



































ideous tower-

ing creatures

lurked about

the campus.

No matter
which way the freshmen
turned they could not
escape the upperclass-
men. Wait a minute!
They were smiling in-
stead of snarling. Words
of encouragement and
evenoffers of helplanded
on the ears of cowering
freshmen. These offers
of assistance were read-
ily accepted. Amy Green
said, “Moving in was a
hot job. Without the help
of all those upperclass
guys, [ never would have
been able to get all my
stuff in. They were really
friendly.”

The afternoon of
Sunday, August 27 was
almostgone, butboxes of
freshmen’s things still
lingered in the halls and
blocked doorways. There
never seemed to be
enough room for all the
family pictures, photos of
“loved” onesand insome
cases stuffed animals.
There did not seem to be
enough hours in the day
to get everything just
right. “My rooommate
and I got here early Sun-
day morning to build a
loftin ourroom. The day
just seemed to fly by. We
thought we were never
going to getdonein time
for orientation,” said
Virgil Hellums.

The students pushed
their boxes aside to head
for the first orientation

Freshmen and transfers trying to
adapt to OBU soon found out that

gle out there

session in Mitch-

ell Hall.The up-
perclassmen
showed upagain
togivedirections
and lead group
discussions dur-
ing orientation.
Orientation be-

“Moving in was
a hot job. With-
out the help of
all those upper-
class guys, |

breaker of the

week,” said
Kem Williams.
The small

groups learned
together at ori-
entation, visited
together in fac-
ulty homes and
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opening session,
said, “The New
Beginnings Program was
fun. The program was
extra special to me be-
cause my mom spoke. It
was exciting to hear her
talk about how she felt
about me going off to
college; it also gave me
the opportunity to real-
ize that I was at a new
beginning.”

Before students
could start over, they had
to say goodbye to their
past. It was time for their
parents to leave. Some
freshmenbroughtout the
Kleenex, while others
looked onitasan adven-
ture. Whether through
tears or with a smile, it
was something that had
to be done. Sonja Boone
said, “This was the be-
ginning of my life, and
my parents were happy
for me. I was excited
about the idea of taking
control of my life. Sure, I
miss my parentsand they
miss me, but I can’t de-

pend on them forever.”
The first new begin-
ning came when room-
mates became closest
friendsand empty rooms
became homes. Floors
became families with its
membersall struggling to
adjust together. Sara
Lokey found it easy to
get to know her room-
mate. “We all seemed to
be in the same boat. It
was like having 30 new
sisters.” Dormmeetings,
floor devotionals and
gossip sessions relieved
tension and brought
people together during
the first few weeks.
Freshmen saw
strange faces all around
them on Monday, but
group sessions helped
them putnamesand faces
together. “I loved the
small groups. We got to
be ourselves and act
crazy. We met people
one on one. The scaven-
ger hunt was the real ice

lies.” Freshmen
showed off their
talentsattheend of regis-
tration day in front of
cheering peers and jeer-
ing upperclassmen just
returning. The acts
ranged from heart
wrenching piano pieces
to Christianraps. Anissa
Harbison, who sang a
medley of songs, said, “It
was a very unique and
changing experience for
me because 1 was per-
forming for whatIwould
soon call my friends.
Being in the show helped
alot of my fears to disap-
pear by meeting people
and singing in front of
them.”
Ontheacademicside
classeshad tostartsooner
or later, and most were
wishing for later. Fresh-
men began to wonder if
they could handle the big
step from high school to
college. “The biggest
problemI'vehadistrying
to figure out what and
when to study. College

isatotally different world
thanhighschool,and I've
had to realign my priori-
ties,” said Greg Kendrick.
Before students could
decide if they could
handle their classes, they
had to find them first.
After wandering around
aimlessly forawhile, they
finally got up the cour-
age to ask an upperclass-
man. Sometimes thiswas
helpful, butother timesit
turned out to be even
more confusing. JoStark,
who got confused on
which Old Testament
class to go to, said, “I was
soangry and upset when
Irealized thatI wasinthe
wrong room. It made me
feelkind of dumb. I went
back and apologized to
both teachers.”

Classes started and
orientation led by Dean
Dixon continued for six
weeks. Freshmen started
to find their place in
Ouachita life. (The object
of upperclassmen’s
laughter?) Would they
ever fully adjust to col-
lege life? Cassandra
Sample said, “I believe
that after one year at
OBU, Iwill feel alotmore
comfortable. I think that
once you get the hang of
college life, it can only
get better.”

Afterafew weeksthe
smiles on the Freshmen’s
faces seemed tobecomea
little moretwisted. Could
this have been a sign of a
change? Could they be
next year’s hideous crea-
tures? —by Kim Byers
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