


















































































































































Escape to ‘Mork and Mindy’, disco, hot air ballocns
makes Jonestown, foreign policy, inflation easier to swallow

Bu. Brenda Woenee

or 1978-79 America lived in a peace tested by challenges

abroad and prosperity covered by inflation at home. Eng-

jand welcomed the first child in history to be conceived
outside the mother's womb; the test tube baby, to squalling life.
After the death of two popes, Rome reached beyond ltaly for a
successor for the first time in 455 years and a hardy Fole became John
Paul I1.

fimmy Carter's presidency was born again after the thirteen days
at Camp David with a design for peace in the Middle East. Problems
still occurred, chiefly resistance from Arab hardliners, but the accord
turned around Carter’s image as a president who couldn’t cope. Also
Carter held an impressive string of victories on foreign and defense
policies that included: the sale of high-performance jet fighters to
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, a ratification of the Panama Canal Treaty
and an abandonment? of the Navy's plans for a fifth nuclear-powered
awrcraft carrier.

In foreign policy, he established normal relations with mainland
China {at the loss of Taiwan) and seemed to have a breakthrough on
strategic arms limitation with the Soviet Union.

Nixon again came out of seclusion in 1978, this time for a visit to
France where he was warmly welcomed by thousands of French
people in the streets of Paris. He also appeared on French television
to answer questions about the infamous Watergate scandal.

The evening of the 1978 elections was met with victory and
tragedy when Bill Clinton became the youngest governor of Arkansas
and lim Ranchine, political science professor and respected political
analyst, died of a massive coronary. OBU’s former professor, Dr. Bill
Elder, was defeated in the fourth congressional district race, after
rinning a good campaign.

The first hot-air balloon ever to cross the Atlantic settled gently in a
French barley field and the excitement shared by its navigators was
history. The three Americans, Ben Abruzzo, Maxie Anderson and
Larrv Newman, had succeeded where seventeen earlier expeditions
failed.

A would be messiah and an emigre California cult leader called
the Reverend Jim fones planned his own parancid apocalypse in the
jungles of Guyana. He first triggered the assassinations of a con-
gressman and four other imagined enemies — and then led his
Peoples Temple followers by persuasion and gunpoint force to drink
from a tub of poison. More than 900 died in the mass suicide.

Another tragedy happened in late 1978 that took the lives of 744
people when a Pacific Southwest Airlines jet collided with a light
plane in mid air over San Diego. It was the worst crash in United
States aviation history.

To add another bizarre eveni to 1973, the biggest cash robbery
everin UJ.5. history occured at the Lufthansa Airlines cargo facility at
New York's Kennedy Airport. Master thieves made off with a record
five million in cash in what was supposed to be the safest airport
cargo facility in the world.

Notonly Americans, but the whole world grieved from the deaths
of these important public figures. The famed Margaret Mead, a
pioneering anthropologist, was known for her valiant defense of the
restless young generation; the classic Tewish mother, Golda Mier, a
Zionist revolutionary who could be bolder and straighter than aman;
Nelsan Rockefeller, one-time governor of New York and former
vice-president under Gerald Ford; Edgar Bergen, who delighted
radio and T.V. audiences for decades when he put wisecracks into
the mouth of Charlie McCarthy and the beloved artist Norman
Rockwell who painted America as it would have liked to have been; a
land of nostalgia sprinkled with freckled kids, wrinkled grown-ups
and kind cops.

For spacy T.V. viewers, there was “Battlestar Gallactica,” a take-
off of "Star Wars' and ""Mork and Mindy”’, a hilarious comedy about

a visitor from outer space. NBC's answer to ABC’s “Roots” of 1977
was the big 1978 T.V. event — the four night telecast of “Holocaust.”
Hut ABC didn’t mind too much because February 1979 brought
“Roots I1."

Disco, that distinctive and dramatic sound that punctuated the
vear was embodied in two figures: John Travolta in “Saturday Night
Fever,"” and Donna Summer, whose albums sold a combined total of
22 million. But it wasn't just music; it was an environment that
turned vou on and pulled you in to experience its fun and your
freedom in it.

The big moevie of the year was the raucous Nalional Lampoon
production of “Animal House™” about fraternity lifein the *b0's, It was
crude and silly and brought a craze of Toga parties. Could panty raids
be far behind?

With challenges abroad. and inflation and tragedy at home,
Americans escaped into the pulsating sound of disco or to the Toga
parties or to the flicks of the future. What better way was there to tune
cut your worries than to tune into Mork, from Qrk? Nanu, Nanu!

Current Eventsi49



By [Gebural Huollew

hrough the world of en-
T tertainment, students often

found a socthing tone, a
catchy beat, a laugh-filled show,
and evena tearful story. A pairof
earphones, a 19 inch screen, and
a well written piece of literature
provided a means of escape from
peers, problems and pressures.

On February 13, students in
chapel were given the opportu-
nity to cast their vote for favor-
itesinthe area of media. Approx-
imately 250 students responded
to the survey.

In the category of television,
about 80 percent of those polled
spent their Thursday nights
watching the little guy from out-
erspace on “Mork and Mindy.”
Although the 30 minute situa-
tion comedies dominated the top
spots, answers ranged from soap
operas to specials such as
“Raots.”

Mellow tunes and hard rock
beats were all included in the top
tunes of the year. Whether it was
the sounds of Barry Manilow, or
the disco chart of Le Roux, most
everyone had what they referred
o as ‘my sone '

ter through “Animal House,”
shed a tear in “The Coodbye
Girl,” and even bite their nails
during “Magic.” Whatever
mood one was in, or wanted to
find, the movie industry pro-
vided a wide range of escape
from the real world.

Whether it was in Pine Bluff,
Little Rock, out of state, or in
Mitchell Hall, the live sounds of
concert music were enjoyed by
many during the year. Through
the Student Entertainment and
Lecture Fund, students could af-
ford a good time and a good con-
cert without leaving the campus.
5.E.L.F. concerts claimed the top
three places in the survey,

There were those times when
the sounds were not satisfying
and all was needed was a good
bock or an entertaining maga-
zine. Both the top spots in the
literature categories were
claimed by pieces that were re-
quired for classroom work.

It was the sights and sounds
that allowed a time for personal
entertainment and enjoyment.
The radio and newspapers told
the natinonal ratines: and <o here

1. Mork & Mindy

2. Eight Is Enough

3. M.A.5.H.

4, Different Strokes

5. Dallas

6. Love Boat

7. Delta House

8. Saturday Night Live
9. Three’s Company

10. Happy Days














































































































































































































































































































