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The business of Baptist work in Arkan-

sas is a large part, though not all, of the

agenda for the annual meeting of the

state convention a month from now in

Fayetteville. This issue contains the pro-
datare “and - ink

grams, rec
tion displayed on the cover.
. W,

First $100 million budget recommended

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — The first $100
million budget in the history of the South-
ern Baptist C ion will be rec d
ed to the 1982 annual meeting of the de-
nomination.

A 1982-83 Cooperative Program Budget
Goal of $106 million was voted during the

- September meeting of the SBC Executive

Committee, including a basic operating
budget of $96,635,000; a capital needs bud-
get of $3,365000, and a Bold Mission
Thrust Challenge section of $6 million.

In addition to adopting the rec
dation, Executive Committee members also
gave approval to a proposal to develop de-
tailed plans for a $6.5 million office build-
ing to house the Executive Committee and
other SBC agencies.

The proposal for a new office building
came during a report of the SBC Building
long range study committee, chaired by
William A. Fortune, a Knoxville, Tenn,,

* builder and vice chairman of the Executive

Committee. Also serving on the committee
are Rodney Landes, of El Dorado, Ark., and
Dotson M. Nelson Jr., of Birmingham, Ala.

The new building would be built on a
tract adjacent to the Baptist Sunday School
Board complex at Ninth Avenue North and
Commerce Streets in downtown Nashville.

Fortune, president of Rentenbach Engi-
neering Co., offered to develop, design and
build an-office building for the Executive
Committee on the site, and to lease it back
at a cost of approximately $10 to $12 per
square foot annually. He also said the
building will be given to the SBC at the end
of 20 years for $1.

In other action, the committee elected
John Dunaway, pastor of First Church of
Corbin, Ky., as its chairman, replacing J.
Howard Cobble, who became ineligible to
serve when he moved from Georgia to Ken-
tucky. Dunaway had been vice chairman.

Southern Baptists enter 55 counties since 1979

ATLANTA (BP) — Since 1979, Southern
Baptists have started new churches and
missions in 55 counties where they had no
work before, leaving 512 counties in the na-
tion with no Southern Baptist church or
issi according to a Home Mission

In this issue
4

Information on the 1981 Arkansas Baptist
State Cor jon in Fay ille is included
in this week’s issue.

The annual Baptist Student Union Conven-
tion met in Little Rock and participants gave
a record amount of money to world hunger.

18

A “once-a-decade” mission strategy confer-

Board report.

The 1981 update on unentered counties
(those without an SBC church or mission)
shows “Bold Mission Thrust has had a defi-
nite effect on starting new work, especially
in pioneer areas,” said Clay Price, author of
the report and HMB missions researcher.

But his findings also suggest it will be

Letter to the editor

“harder and harder to enter some counties
in the future, especially rural counties with
very small populations and a strong church
of a denomination with beliefs similar to
ours,” Price said.

Consequently, he noted, “We may begin

* focusing more of our resources on major

metropolitan areas where the needs are
more pressing.”

Just over half (52 percent) of the remain-
ing unentered counties are in five of 28
states: Nebraska, Minnesota, lowa, Wiscon-
sin and South Dakota.

Humanism a threat

Secular humanism as taught by the Bible
is the exaltation and gratification of the evil
nature of man. Man in his natural state is
totally depraved and cannot please God.
Men who have never been born again know
only about the needs of the flesh and they
seek to satisfy those needs. Men who have
not been born again do not have a spiritual
nature and have no need to seek spiritual
things until they experience the rebirth.

We are living in a day when ungodly,
anti-Cod, anti-Christ, and anti-christian sec-
ular h ism is on the Nothing
could please the devil more than Christians
being caught up in humanism. By defini-
tion, according to the Webster's New Col-
legiate Dictionary, humanism is “a mode or
attitude of thought or action centering up-
on distinctively human interest or ideals.”

0 b

ence, sponsored by the SBC Home Missi
Board at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Cen-
ter, focused on the role of the association.
—————————— |
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In that usually means:
Whatever an individual wants to do to sat-,
isfy his/her natural human needs. The street
language for humanism is: Whatever feels

8ood, do it. )

Christians turn to the Bible to define hu-
manism. There are several words and
phrases in the Bible and theological litera-
ture that are used. Some of them are:
adamic nature, human nature, lust of the
flesh, carnal nature, unrighteousness, and
ungodliness. The words used most often
are: sin, sins, or sinner. No matter what
word, words, or phrases are used they all
describe man’s nature to sin. The word ‘de-
praved’ means crooked, perverse, wicked,
and corrupt, according to the Webster Dic-
tionary. The word currupt was used by Paul
in | Cor. 15:50-58. Man in the human body is
corrupt, according to the Bible Humanism,
human nature, and the natural man as re-
ferred to in the Bible is one and same. The
Bible says in John 3:6 that which is born of
the flesh is flesh. Christians need to be
aware of the extent to which secular hu-
manism has infiltrated every element of
:uordsocietv. — John O. McMullen, Black
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Preparing for the convention

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

The 1981 Arkansas Baptist State Convention will con-
sider many important matters which should set the stage
for our work during the next 12 months. Although there is
an unusually fine spirit among the Baptists of Arkansas, it
is unlikely that there will be unanimous agreement on ev-
erything that is brought before the convention. This is not
bad. It is often more important how we conduct ourselves
than the decision that is made on many matters of busi-
ness.

President John Finn and the Program Committee are
to be commended on an unusually fine balanced pro-
gram. Everyone will want to hear W. A. Criswell, pastor of
First Church, Dallas, Tex.; John Sullivan, pastor of Broad-
moor Church, Shreveport, La., and Vance Havner, nation-
ally known evangelist and Bible teacher

The convention will also have the privilege of great
Bible teaching. The Bible teacher for the convention will
be Roy Honeycutt, provost for Southern Seminary, Louis-
ville, Ky. Both his training and practical experience equip
him to do an outstanding job in exegeting the Word of
God.

Arkansans on the program will include Jon Stubble-
field, pastor of Central Church, Magnolia, who will deliver
the annual sermon, and John Finn, current president of the
Convention and director of missions for North Arkansas
Association, who will give the president’s address,

Matters of business to be brought to the attention of
the convention will be the adoption of a record $9.1 mil-
lion budget, a revision of the budget formula for Arkansas
Baptists, a report from the Study Committee on the state-
wide Pastors’ Conference, a report on the seminary satel-
lite program, a report from the Baptist Building Study
Committee, and a report on the Adult Conference Center.

Perhaps the most significant change that is being pro-
posed is that of the budget formula. The new procedure
will, for all practical purposes, eliminate overage in the
budget. Most importantly, it will increase our giving to the
SBC Cooperative Program by three-fourths of one percent
each year. This is a most significant step in that it acceler-
ates our giving to the SBC Cooperative Program one-fourth
of one percent or more annually. In the past, the greatest

increase possible from one year to the next was one-half
of one percent. And this only took place when there was a
significant increase in the budget.

We praise the Budget Study Committee and Dr. Drum-
wright for this significant step. This guarantees a greater
and more significant involvement in world missions. If,
however, there is to be adequate money for programs in
Arkansas, churches must also increase their percentage of
giving to the Cooperative Program. Usually an increase in
dollars merely offsets inflation.

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee also has
proposed an important change. Last year a motion was
made at the convention that individuals who move during
the year from the Executive Board would not be replaced.
The reasoning behind this motion was that the Nominat-
ing Committee of the Executive Board should not select
individuals even for a portion of the year since this, in a
sense, made the Executive Board self-perpetuating. The
Constitution and Bylaws Committee is now recommend-
ing that the Nominating Committee of the convention fill
unexpired terms that occur. This will be most helpful
since it will guarantee full representation on boards, agen-
cies, and institutions.

We believe that this year's Arkansas Baptist State
Convention will be one of the greatest in history. And that
the messengers will leave the convention with a spirit of
love and commitment. There are both practical and theo-
logical reasons for this belief: (1) Our fellowship is at an
extremely high level; (2) Our convention program features
some of the most challenging speakers possible; (3) Our
convention president, John Finn, will preside capably and
fairly over the convention, and (4) The unusually fine work
of Executive Secretary Drumwright has helped to set the
stage for a fine convention.

We predict that our convention will set the stage for
1982 to be a great year of victory for our Master. We are
confident that most of us will joyfully accept the deci-
sions of our convention whether the majority votes our
way or not. As Arkansas Baptists keep the spirit of Chris-
tian love, fellowship and dependence upon the leadership
of the Holy Spirit, success for our labor is assured.

Avkanaaa, Batist

NEWSMAGAZINE

Arkansas' third largest publication,
meeting the information needs of Arkansas Bapltists.

~ VOLUME 80 NUMBER 40
JLEVERETRSNEED; (PRD ..o siniss s nribs eiion Editor
BEETYCKENNEDY .5 oo dovsewsidisu Managing Editor
ERWIN L. McDONALD, Litt. D. ....... Editor Emeritus

Letters 1o the edltor expressing opinions are invited. Letters should be typed doublespace and
must be signed. Lefters must not contain more than 350 words and must not defame the
character of persons.

Coples by mail 25 cents each.

Deaths of members of Arkansas churches will be reported in brief form when information is re-

ceived not later than 14 days afer the date of death

Advertising rates on request

Opinions expressed in signed articies are those of ihe writer

Member of Southern Baptist Press Association.

The Arkansss Baptist Newsmagazine (USPS 031-280) is published weekly, except the
woek in April, at July 4 and Dec. 25, by the Arkansas Baptist . 525

Capitol Ave., Litie Rock, AR 72201, Subscription rates are $4.82 per year (individual), $3.84

year (Every Resident Family Plan), $4.44 per year (Club Plan) and $12 per year (I

address). Second class postage pad at Lie Rock. AR vomnm--ua-

changes to Arkansas Baptist Newsmagaezine, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203

i3]
ii2

October 15, 1981

Page 3



Tentative program

Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Confronting the Dying World with the Living Word

Tuesday evening
Nov. 17, 1981
Fayetteville First Church

“Through Missions”
*Capital letters indicate priority schedule

6:30 p.m. Instrumental ensemble Glen Ennes
640 Congregational praise Danny Austin
6:45 Scripture and prayer Jody Gannaway
6:50 Call to order John Finn
Appointment of committees
Enroliment of messengers John Maddox
Adoption of order of business Jack Bledsoe
Welcome z Jere Mitchell

Fraternal greetings, acknowledgements
Recognition of former presidents
Introduction of resolutions Carroll Caldwell

Constitutional amendments Carl Overton

Announcements
7:20 Choral praise Music Men
7.35 Cooperative Program report James Walker
7:45 Foreign Mission Board Bill O'Brien
8:00 Home Mission Board Carl Hart
8:15 Congregational praise Danny Austin

Choral music Music Men
8:30 MESSAGE W. A, Criswell
9:00 Benediction Harry Kennedy

Wednesday morning
Nov. 18, 1981
“Through Service”

8:30 a.m. Congregational praise Lew King
8:35 Scripture and prayer James Zeltner
8:40 BIBLE STUDY Roy Honeycutt
9:05 Arkansas Baptist Family

& Child Care Services Johnny Biggs
915 Arkansas Baptist Foundation Harry Trulove
9:25 Arkansas Baptist

Newsmagazine Everett Sneed
9:35 Congregational praise Lew King
9:40 MESSAGE Vance Havner

10:10 ELECTION OF OFFICERS
10:30 EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT Joe Atchison

11:10 Congregational praise Lew King

11:15 Special music . “Happy Side"',
Beech Street, Texarkana

11:30 PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS John Finn

12:00 ELECTION OF OFFICERS (continued)

12110 Benediction Danny Veteto

Wednesday afternoon
Nov. 18, 1981
“Through Daily Witness”

1:45 p.m. Congregational praise Bill Moxley
1:50 Scripture and prayer Nodell Dennis
Page 4

