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The Urgency of_a Church Library The �R�~�r�a�l� Priest ol Tomorrow 
By GUY D. MAGEE 

Much could be written on the 
great need and the urgency of a 
church library. As a pastor, I 
have come to believe that a church 
library is one of the greatest as­
sets that any church, even the 
smallest church, can have. Yes, 
every church, from the largest.ln 
the city to the village church and 
the little church in the country, 
needs and can have a well-planned 
library. I have pastored severa1-
country churches, and I think I 
know the need of these churches; 
I covet a good library for each of 
them. 

This is a new day in reading. 
Our people are reading more than 
ever before. We find them visit­
ing the lending libraries at the 
corner drug store, the department 
store, and the news stand. In, 
many cases the books found at 
these places are of such nature 
that they tend to destroy charact­
er and personality rather than 
build it up, A well planned and 
supervised church library can be 
a means of correcting such evils 
as mentioned. Of course, it will 
be necessary to keep the library 
ever before the people, and this 
responsibility rests upon both the 
pastor and the_church librarian. 

Long ago our public schools 
recognized the urgency of libraries 
and installed them. These school 
libraries are gOod-they are more 
than that-they are wonderful. 
Still, in many instances, these are 
not accessible to the adults. More­
over, our young people do not get 
here what they need from a doc­
trinal and a spiritual point .of 
view. The world is offering much 
reading material to attract our 
people and at the same time de­
•tract from the spiritual things of 
life, therefore, we cannot afford 
to be without the church library. 
The day of long sermons is past 
and pastors cannot give the peo­
ple enough spjritual food in one 
thirty-minute sermon. Yes, I said, 
one sermon, because many wlll not 
attend two services on Sunday. 
What we fail to give them in one 
sermon, we can supply by way of 
the church library. For in this 
library we should have books per­
taining to Baptist history and 
doctrine. church leadership, Chris­
tian personality, religious fiction, 
biographies of missionaries and 
great Baptist leaders, as well as 
national heroes, Bible stories, and 
many others. I think we should 
have in this library some books 
that are non-religious, but good, 
clean · books that help to build 
character, books that help our 
young people to think aright, for 
good reading brings about right 
thinking, and "as a man thinketh, 
:;o 13 he." 

Just a year ago, with the help 
of Miss Russeleen �B�a�l�d�r�i�d�~�e�.� Bap­
tist Book Store Librarian, our 
church installed a library and it 

has preven its worth many times. 
The Young people, the Intermedi­
ates, the Juniors, the Primaries, 
and even the Beginners, have 
come to love the library. Our de­
partment leaders and auxiliary 
counselors are making good use 
of the library. I feel that the use 
of this library by all church lead­
ers,· teachers, and counselors, and 
the reading of the books by all 
our people is very urgent. We are 
doing our best to keep the library 
before the whole church member­
ship constantly. Personally speak­
ing, the church library is so urgent 
that no church can afford to be 
without one. As pastor of this 
church, I have come to think of 
our library as an associate educa­
tional director. 

�-�-�~�0�0�0�1�-�-�-�-

Tiihing Campaign 
Continues in 1948 

Nashville, Tenn.-<BP> -The 
tithing campaign of Southern 
Baptists last fall is reflected in 
greatly increased gifts to South­
wide and worldwide objects the 
first two months of 1948, Dr. Duke 
K. McCall, executive secretary of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee, said. 

Dr. McCall said that the total 
of January and February receipts 
are a third larger in 1948 than 
tor 1947, and the opening two 
months of the new year showed 
total gifts equalling 32 per cent 
of the 1947's full 12-month period. 

He explained, however. that the 
designated gifts are larger in Jan­
uary and February each year be­
cause of receipts from the annual 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
for foreign missions, taken in the 
churches in December and reach­
ing the Southwide offices after 
the beginning of the new year. 

January and February 1948 re­
ceipts totalled $2,393,227.96, as 
ccmpared with -$1,796,677.57 for 
the same two months in 1947. 

