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not be able to excel and learning will not be accomplished. Therefore, comprehensible 

instruction is essential for successful learning. 

C3: Encourage students to extend thinking. 

A great way to extend students' thinking is through asking rhetorical questions. The 

Gospels are saturated with verses showing Jesus doing just that. Questions that were intended to 

stretch his listeners minds' include "Who do people say I am", "But what about you," and "How 

do you read (Scripture)?" Another tool that Jesus used to extend thinking was telling parables. 

This teaching strategy was used in order to let his students think about their responses and 

personal actions rather than telling them what to do. In John 3:5-10, one Pharisee, named 

Nicodemus, went to talk to Jesus about becoming born again. When talking with Nicodemus, 

Jesus used statements that required him to stretch his mind extensively. Jesus stated, "I tell you 

the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." Nicodemus appeared 

stumped by this statement because he could not wrap his mind around someone being born again 

in their mother's womb. However, Jesus was not talking about another physical birth. He was 

encouraging Nicodemus to stretch his thinking and dig deeper for a richer answer. Another way 

Jesus stressed the importance of extend thinking was by giving out homework to provide 

opportunities for further reflection. Again, this proof is displayed in Matthew 9:13, "But go and 

learn what this means ... " For cross-references: Matthew 5:46, 47; Matthew 6:25; Matthew 13:10; 

Matthew 19:24; Matthew 22:43-46; John 10:6. 

For teachers, letting students settle for mediocrity can drain any spark of ambition or 

participation. Therefore, by giving students numerous chances to extend their minds through 

challenging exercises, teachers can spark heart-felt effort. Appropriate assignments can be used 

to provide mental warm-ups and opportunities for students to strengthen their practical skills in 
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order to face and to tackle harder activities (Hendricks, 1987). Challenges should be appropriate 

and purposeful. Engaging minds to reach new heights through problem solving and brain teasers 

can inspire students to do more, learn more, and dream more (Wilkinson, 1992). When students 

enter the real world, their mind will be constantly challenged, but their teachers will not be there 

to help guide their thinking. Consequently, these problem solving skills need to be established 

while the teachers are still with them and willing to assist in order for all students to become 

autonomous after school. 

C4: Monitor students' understanding through a variety of means, provide feedback 

to students to assist learning, and adjust learning activities as the situation demands. 

In order to teach spiritual lessons, Jesus needed to simplify these complex subjects by 

relating them to everyday terms. After he taught, he sent his students out to practice his words 

and see the actual effect they can have on different hearers. Jesus emphasized learning by doing 

and by having his students become actively involved (Braley, 2003). Learning became hands-on, 

purpose driven, and applicable (Yount, 1996). He monitored his students learning in 

Matthew 13:51 and Matthew 16:9, by asking them if they understood his words. Also, he was 

always aware of his surroundings and noticed the details that would create many teachable 

moments. In Luke 14:7, the verse states, "When he noticed how the guests picked the places of 

honor at the table, he told them this parable ... " The parable goes on to talk about a wedding feast 

with guests ranking themselves based on importance and because he noticed this occurrence he 

was able to give a lesson that directly applied to the situation. Overall, through stories, parables, 

imagery, field experience, teachable moments, and many other techniques, Jesus was able to 

transfer his knowledge creatively, appropriately, accurately, and efficiently. For cross-references: 

Matthew 5:21-48; Luke 10:1. 
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Similarly, a variety of teaching strategies is known throughout the educational realm and 

is practiced every single day. Some familiar methods include training, telling, showing, and 

modeling (Hendricks, 1987). Each student and their learning styles are different, and with a wide 

range of activities available, students will have a chance to succeed. When one strategy is not 

working, teachers will be able to rely on other materials to achieve understanding. Teachers 

should feel responsible for their students' learning and recognize when a lesson plan needs to be 

modified in order to meet specific needs (Wilkinson, 1992). 

C5: Use instructional time effectively. 