1:55
2:20

2:35
2:45
3:00
3:.05
3:20
3:40
3:45

4:00
4:30

BIBLE STUDY Roy Honeycutt
Welcome
to new Arkansans Huber L. Drumwright
ELECTION OF OFFICERS (continued)
Resolutions Committee Carroll Caldwell
Congregational praise Bill Moxley
Nominating committee Jack Bledsoe
Miscellaneous business
Congregational praise Bill Moxley
Special music **New Creations"
University Church, Fayetteville
CONVENTION SERMON Jon Stubblefield
Alternate Joe Atchison
Benediction Don Nall

Wednesday evening
Nov. 18, 1981
“Through Christian Training”

6:30 p.m. Congregational praise Mark Short
6:35 Scripture and prayer Jerry Smith
6:40 Baptist Medical Center System  J. A. Gilbreath
6:50 Quachita Baptist University Daniel Grant
7:.05 Southern Baptist College Jack Nicholas
7:20 Baptist Student Union Jerry Clower
7:50 Special music BSU Cholr, University of Ark.
8:00 MESSAGE Vance Havner
8:30 Miscellaneous business

8:45 Congregational praise ' Mark Short
8:50 Special music Fayetteville, First
9:00 MESSAGE John Sullivan
9:30 Benediction Larry Lashley

Thursday morning
Nov. 19, 1981
“Through Faithfulness”

a 30 a.m. Congregational praise Ervin Keathley
Scripture and prayer Clyde Jones
8 40 BIBLE STUDY Roy Honeycutt
9:10 Tribute to senior ministries Huber L. Drumwright
9:30 Arkansas/Indiana linkage R. V. Haygood
9:50 Baptist Memorial
Health Care System Charles R. Baker
10:00 Christian Civic Foundation Edward W. Harris
10:15 Memorial moments Leslie Riherd
10:25 Resolutions (continued) Carroll Caldwell
10:40 Miscellaneous business
10:55 Congregational praise Ervin Keathley
11:00 Special music Debbie Atchison
11:15 MESSAGE Vance Havner
11:45 Presentation of new officers John Finn
11:50 Benediction . Cary Heard

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Program people

Criswell

Clower

Jerry Clower is an entertainer from Yazoo
City, Miss. He will speak on Wednesday
evening of the convention.

W. A. Criswell is pastor of First Church of
Dallas, Texas. He will deliver a message
the opening night of the convention.

John Finn, as president of the convention,
will preside over the meetings. He is also
director of missions in North Arkansas
Association.

Carl Hart is Director of Chaplaincy for the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.
He will give the Home Mission Board re-
port on Tuesday evening.

Vance Havner is an evangelist who has
led Bible conferences and revivals all
over the U.S. He will deliver several
messages during the convention.

R. V. Haygood is Executive Director of
the State Convention of Baptists in Indi-
ana. He will discuss the Arkansas/Indi-
ana linkage on Thursday morning.

Convention committees

Havner

Finn

Roy L. Honeycutt is Provost of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. He will
teach the Bible Study during the conven-

tion.

Leon Kilbreath is a Sunday School revival-
ist from Herin, lllinois. He will speak at
the Arkansas Baptist Religious Education
Association meeting on Monday evening
and Tuesday morning.

E. Harmon Moore is Editor Emeritus and
former Executive Director of the State
Convention of Baptists in Indiana. He will
speak at the Pastors Conference on
Tuesday morning.

Willlam R. O'Brien is executive vice presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board. He will give the Foreign
Mission Board report on Tuesday eve-
ning and speak at the Pastors Confer-
ence on Tuesday afternoon.

Jon Stubblefield is pastor of Central
Church in Magnolia. He will deliver the

The following committees have been ap-
pointed for the 1981 state convention.

Constitution and Bylaws
Carl Overton, Chairman
600 W. Grand, Suite 104, Hot Springs
71901
Carel Norman, North Little Rock
Lance Hanshaw, Cabot
Dillard Miller, Mena
Johnny Jackson, Little Rock
John Holston, Nashville

Convention Credentials
John Maddox, Chairman

+ P.O. Box 874, Wynne 72396
Paul Sanders, Little Rock
Frank Shell, Walnut Ridge
Delton Cooper, Aimyra
Bill Lewis, Bryant

Convention Nominating
Jack Bledsoe, Chairman

P.O. Box 578, Des Arc 72040
Russell Miller, Mountain Home
R. Wendell Ross, Fort Smith
Dennis Dodson, Monticello
Joe Hogan, Harrison
Dillard Miller, Mena
Merle Milligan, Harrison

October 15, 1981

Milton Wilson, Pine Bluff
James Evans, Clinton
C ion Order of Busl
Jack Bledsoe, Chairman
P.O. Box 578, Des Arc 72040
Gene Petty, Arkadelphia
Bokby Crabb, Little Rock
Convention Resolutions
Carroll Caldwell, Chairman
P.O. Box 996, Harrison 72601
Richard Stiltner, Hope
Ray Crews, Heber Springs
Cary Heard, North Little Rock
Bert Thomas, Scott
Convention Tellers
Robert McDaniel, Chairman
5025 Lynch Dr., North Little Rock 72117
Jamie Jones, Fayetteville
Edward Powers, Mountain View
Harold Stephens, Benton
Rich Kincl, Berryville
William Piercy, Manila
Ledell Bailey, Little Rock
Parliamentarian
Ken Lilly, 1120 Lexington Ave., Fort Smith
72901

Page
Miss Lucretia Gill, Little Rock

SulNvan

Mrs. White

Convention Sermon on Wednesday al-
ternoon of the convention.

John Sullivan is pastor of Broadmoor
Church in Shreveport, La. He will deliver
a message on Wednesday of the con-
vention.

Mrs. Frank (Gay) White is the wife of Ar-
kansas Governor Frank White. She will
speak at the women's conference on
Tuesday morning.

James Woodward is dean of the School of
Music at Oklahoma Baptist University.
He will lead a conference at the Arkan-
sas Baptist Religious Education Associa-
tion meeting on Tuesday morning.

Welcome

to Arkansas Baptists

My fellow Baptists,
Welcome to north-
west Arkansas. . .
| take great plea-
sure in welcoming
you to First Baptist
Church, Fayetteville,
for the 128th Annual
Session of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Con-
vention.
We want to do all ¢
that we can to make
your stay in Fayette- Mitchell
ville a good one — and to make the Con-
vention one that will honor our Lord.
| am looking forward to.'seeing you in
Fayetteville. .
Sincerely,
Jere D. Mitchell
pastor
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Auxiliary meetings

T
Arkansas Baptist Religious Education §
Association wil hoid a banquetat 7pm. Pastor’s conference
Nov. 16 in connection with their meeting.
(A program listing appears in this issue.) Fayetteville First Church
Reservations should be made through Mar- Theme: “The Power of the Living Word”
tin Babb, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, 72203. Monday afternoon
Directors of Missions :::m‘: \m Nov. 16, 1981
meet at 5 pm. Tuesday, Nov. 17,1t 1 30 m. Pre-program music “'Rejoice"
banquet room of Bowen's Family Buffett at B c:ngrgatlonal singing John Bailey
Northwest Arkansas Plaza Mall, for a fe- Welcome, Scripture and prayer Jere Mitchell
2 _'A oon, N Special music  * “'Rejoice"
Gate Alumni will 2:00 The Power of the Word in Testimony
hold a luncheon at noon Wednesday Nov. My salvation experience Michael Shy
18, at University Church. Reservations can My call to preach Leo Hughes
be made with Keith Loyd, Drawer E, Cabot, The greatest advice | received as a
72023, (S01) 843~5472 young preacher Allen Thrasher
Mich S Alumni will 2:20 Congregational singing John Bailey
meet at noon Wednewy Nov. 18, in the Special music Mike and Fay Speck
Gold Room of the downtown Holiday Inn. The Power of the Word in Counseling Emil Williams
Tickets are available at the door. C. W. 3:00 Congregational singing John Bailey
Scudder will speak. For further information, The Power of the Word in Testimony
contact Zane Chesser at (501) 332-5263. My most memorable encounter with God David Miller
New Orleans Alumni will My greatest witnessing experience Bob Dailey
hoid a luncheon at noon Wednesday, Nov. 3:20 Congregational singing  * John Bailey
18, at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, across Special music Mike and Fay Speck
the street from First Church. Tickets will be The Power of the Word in Preaching Jim Adams
available at the door. For more information, 4:00 Benediction James Guthrie
contact Wayne Riley, 702 Plaza, West Hel- Monday evening
ena, 72390, (501) 572-3768. Nov. 16, 1981
ng"“.‘d‘h MMT u“'"":}y ‘:‘;‘m"‘_‘ 6 30 p.m. Pre-program music Singing Men
and friends will meet Tuesday, Nov. 17, a . Congregational singing Eddie Card
ter the evening session at First Church for Scripture and prayer
:nwta horixp entertainment and a slide pre- .m:A Cos:;; 3;';%,:3;% g; Testimony o i
Southern Baptist College alumni and My call to preach Gene Bates
friends will meet Wednesday, Nov. 18, af- My greatest witnessing experience Rex Easterling
ter the evening session at First Church for 7:30 Congregational singing Eddie Card
hip and T > Special music Singing Men
South i Al i will hold a
luncheon at noon Wednesday, Nov. 18, at
the Central United Methodist Church, Dick-
som and Highland (next to First Church).
Roy L. Honeycutt, Provost and Dean of the
Sehool of heology will speak
i Women’s conference
hold a luncheon at noon Wednesdav Nov. Fayetteville First Church
18, at First Church. Cal Guy, Professor of Tuesday morming
Missions, will speak. Reservations may be Nov. 17, 1981
made with Jere Mitchell, Box 906, Fayette- (et
ville, 72701, (501) 442-2387. 9:00 a.m. Coffee and tea
% 9:30 IOVOCEIONE s 2ot - b et me vinin e« ¢ wes wenbnienile Janice Ward
Nursery facilities e g;;o:ucgsme.d ................................. Ann Berry
First Church, Fayetteville, will provide 10:00 Miniconcert............................... Weston and Davis
nursery facilities beginning Monday: after- 10:30 Speakerdin el L e s e Mrs. Frank (Gay) White
noon, Nov. 16 through Thursday morning, 11:30 BUBINGSSMOOUNG . . .. .o i v inn i n i N s Ann Berry
Nov. 19 during our annual state convention Installation - R
and auxiliary meetings. 12:00 BENSHCHONT Rl ot s e R o -Joyce Deaton

Messenger cards

Churches should secure registration
cards for their messengers to the 1981
State Convention meeting at First Church,
Fayetteville, Nov. 17-19, from the office of
the Executive Secretary Huber L. Drum-
wright, P.O. Box 552, Lmle Rock, Ark.,
72203, or phone 376479

Page 6 :
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Convention business

The Power of the Word in Witness Carroll Caldwell
8:10 Congregational singing Eddie Card
The Power of the Word in Testimony
Rejoice in the Lord always Jack Bettis
My greatest witnessing expevlence Jim Fowler
8:30 Congregational singing Eddie Card
Special music | Mrs. Don Evans
The Power of the Word in Personal Living Larry Maddox
9:00 Benediction Harold Elmore
Tuesday moming
Nov. 17, 1881
8:30 a.m. Instrumental prelude
8:45 Congregational singing Mark Short, Il
Scripture and prayer Ed North
Special music Tony Weston and Billy Davis
9:00 The Power of the Word in Teaching John McClanahan
9:30 Congregational singing
The Power of the Word in Testimony
My salvation experience Carel Norman
My call to preach Henry Applegate
The greatest advice | received as a
young preacher Danny Veteto
9:55 Congregational singing Mark Short, Il
Special music Danny Austin

The Power of the Word in Indiana

What Arkansas Baptists can do in Indiana E. Harmon Moore

What our church is doing in Indiana Cary Heard
Jon Stubblefield
10:45 Election of officers
11:00 Congregational singing Mark Short, IlI
The Power of the Word in Testimony 7
My most memorable encounter with God Paul McClung
My greatest witnessing experience Dennis Sewell
1145 Special music George Duke
The Power of the Word in the World William O'Brien

11:50 Benediction

Arkansas Baptist

Religious Education Association

Fayetteville First Church

Monday evening

Nov. 16, 1981
7:00 p.m. Banquet
7:30 OO IO Yt v o i R i b i b oo ikl Paul Seale
8:00 Speakar ..................................... Leon Kilbreath
8:45 Benedict

Fayetteville Flm Molhodla( Church

Tuesday moming

Nov. 17, 1981
8:30 a.m. Coffee and Donuts

9:00 Devotional
9:15 BUGINGBSMBOUNG <17 = 4 oc dos s alkw sivre o bpeais Sikln o siabis Glynn Stewart
9:45 Mini-conferences
10:15 Break
10:30 Conferences
MUBIC I Ec 10 0 30w princorssmspraonsto et veonsls James Woodward
EAUCRHON 10 50t sin v wignisitgrs v s e ST d oS Leon Kilbreath

12:00 p.m. Adjourn

October 15, 1981

Foundation recommends
funds disbursement

The Bylaws of the Arkansas Baptist
Foundation state that each year the mes-
sengers at the Convention will determine
the recipient for the income from undesig-
nated receipts. It is estimated that for 1982
this income will amount to $900.

