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One layman's opinion

The week the town closed up
Two questions that I hear repeated more than just about any
others in Baptist meetings these
days are (1) Is the "revival meeting"
really relevant to most Baptist
churches today? and (2) Is all the
· talk about "lay witnessing" based
on anything more t han just talk?
I recently met a man who has
an interesting story to tell that
Dr. Grant
speaks to both of these questions.
He is Tom Foster, a retired railroad
man from Mafvern. He has written a book entitled
The Week the Town Closed' Up that tells his story. It
may never. win a Pulitzer prize, and he probably will
not be bothered with Hollywood agents fighting over
movie rights on his book. But one cannot help being
moved by his simple faith that a ra ilroad man can and
should do something to help a town come to hear the
good news about the love of Jesus.
Back in September of 1960, the First Baptist
Church of. Malvern voted to have a revival Oct. 23-30,
with Angel Martinez as the revival preacher, and with
morning services from 10 to 11 o' clock on four days.
For many years Foster had wished there would be
some way for all of the downtown businesses to close
their doors so that employees could attend a revival
meeting during the.day. He had never had the courage
or the f(!ith to suggest it to anyone, and certainly not
enough to make the effort himself to bring it about.
He tells of getting the courage .fi rst to speak to his
wife, then to his pastor, and then to approach· the
two largest businesses on Main Street with the question, "Do you love the Lord enough to close your
store for four days just one ho1,1r each day?" He' almost
fainted when these first two decided to close up for
the revival services, and as he began to approach the
other businesses, he received help from the newspapers and others who joined in supporting the idea.
By the day the revival services began, more than 100
stores and businesses had agreed to close their doors
for one hour to permit their employees to attend the
morning revival services. Angel Martinez preached
to an average of 900 at those morning servic'es .and
people still speak of it as one of the greatest revivals
in Malvern's history. The 50 additions to the church
were important, of course, but it may be that the
demonstration of the impact of·one layman's faith on
an entire community is even more important.
Of course, in the sophisticated 1970's we can't
go around closing up towns or cities for revival meetings. Or can we? The answer is that we close up just
about whatever we want to close up when we feel
the need is great enough. Laymen can do just about
whatever they really want to do in pointing people
to Christ. We may not always need to close up a town
or a city, but it wouldn't hurt to try it occasionally.
- Daniel R. Grant, President, Ouachita Baptist University
·
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Good spirit prevails at convention

j

An over-all good spirit prevailed at the Arkansas state convention this year, though minor
disagreement was voiced . on two
issues.
A protest was ·raised concer~
ing the seating of First Church, Russellville, and First Church, Malvern.
President Rheubin South referred
the matter to the Credentials Committee. Don Hook, parliamentarian
Editor Sneed
for the convention, pointed out
that according to· parliamentary laws these churches
would be temporarily s.eated and could vote on all
matters except the issue of their own status.
A report was brought by Don Moore, chairman
of the Credentials Committee, pointing out that First
Church, Russellville, had not sent messengers to the
convention, therefore, no action could be taken regarding their status. A motion was made at the closing
session of the convention to send a letter of appreciation to ·First Church, Russellville, for their continued
support of the Cooperative Program and to express
hope that the church 'would soon be re-associated
· with the convention.
It was further observed by the Credentials Committee that First Church, Malvern, was no longer in
violation of the constitution of the convention. The
committee recommended that First Church, Malvern,
be seated.
With a major portion of the 995 registered messengers present .there were less 'than 25 that voted
against the recommendation. The church was seated.
A second area which received some discussion
•
by the messengers to the 120th annual session of the
convention was the office of Information Services·.
The new department was to .assist pastors and ch~rches
to get together. The director was to provide a church,
upon request, a minimum of five names of prospective
pastors.
Those objecting to the office felt that it would
"vest too much . power" in the Baptist Convention
employees and that it would "deter from the work of
the Holy Spirit."
After 12 minutes of discussion in the Wednesday
morning session, time for the miscellaneous business
ran out. The matter was tabled until the afternoon
meeting when an additional 20 minutes was provided
for dialogue on the pros and cons of the matter. The
office was defeated by a standing vote of the messenge~ .
.
t
We were proud of our convention in these times
of voicing differing opinions. Everyone conducted
himself in a cordial, Christian manner. President
Rheubin South presided with dignity, efficiency, and
fairness. We believe that it is not essential that all messengers agree on every issue, but it is vital that we
conduct ourselves in a Christian manner, which was
the case in this year's convention.
November 15,1973

The good health of Arkansas Baptists can further
be observed by the excellent response to the Cooperative Progr~m. Dr. Porter Routh, executive secretarytreasurer of the Executive Committee of the Southern
Baptist Convention, told the messengers that last year
Arkansas had the largest increase in Cooperative Program gifts to Southern Baptist causes of any of the
older state conventions. It would appear that this
year's gifts· to the Cooperative Program are expected
to be even larger.
·
The first session of the convention began with a
great declaration of victory. Jim Tillman, director of
· the Higher Education Campaign, reported that 51 %
of the churches of the state are in the campaign with
the total pledges through the churches exceeding $3
million.
Drs. Grant and Nicholas, of Ouachita University,
Arkadelphia, and Southern CoiiE>.P,e, Walnut Ridge,
respectively, articulated very clearly the importance
of Christian education. Each emphasiied the increase
of permissiveness on state supported campuses as
well as the emphasis on naturalism and humanism.
lt. was pointed out that at the present time there are
over 102 colleges which have places where students
may purchase oeverage alcohol on campus. Many
schools allow single men and women to live together
in college-owned property. Each college president
pledged to keep their respective institutions close to
the cross and to the denomination. The emphasis on
Christian education was closed with a stirring message
by Dr. Harper Shannon, pastor, Huffman Church,
. Birmingham, Ala.
The entire convention focused on the theme
"Share the Word Now." All messages reenforced this
emphasis. Perhaps, the theme was most clearly denoted on Wednesday evening as the convention
moved from Immanuel Church to the little Rock Convention Center. Allen Comish, of the Sunday School
Board, Nashville, Tenn., gave practical ways by which
a church may organize to share the Word. He said
"It all begins with a real commitment on the part of
the pastor and the people to reach the lost and the
unchurched of their area."
A pictorial presentation showed ways that each
department of the state convention plans to assist in
this .endeavor. We believe that the practical plans
which have been made will enable us to reach even
more people in 1974;
.
The Wednesday evening session was concluded
with a message· by Dr. Franklin Paschal, pastor, First
Church, Nashville, Tenn., who spoke on "The Imperative of Carrying the Gospel." Using the great commission as his text he emphasized that the spreading
of the gospel was not optional but a direct command
of the Master. He declared "People m'ake fun of Baptists for ·all their activities, but we can only reach people as we go."
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
· Great strength was added to. the convention by
the excellent Bible teaching of Dr. Curtis Vaughan,
professor of New Testament, Southwestern Seminary,
Ft. Worth, Tex. Dealing briefly with three passages
from Colossians, he gave insight which made everyone
anxious to participate in the forthcoming January Bible
study.
.
.
The endeavor was co.n cluded with a message by·
comedian Jerry Clower of Yazoo City, Miss. His humor
captivated the audience. It was easy to see why he
has been voted the comedian of the year by every
major poll in the United States this year. Clower said

" The greatest thing in my life is to witness for Christ."
The . Pastors' Conference · was characterized by
excellent preaching. Most of the speakers were from
Arkansas. Dr. C. A. johnson,·president, did an outstanding job of keeping the program fo,:::used on the
'needs of the pastors. We felt that the Pastors' Conference prepared the way for the convention. A full
report on the Pastors' Conference will be carried in
our Nov. 22 issue ..
We believe that this year's conventiory will provide an excellent foundation for the coming year's
work. We predict that 1974 will be a victorious year
~o_r ~rkansas Baptists.

I must say itl

Our new birth makes for ur:-ity
(Second in a series)

Another · instrument which
makes for our unity as a large denomination is our common New
Birth. Baptists have long insisted
that people enter the kingdom of
God and become brothers and
sisters by being born anew (John
3:3). This new birth makes· God
)
our Father and all the redeemed
our family . This is a real b~sis for
unity.
·
Dr. Ashcraft
Judgmental appraisers may say
that all of our 12 million people have not been born
anew but enough of them have to become a real family. A galaxy of new relationships have come as a result
of this new birth. There is a new life, a new attitude,
a new spirit, a new motive, a new purpose, a new master, a new loyalty, a new family, a new God and new
brothers and sisters.
There is a new relationship to God, to the household of faith and to oceans of people to be reached.
An experiential knowledge of God through Christ
affects us internally, externally and eternally. It is such
that it works its way out from within us to all it touches
elsewhere, even on to eternity.

WMU to open session
Sunday, June 9, in Dallas
BIRMINGHAM (BP) Woman's
Missionary Union, auxiliary to the
Southern Baptist Convention, has slated
a Sunday evening .starting session for
its annual meeting in Dallas, June 9
and 10, and has designated a headquarters hotel for WMU members.
"Several pastors in the Dallas area
have expressed enthusiastic support
for the unusual missions night we have
planned," said WMU President Mrs.
R. L. Mathis qf Waco, Tex. The session
will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the 10,000seat arena of the Dallas Convention
Center.
WMU had Sunday evening sessions
last year In Portland and the previous
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A group of twice born people act, feel arid react
differently than those of lesser birth. More should be
expected of them. By virtue of their new birth they
love one another. They have regard for the happiness
of others.
They fill the mutual needs of each other. They
desire an'd seek the company of one another. They
are interested in the joys and sorrows of others. They
delight to worship together.
They appreciate their family status and work for
its edification. They think similarly on the matters of
t.he kingdom because they are the kingdom. They
instinctively work for unity as most of the goals in life
are entwined about the life and the 'behaviour of
others who are dear to them.
They become less judgmental as th~y grow in
grace and knowledge knowing that, dissention,
schisms, divisions and disturbed fellowship hurts all
and benefits none. They will assume the initiative as
peace makers. They will cherish their position as children in a noble family and will strive to be worthy of
the family name.
They will not leave the fold (I John 2:19). This is
unity. ·(to be continued)
. I must say it/ - Charl'es H. Ashcraft, Executive
Secretary

year in Philadelphia. Mrs. Mathis
cited outstanding attendance at those
sessions but expects a greater turnout
in the midst of the big Baptist population in Dallas.
Headline feature for the Sunday evening session is a commissioning service
for new foreign missionaries, conducted
by Baker J, Cauthen, executive secretary
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board.
Gardner C. Taylor, pastor of Concord Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N. Y.,
will deliver the keynote address on
the theme for the WMU meeting, "listen to Your World."
Taylor, a leader in the Progressive
National Baptist Cohvention, is former
co-chairman of the Baptist World Alliance Commission on Religious Liberty

and Human Rights.
George R. Beasley-Murray, professor
at Southern Seminary. in louisville, Ky.,
will be featured pianist. Beasley-Murray
was a concert artist before becoming
president of Spurgeon's College in
london. Joyce Jones, concert organistin-residence at Baylor University, will
be organist.
WMU will also have sessiops Monday
morning, afternoon and·evening.
The Adolphus Hotel in Dallas has
been named the WMU headquarters
hotel. "This is the first time in several
years that we have had a hotel adequate
to be called the WMU headquarters,"
Mrs. Mathis said. "This year WMU
members and friends can list the
Adolphus as their first ·choice when
applying for rooms."
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Praises lesson writer
My husband and I certainly enjoyed
the Life and Work Su~day School
lesson this week by Andrew B. Setliffe.

