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Coach Betsy Danner said before the 
19% tennis season began that her squad 
was young and inexperienced, and their 5-
11 record proved her to be right. Danner's 
squad frequently came up short in their 
close matches, and she attributed that to the 
youthfulness of the squad. 

This year's tennis team was comprised 
of five sophomores and one freshman. The 
sophomores were Jennifer Jones, Patti 
Blackard, Shea Morgan, Aimee Dinwiddie, 
and Yoshie Ganaha. Shemica Ward was 
the lone freshman on the squad. 

The Lady Tigers started their season on 
a high note, as they defeated Lyon College 
but then fell to cross-town rival Henderson 
State three days later. 

ANTICIPATION-Sophomore Shea Morgan concentrates on returning a 
volley to her opponent for a possible score. Morgan was one of three returning 
players to the women's tennis team. •photo by Jim Yates 

BACKHAND- Freshman Shernica Ward shows proper form as she prepares 
to return the ball. Ward was a newcomer to the Lady Tiger's tennis team which 
had only three returning players. •photo by Jim Yates 

The loss to Henderson started a six match 
losing streak that included losses to East Texas 
Baptist University, John Brown University, 
and Harding University. 

Danner's squad got back on the winning 
track as they defeated the University of the 
Ozarks and Arkansas Tech University. 

The Lady Tigers fell to Harding and 
Arkansas Tech in the last week of the season, 
but ended the regular season with a win over 
Lyon. 

Three members of the team traveled to 
Oklahoma City for the NAIA Southwest 
Regional Tournament on the anniversary of 
the tragic bombing of the Alfred H. Murrah 
Federal Office Building on April 19, 1995. 
Jennifer Jones was defeated by the number 

one seed in singles Sarah Fox of Schreiner 
College. Dinwiddie and Ganaha were defeated 
by the duo of Katherine Well and Amanda 
Roberts of East Texas Baptist University to 
complete the season. 

Coach Danner had recently been awarded 
one new scholarship for the women's tennis 
program. Danner hoped to use the scholarship 
to recruit a high caliber player to make the 
squad a better team. 

Danner looked forward to next year's 
season. "We have nobody graduating from 
this year's team and we have one scholarship 
to give out," said Danner. "I hope this year's 
team gained experience through the losses we 
had and can learn from those mistakes." • Chris 
Babb 
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CONTEMPLATION-Sophomore Jason 
Miller thinks about his previous swim. Miller was 
a strong swimmer for the team which finished 
ninth in the NAJA. •photo by Guy Lyons 

SWIMMING AND DIVING TEAM-front 
row: Elena Sheina, Kimberly Dickerson, Julia
Faye Kimbrell, Kaela Kenley, Jari Kirkland; sec

ond row: Tom Stickney, Ryan Killackey, Bobby 
Rollins, Vladimir Kravchenko, Carl Davis, Fred 
Dickinson, William Whitney, Andy Russell, Joe 
Crum, Masa Yamamoto, Jason Miller, Aaron 
Gillespy, Shane Carson • photo by GuyLyons 

Tiger Sharks and Lady Tiger Sharks 

REtORD 
NSISL CHAMPIONSHIP 

Men Women 
Henderson State University 852 Henderson State University 
Delta State 744 Delta State 
Ouachita 514.5 University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
University of Arkansas at Little Rock 346.5 John Brown University 
John Brown University 281 William Woods 
Hendrix College 191 Ouachita 

Hendrix College 

9th in the NAIA 20th in the NAIA 

814 
525 
446 
426 
289 
245 
208 

The swim teams prove themselves worthy of their new competition . 

One final trip to San Antonio, Texas, 
marked the end of an era in Tiger Shark 
swimming and marked another year of 
beating the odds. 

The Tiger Sharks had become a fixture 
in the top 10 among swim teams in the 
NAJA, but due to a change in the NCAA 
Division II, coach Jim Dann faced the 
toughest challenge in his 14 year career to 
keep the TigerS harks among the best in the 
nation. "Our younger swimmers will have 
to step up and help us out quite a bit if we 
want to be as successful as we were last 
year," said Dann. 

In San Antonio, Dann' s Tiger Sharks 
proved themselves worthy of the top 10 by 
finishing ninth. This marked the ninth time 
in 10 seasons the non-scholarship program 
had finished among the top 10 teams in the 
nation. 
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For the second straight year, Dann' s Tiger 
Sharks were led by thedivingofJeff Anthony 
and Bobby Rollins. 

The two divers finished among the top 
three divers in both the one meter and three 
meter diving events, garnering diving coach 
of the year accolades for Dann for the second 
straight year as well. 

"Jeff and I were both confident in our 
diving," said Rollins. "We were just happy to 
take second and third on the boards at 
nationals." 

The Tiger Sharks also got an All-American 
performance from Ryan Killackey, who earned 
All-American accolades in both the 200 and 
500-yard freestyle. "Not only is six months of 
morning practices and regular long workouts 
an essential part of a winning season," said 
Killackey, "team togetherness and motivation 
prove to be the key element." 

The Lady Tiger Shark program began the 
season with only two returnees from a team 
that had finished 18th in the nation the previous 
year. With two sophomores and six freshmen 
to work with, Dann led the Lady Tiger Sharks 
to a 20th place finish in the national meet. 