The Foundation Board recommends that
this income be distributed through the Co-
operative Program.

Report of Executive Board

Your Executive Board has worked un-
usually hard this year. Under Dr. Drum-
wright's first year of leadership as our Ex-
ecutive Secretary, we have plowed some
new ground that we believe will make the
work of our Convention more effective in
the future. At our Convention next month,
the Board will recommend another record
budget of $9,118,665. One of the far-reach-
ing actions taken by the Board is the modi-
fication of the Budget Formula. This new
modification of the formula will allow us to
step-up our percentage of giving to our
mission work outside the state. Also, this
modification will give our Convention the
ability to react to the state of economy
more quickly than has been possible in the
past.

There will be a recommendation con-
cerning the Annuity Board retirement pro-
gram and the Statewide Pastors' Retreat.
Our Board is recommending no action re-
garding our study committee of the Baptist
Building and the adult conference center.
Both of these committees are still in the
study stage of their work assigned to them.

The Convention will hear a recommen-
dation from the Board to begin a Seminary
Satellite program to provide theological
training on the seminary level. This will of-
fer a new exciting dimension for theologi-
cal training in our state.

| want to express my appreciation for
the fine work of the chairmen of the major _
committees of the Executive Board: Elmer
Griever (Operating Committee), Ken Lilly
(Program Committee), Jerry Wilson (Fi-
nance Committee), and Eddie McCord
(Nominating Committee). This year. is my fi-
nal year of service both on the Executive
Board and as president. | must express my
sincere appreciation for the members of
the Board and the cooperation of those
who work in the Baptist Building. | believe
we can all be proud of the manner in which
the Executive Board is representing Arkan-
sas Baptists. — Joe Atchison, Executive -
Board president
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Executive Board recommendations to the Convention

1 1982 Budget

(1) Annulry Operating

(2) Arkansas Baptist Assembly — Operating
— Improvement

(3) Baptist Student Union — Operating
— Improvement

(4) Brotherhood
(5) Camp Paron — Operating
— Improvement
(6) Christian Life Council
(7) Church Music
(8) Church Training
(9) National Baptists
(10) Evangelism
(11) Ministry of Crisis Support
(12) Missions
(13) Stewardship
(14) Sunday School
4. Other services:
(1) Baptist Building debt
(2) Baptist Building improvements
(3) Reserve for employee benefits
(4) Contingency
(5) Convention
(6) Annuity dues
(7) Christian Civic Foundation
(8) Bold Mission Thrust
5. Woman's Missionary Union
Total Executive Board programs
6. Arkansas Baptist Family & Child Care
7. Arkansas Baptisl Foundatlon
8. Ark:
9. Christian education
() Ouachita Baptist University
(2) Southern Baptist College
(3) Ministerial Education Loan Fund
Total state causes

il. Southern Baptist Convention
Total operating
lil. Advance
1. Christian education
(1) Ouachita Baptist University
(2) Southern Baptist College
(3) Mlnmerlal Education Loan Fund

(1) Baptist Student Union

(2) New mission sites

(3) Arkansas Baptist Family & Child Care
(4) Arkansas Baptist Foundation

1982 Request
$ 101,161.00
270,968.00

18,096.00
31,323.00

186,321.00

72,000.00
10,000.00
51,760.00
10,000.00
61,150.00
178,600.00
24,000.00
20,000.00
196,982.00
$2,726,573.00
$ 203,990.00
173,991.00
151,320.00

1,001,968.00
250,491.00
31,196.00
$4,539,529.00

$3,434,348.00
$7,973,878.00

$ 562,420.00
140,605.00
59,382.00

79,423.00
63,537.00
90,364.00
5,366.00
5,727.00
81,181.00
27,065.00
21,772.00
7,945.00
$1,144,787.00
$9,118,665.00

2

Unified budget
formula

Base formula

The budget shall be based upon. and

governed by a weighted average of the ra-
tio between the six month increase/de-
crease and the yearly increase/decrease
for the three preceding years. The Execu-
tive Board, upon recommendation coming
out of the budget planning process, can a-
ter the dollar amount of the total budget
plus or minus 15 percent, taking into con-
sideration economic forecast and the con-
dition of the cooperative program reserve
balance.

1. South piaton "

The percent deslgnated for Southern

Baptist Convention causes shall increase
by three-fourths of one percent each year.

Il State causes

In order/to increase the percentage for

Southern Baptist Convention causes the
percent designated for Arkansas Baptist
State Convention causes will be adjusted
downward by three-fourths of one percent
each year.

ik

4.

Christian Education shall receive an in-
crease of 87 percent of the percentage
increase designated for Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention causes. If there
should be a decrease in the amount de-
signated for. Arkansas Baptist State
Convention causes, the decrease in al-
location to this category shall be equal
to that of the percentage decrease for
state causes plus 13 percent of the per-
centage decrease.

Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care
Services shall receive an increase of 79
percent of the percentage increase des-
ignated for Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention causes. If there should be a de-
crease in the amount designated for Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention causes,
the decrease in allocation to this cate-
gory shall be equal to that of the de-
crease for state causes plus 21 percent
of the percentage decrease.

The Arkansas Baptist Foundation shall
receive an increase ol 71 percent of the
perc ir d for Ar-
kansas Bapﬂst State Convention causes.
If there should be a decrease in the
amount designated for Arkansas Baptist
State Cor ion' causes, the d

in allocation to this category shall be
equal to that of the decrease for state
causes plus 29 percent of the percent-
age decrease.
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AZINE shall receive an increase of 70
percent of the percentage increase des-
ignated for Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention causes. If there should be a de-
crease in the amount designated for Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention causes,
the decrease in allocation to this cate-
gory shall be equal to that of the de-
crease for state causes plus 30 percent
of the percentage decrease.

5. Thé Executive Board programs shall re-
celve the remainder of the amount des-
ignated for Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention causes after the amounts for
1-4 above have been determined.

All funds received over the sum | and Il
shall be placed in a cooperative program
reserve fund. This fund shall be used to

PP 1t coop p receipts
in the event of shortage in any given month
or year.

At the discreticn of the Executive Board
an amount equal to one percent of the sal-
ary of Executive Board employees can be
used for Christmas bonus.

This formula will be operative beginning
in the budget year 1983 through the budget
year 1987 at which.time a review will be
made by the Executive Board.

3

Statewide Pastor’s
Conference

That the Executive Board move ahead
with a Statewide Pastors' Retreat with four,
three-day retreats conducted during two
vivaeks with the following recommenda-
tions.

1. Four separate retreats conducted.

2. Two in one week in the spring (Monday-
Wednesday and Wednesday-Friday)
and two in one week in the fall (Monday-
Wednesday and Wednesday-Friday).

3. Camp Paron to be the site.

4. Cost to be $26 per person or the current

rate for Camp Paron.

. Two speakbrs each session and the
same speakers used for both retreats of
that week.

6. $6,000 be requested for funding to be
used for promotion and the expenses in-
volved in enlisting program personali-
ties (travel, honorarium, etc.).

7. To be administered by and promoted
;gough the Executive Secretary's of-

e,

The Executive Board also suggests that

the following subjects be considered when
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enlisting speakers.

. relationships

personal crisis

. administration

vision

. strategy for ministry
specific leadership battles
marriage

. prayer and devotional life

4

Convention annuity
plan (Executive
Board employees)

The Executive Board recommends to
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention that
we update our employee Southern Baptist
Protection Program Convention Annuity
Plan to conform with the 1974 ERISA stan-
dards and subsequent IRS rulings to be
dated Jan. 1, 1881.

That any discrimination according to sex
and age in our retirement and insurance
programs be adjusted and implemented on
Jan. 1, 1982.

Subsequent to Dec. 9, 1980, employees
who already have Plan A commitments will
be continued in that relationship by the Ar-
kansas Baptist State Convention upon re-
quest by the employee.

Church annuity
plan (church

employees)

WHEREAS this Convention, in cooperation
with other State Baptist Conventions, has
adopted certain retirement annuity plans
administered through the Annuity Board of
the Southern Baptist Convention for the
benefit of certain ordained ministers and
eligible employees of churches or denomi-
national agencies affiliated with a State
Baptist Convention or the Southern Baptist
Convention; and

WHEREAS, such plans continue to serve
plan members, although many of the plans
have been closed to new members and
successor plans opened; and

WHEREAS, Hewitt Associates, an indepen-

ENONEON -

dent actuarial firm, has certified that such
plans are actuarially sound as of Dec. 31,
1980; and

WHEREAS, such plans are extremely com-
plex, their terms are in multiple documents,
and laws have been enacted requiring cer-
tain provisions to be included in the docu-
mentation of such plans; and

WHEREAS, the Annuity Board of the South-
ern Baptist Convention and Hewitt Asso-
clates have prepared a restatement of
such plans called the Southern Baptist Pro-
tection Program Church Annuity Plan (the
*Church Annuity Plan") to meet the re-
quirements of applicable law and to docu-
ment the provisions of all of such plans in
one document; and

WHEREAS, the Church Annuity Plan (as
restated) changes the early retirement age
to age 55 to meet the needs of the plan
members and to be consistent with similar
provisions in the Convention Annuity Plan,
but utilizes the same actuarial equivalent
reduction that has always been in the plan
for early retirement; provides for a deferred
vested retirement benefit payable at age
55 to meet the standards set by federal
regulations and to coordinate with the early
retirement benefit age; provides a written
claims procedure to meet the standards
set by federal law and to be consistent with
similar provisions in the Convention An-
nuity Plan; and contains written provisions
required by the Internal Revenue Code of
1954, as amended, and the regulaffdns .
thereunder.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

This Convention approves and adopts
the Southern Baptist Protection Program
Church Annuity Plan, a copy of which is to
be kept by the secretary with the minutes
of this meeting, and the Executive Secre-
tary of this Convention is authorized and in-
structed to execute the plan document and
send it to the Annuity Board of the South-
ern Baptist Convention.

Seminary satellite
in Arkansas '

That the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion be committed to the seminary satellite
project for the spring and fall semesters of
1982 and that subsidy be provided up to
$10,000 from contingency funds for both
semesters.
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Executive Board recommendations

7

Baptist Building
study committee
report

By providing office space for the Baptist
Foundation in the Commonwealth Savings
Building next door to the Baptist Building
and by reassigning the Annuity office to the
space thus vacated, we now have the pres-
ent staff housed with ‘reasonable ade-
quacy.

The limited parking and storage facilities
are still an inconvenience. In the light of the
prohibitive cost, of credit, land, and con-
struction we feel that it is best to maintain
the present arrangement for the foresee-
abie future.

