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One layman's opinion 
Daniel R. Grant/President., OBU 

Teetotalers, sophistication and launching missiles 
If there is anything the major television 

�n�e�~� talk shows and news programs 
seem unanimously to seek. it is to be .. �s�~� 

phisticated." They avoid like the plague the 
image of being narrow-minded, �o�l�~�f�a�s�h�­

toned. prudish or committed to tradit ional 
morality. One might describe the network 
television personalities' stance as " knee­
jeric sophistication,H involving the broadest 
possible open-mindedness to experimenta. 
tion with drugs for •• recreational purposes,'' 
the ahb discussion of drug we as " vict im­
less CrirTtes.'' and the laughing out of court 
of the .. "teetotaler'' as shamefully unsophis­
ticated in the modem world 

This striVing for sophistication and �o�p�e�~� 

mindednes.s has helped America train mil­
lions of young people to believe that mart­
juana and cocaine are no more harmful 
than overeating and. even if somewhat 
harmful that their use is nobody else's 

business. Society's powerful mass media 
have perhaps unwitti ngly taught our young 
people that drugs and beverage alcohol are 
natural ingredients of good harmless fun 
and " doing your own thing." They have 
simil arl y supported the message that �t �e�e �t�~� 

talers and advocates of total abstention 
{from the use of alcoholic beverages and 
other drugs) are unreasonable extremists 
and appropriate objects for Johnny 
Carson's sharpest humor and scorn. 

With all of this in mind, it came as quite 
a surprise when Tom Brokaw, of the NBC 
Today Show. recently led a discussion of 
the growing awareness that drug abuse has 
become a national security problem. Some 
of the testimony revealed that as high as 40 
percent to 50 percent of Army and Navy 
personnel regularly use marijuana and �c�~� 

caine. even while on duty. One study re­
ported that 16 percent of Army personnel 

�~�~ �~� �~�~ �-�T�h�_�e�_�s�_�o�_�u�_�t�h�_�e�_ �r�n� __ �a�c�_�c�_�e�n�_�t�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�~� 
This I believe: About Christian warfare 

by Earl R. Humble 
The idea of Chris­

tian warfare, or con­
flict. runs through 
the Bible. If we took 
all such themes as 
these from our hymn­
books they would be 
mutilated. Such ex­
pressions as " fight 
the good fight of 
faith." " endure hard­
ness as a good �s�o�~� 

die1," and " Put on the Humble 

whole armor of Cod" are weU-known �S�c�r�i�~� 
ture passages. Paul looked back over his 
Christian life and said, "I have fought a 
good �f�i�g�h�~� I have fi nished my coune, I 
have kept the faith" (II Tim. 4:7). There are 
some truths we must grasp if we are to 
make the most of Christian warfare. 

1. We must recoaniz.e tNt ours �i�s�~� pow­
erful enemy. Satan i.s a spiri t-being with 
areat power and cunning. Believers are no 
�m�~�t�c�h� for him in their own strength. Jesus 

referred to Satan as an evil one, a liar and a 
murderer. Jesu.s met him and defeated him 
with prayer and the Word of Cod. James 
said, " Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you" Uas. 4:n. Satan is called the tempter. 
the slanderer and the accuser of the breth­
ren. He is completely without virtue and is 
incapable of doing good. He promises good 
but he never keeps his word. He must be re­
sisted if we are to be victorious. 

2. We �~�r�e�n�o� nYtch for �S�~�t�~�n�'�s� wiles. Je­
sus said. " Without me you can do nothing" 
(John 15:5). Paul said, " I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me" (Phil. 
4:13). Demonic influences must always be 
encountered in Jesus' name and strength. 

3. God's power is �~�n�i�l�~ �b�l�e� to us to �l�e�~�d� 

us to vidory. Jesus said, " Be of good cheer. 
I have overcome the world," and John said, 
"Thi5 is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faitli " (I John 5:4; see also I 
Cor. 10:13). 

