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QOuachita became a more diverse campus as
the number of available majors increased over the
years. However, its original purpose which was
to prepare students for ministry and leaching still
existed. An important pari of many religion
majors' schedules included membership in various
religion clubs. These clubsprovided opportunities
t0 leamn, as well as chances to minister to other
students and the community. Religious clubs
included the Christian Ministries Fellowship
{CMF), CARE and the Baptist Student Union
(BSU).

The Christian Ministries Fellowship was
an organization that mettwice a month on Monday
nights to hear messages from various ministerson
a variety of 1opics. Most speakers were involved
in the Southem Baptist Convention in some
capacity. Each meeting required attendance of
religion majors who were on scholarship, This
was one result of the fact that these students were
given scholarships by churches and was a
requirement that accompanied their scholarship.
However, these meetings were not restricted 1o
only religion majors.

The format of these services usuwally
included hymns followed by a message of
instruction or teaching for those who atlended.
Oflen the inessage was followed by ashortquestion
and answer period designed 10 address the issues
that students were most concerned about.

Bruce Smith, a Pastoral Ministry major
from Little Rock, said, “I think a lot of the
messages are for equipping stdents as ministers
for their future. Most of these speakersrelate their
experiences in the ministry to help us prepare for
the future.”

The topics varied but as Smith added, “It"s
good becanse it may not necessarily helpme asa
student, but it will help me afier I become a
minister.”

CARE was an organization that focused on
counseling and minisiry. The club was founded

Students inreligious clubs

found Christian support
while enriching their

learning at the same time.

-
in 1990, but membership grew to more than 30
students. Most of these students were family life
ministry/Chrisuan counseling majors. Those who
majored in this area were required 10 become
members.

The group was formed and sponsored by
religion professor and school counselor, Dr. Bill
Viser,and mettolisien 1o speakers discuss various
aspecls of counseling.

Michetle Thompson said, “The meetings
helped get us familiar with new ideas in the
counseling field.”

The group sent out surveys to discover
what issues smdents were most concerned with.
These issues included self-esteem, depression
and eating disorders among other things.

Thompson said, “One of our goals for the
future is to open a student hotling. We hope this
will allow students 1o call and discuss probiems
they might have with someone who cares and can
help.”

The BSU was not exclusive o Quachita,
Baplist Student Unions were found on campuses
around the country and included students from
various backgrounds with different majors.
Ouachita’s BSU included some 30 ministries that
were each placed under a member of the BSU
Executive Council. The organization met once a
week to discuss upcoming events and to plan

future activiues.

Wes Hamilton, one of the six members of
the Executive Council, said that the membership
and involvement had grown.

“A lot of students get involved because
they have an interest in the mission trips. Our
mission Lrip to the Soviet Union only included
two ministry majors,” he said. “There is a new
attitude of wanting to be involved.”

These mission trips were only one aspect of
the BSU. They took one international trip to the
Soviet Union and a Spring Break mission trip o
Washington, D.C. These trips were composed of
students with various niajors who were interested
in ministry outside Arkansas. Students were
committed 1o meeting once a week and were
responsible for raising their own funds.

The BSU also sponsored share ieams Lo
minister around the conmmunity and provided for
the Monticello Children’s Home ministry.
Hamilion said, “We try loprovide as much ministry
as we ¢an (o our community as well as to our
school.” :

However, the BSU seemed 10 concentrale
wnany of its efforts wwards uniling the campus.
They were concerned with growth ininvolvement
as well as growth among the student body.

“We ried to conceniraie more on Campus
because of the stigma that seemed 1o be attached
to the BSU,” Hamilton said. “I would like 10 see
more regular students getting involved. The
minisiry that we provide requires us to rely onone
another and this helps us grow.”

Hamilton added, “We don’t need another
club on campus, The good thing about BSU is
that everyone can come and be theniselves. The
barriers we build up can come down.”

These clubs were not ordinary, but they
were all an integral partof the campus. They were
important in that their purposes were to minister,
and in doing so, they helped unite the siudent
body.*Dar Turncr
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