Charles Barfield, Chairman, Terrel Gor-

don, John Maddox, C. A. Johnson, Eddie
McCord

Eve
leaston

8

Adult conference
center study
committee report

The adult conference center study com-
mittee met several times this year. We en-
gaged an architectural firm and an engi-
neering firm to do the preliminary studies
on Camp Paron property. The architectural
firm has preliminary drawings and esti-
mates on different phases and layouts of a
proposed center. We have used approxi-
mately $23,900 of the money voted by the
convention for this study. We hope to have
a report to the Program Committee of the
Executive Board in the coming months.
There is much interest in a place to train
Arkansas Baptists to meet the challenge of
“Bold Mission Thrust."

Ferrell Morgan, Chairman, Nodell Den-
nis, Bill Ferren, Terrel Gordon, Bill Milam

Constitution
and By-Laws changes

The Constitution and By-Laws Commit-
tee recommends the following amend-
ments to the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention Constitution and By-Laws (pro-
posed changes in bold):

Article VI, section 1.

Upon the removal of an Exécutive Board
member from the bounds of his or her as-
sociation, his or her membership on the
Executive Board ceases therewith; his or
her successor in office shall be nomi-
nated by the Convention Nominating
Committee and elected by the Execu-
tive Board to fill the unexpired term.
By-Law 5. Committee Members

1. A nine-member rotating Nominating
Committee, comprised of at least three lay-
men, will place in nomination at each an-
nual convention names of persons to fill
vacancies on all convention boards. This
committee shall nominate to the Execu-
tive Board ot tho Convention persons to
fill all
occurring durlng the interim of conven-
tion meetings. At each annual convention,
etc...

Article X, section 1.

This Constitution and By-Laws may
be amended by a two-thirds vote of the
members voting and concurring in two

ive annual ings of the Con-
vention, except Anlcle IV whlch shall
in forever unal in
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Daniel R. Grant

One layman’s opinion

Student ministries

launches emphasis
RIDGECREST, N.C. — Campus Bible

studies are one of the best ways to reach

college sludenu Milt Hughes told campus
the National Student

Eternity at a standstill

Nothing reminds me more surely of the
awesome power of God than to try to grap-
ple with the ideas of eternity and infinity.
When | was a student at Ouachita (almost
an eternity ago), | was asked by my math
teacher, Donald Seward, to help give the
chapel program when it was the math de-
partment’s turn to be in charge. My assign-
ment was to talk for eight minutes on the
subject of “infinity.” That remains one of
the worst public speaking jobs | have ever
had, and | expect it is because finite man
simply is not equipped to understand the
infinite. To box it in is to fail the test of un-
derstanding.

Recently while driving from Dallas to Ar-
kadelphia | noticed a large bus stranded
over on the right shoulder of the highway
with several people standing around look-
ing at the motor in frustration. As | drove
past | noticed on the side of the bus, paint-
ed in giant letters, the word “Eternity.” Al-
though that whetted my curiosity as to
what traveling music group might call
themselves “Eternity,” | was more intrigued
at the thought of my passing up Eternity,
or, better yet, the thought of Eternity at a
standstill, broken down on the roadside. It
was a little like trying to think of “the end
of infinity,” or the limitations on an all-

powerful God. Of course, | felt certain that
Eternity did not come to a permanent
standstill, and that it soon got back on the
road again. And | knew, of course, that
God's real eternity doesn’t depend on the
success or failure of a bus.

| did begin to consider, however, some of
the problems involved when human beings
take on the name of divine things. When a
person or an institution openly takes on the
name “Christian,” the responsibilities be-
come heavy. Whether we mean to or not,
we are telling the world that what we do
and say are reasonable indications of what
Christ is like, and that it is all right to judge
our Savior by what people see in us. That is
a frightening thought when you consider
how often Christian individuals and institu-
tions get sidetracked from the mainstream
of the Christian faith and life. It is especial-
ly frightening to recall how many times we
break down and end up at a standstill along
the wayside.

| do hope Eternity got its bus moving
again, but | am concerned that those of us
who bear the name Christian will not take
that name in vain.

Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita
Baptist University at Arkadelphia.

S

Woman’s viewpoint

Joanne Jackson Lisk

| didn’t expect that!

Traveling between Texarkana and En-
gland around 5:30 a.m. one summer day, |
found myself engulfed in the early morning
mist-fog as the new day was breaking. How
ethereal and eerie even the most ordinary
sights are as the sun begins to rise and the
wisps of mist wrap one so that a sense of
isolation and unreality pervade the mind.
(Besides, at 5:30 a.m., some of us are not
quite sure of.what is going on, anyway!)

In that state of being, as | tried to focus
my eyes !hmugh the shimmering mist, |

hing ahead which
jolted me awake Could it be that | was
really seeing three men tied to the back of
a vehicle? That's what it looked like from
that quick parting of the mist. Wide awake
now, | strained forward, hoping for another
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glimpse of whatever I'd seen earlier. There
it was again, but too quickly swallowed up
in the fog once more to see anything except
what appeared to be a truck with three men
tied on the back on a sort of platform. This
was beginning to feel like a dream or a sci-
ence fiction story.

So, | carefully began to speed up a little,
hoping to get closer to the truck, and begin-
ning to imagine all sorts of unusual things
about three men tied to a truck crossing Ar-
kansas early in a misty'morning. Yes, there
they were again. There was no doubt in my
mind now that something strange was go-
ing on.

Ministries Conference here.

“More students become Christians
through Bible study groups than any other
outreach tool on campus, said Hughes, Bi-
ble study and discipleship consultant in Na-
tional Student Ministries at the Sunday
School Board.

Hughes is heading up the 1981-82 cam-
pus Bible study emphasis launched this
summer during conferences at Ridgecrest
and Glorieta Baptist Conference Centers.

Beginning this September four pull-out
Bible studies for use on college campuses
will be featured in The Student, NSM’s
monthly magazine for college students. Bi-
ble study topics will be on a rotating two-
year cycle designed to give students a com-
prehensive overview of how Christians
should function in the world.

National Student Ministries’ goal is to
have 4,200 Bible study groups during the
1981-82 school year, with 50,000 students
involved in Bible study.

6,000 Baptists
‘invade’ Buenos Aires

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (BP) — More
than 6,000 Argentine Baptists descended
on Buenos Aires recently for a two-day
festival of centennial meetings and pa-
rades that took the city of nine million by
surprise.

stead, three suits of armor, and | was pass-
ing an antique dealer’s truck!

| am often aware that | have bumped in-
to something | didnt really expect in life,
aren’t you? Perhaps few things are as dra-
matic as mist-shrouded knights in armor on
an Arkansas highway, yet even when we
ask the Lord to chart our course we are of-
ten surprised by joy, and sometimes, sor-
row. Dear friends surprise us with cards, let-
ters, phone calls, or an unexpected sample
of a new recipe. In our greatest moments of
need, a friend just “happens” to drop by.

Bu( 1 didn t expect that! With God, noth-
ing is i

Then, | was surprised by the pected

and unusual. As | moved over to pass the
truck, | found that the three men were in-

Mrs. lisk is a regiuend nurse and writer
for d
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~Informed Baptists . ..

Reading the Ar-
kansas Baptist
Newsmagazine is,
to me, like taking
a double dose of
spiritual vitamins,
Every phase of my
Christian life is re-
newed, stimulated,
and encouraged to
do more in every
way that | can to
help the cause of
Southern Baptists. In spite of criticism
from the unenlightened, | am proud to

Kirkland

enormous growth in the number of new
churches, new church buildings, and an
increase in the number of converts year
by year. | praise the L that we are
kept informed of the financial reports so
that we may be able to paint with pride
to our growth in that respect and can get
a true report rather than take heresay
remarks from some who may be a little
jealous. It makes my heart thrill when |
read of the results of the hard labor and
sacrifices of our missionaries, both
home and abroad, in their untiring ef-
forts to carry out the plans of the Bold
Mission Thrust, and | feel obligated to
do my utmost in supporting them not
only with my prayers but with a little
more of my income. After all, we as
Christians are commanded to do that.
In reading the magazine, | learn new

share with other Baptists the facts of our °

N

Bible truths, and we are commanded to
study to show ourselves approved unto
God. | am glad to know what our out-
standing Baptist laymen have to say on
governmental affairs as they play a part
in our church life of today. The Arkansas
Baptist Newsmagazine has been re-
ceived in our home since the first edi-
tion years ago. | think the name was The
Baptist Advance, and it was an impor-
tant time for us to sit down and enjoy it
together as a family. | am deeply grate-
ful to Dr. Sneed and others for making
the magazine available on tape to those
who could not otherwise have this great
spiritual blessing. | am also deeply grate-
ful to the Arkansas Baptist Foundation
for their contributions in pointing out
the opportunities offered by this agency.
Every church member, every Sunday
School teacher, and especially every
pastor should feel that they have not
fully met one of their great responsibili-
ties to the Lord and to the church until
they read, absorb, and discuss the maga-
zine with other fellow church members.

| believe if we would determine to
read each issue, we would be better in-
clined to give not only of our time to the
Lord but would hear an urgent call to
give of our offerings to each cause. Let's
pray about it and ask ourselves how
would the Lord judge us in this matter.

The late Miss Glenn Kirkland lived in *
Plumerville.

... are concerned Baptists—

% {
f |

The Southern accent

This | believe: About the fruits of the Spirit
by Earl R. Humble

In Galatians 5:22-23
we read that there are
nine qualities of the
Christian life called
“the fruit of the Spir-
it” These qualities
deal with the way we
feel, the way we think
and the way we act.

Love, joy, peace —
These qualities reflect
the emotional life of
the believer, but they
go much deeper than mere emotion. If
there is any significance to the order in
which these qualities are named, love must
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head the list. This is agape, the highest kind
of love. Joy is important, but it must be bal-
anced with other qualities to keep it in
check. Peace is a settled state of soul har-
mony which comes from knowing the Prince
of Peace.

Patience, kindness, goodness — Here are
qualities which reflect our way of thinking.
Patience is long suffering. Kindness is cour-
tesy that comes from the heart. It is not a
mere reaction to people. Goodness is more
than good deeds. It includes good inten-
tions, good thoughts, and good will. It is
God-likeness. It too is an blished atti-

Woman's generosity
to be revealed

Miss Aethel Glenn Kirkland of Plum-
erville, who recently wrote “Woman's
viewpoint” for the ABN, and the testi-
mony in this issue, died Sept. 30 at the
age of 86.

Miss Kirkland, who had been blind for
nearly 40 years, was known for remain-
ing active as a Sunday School teacher in
her church and for supporting Baptist
causes with her prayers and money.

However, the extent of her financial
support for Baptist enterprises at home
and abroad could be revealed only after
her death. An article in the Oct. 29 Ar-
kansas Baptist Newsmagazine will report
her generous remembrance of Arkansas
Baptists.

Cutting energy costs
is fall seminar focus

NASHVILLE — Cutting energy expenses
for church facilities is the major topic of an
“Energy and Church Buildings” seminar at
the Sunday School Board's Church Program
Training Center Nov. 16-19.

Among subjects to be covered in the
seminar are retrofitting buildings, adjusting
schedules and instituting conservation
measures. Individual consultation with
church architecture department personnel
will be available for participants interested
in energy conservation, master plans, floor
plans for new space and space use studies.

Seminar content is designed for pastors
and other church staff members, church
trustees, property and space committee,
members, building committees and archi-
tects.

For more information, .contact the
Church Program Training Center, P.O. Box
24001, Nashville, Tenn. 37203.

These qualities relate specifically to our ac-
tions. Genuine faith leads to faithfulness. It
means steady purpose and consistent prac-
tice. Gentleness, like the others, cannot be
produced apart from the indwelling Spirit.
A gentle spirit relates to a loving heart. Self-

control is more than the present use of tem-

perence implies. Christ’s control of us does
not make robots of us. We have freedom to
choose, but wisdom dictates to us that we
must seek his will and be guided by his Spir-
it. Production of these qualities calls for a
life-long djscipline. How far along have we

tude of the heart.
Faithfulness, gentleness, self-control —

Progi
Earl R. Humble is professor of religion at
Southern Baptist College at Walnut Ridge.
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Third in a series

Grief: Dealing with divorce
by Clyde Glazener

“If my husband had
died, | could have
handled it better.”
This kind of statement
has been made by
many persons who
have been victimized
by divorce. Divorce is
a more traumatic ex-
perience than is be-
reavement for many
Christians. -

This article makes
no pretense at evaluating the ethics of di-
vorce. The effort here is toward dealing with
the grief experienced in divorce. For the
sake of brevity the scope will be limited to
those persons who feel exploited in divorce.
Space does not allow treatment of the feel-
ings of those who break their covenant
vows and are “the exploiters.”

