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’ t was a small campus, tucked away in a quiet country cove. On
the basis of physical stature alone, Quachita could have re-

mained virtually unknown. Yet, there was an undefinable spint
present,

In defiance of what “could have been,” students, organiza-
tions, faculty members and administrators worked to bring “the
little Baptist school” to the tops of the academic, sports and social
ladders. Many achievements rivaled those of larger universities
with their sprawling campuses and huge student bodies.

Reaching the pinnacle of perfection in just one category would
have been enough. But, in justa seven-month period, from April to
October 79, OBU and her representatives claimed top honors in
pageants, sports and entertainment,

April was a particularly good month. Tiger Traks weekend, the
annual Ouachita Student Foundation (OSF) extravaganza, drew a
record 6,500-plus crowd.

The efforts of OSF members raised
eight $500 s 3

year the
commitment to excellence is demonstrated by
¢ Man."” (top left): the Gil Eagles
Miss OBU (bot
by El Dorad
i Blake Dunn (bot

Students, faculty and administrators worked to
" bring the “little Baptist school” to the tops of
e a & & & the academic, athletic and social ladders
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not a small world-

Musicals, talent shows, recording artists and even
hypnotists provided unending entertainment
opportunities rivaled by few other campuses

Pop artist B, ]. Thomas performs
“golden oldies” and more con-
temparary Christian hits in &
S.ELF. concert at Mitchell Au-
ditorium

Rick Briscoe, Jerry Wilson and
Tim Blake scream at the antics of
students hypnotized by renowned
speaker and hypnotist Gil Eagles.

(Cont. from page 9)
(OSF) extravaganza, drew a record
6,500-plus crowd.

The efforts of OSF members
raised an unprecedented eighty-
eight $500 scholarships, exceeding
their original goal of seventy-five.
Thirty-one of those scholarships
were awarded to deserving juniors
and seniors, and the rest were
placed in an endowment fund to be
used for future scholarships. Dr.
Grant touted OSF as “the finest stu-
dent organization in the nation.”

April was also the month of “The
Music Man.” Meredith Willson's
hit Broadway musical was pre-
sented in conjunction with Tiger
Traks. Students and faculty mem-
bers involved approached the proj-
ect with the idea of “doing it right.”
Dr. Wright, professor of music and
musical director of the play, typi-
fied that attitude. “First of all,” he
stated, ““we are out to put on a first-
class professional performance
using college students.”

The production employed the use
of an 1B-piece orchestra and cos-
tumes from New York. The results
were sell-out crowds and thunder-
ous applause.

Later, during the summer
months, student activity was, of

course, somewhat curta
ever, while some were
summer classes, the ca
hardly deserted.

During the first wee
Ouachita hosted 1159
Girls State delegates. Ir
over 200 adults and yo
attended music worksho
pus.

Ower 300 boys and gir
volved in basketball ¢
cheerleader workshops

An unusual group |
Scouts from 23 states
Taiwan gathered here for
of training to become 2.4
tally retarded girls.

Further, almost 300 §
newspaper and yearl
members met for the j
workshop. An addit
youngsters were involve
pus with the Baptist Ju
camp. It was a full bill i
versity; time spent tou
changing the lives of so
ple from so many places

In preparation for the
demic year, the campu
somewhat of a facelift. [
liams dining hall was als
redecorated during th




In the lead rales of Professor Harold Hill and
Marion, Jim Burleson and Susan Goss sing the
hit “Madame Librarian” from the spring mu-
sical.

A former student, James McCulley, portrays the
neurotic Mayor of River City in the “Music Man,”
performed in conjunction with Tiger Traks
Weekend 79,

counters” in the September
Freshman Talent Show.

not a small world/11



The Ouachi-Tones, led by Mary
Shambarger, gather 1o practice
music and routines in preparation
for their summer concert tour of
the British lsles

As » fund-ralsing activity Fi
Kappa Zeta members, Suzanne
Campbell and Susan Morgan pitch
in at the club’s car waah

Gary Corker mans the sophomore Pipunch
table collecting votes to determine what ad-
ministrator or faculty member would get a
ple-in-the-face — Dr. Grant won the honor.

