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Letters to the editor

Man ‘totally depraved’

When | wrote the article, “Humanism a
threat,” published Oct. 15, | did not know it
would cause such a controversy. My intent
was not to just point out the “humanist” er-
ror, but also to point out the doctrine of
“total depravity” of man and how it affects
humanism, psychology, philosophy, and all
other disciplines.

Our need is to get back to what the Bible
teaches about “total depravity.” The Bible
points out very clearly our theological
problems. Man is “totally depraved” and
all he has been, is, and always will be, is af-
fected by it. | am afraid pastors have ne-
glected to teach Christians that they are
“totally depraved” and the only solution to
that problem is a spirit-filled Christian life
based on the Bible as God’s Holy, Divine,
Inspired, Living, Infallable, and Inerrent
word. Many Christians give mouth adher-
ence to the Bible, but do not apply its
teachings to their everyday Christian life.
One simple reminder is the violation of the
commandments. Man does not have to be
taught to break the commandments, but
contrary to human nature he has to be
taught to keep them. If the doctrine of “to-
tal depravity” is not true, then the doctrine
of “total salvation by the death of Jesus” is
not true.

If given a choice, man will always
choose evil, Jeremiah 17:9. The Holy Spirit
has to lead one to receive Jesus as personal
Saviour against the human will, John 6:44.
Those who respond to the Holy Spirit and
who receive Jesus experience the New
Birth; not the will of human nature, but the

| believe Mr. McMullen

misunderstood.
was not misled by hate propaganda of
media preachers, but was alerted by the hu-
manist movement’s own definition of its
principles and goals as embodied in the Hu-
manist Manifesto | and Il. Careful reading
of those items will reveal that humanism’s

underlying principles are “ungodly, de-
praved,” and hedonistic and that their
goals are antichristian! | suggest that the in-
tellectualism of humanism did not arise
first in the Renaissance, but instead is the
product of man’s fall and is symptomatic
of his carnal nature.

My conclusion is that any:effort on the
part of man to supplant God and his Word
with human effort and ability i$ humanism.
Theism expresses behef that Cfbd (theos) is
supreme; humanism says that man (human)
is supreme. Humanism, therefore, is a form
of atheism, and as such is in opposmon to
Christianity.

Much of modern education theory has
embraced as well as proclaimed the-princi-
ples and goals of humanism. Ronder that
thought and one will begin to perceive sec-
ular education as a primary pulpit for prop-
agating this atheistic religion, and has alert-
ed growmg nUmbers to the threat of hu-

- ice L. Hitt, Smithville

will of God, John 1:13. — John McMull
Black Rock

Defines humanism

The article by John McMullen (“Human-
ism a threat,” Oct. 15) and the first two re-
sponses emphasize the divergent views that
Southern Baptists hold. The differing ap-
pears to come from how each defines hu-
manism. | believe that often apparent dis-
agreements would be minimized if both
sides understood what the other meant.

| believe Mr. McMullen is right, based on
the definition from which he is working.
Likewise, Mr. Cooper correctly identifies
hedonism as the philosophy that places
pleasure as the highest good seeing a dif-

itand h ism, that he

defines as the dignity and worth of humani-
ty. Mr. Close notes the communication
problem in word usage, citing Webster's
definition, thereby determining the mean-
ing and non-meaning for him.

But with all the rhetoric and definition,
Mr. McMullen’s point was overlooked or
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Discussion to end

Because the ongoing discussion on
“secular humanism” has taken 65 inches
of space in letters to the editor and be-
cause we feel this has been an adequate
opportunity for readers to express them- -
selves, the ABN will terminate the dis-
cussion at the end of December.

Only letters received by the ABN by
Dec. 15 will be printed. — Editor

‘Tongues’ valid gift

| enjoyed Earl Humble's article in the Ar-
kansas Baptist because he acknowledged
tongues as a legitimate gift of the Spirit and
explained how tongues in Acts 2 was differ-
ent from that mentioned elsewhere in the

and that Paul scolded the church at Corinth
in their use of tongues. True, tongues at
Corinth were a problem, but ‘Paul did not
tell them not to use the gift of tongues (I
Cor. 14:39), but gave them instructions on
the use of tongues in the church.

Tongues are easily counterfeited, as Mr.
Humble stated, and often misused, but nev-
ertheless, a legitimate gift of the Spirit. First
Corinthians 12 gives us a list of spiritual
gifts. Therefore, since tongues are a gift of
the Spirit, we (Baptists) should be seeing
manifestations of this gift in our churches
along with prophecy, gifts of healing, inter-
pretation of tongues. | believe we do not
see these gifts because we aren’t taught on
this subject, resulting in a lack of knowl-
edge of the gifts of the Spirit. God’s Word
says, “My people perish from a lack of
knowledge.”

| only disagree with Mr. Humble on one
point where he stated, “No one should seek
tongues as a gift because the Holy Spirit is
sovereign in his distribution of gifts.” After
listing the gifts of the Spirit in Chapter 12, |
Corinthians 14 states, “... yet desire ear-
nestly spiritual gifts ...” To me to desire
something earnestly means to seek after.
The Bible says, “Seek and you shall find.”