The grief one may feel at the loss of a
marriage relationship is compounded by at
least three other sensations. First, because
a covenant has been broken and trust has
been violated, bitterness likely will prevail.
The entire relationship may be viewed as
one great event of exploitation on the part
of his/her partner.

Second, an overwhelming sense of em-
barrassment may stifle the divorced per-
son’s effort at dealing with the struggles.
He/she may be embarrassed because of
having viewed divorced persons as “freaks”
who had something wrong with them. More
likely the wounded person in divorce will
have a sense of having failed at the point of
relating and a sense of being “unable to
hold a mate.” His/her masculinity/feminini-
ty is called into question.

Third, a sense of guilt for having failed in
marriage may retard emotional recovery
from the trauma of divorce. Some continue

Clazener

with a paralyzing sense of guilt for a broken
relationship because a partner rejected the
covenant. His/her Christianity is called into
question because he/she married one who
became unfaithful.

Do positive ways of coping with these
struggles exist? Surely our support systems
for the emotional and spiritual needs of di-
vorced people are superficial and inade-
quate. We don’t know what to say (if any-
thing) or do. Does one act as though the di-
vorce had not happened?

Perhaps both the divorced person and
friends might by guided by the experience
of death. Grief must be acknowledged and
handled, and part of what you are facing is
genuine grief. Face the fact of loss and
hurt. Then move to the perspective of grati-
tude for the good things about the past and
the posture of celebrating the positive hope
of the future.

Next, because trust has been violated,
the reality of emotions of bitterness must
be faced and worked through. Take pride in
keeping all commitments and know that
those who don’t will never be able to trust
others fully. Then face openly the fact that
your marriage partner didn’t keep his/her
commitment, for whatever reason. Facing it
openly and stating the problem helps han-
dle any sense of embarrassment.

Acknowledge that you are not perfect
and may take partial blame for the mar-
riage’s failure. God loves you and still
wants to cleanse you and have perfect fel-
lowship with you. A whole world of people
are waiting for somebody like you who has
walked through their kind of dark night to
share with them the sufficiency of God’s
grace.

Clyde Glazener is pastor of Little Rock
Calvary Church.

Thard
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Centurlj C(lmpa g

“THE ONLY STATEWIDE CAMPAIGN FOR BSU IN OUR
CONVENTION'S 130 YEAR HISTORY"

New churches joining BSU Third Century Campaign

Church Association Pastor

Anderson Chapel Harmony Walter Gilbreath
Bryant, First Southern Pulaski Bill Lewis

Circle H Chapel Conway-Perry Don Grendell
Clear Creek Southern Clear Creek Billy Kimbrough
Halley Delta Thomas Christmas
Immanuel, Newport Black River Rickie Frie
Marshall, First North Arkansas Sidney Byler
Sidney Rocky Bayou P. Alvin Wiles
Temple, Crossett Ashley Joel Moody
Whiteville, Gassville White River Rudy Pannell, treasurer J

j

Robert Stuckey named

lowa executive director

DES MOINES, lowa (BP) — Robert H.
Stuckey, a staffer with the Illinois Baptist
State Association, has been named execu-
tive director-treasurer of the lowa Southern
Baptist Fellowship.

The lowa fellowship, an organization of
some 70 churches and 8,500 members, is af-
filiated with the Missouri Baptist Conven-
tion. It is one of three fellowships within
the Southern Baptist Convention, an inter-
mediate step toward state convention sta-
tus, which lowa hopes to achieve by Jan. 1,
1983.

Stuckey, a native of Dupo, Ill, was a
Southern Baptist foreign missionary to In-
donesia from 1962 to 1975, serving as a di-
rect field evangelist. In 1975, he took a
leave of absence and was pastor of Bel-
mont Baptist Church in Abilene, Texas, un-
til his resignation from the Foreign Mission
Board Dec. 31, 1977.

In February 1978, he became director of
lay mobilization for the ISBA, which in-
cludes responsibility for Baptist Men and
boys.

He is a graduate of Southern Illinois Uni-
versity and Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary and has been a pastor in lllinois
and Indiana.

He assumes his new post Nov. 15.

Church Historles
and other books
published
Ted Parkhurst, Publisher
1010 W. Third Street
Little Rock, AR 72201

Bible Lands

Israel, Egypt, Jordan
with seminary professor
Dec. 26-Jan. 6
From $1699, from Houston

Call or write for free brochure

Dr. Lacoste Munn, 3536 Winifred Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76133, (817) 292-3475
Name
Address
City, State, Zip.
Phone

October 15, 1981

Page 13



Arkansas all over

‘people

by Millie Gill’ABN staff writer

C. A. Johnson

will begin his ministry Oct. 18 as pastor of
the Jonesboro Walnut Street Church. He re-
signed Oct. 15 as director of missions for
Pulaski County Association with offices in
Little Rock. Johnson, a native of Arkansas,
is married to the former Patsy White of Mis-
Sissippi
Larry and Randy. He is a graduate of Qua-
chita Baptist University and Southwestern
Baptist Theological S y. Dr. Joh
has pastored churches in Texas, Missouri
and Arkansas. He has held offices in both
associational and state convention work
William A. Byrd

will join the staff of Pine Bluff Watson
Chapel Church Nov. 1, serving as minister
of education. He will come there from
Raleigh, N.C. Byrd is a graduate of Arkan-
sas State University, Jonesboro, and South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary. He
has served with the Sunday School Depart-
ment of the North Carolina Convention
since July, 1976 and prior to that time had
served churches in that state, as well as Ar-
kansas, Texas and Oklahoma. He is married
to the former Emma Kay Stogsdill of North
Little Rock, a graduate of Oklahoma Bap-
tist University. They have two children,

Materials available
for internationals

NASHVILLE — Southern Baptist church-
es ministering to internationals who speak
little English may now obtain specially-writ-
ten Bible study materials at no cost for use
with these groups.

The materials, designed for internation-
als who are beginning the study of English,
use simple language and are based on the
assumption that the students know nothing
of the Bible or the Christian faith.

Southern Baptist literacy experts, Verda
+and Waldo Wood of Cainesville, Fla., are
the authors. Churches requesting a free
copy of the student’s leaflet and teacher’s
quarterly may request permission to repro-
duce needed copies for their use.

Before beginning the Bible study, the
Woods recommend eight to ten lessons to
teach a beginning vocabulary listed at the
back of the lessons.

One free copy per church of “Bible
Studies in Easy English for Internationals”
may be secured by writing to Special Min-
istries Section, Mail Stop 177, 127 Ninth
Ave,, N., Nashville, TN 37234,
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They have three sons, Johnny, *

Byrd
Allen Lee, and Kathleen Elizabeth
Glen Collins

has been called to serve as pastor of the
Pocahontas Oak Grove Church, coming
there from a Missouri pastorate.

Belle Westbrook

was honored Sept. 13 at Beebe First Church
in recognition of her years of Christian ser-
vice and was presented a plaque.

LaVern Falk

has resigned as pastor of the Marble Falls
Church.

Dale Taylor

has resigned as pastor of the Rock Springs
Church to become pastor of the Harrison
Union Church.

Johnson

Mike Widner

has been called to serve as pastor of the
Rudd church.

Joe Dan Reed

has resigned as youth director at the Lon-
oke Church to continue his education at
Quachita Baptist University.

Charles W. Wright

has been elected to a two-year term as pres-
ident of the Arkansas Chapter of the Ameri-
can Choral Director’s Association. He will
represent the chapter at the regional con-
vention in Oklahoma City in 1982 and at
the national convention in Nashville, Tenn,,
in 1983. Dr. Wright is chairman of the de-
partment of music education and director
of choral activities at Ouachita Baptist Uni-
versity.

Don B. Harbuck

began Oct. 4 his 20th year as pastor of the
El Dorado First Church by renewing his
pledge to lead his congregation.

Ricky Blackwell

is serving as pastor of the Lepanto Neals
Chapel, coming there from Wilson.

Paul Latham

is serving the Harrisburg Valley View
Church as pastor. He is from Colt.

Arkansans receive scholarships
Arkansans John McCallum and Catherine Pittman were among 30 students to receive
scholarships for 1981-82 at Midwestern Baptist Seminary. Pictured, from left, McCal-
lum of Fayetteville and Pittman of Russellville learn some of the heritage of Midwest-

Milton Fe

ern inary from P

McCallum is a graduate of the Univer-

sity of Arkansas and served as minister of youth and university students at Fayette-
ville First Church before coming to seminary. Pittman, a foreign missions volunteer, is
a graduate of Arkansas Tech and member of Dardanelle First Church.
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Clarendon First Church

held a deacon ordination service Oct. 4 for
George Wallace and ReX Vaughn.
Harrisburg Calvary Church

has completed a property improvement
program that included the asphalt surfac-
ing of both the church parking lot and par-
sonage driveway. The $9,571 program has
been completely paid for through special
contributions. Ken Jackson is pastor.
Rison Church

honored Pastor J. T. Harvill Sept. 2 on the
occasions of his 13th anniversary as pastor
and his birthday.

Omaha First Church

recently celebrated its 98th anniversary
with the organization of both Brotherhood
and Woman'’s Missionary Union work.
McRae First Church

was in revival Sept. 28-Oct. 4. Leaders were
Evangelist Jim Miller of Muskogee, Okla.,
and Herbert “Red” Johnson, music direc-
tor. Pastor Lester Aldridge reported 27 pro-
fessions of faith, two additions by letter
and one by statement.

Little Rock Rosedale Church

will be host for Lay Renewal weekend ac-

Church celebrates

75th anniversary

New Antioch Church at Goobertown,
Mount Zion Association, celebrated its
75th anniversary on Homecoming Day,
Sept. 20.

). W. Gibbs, a former pastor of the
church, preached the morning sermon.
During the afternoon service, Sunday
School Director ). E. Willey read the
minutes of the church organizational
meeting held on Aug. 24, 1906, and list-
ed the 37 charter members. The only liv-
ing charter member, Mrs. Bertha Robin-
son, 93, was present for a part of the
meeting. Descendants of charter mem-
bers gave their testimony as to what the
church had meant to them. Alfred W.
Psalmonds is pastor.

buildings

Bentonville First Church

began construction Sept. 10 on a family
center that will include a gymnasium, com-
mercial kitchen, dining room, 12 class
rooms and storage area. The building, being
constructed by Wilkins Construction Com-
pany, will be more than 13,000 square feet.
A membership growth from 250 in 1978 to
443 in 1981 necessitated the building pro-
gram according to Pastor Don Evans.
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tivities Oct. 16-18. Mr. and Mrs. G B. Ham-
brick of Pocahontas will be codrdinators.
J. R. DeBusk is pastor.

Cherry Valley Church

observed homecoming day Oct. 18. Homer
Haltom, a former pastor, was speaker for
the morning service that was followed by a
church-wide dinner and an afternoon musi-
cal program. James Tallant is pastor.

Batesville West Church

has purchased a 15-passenger van to be
used in outreach ministries according to
Pastor Randy Maxwell.

Little Rock Immanuel Church

honored Mrs. Catherine Dorsey Sept. 23 for
her 40 years of service in Immanuel’s nur-
series.

Hope First Church

held deacon ordination services Sept. 27
for Jerry Irby, John A. King, Hillman Koen,
Bill Rowland, Grandy Royston, Roy Taylor,
and Bob Willis.

Viola First Church

recently purchased a three-bedroom house
to be used as a parsonage by Pastor Leon-
ard Williams.