We appreciate the Arkansas WMU
making it possible for us to receive the
Newsmagazine and we enjoy reading
about our friends and our home state.

Your editorial in Aug. 2, 1973
w·e think he is a very special per- magazine, "Transportation For Furson - a called of God man - a true loughing Missionaries" was nicely
messenger of God. In this day and time . stated and muchly appreciated. Thank
they are hard to find.
you for your kind words ·in our behalf,
but at the same time we say "Thank
Thank you for a very good Baptist You" to Southern Baptists for all that is
, magazine. We know it is outstanding. already being done for us as we strive
-Mrs. Ben D. Miller, Grand Ave. to serve the Lord.
Church, Ft. Smith
Sincerely yours,
Graydon B. Hardister

Missionary thanks
After over two weeks of isolation,
tension and uncertainity, mail began
arriving again this week. Included in
our mail were two copies of the
"Arkansas
Baptist
Newsmagazine,"
dated Aug. 2 and Aug. 16.

Besinnlng Dec. 1, 1973, letters to the editor must be
limited to 250 words or less. All letters must be signed,
although names will be wlthhel~ on request.

Win

Scho~l

report

I wa.nt to report on a _Wi.n Schoql
taught by Jesse Reed at F1rst Church,
Rector. We had 26 to start the course
and . 21 to stay until the finish and 21
participated in the visitation. We had
4 to unite with the church Sunday
morning on profession of faith as a
result of the school and the group was
elated by t.heir visitation as well as the
· reception they received in the homes.
The S.S. attendance Sunday was near
a record when there had been no
special drive for attendance. Our
average attendance last year was 155
and we had 186 Sunday.
We also had five pastors taught by
·Bro. Reed in the afternoons so that they
can conduct schools on their own. We
believe this is the most helpful thing
we have had in our church in years and
believe that the continuing activities
will bear this out.
Sincerely,
Lawrence E. Green, pastor

__________________ Arkansas all over
Famous author
addresses association
The Boone-Newton Association recently had John Newport, author of
the popular book "Demons, Demons,
Demons" for a Bible conference. Dr.
Newport spoke on "The Occult" at
two evening sessions and at one noon·
session.
Hundreds of people were. in attendance and the new 800 seat auditorium
of the Eagle Heights Church was almost
filled for the two evening sessions. John
Finn, the associational missionary, reports that it was one of the most successful meetings in the history of
Boone-Newton Association.
The Harmony Association met recently and elected officers. Shown are (from left)
Harold White, superintendent of missions; H. H. Harvill, second vice moderator;
Harold Stephens, moderator, and Ed Hinkson, first vice moderator. .

Harmony Association holds meeting
The Harmony Association adopted
a budget in excess of $31,000 for 1974
in the Fifty-Sixth Annual Meeting held
at Forrest Park Baptist Church, Oct.
22-23. A total of · 300 messengers
registered for the three sessions. The
churches reported a total of 699
baptisms, an increase of 90 over the
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previous year.
Harold Stephen·s, pastor, Hardin
Church, was elected moderator; Ed
Hinkson, Watson Chapel, 1st vicemoderator; and Mr. H. H. Harvill, layman from the First Church, Humphrey,
2nd vice-moderator.

News about missionaries
· Rev. and Mrs. C. Thurman Braughton,
missionaries who have completed furlough in the U.S., returned to Malaysia
O!'l Aug. 28 (address: P.O. Box 1706,
Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia). He was
born in Altus, Okla., and also lived in
Hot Springs. She is the former Kathleen
Blount of Little Rock. Before their appointment by the Foreign Mission Board
in 1967, he was pastor of Westside
Mission, Antlers, Okla.
·

PageS

Missionary Carl Bunch is presented a plaque at the annual meeting, Oct. 16, of
Mt. Zion Association by john Urton, jonesboro layman, in recognition of his 20
years of service as superintendent of missions for the association.

Missionary completes 20 years' service
Messengers from the churches of Mt.
Zion Association meeting at Fisher
Street Church, Jonesboro, Oct. 16,
presented a plaque to Carl Bunch· in
recognition of his 20 years of service
as superintendent of missions for the
association .- John Urton, Jonesboro,
made the presentation. In addition
to the plaque there was a book of letters
from individuals and ,c hurches and a
check from the association.
Bunch first became supe~intendent
of missions' for the association in 1949.
He resigned in 1951 to accept the
pastorate at First Church,_. Hornersville, Mo. He returned to the association
in 1955, where he has continued to
serve.

During the years in which ·he has
served Bunch has noted numerous
changes. In 1949 there were 25
churches with a combined member~
ship of 6,973. There are now 36
churches with a membership of 14,114.
The combined value of church owned
property has -increased from $720,300
to $4,741,957. Gifts to missions have
increased from $28,700 per year to
$219,646. Total annual receipts of the
churches have increased from $202,913
to $1,323,673. He pointed out that during these years the churches have suffered from the heavy migration . of
people which has been ~ommon to the
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area. He stated that this has more
severely affected the open-country and
small town churches but that, hopefully,
there has been a turning point and that
some of these churches are now experiencing substancial advancement.
Another change he noted is that the
churches are not as dependent on -agricultural income as they once were.
In 1949 the only property owned by
the association was a used postcard
mimeograph. Today the association
owns a well equipped office building
located at 2100 Young Street, Jonesboro, and assembly facilities equipped
with complete central heat and air conditioning which is located on 40 acres
on Crowley Ridge near Walcott. The
camp facilities are used almost
constantly throughout the summer
months and almost every week-end
throughout the year.
In 1949 the Baptist Student Union
at Arkansas State University (then
Arkansas State College) met in a classroom and without a director. In 1952
the association chu rche·s, in cooperation with the Arkansas Convention
and other area churches erected a
Baptist St1.1dent Center building on the
campus and a full time director was
employed. This, was the first Baptist
Student Center building to be erected
in tlie state. An addition· was con-

structed in 1961. It was renovated again
in 1973 following a tornado. The center
now has an . estimated value of
$150,000. The association contributes
to the operation of the center. Benny
Clark . has served as full time Student
Director since January, 1970.
In 1969 an Area Office of the Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care
Services was established in Jonesboro ·
with AI Presley serving as area director. The-office is ·located in the Associational Baptist Building. The agency
operates a group home for boys which
is located at 115 East 'Cherry _Street in
· Jonesboro. The association and area
ch-urches contribute to the support of
this work.
Bunch has served in many denominational capacities including six
years on the state Executive Board,
chairm'a n of the Program Committee,
ser..,ed nine years on the Executive
Board of Southern Baptist College,
Walnut Ridge during the time the
school received its North Central ac- ·
creditation, a member of the study
committee which brought Southern
College into the State Convention, was
one of two superintendents of missions
in the SBC to serve on the 70 Onward
planning committee, and is currently
serving a second term on the state ·
Nominating Committee.
In responding to the presentation
Bunch expressed appreciation- for the
opportunity of working with the
churches of the association. He noted
that not many ministers have- the op•
portunity of spending as much of their
ministry in one community. He said that
Jonesboro and Craighead County is a
good place in which to live and rear
your family and that the people of Mt.
Zion Association are a wonderful group
. with which to work.

Ac:rostic honors
former editor
The following acrostic was presented by Mrs. E. J. Merryman,
Tel(arkana, in honor of former
Editor J. I. Cossey on the otcasion
of his receiving the honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Oua·
chita Unlv~rsity recently:
hust like Jest.ls, went about doing

good.
I-nvolved in so many good
works.
C-onsecrated Chr.istian leader.
O-rdained of God.
S-ervant of the people.
S-elfless devotion.
E-nlistment man - a great one.
V'-es, all this and mC>rel
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News briefs ____
• Crystal Valley Church, North Li~tle
Rock, recently had an old fashioned
river baptizing. Pastor Ed Walker b<~:p
tized 11 people .and two others were
saved 'at the river bank service.
• · Acteens of First Church, Lincoln,
held their first coronation serviCe Oct.
28. Thirteen girls received their crowns
for the queen honor.
• Wayne Edwards, son of Missionary
and Mrs . Benson Edwards, Big Creek
Association, was licensed to the gospel
ministry by. Sage Church, Sept. 30. Edwards is enrolled as a ministerial student
at So1,1thern College, Walnut Ridge.
• East End Church, Hensley, recently
presented p_erfect attendance pins to
H. K. Brooks and W. 0. Woodard for 18
and 14 years respectively.
• A double ordination service was
held recently at First Church, Paris.
Edmond Lewis, pastor of Roseville
Church, Ozark, was ordained to the
ministry . C. E. Anderson was ordained
as a deacon of First Church, Paris.
• Another double ordination service in Concord Association was held
at Pine log Church, Barber. Don Cochran, pastor of the church, was ordained
to the ministry. Robert Kenner was
ordained as a deacon of the church.
~ James E. Long Jr. was licensed to
preach recently by Central Church,
Hot Spring~. long is a student at Ouachita University, Arkadelphia. Pastor
J.ames E. Hill Jr . was moderator of the
service.
• Kibler Church, Alma, plans to
celebrate their 75th anniversary Nov .
25. Dress for the occasion will be in
the style of 75 years ago and the men
will have a beard or mastache.
• Uniontown Church, Clear Creek
Association, is conducting adult .classes
Monday through Thu rsday nights at
the church. The classes are acc red ited
through the eighth grade by the Arkan·
sas Board of Education.
• lamar Church has begun a church
library. Improvements they are working
on include painting the educational
wing of the church, paneling the dining
room, putting new cabinets in the
kitchen. and new floor coverings on
each of these rooms.
• Temple Church, Dermott, observed its annual Homecoming Nov. 4.
Guest singers for the occasion were
the Go lden Tones of Walcott.

Deaths _ _ _ __
Dolph A. Hancock, age 69, died Nov.
3. He was a member of Trinity Church,
Ft. Smith.
.
Mrs. Lela Irwin Abernathy, 85, of
Fordyce died Oct. 15. She was the
widow of J, A. Abernathy and was a
member of First Church, Fordyce.
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The Northside Mission of Ca lvary Church, Batesville, dedicated a new debt-free
educational annex Oct. 14. The building provides a fellowship hall, kitche'n facilities, nursery and classroom space. Building aid was given by the state Missions Department from the Revolving Loan Fund. Leaders· present for the dedication service were (from left): Paul Bass, Calvary Church staff and former pastor of the mission, Earnest Tal burt, member of the mission, Don Heuer, chairman of the building
committee, R. A. Bone, pastor of the Ca/va'ry Church, 5. D. Hacker, superintendent
of missions, Independence Association, Frank McBride, mission Sunday School
director, and present pastor, Don johnson.