The 1948 gifts included $1,091,-
007.46 for the distributable Co­
operative Program, and $1,302,-
220.50 for designated objects. This 
reflects gains of $160,767.41 in 
the Co-operative Program divi­
sion and $435,782.99 in the des­
ignated section over 1947. 

�-�-�~�o�o�o�-�-�-�-�-

"A home without books is like 
a room without windows. No man 
has a right to bring up his chil­
dren without surrounding them 
with books." 

By JoHN D. FREEMAN, 
Rural Field W01ker 

Southern Baptist Home Mission Board 

Catholics are becoming the chief 
rival of Baptists in rural fields. 
They have almost complete con­
trol of many areas in the Midwest 
states. They are pressing their 
work in a sensible way, as may 
be seen from the following state­
ment. 

"The large city parish can to 
some extent depend upon its pres­
tige, but the standing of a little 
country �p�a�~�h� depends upon the 
personality of the pastor. In the 
open country, • judiment, di­
plomacy, activity, progressiveness, 
and leadership are the natural 
virtues required of a priest. The 
country pastor must be a com­
munity leader. He must ·know 
rural problems. He must have 
sympathy with rural ideals and 
aspirations. He must love the 
country; he must know the coun­
try life, the difficulties that the 
farmer has to face in his busi­
ness, some of the great scientific · 
revelations made in behalf of 
agriculture, the great industrial 
forces at work for the making or 
unmaking of the farmer, the fun­
damental social problems in the 
life of the open country." Q:zoted 
from a Roman Catholic. authority 
by Edwin A. Hunter in The Small 
Town and Country Church, Ab­
ingdon-Cokesbury Press. 

"In other words," states Dr. 
Hunter, "the Catholic Church 
proposes that the rural priest 
shall be as good as the best with 
special training for the rural· 
field." And every priest who is 
designated to serve in a country 
parish is given special training 
tor his task, so that when he en­
ters upon his work he can be both 
pastor and community leader, 
knowing how to assist the county 
agents in the promotion of their 
activlties. 

One thing Favors Baptists 
One thing offers promise of aid 

to us in efforts. to retain hold of 
the rural areas, and that is the 
fact that Catholics have few rural 
youths from whom to draw their 
priests. It is difficult for a city­
bred man to make adjustments 
necessary to enable him to win 
the complete respect and confi­
dence of rural folk. Some 70 per 
cent of Baptist ministers are from 
couritry stock, and they know ule 
life and problems of rural ·people 
-things which the hierarchy pro­
poses that its priests shall learn. 

One conclusion Is inevitable. 
Either Southern Baptists bestir 
themselves and immediately pro­
Vide ro:r mo:re thorough trn.intnr 
of all rural ministers, or the in· 
roads of other groups into our 
land will rapidly continue. Two­
thirds of the rural pastors have 

never had the advantage of col­
lege or seminary training. They 
cannot enter school, except in rare 
cases. If they receive any help, 
the training must be carried to 
them. This is true of our white 
pastors; it is far more true with 
the Negroes. 

What Shall We Do? 
The writer believes that Howard 

College of Alabama has set a pat­
tern which at .least one Baptist 
school in each state should fol­
low. Under the direction of Dr. 
Gilbert M. Guffin-who made a 
record for himself while a pastor 
in Jasper, Alabama, as a friend 
of the country pastors-an exten­
sion department has been set up, 
and it is ministering to all who 
wish to study, especially to the 
pastors of country churches. 

The plan provides for "exten­
sion classes" and there are now 
twenty-three of these scattered 
over the state, with two for 
Negroes now ready to begin. Each 
class is under the direction of a 
pastor who has academic stand­
ing, therefore, work is acceptable 
to college authorities. In many 
of the extenSions two or more 
teachers are required. The stu­
dents enroll, pay a small fee, and 
upon completion of required work, 
receive credit, much of the credit 
being toward a degree from How­
ard. Best of all, the men receive 
practical training in homiletics, 
church efficiency, etc., and are 
thereby better fitted for their 
work. 