Students and area residents alike attended Ihe
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Small things, like campus beautification and
dormitory televisions combined with big
events like Tiger Traks and Miss OBU made
student life anything but mundane

(Cant. trom page 10}

months, producing a more pleas-
ant, intimate atmosphere to wel-
come students back.

Several of the dorm lobbies were
carpeted and fumnished with new
couches, chairs and tables.

Student Senate members worked
to ensure color television sets for
each dorm would be purchased and
ready for use early in the fall.

Groups of students began to
gather in the new lobbies to watch
favorite programs together, cheer
the Arkansas Razorbacks and boo
Texas or just to talk.

All the improvements gave
OBU-ers a more beautiful univer-
sity and a source of greater pride.

The campus wasn't the only beau-
ty-based pride for the school how-
ever. Many were involved or inter-
ested in one or all of three beauty
pageants.

The Miss OBU pageant and the
Quachitonian Beauty pageant were
both sponsored by campus organi-
zations. Spectacular pageants in
their own rights, top contestants in
the two, more often than not, went
on to distinguish themselves in the
state wide Miss Arkansas competi-
tion.

In 1979, four of forty-eight Miss
Arkansas contestants were Oua-

chita students!

Miss OBU, Jane Chu, won a total
of $1700 in scholarship awards as
the outstanding Miss Arkansas tal-
ent winner and was the second
runner-up in the overall pageant.
Paula Woodall, a graduate student
of OBU, was third runner-up in the
competition. Gaila Woodall, a jun-
ior and the sister of Paula, and
Laura Harrell, a sophomore, also
gave cause for pardonable pride.

They were joined by last year's
Miss Arkansas and former OBU
student, Naylene Vuurens.

In October, competition was
tight, but sophomore Janith Justice
was the winner of the 1979-80 Oua-
chitonian Beauty Pageant.

Entertainment was a big part of
student life. Professional perfor-
mances, as well as student partici-
pant performances were as good as
that found on many other cam-
puses.

The Student Entertainment and
Lecture Fund (SELF) provided stu-
dents with many top-name acts.

B. J. Thomas was one of the big-
gest names on campus. His career
has spanned over a fifteen year
period beginning as a teen idol in
the 60's to a renowned pop and

{Conl. page 14)

Experiencing lhe mixed joy and
sadness of graduation, Melody
Williams embraces a friend for
perhaps the last time.

Enjoying a quiet break from study, Perry
Hem and Linda Rowin relax on campus with
their friend “Beowull,”

Junior Beta Beta member, Jim Walker, enjoys
the warmth and water of an Arkansas summer
during the dub’s float trip down the Caddo
River.

not a small world/13




Yet another in a long line of net-
ters” “Mexican Connection,” Gus
Palafox sets up a retumn volley on
the court.

With the Rho Sigma viclory hoop
in the background, cheerleader

Laura Couch leads the crowd in
cheering the Tigers onfield

14/5tudent Life

not a small world-

Entertainment events truly abounded with SELF concerts, l1iger 1unes
and Saturday afternoon football — even freshman initiation was fun!

Cont. from page 13)

Christian star today.

Gil Eagles, “the world’s fastest
hypnotist” and respected psychic
astounded a packed house in Au-
gust, In his show, Eagles success-
fully hypnotized thirteen students
at one time and convinced them to
act out contrived situations ranging
from a western shoot-out to win-
ning the Miss America contest.

Other performers included con-
temporary recording star Steve
Camp, Grammy award winner Tim
Sheppard, the National Opera
Company and many others.

Even when these went away,
Ouachita was never short on talent.
Student efforts provided a great
deal of entertainment.

Campus singers, speakers, writ-
ers and musicians regularly per-
formed in chapel programs.

The many Christian singing
groups were in constant demand for
club and social events.

Sometimes, the efforts of many
were combined to produce plays
such as “Antigone” or “You Can’t
Take It With You.”