W•n's IIIW..ill

A special sort of love that touches
By lm O'Neal Bowen
A daughter's
sweet concern for
an aged mother; a
mother's love and
appreciation for the
daughter are
these not things that
touch the heart?
I saw it at our
WMU night meeting not long ago.
Our hostess went
Mrs. Bowen
back and brought
out her little, old mother; white haired,
a scarf about her shoulders, she· was
as fragi.le as precious china.
"Mama wanted to say 'hello' before
she went to bed," the daughter said,
and we all spoke to her.
"I used to go to !=ircle meeting," she
said, "but we had it at the church."
"Mama got 'to go back home to visit
the other day," we were told.
"Yes," Mother said, "and if I had
someon~ to stay with me I'd be home
right now!"
"Now, Mama, you know you are welcome right here!"
"Yes," but I'm so much trouble to
you."

"No, you ar.e not any trouble. You're
not a bit of trouble."
Someone said laughingly, "I bet Hat·
tie Ann used to be a lot of trouble to
you!"
The little old lady thought about that,
then said emphatically, "No! Hattie
Ann wasn't ever any trouble to mel"
And they just stood there a minute
and smiled a special sort of smile at
each other, before the old lady went
back to her room.
That special smile stayed with me as
I left the home, and I felt we had been
blessed to have shared the experience.
The love which flowed between these
dear people is the sort mentioned in
the Bible as family or brotherly love
and is next in importance to the love of
God.
As we as families gather together
to celebrate the holidays ahead, we
should give special thanks for our families and the pleasures afforded us
through this tender relationship.
We could even go a little farther and
tell them how we love and appreciate
them.
· They niay not always be here to hear
us, you know.
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Scenes from the convention

Dr. Rheubin L. South, pastor, Park Hill
Church, North Little Rock, delivering
the president's address.

New convention officers, left to right: E. E. Boone, pastor,
Wynne Church, first vice president; Don Moore, pastor,
Grand Avenue Church, Ft. Smith, president; H. Lee Lewis,
pastor of Southside Mission of First Church, Warren, second
vice president.

Mrs. Nadine Bjorkman, secretary to
Executive · Secretary Charles H. Ashcraft, keeping minutes on the convention.

Capacity crowd attends Tuesday night session of the convention at Immanuel
Church, Little Rock.
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Dr. Curtis Vaughan, professor of New
Testament, Southwestern Seminary, Ft.
Worth, Tex., gives preview of january
Bible Study.

The choir of Ouachita University sings for the convention.

Dr. George T. Blackmon, retired professor of
OBU, delivers annual sermon.
Messengers visit between sessions.

Dr. Harper Shannon, pastor, Huffman
Church, Birmingham, Ala., spoke at
both the Pastors' Conference · and the

state conventio~.
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·staff ·changes _ __
has
accepted the pastorate of the Northvale
Church, Harrison.
He had been pastor
at the Pickles Gap
Church for eight
years. He held his
first services at
Northvale on- Oct.'
14. The church has
tecently voted to
Evans
build a new sanctuary.
First Church, Sallisaw has called
Eldridge L. Miller
to serve as pastor.
He assumes his
duties Nov. 15. He
wili leave the First
Church, Ft. Smith,
where he served as
minister of evangelism. A graduate of
Southern Sem inary,
Miller
he is married to the
former Miss Jene Bryce Smith and they
have nine children.
Sam Thorpe of Little Rock has accepted the position of minister of youth
and music at Bethany Church, North
Little Rock. Ted Richardson is pastor.
Thorpe is a graduate of the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock. Both he and
Richardson are current students at the
Mid-American Theological Seminary in
Little Rock.
Before accepting the position at
Bethany, Thorpe served as youth and
activities director of Baptist Tabernacle,
Little Rock.
.
John Schopp Ill has accepted the
call to Cass Church. He surrendered
to the ministry two years ago and has
been an active member of Uniontown
Church where he served as chairman
of the building committee during construction of the new auditorium.
First Church, Van Buren has called
Walter Watts as mission pastor for the
Turner Terace Mission. A graduate of
Southern Seminary, Watts lives in Ft.
Smith.
John

Evans

Correction
Gerald W. Trussell is chairman
of the ABSC Finance Committee,
not Program Committee as stated
in our issue of Nov. 8.

Page 10

· Beauty pageant at Southern
The Beauty Pageant. for selection of
the 1973 Miss Southern Baptist College
will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 13 in the
Carter Field House on the Walnut Ridge
Campus. Admission will be . fifty cents
a person.
Approximately 30 young ladies will
enter the competition for the title which
is now held by Mary Welch Carter, a
May' 1973 graduate of Southern.
The Pageant is sponsored by thE!
college sophomore class. David Daniel,
class president; Karen G;uner, class
secretary; with other officers and Jerry
Gibbens and Marty Sewald, class sponsors; are coordin;uing plans for the

Pageant.
The
judges
include
Gardner
McNabb, Pocahontas; Calvin Smith,
ASU, Jonesboro; Mrs. Sheila DeWitt,
Paragould; and Miss Dixie Sloan, Black
Rock, the reigning Miss Lawrence
County.
Theme for the Pageant will be "Close
To You." Presiding _ over the public
ceremonies and competition will be
Mrs. Carolyn Shell and Mrs. Shirley
Turbyeville, both of Walnut Ridge.
All the members of th~ sophomore
cl~ss join in inviting the public to attend the pageant.

Attending the International Banquet were (/eft to right) Cristina Barber, Bolivia;
Mrs. Raj Kilambi, India; Dr. Raj Kilambi, India; Nima Kilambi, India; Executive Secretary Charles Ashcraft; Haluk Sabri Ozemek, Turkey; Hermon Hemont Rao, India.

State leaders give address
at U of A International Banquet
Charles Ashcraft, executive secretary
of the Arkansas Convention; Roy Lewis,
secretary of the Department of Stewardship- Cooperative Program; and Tom
Logue, director of Student Work, as
they neared the end of a week-long
tour of Student Work in Arkansas, visited the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, Thursday and Friday, Oct. 4-5.
The purposes of their visits were ·to see
first hand the ministry of Arkansas Baptists on the campuses of Arkansas, and '
to meet students and to encourage
BSU Directors in their ministries.
. While visiting the U of A at Fayetteville, Ashcraft, Lewis and ~ogue counseled with Baptist Student Union Directors Jamie Jones and Ken Watkins,

met and talked with students and participated in three BSU functions. On
Thursday afternoon, Lewis shared with
students at "Perspective," a daily worship time at the BSU Center.
Thursday night, at the annual Inter~
national Banquet, Ashcraft delivered a
word of welcome and congeniality to
the 150 international and American
guests. On Friday, the three representatives of the Arkansas Baptist Convention met with the BSU Area Committee,
composed of representatives from four
area associations - Benton, ca·rroll
Boone-Newton and Wa~hington
Mi!dison. The meeting was concluded
by lunch served in the new University
of Arkansas Student Union.
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Scenes from the pastors' c_o nference

Clifford Palmer, pastor, First Church, Springdale, delivers message.

jerry Abernathy, evangelist, North Little Rock,
brings message.

H. D. McCarty, pastor, University Church,
Fayetteville, speaks on "The Pastor and His
Family."
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Wayne Davis, pastor of Oak Grove Church,
Van Buren, and secretary of the Pastors' Conference, reads Scripture.

Garland Morrison, pastor, North Main
Church, jonesboro, gives testimony on the
bus ministry.

Dickson Rial, pastor, First Church, Ada, Okla.;
brings messa'ge.
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'

You belong
with us •••

Good Drivers
who don't drink ·

For Financial Independence
Yes, I'd like more
information on:"'

I

Tax Sheltered Annunltles
Polley Review Service
College Education Plan
Family Life Insurance
Savings Plan for Single Women
Student Term Protection·
Group Life Insurance

Health and Accident Group·Protection
Disability Income
Homeowners and Fire Insurance
· Complete Auto Insurance
Mortgage Insurance
Savings Plan for Married Men
Agents needed In all areas of Arkansas
MAIL TO:
Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance Companies
203 Fausett Building
Markham a University
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
Phone: 663-9437

Name - - - - - - - - - - - - - Addresa - - - - - - - - - - , - - - _ _ . . . . . Phone - - - - City---------- State---=--------- Church-----------Birthdate
Have my Preferred Risk repreHntatlve contact
*Some plans not available in certain states. _
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Ouachita Homecoming activities,
class reunions to be Nov. 17
ARKADELPHIA - Among Ouachita
Baptist University's 1973 Homecoming
Activities on Nov. 17 will be a number
of class reunions. .
Reunion buffets · for the classes of
1923, '28, . '33, '38, '43, '48, '58, '63, '68,
and '73 will be held at the newly
completed Evans Student Center at
5:30 p.m. A reunion dinner for the class
of 1953 will be held at Bowen's Continental Buffet at 6 p.m.
Tickets for all reunions are $2.50
and reservations are being made
through the Former Students Association office at Ouachita.
An alumni buffet for all former students will be held at 12 noon. Tickets
. are $2 and reservations are b.eing made ·
through the FSA office.

Ouachita theatre
receives a grant
ARKADELPHIA "The Carousel
Players," Ouachita Baptist University's
children's theater troupe has received
a grant of $1,340 from the Arkansas·
State Arts and Humanities program.
According to Raymond Caldwell,
assistant professor of speech and
drama, Arkansas last year received
over $127,000 from the National Endowment for the Arts. Caldwell said the
funds, "will help us finance the annual
children's theater tour we've started for
the players."

bther activities will include a parade
at 10 a.m. through downtown
Arkadelphia and the official dedication
of Evans Student Center at 11 a.m.
W. Clement Stone will deliver the dedicatory address.
The Homecoming Queen will be
crowned at 1:30 p.m. prior to the annual
Ouachita-Henderson State College
football game. During halftime, the
Former Students Association will
present the Purple and Gold Heart
Award to an outstanding alumnus.
Evening entertainmeiit will be provided by the Student Senate.
All seats for the game must be
reserved in advance. Tickets are $3.50
and should be reserved by November
7. Orders by mail may be made through
Bill Vining at the OBU Athletic'Office.
"Pippi Longstocking" has been
selected as this year's play. The prodLiction has a cast of 12 and will be the
first musical ever produced by "The
Carousel Players."
The Arkadelphia Chapter of the Association for Education , will sponsor
the Arkadelphia performances for this
year. For the first time all the children
in the Arkadelphia School district will
have an opportunity to see the play.
Tryouts are open to all students and
will be held next semester. The troupe
will perform in Magnet Cove, Pine Bluff
and Camden. Any group interested in
sponsoring the troupe sh'ould contact
Raymond Caldwell, Box 751, OBU
Arkadelphia, Arkansas.