Results prove the wisdom ot 
the plan. Some 375 ministers 
were enrolled in extension classes 
at the close of 1947. Churches 
served by these men are being 
quickened in their interests. An­
tagonism to higher education, so 
often met with in the more re­
mote rural sections, is being 
changed into loyalty to the pro­
gram of training which is being 
built up for the ministers. 

Other Agencies 
There are other agencies which 

can help render assistance to the 
underprivileged ministers of our 
faith. I believe, however, that the 
one-or two-week preacher schools, 
the Bible institute, and other tem­
porary methods cannot provide 
what the permanent, nine-month 
term of an extension department 
can do. I write this, therefore, 
in the hope that readers may be­
come interested in studying the 
Howard plan-and introduce it, or 
some modification of it, into their 
program of training ministers of 
the gospel. 

If we give a helping hand now, 
thl! ru:rnl prll!st of tomorrow wtll 
be a simple believer. called of God 
to pastoral service, and prepared 
in heart and mind for the great 
task. . 
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WAR G! 

II has al .. eady· happened 
We, as a business-managed, tax-paying electric 
company, face a problem which, in a less press­
ing way, confronts all privately-owned business: 
the threat of ever-expanding government-subsi­
dized competition. 

Our distrurbing problem simply stated is that 
there are people in -government, and out, who 
are fostering the philosophy of putting the gov­
ernment further into the power business, direct­
ly or indirectly. Today in Tennessee and Ne­
braska there are practically no privately owned 
electric companies because they were forced 
out of business by government agencies. 

Well, that's just two instances. Another one that 
could affect millions of persons in our section is 
the proposed Southwestern Power Administra­
tion, created to administer the sale of electric 
power from gove~ent dams in the S~:mthwest. 

HILPIN.tJ BUILD ~RKANSAI 

TWO slates • ID 

The S.P.A. seeks to spend MILLIONS of dollars 
on a public power system whi~h would DUPLI­
CATE power lines of existing companies, yet 
which would not provide a single kilowatt of 
additional power that present power companies 
cannot ptovidel 

Privately owner companies just cannot compete 
with plants built or bought by the government 
with the people's tax money and which then 
operate practically tax-free and interest-free. 
When industry like ours is removed from the 
tax rolls, somebody else must pay more taxes­
and in the end that somebody can be only you. 

Have you thought about government ownership 
in that way? 

& LIGHT 
· ~~ 
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s.s. 
Fort Smith, First _ _ 1119 
Little Rock, Immanuel 1119 

Including Missions -1658 
Little Rock, First _ 920 
El Dorado, First __ 903 
Paragould, First __ 779 
Camden, First ___ 733 

Including Ml.ss1ons _ 834 
Little Rock, Second _ 729 
Pl.{l.e Bluff, First __ 718 
N. Little Rock, 

Baring Cross ---- - 655 
Including Missions _ 701 

Hot Springs, Second _ 614 
Benton, First - - -------------- 572 

Including Missions _ 589 
FayettevWe, First _ 566 

Including Missions ____ 616 
North Little Rock, First 549 
Ft. Smith, Immanuel _ 540 

Including Mission _ 571 
Arkadelphia, First -------- 501 
Little Rock, Tabernacle 495 
Hope, First ---- 477 
McGehee ------- --- ------- 470 
Little Rock, Gaines St. 443 
Little Rock, Pulaski 

Heights ------ - 443 
Malvern, Flrst ___ 432 
Bauxite, First - ------ 415 
Springdale, First ___ 409 

Including Missions _ 558 
Hamburg, First ------ 388 
Hot Springs, Park Place 384 
Conway, First __ 380 
Parts, First 368 
Fordyce, First 358 
Ft. Smith, Calvary ___ 348 
SUoam Springs, First _ 343 
Hot Springs, First _ 339 
Stuttgart, First ___ 338 

Including Missions _ 382 
Ft. Smith, Grand Ave ..... 324 
Monticello, Flrst __ 317 
Rogers, First - ------- 310 
Smackover, First ___ 280 
El Dorado, Westside _ 276 
N. Little Rock, Central 260 
Mena, First ___ 249 

