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On the cover

Arkansas’ state missions director, Conway
Sawyers (left) and Randy Jones (right), for-
mer director of missions for Indiana’s North-
west Association, learn about ministry to sea-
men on Lake Michigan’s south shore from
Ron Ulrey, who directs the ministry.

In this issue
Country Cookin’ 7

The good, homemade food that distinguishes
events at rural churches is the subject of this
month’s “Food and fellowship” column,
which includes a recipe for buttermilk cake,
similar to old-fashioned pound cake.

A women’s issue 8

The first article in a series on women and
economic issues explores the disproportion-
ate burden on women that comes with eco-
nomic hard times. Two more articles will
follow.

Update

Indiana growth goal

linked to Arkansas aid

by Betty J. Kennedy

An Arkansan visiting in Indiana might have
a difficult time finding a place to hear the
type of “soul-winning sermon’’ he or she is
accustomed to back homeThat's precisely
the reason behind what is called the
Arkansas-Indiana Linkup.

It's not that’s Southern Baptists are not at
work in Indiana. It's just that, despite the
work that Cooperative Program dollars are
being spent for, there are still many Indiana
towns with no evangelical witness, Arkan-
sas’s state missions director Conway Sawyers
points out.

This low-key effort, established in 1978,
teams Arkansas congregations with Indiana
congregations and Arkansas associations
with assocations there. This way, Sawyers ex-
plains, the local church comes to understand
missions and sees how their Cooperative
Program dollar is spent. The Indiana work
receives both financial and manpower sup-
port in turn.

Associational directors of missions have
been the primary contact persons for Indiana
churches who need help and Arkansas chur-
ches who give it. Besides commitment to
financially support a work in Indiana, Arkan-
sas churches have regularly sent teams to
erect buildings or remodel them, conduct
surveys, teach backyard Bible clubs and help
with revivals.

Many of these activities have been
reponed in the Arkansas Baptist

gazine,but these periodic updates
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could not begin to cover all the efforts of
Arkansans since the two conventions
became linked at the request of Indiana and
the urging of R.H. Dorris, Arkansas’ direc-
tor of state missions at the time, and Charles
Ashcraft, Arkansas’s executive secretary, who
has since retired.

Although dozens of Arkansas congrega-
tions, in cooperation with their local associa-
tion, have sent money and helpers to In-
diana, there is still much that needs doing.
At least 33 churches in Arkansas participated
as of April, 1983, according to reports from
Indiana, but the need is still overwhelming.

For instance, Rush County, Indiana,
population 19,600, has no Baptist witness.
The need is even greater in Fayette County
with a population of 53,300. There is no
Baptist witness there either. Also typical of
the fledgling work in Indiana is Delaware
County,population 128,500, with two Bap-
tist churches, and Madison County, popula-
tion 139,300, with one Southern Baptist
church.

Conway Sawyers reports that this same
kind of story is true throughout most of In-
diana. In fact, only the Southwestern part of
the state is reasonably well sprinkled with
Southern Baptist churches, he says. The
needs have been studied and Indiana direc-
tors of missions have identified 150 priority
places in their state.

Representative of the challenge of Indiana
work are these examples of urgent financial
needs:

Ovalley View Church, Flora, needs
$3,000 to finish interior changes in a building
that they have bought and converted to a
church facility. Twelve thousand dollars will
enable them to make the exterior look like
a church, including the placing of a steeple
on the building.

OWarren Township in Indianapolis has
Southern Seminary students working on
cultivation to begin a new work. They need
a guarantee of financial assistance for mon-
thly rental in a shopping center area which
is the target area for the beginning of a new
church. The asking price for monthly rent
for the area that they have been seeking is
$2,500 per month. There is a population of
85,000 people and no Southern Baptist
witness in this area of Indianapolis.

Oln another area of Indianapolis the
Lebanon Baptist Church is meeting in the
Holiday Inn. They have bought a piece of
property, and want to put up the first unit
of a church facility. The approximate cost of
that unit would be $30,000.

OSunblest Mission, Indianapolis, is a
somewhat elite community of new housing.
They are averaging 30 to 40 people while
they meet in a dance studio. They are
negotiating with the Grace Baptist Church
in the community, which is moving to
another location. The asking price of their
facility is $85,000. They have offered
$40,000 and hope to get it for somewhere
near that price. They need financial back-
ing for this venture.

Arkansas has joined Indiana to help them
meet a goal of having 550 Southern Baptist
congregations in the state by Jan. 1, 1990,
and Sawyers is convinced Arkansas churches
have the resources to help them without hur-
ting local work.

He directs individuals or churches in-
terested in getting involved in these projects
to contact their local associational director
of missions or the State Missions department
at the Baptist Building in Little Rock, (501)
376-4791.
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The termination of pastors?

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

Occasionally, a church will attempt to dismiss its
pastor. In most instances, such actions are not only harm-
ful to the well being of the congregation, but totally
without foundation. There are really only two Biblical
reasons for a church voting its pulpit vacant — immorality
and doctinal unsoundness.

Many reasons are offered by members wishing to get
rid of their pastor. They may say, “‘his sermons are not
adequate,’ or “our church isn't growing as fast as it
should!” Or/‘our pastor doesn't visit the sick and the shut-
ins as much as he should!” The real reason, most often,
is that one or more of the members of the congregation
are not controlling the pastor to the extent they desire.
Often these are good, well-meaning people who are
unaware of their own motives.

Many of the attacks brought upon pastors grow out
of a misunderstanding of the role of a pastor. First, we
can gain insight by a consideration of the names used
to describe the pastor. The New Testament refers to the
office as elder, bishop and pastor. “Elder,” originally refer-
red to an older man, but came to describe those with
experience and worthy of respect. The word ““bishop’
literally means overseer, while the word ““pastor’” means
a shepherd. So, a pastor is to give guidance, spiritual food
and care to a congregation which respects him.

That these three words refer to the same office is evi-
dent in two passages of scripture. | Peter 5: 1-2 says, “the
elders which are among you | exhort, who am also an
elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ and also
a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: feed (pastor)
the flock of God which is among you, taking oversight
(bishop) thereof . . !’ Also, see Acts 20: 17-28.

Second, the pastor is to provide training or to equip
the members of a church to serve Christ. In Ephesians
4:11-12, the apostles enumerated a group of God-called
people who are to work with churches ““for the perfec-
ting of the saints [members]!” The word translated
“perfecting’” was used in New Testament times for the
setting of broken limbs. In politics, it was used to denote
the pulling together of opposing factions so that govern

ment could go on. The basic idea of tne word is the put-
ting of a person or thing into the condition in which it
ought to be. The pastor is to train or equip the members
so that they can “do the work of the ministry!’ Training
can only take place when there is readiness to accept
or receive instruction.

While the duties of pastors are not defined in great
detail in the New Testament, it is evident that they are
intended to excercise general oversight in spiritual mat-
ters, teach the church members, and guide all the ac-
tivities of the church. Paul gives a detailed list of the
qualities of that a minister of the Gospel is to possess.
These qualities deal with a pastor’s character and spiritual
attainment, which qualifies him for church leadership,
(see | Timothy 3: 1-7; Titus 1: 5-16; | Peter 5: 1-4),

There have been a very few pastors across the years
who were morally unfit or doctrinally unsound. Usual-
ly, if a pastor is immoral, it becomes evident. More often,
false charges have been trumped up against God's ser-
vants. Each of us should be aware that God will deal with
those who viciously harm his special servants.

Doctrinal heresy is more difficult to define. Baptists
have always given considerable latitude in the interpreta-
tion of doctrines. Any member who adheres to the
teaching of the “New Hampshire Confession of Faith"

r “the Baptist Faith and Message’’ (the two are very
similiar) would certainly be doctrinally sound. While such
confessions should never be considered creeds, they may
be useful as guidelines.

The work of a pastor is extremely demanding. It is
a great tragedy when someone attempts to harass or harm
a special servant of God. In most instances, confronta-
tion between a pastor and a congregation can be avoid-
ed through an understanding of the office and the rela-
tionship of the minister and his people. Each of us should
pray for our own church and our own pastor daily. As
a member makes himself available to the Holy Spirit, he
will be a valuable asset to his pastor. But of greater im-
portance, he will assisting in furthering the Kingdom’s
work,

Avkanan, Bagtist

NEWSMAGAZINE

Arkansas' Third largest publication,
meeting the information needs of Arkansas Baptists

VOLUME 82 NUMBER 27

J. Everott 8need, PhiD....ccvciviiviaivsvsasssnvisons Editor

Botty Konnedy .....coccviesarsrssrsarsnss Managing Editor

Erwin L. McDonald, LItt D.................... Editor Emeritus
Robertson, EI

Roy, Littie Rock; Lane Strother,
Mountain Home; and Joﬂ M. Stubblefield, MIWIIA

Latters 1o the editor expressing opinions are invited. Letiers should be typed doublespace
and must be signed. Latters must not contain more than 350 words and must not defame the.
character of persons. They must be marked “for publication

Photos submitied for publication will be returned only when .ccumolmoﬂ by & stamped, sel.
addressed enveiope. Only black and whita photos can be

couuo,muosommn

of members of Arkansas churches will be rwoﬂou in brief form when information is
namnumumm 14 days after the date of death

Advertising rates on request
Opinions expressed in signed articies are those of the writer
Member of the Southern Baptist Press Association

-~

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine (USPS 031-280) is published weekly, except the third
“MMIJ\I']‘WD& 25, by the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, Inc., 525 West
Capitol Ave., Little Rock, mmr-umuxwmr(mnun 3540

AR 72201

(vaymnhmlym) unow yoar m'owPlM) and $1500 per year (o
address). Second class postage paid af Little Rock, AR POSTMASTER: Send address

changes 10 Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, P. O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203,

g!

