,000 people in attendance. 

This Rally is important for several 
reasons. First it will demonstrate our 
zeal for evangelism and our sincerity 
in patriotism. It is fitting that the black 
and white Baptists of Arkansas should 
join in such a giant undertaking during 
the bicentennial year of our· nation . 
We will emphasize Godly patribtism and 
at the same time have a golden oppor
tunity to present the gospel to a great 
multitude. 

You know the attractive program. 
The nationally · known commentator 
Paul Harvey will be speaking, the dy
namic preacher Manuel Scott will be 
preaching an evangelistic message and 
the charmine Anita Bryant will close the 
program with her testimony in song. 
There will be a 2,000 voice choir, con
gregational singing, pledge of allegiance 
to the flag, and many more features to 
make th is the greatest celebration of the 
Bicentennial year. 

On the platform will be most of the 
outstanding dignitaries of our state. 
A professional firm has been employed 
to build the platform and to supply the 
stadium with the very best sound equip
ment. It will be an occasion remem
bered by your children all the days of 
their lives. It is truly a once in a life
time experience. 

The Associations, the colleges, the 
churches are making thorough plans to 
assure a great attendance. In Jonesboro 
we are told that the Great Southern 
Coach Company has had 10 of their 
largest busses. reserved and chartered ' 
by the churches in our association. Our 
church with a committee of dynamic 
young men and their wives are getting 
reservations for three chartered busses, 
plus our touring bus and many others 
going by automobile. 

While we are busy getting a great 
attendance from our churches we 
should include some unsaved people. 
Why not contact all of the unsaved peo
ple in your Sunday School and make a 

The minister and his ministry 

Coming to terms with money 
by Larry Baker 

(seventh in a series) 
"Is there more to thing they would be unwilling to do 

money than meets themselves - namely, to meet great ex
the eye?" is a ques pectations on inadequate salary. 
tion that I raised one What of the minister and his money? 
time with two dozen First, he must learn to manage his 
pastors. The discus money. If am in ister is to meet the needs 
sion that followed is of his family and himself in today's 
summed up with a world, he must use his money to its best 
single word, "yes!" advantage. A family budget is essential; 

They were right: learn the skill of handling money. Also, 
money is more than he must learn the difference between · 
a medium of ex "need" and "desire." Ministers face

Dr. Bakerchange that buys the same· pressures as others in our 
goods and services. Money has a sym society - "buy, buy, buy·." Advertis
bolic and representative quality. Today ing's constant barrage often births de
money represents status and power, sire for things that may be "nice," but 
security and confidence, freedom and unnecessary; know the difference. 
achievement. In ow world salaries rep Again, the minister should be careful 
resent the value that society places on with financial obligations. The minister 
an individual. Yes, there's much more to who defaults here soon loses the re 
money than meets the eye! spect of the community in which he 

Jesus understood that. He said re works. The simple rule is this, "pay your 
peatedly that what one does with his debts; meet your obligations." Also, 
money shows his commitment, or lack develop the grace of receiving. Often, 
of it, to the Kingdom. He also knew people want to share good things with 
that people invest their money in what their ministers; one can receive gra
they think is important. ciously . And, don't expect discounts. 

Ministers must come to terms with A minister with his hand out for special 
money - with how they feel about it, treatment is an unworthy representative 
what they do with it, and how they man of his calling. 
age it; sometimes, they must deal with Ministers and laypersons alike live 
how they feel about living on a shoe under the same Kingdom standard: 
string in the midst of an affluent society. stewardship. All of life is God's gift. 
Churches also must come to terms with That means that we're responsible to 
money - especially the salaries which God for the way we use all of our money 
they pay to their mihisters. Churches and not just the 10 percent (or more) 
are r•esponsible for providing adequate that we "give" to the church. 
ly for their ministers; and ministers Money --,- it's hard to I ive with and it's 
are responsible for using wisely the hard to live without, even for ministers. 
dollars which are theirs. · Money isn't an end in itself; it is a means 

Salaries are important. Paul wrote a to an end. It is to be used wisely for 
great deal about th is and his word is human needs and for the glory of God. 
clear : the "labourer is . worthy of his Perhaps Paul's. general word can help 
hire." (II Cor. 11:7-8; I Tim. 5:17-18; us handle the particular issue of money 
I Cor. 9:7-14; see also Lk. 10:7) No one - "whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
becomes a minister to "make money." of God." (I Cor. 10:31) . 
However, a church should not expect Dr. Baker is pastor of First Church, 
the minister and his family to do some- Fayetteville. 

special effort to enlist them in this good 
time? They can witness the sweet fellow
ship of the people on the busses. They Groups - Reserve Now For The 
can hear the gospel clearly proclaimed. 
They can be thrilled with the great choir Great Passion Play, 
and the congregational singing. And it America's no. 1 drama! 
is I ikely they could go forward on the Tickets, lodging, recreation and 
invitation and accept the Lord Jesus 

.meals only $11 a person at as their Savior. 
This is really what it is all about as we KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM 

also honor our beloved country that has RESORT 
given us the liberty to gather and preach Rt. 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72832 
the gospel. ' Phone(501)253-8418This is Life and Liberty at its best. 
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Arkansas all over ---------'---------People 

OwenHenderson 

Two Arkansas stu
dents will receive 
degrees this week 
from' one Southern 
Baptist seminary, 
and four others al
ready have been 
awarded their de
grees from another 
schooL 

Scheduled to re-
ceive degrees in Rouse 
commencement ex-
ercises tomorrow at Southern Semi
nary, Louisville, Ky.; are David Hender
son and Ben Owen. Henderson, a native 
of Little Rock, will receive the master 
of divinity degree. He is a graduate of 
Ouachita University. Owen, pastor of 
Second Church, Camden, will receive 
the doctor of ministry degree. He holds 
degrees from Ouachita University and 
Southern Seminary. 

They are among more than 230 stu·
dents to receive degrees. Speaker at 
the ceremonies will be Porter Routh, 
executive secretary-treasurer of the 

Seminary degrees go to six Arkansans 

Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

When commencement was held at 
New Orleans Seminary May 15, four Ar
kansans received degrees. They were 
part of a graduating class of nearly 150: 

Three of the four from Arkansas got 
the master of divinity degree. Lannie 
Wilson Smith, who is from Dumas, is a 
graduate of the University of Arkansas, 
and is married tb the former Ladonna 
Frances Byrd of Pine Bluff. He is now 
serving Towaliga Church, Jackson, Ga. 

Stewart Watson Thibault, who is pas
tor of Grosse Tete Church, Grosse Tete, 
La., is from North Little Rock. He is a 
graduate of Lou isiana State University, 
and is married to the former Phyllis 
Howze of Baton Rouge. 