�E�~�r�l� R. Humble is professor of religion �~�t� 

Southern Boptist Collose •I Wolnut Ridge. 

and 25 percent of Navy personnel admitted 
the daily use of marijuana. When Brokaw 
questioned a brigadier general about the 
problem. the reply was "that the military is 
merely reflecting the same ratio of drug use 
that is present in our high schools. Brokaw's 
reply was. " Yes. but they aren't fi ring mis­
siles in high school!" 

Wouldn' t it be remarkable if the mass 
media began to define sophistication in the 
matter of drug abuse in terms more sympa· 
thetic wit h total abstinencel. lt is just posst­
ble that our national securi ty is far better 
protected when teetotalers are in charge of 
the launching of missiles. As far as I'm con­
cerned, this is also true for persons in 
charge of launching national television talk 
shows that shape the minds of our young 
people. 

Oiiniel R. Griint is president of Ouuhitil 
Bilpt ist University ilt �A�r�b�d�e�l�p�h�i�~ �.� 
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Letters to· the editor 
Man 'totally depraved' 

When I wrote the artic le, " Humanism a 
threaV' published Ocl15, 1 did not know it 
would cause such a controversy. My intent 
was not to just point out the " humanist" er­
ror, but also to point out the doctrine of 
" total depravity" of man and how it affects 
humanism, psychology, philosophy, and a ll 
other disciplines. 

Our need is to get back to what the Bible 
teaches about " total depravity." The Bible 
points out very clearl y our theological 
problems. Man is " tota ll y depraved" and 
a ll he has been, is, and a lways will be, is af­
fected by it I am afraid pastors have n~ 
glec ted to teach Christians that they are 
" tota lly depraved" and the onl y solutiOn to 
tha t problem is a spi rit-fill ed Christian life 
based o n the Bible as God's Holy, Div ine, 
Inspired, living. lnfa llable, and lnerrent 
word. Many Christians give mouth ad.her­
ence to the Bible, but do not apply its 
teachings to thei r everyday Christian life. 
One simple reminder is the vio lation of the 
commandments. Man does not have to be 
taught to break the commandments, but 
contrary to human nature he has to be 
taught to keep them. If th~ doctrine of "t~ 
tal depravity" is not true, then the doctrine 
of " total salvation by the death of Jesus" is 
not true. 

If given a choice, man will always 
choose evil. Jeremiah 17:9. The Holy Spirit 
has to lead one to receive Jesus as personal 
Saviour against the human will, John 6:44. 
Those who respond to the Ho ly Spirit and 
who receive jesus experience the New 
Birth; not the will of human nature, but the 
will of God, John 1:13. - John McMullen, 
Bloc~ Rock 

Defines humanism 
The article by lohn McMullen (" Humall' 

ism a threat," Ocl 15) and the first two r~ 
sponses emphasize the divergent views that 
Southern Baptists hold. The differing ap­
pears to come from how each defines hu­
manism. I believe that often appa rent di s-­
agreements would be minimized if both 
sides understood what the other meant 

I believe Mr. McMullen is right, based on 
the def initio'n from which he is working. 
likewise, Mr. Cooper correctly identifies 
hedonism as the philosophy that places 
pleasure as the highest good, seeing a dif­
ference tkiWeen it and humanism, that he 
defines as tHe cn'gnitv and worth of huma.~t­
ty. Mr. Close notes the communication 
problem in Word usage. citing Webster's 
definition, thereby· determining the mean­
ing and non-meaning for him. 