Jesus only needed three years to establish a strong group of disciples, to spread his 

message throughout numerous cities, and to fulfill his earthly ministry. Jesus' actions were 

always preplanned and never by accident (Maston, 1985). The evidence for this category is 

confirmed by Jesus' words to his Father, "I have brought you glory on earth by completing the 

work you gave me to do (John 17:4)," and "It is finished (John 19:30)." For cross-reference: 

John5:17; John 17:1-5. 

In terms of education, teachers should have the mindset that class is always in session and 

that every rninute counts (Coleman, 1964). Teachers should use their time wisely by being 

prepared and knowledgeable. Because they only have their students for a year or two, the 

moment for influencing autonomous and self-directed learners is limited. Nevertheless, the 

power to make a difference in the lives of the students is limitless. 

Domain D: Teacher Professionalism 

Dl: Reflect on the extent to which learning goals were met. 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus demonstrated the importance on reflecting about his work 

through prayer. Matthew 14:13, Matthew 14:23, and Mark 1:35 describe Jesus seeking a place of 
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solitude early in the morning in order to be and to communicate with God. Jesus was always 

reflecting on his ultimate purpose for coming to this world, and in Luke 4:43, when Jesus' 

followers from one town asked him to stay longer, Jesus said, "I must preach the good news of 

the kingdom of God to other towns also, because this is why I was sent." Because Jesus used his 

instructional time effectively and wisely, he was able to know the precise extent to which his 

learning goals were met. He had shared everything he wanted to and was asked to and then gave 

his students opportunities to practice these lessons while he was still with them. By the time of 

the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20), Jesus had the ability to send forth his disciples into 

the world with assurance. He knew they were ready and had learned by heart the lessons he had 

given them. However, the most accurate picture of Jesus' reflecting on his ministry is shown in 

John 17 when he was talking to his Father. This chapter contains powerful words that display 

Jesus reflecting on his time on earth and how he did the will of his Father and accomplished 

everything his Father had told him. Jesus could look back on his time spent on this earth and 

back to every lesson he had ever preached and could know that no time spent was wasted, no 

relationship cultivated was unnecessary, and no words spoken were in vain. For cross-reference: 

Matthew 8:28-29; Matthew 10:34; Matthew 11 :20; Luke 5:43; Luke 24:44; Luke 6:12. 

Focusing on education, Hendricks opens his book by saying, "If you stop growing today, 

you stop teaching tomorrow" (1987, p.27). Without reflecting and growing stronger, teachers can 

become ineffective and mundane. "How can I improve" is a valid question to ask when 

considering the extent to which the learning goals were met (1987, p. 28). Also, prayer is a very 

easy way to reflect on students' needs and learning. Praying can occur anytime, anywhere. 

Teachers can even pray about their own teaching and attitude (Yount, 1999). When teachers 
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reflect about their attitude, changes can be made if necessary, and learning can thrive in a healthy 

environment. 

D2: Demonstrate a sense of efficacy. 

The Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary (2007) defines efficacy as "the power to 

produce an effect." Jesus knew his responsibilities as a teacher were to tell the truth, to show his 

students the way, and to inspire them to grow. Matthew 9:36 states, "When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd." Jesus knew the world needed him and his heavenly guidance. He took on the 

responsibility to be the role model, teacher, counselor, and friend that each hungry student 

needed in order to hear and to obey his words. Jesus' words were, of course, very useful, 

meaningful, and applicable. His disciples as well as his many followers were able to take his 

message to the ends of the earth and to transform lives. Peter could have confidence that what he 

learned and the way that he lived his life would have an effect on the world through Jesus' 

statement in Matthew 16:18-19. The verses state, 

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever 

you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. 

Altogether, Jesus' lessons were not in vain and his actions were not disregarded because each 

one had a specific purpose and carried a significant consequence. Because he took his 

responsibility as a teacher very seriously, he was able to show his authority to the whole world. 