David Glenn Rouse is a graduate of 
Ouachita University and a native of 
Ft. Smith. He is married to the former 
Karen Christian. 

Glendell Burks of Leachville received 
the diploma in pastoral ministry de
gree. He is married to the former Shel
vie Divilbiss of Berkeley Springs, W. Va. 

On Sunday, May 2, Grand Avenue Church, Hot Springs, had a most unusual inter
racial service. Three children representing three different ethnic backgrounds -

. Japanese, Caucasian, and Black - were all saved under the preaching of State Evan
gel ist Clarence Shell, who was the guest for the day. The church has experienced 
unusually fast growth under the leadership of Pastor Glenn Riggs. On several oc
casions the average attendance has exceeded the 800 mark and on one occasion 
the church had 1,005 in attendance. 

From left to right, those making decisions were Naomi Takahasi, Diane Cox, 
and Revena Christon. 
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Stephen Paul 
Davis is now pastor
ing First Church, 
Sparkman. A native 
of Muskogee, Okla ., 
he is a graduate of 
the University of 
Oklahoma, Norman, 
and Southwestern 
Seminary. He is mar
ried to the former 
Jo n y a W r i g h t, Davis 
daughter of Dr. and 
M,s. John Wright of Little Rock. Dr. 
Wright is pastor of First Church, Little 
Rock. Davis has done special ministry 
work in Texas and California. While at
tending the seminary he did revival 
work and youth, single young adult and 
married young couples retreats. He has 
also worked in summ.er church camps. 

_____br~efly 
Homer Martinez of Dallas, Tex., was 

evangelist when Central Church, Mag
nolia held a revival April 18-25. Jimmy 
Snelen of Dallas directed music. There 
were 41 professions of faith. Thirteen 
came by letter and eight other decisions 
were made. Loyd L. Hunnicutt is pastor. 

~ Baptist 
0 heritage 

hv lkr rH· ~ 1' . 'wl p h 

After the· Civil War Baptists North 
and South joined hands in assisting their 
Black brethren establish their religious 
work. 

The Home Society held its annual ses
sion in St. Louis, May, 1865, and reso lved 
to pursue missionary work among the 
Freedmen. The Southern Baptist Con
vention was invited to cooperate in this 
effort. 

The two bodies joined forces, estab
lished schools, raised money for books 
and clothing, as well as tuition. Special 
emphasis was placed upon training 
preachers and teachers for secondary 
schools. Teachers were impressed with 
the responsibility of winning students 
to Christ, and those converted in the 
schools were sent forth to become 
teachers, pastors, pastors' wives, and 
missionaries to their own people as they 
established their churches. Industrial 
education was given in nearly all the 
schools. 

And that's how Baptists were helping 
unite all brethreh after years of con
flict 100 years ago. 
□ Thomas Armitage, A History of the 

Baptists, Bryan, Taylor, and Co., New 
York, 1887, pp. 848-9. 
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Woman's viewpoint 
Iris O'Neal Bowen 

The discovery of the written word 
The impact of the written word is been doing real well at getting things 

gradually being revealed to ,grand out of her system. 
daughter Michele, who is about to fin Her mother found her letter to the 
ish the second grade. Although her tooth fairy not l~ng ago, and it went 
spelling is running behind her ability like th is: 
to put down what she thinks, she has "Dear Tooth Fery, I like you but you 

A loaf of bread 
by Helene Stallcup 

Entering a residence recently, I came upon two women admiring a loaf 
of bread. No, I wasn't visiting in Bangladesh. I wasn't even in Appalachia, 
nor in the poorest section of town. 

The bread being admired was deliciously baked, browned, crusted .. , 
aml shellacked! It was also beribboned with a bright little fruity bow, an at
tractive and novel centerpiece for a dining room table! I should have smiled 
and said, "How lovely!" I could not. I had seen just such loaves of bread 
clutched under a poor wotkman's arm in Africa. I had given portions of such 
loaves to the many beggars who regularly stopped at our gate in Spain. And 
even more grippingly, I remembered articles I had just read-on world hunger, 
and saw, again, pictures of the starving in India and Bangladesh. 

Yes, that loaf of bread represented our indifference to the anguish so 
comfortably beyond our vision. In fact, that one loaf of bread made me more 
aware of waste and indifference than I had eve, been before. 

I began to remember all the macaroni I had strung in Bible school, the 
rice and beans I had pasted, the flour I had used to make clay. I could go on 
into a hundred, maybe a thousand, ways I have contributed to the wrong use 
of food in our land, but it grows too painful. 

Consume! Consume, we are told, and our whol-e economy is based on it. 
We saw a little of what happened when President Ford said to tighten our 
belts, and stop spending. I wouldrr't want to endanger our economy by sug
gesting that we stop eating, but w'ouldn't it be worth something to try not to 
waste so much? And couldn't surplus food be given to needy countries? If 
we wasted less, there would be more surplus. 

· Never being one to eat the heel on a loaf of bread, I have had to make 
some changes in my habits. I always thought thrift with food was for people 
who were poor, and I had had enough of that. But, ·now I keep bread in the 
freezer until the day it is required. Stale slices are saved up for French toast. 
Toast from breakfast can be cubed and dressed for lunchtime's soup. 

With a working family eating at different hours, I am never quite sure 
how many can be expected for dinner, so leftovers have become a problem. 
But no more apologies! I have been known to serve leftover5 rather proudly 
for two days in a row. I wish I would say they are always received as enthus-
iastically. · 

Eating out is a delightful solution to the food waste problem. Th is pleases 
the whole family, since there are no leftovers for me to worry about, and none 
for them to welcome back around. 

However, watch out for the "all you can eat" places. On our anniversary, 
my husband took me to the most delectible buffet in town. I had worked all 
day and was starving. With only one trip past the steam table, the tempt'\tion 
to overload was too much. Before long the choice was narrowed down to 
waste or gluttony. I chose the former and comforted myself with a lesson 
learned. ' 

A loaf of 'bread represents the material, the temporal, and must not be 
prized too hishly, but even our Lord gathered up the fragments. Will we not 
be held responsible for waste and unconcern today? 

Mrs. Stallcup, a member of First Church, Cabot, has contributed to efforts 
lo save the starving people of the world. Contributions should be sent 
through the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, Ark. 
72203. These must be clearly marl<ed for world hunger relief. 

·didn· bring me any mony .under my pelo. 
Wy didn you? Sine rite here--- 

and tell me wy you 
didn, Love, Michele." 