A new OSF venture, Tiger Tunes,
was another success story, Clubs or
organizations were invited to per-
form in the first-year campus talent
extravaganza. All entries were
judged during the two-hour show
and cash awards were presented to
the top four entries.

Students further performed dur-
ing pageants or even as warm up
acts for visiting entertainers.

Students continued to support
and take pride in sports events.
Quachita found itself on top again
when, in May, Coach Bill Vining
was presented the AIC All-Sports
Trophy.

The coveted award symbolized
excellence in all sports above the
other AIC schools. Another first for
OBU, this marked the first time a
church related school won the prize
more than once — in 1978 and again
in 1979.

Enthusiasm for sports ran high.

On any crisp Saturday one could
hear “Go Tigers, go” resounding
across the ravine, Clubs were out
backing the Tigers with everything
from Rho Sigma victory hoops and
pealing cowbells to Sigma Alpha
Sigma’s blazing cannon.
Cheerleaders never seemed to
lose faith as they encouraged fans to
shout the players to a win,
Quachita’s band was almost al-
ways on hand to trumpet praise or
drum up a Tiger second effort.
Many students found their voices
frail and throats raw from Satur-
day's screams and shouts,
Upperclassmen could hardly fail
to notice a new spirit emerging on
campus in the form of an active
freshman class. More than any
first-term class in memory, the

freshmen were united in a proud
and strong body.

Seniors first met this new force
during freshman initiation week.

Always before, freshmen tradi-
tionally bowed in humility and awe
to the senior class — not so this
year. When a senior issued an order
he was greeted with a good-natured
freshman cat-call of defiance.

During one initiation session, the
senior class president, “King" Brent
Polk, ordered the frosh class to sup-
ply him with an appropriate Queen
to reign with him. Instead, the
freshmen offered him four harem
girls with noticeably hairy legs and
looking suspiciously like four
freshman males.

The same freshman class man-
aged to kidnap King Polk twice dur-
ing initiation week and ceremoni-
ously return him to Mitchell Hall
during freshman trials at Kangaroo
Court.

The new class displayed another
side too — a more serious, spiritual
side.

Many of the new students seemed
more vocal and adamant about their
Christianity than many before
them. This devotion was reflected
in higher Noonday attendances.

(Cont. page 16)

Keeping alive 2 Red Shin tradition, member
Tim Taylor rings the cowbell during a home
stand football game,




Long, hard hours running rough terrain pre-
pares thin-cladders Ken Burt and for AIC

cross-country meets.

QOutfitted in new summer uni-
forms the OBU Band rallies the
crowd after a Tiger touchdown.

Long, hard hours running rough
terrain thin-cdladders Ken
Burt and for AIC cross-country
meets,

Literally “behind the tvam,” Steve
Patterson and President, Dr.
Daniel Grant, cheer the football
Tigers onto the field.

RILEY LIBRAR'
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not a small world

Enthusiasm was great and ambitions high. Plans were announced for the large
building program ever and the biggest graduation gift ever received was propos

S -

Headed by seniors Mike Buster
and Neal Blackbum, freshmen re-
turn the kidnapped senior class
president, Brent Polk, during
Kangaroo Court proceedings in
Mitchell Hall.

Seniors Neal Blackbum and Brent
Polk try to ward off the overzeal-
ous efforts of freshmen girls or-
dered to apologize to Polk by
“Judge” Jim Berryman,

Kangaroo Court judges provide an
embarrassing sentence for frewh-
man Don Brown, accused of
"gross irreverence’” to seniors dur-
ing freshman initiation week.

(Comt. from page W)

More so than ever before,
became involved with
clubs and musical group:

Even student governn
paigns reflected this dee)
ual commitment. More
freshman office-seeker br
self as the “Christian Ca

This spirit was conb
many upperclassmen fou
selves spurred on to d
volvement by this sur
spirit.