Including Mission _ 323 
Greenwood ---- 243 
Gentry --------------- - ----- 242 
Little Rock, Calvary _ 242 
JacksonvUle, First _ 238 
Pine Bluff, Second _ 237 
N. Little Rock, Pike Ave. 219 
Stamps, First ____ 215 
Ft. Smith, Bailey Hlll_ 203 
Ft. Smith, Oak Grove _ 200 
Little Rock, 

Reynolds Memorial _ 177 
Little Rock, Woodlawn 146 
Monticello, Second __ 142 
Levy, First ----·---- 138 

Including Mission __ 227 
Elaine, First ------·- 133 
Pine, Bluff, Matthews 

Memorial -------- - 133 
Ft. Smith, South __ 131 
N. Little Rock, Grace _ 125 
Eureka Springs, First.... 109 
Warren, Immanuel __ 98 
Douglasvtlle, First --·-----· 98 
Little Rock, Zion H111 _ 69 

ittle Rock, Westside _ 63 
Douglasvtlle, Second _ 57 
Little Rock, Biddle _ 49 
Little Rock, Bellview _ 48 
Little Rock, Bethlehem 44 
Little Rock, Mt. View _ 39 
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T.U. Add. 
353 2 
301 4 
607 14 
404 
254 
250 1 
195 72 

13 
213 3 

235 2 
254 
i84 1 
128 2 

193 3 
224 

99 1 

230 8 
73 
88 

142 
286 4 
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99 4 

123 
223 3 

205 14 
114 

65 3 
148 
122 

97 
208 1 

80 1 
161 

89 3 
106 2 

89 2 
126 
90 

111 10 
70 13 

110 
96 

119 2 
109 1 
118 7 

79 
97 

111 
125 

97 11 

50 
70 1 
64 
39 

107 
99 6 

68 
61 

37 
73 
57 
70 
33 2 
53 
30 
17 
12 
22 
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The Worth of Christian Character 
By MRS. RoLAND LEATH 

This is our regular temperance 
lesson. It will of necessity be 
taught in various ways, emphasiz­
ing that which the teacher deems 
a.pplicable to his OW}l class. We 
b.a ve another of the rich epistles 
of Paul from which to develop our 
thoughts. Ephesians was written 
shortly after Colossians, during 
the last days, no doubt, of the im­
prisonment of Paul at Rome. 
There is ~ happy tone throughout; 
not by any word does Paul seem 
to be downhearted but rather he 
presents a joyous, optimistic mood. 
Usually Bible scholars divide the 
book as follows: chapters 1-3 doc­
trinal, revealing much concerning 
the church, salvation by grace, 
position of Jew and Gentile in 
Christ's purpose in the church, 
the great prayers of the Apostle 
and the unities; chapters 4-6 prac­
tical, pointing the Christian to a 
separated, holy walk in all the 
relationships of life. 

Our general theme is Christian 
Character. The worth of conse­
crated Christian character has no 
limits, and cannot be stressed too 
much. Christ reveals the charact­
er of God to us; it follows, then, 
that we should strive to reveal 
through our lives the character­
istics of our God by taking Christ 
as our Savior and Guide. He is 
the only Perfect One; through 
His Grace we strive to attain. 
(James 1:4> 

Christian Character Founded 
On New Birih 

Much is made in our day of edu­
cation. No one is more apprecia­
tive of the worth of the trained 
intellect than I. All Christians 
should desire self-improvement 
and be anxious for our youth to 
take advantage of every opportun­
ity to train. As important as edu­
cation is, it is not the way of life; ' 
it is not a foundation for building 
Christian character without ac­
cepting Christ as Savior. When 
the old sinful nature is changed 
by the new birth, the foundation 
is laid whereon one. may build a 
character pleasing to God. 