Then, one day she saw a movie on 
T.V. where a little girl decided to run 
away. Two or three times she mentioned 
the possibility that she., too, might run 
away, but Mother didn't worry. When 
her mother saw her struggling over a 
sheet of paper, she asked our child 
what she was writing. 

"I have been writing you a letter," 
she was told, and Michele stood by ex
pectantly as the letter was read . . 

The short, but to the point, epistle 
went something I ike th is: 

"Dere Mother, I am runing away, 
Love, Michele." 

At the bottom of the page there were 
four check marks. 

"What are these for?" Mother asked. 
"Oh, I am going to put a check mark 

every time I feel like running away," 
Michele answered. 

Said child also loves to read, which 
is as it should be, if she_is going to pur
sue her early talent. She I ikes to read 
the Bible, and one day · when she had 
been bad, her mother asked, "Now, 
Michele, what was that you read in the 
Bible just last night?" 

"Oh, I don't know," she retorted, 
"I don't pay any attention to what the 
Bible says! When I read the Bible, I just 
read the Bible!" 

Nine Arkansas students 
get degrees at Mempbis 

Nine Arkansas students were among 
the 24 students graduated from Mid
America Seminary, Memphis, Tenn., 
on May 13. 

Receiving the diploma in Christian 
theology were William Thomas Branch 
of Brinkley, Richard Alan Gates of North 
Little Rock, Edmond Patrick Lewis of 
Paris, and Robert Lou is Richardson of 
Cabot. · 

The master of theology degree was 
conferred upon Donald Ray Dunavant 
of Cotton Plant,- Forrest Eugene Lowry 
111 of Little Rock, James Harold Scott 
of Mountain View, and Donald Ray Sim
mons of England . 

John David Floyd of Hot Springs re
ceived the doctor of theology degree. 
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Baptist, military chaplains 
hold concurrent conferences 

Thirty chaplains attended ~ con
ference at Camp Paron, May 10-12 
which was arranged and directed by 
Wilson Deese, Director of Chaplaincy 
Ministries for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention and State Staff Chaplain for 
the Arkansas National Guard. Because 
of the ·overlapping concerns, confer
ences for Baptist chaplains and military 
chaplains ran concurrently. The Adju
tant General, MG Thomas C. Armstrong, 
had asked Chaplain Deese to provide a 
school for the 12 National Guard chap
lains. 

Principle leaders were MG Thomas 
Armstrong, Chaplain James Ke lly RADM 
(ret), and ABSC Executive Sec_retary 
Charles Ashcraft. Other pr.ogram pe r
sonalities included Chaplain (LTC) Ray 
Davis of Ft. Sam Houston, Tex ., and 
Sgt. Dorothy Sealy of the National 
Guard, Malvern. Davis is assistant to 
the Fifth Army, relating to National 
Guard and Army Reserve chaplains in a 
four state area. Sgt. Sealy spoke about 
"why a woman would want to be in the 
National Guard." 

Elvin Crandell, a Presbyterian clergy
man, presented a paper on his work 
with police chaplaincy. · Crandell has 
led in the establishing of many chap
laincies with pol ic;e departments in 
Arkansas, several directed by Baptist 
pastors, and he is prepared to present 
the program to any police department 
and group of ministers anywhere in 
the state. "The hurts of any person are 
the concerns of the police chaplain, 
regardless of which side of the law the 
hurting person stands," Crandell said. 

Paul Dodd, Oscar Golden, Jim Conard 
and Clayburn Bratton led discussion 
groups provid ing sharing experiences 
for ministers who serve in unique areas. 

Dr. Ashcraft was the first one to ar
rive at the conference site, and one of 
the last to leave. He reserved time for 
the fellowship with all these in special
ized ministry, because, as he said, "I 
need it more than anyone." "Having 
been a chaplain, he well knows the 
heart of chaplains and relates well to 
them," Deese said . "His paper on "Cri
ses of Chaplains," presented in the last 
session, indicated the depth of his sur
vey· as well as the depth of his concern. 
No one hurts more with fellow minis
ters, nor does anyone pray for healing 

· more than Executive Secretary Ash
eraft." 
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James Kelly led sess ions pertaining Kelly explained the trauma accompany
to the chaplain and his career, adequate ing his experience in retiring as Chief 
theological basis for ministry and serv of Chaplains of the Navy, when his flag 
ing during retirement. Chaplain Kelly with two stars was hauled down and 
states that there are many opportunities handed to him. Suddenly he became a 
for service as he settles down as a re civ ilian and was unemployed. "But, I 
tiree. His last topic was "When the Flag had the cross," he said, "and that means 
is Hauled Down, Whe re is the Cross?" I have a job." 

Chaplain Deese (second from left) and MG Arm
strong (second from right) find Camp Paron a good Joe Rubert, Rehab Center 
place for informal talk. chaplain, shared his exper

iences. 

Crandell 

· Executive Secretary Charles Ashcraft (left) and Chaplain 
James Kelly RADM (ret.) were speakers for the conference. 
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Your state convention at work ______________~ 
Reach Out: A unique strategy of high school evangelism 

Phase 1: Lead 
Reach Out builds 

around the Leader
ship Family. 

The Leadership 
Family involves a 
group of - volunteer 
adult leaders of 
young people in the 
church (business
men, housewives, 
college. students, Guthrie 
etc.) It 1s for those 
people who are willing to commit them
selves to Chris.t and to kids! 

The people who participate in the 
Leadership Family take the responsibil-

The bookshelf___ 
A Field of Diamonds, compiled by . 

Joseph S. Johnson, Broadman Press, is a 
delightful, yet inspirational anthology 
of prose and poetry gathered_ from the 
writings of such great people ·as George 
W. Truett, Fanny J. Crosby, Edgar Lee 
Masters and Billy Graham, to name only 
a few. Yet it contains the literary efforts 
of every-day people like you and me. 

This book is filled with uplifting 
thoughts on nearly any subject, some of 
which are: "Home," "Praise," "Prayer," 
"Wisdom," and many others. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson is quoted in the 
section on faith: 

"All I have seen teaches me to trust 
the Creator for all I have not seen." 

A large book, beautifully bound in 
silver with blue lettering, A Field of Dia
monds is highly suitable for gift-giving. 
For those who give devotionals, there 
should be quotes, excerpts from other 
sources and poetry suit able for nearly 
any subject. 

For inspirational reading, yo'u need 
not look any further. 

This book may be purchased from 
your Baptist Book Store. - Iris O'Neal 
Bowen 

Save Son Your 
Church Furnishings 

Wagoner Bros. 
Booneville, Ark. 

Ph: 848-3506 or 875-2481 
Write: P.O. Box 987 

Ft. Smith, Ark. 