A senior class book s
over $300 for library o
readers. Some seniors the
their 525 dorm deposit
month until the 1985 rea
hoped to raise $10,000 :
mine its use at that reun

Almost in defiance ©
doomsday accolades pre
demise of church-relats
universities, Ouachita co
grow. This year's on-a
rollment was the largest
tory.

In the wake of this new

continued growth,

Perched stop his tiger Gaooe
Polk issues his mamdates o ba
and keep off the grass and 5=
freshman claes during one it

Accased of telling a senior gi
“only a woman,” freshman M
shown just how easy itisto b
seniors Rosalind McClanat
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Fierce competition typifies football be-
tween the social clubs. David Humphrey
of the SAS team barely managed to snatch
the flag of Beta team member Scott Duvall.
Humphrey was selected to the All-Star
team.

Senior quarterback “T. Lee” led BASS’
team to a second place finish behind the
Texas Longhorns. Lee was selected to the
All-Star team.

The most popular intramural sport for
women is football. It draws the largest
amount of teams. For most girls, in-
tramural football is the first time for them
to play the game.

Intramurals/203






































































BY Tim Taylor
w hen Mike Roberts
ran, it waan't the

usual six or eight turns
around the block — which
is the best most people can
do — it was 25 miles a day,
and he enjoyed every
minute of it.

Roberts, an accounting
instructor, was a long dis-
tance runner. A native
Atlantan,

Roberts had to fight
severe bouts with chronic
tendonitis and, for the past
year and a half, had been
running with a tumor
between the toes of his right
foot. He had undergone
cortisone treatments for the
tumor for a year, but doctors
say that if it should worsen,
he would have to have

surgery to remove the tumar.

Roberts’ training schedule
included running at 6 a.m.

Twice around the block
. . . several times

he began running in high
school on one of the schools
track teams, and he's been
running ever since.

“The Jongest stretch
where | didnt run was in
the fall of ‘69 when 1 fell and
broke my left leg,”” he said,
] spent three months flat
on my back, but as soon as |
was off the crutches, 1
started running again. Of
course, ! had to go through
therapy, lifting weights and
whirlpoal treatments.”

After attending
Ogelthorpe University for a
year, where he was number
one man on its cross country
team, Roberts transferred to
the University of Georgia,
where he received an
undergraduate degree in
accounting and later went
on to earn his master’s.

Even thoush still in school
he was running in races and
marathons all over the
South, In 1976, Roberts ran
in the National AAU
Marathon Championship in
Cowley, Louisiana, where
he finished 24th in a field of
nearly 600.

His best marathon time
was last year at the
Tennessee First National
Bank Marathon, where he
tied two others for first with
a time of two hours, 34
minutes and 8 seconds.

His most recent win was
the Festival of Two Rivers
Race here, a 4.75 mile run,
which he won despite stiff
competition fmm U and

Ty P S K

before school and after
classes in the evening, He
vsually managed about six
miles in the morning,
saving the hardest workout
for nights.

On Saturdays, Roberts
participated in any race
scheduled in the area,
saving Sunday for his
biggest workout, running
up to 20 miles in the
morning and five or more in
the afternoon. Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons were
reserved for hill running,
pacing himself throuh the
winding paths of
Arkadelphia.

“There are two of
running: aerobic, mh
means with exygen and
anaerobic, without oxygen,”
he explained. “Running hilis
builds up your anaerobic
capacity, strengthens your
legs and thigh muscles. The
downhills help increase your
leg speed.”

Did Roberts sometimes
think of giving up the tiring
and painful practice of
long-distance running?
“There’s not a week that
went by that at least once |
don’t think about quitting,"
he said.

“But that feeling always
left me once | got outside
and started to run. It's like
any other skill, playing the
piano, typewriting — it's a
matter of consis — you
have to do it every day. If 1
were to quit for one week, it
would set me back three

P T P |
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Roberts recommended
running for people of all
as an to other
sports. “You don’t have to
wait for a court or wait for
peo to get off the green.
running, you get the
mmlmuluinlhelhonest
period of time. I don’t think
hpsydwlosialiy
ndudtnmn, but
lhoulddommmﬁ
exercise,”’

A IS IR L TR IR T R

form of escape, an ou
pressure that has buil
“There is a sort of
satisfaction I get from
sport, it's just like an
hobby. Just like some
people collect stamps,
to run. It keeps me

f L .o_tsbv.."