July 14, 1983

Page 3



One layman’s opinion

Daniel R. Grant/President, 0BU

Should we worry about neutrinos?

Nuclear scientists may have discovered
something else for us to worry about, as if
we don't have enough already. They have
begun increasingly to talk about the
“neutrino,” even tinier than the neutrons,
protons, and electrons that make up the
tanglble universe, from people to stars
They have been telling us about neutrinos
for 40 years, peculiar particles with no elec-
tric charge, that can pass through matter,
even through the entire earth, without slow-
ing down. There are supposed to be billions
of them for every single neutron, proton,
and electron

Now scientists have begun to argue with
each other about whether the neutrino “has
some mass.” Frankly, this really has not
been a matter of major concern with me.
To be perfectly honest, | had never even
heard of a neutrino until | read recently
about the debate between scientists at the
University of California-lrvine (who de-
cided in 1980 that neutrinos do have mass
and, therefore, their own gravity will even-
tually cause the universe to collapse into
itself) and the scientists at the Califorpia

Institute of Technology (who have recently
come to a different conclusion). The first
group concluded that neutrinos switch
from one form to another and back again,
and the laws of physics say such “oscilla-
tions” cannot occur with massless parti-
cles. The second group found no hint of os-
cillations, and planned to do more research
directly on whether there is mass

If it is any comfort to the reader who has
come this far, let the record show that all |
really know about this is what | have read
in the newspapers. The science that | studied
in graduate school was political science
and not physics. My original question was
whether we should worry about neutrinos.

It's pretty obvious that society has all
kinds of higher priorities for its worries than
the question of whether or not neutrinos
will cause the universe to collapse some-
time far down the road after we are all
gone. If by worrying we mean getting tense
and uptight, | vote not to worry about neu-
trinos. On the other hand, we need to re-
member that it was some strange metal

YA

The Southern accent

D. Jack Nicholas/President,SBC

Governmental regulation of religious ministries

To some, a church is a building with a
steeple on top and church activities are
limited to a song, a prayer, an offering, and
a sermon. Any activities beyond these are
regarded as “secular” That conception is
untenable even though it is gaining favor
with the government.

Christian churches are enjoined by their
Scriptures to minister to the widow, the or-
phan, the poor, and the needy. Jesus in Mat-
thew 25 sets forth the church’s responsi-
bility in these areas, “For | was an hungred,
and ye gave me meat: | was thirsty, and ye
gave me drink: | was a stranger, and ye took
me in: Naked, and ye clothed me. | was
sick, and ye visited me: | was in prison, and
ye came unto me . .. Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

Perhaps it needs to be established that
even in America the care of the poor and
needy did not originate with the state. The
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churches in America were the first to minis-
ter to the orphan, the indigent, the alcoholic,
the troubled, the unwed mother, the sick,
the infirm, etc. It may also be worthwhile to
remember that the churches began the
work of education in this country.

As the state has moved into these areas
and has injected s of

gymnastics and ivory tower research about
such wierd ideas as “relativity” and formu-
lae like “E = mc?®” that led eventually to
unleashing the awesome power of the
atomic bomb.

It will come as no surprise that | am not
really worried about neutrinos, but all of us
need to resist the temptation to poke fun at
this kind of research. It is all a part of fol-
lowing God’s mandate to be good stewards
of the resources he has given us in this uni-
verse. Who knows? Unveiling the mystery
of the neutrinos may lead us to a cure for
cancer or to a bountiful new supply of
energy. So, while Christian stewardship
would not call for worrying, it might very
well suggest a “healthy concern” about the
mystery of the neutrinos. Those of us who
want to grow as Christians in knowledge of
the Lord can learn from the dedication and
commitment of these scientists and their
all-consuming quest for knowledge of the
universe.

Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita
Baptist University at Arkadelphia.

part of government to attempt to define
the various ministries of the church —
orphanages, child-care and day-care, coun-
seling programs, youth camps, homes for
unwed mothers, hospitals, and schools —
as “secular” because such a definition
ostensibly removes such activities from

money into these various human services, it
has also imposed progressively more strin-
gent regulations for certification and licen-
sure for both programs and personnel

This tendency portends grave danger of
violation of the First Amendment in regard
both to “excessive entanglement” as state
licensing creates a relationship between
religion and the state, and also at the point
of imposing regulations that unreasonably
and unnecessarily interfere with religious
convictions and thus infringe upon free ex-
ercise.

There has developed a tendency on the

First A d concerns.

The religious bodies of America cannot
afford to accept that definition without
resistance. To do so would ultimately result
in the church retreating entirely from the
world into its own four walls with no wit-
ness or ministry outside the church. Then,
in fact, the church would be merely a build-
ing with a steeple on top and the activities
of the church would be officially limited to
a song, a prayer, an offering, and a sermon.
:'Jod forbid! As a matter of fact, he already

as!

Jack Nicholas is president of Southern
Baptist College at Walnut Ridge.
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1983 annual associational meetings

Arkansas Valley Oct. 17
Ashley Oct. 1718
Bartholomew Oct. 1718
Benton Oct. 1011
Big Creek Oct. 1314
Black River Oct. 1718
Buckner Oct. 11113
Buckville Sept. 24-25
Caddo River Oct. 1011
Calvary Oct. 10-11
Carey Oct. 10-11
Caroline Oct. 11
Centennial Oct. 10-11
Central Oct. 20
Clear Creek Oct. 18
Concord Oct. 17-18
Conway-Perry Oct. 1820
Current-Gains Oct. 1718
Dardanelle-Russellville  Oct. 10-11-13
Delta Oct. 1718
Faulkner Oct. 17-18-20
Garland Oct. 10-11
Greene County Oct. 17418
Harmony Oct. 1718
Independence Oct. 17-18-20
Liberty Oct. 18
Little Red River Oct. 1718
Little River Oct. 10-11
Mississippi Oct. 1718
Mt. Zion Oct. 1718
North Arkansas Oct. 20-21
North Central Oct. 10-11
North Pulaski Oct. 17
Ouachita Oct. 1011
Pulaski Oct. 1718
Red River Oct. 1314
Rocky Bayou Oct. 1314
Southwest Arkansas Oct. 13
Tri-County Oct. 17
Trinity Oct. 1819
Washington-Madison Oct. 1718
White River Oct. 101113

Turner

Montrose; North Crossett

Arkansas Baptist Childrens’ Home,
Monticello; West Side, Warren
Bella Vista

Mt Zion, Salem; Mammoth Springs
Newport, First; Swifton

Waldron, First; Mansfield, First

Mt. Tabor

Caddo Gap; Amity, First

Cotton Plant, First; Mt. Hebron
Fordyce, First; Sparkman, First
Austin Station

Hagler; North Maple, Stuttgart
Benton, First; Barcelona Road
Clarksville, First

Rye Hill, Ft. Smith

Plumerville, First; Harmony, Perryville
Biggers; New Hope, Pollard

Atkins, First; Belleville; New Hope,
Dardanelle

South McGehee; Shiloh

Southside; Oak Bowery; Conway, First
Park Place; Grand Avenue

East Side, Paragould

Centennial, Pine Bluff; Dumas, First
White River; Calvary, Timbo; Desha
Smackover, First

Heber Springs, First

Dierks, First; Oak Grove

Osceola, First

Monette, First; Walnut Street
Green Forest, First

Bee Branch; Shady Grove

Central, North Little Rock

Grannis; Dallas Avenue, Mena
Indian Springs; Hebron, Little Rock
Beech Street, Gurdon; Southside, Prescott
Cherokee Village; Zion Hill
Memorial, Waldo

Marion

Trumann, First; East Side, Trumann
Ridgeview, Fayetteville

Norfork; Bruno; Summit

Letters to the editor

Abortion questions

| am encouraged to learn of the conven-
tion’s renewed interest in a position against
abortion. Since attitudes toward abortion
have been “liberated” it has moved from a
necessary medical procedure when the life
of the mother or child is in danger to a form
of birth control. According to statistics re-
flecting the increasing number of abortions
and establishment of abortion clinics, our
nation is experiencing a rapidly increasing
rate of “infanticide.” Of course it is a per-
sonal judgement as to whether or not these
children can really be referred to as individ-
uals with rights. But even on the assump-
tion that they have no “right to life,” histor-
ical records of societies which condone the
i 1 i helpless wadld
not make one feel very optimistic about the
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future of our country.

The Bible records many miraculous con-
ceptions and Christians cannot dispute the
Lord’s hand in them. But what about every-
day folks — is every conception something
that Cod wills even though that conception
might take place in ungodly circumstances?
| don’t know. But | know that Ruth and Boaz
were just Hebrew folks and Ruth 4:13 says
“the Lord gave her conception.” And | know
there are long waiting lists of hopeful cou-
ples who want very much to adopt children
| also have seen some remarkable young
women doing very well raising their children
though statistics indicate this to be an unde-
sirable situation. And the outlook for keep-
ing babies is improving with more emphasis
on parenting skills in schools and more so-

by Don Moore

You'll be glad
to know . . .