Pa 'e 10 

by Neal Guthrie 
(second in a series) 

ity for developing a I ifestyle of evan  ship Family. 
gelism in teenagers. These adults are 3. That the adult leaders of young 
the "model of love" that young people people involve themselves in a consist
need to see. This love is generated ent ministry with young people. 
through the power of Jesus Christ which Paul gives the key to the Leadership 
flows through the individuals in the Family: "For you must teach others 
Leadership Family. those things you and many others have 

heard me speak about. Teach these 
The Leadership Family has three basic great truths to trustworthy men who 

purposes: : . will, in turn, pass them on to others." 
· (II Tim. 2:2 TLB) The Leadership Family 1. That the adult leaders of young 

becomes these faithful men who trainpeople will grow spiritually in a matur
young people to become faithful ining relationship to Jesus Christ. 
their commitment to Jesus Christ! Con

2. That the adult leaders of young tact Neal Guthrie, Arkansas Baptist State 
people experience deep relationships Convention, Evangelism Department, 
with other adult leaders in the Leader- P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, Ark . 72203. 

Stewardship 

Marvin· Reynolds to serve 
as missionary-in-residence 

Marvin R. Rey served other pastorates in Arkansas 
nolds, missionary to and Texas and also taught school in 
Botswana,. joins the , both states. 
Arkansas Baptist Reynolds is a native of Pine Bluff, and 
State Convention a graduate of Southern Baptist College 
later th is month as a at Walnut Ridge and Ouachita Baptist 
missionary-in  University at Arkadelphia. He also is a 
residecce. This graduate of Southwestern Seminary in 
means that in place Ft. Worth. 
of the usual deputa The Reynolds will reside in Little Rock 
tion assignments in a missionary home provided by Im
given to furloughing manuel Church. They can be contactedReynoldsmissionaries, he will either directly there or through this 
serve during his year of furlough as an department. - Roy F. Lewis, Secretary 
associate in the Stewardship-Coopera of Stewardship-Cooperative Program 
tive Program Department. 

His responsibilities will relate primari
ly to the interpretation and promotion 
of the Cooperative Program. He will 
utilize his experiences on the mission 

. field to personalize the Cooperative 
Program and to demonstrate its rela
tionship to the local church. 

He will accept speaking engagements, 
lead conferences, write stories .and 
articles, and help plan promotional mat
erials. He will be available to churches, 
pastors, or associations. 

Marvin Reynolds and his wife Beth IMMEDIATE CASH FOR 
were the first Southern Baptist mission STERLING FLATWAREaries appointed to Botswana by the 

WE PAY.TOP PRICES!Foreign Mission Board. During their first We pay cash for active, inactive, obsolete 
year, which was 1967, they spent most of patterns - full sets, partial sets, odd pieces.
their time learning the Tswana language Send pattern name & manufacturer, or drawing, 
while they were stationed in Francis photo, etc. along with a list of the pieces you 

have to sell. You'll get a prompt reply withtown. 
our cash offer. Write todayIAt .the time of his appointment, Rey

Walter Drake Silver Exchangenolds was pastor of the First Church in 
5636 Drake Bldg., Colorado Springs, Colo. 80940Antlers, Okla. Prior to that he had 

!• I 
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July 3 rally band 
formed from area churches 

Wesley McCoy, choir when they sing. 
Director of Band, Band rehearsals will be held at the 
UALR, will conduct band building at UALR on Tuesday and 
the band at the Bi Thursday evenings beginning June 1. 
centennial Rally at Band members are invited to attend any 
War Memorial Sta of these rehearsals you can . The final 
dium. The band is rehearsal will begin at 8:30 a.m. on 
being formed from Rally Day, July 3. 
players from South Those wishing to play in the band 
ern and National should check with their music director 
Baptist Churches, or pastor for information. You may 
plus members of the Dr. McCoy also contact the Church Music Depart
summer community ment in Little Rock if more informa
band at UALR. tion is needed. The address is P.O. Box 

The band will play a 20-minute pre 552, Little Rock, 72203. - Ervin Keathley, 
lude to the Rally and will accompany the Music Coordinator 

Youth Adult 
music conference 

June21-26, 1976 
Ouachita Baptist University and First Church 

Don Cooper 
camp pastor 

Don Wyrtzen 
choral director 

a patriotic musical by 
John Peterson 

and 

Don Wyrtzen 

Friday evening public performance - 8 p.m. 
Mitchell Auditorium 

State music tournament finals 1 :30 p.m., Tuesday -
First Church 

Jean Pilcher . . . Choir rehearsal director 
Mary Shambarger . . . AH-state choir director 

Charles Butler. Band director 

Send registration to Church Registration form In
Music Department, P.O. Box 552, music ministry notebook 
Llttle Rock, 72203. 

Diana Lee 

Diana Lee 

writes on BSU 
"Several months ago I became 

a Christian at Henderson State 
University, and I can't tell you 
how happy and fulfilled my life 
has been. 

"When I was in grade school 
and Junior High I thought I was a 
Christian, but the whole idea of 
church seemed like a routine and 
it never meant anything to me. 
Then when my family and I 
moved, I completely turned away 
from Christ. My life was unhappy 
and I didn't have many friends. 
I felt there had to be another 
way. 

"I realized I needed to become 
a Christian but I didn't have any 
friends who would help me start 
my journey. 

"One day I was sitting in my 
room at Henderson State Univer
sity and the associate BSU di
rector came in and talked to me. 

· It all started there, and I began to 
attend Reach Out at the Baptist 
Student Center. Soom I became a 
Christian. 

"I am so thankful that my col 
lege has a BSU where I can meet 
new friends and share in Chris
tian fellowship . BSU has contin-

. ued to help me grow spiritually by 
giving me opportunities such as 
Reach Out, Beginnings, Share 
Seminar, and Bible studies. 

"I just praise and thank the 
Lord for all the things He has given 
me." 
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At Siloam Springs 
for your information 
before you camp 

Registration for the first and third 
assemblies, June 28 to July 3 and July 12 
to 17, is closed. Space is still available 
during the second, fourth, and fifth 
assemblies. 

Here is some information that camp
ers will need to have before their ar
rival on the assembly grounds: 

Book Store: The Baptist Book Store 
will display a variety of books, Bibles, 
music, and gifts. You are urged to visit 
the Book Store. 

Health cards: Health regulations re
quire all campers to submit a completed 
health card at the time of registration . 
Health cards will be included in the 
packet of material to be sent soon to the 
churches that have registered for one 
of the assemblies. 

Insurance: The sickness and accident 
insurance which is provided will cover 
sickness and injuries incurred while 
traveling to and from the a,sembly, 
and sickness and injuries suffered dur
ing the assembly. It docs not cover pre
vious sickness or injury. 