Many people read Chapter 14 with a neg-
ative point of view about tongues. But look
at what positive things it says about
tongues. But look at what positive things it
says about tongues: (a) V. 2, one who
speaks in a tongue speaks to God; (b) V. 4,
one who speaks in a tongue edifies (builds
up) himself. We all need to be built up at
times. (c) V. 5, Paul wished that we all
spoke in tongues; (d) V. 14, When we pray in
a tongue, our spirit prays. How many other
passages in the Bible can you recall where
it says pray in the spiritt — Doug Hines,
Lonoke

1982 ecumenical

tecturers announced

A psychologist, an author and a former
hostage in Iran have been selected to speak
for the 1982 Ecumenical Lecture Series in
Little Rock.

The lecturers are Moorhead C. Kennedy
Jr., one of the Americans held captive in
the U.S. embassy in Tehran last year, to
speak Jan. 21; Raymond A. Moody |r., au-
thor of “Life After Life,” Feb. 4; and Paul
W. Pruyser, a psychologist on the staff of
the Menninger Clinic, Feb. 25.

Each lecture will be at 8 p.m. at Second
Presbytenan Church in Little Rock. More in-

\

Bible. :

Baptists have mostly been taught that
tongues was only to solve a communica-
tion problem by hearing their own language

can d from the Ecu-
menical Lecture Series, 2112 Country Club
Blvd,, Little Rock, Ark. 72207, or by calling
666-1244 or 225-4638.
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Arkansas all over

people

by Millie GilVABN staff writer

Ron ). Hays

is serving the Siloam Springs Highfill
Church as pastor. He recently received the
master of divinity degree from Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary and has both
bachelor of arts degrees in humanities and
in psychology from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, Norman. Hays served for seven
years in the U.S. Air Force and plans to be-
come involved in reserve chaplain work in
the Highfill area. He and his wife, Judy,
have two daughters, Julie and Kim.

Tom Davis

has resigned as pastor of the Perryville Har-
mony Church

<

Ephrim Brown
is music director for the Perryville Pleasant
Grove Church.

Lewin Newcomb

has resigned as pastor of the Hot Spnngs
Fairdale Church following 19 years of ser-
vice there.

Charles Hurley

has resigned as pastor of the Blytheville
Ridgecrest Church to assist with the work
of Mississippi County Union Rescue Mis-
sion.

Ron Lovins

has resigned as pastor of Brinkley’s Chapel.

briefly

Van Buren First Church

staff members and deacons have returned
from a three-day visit to Indiana where they
met with Director of Missions Randel
James in Highland to develop plans for mis-
sion work as a part of the Arkansas-Indiana
ing the trip were Pastor Stanley
! Cliff Jameson, minister of educa-
istration; Charles Mayo, educa-
/youth director; and O. B. Wade
and Haroldl Loyd, deacons. They were ac-
companied by George Domerese, director
of missions for Clear Creek Association.
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North Little Rock Stanfill Churchd _

was in.a revival Nov. 1518 led by Pastor
Roy Stillman. There were six profe!gons of
faith, one addition by letter and 12 rededi-
cations.

Grady First Church

held a service Nov. 22 to explore ways for
the church to support the work of the Ar-
kansas Baptist Family and Child Care Pine
Bluff area office. Doug McWhirter, Little
Rock office director, and Rose Jones, social
worker, were speakers. Kyle Johnson is pas-
tor.

Fred Oaks
is serving the Perryville Pleasant Grove
Church as pastor.

Rucker dies, Baptist

leader for 40 years

Thurman K. Ruckey, a leader in the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention for 40
years, died Nov. 28 in Little Rock. He was
70.

A graduate of Baylor University and

Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Rucker was pastor of the First Church-
es in Searcy, Malvern and Forrest City.

From 1959 until his retirement in 1976,
the native Texan was the Southern Baptist
Annuity Board's field representative in Ar-
kansas.

Rucker was chairman of the Arkansas
Baptist Executive Board in 1957, president
of the state convention in 1958 and 1959,
and served on the Southern Baptist Execu-
tive Committee and the New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary board of trustees.
Ouachita Baptist College (now University)
honored him with the doctor of divinity de-
gree in 1959.

He is survived by his wife, Wilibel; a son,
Douglas Robert, of Arkadelphia, and a

- daughter, Rebecca, of Waco, Texas.

A funeral service was held Nov. 30 in Lit-
tle Rock, and burial was in Warren.
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