.. The Southern
Baptist Convention
brought some real en-
couragement this year
The thing | most ap-
preciated was the very
obvious effort our
people put forth to
try to do things de
cently and in order
All preaching and
teaching in the Pas- /
tors’ Conference and Moore
the convention sessions highlighted the
spiritual obligation we have to “maintain
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.”
The Executive Committee, Committee on
Boards and the Resolutions Committee were
sustained by the body in most all of their
recommendations. This shows the good ef-
fort of the committees and the confidence
of the convention constituents. | join per
haps everyone else in saluting the superb
effort of President Draper, the other offi-
cers and parliamentarian in running a fair
business session for us

As long as we were on missions and evan-
gelism, we were all together. When it came
to morals and political issues, the usual di-
vision of the body was strongly evident.

With everything considered, | would have
to say this was a very strong convention with
positive gains in all programs, ministries and
in fellowship. Praise the Lord! He truly evi-
denced his love and power in our midst

... Our Executive Board staff had a good
month helping you in May. We were in 187
churches individually and touched 894
churches in the 112 conferences we led. We
are glad you are calling on us and that we
can help

... Confidence and support are thrilling.
Last year at this time, 131 churches out of
1,265 had not given through the Coopera-
tive Program. This year the number has been
reduced by 10. If yours is one of the 121
churches not supporting missions around the
world by the Cooperative Program, what plan
are you following? Let us help your church
learn of this fantastic, God blessed plan

Don Moore is executive secretary/trea-
surer of the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion.

cial support for a morally right decision

Laws concerning abortion are far too lib-
eral. A 17 year old may now have an abor-
tion without her parent’s permission. And
while we can’t “legislate morality” as many
would say applies here, why is it that those
same proponents don’t seem to have any
problem “legislating immorality?” — Shelia
A. Faries, Rector
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Arkansas all over

people

by Millie GilVABN staff writer

Bradley

Elizabeth Bradley

of Conway was another Arkansan who re-
ceived an MRE degree from Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary at Fort Worth
this spring. She is the daughter of Mrs. B. D
Bradley

David Vosburg

has been called to serve as pastor of the
Clarendon First Church. A native of Little
Rock, he is a graduate of Wayland Baptist
University in Plainview, Texas, and South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary. He
has been serving as a pastoral care intern at
Baptist Medical Center in Little Rock. He
has served on Texas church staffs and also
as a missionary volunteer to Mexico. Vosburg
is married to the former Mary Ruth Hunt
They have a son, Brian David

Brenton Powell

is serving Fouke First Church as associate
pastor in charge of music and education
He attended Wayland Baptist University in
Texas and is a graduate of East Arkansas
College and Ouachita Baptist University
He has served Arkansas churches including
ones in Biscoe, Forrest City, Arkadelphia
and Camden. A native of Warren, he is the
son of Rev. and Mrs. Kerry Powell of For-
rest City. He and his wife, Linda, have a son,
Craig

Craig Bradley

has joined the staff of Levy Church in North
Little Rock as minister of education/admin-
istration/outreach, coming there from

Vosburg

Bradley

Powell

Southcliff Church in Fort Worth, Texas. He
is a graduate of Texas A & M University in
College Station and of Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. He and his wife,
Ruth Ann, have two children, Aaron Micheal
and Carrie Margaret.

Alfred W. Carle Jr.

of Monticello was recently awarded a
diploma in Christian Ministry from Boyce
Bible School in Louisville, Ky.

William Duggan

of North Little Rock was recently awarded
a diploma in Christian Ministry from Boyce
Bible School in Louisville, Ky.

James Thower

of Little Rock recently received a diploma
in Christian Ministry from Boyce Bible
School in Louisville, Ky.

Terry D. Floyd

is serving as pastor of the Malvern Trinity
Church, coming there from the Northside
Church in Charleston. He and his wife,
Irene, have two sons, Chris and Danny
Floyd is a graduate of Mid-America Semi-
nary.

Luke Flesher

recently observed his 10th anniversary as
minister of youth at Park Hill Church in
North Little Rock.

Billy Walker

is serving as interim pastor of the Crossroads
Church in Portia.

i Pia

Duggan

Carle

Donnie Smith

is serving as pastor of the Alicia Church,
coming there from the Third Avenue Church
in Paragould. He and his wife, Dian, have
three children, Kim, Neal and Justin
Charles Phillips

is serving as pastor of the Calvary Church at
Walnut Ridge. He is a graduate of Southern
Baptist College. He and his wife, Laurena,
have three sons, Charles, Richard and
David

Bob Jones

is serving as pastor of the Hindsville First
Church. He and his wife, Karen, reside in
Fayetteville

). Lowell Ponder

is serving as interim pastor of the West Fork
First Church

Gary McCormick

is serving as interim pastor of the West
Point Church

David White

of Paragould has joined the staff of Crossett
Magnolia Church as minister of music/
youth

William P. Oakley

has resigned as pastor of the Piggott First
Church to become pastor of the Leawood
Church in Memphis

Guiola Spraggins

was recently honored by Hope First Church
for her 42 years of service as church organ-
ist

focus on youth

Benton First Church

youth and sponsors have returned from
doing mission work in Muncie, Ind. Ten
youth and four adults assisted with Back-
yard Bible Clubs, surveys and a revival.
Pastor Tommy Tutor assisted with the re-
vival efforts

Batesville Calvary Church

youth recently returned from a mission trip
to the Zuni Indian Reservation in Zuni,
N.M. There they conducted Bible classes
for 352 Indians ages four through 23. Mis-
sionaries John and Norma Bailey worked
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with the youth. The Batesville group -also
participated in the summer youth celebra-
tion at Glorieta Baptist Encampment by
presenting a skit during the fun and cele-
bration time.

Ward Calvary Church

youth worked June 13-17 in the Ozarks of
Arkansas, leading Vacation Bible Schools
at both Angora and Half Moon Mountains.
Pastor Gene Davis assisted them with an
evening revival at the Half Moon Church.
Bobby Douglass, youth director, coordinated
the Arkansas mission efforts that resulted

in eight professions of faith and two addi-
tions by letter. Jim and Connie Sutterfield
of the Angora community housed and fed
the youth and their sponsors from Ward.
Fordyce First Church

youth will lead Backyard Bible Clubs and
nightly revivals in Oklahoma as a summer
missions program.

Fouke First Church

youth recently held a lock-in at Mount
Olive Church in Crossett with youth direc-
tgrs Deryl and Cathy Jones leading activi-
ties.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



briefly

Lee Memorial Church

at White Hall is observing its 59th anniver-
sary July 17 with both 11 am. and 2 p.m
services. Former pastors Jack Ramsey and
Phelan Boone will be speakers. Jim Wil-
moth, a former music director, will lead
music. A noon meal will be served at 12:30
p.m. Lee Memorial, organized as a mission
in 1924, has experienced growth through
683 baptisms and 803 additions. In its 59
years, there have been 16 pastors and 25
parttime or full-time music/youth direc-
tors. It presently is serving as the “mother
church” of the River Road Chapel in Red-
field

Luxora First Church

recently ordained Matt Corkran as a dea-
con. The church also recently began a bus
ministry, children’s church and a daily
radio broadcast as added outreach pro-
grams according to pastor Keith Mathis
Elmdale Church

at Springdale is conducting Sunday services
for tourists at the Hickory Creek recreation-
al area

buildings

Mansfield First Church

has entered the second phase of a building
program that includes construction of an
auditorium

Otter Creek First Church

recently broke ground for a 10,400 square
foot building that will provide for educa-
tional and sanctuary space, plus office ac-
comodations. Little Rock sponsoring church
pastors participating were Jerry Warmath,
pastor of Pulaski Heights Church; John
Ashcraft, pastor of Brookwood First
Church, and Johnny Jackson, pastor of
Forest Highlands Church. Others on pro-
gram included church members Charles
Jolliff, Gary Harris and Dennis Hyland;
pastor Max Deaton; Glenn Hickey, director
of missions for Pulaski County Association
and Conway Sawyers, director of the mis-
sions Department of the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention

WMU Ridgecrest program
includes three Arkansans

BIRMINGHAM, Al. — Three Arkansas
women will participate in the national
Woman’s Missionary Union Leadership
Conference July 30-August 5 at Ridgecrest
Baptist Conference Center.

Betty Jo Lacey, Acteens director for Ar-
kansas WMU, will conduct conferences for
associational Acteens Directors.

Roma Zeltner, of Fort Smith, will be in
charge of childrens’ activities.

Shannon Brawley, of West Memphis, na-
tional Acteens panelist, will be featured.
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Sonora Church

at Springdale members have returned from
Milan, New Mexico where they assisted a
church with repair work and Backyard Bible
Clubs. Pastor B. R. Stockton led revival ser-
vices.