Tommy Bridges, state director of Special Mission Ministries, and Harry Woodall,
director, Central Association Missions, look at one of the many Bibles received in
"Christmas in August" packag!'!s. Over 1,000 packages have been received at the
Hot Springs Mission Center after the center was featured in the August ·issue of
the ROYAL SERVICE ~a~azine.
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Johnson named editor
at Broadman Press
NASHVILLE- j. S.
Johnson,
audiovisual production
c o n s u I t a n t for
Broadman
Press
since 1970, has been
named editor of in- ·
spirational
books
in the Broadman
products de johnson
partment of the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.
A native of Tennessee, johnson
graduated from Mississippi College,
Clinton, and from New Orleans
·
· .
Seminary.
Prior to joining the board's staff he
served as superintendent of mi~sions
for the George' County (Miss.) Association and the jasper County (Miss.) Association. Earlier he served as pastor
for churches in Mississippi and
1
Alabama.
"In this position we need a •person
of innovative, creative ability," said
James W. Clark, director of the board's
Broadman division . "We need a person
who is able to relate well to authors;
and one who can develop books that
will help churches to be more effective
in their ministry and that will help
Christians to grow. We feel we have
such a person in Joe Johnson."
Johnson is the author of Broadman's
"Preacher, you're the best pasture
we've ever had I".

Harry and Jerri Woodall 'give direction
to the Hot Spring Miss'ion Center located at 1030 Central Avenue. The
Woodal/s are employed by Central
Baptist Association in cooperation with
the State Missions Department and the
Home Mission Board.
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Convention sermon

By George T. Blackmon
Retired professor of OBU

Acts 1:8
Personal remarks:
Messen·gers of the One Hundred
Twentieth Session of the Arkansas Bap• tist State Convention, please allow me
a few personal words. Even now once
and again some one or group mentions that he or it had remembered me
in prayer over the last few years. I am ·
most grateful to all of you for this remembrance because God is entreated
to bless .because "The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth
much."
I also honestly admit that I am · not
the best qualified man among you to
express some guidelines for dedicated
service in God's kingdom. I still feel as
Isaiah felt ·in his unpurified estate: "I
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell
amidst a people of unclean lips." I have
frequent cause to recall Paul's bidding
to every one "not to th.ink of himself
more highly than he ought to think."
In this area, I often feel the reprove
who am I to tell God whom He can use
or how He can use him.
I for a time faced a dilemma in respect
to a purpose for this message. Should
I make it a key-note for the convention's assumption or should I find the
will of God in this worship hour? I returned to civilian life somewhat shaken
by the sight of so much wasted human
life. I faced the task of "putting· things ·
together" again. This message, elementary as it is, constitutes the result. I present it today to provoke thought in
areas of religious life that seem vital
to me. It does matter how a man thinks
"for as he thinketh in his heart so is
he.'' One cannot keep his mind in the
gutter and keep his life out for long.

Realm of truth

·

.Now to seek some valid guidelines
for service in the kingdom of heaven,
we discover three in the Gospel of
Matthew. "Whosoever therefore shall
break o.ne of these least command·
ments, and shall teach men so, shall be
called least in the kingdom of heaven:
but whosoever shall do and teach them,
the same shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven." The degree of
fidelity both in word and action to the
whole truth develops an effective ser·
vant i.n the kingdom.
"Whosoever therefore shall humble
himself as this little. child, the _same is
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.''
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"Whosoever will be great among you,
let him be your minister." Among the
ways· to become great in the work of
the Lord are also the guidelines causing
"Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven." Freedom in the work, authority and force in it, successes and
rewards are had by holding to and
spreading the Truth. "And ye shall know
the Truth, and the Truth shall make
you free." "Grace and Truth come by
Jesus Christ." So it is evident that God
does not need antagonism nor exaltedness by one person in His choosing
and using other denominations. There
are four kinds of truth - historical
e.stablished by documentation; philosophic arrived at ~y logic and reasoning; natural disciplines ascertained by
experimentation; and religious grasped
through revelation. Each kind of tr.uth
has its distinctive material and method;
None neither prove nor contradict the
others. Those who are disturbed about
the "space age" may 'have complete
freedom of choice so far as I am concerned. Some scientists may form another "Babylon Tower" to by-pass God;
but unless I have a stop-over skyward
on my way to my eternal home, I shall
allow others my astra-passages otherwise. I have been theologically influenced by the dedication and near
perfect accuracy in calculations of the
whole personnel.

Old Testament witnesses
In the time of Seth and his son Enos,
it is said "then began men to call upon
the Lord." Perhaps public worship had
its beginning thusly. The next move
toward public worship was when the
father became the priest for th~ fam ily
during the lifetime of Noah, Abraham,
Job, and Jacob. The home remained
the worship center perhaps for sabbath
worsh ip (Deut. 6:3-9) until the synagogue appeared. God took the fi rstborn
because they were spared in Egypt (Ex.
13:3). They were later exchanged for
the Levites (Num. 3:40). Aaron was ordained the first high P.riest and hi_s four
sons as ordinary priests (Ex. 29:1-37).
The priesthood continued on for centuries but most priests did not keep
before the people God's revelation of
himself and his mission for His chosen
people. The priesth(j)od served to pet ition God on beha'lf of the people Man to God relationships. With the

decay of the priesthood came the office
of prophet- God to man relationships;
Although those two were the main
witness groups, God opened channels
of service for all other Israelite men
and women only one function short of
the priesthood - offering of sacrifices.
The Nazarite Order was a group of dedicated "separated" witnesses (Num. 6).
They chose to take the vows of "separation" (nasar). They were concurrent
with the prophets.
During exile and restoration of Israel,
the Nethinim wece active witnesses for
God. They were foreigners who by
choice were circumcised. They were
more acceptable by the people than
by the priesthood. They were assigned
all duties of unordained Levites. God
accepted the fideiity to Him and to
His work. Large numbers of them returned to Palestine with Zerubabel,
'Ezra, and Nehemiah (Ezra 2:43·55; Neh.
7:44-46). Their rise and acceptance
along with the Nazarites of an earlier
period point up the fact that anyone
who chooses and faithfully dedicates
himself completely, has a mission open
to him in kingdom work.

New Testament witnesses
The New Testament gives three
groups of people who formed some
personal relationships with Jesus. They
were distinguishable by the· kind and
frequency of their · contacts and -' responses. His mother was the first be·
liever in him according to the record
(Lk. 1:45). Then came Simeon; next
were Anna and her society "that looked
for redemption in Jerusalem" (Lk. 2:38).
Many otners later believed in him. Four
or six men- Andrew and Simon, Philip
and Nathanael, · and probably James
and John became believers in him by
the River Jordan (Jn. 1:35-51). Later
at least four of them became disciples
by the Sea of Galilee (Mk. 1: 16-20) at
the call of .J es.us. Yet later they were
ordained as apostles on the mountain
(Matt. 10:2-4). Those groups were more
selective from the first one to the last.
Missions and servic~s changed. The
believers were more numerous and
more .locally orient~d. The disciples
were more noble and dedicated in
their loyalties. They left more for Christ
(Matt. 4:18· 22). They chose Jesus and
we·re learners. They stayed closer and
conversed more. The apost les were
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chosen by jesus. They were fewer. They
gave a cycle of activity that would guarbeliever makes one a Citizen of the
were believers and had been disciples antee perpetuity and expansion of the
kingdom (basileia). Being baptized
(Lk. 6:13). For the first one and one-half work. That Commission was given to
makes one "a soldier of the Cross" years, jesus had followed the pattern
the eleven and to "above five hundred
member of the church (ekklesia). The
of the preaching of John the Baptist:
brethren at once." That large gathering
third and last participle (didaskontes)
"Repent ye for the kingdom of heaven
included apostles and disciples. It gave
emphasized that its action is concurrent
is at hand" (Matt. 3:2; 4:17). That period
guidance in putting organization,
with the action of the main action was individually oriented. The last half method, and security in spreading the
"making disciples." The cycle of action
gospel and winning the lost to Christ.
of his ministry was given to the apostles,
is as you go make disciples, lead them
whom Paul wrote were "first" in the The Commission has four verbals in it,
into the church by baptism, then teach
church (I Cor. 12:28). Some reject the three of which are participles, which
them as they go make disciples, baptize
propriety of the election of Matthias . take their time phase from their relathem, and teach those as they go make
(Acts 1:26). They argue that the Holy tion to the finite verb. The first one
disciples and teach them to do the same,
Spirit had not fallen upon the apostles translated "go" (poreuthentes) is an
the cycle of which shall continue to
and that God intended for Paul to fill
aorist depo(1ent, not an imperative,
the end of time. What a tragedy it would
the vacancy left by Judas lscariot. The used adverbally - "as you go," "when
be for man had all of that crowd or of
any generation today stopped that cychoice was made of one from the bap- you go." Seldom does one need to be
cle.
·
tism of John and was a witness of the commanded to go. That gathering did
• During his eleventh and last appearresurrection of Jesus. The apostle was not need a command; they would not
ance (Acts 1:3-11), Jesus gave the third
remain on that mountain side. Jesus
a teacher - a full time representative
and last Commission. He emphasized
of Jesus. Those three groups of New wished them to make disciples everywhere since there was so large a crowd
Testament times are after a fashion
the power and geogr~phic scope for
the expansion of the kingdom. Georepresented among present day Chris- of both disciples and apostles. It is ungraphically,·the cycle of activity he had
tians. Actual apostles were a one gen- fortunate that English has no verb form
assured to have his presence until time
eration group. Paul said that the Ephe- for disciple (mathateusate). The expanis no more. Now it is to have it to the
sians were "built upon the foundation sion of the kingdom is to cover "all
end of the earth. Ttle pow'er of the Holy
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus nations." Baptizing them is an act of
Spirit is to be with them and in them.
Christ himself being the chief corner initiation. The baptism of Jesus was
stone" (Eph. 2:20).
announcement of his entry upon his
For some, he seems to be only an item
work. The participle is baptizontes
The applications
in their theology but he is the presence
(present active) - two uncials have
From the foregoing, present day
of God anywhere and everywhere. He
"personalizes" God's revelations to
Christians can find both encourage- the aorist - which connects it in time
with "make disciples." Baptism does
ment and guidance. God is not partial
the witnesses for Christ and God. "You
in His using and blessing every dedi- not "make disciples" as Lenski mainshall be witnesses of me." You may
cated and active worker in His king- tains. Paul in Galatians wrote, "For as
riot agree but one. must dare to be the
many of ·you as were baptized into
dom. Jesus established an organization
victim of his own convictions. The truth
does not depen·d upon what I or you
called church to bring about a perma- Christ have put on Christ." The word
nency to what he began. Far too many for "put on" really depiCted putting
believe. It stands and has stood the
church members are only believers. on a uniform as a soldier. Becoming a same.
During his fifth appearance (Jn. 20:21;
Lk. 24:36-43), he gave the f1rst Commission. Jesus said "as my Father hath
sent (apestalken) me, even so send
(pempo) I you." The use of synsmyms
must mean that he wished the apostles
and disciples to be both messengers
and ambassadors for him and the Father.
The ordained of God's children today
FORT WORTH (BP) - With a touch
more. Since that time you've asked for
should likewise give special heed to of fun and slapstick, the Southern
at. least $9 million more."
speak the Tr.uth and act godly in all Baptist Radio and Television ComIn a serious vein, Routh said the
cases and missions. Only men so sent mission honored its president; Paul
commission has received over $17
should be ordained. Discipleship is M. Stevens, for 20 years service as the
million through the Cooperative Pro.
the area in which the most weaknesses agency's ~;hief executive.
gram, since Stevens was elected in
in service appear. What does the averGifts and tributes were· presented
1953, to communicate the Christian
age church member forego, quit, or by commission board members, em-:
message through radio and television.
leave for Christ? "Must' I go and empty ployees and city civic leaders, comStevens said, "I am a pr9duct of the
handed be? Must I meet my Savior so?" memorating Stevens' tenure.
staff of this commission and the people
From the second century for sometime
A humorous film, produced by emof the Southern Baptist .Convention
the spread of Christianity was mainly ployees ·and called "movie drone
who support this commission with their
by unordained statesmen, military men, news," noted that Stevens, with "his · gifts
through
the
Cooperative
business men, officials, and sailors. Un- shoeshine, his smile and a ha'rd head,"
Program."
·
. der the law ·"re/igio licita" bishops, led his staff in the production of more
Stevens, commenting on the comelders, and other ordained were not than 3,600 radio and television pro~
mission's success in the broadcasting
allowed to preach outside their several
grams.
industry, likened it to his father's comprovinces. Person to person evangelism
Porter Routh, executive secretary of
ment about controlling a recalcitrant
today appears to be becoming the most the SBC Executive Cqmmittee, added
mule: "I just watch wherE! it wants to go,
fruitful method of spreading the gospel to the tongue-in-check quality of the · and I follow it very closely."
and winning the lost-lay evangelism.
gathering. He presented Stevens "a
"That's- what we do with the broadOn his eighth appearance (Matt. bill for $9 million, because you said
cast- industry," he commented. "We
28:16-20; Mk. 16:15-18; I Cor. 15:5b), back in 1958 that if we raised your budwatch were it is going and we are there,
Jesus gave his second Commission. He get to a certain level you'd never ask for
very closely, with a Christian message.''