Paul uses the expression "now 
are ye light in the Lord," meaning, 
once in sin, in the flesh, you were 
in the darkness of Satan, but now, 
through salvation are you living 
in the ligllt which .comes to all 
through Jesus. The saved person 
walks in the circle of God's pro­
tecting light. Like the woman 

WIRE RECORDER 
HEA-DQUARTERS 
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Sunday School Lesson 
For March 14, 1948 

Scripture: Ephesians 5:6-21 

of Palestine who said, "I live over 
the hill and last night as I walk­
ed home, a panther followed me, 
but because I carried a lantern 
and walked in the circle of light, 
I was safe." What a position is 
ours as children of Light! Our 
lives are to be strong against the 
temptations in this evil world, 
especially the deceitful, vain words 
of unbelievers. How subtle are 
the advertisements of the nefar­
ious liquor and cigarette interests 
as they scatter their deceitful pro­
paganda! 

Christian Character 
Demands Courage 

It isn't easy to be different from 
the world about us; it is difficult 
and takes courage. Because this 
is true, many weak Christians, 
young Christians, teen-ag.ers, and 
inactive church members follow 
the line of least resistance. Paul 
tells us we are to have no fellow­
ship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness. This is to be accom­
plished by reproving evil, by shun­
ning these works and those who 
do them, and by liVing so consist­
ently as to prove the light within 
the Christian heart. There is 
simply no argument against a 
clean, pure, Christ-like life. The 
girl or boy in school has the ad­
miration of the evil doer, if she or 
he will live Christ before the sin­
ner. The same is true of every 
child of God. 

We are to awaken out of our in­
difference; indifference is the 
devil's strongest weapon in our 
midst. Too many churches and 
individual members are content to 
drift along, anxious not to offend. 
Paul spoke these words of chal­
lenge <vs. 14) to saved people, re­
minding them that they were not 
taking advantage of their blessed 
responsibilities and privileges. It 
takes courage to stay on the job 
for the Lord, but it is urgent for 
we must "redeem the time because 
the days are evil." We must 
treasure our precious time to stay 
true in the midst of evil. 

"And be not drunk with wine" 
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-oh! what a strangle hold this 
rattening disease has upon the 
bodies and souls of people today. 
Space forbids a lengthy discussion 
of this subject, but Christians, let 
us awaken to the fact that men, 
women, boys, and girls ,are falling 
victims of alcohol every day; many 
of them are members of our 
churches. It begins so easily and 
innocently. .A cocktail can admit 
the g,erm. We should preach and 
teach against f't with our very 
souls. A Sunday School teacher 
and a bottle of beer cannot be 
compailions. A Sunday School 
teacher must be a total abstainer 
and, also, do all he can to influ- · 
ence otliers, and bravely teach of 
the evils involved, 

"A bar to heaven, a door to hell 
Whoever named it, named it 

well 
A bar to honor, pride and fame, 
A door to sin and grief and 

shame; 
A bar to hope, a bar to prayer; 
A qoor to darkness and 

despair!" 

Christian Character 
Develops Happiness 

The temperate Christian, who 
seeks to develop those character­
istics well-pleasing to Him who 
saved from death to life, is a happy 
person. Instead of fillin{J our lives 
with evil we should be filled· with 
the Spirit. Dr. B. H. carroll said, 
"Whenever we want to be stimu­
lated, we should go off and pray. 
As we are infilled with the Spirit, 
we become enthusiastic; a divine 
afflatus rests upon us, enabling us 
to think thoughts, to speak words 
that burnJ and to sing, songs that 
have mor"' convincing power than 
the Sertl!On. That is spiritual in­
toxication." We are reminded of 
the Christians on the Day of 
Pentecost. The Spirit of God gives 
us that exub~rance and, also, that 
courage and grace which we need 
to fight the designs of Satan. 

The famous "World Book En­
cyclopedia" is an excellent tool 
for preachers.-Otto Mathis, El 
Dorado, Ark. Adv. 
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This happiness which comes to 
us puts a song in our hearts and 
we make "melody in your heart to 
the Lord." Then it is we praise 
the Lord and express our gratitude 
to Him. 

. How to develop Christian char­
acter that stands the test, makes 
for joy, and proves its worth to 
the gain-saying world is the ques­
tion we seek to answer for those 
who need our guidance. Absolute 
submission to Christ undoubtedly 
is the answer. 