Fouke First Church

recently licensed Jay Rowton and Paul Mc-
Donald to the ministry. Pastor Dale Wooten
led the service

Faith Church

at Forrest City conducted its first home-
coming service June 5. Pastor Jerry Hogg
was speaker

Earle Church

vice for Rev. and Mrs. Karl Weathers who
have been appointed as missionaries in
Beirut, Lebanon. Don Moore, executive sec-
retary/treasurer of the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention, was speaker. Others on
program were Dee Speer, Phillip Browning,
Ben Hodges, Eugene Ray, Mrs. Phillip
Browning, Robert F. Tucker, director of mis-
sions for Tri-County Association and Billy
Rogers

Imboden First Church

observed its 90th anniversary June 26
Speakers included pastor James Newnam;
former director of missions Cecil Guthrie,
current director of missions Marvin Reyn-
olds and former pastors Jean Smith, James

recently conducted a commissioning ser-  Whitlock and Joe Loghry

Food and fellowship

Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle

Rural churches

Rural churches have a reputation for serving some of the best food in Arkansas
This is where you'll find real “country cooking,” Arkansas style. According to the
season of the year, you'll be served blackberry cobblers, chicken and dressing, fried
green apples, marvelous “light-rolls,” fresh corn on the cob, melt in your mouth tea
cakes, hot potato salad, biscuits and gravy — the list stretches deliciously on and
on.

In a small congregation everyone is asked to stay after church for a birthday
party for the preacher, his wife, or someone else in the group. Several people bring
part of the refreshments. Sandwiches, cookies, punch, and a good home made cake
or two are served

Then they have “dinner-on-the-ground” for homecomings, memorial days, or
cemetery clean-up days. Former members and friends from years past make plans to
attend the events. Those who come from a long distance usually are guests at the
bountiful tables and are not expected to bring food. There will be such foods as
layered chocolate cake with fudge icing, fried ham, sweet cucumber pickles, and
platters of sliced tomatoes and green onions.

The evangelists at the rural churches have fellowship each day around the
tables of the church members. It is always a pleasure and priviledge for the host
families to serve these preachers.

This month’s recipe is for a cake that is similar to the old fashioned pound
cake. It could be taken to a dinner-on-the-ground accompanied by a bowl of fresh
sliced, sweetened peaches or strawberries. It is a good cake to serve at home too.
Buttermilk cake

V2 teaspoon salt

1 cup buttermilk

1 teaspoon almond extract
2 teaspoons vanilla

1 teaspoon lemon extract

2 cups sugar

Y cup shortening

3 eggs

2% cups flour

1 teaspoon baking powder

% teaspoon soda

Cream sugar and shortening. Beat in eggs, one at a time. Sift dry ingredients to-
gether. Blend into shortening and sugar mixture alternately with the buttermilk. Stir
in the three flavorings. Pour into a greased and floured tube pan. Bake for one hour
at 350 degrees.

Virginia Kirk, p emeritus at Ark College, is a member of Batesville
First Church. Jane Purtle is on the staff at Christian Counseling and Teaching Center

in Syria, Virginia. They have enjoyed cooking together for several years.

J
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Women's economic plight: a perspective

Churches urged to help women caught in hunger/poverty trap

Southern Baptists are faced with the
challenge of discovering new ways to deal
with economic problems of American
women who suffer far more than men from
problems of poverty, hunger and financial
security, say hunger and family specialists
at the Christian Life Commission

“Southern Baptists are called to minister
to the poor,” says David Lockard, the com-
mission’s director of organization and
specialist in hunger concerns. “A dispropor-
tionate number of women, whether they
work in the home, work outside the home
or are retired, live in poverty.”

While only about 11 percent of Ameri-
can families are at poverty level, over one-
third of families headed by women are
poor, Lockard said

“Government statistics show that women
account for 75 percent of all persons living
in poverty, 69 percent of all food stamp
recipients, 66 percent of all residents of
subsidized housing, and 61 percent of those
dependent upon Medicaid,” he pointed
out. “Clearly, hunger is largely and dis-
turbingly a women's issue.”

Harry N. Hollis |r., the commission’s as-
sociate executive director and specialist in
family concerns says, “Women’s economic
problems extend to the heart of family
structures.”

If a woman decides to be a homemaker,
a role many Southern Baptist women have
chosen, that choice can create severe
financial difficulties.”

As a homemaker, for example,” he says,
“the worth of a woman’s work under pres-
ent laws is not counted in determining later
social security benefits. She is not legally

Arkansas datelines

by Ronald D. Sisk

Editor’s note: This is the first in a series of
three articles prepared by the Southern
Baptist Christian Life Commission to inform
Southern Baptists about economic problems
affecting American women

eligible to contribute as much to a tax-
sheltered individual retirement account as
is her employed husband.”

Hollis also points out that a woman who
goes to work outside the home as a result
of divorce or widowhood will often find
herself without adequate job training and
unable to command a decent salary.

In addition, when a marriage ends in
divorce a woman who has been a home-
maker may not be eligible for any of the
retirement benefits earned by her husband’s
employment during the marriage.

“Women deserve better treatment than
this,” Hollis says. “The Bible makes it clear
that women are first-class citizens in the
Kingdom of Heaven, and they deserve to
be treated as first-class citizens by all in-
stitutions of society.”

Lockard adds that many women to
whom Southern Baptists relate find them-
selves caught in a cradle-to-grave system of
financial inequities. “The result of these in-
equities is that 72 percent of all the elderly
people in this country who are poor are
women.”

Southern Baptists, who have been so
blessed through the years by the labors of
countless godly women, need desperately
to recover the biblical sense of social re-
sponsibility for the problems women face,”
he urges

The two men pointed to the need for
Southern Baptists to develop ministries to
help meet women's special financial prob-
lems

Among the suggestions given were assis-
tance in the identification of legal rights
and specific instructions in money manage-
ment.

“A concerned local church could serve
as a resource center to help women who
want or need to locate job training and
placement,” Hollis suggests

“By so doing the churches can fulfill in a
creative way the biblical injunction to pro-
tect the welfare of widows and orphans

“Southern Baptists should also support
laws which assure women the right to ac-
cumulate adequate retirement funds and
which protect the financial rights of di-
vorced women and their children,” Hollis
says

Agreeing that currently popular minis-
tries such as day care centers and mother’s
day out programs are important resources
for women, Hollis and Lockard encourage
Southern Baptists to work also to help
women have an adequate level of financial
security.

In addition to traditional benevolence
programs, Lockard says, A Christian Life
Committee in a local church can enumerate
specific ways to help women in their own
memberships “who suffer quietly from the
hopelessness of real poverty.”

Sisk is director of program development
for the Southern Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission and has- a major assignment for
programs related to concerns of Christian
women.

Churches, associations honored by WMU

PITTSBURCH, Pa. — Twenty-eight
Southern Baptist churches and five associa-
tions in Arkansas were recognized for their
achievements during the Woman'’s Mission-
ary Union national Annual Meeting when it
met here June 12-13.

Named as Distinguished Church WMUs
were: First and Second Church, Arkadelphia;
First Church, Blytheville; First Church,

News about missionaries

Carlisle; First Church, Crossett; Grand
Avenue and Immanuel, Fort Smith; First
Church, Fouke; Gardner, Hamburg; First
Church, Horatio; First Church, Huttig, and
Geyer Springs First, Immanuel, and
Markham Street, all of Little Rock.

Other distinguished church WMUs were:
First Church, Manila; First Church, Marianna;
First Church, Mountain Home; First Church,

Newport; Amboy, Levy, and Park Hill, all
North Little Rock; First Church, Prairie
Grove; Pyatt; First Church and Temple
Church, Searcy; Beech Street, Texarkana;
First Church, Ward, and First Church, West
Memphis

Distinguished associations cited were:
Concord, Independence, Liberty, North Pu-
laski, and Southwest

Mr. and Mrs. Rex Holt, missionaries to
Togo, are the parents of Sara Elizabeth
born June 17. They are in the States and
may be addressed at Box 61, Sledge, Miss
38670. He was born in Jonesboro, Ark., and
grew up there and in Bay and McCormick,
Ark., and Wilmington, Calif. She is the
former Sherry Puckett of Paragould, Ark.
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis-
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sion Board in 1975, resigned in 1980 and re-
appointed in 1982.

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory B. Meeks, are the
parents of Erin Beth, born June 13. Mission-
aries to Taiwan, they may be addressed at
372 Chien Hsing Lu, Taichung 400, Taiwan.
He considers Hot Springs, Ark., his home-
town, and she is the former Jackie Hunter
of Paragould, Ark. They were appointed by

the Foreign Mission Board in 1981.

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Anthony, Baptist
representatives to Israel, have arrived in the
States on furlough (address: 2871 Stanton,
Fayetteville, Ark. 72701). He is a native of
Hope, Ark. The former Connie Goble, she
was born in Winamac, Ind., and grew up in
Mount Ida, Ark. They were appointed by
the Foreign Mission Board in 1973
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‘Walk Across America’ authors speak at SBL

SPRING HILL, Tenn. — Peter and Bar-
bara Jenkins, whose writing about their
walk across America has captured the
country’s imagination, spoke during the
Home Mission Board program Wednesday
evening, June 15, at the Southern Baptist
Convention in Pittsburgh

The best-selling authors, who are now
members of Spring Hill (Tenn.) Church, met
at New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary where Barbara was a student when
Peter completed the first 1,900-mile leg of
his famous walk. In his first book, A Walk
Across Ametica, Peter described his conver-
sion at a New Orleans revival led by South-
ern Baptist evangelist James Robison

Jenkins began his walk from Alfred, New
York, in October, 1973. Disillusioned with
thé nation’s political, social and moral up-
heavals, the Connecticut native and his
dog, Cooper, began an odyssey on foot
which carried him into the lives of a Vir-
ginia mountain man, a loving black family
in North Carolina, and many other ““Ameri-
can heroes.”