Mail: Mail may be picked up at the 
Business Office during morning break 
and after lunch. Mail may be addressed 
to campers in care of: Arkansas Baptist 
Assembly, Siloam Springs, Ark. 72761. 

Pets: No pets are allowed. 
Telephone: Assembly Business Of

fice phone number is: 524-9960. 

Royal Ambassador Camps begin on 
Monday, June 7. 

Camp without counselors is impossi
ble. Counselors are urgently needed 
for each of the last three weeks of 
camps. 

Each week of camp is open to all 
Royal Ambassador age boys, 9-17 years 
of age or grades 4-12. There is still room 
for boys in the first week of camp. Boys 
will be accepted for space available up 
to the opening of camp. Reservations 
for all other camps, June 14, June 21, 
and June 28, should be made now to 
assure a place in the week desired. 

Each boy attending must have his 
health card filled out and properly 
signed as part of his reservation form. 

Royal Ambassador Camp can be an 
exciting and profitable week for boys. 
The program of activities is designed 
to provide something for every boy re
gardless of his interest. 

Spiritual inspiration is basic in the 
activities provided. Boys are led to real
ize that training and development of the 
spiritual, mental, physical, and social 
nature can be fun. 

Camps each week begin on Monday 
at 2 p.m. and dose at 1 p .m. on Friday. 

Plan now to have boys from your 
church attend one of the weeks. -,
C. H. Seaton, Director 

__....,.,._a,ge12 

On the cover 

Child Care 

Top churches in gifts to Child Care 
Top 16 churches in total gifts to Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care Ser-

vices in 1975 : · 
Church Association Total Gifts · 

1. El Dorado, First Liberty $7,910.55 
2. West Memphis, First Tri-County $3,500.00 
3. Little Rock, Geyer Springs Pulaski $2,408.75 
4. Keo Caroline $1,845.00 
5. Central, Magnolia Hope $1,750.50 
6. Benton, First Central $1,710.00 
7. Pine Bluff, First Harmony $1,581.65 
8. Plumerville Conway-Perry -$1,286.45 
9. Paragould, First Greene $1,200.84 

10. Hope, First Hope $1,193.00 
11. Cabot, First Caroline $1,184.68 
12. Almyra Centennial $1,173.00 
13. Crossett, First Ashley $1,117.15 
14. Waldron, First Buckner $1,024.17 
15. Camden, First Liberty $1,022.00 
16. Jonesboro, First Mt. Zion $1,006.45 
- Johnny G. Biggs, Executive Director, Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care Ser-
vices. · 
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Days of beginning 

Acts 1-2 

I believe it is certainly true that the 
beginning of anything is so vital, wheth
er it be a human life, animal life, a per
son's education or a church. Half of the 
battle ·is in the area of beginning. 

Acts 1 and 2 give some very important 
areas of beginning which I want us to 
consider in relationship to the church. 

Previous things (Acts 1 :1-3) 
Luke is sharing with "Theophilus", 

which means a friend of God. I believe 
he was a personal friend in Luke's life, 
very close to him. He shares with him 
previous things which had taken place, 
"of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach." He had given commandments 
to those \',/horn he had chosen. He 
showed himself after his resurrection by 
many infalliable proofs, (1) by sight 
(things we see, we remember), (2) by 
voice - this would . linger long with 
them. He spent the 40 day period with 
them in speaking of things pertaining 
to the Kingdom of God. 

Preparation for performance 
(Acts 1:4-26) 

Before performance there must be 
preparation; before power there must 
be waiting. The preparation for all of 
this was done in a ten day period in 
two definite ways, (1) by Christ's ascen
sion (1 :1-11), (2) by prayerful waiting 
on the part of the disciples. (1 :12-26) 

There is no need for us to wait today 
on the Holy Spirit, the fact is, He is wait
ing for us to put th is power to work. I 
must say the great beginning of the 
church visible was one of prayer and 
w·aiting. God has not changed this, even 
though the church has been in existance 
for these many years. 

Power promised (Acts 1 :8) 
Verse 8 of chapter one is the key to 

the book, telling as it does of the central 
subject of Christ's witness, (1) Christ 
the widening sphere from Jerusalem to 
the "uttermost part of the earth" (2) 
the exclusive source "ye", the Chris
tian Church, (3) the unfailing· secret, 
"the Holy Spirit." It is power that first 
is promised . 

The second source of real beginning 
was that of power, "without me ye can 
do nothing", John 15:5; but with me ye 
can do all things, "I can do all things 
through Christ which keeps on strength
ening me;" (Phil. 4:13) 

Persistance in waiting (Acts 1 :14) 
"These all continued with one ac

cord in prayer and supplication, with 
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the women, and Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, and with his brethren. As they 
continued and waited, God was bring
ing them together in one accord which 
is vital to a healthy relationship. In this 
day of important beginnings, the early 
members of the fellowship realized that 
the center of attraction would be the 
one which had just been taken up in 
verse 11, "this same Jesus." He is the 
same yesterday, today and forever. 
(Heb. 13:8) If this could be remembered 
today, it would give such great power 
to churches, which in many cases are 
sleeping giants who arise to go out to 
battle, but no power. Jesus Christ is 
the beginning, and continuance of 
power. 

In the first chapter we see (1) com
muning with the living Lord (1-8), (2) 
watching for the ascending Lord (9-10), 
(3) expecting the returning Lord (11-12), 
(4) waiting for the emp<;>wering Lord. 
(12-26) We see their teaching in verses 
1-11 and their tarrying in verses 12-26. 

Power given (Acts 2:1-4) 
·we see believers gathered "in one 

place" for prayer (1:15), for power (2 :1), 
for participation (2:44), for progress 
(2:47), and for profit (2:46-47). We see a 
smooth working relationship because of . 
a following of God's plan for the church. 

· In these first four verses the manifesta
tion of the Spirit in great power is evi
dent, as the church began its visible 
existance. We should observe carefully 
the day, the company, the place, the 
sound, the I ight, the power and the 
endowment. These seven things form a 
new dispensation or beginning inaugur
ated on this day. True, all the members 
were Jews, during the first five or six 
years (so far as we know), but this was 
Christianity and not Judaism. 

We may say that wind symbolizes the . 
spiritual ·constitution of the church; 
the fire, the individual possession of 
the Spirit; and the tongues the univer
sal commission of the saved. 