----'0001--­

"Drink in the new United States 
is the source of all evil and the 
ruin of half of the working men 
of the country."-George Wash­
ington-In a letter dated March 
31, 1789. 

And it could be added that now 
85 per cent of the people df the 

• United States drink. 

• • 
God has sought to lead His 

people to an intimate, personal, 
spiritual, fellowship with Him­
self; a direct communion of the 
human soul with God; therefore, 
to approach God through any 
medium other than Jesus Christ 
is a confession of the lack of the 
consciousness of the presence of 
God. 
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Where Did Baptist Churches Begin? 
"How old are the Baptists? Well, how old 

are the hills?" asks the Presbyterian histor­
ian, Frank s. Mead. "One date is as hard to 

· determine to pin down, as the other; one 
beginning' is as obscure as the next. That's 
exceptional among the Protestants. The 
Lutheran has no such difficulty; he has his 
Luther, his Wittenburg. The Methodist is 
certain of his start; there is John Wesley, 
and Charles. And the Presbyterian dates 
from calvin and Geneva." <Christian Heral~, 
April, 1935). 

we can tell you exactly when the first Bap­
tist church was started. Open your New 
Testament to the third chapter of Mark. 
Read verses thirteen and' fourteen, "And he 
goeth ·up into a mountain, and calleth unto 
him whom he would: ·and they came unto 
him. And he ordained twelve, that they 
should be with him, and that he might send 
them forth to preach." Mark says that Jesus 
ordained <made> twelve. This verb is the 
familiar Greek verb "Poiein," which means 
"to make." If Jesus "made twelve," what 
did he make? Dr. A. B. Bruce, and .many 
others say that he "made, constituted as a 
compact body" • • • This "compact body" 
could not have been a club or a lodge. It 
must have been a church. This same church 
was in existence on the day of Pentecost. 
There were about one huncfted-twenty mem­
bers, and there were added unto them those 
that were saved. If the church did not al­
ready exist on the day of Pentecost, how 
could anyone have been added to its mem­
bership? Moreover, if no church or churches 
existed before the day of Pentecost, then Jesus 
did not give his commission to his church. 

Careful writers and historians have time 
and again recorded the fact that Baptists and 
Baptist. churches began with 'John the Bap­
tist and Jesus. 

"It is, on all hands conceded, that from the 
days of the Apostles to the Reformation there 
existed congregations and communities of 
Christians, separate from the prevailing- and 
dominant churches, claiming to be of a more 
primitive, and. therefore, of a purer faith. 
As the dominant churches fell into alliance 
with the State, 5ought its patronage, became 
subservient to its spilit, proud, corrupt and 
carnal; departing from the simplicity and 
SPirituality of the Gospel, these separate com­
munities maintained their dis~ct existence, 
worshiped'by themselves, and served God ac­
cording to their understanding of the Scrip­
tures and the dictates of their consciences." 

Zwlngll, the Swiss reformer and co-laborer 
with Luther says: "The institution of Ana­
baptism is no novelty, but for thirteen hun­
dred years has caused great disturbance in 
the <Roman> church." Zwlngll lived early 
in the sixteenth century. So, if Anabaptism 
had existed thirteen hundred years before 
Zwlngli, it extended as far back as within 
two centuries of Christ, to say the least. If 
an Ana-Baptist <Baptist> cbQrch existed 
within two centuries of Jesus's earthly life, 
it must be- the one that Jesus organized, be-

E. c. Brown, president of the Arkan­
sas Baptist State Convention, is asking 
all mlnisters to preach on our Centen­
nial achievements, April 4. I will do 
it, will you? Brother Brown will write 
you about it. Read his letter carefully, 
then pray about this matter. 

cause no other Catholic or protestant church 
can be said to have existed that far back in 
history. ..... 
. Mr. J: Davis, the historian, gave us a hls­
tory of Welsh Baptists from "the year 63 A. 
D., to the year 1770, in which he· records the 
fact that Baptist Churches in Wales were old 
in 537 A .D. The Roman Catholic Mission­
ary, Austin, tried to bring them over to the 
Roman Catholic Church, but he utterly failed 
in his attempt to do so, ·and left them with 
many threats of war and wretchedness." 