Stevens marks his 20th year
at SBC Radio-TV commission
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Arkansas Baptist College
embarks on an "Era of Enrichment"
By Dr. ]. C. Oliver
President, Arkansas Baptist College, Lillie Rock
Editor's note: Arkansas Baptist Col- mediate area. 65 percent of enrolled
lege is owned and operated by the students live in the little Rock or North
Consolidated Missionary Baptist State little Rock area. (2) In a period when
Convention of Arkansas.
colleges of much higher pedigree, and
Dr. Robert U. Ferguson serves as a support, regu larly show red ink in their
liaison between the Arkansas Baptist ·annual report, Arkansas Baptist ColState Convention and the National lege has operated in the black for the
Baptist Conventions in our state.
last seven years. (3) With the stymying
of federal aid. in College Housing ProThe manifold problems and struggles
jects, building programs at major
of col leges in general and black
colleges have been set aside for two
~ol.leges in particular in the last ·10
to three years. (Arkansas Baptist is
years bave been told throughout the
completing a girl's dormitory this fall
country. To some degree, the country
without government assistance.)
has addressed itself to meeting some of
completion
of
t~e
girls'
The
the needs of ' higher . education as
spiraling costs and decreasing enroll- .dormitory th is fall ' will mark a significant point in the colleges building proment become established trends.
gram with the completion of its sixth
Arkansas Baptist College, a prem.a jor building.
dominantly black, ~hurch related
institution cer.tainly feels the pinch as
). C. Oliver, president of the college
states "we have worked over the past
the institution continues to provide
educational · services, to a wide variety
seven years to construct a physical
of students.
p!ant that would adequately house our
There are several major differences
educational program. To accomplish
in the role and function of Arkansas
that objective we have built five major
Baptist College, however, that distinbuildings with the sixth now under
guishes· its participation in the educaconstruction, and over 70 percent comtional . arena
of
Arkansas.
(1)
pleted. The coll ege now prepares to address it's resources to provide for the
Enrollment
stat1st1cs
show
that
Arkansas Baptist is a true · community
internal strengthe~ing necessary for
college, serving the people of its imaccrediting by NCA regulations."

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, SOC
• A Better Environment - (New
York) - "Yet ano'ther poll has
shown that the public is remarkably willing to incur .some
personal inconvenience and
cost in order to achieve a better
environment. Under the supervisio,n of George Gallup, the
Regional
Plan
Association
polled 15,000 voters in a tristate area (New York, New
Jersey and Connecticut) and ·
found 68 percent w illing to
sp·e nd more of their income either in taxes • or higher
prices - to improve the public
environment of the region.
To deal with the problem of
solid waste 88 percent favored
reducing convenience packaging and other disposable
consumer items; 82 percent
supported a suggestion for a
sing le
governmental
waste
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The broad objectives ·of the' "Era of
are (1) Strengthening the
College L1brary program to provide
new equipment, materials and additional personnel as a primary step
toward accrediation . (2) Development
of a comprehensive, co-ordinated
systematic approach t9 the solutio~
of problems posed by the socioeducational role of the institution. This
plan will include curriculum development in vocationa l education, continuing education and developmental
education; · administrative expansion
to provide administrative services to
accommodate new curricula, expanded
degree programs faculty training and
student services, and institutional research to provide a continuous flow of
data necessary for revision and refinement of the college program and to
. maintain the col leges role in a proper
perspective to t~e total ' educational
composite of Pulaski County.
In order to meet it's objectives the
college has launched a six month effort to raise $100~00 for the college
library program, submitted a proposa l
under the Title Ill, Developing Colleges
program which is keyed to the overall
objectives of the institution and entered
into a Consortia arrangement with
Philander Smith College and Shorter
College (both area colleges) for an
Experimental Learning Centers program also under title Ill. In addition
the college has estab lished and staffed
a college development office with a
grant from the Fleishmann Foundation which will. actively seek grants
from federal and private sources.
·
The "Era of Enrichment" at Arkansas
Baptist College will· be a period marked
by concerted effort backed with the
total commitment of it's president who
be lieves that, "Whatever you set out to
do, you can do, if you would. only have
faith in God and faith in yourself." His
record as a college president bears out
his belief.
Enrichmen~"

management
agency
to
establish policies and enforce
disposal standards of air, water
and land throughout the tristate area. Large . majorities
were in favor of policies to slow
population growth in the
region: 72 percent , wanted
additional measures to ·reduce
the birth rate, and 64 percent
supported the use of federal
aid to attract jobs and people
to other parts of the country."
(From "Global Report"
in Saturday Review/ World,
Oct. 9, 1973)
• Consumers Fighting Back "Consumers
injured
by
allegedly faulty products are
going to court in record numbers these days. And they're
w inning bigger and bigger
settlements. A $75,000 award
is not unusual. According to
surveys by jury Verdict Research of Cleveland, juries
are ruling in favor of consumers
more and more :...._ from 49
percent of the time in 1965 to
52 perc;ent in 1972·."
(From Everybody's Money,
p. 7, Autumn 1972)

Tennessee Baptist editor
granted leave of absence
.BRENTWOOD, Tenn. (BP) - james
A. Lester, editor of the· Baptist and Reflector, news publication of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, has been
"granted .. . a six-month leave of absence, beginning Nov. 1 .. . at his request," according to 0. M. Dangeau,
chairman of the administrative committee of the Tennessee Baptist executive board.
"During this time Mr. Lester will not
have any responsibility with the paper,
and Ralph Norton (Tennessee Baptist)
executive secretary-treasurer, will assume complete responsibility for it,"
Dangeau said in a statement in the Baptist and Reflector.
.
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Revivals _____
Dallas Avenue, Mena, Oct. 22-28;
joe Starr, evangelist; one profession of
faith, ·three by letter. Pastor is j. D.
Webb.
First Church, DeQueen, Oct. 28-31·
Billy Foote, evangelist; 26 professions of
. faith. joe Denton is pastor.

Sandy Thomas named
Miss Polk County

Officers elect~? receiltly for the coming year for Caroline Association are (from
left). Guy Whltrng, To/tee Church, Scott, treasurer; Charles Chesser, First Church,
Car/,~/e, ~Jerk; Ron Honea~ First Church, Coy, vice moderator; and Houston
Austm, F~rst Chur~h, Keo, mode_rator. The annual ·meeting was held at First
Church, Des Arc w1th host Pastor Billy G. West serving as moderator.

OBU enrollment
shows increase
ARKADELPHIA - Ouachita University is enjoying an ·enrollment increase
of over eight percent this year over
last year, according to computer
figures released by the office of OBU
President Daniel R. Grant.
Total enrollment for the fall 1973
semester has been tabulated at 1,642,
including both undergraduate and
graduate students on the Arkadelphia
campus plus graduate students in little
Rock. (Ouachita is offering a limited
number of graduate courses for Little
Rock public school teachers.)
A year ago, enrollment totalled 1,511.
Included in the total increase is a
jump in the number of students studying for church-related vocations from
239 in 1972 to 270 in 1973.
The new church vocations figure
breaks down into student increases in
almost every . job category this year:
ministerial from 123 i.n '72 to 126 in '73;

religious education from 24 to 35; missions from 18 to 26; church music from
34 to 40; and youth work from 14 to 18.
Recreation students decreased .from
2 to 1; students in miscellaneous
church related fields remained the
same at 4 and 20 gave no response to
the specific field question.
One-hundred eighty OBU students
have parents in church-related vocations this year compared to 163 last
year. Of the 180, 44 are the children of
missionaries, 91 of pastors and 45 of
persons in miscellaneous churchrelated 'jobs. Ten specified no field.
Class breakdowns on the new figures
indicate an increase of approximately
12 percent in the size of the freshman
class - from 523 in 1972 to 592 this
semester.

Sandy Thomas, Miss Polk County
Sandy Thomas, 17-year-old daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Thomas, Mena,
recently won the Miss Polk County
title.
For her talent the new fair queen
presented the Lord's Prayer in sign
language. Her beautiful and dramatic
presentation impressed the judges.
Sandy is an active member of First
Church, Mena, and is active in the
youth choir, the "Celebration Singers."
She, also, is a senior in the Mena High
School.