After their marriage, the Jenkinses con-
tinued the journey westward on July 5,
1976. Along the way from Louisiana’s Gulf
Coast to Oregon’s Pacific shore, they
worked in a gator-trapping camp, a Mexi-
can restaurant, the Texas gas fields and an
Idaho ranch. The second half of the near
5,000-mile transcontinental hike ended
two-and-a-half years later

The saga of both treks was seen by an es-
timated 50 million readers of National Ceo-
graphic. The first book is now in its 20th
printing and has been translated into eight
languages. The second account, A Walk
West, is in its 12th printing. Both books re-
main bestsellers in paperback editions and
are “crossover books” on both the secular
and religious bestseller lists. CBS is also
considering a movie or television special
based on the couple’s story

After they waded into the Pacific Ocean
at the end of their walk, Peter thought “that
part of our lives was behind us.” They set-
tled on a 150-acre farm in the tiny town of
Spring Hill, population 1100

Yet the torrent of mail and speaking op-
portunities indicated “the Lord had opened
a door for us to communicate with the
world,” Peter said. Strangers often write to
thank them for “showing us the real Amer-
ica” and to plead for them to keep writing,
he added

Most also add “we loved your books, but
how come you didn’t stop in our part of the
country?” Jenkins reported with a laugh
(Southern Baptists who would like to share
information about their corner of America
are invited to write Jenkins at Box 20,
Franklin, TN 37064.)

The authors now plan to write a third
book “exploring the rest of America” and
describing their life on a Tennessee farm
They also are working on a book aimed at
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Christian audiences “based on how the Lord
has taught us to put Christian lifestyle into
practice,” Peter said In addition, they're

considering a film senes

As a Christian, Peter considers himself
“primarily a communicator and as a seed
planter rather than as a preacher. Because |
want to reach the largest possible audi
ence, I'm interested in every sort of me
dium.”

Peter and Barbara h two children: Re

bekah, 3%, and Jedidiah
When he’s not speaking on college cam

five months

puses or before other audiences, Peter
tends to their cattle, cuts hay, helps with
the family garden. In winter, they heat their

farmhouse with a wood stove. Still, Peter
pointed out, “we also have a microwave

and a home computer. We've learned that
you can have the benefits of high technol-
ogy without losing some of the time-hon-
ored knowledge from the past™ _

The Jenkinses chose to settle in the South
primarily because of the people and be-
cause we love the slower-paced lifestyle,”
We also like the Christian
influence you see in the South

Peter estimates he receives more than 20
invitations to speak each week. Yet his and
Barbara’s appearance at the SBC is the only
engagement he’s accepted for the rest of
1983 “I need the time alone to write,” he
explained, “but we prayed about coming to
the Southern Baptist Convention and de-
cided perhaps God can use us to bring a
special word to our fellow Southern Bap-
tists

Peter explained

Peter and Barbara |enkins, pictured with their daughter, Rebekah, and son, Jedidiah,
spoke during the Home Mission Board program Wednesday evening, June 15, at the
Southern Baptist Convention in Pittsburgh.
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Your state convention at work

Student Department s
Student names are important

Steve Masters, BSU Director at Arkansas Technical University
at Russellville, was talking to me about the importance of having
the names of enrolling college students before they arrive on cam-
pus. Steve became excited as he talked about
the results of having the name of one par-
ticular student last summer.

Jan’s name was sent to Steve early in the
summer by her church’s youth director. Steve
and students from the Tech Baptist Student
Union wrote to her several times during the
summer before she enrolled as a freshman.
Upon her arrival in Russellville, Jan im-
mediately became involved in the BSU pro-
gram. She served on the Freshman Council
and by her second semester she advanced to
the Executive Council. She moved her
membership to a local Southern Baptist Church where she began
to assist with youth activities and participated in the witness train-
ing program. As an active witness on campus, she helped to lead
a student to accept Christ in March, and now she is serving as a
BSU summer missionary.

Jan's involvement was a direct result of her church sending the
names of college students to the BSU during the summer. A request
has been made to Sunday school directors, this year, asking for
students’ names and the schools they will attend. We believe that,
like Jan, students will be enlisted in BSU and encouraged to grow
in their faith if their names are submitted to BSU directors before
they arrive at the campus. If your church has not yet sent the names
of enrolling students to BSU, send a list today to Student Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203. — George E. Sims,
associate '

Sims

Church Training
Dynamic Doctrines

This is the third in a series of articles on Developing Believers,
the primary focus of Bold Mission Thrust for the coming year,
1983-84. Last week the Believer's Ministry Covenant was introduced.
Now, let me introduce you to Dynamic
Doctrines.

Doctrinal study must be a major part of
a church’s efforts to develop believers. Paul
emphasized the church’s responsibility to,
“prepare all God's people for the work of
Christian service, in order to build up the body
of Christ and so we shall all come together to
that oneness in our faith and in our knowledge
of the Son of God...”(Eph. 4:12-13 TEV). This
oneness in the faith and this preparation for
Christian service, are dependent upon an
understanding of Christian doctrine.

Dynamic Doctrines includes a three-month study of basic Chris-
tian doctrine to be offered for adults, youth and children this fall
quarter, October-December, 1983. The study materials will appear
in the dated Church Training periodicals for these ages.

In addition to the doctrine study, the evening worship service
can be planned to support the doctrine studied during Church Train-
ing. The hymns, special music and sermon can be planned to focus
on these key doctrines. Pastors and ministers of music will find sug-
gestions for the worship services in the fall issues of Church Ad-
ministration, Proclaim and The Church Musician. The June issue of
the Church Training magazine contains a suggested worship service
outline for each Sunday of the fall quarter (pp. 26-35).

Don’t miss out on Dynamic Doctrines. It can provide your

Page 10

Holley

church one of its greatest opportunities for a well-coordinated em-
phasis on key doctrinal truths. — Robert Holley, Director

Evangelism 1
Evangelism, God’s Priority

Jesus stated in Luke 19:10 “For the son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost”. | am delighted to see evangelism
made a priority by God’s servants.

In a recent R.A. camp directed by Neal
Guthrie, evangelism was made a priority. Six
precious boys came to know Jesus as Savior
and Lord.

Ervin Keathley and Glen Ennes directed
a music camp for young people. The theme
of evangelism was held high as former Sun-
day School Director Lawson Hatfield preach-
ed. There were eleven precious people saved.

Pat Glascock is the Director of G.As in
Arkansas. She stated, “We build our Bible
Studies and programs around evangelism”. In
the last G.A. camp there were ten precious
girls who came to know Christ.

The Evangelism Department in cooperation with the Home Mis-
sion Board has bought a new revival tent. The tent was used for
the first time at Leonard Street Church, Hot Springs under the direc-
tion of Pastor Henry Applegate. Evangelist Rex Easterling did the
preaching and Music Evangelist Clarence Hill directed the music.
There were twenty-nine people wonderfully saved.

John Robbins, pastor of Second Baptist Church, Monticello,
taught a recent witnessing class for the Evangelism Department at
Siloam Springs. Twenty-seven adults were trained to share their
witness. During the week they personally led six people to Christ.

| am excited and thrilled to see that God uses a variety of ways
and means to bring about the end results; salvation of souls. —
Clarence Shell, director

Sunday School
Weekday Early Education Workshop

Many of our Arkansas Baptist churches minister to preschoolers
and their families through Weekday Early Education programs. These
include kindergarten, day care, and Mother’s Day Out.

The Missions and Sunday School Depart-
ments sponsor an annual workshop to assist
WEE directors, teachers, and committee
members in doing a better job of teaching and
ministering to these preschoolers.

The 1983 workshop will be held on July
28-29 in the Geyer Springs First Church, Lit-
tle Rock. Sessions are scheduled for
9:30-11:30, 12:30-3:15, and 6:30-8:30 on
Thursday and 8:30-12:00 on Friday.

Lunch will be served at the church on
Thursday. Reservations should be made by Fri-
day, July 22.

Special interest conferences will include art, music, WEE direc-
tors, teaching younger preschoolers, learning centers, meal plann-
ing, Mother’s Day Out.

Program personnel will include: Dr. Jeroline Baker, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary; Dr. Otho Hesterly, University of Arkan-
sas Medical Sciences; Pamela Arrington, Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity; and Rose Jones, Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care Ser-
vices; and Angie Greer, Henderson State University.

For more information and luncheon reservations, write or call
Pete Petty or Pat Ratton, PO. Box 552, Little Rock, 72203, 376-4791.
— Pat Ratton

Shell

Ratton
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Your state convention at work

Family and Child Care
Baptists’ cooperation

Recent reading of some of the events in our Arkansas Baptist
State Convention history has refreshed my thinking on the concept
of cooperation. As people become intensely concerned for others
they reach out to help. [

Sometimes the needs are so great the help
of others must be enlisted to achieve the
desired result. At that point a system of
cooperation begins to emerge. .

This cooperation reaches out beyond our
own local area. It crosses many barriers to
bring the needed help.

It is very refreshing to have people from
various agencies and institutions cooperating
together in ministry to hurting people. One
recent example came from the Association of
Women Students at Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity. They raised some money for use by our child care agency in
helping children. Along with the check came a letter with these
words. ““Thank you for allowing us to help in your work. God bless
you and the children.’