Mosheim, the historian, says, "the true 
orlgln of that sect which acquired the name 
of Anabaptists, is hid in the remQte depth of 
antiquity, and consequently, extremely diffi­
cult to be ascertained." If these historians 
would go one step further and open the New 
Testament they would find the origin of 
Baptist <Ana-Baptist> churches. 

"We have now seen. that the Baptists, who 
were formerly called Ana-Baptists, · and in 
later times Mennonites, were the original 
Waldenses, and have long in the history of 
the Church received the honor of that orlgtn. 
On this account, the Baptists may be con­
sidered the only Christian community which 
has stood since the Apostles, and as a Chris­
tian society which has preserved pure the 
doctrines of the Goapel through all ages."­
Hist. Ref. Dutch. Ch. Breda, 1819. Many 
other historians have said these same things 
about the origin of Baptists. 

Yes, Baptist Churches began with John the 
Baptist and Jesus. Ridpath asserts that he 
would not say there were Baptist Churches 
that early, but he would say that all Chris­
tians were Baptists at tlia.t time. We have 
not in every generation ben called Baptists. 
We have been called Ana-Baptists, Mennon­
ites, Waldenses, etc. Later. we shall have 
more to say about the origin and continuity 
of Baptist Churches. 

What They Are Saying 
About Us 

We have so many letters commendin!l us 
for paying the old debts of the Baptist State 
Convention that we cannot begin to publish 
all of them. However, we would llke for you to 
read some of these letters. Here they are: 
Dear Dr. Bridges: 

The paragraph that you have in your page 
of the Arkansas Baptist of February 12, con-

cern1ng the need of an additional $6,000 to 
make a 1'0 per cent payment on the old debt 
of the State Convention is another reminder 
of the splendid thing which Arkansas .Bap.; 
tists are doing. I think this move to go 
back and take up these old debts was one of 
finest things that has been done among Bap­
tists in recent years. 

I am writing this note simply to say that 
hosts outside ..of the state of Arkansas have 
high appreciation of this splendid dndertak­
ing. We have watched it with much interest 
during these several years. 

With kind regards to you, I am, 
Cordially yours, 

M. T. Rankin, Secretary 
Foreign Mission Board 
Southern Baptist Convention 

• • • 
Dear Dr. Bridges: 

Every time I see where Arkansas Baptists 
have made another payment on that old debt 
my heart leaps up, and I thank God.· 

Of course, It is not a legal obligation, but 
it is an honor debt and Arkansas Baptists, 
under your wise and constructive leadership, 
will pay it all, and }\'1ll have, not only an easy 
conscience, but the admiration and love of 
Southern Baptists and all who love our Lord. 

I am for you. Call on me if .I can help in 
any way. 

Abidingly Y.Ours, 
J. E. Dlllard. 

• • • 
Dear Dr. Bridges: 

For any organization or individual to pay 
an o'bligation not legally owed is most admir­
able, and so far 8.s I know unique. 

With best wishes, I am, -
Very truly, 
Henry J. Livingston 

• • • ' Dear Dr. Bridges: 
I have just received the check for 32.50, 

for the fifth payment on the "Honor Debt" 
for the Baptist Hospital. , 

Thank you, I feel each time that you send 
it, that it is a real demonstration of Christian 
example. 

Very sincerely, 
Mrs. M. S. Barton 

• • • 
We Need to Wake Up 

Some of our own brethren in this state 
need to wake up on this question. We are 
saying that some of us have had the wrong 
attitude on this question, It is time for us 
to change. It is time for Arkansas Baptists 
to unite on · this question, and not only say 
"I am for paying these old debts," but really 
prove that assertion by actively putting some 
money into this fund. It is not enough to 
give our assent to a proposition, but if we 
really believe it, couldn't we put some money 
into it. We are not saying these things to 
criticize anyone. We are simply making an 
earnest appeal. Let us au· do it, and get 
these debts out of the way. What do you say, 
Brethren? 