Distinguish between the baptism and 
the . infilling of the Spirit. Both bless
ings were vouchsafed on the day of 
Pentecost (plenty of cost); but whereas 

The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted 
by the International Council of Religious Education. 
Used by permission. 
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the baptism is once for all, the filling is 
repeated (4:31 ). Baptism and filling are 
opposite figures. In the former, the ves
sel is in the element; in the latter, the 
element is in the vessel. We are made 
Christians by the Baptism of the Spir it, 
but we are made Christlike by the fill
ing. 

Performance of the church 
(Acts 2;5-13) 

Let us clear up two popular misunder
standings here. (a) The speech is not 
the same throughout the passage (1 -8 ), 
"tongues" in 3-4 is glossai, whence our 
word glossary, but in 6-8, it is dialiktoi, 
whence our word dialects. From this 
we would draw a clear conclusion that 
the-tongues of I Corinthians 14 were not 
known languages. · 

(b) These Christian·s were not preach
ing the gospel (v. 11). They did not speak 
because the crowd was there; the crowd 
came there because they were speaking 
(v. 6). The utterance was one of adora
tion of God, the doer of wonderful 
things, such will always be variously in
terpreted (v. 12-13). 

A powerful sermon (Acts 2:14-41) 
In verses 14-41 we see Peter preach

ing a powerful sermon all centered 
around Jesus Christ. In it he declares: 
(1) The resurrection was predicted (25-
31 ), (2) the resurrect ion was attested 
(v. 32), we are witnesses, (3) the resur
rection is proved (33-35) . 

The conclusion of all th is is verse 36, 
"Let all the house of Israel therefore 
know assuredly - what? - that God 
hath made this same Jesus whom he 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ." 
Jesus is his human name. Christ is his 
official title . Lord is his divine title. Jesus 
is both Christ and Lord. 'He is therefore 
the Lord Jesus .Christ. 

A powerful church 
In verses 41-47, we see a powerful 

church which came from a proper be
ginning. It is true, a proper' beginning 
should make a powerful ending. It was a 
learning church (v. 42). It was a church 
of great fellowship (v. 42): It was a pray
ing church · (v. 42). It was a reverent 
church (v. 43). It was a church where 
things happened (v. 43). It was a sharing 
church (v . 44-45). It was a worshipping 
church (v. 46). It was a happy church 
(v. 46). It was a church where people 
could not refrain from liking them (v. 
47). It was a church where new souls 
were added daily (v. 47). 
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From slavery to sonship 

Galatians 3 :2-3, 23 to 4 :7 

The key verse in 
this passage of scrip
ture is Galatians 4:7, 
where Paul states 
that Christians have 
passed from the sta
tus of servant to the 
relationship of son 
by the adoption 
(Gal. 4:5) of God. 
The word servant is 
the common New Lineberger
Testament word for 
slave. The word adoption, used to des
cribe the change, is composed of two 
words, "thesia," placing, and "huois," 
son. Nobody by birth is a child of God. 
Every person who becomes part of the 
family of God must be placed there by 
God because of that person's faith and 
commitment to Jesus Christ. 

In Galatians 3:2-3, Paul voices a sense 
of perplexity over the fact that the Gala
tians are trying to make difficult a rela
tionship which began so simply. The 
Spirit of liberty was being exchanged 
for the bondage of "the works of the 
law." Because of this, Paul tries to ex
plain the relationship of the law to the 
new Christian. 

Why the law? (Gal. 3:24-25) 
Paul gives credence to the law by 

describing it as the schoolmaster, or 
literally in the Greek, a child leader, 
whose task it was to bring us to Christ . 
The law here referred to was the Ten 
Commandments given to Moses (Exo
dus 20) 430 years after the promise to 
Abraham. (Gen . 12:3; 15:12-20) 

In the Roman world of Paul's day 
three out of five people walking the 
streets were probably slaves. Many of 
these slaves were employed by affluent 
farn ii ies as child leaders or school mas
ters . Their responsibility was to take 
the child to a teacher in order for that 
child to receive an education . 

The law, according to Paul, was given 
as a child leader to lead us to Jesus 
Christ so that we might re<;:eive salva
tion. The intent of the law never was to 
save us, but to point us to ·on~ who 
could save. The law revealed the lack 
and need of a person so that the person 
would be led to One who could meet 
that need through salvation: 

Earlier, (Gal. 3:19), Paul had con
firmed specifically that the law was 
added on account of transgressions. 
The word for transgression means "to 
step beyond ." It refers to the act of a 

person stepping beyond a fixed limit 
into forbidden territory. In speaking of 
human conduct, it indicates a violation 
of the rights of others. So, the law points 
out that sin is more than following evil 
impulses, it is violation of explicit law. 
The law turns the spotlight on sin and 
does away with situation ethics. 

Why slavery? (Gal. 3:23-4:5) 
Instead of the law pointing people 

toward Christ as Savior, the law became 
a religion of its own. It became a stand
ard by which men measured their spirit
uality and kept other men under spirit
ual bondage to them . 

The law treated people as minors or 
children until Christ came. (Gal. 4:3-4) 
Because o f this, people were slaves to 
the "elements of the world." Th is term 
was used of things lined up in a row, 
such as, ABC, or of elementary instruc
tion belonging to the world. These ele
ments were ordinances and ceremonies 
by which mankind outside Christ tried 
to accomplish his own redemption. 
(Col. 2:8, 20) 

People who operate under a legalism 
of works are potential heirs of all that 
God possesses, yet, as long as they ' in
sist on works for salvation they never 
realize the inheritance. 

Jesus came forth in "the fulness of 
time" to offer to mankind freedom from 
bondage and slavery. That inheritance 
awaits those who are willing to claim 
Hirn as Savior. 

How sonship? (Gal. 4:1-7) 
Many of the people Paul was address

ing th is letter to were converts from 
Judaism, but many others were Gentile 
converts . Both groups knew what it was 
like to strive for a lifetime to please 
God or the gods. Yet, Paul pointed out 
to them that a slave could work for a 
lifetime and never earn the inheritance 
that a son could have by simply being 
part of the family. 

A person could be transferred from 
slavery to sonship by the act of Jesus 
Christ on the cross and in the heart. He 
came to "redeem," or "buy out of the 
slave market," those who were under 
legalism. He came so that people could 
be set free. (Gal. 4:5) He came to offer 
us a personal and intimate relationship 
with God whereby we could call Him, 
Abba, Father. . 

This lesson treatment ls billed on the life and Work 
Cur~kulum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright 
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. AU rights reserved. Used by permlu lon. 
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W. A. Criswell, pastor of First Church, 
Dallas, Texas, relates this story: 

"Years ago there walked down a city 
street a ragged little newsboy, an or
phan urchin, carrying his papers as he 
walked . In the big c ity where he live d he 
passed by a beautiful mansion. The 
lawn was so neatly kept, the house so 
impressive, the driveway so inviting. 
The little lad wandered up the drive
way, up to the porch, and before he 
fully realized what he was doing rang 
the doorbell. 