Check given to SBC
Teague Chevrolet-Oldsmobile Company in
Walnut Ridge became involved in the local
“Partners for Progress” support campaign
for Southern Baptist College by giving a gift
of $2,000. Pictured is owner Jeff Teague
(center) presenting a check to President Jack
Nicholas (left), and SBC Vice President for
Development Jim E. Tillman presenting
Teague a plaque in appreciation for the gift.

ABN photo/J. Everett Sneed

Greers Ferry church
marks 125 years

The Greers Ferry West Side Church
celebrated its 125th Anniversary Oct. 4.
Speakers for the occasion included |.
Everett Sneed, editor of the “Arkansas
Baptist Newsmagazine”, who spoke in
the morning service and David Miller, di-
rector of missions for Little Red River As-
sociation, who spoke in the evening.

The present West Side Church dates
back to the old Shiloh Church which was
founded in 1856. Although it is impos-
sible to give an exact date in which the
church was founded, records indicate
that the church celebrated its 100th An-
niversary in 1956.

In 1963 the Shiloh and Post Oak
churches voted to consolidate. P. S. and
Callie Hunt gave two acres of land to the
church for its present location.

Recently the Hunt family gave two ad-
ditional acres to the church. A plaque
was presented to the Hunt family during
the dedicatory service.

Pastor Jerry Cothren says that the
church has a bright future. The church
plans to erect a new building in the near
future which will seat 350 people.

Pictured left to right are Leo Stark,

church music director; Jerry. Cothren,
pastor; and Bill Gilmore, director of Sun-

, day School and chairman of deacons.
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Most of the 500 students attending the
1981 BSU Convention at Little Rock’s Sec-
ond Church slept on the floors of churches
and BSU Centers in the area, but set a rec-
ord high in a single offering for, World Hun-
ger. Challenged by State BSU President Lou
Leventhal of Arkansas State University to
miss a meal during the convention, the stu-
dents gave $776.14 at Saturday night's
world hunger offering and another $250 for
summer ions on Sunday ing.

Both gifts will go toward the approxi
mate $50,000 world hunger and summer
mission goals of the 27 Baptist Student
Unions in Arkansas

Stan Nelson, from the SBC Foreign Mission
Board, spoke during the general session of
the Baptist Student Union Convention
(rightl: Steve Masters, Student to Student
worker at the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock, led a seminar on puppet ministries (far
right. top}: Rodger and Margaret Murchison
from Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, participated in the general sessions (far
right. center); opportunity was provided for
prayer and meditation (far right. bottom):
and BSU summer missionaries gave their re-
ports (below).

photos by George Sims

Students sleep on floor, miss meals
give record offering to world hunger

Keynote speaker Stan Nelson of the For-
eign Mission Board, on Sunday morning in-
vited students to respond to a call to work
with “other peoples of the world.” The
number of students responding was proba-
bly the largest number ever to respond at a
state BSU convention, State Director Tom
Logue said. Among those who responded
were a BSU Director and wife.

At the Saturday afternoon business ses-
sion the students voted fields of service for
42 summer missionaries in 1982 and voted
to urge students to observe and lead their
churches to observe World Hunger Day,
Oct. 10. — Tom ). Logue
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‘Chantable immunity’ doctrine struck down

COLUMBIA, S.C. (BP) — Churches, insti-
tutions and agencies of the South Carolina
Baptist Convention are no longer immune
to law suits “in tort” under a recent ruling
of the South Carolina Supreme Court which
abolished the doctrine of “charitable im-
munity.”

A. Harold Cole, executive secretary-
treasurer of the state convention, said the
convention’s churches and institutions
which do not have adequate liability insur-
ance coverage protecting them against
such suits should take steps to obtain the
protection,

“In handing down this ruling,” Cole ex-
plained, “the court could not have been
more specific. This means churches and
other charitable-type institutions will be
subject to suit for incidents v'vhich have oc-
curred within the last six years.”

Preston Callison, attorney for the Gener-
al Board of the South Carolina Baptist Con-
vention, explained that law suits “in tort”
are those arising from willful or negligent
acts.

by Larry Crisman

“Although | do not expect a sudden
surge of suits against our churches and in-
stitutions,” said Cole, “we can expect that
the number of suits may increase, and the
amounts of the judgments could grow in
the next few years.”

“This will probably result in much higher
liability rates, and churches and other insti-
tutions must inaugurate loss-control pro-
grams which will minimize the occurrences
that give rise to tort liability.”

“Unfortunately, those churches which
do not have liability insurance probably
cannot obtain it for the period prior to the
present date and may have to respond to
judgment for past occurrences.”

Before the court decision, churches, col-
leges and other charitable-type institutions
were protected because the doctrine held
that such charities could not be sued for in-
flicting injury on recipients of the charity or
on other members of the public, Callison
explained.

The South Carolina Supreme Court de-
cided to abolish the doctrine after a $5,000

— A pastor speaks about Child Care support ——

First Baptist Church

£0.80% 4. HILOAM IPRINGS, ARRANIAS T30
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Pirst Baptist Church, Siloas Springs, is a mission-
the last twelve
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sons and daughters vill have served Christ in person
on aix of the seven contineats of our world. Last
year ooe of our college students committed his 1ife
o vocational missions and mapy of our adults volun~
teered for short-ters aission projects. In

9% Of our total recelpts vent for 5.5.C. mission
causas,

A vital part of our mission-mindedness is our support
for the Arkansas Baptist Pamily and Child Care Services.

the Board for this vital ministry.
When we take our annual World Mission nuuy..

of it is o the aatly
and Child Care Secvices.

At First Baptist Charch, Siloam Springs, ve are proud
of Johnny Bigge and his co-laborers and commend them
for a job well done.

1n lov, .
Thoma Lings,
Pastor

\____Remember the.Thanksgiving. Offering___/

suit was filed on behalf of 11-year-old Mat-
thew Barlow Fitzer of Columbia.

The boy allegedly suffered a head injury
while attending a session at Camp Green-
ville of the Greenville Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association.

The injury reportedly occurred during
unsupervised “horseplay” as a result of the
Greenville YMCA's alleged failure to pro-
vide adequate supervision.

Camp attorneys maintained the camp
could not be sued under the “charitable im-
munity” doctrine.

In a 41 decision, the court termed the
doctrine “antiquated,” “archaic” and an
“anachronish.”

Callison said petition for a rehearing has
been filed with the South Carolina Supreme
Court. He said the General Board of South
Carolina Baptist Convention may have an
opportunity to participate in the rehearing.

Announcing . . .

First Baptist Church, Sixth and Cherry,
Pine Bluff, AR 71601

*9-Day, All-Isrcel ltinerary
(Optional Extensions to
Egypt, Greece, Italy)
*Arranged by Wholesale Tours
International, New York
*During the after-Christmas
seasan, walk where Jesus walked!
*An unforgettable Christmas

. ' experience/
For further information
write above address
or call

Res. (501) 534-1737
Bus. (501) 534-4741
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Mission in Context ends with strategy emphasis

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP) — After taking a
long hard look at 1980 census data and
Bold Mission Thrust plans for the denomi-
nation, more than 940 associational, state
and national Southern Baptist leaders be-
gan to struggle with developing mission
strategy on the associational level

Mission in Context, described as a “once-
a-decade” national conference for associa-
tional directors of missions, ended with
pleas from the director of missions for At-
lanta Baptist Association and the president
of the SBC Home Mission Board urging a
new role for the association as a base for
mission strategy

“The association is being called forth to
a different kind of mission,” said Eddie Gil-
strap, director of missions in Atlanta. “We
must become mission strategists where we
are

The Baptist association is best equipped
to plan mission strategy because it is the
closest organizational unit to the local
church, Gilstrap insisted. The association
must be a full partner in the denomination
in planning mission strategy, rather than
simply being a "conduit” through which
state and national Baptist bodies channel
their plans, programs and strategies.

In the final message of the three-day
conference at Ridgecrest Baptist Confer-
ence Center, Home Mission Board Presi-
dent William G. Tanner urged the associa-
tional leaders to plan their own strategy in
the context not only of their own associa-
tion, but in the context of the whole world.

“There is a danger, | fear, of a creeping
neo-isolationism, ‘a me-ism,” in America as
we tend to turn inward and look more at
our own personal concerns, rather than
looking at the whole world Christ died to re-
deem,” Tanner said.

“We must not forget
today is a global village,” Tanner said.
“What you do today in Littlefield, Texas,
can have an immediate effect in Ouaga-
dougou, Upper Volta.”

Tanner also warned that Baptist mission
strategy must be planned within the con-
text of the whole religious world: “We'd
better not forget that God works through
his whole body (the church), not just
through one of his little fingers called
Southern Baptists.”

In a closing evaluation, the chairman of
the Mission in Context steering committee,
James Nelson of the Home Mission Board's
associational missions division, observed
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the whole world*

by Jim Newton

the facts and data from the census report
compared to Baptist church growth have
been “rather pessimistic.”

“But as redeemed people of God, we go
with our theology. In Jesus Christ, we leave
with a positive note.”

During a presentation of data from the
1980 census, Home Mission Board research
division director Orrin D. Morris said. the
data indicates Southern Baptists will lose
the South and the cities if they do not focus
more on reaching blacks and ethnics

Morris pointed out Baptist church mem-
bership did not keep pace with the popula-
tion growth in the South where Southern
Baptists are strongest between 1970-80, and
predicted reaching the large cities of the
South will present the most formidable
challenge to Baptists in the decade of the
1980s

14

More than 1,000 Baptist missions leaders re-
ceived training in the use and interpretation
of 1980 Census data for mission strategy at
the associational level during “Mission In
Context,” a “once a decade” national con-
ference for Baptist associational directors of
missions. Orrin D. Morris (left), director of
the Home Mission Board’s Research Divi-
sion, and U.S. Census Bureau officials Les
Solomon (center) and Frank Ambrose (right)
discuss trends suggested by the census data.
Solomon stated the board’s materials were
“the best example of the use of Census data
developed by an agency” outside the Cen-
sus Bureau.

In another major address, Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary Presi Duke
K. McCall said the most crucial question
Southern Baptists are facing is, “how much
diversity can Southern Baptists tolerate?”

“We may splinter Southern Baptists be-
cause of our intolerance of diversity that
God created in the first place,” McCall
said.

He added, however, that “Cod isn't lis-
tening to our predictions. The Holy Spirit
has moved in the face of all the trends, win-
ning people to Jesus Christ. He is going to
continue until the kingdom of this world
becomes the kingdom of God.”

An entire day during the conference was
spent in workshops and presentations intro-
ducing detailed Bold Mission Thrust plans
for the SBC for 1982-85, including nine proj-
ects under three priorities “Reach People,
Develop Believers, Strengthen Families.”

Following the intense look at statistics
and plans, SBC Sunday School Board Presi-
dent Grady C. Cothen warned the Baptist
mission leaders against looking only at
numbers, challenging them instead to see
people in need and in spiritual poverty.

Statistics are only numerical illustrations
of human misery, Cothen said. “We are not
talking about trends; we are talking about
human beings suffering spiritual misery be-
cause they’ve got their lives all mixed up.”

Cothen warned that Satan is doing every-
thing he can to thwart Bold Mission Thrust.
“He is dividing the churches. He is con-
fusing the denomination, he has attacked
every facet of Bold Mission Thrust.”

In the conference’s opening address,
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
President William Pinson warned that Bold
Mission Thrust will be costly, for it will re-
quire Baptists to struggle with controversy
and sacrifice time, money and comfort.

Bold Mission Thrust will be throttled un-
til Baptists learn the Bible teaches Chris-
tians must save all they can from what they
earn so they can give all they can to world
missions, Pinson predicted.

The conference was jointly sponsored by
the SBC Sunday School Board, Home Mis-
sion Board, Woman'’s Missionary Union and
Brotherhood Commission.