Churc.h Efficiency Conference
Southern Baptist College, Walnut Ridge
Dec. 2-5, 1973
Further information will be in Nov. 22 issue.
For reservations write:

- ~s~

Billy Walker
P. 0 . Box 281
Southern Baptist College
Walnut Ridge, Ar. 72476

YOUR MISSION DOLLAR
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One Item
Every Layman
Should Consider
zn the Church Budget
•

AN OPEN LETTER FROM
DAROLD H. MORGAN

Inflation hurts. No one needs to tell you
that. It cuts heavily into a family's budget.
It makes things cost more ... Food .. .
Clothing ... Housing ... Medicine .. .
EVERYTHING. Inflation makes you whittle away at luxury items fn order to provide necessities.
Inflation bites deeply into a church budget too. During the rtext few weeks, your
church will determine its 1974 budget.
You'll deal with inflation in every item and
have 'to trim costs wherever you can.
Crucial decisions will be made. The very
life of your church . depends on how you
spend the funds in the budget. One item
that needs special consideration is salary
compensation for your pastor, other ministers and church employ~s. How you
budget for salary and benefits will affect
each 'of them. Every church wants to do
what is fair. Yet, a church can be unfair
sometimes and not be aware of it.
As a former pastor, ! ~now how 'your
pastor and staff feel. Rising costs make
paying bills hard on them too. I would
like to suggest that your church consider

salary increases for each staff member.
Since 1967, inflation has jumped !llore
than 25 per cent nationally. Predictions
are that 1973 will register one of the
steepest increases ever in the cost of living.
Remember further that Social Security
tax for ministers also goes up. Every or- .'
dained minister by law must pay all of the
Social Security tax himself.
Retire~ent and insurance programs are
offered by the Annuity Board. If your
church does not provide these plans for its
employes, consider the benefits available.
Both are hard to beat.
Since 1967, retirement, disability,

SERVING THOSE
' WHOSERVE
THE LoRD

·A

widow, and child benefits in the Protec- .
tion Program have jumped considerably.
Yet, dues costs have never increased. Not
only do you help the minister, church staff,
and their families, but you answer in advance the question -what should our
church do if our pastor is disabled or must
retire with inadequate benefits?
If your church participates now in the
Protection Program, make sure the dues
are·based on 10 per cent of to'tal salary for
all yoz'tr staff. It will take this and more
when you consider what inflation will
continue to do.
The ~rotection Program is Southern
Baptists' way of saying ."thank you for a
job well done" to those who serve in
churches, agencies and state conventions.
Annuity Board personnel are. ready to
help you begin a program or improve an
existing one.
For full details, write the Church Area
of the Development Division, Annuity
Board, SBC, 511 North Akard Building,
Dallas, Texas 75201; or, contact the annuity secretary in your state convention
office.

ANNUITY BOARD, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION I 511 NORTH AKARD I DALLAS, TEXAS 75201
Pa~e
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Co-laborers in Mission

OPERATION ONE: A boldstep.in
Not long ago one of the television
increased support for world missions.
networks covered the arrival and deplaning of the crew of Apollo 17 in
... Argentina
"The Cooperative Program to the
Huntsville, Ala. The telecaster commented that these heroes were coming 111issionary is not only a means of misto Huntsville not so much to be recog- sions, but it is a philosophy of spiritual
nized as to recognize the contribution
giving: We know we are God's misof others to the success of the Apollo sionaries in Argentina because it is his
mission. Eugene German spoke for the .plan; and we are convinced that part
crew. What he said was deeply moving. of God's plan for winning th,:! world
He acknowledged that without the for Christ is the Cooperative Program.
dedication and skill of every individual
Each church participation is like a strong
involved in the space program, the link of a great chain that holds us secure
Apollo flight would have been no more from the homeland to the far away land.
than an empty dream. He linked the We thank God t~at he inspired this plan
ground crew with the moon adven- of cooperative giving for Southern Bap-·
ture just as definitely as he did the tists. There's no other plan in the world
that rpakes missions possible in such
space crew themselves.
•
Immediately I drew a parallel be- an effective way."- Suzie Plunk
tween the mind-boggling space enterOPERATION ONE: A greater involveprise and the worldwide mission of
ment in sharing Christ with the world.
Southern Baptists. Not every citizen
, .. Malaysia
·
aspires to or can explore the moon's
"People from , the surrounding hills
surface, nor can every Baptist go to a
mission field. But every Baptist can be gathered slowly as had long been the
a part of the worldwide mission of his custom. Most wore the same style clothchurch. He can be this by giving ing as their parents· and grandparents
before them. Babies and small children
through the Cooperative Program.
. ·This is why Operation One is so im- still rode 'piggyback' · tied securely by
portant to every Southern Baptist. Oper- a sarong. A similar piece of cloth formed
ation One is the concentrated effoit a turban to protect the head from the
to familiarize every one of us with the burning sun, a custom of long standing.
"But many old customs were not
mission needs of the world and to chalevident.
There was no rice wine and no
lenge us to respond in a positive way
through greater involvement in mission one was drunk. There was no loud
giving. Every church is being . chal- weeping and wailing and no heathen
lenged to increase its gifts tl)rough the priest to perform heathen rites and no
Cooperative Program by at least 1 per- · gongs to ward off evil spirits. Instead,
cent of the total church budget income Christian hymns rang out and hearts
thus enabling every Baptist to have a and voices were raised in prayer to the
greater involvement in the world mis- God of love who gives victory over
death .. This was the first Christian funsion of the church.
eral among the people of the village,
Missionaries themselves are quick and Christ made the difference. We
to testify that without dedicated giving are aware that the love of our Christ
by the "ground crew," our mi$Sions was made known to these people
effort would be no more than an idle through Baptist ·missionaries and a nadream. Listen to some of these mis- tional worker supported by .Cooperasionaries speak out.
tive Program gifts." - Mary Yarnell
. . . from Spain
"To ask how I" feel about the CoopOPERATION ONE: Co-laborers in
erative Program is like asking a fisherMission Around the World.
man what he thinks about the boat he
- Billie Pate, Growth Coordinator,
uses daily in his work. It is like inviting Church Training Department, Baptist
the farmer to comment on his plow. Sunday School Board (October 1973
It is like questioning What function the Baptist Program_ reprint.)
canal serves in the irrigation processes.
"For 25· years I have been overseas,
glad to give my life for Christ and confident that I am in a partnership with
those back at home who put tools in
JJISSIOMARI~S
my hands.
.
depend on you
"I cannot imagine what our mission
work would be - either at home or
abroad - without the Cooperative
Program. It is a wonderful, effective,
and inspired plan. It is a great canal
of love which flows out to those whose
greatest need is Christ." -Indy Whitten

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
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Arnold joins staff
of Children's Home
· Bill Arnold has
joined the staff of
the Arkansas Baptist
Home for Children
as Director of Activities for the Home. A
graduate of Ouachita University,
Arnold taught in the
public schools and
held coaching positions .in Nevada and
Arnold
Louisiana prior to
joining our staff. Active in community
affairs, Arnold served as president of
his local Jaycee chapter and was selected by that organization as one of
the outstanding young men of America,
1972-73.
Arnold will direct the recreational
activities at the Children's Home. He
will work to set up and direct programs
to meet the individual needs of all the
children at the ' Home. As a valuable
member of our child care team, his influence touches the lives of each young
person in the areas of self-discipline,
healthy competition and interaction
with others, recreational skills, and
most heavily on the improvement in
the way they feel about themselves.
We are grateful to have him as a part
of our .staff and look forward to the
contribution he will make to our child
care ministry. - Johnny G. Biggs, Executive Director, Arkansas Baptist Family
and Child Care Services.

Savannah Book Store
manager is named .
NASHVILLE (BP) - . Joseph M.
Harley, accounting section supervisor,
accounting and control department of
the Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board here, has been named manager
of the Savannah (Ga.) Baptist Book
Store.
Effective Oct. 15, Harley will replace
Joe D. Roberts, who became manager
of the Lubbock (Tex.) book store in
August.
A native of Savannah, Harley received the bachelor of business administration degree from the University
of Geor~ia, Athens.
Prior to joining the board in 1969,
be was employed by American
Cyanamid Company, Savannah, as an
accounting supervisor. Earlier he
worked in the accounting department
for the U.S. Steel ·Corporation in Port
Wentworth, Ga.
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Baptists- Thank you for sharing

."To Arkansas Baptists we say, 'Thank
you.' 11
"Thank you, Arkansas Baptists, for
supporting colleges and seminaries
that prepared me for this work."
One of the above quotations is from
a foreign missionary and the other from
a home missionary. Both were written
in response to a request for quotes
about the Cooperative Program, and
both express appreciation for the part
that the Cooperative Program played
in their preparation for the mission
work in which they are presently engaged.
Many speakers have said in one way
or another, 11 A call to serve is also a
call to prepare for that service." Our
missionaries around the world realize
the importance of a good preparation
for the work they have to do.
The quotes used here are typical of
many made by missiona·ries from many
places as they -stop to think of what
the Cooperative Program means to
them. As we think of the Cooperative
Program, sometimes we limit our thinking to ,the work of those who have already finished their training and are
out · in the field working. We should
never forget that a very real part of the

grow with time and distance ... these
are difficult to pass over as real influenc~s in my life."
Cooperative Program is the preparation
. Our Bapti~t ~alleges. have played an
of these workers as well as others who
Important part m carrymg out our misare presently in school preparing themsion task. It is easier to see what they
selves to work alongside these opeople
are doing in our state, but Robert A.
and to take the place of the present
Wells, superintendent of missions for
workers when they retire. .
Nevada Baptist Association in Reno
Many of our Baptist workers in the
and long-time pioneer missionary in
state, outside the state, and outside
the West, reminds us that their conthe U. S. will agree with Mrs. Betty Whittribution is not limited to our state:
11
low from Hong Kong, as she says, "I
Arkansas Baptists, through Ouachita
am thankful for Cooperative Program
provided much of the leadership i~
funds given to the support of Christian
establishing the California Southern
colleges within ,our state. At Ouachita,
Baptist work. At present there are at
while I attended, I was particularly imleast one hundred pastors; the execupressed by some fine Christian faculty
tive secretary, and president of our
members. There I felt and responded
college, as well as many laymen. Withto God's call to mission service."
out your help it would have been hard
Many others also have found in our
to iiT)agine its being what it is today ...
Baptist schools information about the
In a recent meeting in Nevada, where I
serve, there were five graduates of this
great needs of the world and have
found, as did Mrs. Whitlow, an environ~
great institution. So you were there,
ment in which they could respond to
Arkansas Baptists! Thank you for conthese needs and prepare themselves
tinuing to share."
It is easy to \ee that through Christo help meet them.
Pastors; educators, medical doctors, . tian education our Cooperative Program gifts. reach much farther than we
.l<lwyers and many others would agree
with jerry Schleiff from Rhodesia wl)en
sometimes think and have more lasting
he says, "Ouachita has meant much to
results than we will ever know. - Gilme. The ministry of such men as G. T.
bert A. Nichols, Missionary to Paraguay,
Blackmon and R. C. Dailey, plus the
representing the Stewardship-Cooperavaluable friendships which seem to
tive Program Department

'

The Thanksgiving·love offering is important
1. It provides 33% of our financial
support.
·
2. The cost of living continues to
rise.
3. The cost of good child care is
increasing.
4. Children who need help must
be given a chance in life.
5. Problems ·of children are more
complex - hence, more specialized care is necessary.
6. This is a direct mission opportunity.