By Rex Nelson

' h, the joys of
covering small
e football. 1 pity those
souls who must cover
ajor college teams. For
it is a flight on a jet, 2
at the fanciest
irant in the city on the
any expense account, a
n the press box for a
witnessed by 70,000
hen a flight back home
e jet . . . how boring!!
those of us who were
familiar with the Elon
ing Christians than the
son Tide of Alabama
vho knew more about
AlA than the NCAA,
were special treats.
ce Ouachita was
d 12th in the nation at
soint in the season and
eastern Oklahoma
University always had
f the top passing
s in the nation, |
etho go t:;‘dl)umt to
e Tigers the
es do battle,
tead of a boring jet
, we rode at 10 miles
pur behind log trucks

while seeing places such as
Amity, Alpine, Kirby,
DeQueen and finally
Frogville, Oklahoma and the
Muddy Boggy Creek. And
what major airline would
have served as fine a lunch
as the one we had at the
Kirby Restaurant?

What major writer would
get to go to Durant, which
proudly proclaims itself as
the home of the world’s
largest peanut? Let it be
known that Ouachita Sports
Information Director Mac
Sisson, a photographer, two
stat men and m
followed the signs directing
us to the big goober but
never found it, Maybe
someone ate the thing. In
most places when you say
peanut, they think of Jimmy
Carter. In Oklahoma, they
think of Durant.

I ask you if Orville Henry
ever a e of
foosb?ﬂ‘?:hoﬁ:ﬁm the
kickoff of a game he was
covering, or sat in a press
box that was really a
converted trolley car.

You never know what is
going to happen next in the

NAIA. Like the night of the
game, there were clear skies
outside but rain in the press
box. That was caused when
a large puddle on the roof
began to find its way
through the crack and onto
the head of writers and
radio men,

The game itself was a long
one and we didn't get away
until after 11:00. Following
the gourmet dinner at the

mistake. About 20 miles out
of Durant, the car suddenly
became hol. After a long
inspection, the problem was
found, about an 18 inch
gash in the radiator.

Thus we waited on the
side of the road, as the
coyotes howled, in hopes
that the team bus would
come by. Little did we know
that the team bus didn't
stop in Durant but

The joys of covering small college football

Durant Sonic, which has the
largest onion rings in this
part of the country, we
pulled out for home in the
car of Ouachita
photographer John Crews.

Let it be known at this
point that statisticlan Jeff
David and myself requested
that we stay in a motel for
the evening. But Crews
wanted to get back and
develop his pictures and
continued on to DeQueen
Sisson needed to work on
his stats.

So, off we went . . . It
proved to be a terrible

before stopping for a meal.
We were the only Arkansas
car left in Oklahoma.

A high school boy in a
four wheel drive truck,
which he uses to help his
father raise peanuts,
slo&ped by, filled the car
with enough water to make
it a couple of miles and then
followed us into the small
town of Boswell.

Even though it was well
past midnight, Boswell was
busy since every other place
of business was a beer joint.
Country music and yells
came out through the doors
as the Coors signs flashed in
the windows,

The deputy stationed in
Boswell was a 2
ole boy”". He got a mechanic
out of bed to fix the car.
While that was being done,
the deputy told me about
everything that had
happened in the county over
the past year.

*“This town has the
reputation of being the
meanest in the state,” he
said while not ignoring a
truck which flew by going
down the wrong side of the
road,

At last, the car was fixed
and 1 bid farewell to the
deputy. Our arrival time in
Arkadelphia was shortly
after 7:30 a.m.

And to think that | would
have never had such an
adventure had 1 been
working for the New York
Times, and probably never
known that the Tigers won
the game.

Rex Nelson

Sports Magazine227
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