But with a ll the rhetoric and definition, 
Mr. McMullen's point was overlooked or 
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misunderstood. I believe Mr. McMullen 
was not mis led by hate propasanda of 
media preachers, but was alerted by the hu­
manist movement's own definition of its 
principles and goals as embodied in the Hu­
manist Manifesto I and II. Careful reading 
of those items will revea l that humanism's 
underlying principles are " ungodly, de­
praved," and hedonistic and that their 
goals are antichristian l l suggest that the in­
tellectualism of humanism did not arise 
first in the Renaissance, but instead is the 
product of man's fa ll and iS' .. symptomatic 
of his carnal nature. ( ~ ~ 

My conclusion is thii
1
t anY/~.ffort on the 

part of man to supplant CoCt a~tl his Word 
with human effort and1~1li lhv iS humanism. 
Theism expresses belief that Cod' (theos) is 
supreme; humanis m sa~s that m'an (human) 
is supreme. Humanism, therefort, is a fo rm 
of atheism, and as such is in o~sition to 
Christi ani ty. :. · 

Much of modern education tti!:~ has 
embraced as we ll as proclaimed th&:princt­
ples and goals of humanis m. Porider that 
thought iind one will begin to perceive sec­
ular education as a primary pulpit for pro~ 
agatins this atheistic relig ion, and has a lert­
ed grOwing numbers to the threat of hu­
manism. - M;aurice L Hitt, Smilhville 

Discussion to end 
Because the ongoing discuss ion o n 

"secular humanism" has taken 65 inches 
of space in letters to the editor a nd be­
cause we feel this has been an adequate 
opportunity for readers to express them- · 
se lves, the ABN wi ll terminate the dis-­
cussion a t the end of December. 

Only letters received by the ABN by 
Dec. 15 wi ll be printed. - Ediior 

., 
' 

'Tongues' valid gift 
I enjoyed Earl Humble's article in the Ar­

kansas Baptist because he acknowledged 
tongues as a lesitimate gift b f the Spirit and 
explained how tonsues in Acts 2 was differ­
ent from that mentioned elsewhe re in the 
Bible. . 

Baptists have mostly been taught that 
tongues was only io solve a communica­
tion problem by hearins thei r own language 

and that Pau l scolded the church at Corinth 
in their use of tongues. True, tongues at 
Corinth were a problem, but ·Paul did not 
te ll the·m not to use the gift of tongues (I 
Cor . . 14:39}, but gave them instructions on 
the use of tongues in the church. 

Tongues are easily counterfeited, as Mr. 
Humble stated, and often misused, but nev­
ertheless, a lesitimate gift of the Spirit Fi rst 
Corinthians 12 gives us a list of spiritual 
gifts . Therefore, since tonsu,es are a gift of 
the Spirit. we (Baptists) should be seeing 
manifestations of this gift in our churches 
along with prophecy, gifts of healing. inter­
pretation of tongues. I believe we do not 
see these gifts because we aren't taught on 
this subject, resulting in a lack of knowJ-. 
edge of the gifts of the Spirit. God's Word 
says, "My people peri sh from a lack of 
knowledge." 

I only disagree with Mr. Humble on one 
point where he stated, "No one shou ld seek 
tongues as a gift because the Holy Spirit is 
sovereisn in his distribution of gifts." After 
listing the gif ts of the Spirit in Chapter 12, I 
Corinthians 14 states, " ... yet desi re ear­
nestly spiritual sifts ... " To me to desire 
something ea rnes tl y means to seek after. 
The Bible says, "Seek and you shall find." 

Many people read Chapter 14 with a neg­
ative point of view about tongues. But look 
at what positive th ings it says about 
tongues. But look at what posit ive things it 
says about tongues: (a} V. 2, one who 
speaks in a tongue speaks to Cod; (b) V. 4, 
one who speaks in a tongue edifies (builds 
up) himself. We a ll need to be built up at 
times. (c) V. 5, Paul wished that we all 
spoke in tongueS; (d) v. 14, When we pray in 
a tongue. our spirit prays. How many other 
passages in the Bible can you reca ll where 
it says pray in the spi riH - Doug Hines, 
lonoke 

1982 ecumenical 
tecturers announced 

A psychologist. an aUthor and a former 
hostage in Iran have been selected tO speak 
for the 1982 Ecumenical lecture Series in 
Little Rock. 

The lecturers are Moorhead C. Kennix!y .. 
Jr., one of the Americans held captive in ~\ 
the U.S. embassy in Tehran la.st year, to 
speak Jan. 21; Raymond A. Moody Jr .. au-
thor of " life After Life," Feb. 4; and Paul 
W. Pruyser, a psycho logist on the staff of 
the Menninger Clinic, Feb. 25. 