"Mr. Lowery, the owner of the spa
cious home, opened the door and 
looked down upon the frightened, sur
prised little fellow. Not knowing what 
to say, the ragged newsboy blurted out, 
'Mister, do you have a little boy?' Mr. 
Lowery, most amused, answered kindly, 
'No, son, Mrs . Lowery and I do not have 
any children.' · 

"The youngster replied in eagerness, 
'Oh, I'd give everything I own if I could 
be your little boy and run and play on 
this beautiful lawn and nobody could 
drive me away.' 

"Then in one of those unusual provi
dences of life, the big man, Mr. Lowery; 
turned and called upstairs for his wife. 
The queenly woman walked down the 
expansive stairway and stood by the 
side of her husband as he asked, 'Dear, 
would you like to have a little boy?' 
She quickly replied, 'Oh, yes!' The big 
man turned to the lad and said, 'Son, 
come in, come in.' 

"As the little boy walked in that pala
tial home, the first thing he did was to 
keep his promise. He reached in his 
pocket and pulled out 13 cents and of
fered the pennies to the big man, say
ing, 'Sir, this is all that I have.' We are 
just like that when we offer to Cod what 
little we have and what little we can do 
to buy our salvation. But the big man 
took the little boy's hand and closed it 
around his 13 pennies and said, 'Son, 
you keep them for I have more than 
enough for us both.' And he took the 
lad into his house and adopted him, 
and he became Mr. Lowery's son. 

"That is exactly what God has done 
for us! We were waifs poor and ragged 
and outcast, but into the glorious home 
of our heavenly Father, God has invited 
us, and bestowed upon us the privilege 
of sonsh ip. He adopted us into the fam
ily of heaven and we are heirs and joint
heirs with Jesus Christ our elder broth
er." 
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Children's conferences set Attendance report 
NASHVILLE - Workers with chil

dren in Church Training will be in
formed of up-to-date leadership meth
ods at Church Training Leadership Con
ferences this summer at Ridgecrest and 
Glorieta Baptist Conference Centers. 
Dates for the meetings are July 3-9 and 
10:16 at Ridgecrest, and August 7-13 
at Glo'rieta. Conferences are designed 
for new and experienced workers. 

Faculty at Ridgecrest includes Louise 

PEW CUSHIONS 
Comfort and beauty. At prices your 

Church can afford. 
For free estimate contact 

FLOWERS CUSHION-SERVICE 
P.O. Box 587 Kefme, Tex. 76059 

Phone: A-C 817 645-9203 

Clean used church buses 

J&M Motors 
Hwy. 65, South 
Conway, Ark. 

329~6634 or 329-581'4 

11 

Are You Putting 
Off Buying? 

Business Is good! 
We have plenty of: 

• 8' plastic top folding tables, 
$25.95 

• 6' plastic top folding tables, 
$23.95 

• Heavy duty folding chairs, 
. $3.90 

Tremendous savings on new 
equipment whh slight factory 

Imperfections. 

North Little Rock 
Table and Chair Co. 

508 Main Street 
North Little Rock, Ark. 

Call after 6 p.m. (501) 835-1227 
or (501) 758-8479 

Janltorlal supplies and 
chemicals for every use 

Discount to all churches 

Call collect: (501) 327-7797 - or write: 
BIii Brown 

Archem, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1122 

C~nway, Ark. 72032 

Berman, professor of childhood educa
tion at University of Maryland, College 
Park, for the first week, and Maybelle 
Hollingshead, professor of childhood 
education, Oklahoma Baptist University, 
Shawnee, for the second week. 

Glorieta personalities include Velma 
Schmidt, professor of childhood educa
tion, North Texas State University, Den
ton, and Gayle Jackson, clinical super
visor of the department of elementary 
education, University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque. 

Conference participants will become 
acquainted with new procedures by 
attending workshops, demonstrations 
and group sessions. Typical areas of 
instruction include the use of learning 
centers with children and the problems 
involved in working with children in 
small and in large churches. 

. Eyes Sparkle Again 
Float away dust, dirt, other irritants 
with refreshin, LAVOPTIK Eye Wash. 
Relieves itching and burning. Get 
LAVOPTIK Eye Wash, eye cup in
cluded-at all druggists. Gentle relief. 
Satisfaction or your money back. 

NEEDING PEWS? 
Factory Representatives 

Located Nationwide 

OVERHOLTZER 
CHURCH FURNITURE, INC, 

P. 0. BOX 4039 • MODESTO, CA 95352 
CALL TOLL FREE (800) 344-7162 

FOR A·GOOD USED BUS 
GOOD SELECTION AND 

PRICED TO SELL CONTACT: 

MISLE BUS& 
EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 

50th & 0 Streets 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68505 
Phone: (402)483-2261 

LITTLE GIANT 
The name lo re member fo r 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES 11' 
. WATER HEATERS 111 

SPIRE~~,R~~~:L~LAS :fl' 
. A WINDOWS 

~Church credit plans ■ v ■ 1i.111e. 
Free colored brochure 

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO. 
Box-518 / Orange, Texas 77630 

Phone: 713-883--4246 . 

Church Bus for Sale 
46-passenger Continental Sliver Eagle 

Completely refurbished. See at First Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville, Ark. Call: 442-2387 

or 442-2722 days; 443-2568 or 443-4118 nights. 
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May 23, 1976 
Sunday Ch. Ch. 

Church School Trng. Addns. 
Bentonville, Central Avenue 75 26 
Be rryville 

First 169° 70 2 
·Freeman Heights 147 60 2 

Booneville, South Side 81 56 1 
Cabot, Mt. Carmel 252 75 2 
Camden 

Cullendale 498 133 
First 450 138 

Cash, First 120 50 
Crossett, Mt. Olive 369 203 6 
Damascus, South Side 111 67 
Des Arc, First 200 58 
Elk ins, First 68 4 
Forrest City, First 602 1 
Ft. Smith 

East Side 314 107 3 
Grand Avenue 934 376 5 . 