For cross-reference: Matthew 8:7; Matthew 14:14; Luke 2:52; John 16:33; John 17:20. 
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Efficacy shouJd be a goal all teachers should strive to reach. One tool that can be use to 

accomplish this is self-evaluation forms. These can help maintain a sense of efficacy because 

they provide opportunity for reflection and revision. An effective teacher is constantly growing, 

thinking, reviewing, and creating. There are many new resources to use from the Internet to 

booklets provided for by the school systems. Teachers should seek to be the very best they can 

be and use every means available in order for all students to succeed. 

D3: Build professional relationships with colleagues to share teaching insights and 

to coordinate learning activities. 

Jesus was able to communicate with all types of learners. Diverse groups of individuals 

would come hear him speak as well as to ask of him questions or favors . Jesus built relationships 

with rulers, servants, fishermen, tax collectors, and sinners. He talked with them around the 

dinner table, at their homes, during the night, and during Passover celebrations. His Spirit 

allowed him to form strong connections to individuals and these relations made him 

approachable. This is best seen through the eyes of his disciples. He was able to build an intimate 

circle with these individuals and eleven of them followed out his lessons and goals even after he 

was gone. Matthew 10:1 states "(Jesus) called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 

authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness." He believed in them, 

gave them authority to do his work, and allowed them to learn truthful insights that could 

dramatically impact the world. After the Great Commission, the disciples demonstrated just how 

much they believed in Jesus by carrying out his message even when faced with death. For cross

reference: Matthew 10:24; Matthew 13:36; Matthew 16:21; Matthew 26:6, 20; 

Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 1:38; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 19:5; John 3:1-2; John 11 :1-43. 
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In schools, teamwork among the teachers is vital because it provides extra strength, 

support, ideas, and encouragement. By developing professional relationships with colleagues, 

teachers can have the opportunity to share experiences and to receive effective advice. Also, 

materials and effective teaching strategies done in the past can be shared in order for all teachers 

to frnd success in their classroom. By knowing that there is a solid support system ready to help 

out in anyway, teachers can receive that much needed reassurance, confidence, and peace of 

mind. 

D4: Communicate with parents or guardians about students learning. 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus communicated with several parents, especially when their 

children were sick, even to death. Matthew 9:18, Matthew 15:28, and Matthew 17:14 all describe 

situations were Jesus was asked by parents to come and heal their children. Not only were the 

children blessed with healed bodies, but also the parents were blessed from seeing and feeling 

the miraculous power of Jesus. As for communicating with his own parent, Jesus was always 

praying and caring for his students by talking to his Father or by doing His will. He would spend 

nights and mornings in constant communication. This solid partnership helped strengthen Jesus' 

own heart and mind in order for him to continue to perform challenging tasks as well as to teach 

hard lessons. For cross-references: Matthew 20:20; Mark 1 :35; Luke 6:12; John 17:1. 

Educationally, students' behavior and learning processes are greatly affected and 

influenced by the relationship with their families. Every home situation is unique and needs to be 

considered. Some families may encourage their students to pursue lofty goals with passion and 

integrity, while other families may neglect or overlook the power of encouragement for their 

students' innermost ambitions. Some families may either nurture their students' minds and work 

ethics or they may degrade and destroy ambitions and desires to grow and mature as a learner. 
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Thus, teachers must take the responsibility to spark imagination and to strengthen expectations 

for each student whether their parents are actively involved or not. However, teachers should not 

be discouraged by, or disconnected from the parents, since they represent one of the greatest and 

most powerful links to students. Emails, newsletters, phone conversations, and conferences are 

just a few ways to maintain constant communication with a network of people who may best 

know the students, their abilities, and their potential. 

As one concludes this portion of the thesis by considering the nineteen categories as well 

as their explanation, an important note to remember is that Jesus' teaching methods are not 

limited to just these verses and texts mentioned or to these specific categories. This Pathwise 

comparison only gives a small glimpse of how the Master Teacher transformed the hearts, minds, 

and lives of his students. Jesus left an incredible legacy and example for teachers to remember 

and to follow. By striving to use his strategies and methods as well as to possess his noble 

characteristics, teachers can create a productive environment, can challenge diverse students, and 

can strive to reach new academic heights. 