Next week, Arkansans who participated
in the Mission in Context meeting will share
their view of the important conference and
discuss the implications for Arkansas and
its associations.
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Researcher says SBC will lose cities without blacks, ethnics

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP) — Interpreting
preliminary 1980 census data, the director
of research for the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board predicted Southern Baptist
church growth will continue to fall behind
population growth in the South and in the
cities unless Baptists focus more on reach-
ing blacks and ethnics with the gospel

“We will totally lose the cities if we don't
become sensitive to the social and racial
trends revealed in the census data,” said
Orrin D. Morris.

Morris spoke twice during “Mission in
Context,” a "once-a-decade” meeting of
Baptist mission leaders at Ridgecrest Bap-
tist Conference Center. He was joined on
the program by two officials of the U.S
Census Bureau, who praised what Southern
Baptists are doing to teach SBC planners
how to use census reports.

Morris made a dozen predictions on the
implications for Southern Baptist plans for
the next 10 years, based on 1980 census
data. ~

Reaching the large cities of the South
with'the gospel will present the more formi-
dable challenge to Southern Baptists, he
observed, ddding there will be little hope
for growth in SBC work in southern cities
apart from aggressively starting new
churches among blacks, Hispanics and oth-
er racial groups.

Citing “an obsession with bigness”
among Baptists, Morris warned against the
tendency of churches in the largest cities to
become very large. As communities go
through transition, smaller churches dis-
band, merge or relocate while larger
churches seem to “survive” better.

Using Houston as an example, Morris
pointed out that the number of SBC
churches in'Harris County increased by on-
ly two from 1970 to 1980, from 245 to 247

by Jim Newton

churches, although the population in-
creased by more than 667,000. The average
Baptist church size in Houston is over 700
resident members per church, he said
Because Baptists believe “bigger is bet-
ter,” he said they tend to favor helping
larger congregations get bigger, with little
or no concern for helping small churches in

‘racially changing areas, he add

The problem is compounded by “media
exposure of superchurch pastors” pouring
millions of dollars into mass media technol-
ogy instead of starting new churches to
reach more people, Morris said

He also predicted there will be two large
periods of “white flight” before the turn of
the century, the first in the mid-1980s and
again in the late 1990s. This will leave the
largest pools of unchurched persons, most-
ly blacks and Hispanics, in the cities

Morris predicted the national mood will
continue to be generally conservative
through most of the 1980s, encouraging
favorable attitudes toward organized reli-
gion in general and Southern Baptists in
particular.

Population in the South will continue to
mushroom, he said. Florida and Texas will
account for one-half the population growth
in the South in the next 10 years. Florida
will become the fourth largest state by
1990 and Texas will become the second
largest state, surpassing New York, by the
late 1990s.

Nevertheless, the most rapid Southern
Baptist growth will be in the Northeast, and
the poorest rate of Baptist growth will be in
the South, he said.

“It i$ not very likely that Baptists in
Texas, Florida or Georgia will keep up with
the population growth,” Morris observed.

Backing his predictions with trends in the
1980 census, Morris pointed out Baptist
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QGarland, Texas 76040
“Planting the WORD is always in season.”

church membership could not keep up with
the population growth in 21 states, most of
them in the South, between 1970-1980. Pop-
ulation in the South increased by 20 per-
cent between 1970 and 1980, but Baptist
membership increased only 154 percent,
he said

“These data cause Southern Baptist lead-
ers great concern, especially as we review
the goals of Bold Mission Thrust,” Morris
said. More than 90 percent of the resident
members and 87 percent of the churches
are in the South, yet it is in the South where
Baptists are having the greatest difficulty
keeping up with the population, he said.

In addition to the two data interpretation
presentations by Morris, nearly 900 Baptist
mission leaders attending the conference
were trained in how to use and interpret the
1980 census data when it becomes avail-
able.

The Home Mission Board research divi-
sion provided conference participants with
a 72-page manual and a 102-page work-
book offering detailed, step-by-step sugges-
tions on how to find and interpret 29 differ-
ent “indicators” revealed by the census
data. Conference participants divided into
30 small workshop groups for the training
period

An official of the U.S. Census Bureau in
Washington, Les Solomon, said the two
manuals were “by far the best example of
use of census data that had been develop-
ed by an agency” outside the census bu-
reau.

Frank Ambrose of Charlotte, N.C., re-
gional information service specialist for the
southeast regional offices of the census
bureau, said the 12 regional census bureau
offices have trained workers willing to con-
duct free training workshops for associa-
tion and state Baptist leaders in how to
find, use and interpret census data.
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Foreign fields seeking
1,700 new missionaries

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) — More than 900
requests for new missionaries have come
into the offices of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board, calling for 1,700
persons to commit themselves to overseas
ministnes.

The requests listed 955 jobs for new ca-
reer missionary couples and singles, mis-
sionary associates, two-year journeymen
and special project workers. Because many
of these jobs are filled by couples, the total
persons involved add up to 1,700. They are
needed for assignments as church planters,
preachers, educators, medical workers, and
for a variety of other positions ranging from
business and communications specialists to
social ministries

Sixty-five percent of the requests call for
missionaries to work directly or in partner-
ship with national Christians in evangelism,
preaching, church development and leader-
ship training, according to Louis Cobbs, di-
rector of missionary personnel.

Other critical assignments, particularly
in West Africa, Eastern Asia and Latin
Amenca requlre phys»ctans hospital ad-
managers

and radlo(elevmon specialists.

Through September, 249 new mission-
aries have been named in 1981, bringing
the total active force to 3,073. Bold Mission
Thrust calls for 5,000 foreign missionaries
by the year 2000.

California executive
has heart surgery

FRESNO, Calif. (BP) — Robert Hughes,
executive director-treasurer of the Southern
Baptist Ceneral Convention of California,
underwent quadruple bypass heart surgery
Sept. 16.

He is reported in stable condition.

In his absence, his duties are being car-
ried on by Ralph Longshore, director of mis-
sions and assistant director-treasurer.

The four-hour surgical procedure was de-
signed to correct extensive blockage which
existed in Hughes’ left heart artery. He suf-
fered an angina attack Aug. 4, and was hos-
pitalized for nine days. Until that attack,
Hughes had no history of heart problems.

Hughes has been executive director of
the California convention 15 years. Pre-
viously, he was pastor of Southern Baptist
churches in California.

A graduate of Quachita Baptist Universi
ty, he was also pastor of several Baptist
churches in Arkansas.
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HMB appoints 102

to mission posts

ATLANTA (BP) — Directors of the South-
ern Baptist Home Mission Board named
102 persons to mission service during their
September meeting, including a staff mem-
ber in the missionary personnel department
and a national consultant for the language
missions division.

Jack S. W. Ellenburg, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Bamberg, S.C., was elected as-
sociate director of the HMB’s missionary
personnel department.

Ellenburg, a graduate of Furman Univer-
sity, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
and the University of Louisville, will assist
in selecting missionary candidates.

Joshua Grijalva, dean of the Mexican
Baptist Bible Institute in San Antonio,
Texas, since 1962, was named a national
consultant in ethnic leadership develop-
ment for the Home Mission Board's lan-
guage missions division.

Grijalva will work out of offices at Gol-
den Gate Baptist Theological Seminary in
Mill Valley, Calif., in an effort to help equip
ethnic American leaders to serve ethnic
Baptist churches in the future.

Other appointments included 10 mis-
sionaries, 18 missionary associates, one US-

2er, 69 persons to receive church pastoral
assistance, and four persons who were
granted language pastoral assistance.

HMB commissions 26
US-2 missionaries.

ATLANTA (BP) — Twenty-six young
adults are slated to begin two years of mis-
sion service with the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board.

They were commissioned US-2 mission-
aries by the board during services at First
Church of Avondale Estates, an Atlanta
suburb.

“The 26 US-2 appointees will perform 22
different responsibilities in 19 states plus
Puerto Rico,” said Irvin Dawson, director of
HMB missionary personnel.

US-2ers are college graduates who serve
in various mission endeavors throughout
the United States for two years. Dawson ex-
plained US-2ers fulfill vital missions needs
while the program “provides young people
an opportunity to do mission service and
determine if this is a life-time call.”

Following the commissioning service led
by HMB President William G. Tanner, and a
group orientation in Atlanta, the new ap-
pointees will disperse to their fields of ser-
vice.

Full of joy and excitement, Airman First Class Iohn M. Dixon Iaava xhe Bering Sea
after being baptized in 48-degree water. Dixon was one of four airmen baptized in the
frigid waters by Air Force Chaplain David Breeding a Southern Baptist who serves
Shemy Air Force Base in Alaska. The base is on the four and one half by two-mile
Shemya Island at the far end of the Aleutian Islands. The other three airmen who re-

by
stille and Airman Dawd Putnam.

were Staff Sgt. Jorge Chavez, Senior Airman James D.

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Your state convention at work Attendance report

BSU 5 sons our church supports the BSU through O by | Claseh - o
Tharod the Third Century Campaign. el oL T e
David Laird i t f First Church of St tood o &
avid Laird is pastor o rch of - 1 3
CBntul‘__ﬂ Calion, one of the top 20 churches in per &": n _-n
capita giving to the BSU Third Century Fit n "
W Campaign o e e
P v i :
= g E
We care s ™
for young people Stewardship s o SR
by David Laird Arkansas Baptists Pt sen moowm
The people in First | above average e @ wm s
Church have an extra- Ak RN . ”',. -]
ordinaryisenseof car- rkansas and M!SSI?S!DD( are_usgallv ON  Camden, Cullendale Fint w 5
i for those Whoare the bottom of the list in per capita income, =~ ks Vilage, Fist w 2
in need. The individu- The states swap 49th and 50th positions. HOS Pt w E 3
als in my congrega- Neither state, however, is on the bottom g 8 1
tion have a desire to of the Baptist list in per capita giving. % o w 1
Mendian 108 9!
helllp dtllzzse ;h:’oaw',': Arkansas Baptists gave $172.83 per capi- Yoo 4 ]
c; rech o :1more‘: reci!- ta through their churches last year. The fig-  Osmvile. fi ] o
ic ‘:, 'oun P a ure jumps to $251.35 when only resident D A P w “ :
Cawve. Yn Cagli:o?eél members are counted. The Southern Bap- {1 amwi
3 Laird tist Convention average was $170.15. Ar- onrys o ” b
there are two crucial ks Bapti b e SN = " A
periods in the lives of young people. The nsas SARtsts are Adove average, Fort Smich
Crand Avenve 1569 a 1
first period is infancy. During this time the The churches, 94.84 percent of them, Mason 0

basic foundation of the Christian faith is 8ave an average of 9.73 percent of their e 16

laid. This is the time when young children
become accustomed to church attendance

The second crucial period is leaving
home to begin college. Unfortunately,
many young people are lost to the church
at this time.

tithes and offerings through the Coopera-
tive Program. This compares with 8.8 per-
cent given by the average Southern Baptist
church. Again, Arkansas Baptists are above
average.