Being a part of our Baptist family where the spirit of co-
operation prevails is indeed a blessing from God. We rejoice that
we are a part of such relationships.

— Homer W. Shirley, Jr., director of development

AW ¥

Shirley

Stewardship Department
Debbie’s goat

Debbie Moore, former staff member of Arkansas Baptist WMU,
is now a Southern Baptist Missionary in Monrovia, Liberia. Miss
Moore is one of our 3300 plus dedicated, busy, practical
missionaries.

Gas is three dollars a gallon in Monrovia and Debbie found this
too expensive to mow her yard. She found a cheaper way.

Our missionaries receive a housing allowance to provide for their
shelter needs on the mission field. Debbie used a part of her
allowance to buy a goat. With the goat mowing the grass, Debbie
saves $15.00 a week.

The Cooperative Program provides housing for our missionaries.
It also provides for a lot of other daily expenses. Because the chur-
ches give together through the Cooperative Program, our mis-

sionaries labor with the assurance that Southern Baptists will pro-
vide for their needs.

And the missionaries stretch our mission dollars. Inflation has
cut back money for programs. Dollars saved in housing or transpor-
tation are used for programs, materials and outreach. That's why
Debbie bought the goat with Cooperative Program money.

Southern Baptists now have missionaries in 100 couuntries. We
also have printing presses, buildings, schools, hospitals, vehicles, trac-
tors and wells. Last year over 140,000 confessed Christ as savior and
followed him in baptism as a result of our Cooperative Program
expenditures.

— James A. Walker, director
Christian Life Council

The All-American Cop-Out

Jay Strack, dynamic preacher and pastor of the Riverside Church
in Ft. Myers, Florida, probably speaks to more youth and adults about
the drug problem in society than any other person. He has
written a book, Drugs and Drinking. Every
church library should have this. Anyone work- =
ing with children and youth should read it. It
is written by one who has been there. Christ
turned Jay Strack’s life around. He speaks from
experience.

Why does one begin drinking alcoholic

beveragest Why do other drugs find their way
into a person’s life style? Five reasons are sug-
gested by the author. He uses the acrostic
“peace’”: Pressure, Escape, Availability, Curiosi-
ty, and Emptiness. Pressure is something that
both young and old have to deal with. Paul’s
admonition against conforming to the patterns of this age speaks
to this (Rom. 12:1-2). The way to handle the stresses and problems
of life is Christ, through whom we can do all things (Phil. 4:13). A
scripture that relates to the problem of the awful availability of drugs
in our culture is, “Where sin abounds, grace does even more
abound,” (Rom. 5:20). “Curiosity killed the cat.’ Curiosity often
results in death and destruction. God's word tells of many who fell
victim to such, including Adam and Eve,

Finally, emptiness is best solved by the indwelling and infilling
power of the Holy Spirit. Thank God for writers and preachers like
Jay Strack who out of personal and education experiences continue
to combat such as “demon rum’ and other murderous drugs.

— Bob Parker, director

Parker

Arkansan aids Zimbabwe revival

Sanyati, Zambabwe (8P) — Another
round of spiritual revival erupted during a
three-week period in Zimbabwe's bush
country as 3,771 persons made profession
of faith in. An Arkansas journeyman, Mark
Dewbre, was among involved.

The responses, which may add at least 11
churches, followed repeated showings of the
Life Ministries’ film “Jesus.” A team from Life
Ministries (called Campus Crusade for Christ
in the United States) showed the film twice
nightly to 14,085 people throughout the
Sanyati and Gokne area.

“Not a single Baptist church existed in 11
of the 24 areas the film was shown.” said
Southern Baptist missionary Bob Parker, a
church developer. “We're praying churches
will start there.”

The first round of revival occurred late
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last year when Parker visited 38 government
bush schools. He preached to more than
20,000 students and accounted for 6,037
professions of faith.

Those converts were enrolled in “One
Way Clubs" for discipleship training organiz-
ed by Parker and led weekly by Dewbre and
another journeyman. Zimbabwe Baptist
leaders then projected a potential doubling
of churches in the area.

Parker, Dewbre, and others promoted film
attendance at One Way Clubs. Zimbabwe
Baptists joined them in counseling converts
and planning follow-up.

Missionaries expect the new converts pro-
moted film attendance at One Way Club and
enrollment in the Zimbabwe Baptist Mis-
sion’s Bible Way Correspondence School.

Parker said the mission will seek to enroll

people more than 12 years old in the Bible
Way Correspondence School and incor-
porate all school-age children into the One
Way Clubs. He will encourage Zimbabwe
Baptists to provide discipleship training for
new converts.

He also plans to conduct weekend revival
services where the film was shown.
Recreation for any church

A church of any size can have a program
of recreation for church members and
others, according to Timer Hartley, minister
of recreation at North Church, McKinney,
Tex. Many people mistakenly feel that in
order to have a recreation program, their
church must have a recreation building.

Most churches have a fellowship hall
where they can have activities like
fellowships or exercise classes.
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Lessons for living

July 17, 1983

International
Hannah: Faithful and
prayerful

by D. C. McAtee, member, First Church,
Forrest City

Basic passage: | Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20, 24-28;
212

Focal passage: | Samuel 1:9-11

Central truth: God does hear our prayers,
and delivers in his time.

1. Hannah's background.

Hannah had a beautiful name. With a
slight change it becomes Anna or Ann. She
was a Godly woman who believed in prayer.
She was the favorite wife of Elkanah, a good
but easy going, undistinguished priest. Since
Hannah was barren, Elkanah took to wife
Peninnah, and had several children by her.
Peninnah would chide Hannah for her in-
ability to have children. This was probably
due to the fact that she knew Elkanah loved
Hannah more than he did her. Finally the
condition becomes more than Hannah
could bear alone.

2. Hannah is a prayerful woman.

The time comes when Hannah could not
be comforted even by her husband. Each
year as they would go to Shiloh for special
religious services, Peninnah seemed to ir-
ritate Hannah even more. Even though she
was apparently a very religious person, there
came a time when there was no where to
go but to the Lord.

Verse 10 tells us that she was greatly
distressed, and prayed to the Lord and wept
bitterly. In verse 11 she makes a vow that if
God will remember her and give her a son,
that she will give him to the Lord all the days
of his life and a razor shall never come on
his head.

3.Hannah's prayer is answered.

Having found spiritual victory in prayer
(v. 18) Hannah's face was no longer sad. They
arose early in the morning, worshipped
before the Lord, and returned to their home
in Ramah. As they continued their family
relationships (v. 20) in due time, after she had
conceived, she gave birth to a son, and nam-
ed him Samuel, meaning, ‘“Meaning
because | have asked him of the Lord”.

4. Hannah keeps her promise.

These verses tell us how Hannah kept her
promise to the Lord, and brought him to Eli
at the temple, to rear and train, and use in
the Lord’s service as long as he lives.

5. Hannah shows her gratitude to the
Lord.

This is evidence of the fact that good
things do come to those who wait upon the
Lord. Do we take time to show our love and
appreciation for all the good things he does
for us daily? If not, we should.

This lesson treatment is based on the International Bible Lesson
for Christian Teaching, Uniform Series. Copyright International
Council of Education. Used by permission.
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Life and Work
Living Justly
by Tony Berry, First Church, Dardanelle

Basic passage: Psalm 2;
14:5,12,21:16:8; Micah 6:8

Proverbs

Focal passage: Psalm 1:1-6; Proverbs
14:5,12,21:16:8; Micah 6:8

Central truth: Jesus Christ is ultimate truth.
We must relate to him if we are to live justly.

Our day is one of questions and doubt.
To say that God is ultimate truth is to bring
argumentative questions from the non-
believing community. To give a Biblical
understanding as to the meaning of what liv-
ing justly means is to operate from the
perspective that Jesus Christ is “’the way, the
truth, and the life!” Those of us who believe
Christ is our Savior and example seek to
model our living after him. We question
God, not from the position of unbelief, but
to learn all we can about the person whom
we love.

The position of the Psalmist in regard to
living justly is to institute God’s law as the
ultimate model. The person who relates to
God as the model for living justly is:

|. A happy person because such a person
rejects the temptation to walk or sit with
those who scorn the model of God.

2. One who delights in the law of God.
He gives attention to the study and practice
of God's law day and night.

3. Living by the model of God strengthens
the disciple of God: like a tree planted by
rivers of water; bears fruit...regardless of the
weather and he prospers in all that he does.

Those who choose a model other than
God are described as follows: useless as chaff
and controlled by every wind of doctrine; the
ungodly will not live justly and the life style
of the ungodly will perish.

The writer of Proverbs shares insight into
the benefits of the person who lives justly.
The person who lives justly is known as one
who gives a faithful witness. Misrepresenta-
tion and false witnessing are foreign to the
person who lives justly. If we believe the
words of Jesus, ““l am the way, the truth and
the life’” then we must acknowledge God to
be ultimate truth. Those who refuse to view
God from this perspective are described in
verse 12, “there is a way which seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways
of death.”

Finally, Micah tells us that living justly is
relating to God by doing justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.
Living a life attached to God through faith
and service is the essential key to living justly.
This lesson is based on the Life and Work Curriculum for
Southern Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sunday School

Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

Bible Book Series
The practice of wisdom

by Bernard Beasley, First Church, Hardy
Basic passage: Proverbs 16:1-22:16

Focal passage: Proverbs 16:23-24;
17:5,7,15,23,28; 18:7-8,21; 19:17,24; 20:4,13;
21:3, 13,23

Central truth: The prudent person exercises
wisdom in speech, diligent work, and his
concern for others.