Jari Kirkland led the way for the Lady 
Tiger Sharks finishing 13th in the 200 meter 
backstroke. 

"This team worked harder than any team 
I've had," said Dann. "They worked well 
together in the pool and in the weight room, 
and it carried over into the season." 

Now the Tiger Sharks and Lady Tiger 
Sharks would journey into NCAA Division II 
territory where they hoped to repeat the success 
they had through the years in the NAJA. 

It would mean tougher competition and 
tougher recruiting, but the swim team was no 
stranger to beating the odds. •Jeff Williams 



SUPPORT-Fans encourage sophomore Jari Kirkland. Kirldand 
was one of only two returnees who provided the backbone of 
leadership for the women's team . •photo by Guy Lyons 

DETERMINATION-Junior Masa Yamamoto shows concentra
tion as he swims his fmallap. Yamamoto finished ninth in the 200-
yard breaststroke and tenth in the 1 00-yard breaststroke during the 
NAIA National Swimming and Diving Championships in San Anto
nio, Texas. •photo by Guy Lyons 
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CATCH-Freshman Joe Lewallen waits for the ballin position to tag the runner and 
make an out. Lewallen used his position as third baseman to defend the Tiger infield. 
•photo by Jim Y ales 

CLOSE CALL-Senior John Sowers hustles in order to beat the ball to first base. 
The Tigers relied on speed from key players such as Sowers to convert hits into runs. 
•photo by Guy Lyons 
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SLIDE-Junior Jimmy Ellis shows athleticism as he beats the ball to 
second base. The Tigers faced several tough opponents and finished sixth 
in the NAJA Southwest Region. •photo by Jim Yates 

Tiger Baseball 

Southern Arkansas University 
University of the Ozarks 
Arkansa Tech University 
Harding Unviversity 
Lyon College 
Ouachita Baptist 
Williams Baptist 

29-7 
20-11 
24-14 
21-25 
19-26 
22-28 
3-13 

22·28, 6th in the NAIA SW Region 

The baseball team excels during a season of tough competition. 

The changes were evident as the cold 
winter winds turned to refreshing spring 
breezes. The winter had come and gone, 
and spring was in the air. The trees started 
to bloom, the grass turned green, and young 
men anticipated the season ahead of them. 

Head Coach Van Barrett and Assistant 
Coach B. J. Brown had the players excited 
about the beginning of the season. This 
new excitement stemmed from improved 
field conditions and a winning attitude. 

Having lost only two key players, the 
Tigers hoped to capitalize on the experience 
and depth of the team. All eight positions 
starters saw considerable playing time last 
season, which was a huge benefit to the 
team. "Our strength now is our depth," said 
Barrett. "And we don 'tlose much when we 
put in our backups." 

The Tigers played good baseball at the 
beginning of the season and had some big 
wins against tough competition. The first 
big win of the season came against the 
Henderson State University Red dies. Both 
teams battled, and the score was tied 3-3 at 

the end of the seventh inning. In the top half 
of the eighth inning, the Tigers went ahead 4-
3 when senior second baseman Clay Partridge 
scored on a clutch pinch-hit single by Joe 
Lewallen, a freshman from Mesquite, Texas. 
The Tigers added five more runs in the ninth, 
and freshman pitcher PaulS voboda closed the 
door as the Tigers won 9-3. Offensively, the 
Tigers were led by senior catcher Paul Price, 
who had three hits and two runs batted in. 
"This was a huge win for us," said Price. "We 
wanted this game bad." The Tigers went on to 
defeat the Reddies two out of three more 
games to win the battle of the ravine. 

Another key victory for the Tigers came 
against the NCAA Division I Louisiana Tech 
University Bulldogs. The Tigers lost the first 
game of the doubleheader but came back to 
stun Louisiana Tech in the second game. The 
bulldogs held a 3-2 lead until the top of the 
fourth inning when the Tigers came back to tie 
the score at 3-3. The game remained tied until 
the top half of the seventh inning when junior 
right fielder Ashley Patrick squeezed home 
junior Jimmy Ellis for a 4-3 lead. Svoboda 

was able to hold on to the lead as he pitched 
seven good innings for the win. This victory 
helped Svoboda become a main force for the 
Tigers as he compiled a 9-4 record for the year 
and emerged as a pleasant surprise for the 
future of the team. 

Along with the key victories came key 
defeats for the Tigers. One of these defeats 
came at the hands ofHarding University. After 
dropping the first game of a doubleheader, the 
Tigers were shutout 1-0 in the second game by 
Harding pitcher Bentley Harrell who pitched a 
no-hitter. Sophomore pitcher Jonathan Hamner 
pitched seven good innings for the Tigers, but 
the Tiger bats fell silent. "Jonathan pitched a 
great game," said Barrett. "He only gave up 
three hits, but we couldn't get him any runs." 

The Tigers finished the season with an 
overall record of 22-28. The team was very 
optimistic coming into the season with a strong 
work ethic and a winning attitude. The Tigers 
hoped to carry this optimism into next season. 
"We'll have most of our team back next year," 
said junior shortstop Chuck Mosley. "I 
definitely think we'll improve." • Kaleb Barrett 

r.Base6a[(\119 