Each lecture will be at 8 p.m. at Second 
Presbyterian Church ·in little Rock. More in­
formation can be obtained from the Ecu­
menical l ecture Series, 2112 Country Club 
Blvd., Little Rock, Ark. 72207, or by calling 
666-1244 or ~25-4638. 
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Arkansas all over 
by Millie Giii/ABN staff writer 

Ron). Hays 
is serving the Siloam Springs Highfill 
Church as pastor. He re<:ently received the 
mastef of divinity degree from Midwestern 
Baptist Theolosical Seminary and has both 
bac~lor of am degrees in humanities anQ 
in psycholosv from Oklahoma State Un~ 
versity, orman. Hays served for seven 
years in the U.S. Air Force and plans to be­
e~ involved in rMerve chaplain work in 
tho Hiahlitt area. He and his wile. Judy, 
have two daughters. Julie and Kim. 

Tom D•vis 
has resigned as pastor of the Perryville Har­
mony Church. 

V.1n 8urfl1 First Church 
staff members and deacons have returned 
from a three-day visit to Indiana where they 
met with Director of MisSions Randel 
James in Highland to develop plans for mis-. 
sion work. as a part of the Arkansas-Indiana 
Link:upiing the trip were Pastor Stanley 
Danie , 'Cl iff Jameson, minister of educa-
tion/a istr-ation; Charles Mayo, educa-
tion-m /youth director. and 0 . B. Wade 
and Haf.e>lll loyd, deacons. They were ac­
companied by George Domerese, director 
of missions for Clear Creek Association. 
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Ephrim Brown 
is music director for the Perryville Pleasant 
C rove Church. 

Lewin Newcomb , 
has resigned as pastor of the Hot Springs 
Fairdale Church following 19 years of ser­
vice there. 

Charles Hurley 
has resigned as pastor of the Blythev ille 
Ridgecrest Church to assist with the work 
of Mississippi County Union Rescue Mis-. 
s ion. 
Ron Lovins 
has resigned as pastor of Brinkley's Chapel. 

briefly 
North Ultle Rock Stanlitt Church L 
was in .a reviva l Nov. 15-16 led 6Y Pastor 
Roy Stillman. There were six profei~ons of 
faith, one addition by letter and ,.a- reded i­
cations. 
Grady First Church 
he ld a servi~e Nov. 22 to explore ways for 
the church to support the work of the Ar· 
ka nsas Baptist Family and Child Care Pine 
Bluff a rea office. Doug McWhirter, little 
Rock office director, and Rose Jones, social 
worker, we re speakers. Kyle Johnson is pa_s.. 
tor. 

people 

Fred Oaks 
is serving the Perryville Pleasant Grove 
Church as pastor. 

Rucker dies, Baptist 
leader for 40 years 

Thurman K. RuckeJ, a leader in the Ar­
kansas Baptist State Convention for 40 
yea rs, died Nov. 28 in Little Rock. He was 
70. 

A graduate of Baylor University and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem i­
nary, Rucker was pas tor of the First Church­
es in Searcy, Malvern and Forrest City. 

From 1959 un til his re tirement in 1976. 
the native Texan was the Southern Baptist 
Annu ity Board's fie ld representative in Ar· 
kansas. 

Rucker was chairman of the Arkansas 
Baptist Executive Board in 1957, pres ident 
of the state convention in 1958 and 1959, 
and served on the Southern Baptist Execu­
tive Committee and the New Orleans Bap­
ti st Theologica l Seminary board of trustees. 
Ouachita Baptist College (now University) 
honored him with the doctor of divinity d~ 
gree in 1959. 

He is survived by his wife. Wilibel; a son, 
Douglas Robert. of Arkadelphia, and a 

. daughter, Rebecca, of Waco, Texas. 
A funeral service was he ld Nov. 30 in lit­

tle Rock, and burial was in Warren. 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 