As difficult as it is to outline the thoughts,
ideas, and truths of the book of Proverbs,
there is unity in this book. Its dynamic focus
is on the practical application of wisdom.
Apparently the writer of this book did not
have an outline in mind, thus this lesson is
topical in approach.

The basic problems of relationship and
motivation, which have been about the
same across the years, are the very subjects
to which the book of Proverbs addresses
itself. As one observer says, “Our age may
be different, but the problem spots that give
rise to anxieties and difficulties to human be-
ings remains pretty constant.”

Over and over the writer of Proverbs says,
“watch your language”. Our words reveal
our true selves. Distorted communication
causes problems in every area of life. Dif-
ficulties in family relations, in our day-to-day
lives, and in national and international rela-
tionships can be traced back to distorted
communication. It has been pointed out that
over 100 verses in Proverbs deal with the use
of the tongue and how its wrong use brings
travail. The Apostle Paul wrote, ““Let your
speech always be gracious, seasoned with
salt, so that you may know how you ought
to answer every one’’ (Col. 4:6RSV).

Much of this particular section of Proverbs
has to do with wisdom and integrity in
speech, one’s relationships, and daily work.
Over and over we read encouragements and
warnings in the realm of family relationships.

Respect for parents, grandparents,
children and grandchildren is revealed as an
expression of true wisdom. Many of these
“wisdom sentences’ remind us of the max-
ims and teachings recorded in the Epistle of
James in the New Testament.

The moral, ethical and spiritual precepts
of this section of this book remind us of our
responsibility to the poor, the value of our
reputation, and the importance of our
diligence in work. A well-known Baptist
leader in our State a few years back, often
stated his motto as being, “Stay humble,
keep sweet, and work hard"”. This was his
every day philosophy stated in simple and
positive words. Much of what the writer of
Proverbs said might be summed up in these
seven words!

This lesson treatment is based on the Bible Book Study for the
Southern Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sunday School

Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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missionary notes

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Viser, missionar-
ies to Brazil, have completed furlough and
returned to the field (address: Caixa Postal
2541, 20000 Rio de Janeiro, R), Brazil). He is
a native of Memphis, Tenn. The former Su-
san Sims, she was born in Camden, Ark,
and grew up there and in Hot Springs and
Pine Bluff, Ark. They were appointed by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1978

Patricia Frost, Baptist representative to
Jordan, has arrived in the States for fur-
lough (address: General Delivery, Parks,
Ark. 72950). A native of Parks, she was ap-
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1978

Don’t be
a dummy!
Join me
o) AT

Arkansas Baptist
Youth Day

Saturday, Sept. 10, 1983
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

i
o

Featuring:

e Cynthia Clawson

¢ Bob Norman

e ““Captain DiscipleLife’
* Much More

For information contact:

Church Training Department, P.O.
Box 552, Little Rock, Ark. 72203.
Phone 376-4791.

July 14, 1983

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Crawford, mission-
aries to Venezuela, have arrived in the
States for furlough (address: 5804 S. Fresno
Ter., Ft. Smith, Ark. 72903). They are natives
of Oklahoma. He was born in Tonkawa and
lived in Bristow, Hugo and Poteau. She is
the former Sammye Henson of Poteau
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis-
sion Board in 1969

Sheri Grober, daughter of Mr. and Mrs
Glendon D. Grober, missionaries to Brazil,
married Bruce Burnett in Little Rock, Ar
kansas, on June 4. Bruce is the son of Mr
and Mrs. Johnny N. Burnett, missionaries to
Brazil. The bride’s parents are in the States
on furlough (address: 717 North Hughes,
Little Rock, Ark. 72205). Grober was born in
Vicksburg, Miss., and lived there and in
Russellville, Ark., while growing up. She is

the former Marjorie Stelle of Bullard Coun-
ty, Ky. The Burnetts are also in the States
(address: Rt 7, Box 364, Fayetteville, Ark
72701). A Texan, he was born near Wills
Point and grew up in the Terrell area. The
former Barbara Evans, she was bomn in
Hazelvalley, Ark, and lived in Wichita and
near Haysville, Kans, while growing up.
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis-
sion Board in 1966. The Grobers were ap-
pointed by the board in 1955

Mr. and Mrs. Graydon B. Hardister, Bap-
tist representatives to Jordan, have arrived
in the States for furlough (address: 37 Wal-
nut Valley Dr, Little Rock, Ark. 72211)
They are natives of Arkansas. He was bom
near Reydell and also lived in Pine Bluff
She is the former Betty Williams of Bauxite.
They were appointed by the Foreign Mis-
sion Board in 1965

Parkway

Village:

The New Tradition of

Excellence

in Lifecare.

Join in an active, joyful parti-
cipationinlife - at Baptist Medical
System’s new $40 million, 600-
unit retirement community. It's a
tradition in lifecare, designed to
care for all physical, emotional
and spiritual needs in an atmos-
phere that promotes fun-filled,
active living, Apartments, cot-
tages, gracious dining, transpor-
tation, housekeeping and
much more.

Call or write for more informa-
tion. Information Center com-
plete with model units is open,
so reserve a place for yourself in
the Village. (501) 227-2036.

2
.
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Hollinger named California editor

FRESNO, Calif. (BP) — Herbert V. Hollin-
ger, editor of the Northwest Baptist Wit-
ness, was elected editor of “The California
Southern Baptist,” newsjournal of the
Southern Baptist General Convention of
California, in a called meeting of the board
operations committee of the Executive
Board, June 7

He will assume the office Sept. 1

Hollinger succeeds Elmer L. Gray, who
has been the editor since March of 1974
Gray is retiring but will continue with the
paper as a consultant until December.

Hollinger, a graduate of the University of

Bus tour New England fall foliage
Sept. 28-Oct. 7
For Free Brochure contact:
Ralph’s Travel Club,
P.O. Box 914, N. Little Rock, AR 72115
Phone: (501) 753-8280

S
o

The Keys to
Suocessiul Family Living
belong to
every church in America
through our Weekend Encounters.
FOR INFORMATION WRITE
13771 N. CENTRAL EXPWY., SUITE 711
DALLAS, TX 75243

University Inn
4115 S. University
Little Rock, Ark. 72204
Town houses, efficiency apartments,

large rooms, double or king beds.

New pool, color TV.

Daily, weekly or monthly rates.
Close to shopping centers and restau-
rants.

Call us for more info 565-2333.

=7 CUSTOM
Leveer e ] nipRINTED

T-SHIRTS

$2.25

| Made in
i_ USA

OR JERSEYS

FOR YOUR
CHURCH  YOUTH GROUP  CAMP
Top Quality . 50% cotton/50% polyester

SPORTS WAREHOUSE

(501) 268-9895
809 E. Race Searcy, AR 72143

Idaho and Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary, began his career in journalism
with secular newspapers. He worked with
the “Reminder” and “Reminder Morning
News” of Burley, ldaho, and later was
editor and general manager of the “South
Idaho Press,” also of Burley

He was licensed to preach in 1970 by
First Baptist Church of Graton, Calif

Hollinger will be the sixth full-time editor
of “The California Southern Baptist.”

Hollinger is married to the former Mary
Hartsfield and they have three children
Doug, 17; Kerri, 15; and Tracy, 12

Barnes Canoe Rental
Since 1965
“Float the Best”
The complete float service
Yellville, Ark. (501) 449-6235
Church groups welcome

Buffalo National River

LARGEST MAN

IBERGLASS

oF
CHURCH PRODUCTS

NUFACTURER

Write tor teee
color brochure

AC 214 657-6522 Box 210

LEE CLEMENTS

home phone (501) 835-2054
DAVID CLEMENTS

home phone (501) 834-3674

K

CORPORATION
6160 Getty Drive
North Little Rock, Ark. 72117
Phone 501-835-8037

Specialists
in Church
Construction
Financing
available

-Rebind or restore——
your favorite Bible

Hand Bibles $22.50, family Bi-
bles $50.00 and up (minimum
inside repair), extra repair at
hourly rate — will give esti-
mate. Top grade leather only.
Return postage paid, book rate.
Send to: B & B Book Bindery,
P.O. Box 423, Mabelvale,
Ark. 72103. Phone: 455-1709.

Outstanding group package! Stay at
Keller's Country
Dorm Resort
Rt. 1, Eurcka Springs, Ark., and see the Great
Passion Play (thru Oct.) for only $18 each, in-
cluding tickets, lodging, swimming & meals!
Call 501/253-8418.

Sam éathey

The 1983 Annual

Paul Jackson

Bible Conference
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church-Little Rock, AR
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My perspective on

Its purpose is good

After | surren-
dered to the minis-
try | had the ad-
vantage of both
university and
seminary educa-
tion. Many of my
friends did not
have this opportu-
nity. Some had sur-
rendered later in
life and had family
and heavy financial Hurley
responsibilities. Others were bi-voca-
tional pastors. My advice to them
through the years has been to build a
good library and spend much time in it
studying.

Now Southern Baptist Seminary is at-
tempting to carry out Dr. James P.
Boyce’s dream of 1859 of “offering to
every man such opportunities of theolog-
ical education as he is prepared and de-
sires.” Boyce Bible School, an extension
of Southern, with its broad curriculum
and well trained faculty, is carrying out
this dream in Little Rock.