The next set of questions to concentrate on are the following. "Is it beneficial to adapt 

Jesus' teaching styles into public school settings in hopes of making a similar impact in the lives 

of students today?" "Can teachers look to the past in order to follow the guidance and example of 

Jesus?" "Have teachers across the United States already attempted this ambitious quest and have 

found themselves as well as their students successful and blessed?" 

The criteria for answering these questions will come from a survey sent out to members 

of the Christian Educator Association International. The CEAI is a non-profit organization 

whose mission is to "serve the educational community by encouraging, equipping and 

empowering Christian educators serving in public and private schools" 
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(http://ccat.org/about.htm). Some of their main goals are to show that the teaching profession is a 

calling from God, that excellence can be obtain through the help and guidance of Jesus Christ, 

and that a solid network of teachers, administrators, parents, church members, and community 

leaders can form to provide support and advice in order to effectively display Christ' s love in the 

classrooms. Moreover, CEAI provides legal counseling, educational seminars, and monthly 

newsletters and magazines that members can benefit from and use as they strive to seek 

personally the best ways to live out their calling in a public school setting. 

A ten question survey was sent to the mailing list of the CEAI members (see sample 

survey in Appendix) and 149 responses from all over the US were received, read, and analyzed 

quantitatively and qualitatively. The statistical findings for specific location of teachers were 

categorized into the Northeast, South, Mid-West, and West. The states in the Northeast include 

the following: Minnesota, Wisconsin, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Ohio, New York, New Hampshire, 

Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut; South: Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and 

Texas; Mid-West: Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, 

Colorado, and Idaho; West: Arizona, Nevada, Utah, California, and Washington. Out of 149 

surveys sent back, the South had the most responses with 34%. Other statistics include 16% from 

the Northeast, 24% from the Mid-West, and 17% from the West. 

The ages ofthe participants varied as well. The majority of the participants, 39%, were 

comprised ofthe age range of 51 and above. Ages 20-25 make up 3%; 26-30 with 5%; 31-35 

with 11 %; 36-40 with 11%, and 41-45 with 19%. Further comparison includes the different 

subject areas these educators taught. The largest number of participants, 20%, taught all subjects 

in elementary and middle school settings. The breakdown of subjects and percentages include the 
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following: Science-7%, Music-5%, History-7%, Language-6%, Computer/Business-4%, Math-

1 0%, English-! 0%, Special Education-7%, Principal/Counselor/Librarian-4%, Reading-3%, 

Language Arts-3%, Arts-2%, and Physical Education-2%. 

The final comparison among these participants was their denomination. The majority of 

the participants, 25%, stated that their denomination was Baptist/Southern Baptist The 

breakdown of the remaining denominations and percentages include the following: Luthem-3%, 

Presbysterian-3%, Pentecostal-!%, Methodist-7%, Non-Denomnational-23%, Evangelical Free-

5%, Assembly of God-2%, Episcopalian-2%, Catholic-I%, Evangelical Covenant-3%, 

Nazarene-3%, Mennonite-2%, Church ofChrist-2%, Independent-2%, Foursquare-2%, and 

Christian-5%. 

After asking about specific demographic information, the survey contained nine other 

questions that allowed the participants to express their thoughts and ideas about their current 

situation as a public school teacher. The questions ranged from sharing personal experiences to 

giving practical advice. Every survey was saturated with invaluable information and proved the 

fact that there are hundreds of Christian teachers all across the United States using their skills 

and occupation as a testimony for Jesus Christ. 

There have been many times that I have questioned whether I should remain in my public 

school position. I've thought, "Surely, God didn 't intend for education to be like this!" 

However, He has me where He has me, and I'll never know what kind of difference I've made 

until I see eternity (Survey Participant, Nov. 2006). 

1. Why did you want to teach in a public school setting? 