Miss ion 13 
Haven Heights 195 125 2 
Temple 144 50 1 
Trinity 153 31 

Fouke, First 100 34 
Garfield, First 91 32 
Gentry, First 166 51 
Glenwood, First 171 84 
Grandview 47 29 
Green Forest, First 211 66 
Greenwood, First 325 132 
Hampton, First 149 76 
Hardy, First 122 49 2 
Harrisburg, First 105 41 1 
Harrison 

Eagle Heights 313 2 
Woodland Heights 91 41 

Hatfield, First 79 . 38 
Hope, First 386 92 
Hot Springs 

Grand Avenue 416 3 
Memorial 97 38 2 
Park Place 314 76 

Hughes, First 156 62 
Jacksonville 

Bayou Meto 179 84 3 
First 480 110 3 

Jonesboro 
Friendly Hope 147 95 1 
Nettleton 239 86 1 

Kingston, First 66 24 2 
Lavaca, First 319 119 
Little Rock 

Cross Road 122 92 
Crystal Hill 133 60 2 
Geyer Springs 776 170 1 
Life Line 496 125 
Woodlawn 123 54 

Magnolia, Central 603 177 3 
Monticello, Second 295 87 
Mt. Ida, First 165 36 
Mulberry, First 158 102 
Murfreesboro, First 161 56 
North Little Rock 

Indian Hills 206 105 4 
Levy . 423 1 
Sixteenth Street 55 33 

Paragould 
Calvary 235 200 3 
East Side 232 99 
First 403 87 
West View 184 86 

Paris, First 376 110 
Pine Bluff 

East Side 186 110 2 
First 632 96 5 
lee Memorial 230 127 
Second 87 32 
South Side 598 74 

Tucker 21 
Oppelo 24 12 

Watson Chapel 409 104 
Rogers, Immanuel 504 95 5 
Russellville 

First 507 59 4 
Second 142 64 

Sheridan, First 185 
Springdale 

Berry Street 89 25 
Caudle Avenue 139 57 3 
Elmdale 308 74 
First 1530 12 

Texarkana 
Shiloh Memorial 146 52 
Trinity 370 156 

Van Buren, First 634 
Mission 31 

Vandervoort 103 44 
West Helena 

Second 161 108 
West Helena Church 287 94 

Wooster, First 94 72 
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should be a person who is familiar withJaroy Weber is even more proud Southern Baptist structure, who has 
fam ii iarized himself with the work onof SBC after two years as president the association, state and Southern 
Baptist Convention level. 

._ by Toby Druin The Lubbock_ pastor had just com

LUBBOCK, Tex. (BP) - Jaroy Weber 
winds up two years as president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) in · 
Norfolk in June. 

Those two years have seen him travel 
almost a quarter of a million miles, make 
more than 100 addresses as Southern 
Baptists' highest elected officer - more 
t~an one a week - and through it, he 
says, gain ·a deepened appreciation for 
the denomination, its people, churches, 
and pastors. 

"I am more proud of Southern Bap-
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tists than before I became president," 
Weber said in his office here where he is . 
pastor of First Church. "My contact 
with Southern Baptist leqdersh ip both 
in the denominational structure and in 
the pastorate has made me more confi- · 
dent in the ability and commitment of 
these leaders than I have ever been 
before. . 

"The general attitude of our leader
ship, the philosophy of the pastors in 
trying to make the churches biblical and 
evangelistic and the overall atmosphere 
of all the meetings I have attended is 
progressive, hopeful and optimistic 
about what we are trying to do," he said. 

Reflecting on his tenure and the in
sight it has given him, the stocky pastor 

who described himself at his election 
two years ago as a "conservative Bible
believing preacher," said convention 
unity in the· last few years and success 
in increased giving and enrollment is 
due to a return to "theological con
servatism." 

Weber was elected president of the· 
convention in Dallas in 1974 and re
elected to a second one-year term last 
year in Miami Beach. He is not eligible 
for ree lection in Norfolk. 

His presidency has been a busy one. 
The first year he logged more than 
101,000 miles in convention travel and 
in the past year he has added another 
115,240 miles and 62 speaking engage
ments, including a trip to the Baptist 
World Alliance in Stockholm . He is 
proud that in spite of the demands on 
his time only four times during the last 
year will he have been out of his pulpit 
on_Sunday. 

He will welcome the election of a 
new president, he said. "All I want is to 
get back here and pastor my church." 
Weber added, . however, that he was 
grateful for the experience of getting 
to know denominational leaders and 
pastors better through his travels and 
speaking engagements. 

In those travels, he said, the most 
frequent expression he has heard is a 
fear of "liberal tendencies" within the 

· denomination. "I am sure it is true," 
he said, and added the charge probably 
would apply primarily to educational 
institutions. "But I don't think we need 
to get concerned about it until it gets, 
more specific," he added. 

"It is not as widespread as people 
would have us believe, and if there are 
going to be .accusations I think there 
ought to be more specific references." 

Weber said one of the biggest prob
lems facing the denomination is its suc
cess. "We have had such apparent suc
cess," he said, "that it is very easy to 
depend on our own innate abil ities for 
progress rather than depend on the 
Holy Spirit." 

Weber said he had noted recent state 
paper editorials about the selection of 
his successor as president and said he 
agreed that the convention ought to 
seek the man and not the man seek the 
office. 

"There's nothing wrong in names 
being suggested throughout the con
vention year as possibilitjes," he said, 
"but I don't think any individual ought 
to start a structured campaign to be 
elected. I think if -anyone does he is not 
the type person who should be elected ." 

Weber said the convention president 

pleted a term as president of the Pas
tor's Conference when he was elected 
to the convention presidency. There 
was a time, he acknowledged, when 
criticism was rampant that the Pastors' 
Conference was too often used to pro
mote a person for the presidency. 

"Then the convention reacted and 
said in essence it was not going to elect 
anyone who had been Pastors' Con
ference president," he said and added 
some were surprised at his election in 
1974. 

"I don't know that the convention 
has changed its mind," Weber said. "I 
know I was president of the Pastors' 
Conference before I was elected presi
dent, but I don't th ink any man ought 
to use that (Pastors' Conference presi
dency) with the idea that it is a tool to 
get elected as convention president." 

Weber said he would have no prob
lem w ith rescheduling the Pastors' Con
ference to follow the convention to 
remove it as a potential presidential 
launching pad. 

Weber said he believes that at the 
1976 convention, June 15-17 in Norfolk, 
Southern Baptists will make a new com
mitment to reach Ar1erica and the 
world for Christ and "evangelism will 
come into focus as never before. I think 
it will be a very positive convention." 

SBC's PRESIDENT AND FIRST LADY -
Jaroy and Nettie Weber of Lubbock, 
Tex., wil l wind up two years of packed 
travel and business schedules when his 
term of office expires in June. He has 
clocked almost 250,000 miles since his 
election in 1974. A self-described "con
servative" theologically, Weber said he 
is "more proud. than ever," and "more 
confident" about the denomination 
than when he assumed the office of 
Southern Ba,ptist Convention president. , 
(BP Photo) 
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