Thank the Lord for -~hildren Arkansas Baptist
Home for Children
Page 20

100°/o participation
Arkansas Baptist family
and Child Care Services
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The strong and the weak Christian

lntemational
Nov. 18, 1973
Romans 14:1-4
I Corinthians 8:7-13

By Anton C. Uth Sr.
Immanuel Church, Pine Bluff

Much has been sisted on figs and nuts for their pie.ty.
said in the recent
(2) Jewish Christians in Rome had
decades concerning · scruples about eating common, unthe survival of the clean or food prepared by Gentiles.
fittest. Given as a (3) The meat was as in Corinth, sacriprinciple of wildlife, fices to an idol. Irrespective of interpreit is also erroneously tation, the basic problem remains the
applied to the hu- same. Some Christians ate the meat at
man race. In the liberty; others abstained. Therefore a
language ofthe for- serious co.nflict developed.
est, the strong and
Paul begins chapter 14 by admonishhealthy devour the ing the reception of a weak brother.
Uth
weak and sickly; but (v. 1) The strong looking after the weak.
not so among men. Man has a God "Weak" refers to an immature or . notgiven ethic of responsibility for others. yet-grown Christian. His spiritual diet
This innate • responsibility was chal- may be limited to "milk of the word."
lenged as Cain responded to God, "Am He has not grown .or is not grown as
I my brother's keeper?" (Gen . 4:9) In others and needs help. He may be a
the concept of Christ, a man is his broth- brand ·new Christian. How many novices
in the lord have been stabilized by
er's brother.
The responsibility for others is height- mature children of God while others
ened as a man becomes a child of God. have not been able to handle the cunPaul has discussed the Christian's re- ningness of the devil and have beeri
sponsibility in the area of lost people. damaged for life. Paul wishes the
He intimated that Christians have a "weak" brother to be taken in brotherly
debt to the world - preach the gospel fellowship but not into criticism. (v. 1)
- and should not be .ashamed in ful- He needs help not hindrances.
The weak brother is defined in verse
filling this purpose. He t~;~rns his attention to the response to Christian broth- 2. The stable, strong Christian eats all
things; the weak brother eats only
ers.
The unit theme involves identifying vegetables. Every person is not alike in
and cultivating virtues that create har- actions and thoughts. Nor every man
mony and usefulness. We have ex- knows (I Corinthians 8:7) that the quesamined passages about the victorious tion about the eating is needless and
life. These have been practical lessons superflupus. Now the eating of the
about living. Today's lesson is no dif- meat doesn't make the Christian better
ferent. A Christian has responsibi lity nor does the abstaining make him .
worse. The problem - a Christian eats
·
for his fellow Christian.
the meat and thinks and believes he
has defiled his body and sin.ned against
The problem
God.
(Romans 14:1-2; I Corinthians 8:7-8) .
In the letters to the Romans and
Pattern of immaturity
Corinthians, Paul is writing to relatively
(Romans 14:3-4)
new Christians who had been won to
The
danger
of extremes confronts
Christ out of paganism. As these were
both Christians - the weak and the
won and became a part of God's moving
strong. Both can demonstrate immaatmy, some left all pagan practices;
turity. Paul warns the one who eats
others brought over some of these pracnot to despise the other. Conversely,
tices intq t he church life. One pagan
the one· ~ho eats not must not look
influence was eating of meat offered
to pagan idols and gods. Some of the down on the one who eats. God has
early Christians ate the meat without · received them both (v. 3)
Paul uses an analogy to press his
any consideration of the idol; others
point.
One Christian does not own
feared the eating and therefore abstained from meat eating only herbs. . another. God owns him. Therefore
(v. 2) In the Roman 14 passage, Paul one Christian will not be ordering an~
does not mention idols; however idols other just as one man will not order
are mentioned in I Corinthians 8:7. another ma.n's .servants. Because the
Several suggestions have been made
The Outlines of the International Bible lesson for
by commentators about the Roman
Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrishted
problem of eating meat: (1) certain Christian
by the International Council of Rellglou1 Education.
Jewish priests imprisoned in Rome sub- Used by permission.
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servant is responsible to his master.
(v.4)

lhose Christians who have drawn up
a compact list of do's and don'ts for
all other Christians and who work diligently to press others .into their molds
should take note. Paul asks, "Who (!re
you who judges?" Actually, a warning .
is sounded - both the one who eats
and the one who abstains are accountable to God. (v. 4)

Perfected response
Corinthians 8:9-12)

(I

Maturity reigns as the stronger Christian "takes heed" of his brother. Christ
has set us free but this "liberty" must
never be allowed to become deterrent
or discouraging factor to another. In
Christ there. is no legalism. He has
broken all bands. But if a Christian's
freedom causes an obstacle for another
Christian, the freedom is being misused. (v, 9)
(I

Conclusion
Corinthians 8:13)

What is the ultimate decision to be
made by the strong Christiqn? Put his
brother. first in matters of decision. Be
willing to take any step for his brother.
Be ready to give up any activity or attitude to help his brother. Paul ate meat.
But he was to declare that as long as
this world stood, he would eat no meat
at all. (v. 13)
·
Is the "giving up of meat" a sacrifice?
Paul saw it as a· sacred privilege - a
privilege to help his brother. How many
churches could be strengthened by
practicing this concept? How many
homes could. be reunited by applying
Paul's principle?
.
The seriousness of this lesson involves
the Christian's influence. He is vitally
and totally responsible for what he does
and for what he causes his brother to
do.
Therefore, watch your step; somebody else is.

CAUTION •.• .
COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM
DOLLARS
AT WORK!

(
I
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Sunday School lesson~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Following Jesus' example in witnessing

Life and Work
Nov. 18, 1973
John 1 :29-51

By Dr. Bill Bruster
First Church, Siloam Spring5

This is the second
lesson in the unit
"Why Should I Witness"? The first les~
son suggested we
should witness because of the call of
Jesus to witness. In
this lesson we see
we should witness
because of the example of Jesus.
Bruster
There are four examples in this passage that we would
do well to emu late in our attempts to
witness for Christ.
See the good in men (v. 43-51)
The fourth day of our Lord's ministry
he found Philip and challenged him to
become a disciple. Philip accepted the
challenge. Jesus' witness to Philip was
simply, "follow me" (v. 43). Philip then
became a witness. He found his friend
Nathanael and brought him to Jesus.
Nathanael was a contemptuous fellow. There was nothing in the Old Testament which foretold that God's chosen
one should come ftom Nazareth. Nazareth was a quite undistinguished place.
Nathanael hi.mself came from Cana, a
neighboring Galilean town, and jealousy between rural villages was quite
notorious. Philip told Nathanael he
had found the Messiah and the Messiah
was from Nazareth. Nathanael's reaction was quite natural. He asked the
question, "Can any good thing come
out of Nazareth?" (v. 46)
Philip did the wise thing, he refused
to argue with Nathanael. He simply
invited his friend to come and see jesus
and make up his own mind. You cannot
argue anyone into the Kingdom, you
may simply invite them;
Jesus saw the good in Nathanael. He
greeted Nathanael by saying, "Behold,
an Israelite indeed, in whom there is
no guile" (v. 47). That was a tribute any
devout Israelite would recognize and
be honored by. But Nathanael was surprised that anyone could render a verdiet like that upon so .short an acquaint~
ance. He demanded how Jesus could
possibly know him that well (v. 48).
The Lord told Nathanael He had already seen him under the fig tree. In
Jewish thought the fig tree always stood
for peace. Their idea of peace was when
a man could be undisturbed under his
own vine and his own fig tree. Still
further, the fig tree was leafy and shady,
and it was the custom to sit and medi tate under the protection of its branch-
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es. No doubt that was what Nathanael
had been doing. jesus knew of
Nathanael's devotion and complimented him for that rather than condemning him for his sin.
Look for the potential in men
(v. 40-42)
The day before iesus met Philip He
encountered Andrew. Andrew was a
great deal like Philip. Andrew was always bringing people to Jesus. The three
most prominent accounts of Andrew
find him bringing his brother to Jesus,
bringing a lad with bread and fish to
jesus, and bringing the Greeks to Jesus.
Andrew was a man who had the ·humiiity to be able to live in the shadow of
others. His ego did not require the spot
light.
When jesus saw Simon he said, "Thou
art Simbn the son of )ona : thou shalt
be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, "a stone" (v. 42). Jesus changed
Simon's name. In the Old Testament a
change of name often denoted a new
relationship with Go& Jacob's name
was changed to Israel and Abram to
Abraham. The name change was indicative of the fact that Peter had a new
relationship with God now that he had
met Christ.
When we see people we should not
only accept them for the good qualities
which they possess but we must also
see the potential that each- man has.
We should ·see each individual as one
who has abilities whose absence makes
the Kingdom of God incomplete.
Invite men to a closer look at Christ· ·
(v. 37-39)
John the Baptist had been preparing
the way for Christ. He even prepared
his own disciples to follow Jesus. The
day after our Lord's baptism two of
John's disciples decided to follow Jesus.
Christ saw them following and asked,
"What seek ye?" (v. 38). jesus appreached them. He met them half way.
He made things easier for them. Here
we have an examp le of Divine in itiative.
It is always God who takes the first step.
When the human mind begins to seek
God and the human heart begins to
hunger for God, God comes to meet us
more than half way.
·
But the question "What seek ye?"
also gives us another insight into Jesus
as a witness. It is the most fundamental
question in life. It was a basic question
This lesson trutment Is hued on the Life and Work
Curriculum for Southern B<~pllst Churches, copyrlsht
by The Sunday !M:hool Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. All rlshts reserved. Used by permission.

to determine real interest. Some men
follow Jesus in search of security. Others fol.low Jesus in search of power,
prominence, prestige, or some kind of
peact:!. Jesus wanted to 'know why they
were really following him.
These two disciples . answered His
question with a question. They asked,
"Where do you live?" (v. 38). But notice
how they addressed Him before asking
Him that question. They called Him
Rabbi (v. 38). It was a title of respect
given by students and seekers after
knowledge to their teachers and to
wise men. After addressing Him as
Rabbi they asked where he lived. It
was not mere curiosity that made them
ask the questioq. They meant that they
did not wish only to speak to Him on
the road, in passing, but desired a longer interview with Him. They may not
have known why they were following
Jesus. But they did want to know more
about Him . So Jesus responded to them,
"Come and see" (v. 39). Jesus did not
force Himself upon these disciples but
He did invite them to learn more about
Himself.
There are no tracts,. verbal formulas,
or magic tricks that we can use to entice
people to become Christians against
their wills. But we can invite them to
learn more and more about Jesus until
they love Him enough to commit their
lives to Him.
Invite men to open commitment
(v. 29-36)
Jesus began His public ministry by
coming to John for baptism. Jesus may
have taken that step to affirm the ministry of John the Baptist. Jesus might
have been baptized as a commitment
unto death. He may have been baptized
as an example for us .. But it is possible
that Jesus was baptized for the above
reasons and another. He may have been
. baptized in order to give John the opportunity to make a public profession
of his faith in Jesus as the Messiah.
fes·us came to John the Baptist and
John said, "Behold · the Lamb of God"
(v. 29). John may have been thinking
of the Passover Lamb. The Passover
Feast was not very .far away (John 2:13).
The old story of the Passover was that
it was the blood of the slain lamb which
protected the houses of the Israelites
on the night when the Angel of Death
walked through Egypt.
The prophets Jeremiah (11 :19) and
Isaiah (53) spoke of a lamb who would
redeem his people by his sufferings
·(Continued on page 23)
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Life and Work lesson
(Continued from page 22)
and sacrifice. John may well have had
this concept in mind.
Whatever picture you think John
had in mind; one fact remains. Jesus
gave john the opportunity to make a
public profession of his faith. If we are
to witness like. jesus did, then we must
see the good in people, look for their
potential, invite them to learn of Christ,
and give them an opportunity to make
a public profession of their faith in Him.