1 am delighted to be a part of this mis-
sionary venture that is carrying theologi-
cal education off the seminary campus
and making it more available to both the

\i!, — W. Maurice Hurley

» Boyce Bible School ———

man of God and the layman who desirEJ

Soviet Baptist groups reconciled, Claas says

PITTSBURGH (BP) — Two major Baptist
groups in the Soviet Union have taken an
important first step toward reconciliation,
the general secretary of the Baptist World
Alliance, (BWA) announced

Gerhard Claas of Washington, D.C., just
back from a meeting in Moscow, said 20
representatives of the Autonomous Brethren
accepted an invitation to meet with BWA
and European Baptist Federation officials
and with 10 members of the presidium of
the All-Union Council. The council is the
government-recognized organization for
five evangelical denominations, including
Baptists.

The Autonomous Brethren, who also call
themselves the Separatist Brethren because
they have chosen to leave dissident Baptist
ranks and register with the government,
knelt together and were reconciled around
the communion table, Claas reported

One representative of’ the dissidents,
whose former chief Georgi Vins now lives
in the United States, participated in the
meeting as an observer, he said

Claas cautioned there is still “a long way
to go, but this is a very important first step
— a great step forward.”

Nobody knows the exact number of
evangelicals or Baptists in the Soviet Union
today, Claas explained, because it was 20
years ago that official registration occurred
and the government refuses to acknowl-
edge that evangelicals have continued to
grow.

But some estimates range upward to 4.5

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We believe we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556
Route 2, Box 159A
Gurdon, Ark. 71743

Specialists in Kimball
: Everett
Church pianos o

Hammond Organs

Roberson Piano Company

BAPTISTRIES

\ FIBERGILASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS

CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURFE

TOLL FREE 1.800-251.0679 « TN. COLLECT 615.875.0679
h 3511 H N PK_+ CHATTA. TN 37415 ‘

May I help you with your
new or used car needs?

Dick Layton Buick
4601 South University
Little Rock, AR 72204
Ph.: (501) 562-3330

Bill Duvall

2528 N. West Ave. Call: Roy or Rebecca Roberson
El Dorado, 71730 8624992 — Home 8634520
Qu ALTY
VAN SALES

Used 12 and 15-passenger vans, special
prices to churches, (501) 268-4490, 1500
E. Race, Searcy, Ark. 72143, Larry Car-
son, Butch Copeland.

million evangelicals, about 2.5 million of
these Baptists, he said

The All-Union Council is officially listed
with about a half million members

Claas said about 10,000 to 15,000 Soviet
citizens are believed to be members of the
64 churches which decided sometime back
to withdraw from Vins’ Church Council of
Evangelical Baptists and register. About an
equal number apparently are still in the
council which Vins formerly headed

Claas said Vins’ former church is among
the 64 who now have registered with the
government

Products/services

Closed for inventory

All day Monday, Aug. 1, 1983
Baptist Book Store, 9101 West
Markham St., Little Rock, AR
72205, Phone (501) 225-6009

(e
[}

aufﬁ.rimmuu/\
with
AEROBIRHYTHMS

ATTEND A WORKSHOP AND BECOME AN
AEROBIC INSTRUCTOR IN YOUR CHURCH
JULY 22nd & 23rd — FBC
Jerry Johnson 62 Plea
Little Rock, Ark. 72212

AUGUST 18th & 20th — FEC
Jim Baker P.O. Box 1158
Jackson, Ms. 39205 601-355-2911

SEPTEMBER 23rd & 24th — FBC
John Garner  P.O. Drawe
Minden, La. 71055 31t

SEPTEMBER 30th & OCTOBER 15t — Ger-
mantown Baptist Church
Frank Drinkard 2316 Germar
Germantown, Tenn. 38138 (Memg

901-754-1723

Pew Pew Pew
Cushions Cushions Cushions
We are clearing our warehouse!!!

New and used cushions below wholesale price
Several colors and styles available

Contact: Albert George Manufacturing Company
522 Vine Street, North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114
1-501-375-2921

Makers of lay-in pew cushions, drapes & upholstered seats
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SBC datelines

Three SBC agencies join forces

by Carel Sisson
BIRMINGHAM, Ala (BP) — \Woman's
Missionary Unton, the Home Mission Board
and the Brotherhood Commission agreed to
combine their mission action ettorts in or
der to work more productively with South-
ern Baptist churches, and ult ly re
spopd more effectively to Bold Mission
Thrust and its objectives
Chief executive officers v Wy
erford (WMU), William Tanner (HAB) and
James, Smith (Brotherhood) signed a tormal
agreement in February, defining each agen
cy's area of initiative in mission action ihe
intent is to use the Home Mission Board's

= Are you

> moving?

v 4
v Please give us two 7

weeks advance
notice. Clip this
portion with your

m old address label,
2% supply new address
below and send to |
Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine.
P. O. Box 552,
A Little Rock. AR
o 72003
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| |
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Executive tabs chairman

PITTSBURGH (BP) — Members of the
Southern Baptist Convention Executive
Committee have elected a Dallas layman
as chairman and authorized the establish-
ment of a five-person committee to oversee
construction of a new $8 million SBC build-
ing in Nashville .

W. Dewey Presley, a Dallas businessman
and member of Park Cities Church, was un-
opposed for a one-year term as chairman
He has been vice-chairman of the commit-
tee.

Nelson Duke, pastor of First Church, Jef-
ferson City, Mo, was elected vice-chairman
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and WMU and
rtise i using volunteers
d program speciahsts trom the
1es met this month to begin im-
ng plans outlined in the agree-

expertise in - aunistering
Brotherhood s ex
Marketing
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All

withess to persons ot special needs

three of these agencies minister and
This
us put our etforts to-
termpact ond less duplica-

eip

1te executive di

rector tor WAL, sad

Primary responsibility for mission action
still resides with WAU and Brotherhood
However. the HMB's church missions com-
muttee and associational missions will now
be the one to survey and to identify mission
nd opportunities in the com-

actions need
munity and association

Survevin
all three

vas previously conducted by
ies indwadually. Each still
has the option of imitiating 1ts own survey, if
the need sh

WMU an.

organize and 2

sId arise

rotherhood will continue to
ry out mission action work
i churches but will work more closely with
the HMB in Lsing their expertise in identify-
g and  ministening specific  target
groups The three agencies will jointly use
materials that will be used in ministering to
these groups
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CP giving hits record

Single adults an
untapped resource

GLORIETA, NM. (BP) — Single adults
can make significant leadership and finan-
cial contributions to Southern Baptist
churches but they remain the greatest un-
tapped resource in the Southern Baptist
Convention

John C. Howell, professor of ethics and
family life at Midwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Kansas City, Mo, and Dan
Crawford, national evangelism consultant
with singles, Home Mission Board, Atlanta,
Ga. addressed 65 participants attending
the second national conference for single
adult special consultants. The conference
is a project of the family ministry depart-
ment of the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board

Crawford said 34 percent of the United
States adult population are single adults
and “while we sit around talking about
Bold Mission Thrust and evangelism the
world is literally going to hell because we
have failed to utilize one-third of our re-
sources.” Non-Christian singles are also one
of the greatest mission fields available to
Southern Baptists, he said

Howell believes churches are “slowly
realizing single adults can make significant
contributions through time, money, energy
and talents.”

by Craig Bird

NASHVILLE, Tenn (BP) — More money,
$9.115,509. was received by the national
Cooperative Program of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention in May, 1983 than in any
May in history

This 1s only the fourth month in the
58-year history of the Cooperative Program
{the SBC's umified giving plan) that gifts have
exceeded 59 million,” Harold C. Bennett, ex-
ecutive secretary-director of the SBC Execu-
tive Committee, said “And this is the first
time Southern Baptists have given at that
level in some month other than January.”

The monthly total s 1717 percent
(81,335,482) above May, 1982 figures. For
the first nine months of the SBC fiscal year,
CP contributions are 9 4 percent (more than
$58 million) ahead of the same period a
year ago

“1 am awed and thankful tor the commit-
ment to Bold Mission Thrust (the SBC effort
to share the message of Christ with every-
one in the world by the vear 2000) and for
the confidence in the national SBC pro-
grams these gifts retlect.” Bennett said.

When you add the designated gifts to
the Cooperative Programs gifts, Southern
Baptists )5t 317 8 million dur-
ing May to nt the claims of Jesus
Christ to ct id th immediately

ted a

£ Prese

werld, b

through our mission programs and in the
future through our educational efforts,” he
added

The more than 36,000 SBC churches send
voluntary contributions to the 34 state con-
ventions which, in turn, decide for them-
selves what to send to the national level.
Approximately one-third of the money sent
to the states is forwarded to the national

SBC

The $9 million month also pushed the
budget back on target to meet both the
basic and the challenge budgets of the
SBC. If the present level of giving is sus-
tained, national Cooperative Program re-
ceipts would total $102,717,318.

Designated gifts to national programs
are up 6.15 percent over a year ago. After
nine months designated gifts totalled
$68,172,808 ($66.2 million to the Foreign
Mission Board and the Home Mission
Board)

If both CP and designated giving contin-
ues at the same rate, the national programs
will receive more than $200,000 million
during the present fiscal year. After nine
months the combined CP and designated
totals are more than $10 million ahead of
last year.
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