Puff the magic clown
Magic shows for all ages
$40 plus travel
(SO 1l 767 -320~ (Hot Springs)

Custodian Needed
West Little Rock church
Full or part-time
Call: 663-8303

GREAT
FOR

Nor.4,1973

Smoke signals never got an Indian out
of bed at 3 in the morning to answer a
wrong number.

* * *

Let's hope the oil indus_try keeps
barreling along!

* * *

The trouble with today's individualists
is that they are getting harder ;:tnd
harder to tell apart. -Typo Graphic.

* * *

Entertainment
for Church groups

Attendance report

Asmile or two

"I'm· not saying she's old Social Security number is 6!"
·*

*

but her

*

One thing about losing weight : You
are not as .big a fool as you used to be.

* * *

Anti-litter campaigns do have their
effect. More and more people now look
around to see if anybody's watching
before they throw ·down a wrapper." LANE OLINGHOUSE.

* * *
There are many complaints about
the weather, but not so many as there
would be if the government regulated
it instead of predicting it.

Clean used church buses

J & M Motors
Hwy. 65, South
Conway, Ark.
329-6634 or 329-5135

Young

Amerlc~

Sings

Presents

A Musical Cruise
to the Holy Land
Th~

first practical alternative ever offered to
the hazards of tar and nicotine.
Now you can either

REDUCE THE
HAZARD BY OVER 90%
or kick.the habit in five easy stages.
A medically devised program that's meant
better health for thousands.
Anything that is harmful to the body is a sin.
MD's Smoker's Kit may be purchased for
$10 plus sales tax.
Send M. 0. please, to:

Jewel Hlldeshelm
1423 Marlyn Dr., Little Rock, Ark. 72205

November 15, 1973

January 14-22
. 1974
Mrs. Sue Mitz
Concerts Aboard Ship

"CELEBRATE LIFE"
To Be Presented In Major Halls In Beirut,
•
Nazareth, and Jerusalem
$799 Adults
$849 Students
College credit available In History, Political
Science, Religion and Economics from
Dallas Baptist College
$25 Deposit Guarantees Reservation
Write For Brochure:
Young America Sings
P. 0. Box 4103
Dallas, Tex. 75208
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Alma, First
AlJN!na
Alexander, First
Beirne, First
Bentonville, First

Berryville
First
Rock Springs
Blytheville, Gosnell
Booneville, First
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Caledonia
· Cherokee Village, First
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Concord, First
Conway, Second
Crossett
First
Magnolia
Mt, Oiive
Dermott, Temple
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Ft. Smith
First
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Greenwood, First
Hampton, First
Hardy, First
Harrison
Eagle Heights
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Helena, first
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Calvary
First
Hot Springs
Grand Avenue
leonard Street
Park Place
Hughe.s, First
Jacksonville
First
Marshall Road
Johnson
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Jonesboro
Central
Nettleton
Lake Village, Parkway
lavaca, First
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Little Rock
Cross Road
Crystal Hill
Geyer Springs
Life line
Martindale
Sunset Lane
Woodlawn
Magnolia, Central
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Monticello
Fi"t
Second
Mount;:t.in Home, First
Nolth Lit,tle Rock
Baring Cross
Calvary
Park Hill
Runyan
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Paragould
Calvary
First
Paris, First
Pine Bluff
Centennial
"EastSide
First
Green Meadows
Second
Prairie Crave
Rogers, First
Russellville
First
Second
Saddle
Sheridan, First
Springdale
Berry Street
Caudle Avenue
Elmdale
First
OakCrove
Van ~uren
First
Mission
Warren
Immanuel
West Side
West Helena
Second
w:Memphis, Vanderbilt Ave.
Wooster, First
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. 35
367
33
75

36

Church
Tr•inlns
30
102
78
46
22

265
186
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228
187
42
43
52
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302
544
230
395

159
167
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195
144
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736
180
66
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156
103
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14
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24
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380
110
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1

288
55
61

6

88
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83
42

260
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131

102
116
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192

189
93
112
57
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280
59
51

92
104
43
21

421
268
58
299
15S

30

326

74

186
571
486
92

162
98
551

126
272
262
341

475
330
582

72
257

,"-

4

3

69
101
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129
54
89
45
210
76

3
11·

84
112
124

2

1
3

4

154
152
167
39
103

65
117

600

2

75

140

188

21

4

157
137

63
150

4
2

4

189
504
352

2"17
583

6

167
110
184
59
76

122

625
105

2

73
67
82

286
83

390
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90

139

39
56
86
123

2

392

54

56
239

23
91

106

47
41
96

120
330
933
76
491
32

28

177

258

68

71
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130
109

100
94
56
90

"I1

Page 23

- - - - - - - - - - - -- --

Southern Baptist datelines
Sout~ern Baptists urge integrity
for government officials in U.S.
WASHINGTON (BP) - "Southern
Baptists are deeply concerned · with
Biblical morality and we desire to see
this morality embodied in those who
le.ad our nation," declared Owen·
Cooper, president of the Southern
Baptist Convention, . at a fellowship
breakfast here for Baptist Congressmen.
Thirteen Ba.ptist congressmen and
representatives of two other Baptist
legislators were among those attending
the breakfast, which centered on the
theme, "Focus on Integrity." It was
sponsored by the Christian life Commission, the Southern Baptist social
action agency.
C. Welton Gaddy of the commission
staff, who led the congressmen in a
"Prayer of Integrity," said, "Our trust
~as been ruptured by double-talk and
immoral behavior. on .the part of persons in high echelons of government,
our minds are troubled by a tumult of
CJises, our wills are frustrated as we
vacillate between a sense of importance as citizens and a sense· of futility.
"We pray," tie said, "that leaders in
this room !)'lay be among those in .this
93rd Congress who by moral leadership secure once again the shaking
foundations of this democracy."
The Southern Baptist president said
that "because of recent tragic events,
public distrust of governmental leadership and cynicism regarding the
political process have increased."
Cooper expressed gratitude that,
in spite of the continuing scandals
in government, "there are so many

HMB has created
two new staff positions
ATLANTA (BP) - The Southern Baptist Home Mission Board has named
Toby Druin of Raleigh, N. C., and lyndon W. Collings of Gary, lnd., .to newly
created positions. ·
Druin, associate editor of North
Carolina's Biblical Recorder since 1966,
will become editor of the mission agency's news service, Dec. 1. Collings, superintendent of missions for Northwest
.Indiana Association, was elected assistant secretary of the department of
church extension, effective Nov. 15.
The board also named Mrs, Katherine
G. Roberson, a systems analyst from
Fairfax, Ala., to direct the agency's office personnel. She succeeds Mrs. Evelyn Worley who retires in January.

phasized that morality is· the same for
Christians wherever they happen to be.
Whether people are in the back·
woods of the country or in highly
sophisticated areas ·or in Congress,
Southern Baptist senators and con- "people ate people and being a
gressmen as well as other outstanding
Christian is just being a Christian
Christian leaders in the United States · wherever you are," Sherman said.
Sherman then outlined the ethics
government."
Referring to the Southern Baptist that, he said, "all Americans need to
constituency, Cooper told the con- see and a large majority of Americans
gressmen, "We ar~ . a people who
want to see embodied in their governquick ly grow impatient with anyone
mental leaders."
.
who attempts to use the processes
"We are to love God," he said. "we
of government for personal gain, to are to place our loyalty to Him above
deceive voters or violate basic perso'na l all other loyalties. We are to live simply,
rights and liberties given to u~ by for the clutter of mar:Jy things will
almighty God and guaranteed for us by corrupt us. We are to tell the truth. We
the Constitution."
are to honor our families. We are to live
In spite of Watergate and related· temperate lives. We are to love our
scandals, Cooper said Baptists "still
neighbors as we love ourselves. We are
belieye in this government's ability to 'bear one another's burdens.' These·
to function effectively and justly. We are the great ideas of the Christian
want to encourage the citizens who ethic."
attend our churches not to withdraw
Gaddy, director of Christian citizenbut to involve themselves even more ship development for the Christian life
meaningfully in the political process." Commission, organized the .breakfast
Of 52 members of Congress who are which took place in the private dining
Baptists, 26 had indicated plans to atroom for Congressmen in the United
tend the fellowship breakfast, but at the States Capitol.
,
last minute congressional duties preRep . William jennings Bryan Dorn
vented several from attending. Two
(D-S. C.) and Rep . .Richard H. .Fulton
former members of Cpngress, a
(D-Tenn.) were instrumental in making
Methodist Congressman and 25 Baptist arrangements and in contacting their
leaders from various parts of the fellow congressmen.
country also attended.
Others on the program were former
· Christian life Commission Executive Congressman
Brooks Hays,
Rep.
Secretary Foy Valentine said the James M. Collins (R-Tex.), and Alma
primary purpose of .the breakfast was
Hunt, executive secretary of Woman's
for "fellowship and affirmative·support"
Missionary Union, auxiliary to the
of those in Congress who struggle to Southern Baptist Convention.
maintain integrity in public life.
Cecil E. Sherman, pastor of the First
Church, Asheville, N.C., and chairman
of the Christian life Commission, em-

Druin, 38, worked eight years with
daily newspapers in Texas, including
papers . in Amarillo, Borger, Wichita
Falls and Waco, before earning a journalism degree from Baylor University,
Waco, and serving with the school's
public relations office.
Collings, whose new responsibilities
extend from the Great lakes to Florida,
has been a superintendent of missions
in Indiana since 1969. He has held pastorates in Kentucky and Indiana.
The Normandy, Ky., native is a graduate of Georgetown (Ky.) College and
Southern Seminary at louisville. He is
50.
Druin, the first HMB staffer with exclusive news responsibilities, joins an
editorial department of journalists who ·
produce the agency's magazine, Home
Missions, and missiol) study books, as
well as the news service . .