At the close of the 1980 church year, Ar-

There are some definite reasons for our

; kansas Baptists went above the average in 0
c:urch s support of (lhTI BSl_J and some of o percentage of the Cooperative Program  Leomard sewet L}: ,
L ?Ise éesﬁ‘”:':\:i’:: ghﬁ‘;?én fellowship dollar shared with Southern Baptist Con- Mk ke 2

3 5 5 "~ vention causes. Arkansas’ percentage in- Recior Helghs r] 2
This is especlallezilmpqrta_nt if the college is creased to 35.64 while the Southern Baptist Tkt Howhe =l 3
8 sztaéztjxp:worgd '"“'"""c:‘ nity for Christ Convention average was 34.62. These per- Emﬂwm 9 o
i)e t ;:):;vn e? an OD‘;O';.] Y f centages were figured from reports in “The yw—eu'_"w i =
to introduced into the lives of young Quarterly Review.” 1 w
men and women. These young students ; v Uitse Rock, Crystal Hill s 8 s
may for the first time see people who are While Arkansas Baptists excell, we! Sl ] 8 s
“in step with the times” but live an un- haven't reached our potential. Per capita Moticeiia % Secomd 23 7 .
compromising faith. gifts will multiply when people give “as Coda Glades 3 o
3. BSU provides a haven. With the rise of - God has prospered.” Mission support per-  uerman vase 5 3
religious cults, devil worship, and non- centages will increase when compassionate e ot -
Christian religions, these students have a people respond to mission needs. The State ~ jiorh Uit Rock. suntil " 3
place to go where they can pray and re- Convention budget will share an increasing S = w =
ceive spiritual strength to withstand the percentage with SBC ministries because Ar- e @ n
temptations these other groups present. kgﬂsas Baptists excell. — James A. Walker, el Mason 2 e .
These are but a few of the numerous rea-  director o
Loe Memorial n 1
South Sude 520 190 s
Sulphur Springs 166 55 2
s oo Pt g
Rogers, Immarusl 46
) Rt Fo s ™ 7
Bsb . Sandusky, Okla., Faith i »
Third Sy S =z “
= Eimdale 30 157
C(B“t“!‘_l’ Cumpul n e - :
Highland Hilly 100 o
L
vﬁv “THE ONLY STATEWIDE CAMPAIGN FOR BSU IN OUR e g n 1 L
CONVENTION'S 130 YEAR HISTORY" ::".,,,,‘ it 1% v: 1
c to date: 3820.000 WM }i,; ] >
o date: N Sasnd
‘Wooster, Fiest n"s n
October 15, 1981 Page 21



Sunday School lessons

7

International

Oct. 18, 1981

Micah 6:1-13

by Robert U. Ferguson

Director of Cooperative Ministries
Arkansas Baptist State Convelﬂion

Ferguson

What the Lord requires

Using the mountains as a jury, Micah speaks for the Lord his controversy with
the people, Israel (vv. 1-2)

Verses 3-5: “My people (Israel), what have | done, how have | wearied you?
Speak up, Israel. | freed you from Egyptian slavery — brought you back as free men
— gave you Moses, Aaron, and Miram (decent, honest people to lead), in contrast to
Balak and Balaam who sought to harm you. Twice my grace publically delivered
you in glorious fashion” (out of Egypt and into the promised land). Why had Israel
forsaken the Lord? Why are the people so ungrateful?

Israel’s confusion of God's regq (vv. 6-7)

Israel does not know what to bring before the Lord to appease his displeasure.
Israel asks the prophet what to bring. Burnt offerings, year old calves, thousands
(abundant) rams, more abundant oil, my first born child? All of these items were
used by the people of Canaan in Baal worship. Why did the Israelites think that ritu-
alistic sacrifices could satisfy Jehovah while their lives were morally and ethically
corrupt? The basis for their right relationship with Jehovah was keeping the com-
mandments — not burnt offerings and rituals. It seems that the rituals had become
the righteousness instead of the symbol of their personal relationship to Jehovah.

The prophet’s answer (v. 8)

“He hath shewed thee (he — probably Moses in the law) what is Good (Goodly)
and required by Jehovah. Justly do — mercifully love — humbly walk with Jehovah.”
Note the two directions of moral and ethical behavior — toward man, be just and
loving, toward Jehovah be humble and close! With these two ideas, Jesus agreed
when he said, “Love the Lord thy God with all you are, and your neighbor as your-
self” (Matt. 22-37-39).

Justice dk ds knowledge of the si . It takes work to be just, for our
prejudices mislead us. A person has a right to his opinion, but not a right to be wrong
in the facts. Justice and truth go hand in hand. Merciful love, in our times, is like
praying for the salvation of the Soviet Union, not too popular. Justice, mercy, and
humility are considered impractical in the day-to-day world of survival. However,
without these virtues, Jehovah worship is spiritless, dull, and an abomination to the
Lord.

Specific¢ matters to consider (vv. 9-13)

Verse 9: “Heed Jehovah’s word or suffer.”

Verse 10: “Do you have, in your house, ill gotten gain, the unjust measure?”

Verse 11: “Can you be clean with the unjust scale and the improper weights?”
(used to measure commerce)

Verse 12: “The rich are wicked — the people are deceitful liars.”

Verse 13: “Therefore, | will smite you with incurable sickness because of your
sins!”

Micah gives the answer to why so many religious people drop out of their com-
mitment, lose interest, and become unable to reclaim their lost love for God. Ritual-
istic religious expression that lacks moral content in the worshiper is loveless, life-
less, and hopeless.

The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for Chdunn Teaching, Uniform Series, are copy-
righted by the ional Council of Reli sed by
=R

S

God acts to liberate

There is no power
in the universe great-
er than God's. That
anyone would op-

se God is insane.
Yéet we read of Luci
fer opposing God in
heaven and of Adam
and Eve doing so on
earth. Surely every-
one born into our
world outside of the
Lord Jesus has op-
posed God and his authority over their
lives. God’s desire for each of us is a daily
decision for his will in our lives.

Tracy

Pharaoh vs. God (Ex. 12:30-32)

Pharaoh’s ego had so grown that he felt
he was a god. When Moses and Aaron went
in to see him and deliver God's message to
let the Hebrews go, Pharaoh said, “Who is
the Lord, that | should obey his voice to let
Israel go? | know not the Lord, neither will |
let Israel go.” Notice Pharaoh’s I-problem.

During the night a death angel was sent
to kill all the first born, including Pharaoh’s
heir. He was unable to protect his own, let
alone the others of Egypt. Pharaoh admit-
ted defeat and the power of God.

God leads (Ex. 21-22)
Not only is God able to release us from
bondage, but he is also able to sustain us
on the journey. God's presence was evident

This lesson treatment is based on the Life and Work
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Sunday School lesson
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Life and Work

Oct. 18, 1981

Exodus 12:30-32; 13:21-22; 14:30-31;
15:1-2, 13

by Jerry L. Tracy
star City First Church

to the Israelites through the cloud by day
and the fire by night. How tragic that one
would doubt God’s power to keep us once
he has redeemed us (Il Tim. 1:12)

God protects (Ex. 14:30-31)

There are dangers that threaten our spiri-
tual lives. The flesh, the world, and Satan’s
attack. Pharaoh and his army decided to
test God’s power again by chasing the Is-
raelites in the desert. Once again God de-
livered his people by divine providence
The miracle of the dividing of the sea is an-
other way God shows his authority. There is
protection by God from the flesh— through
his Spirit (Gal. 5:16); from tife world —
through his Word (Rom. 12:2); from Satan
— through his Son (Eph. 6:10-18)

God is praised (Ex. 15:1-2, 13)

Our privilege of worship is very precious.
We are a people triumphant because God
has acted in history to redeem us at Cal-
vary. We celebrate his triumph over sin and
death each Sunday as we remember the
glorious resurrection of our Lord. Surely our
services should exalt the name of Christ
and every worshipper offer him songs of
praise. His steadfast love and strength join
together to make sure we know him and
shall be with him forever.
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Bible Book
Oct. 18, 1981
Matthew 4:1-11

by Don R. Williams
Carey Association

Williams

The King overcoming temptation

Jesus is now ready to embark upon his earthly ministry, a ministry which was
designed to destroy the works of the devil. The time had come for God to test his
Son.

The purpose of his temptation (Matt. 4:1)

The word “tempted” means to test, to prove a thing genuine; or it may mean to
test to prove a thing false, Satan tested Jesus to try to prove him false; God allowed
him to be tested to prove him true.

There are questions which should be asked and answered: (1) Were Christ's
temptations real? (2) Could Jesus have yielded to them?

The time of his temptation

It happened after a great spiritual experience. Jesus had just been baptized.
The Father had just spoken and revealed to the world who Jesus was. It happened
whe Jesus was the weakest. It happened when he was alone. The temptations were
directed toward his spiritual powers. These are keys for us to watch for. Satan still
operates on this basis.-He will tempt us_after a great spiritual experience, when we
are at our weakest, when he catches us alone. He will direct his temptations toward
our strengths, If a person is gifted with charm, he will tempt that person to use that
charm to get away with anything. If gifted with the power of words, he will tempt
that person to use his command of words to justify his own conduct.

The temptations themselves (Matt. 4:3-11)

The first temptation was to change “stones into bread.” Satan was suggesting
that man is primarily physical. He was tempting Jesus to become an “economic
Messiah.” Satan was asserting that man’s chief needs are physical, and if you give
him bread that is enough. The second temptation was to try to get Jesus to question
the Father’s care. “If you are who you say you are the Father will see that the angels
will not let you fall against the stones.” The third temptation was, in effect, to ignore
God's plans and follow Satan’s. The last ion was the most ar ling. If Jesus
wanted to take the shortcut he could assume power without suffering the cross. This

. seems to have gone through his mind.

This lesson treatment is based on the Bible Book Study for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright by
The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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SBC datelines

CP meets budget,
sights goal

NASHVILLE. Tenn (BP) — With one
month left in the 1980-81 fiscal year, con-
tributions through the national Cooperative
Program have met the year’s operating bud-
get and covered one-fourth of the capital
needs budget

August contributions, reflecting calendar
vaganes that helped July to a 29 percent in-
crease, were up just 7 69 percent over Au-
gust 1980. to $6.845,237

That increase put undesignated year to
date receipts at $75.108.527. up 14 percent
over the same penod last year and well
past the 1980-81 operating budget of $74 5
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million The capital needs portion s

another $2.5 million

Additionally, Southern Baptists in their
1980 annual meeting in St Louis, voted a
$13 million Bold Mission Thrust challenge
goal to put the total budget at $90 million

If September contributions hold at the
current 14 percent increase, final fiscal
month receipts would be approximately
$6.7 million. That would put receipts about
$4.8 million into the challenge goal Last
year, gifts reached just $762,634 into a $12
million challenge goal

August's designated receipts increased
13 percent over August 1980 to $1,330,619
Year to date designated receipts are
$70,736,583, up 139 percent over 1980

Total receipts, designated and undesig-
nated, are $145845110, an increase of
$17.9 million or 1398 percent over the
same period last year
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After radio worship scrapped,
church scores with talk show

by Bob E. Mathews

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla (BP)—On Aug
23, for the first time in about 50 years, the
morning worship service of First Church of
Oklahoma City was not broadcast on radio

A change in formats at station KOMA
which had broadcast the church’s service
since 1931 took the church off radio, though
morning services are still telecast

Pastor Cene Carrison told members,
‘Audience ratings do not indicate that the
weekly broadcast of our worship service is
the wisé8t and best use of our time and
money

Faced with the change, Garrnison and
church leaders decided to take KOMA's of-
fer of an alternate time and to try “some-
thing radically different

So at 11 pm on a recent Sunday, Carri-
son went to the KOMA studios for the first
broadcast of “Straight Line to the Pastor
KOMA is 1520 on AM dial

The format calls for a talk show where
listeners call in and talk with Garrison on
the air no long preaching, no long songs

Carnson, “frightened to death” and won-
dering who would be listening from 11 to
midnight, hit the air “cold,” no theme mu-
sic, no introduction. Just “Good evening,
I'm Cene Garrison, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Oklahoma City, and the name of
the program is Straight Line to the Pastor
Our phone number is 460-1520.” He opened
his Bible, read a few verses of scripture and
made a few comments while keeping an
eye on the phone lights

By 11:05 the lines lit up and the calls
started coming The first caller, a young
woman, asked how to pick the right church
or denomination

Garrison explained that a personal faith
in Jesus as her Savior is more important
than a certain church and that she should
attend where the doctrine is true to the
scriptures, where she could be fed spiritual-
ly and have her needs met

Garrison’s concern about getting calls
was for naught. During the hour the longest
time without a call was less than two min-
utes. Listeners called from the metropolitan

area, Emid, northern Kansas and Colorado
Springs, Colo The Colorado caller was the
manager of a Christian radio station who
complimented Garrison on his new venture
and his handling of the new format

In all, 21 calls were answered during the
58 minutes he was on the air. Subjects dis-
cussed by Garrison and the listeners in-
cluded “sinless perfection,” abortion, ho-
mosexuals, “know-it-all Baptists,” the Ku
Klux Klan using the Bible as justification of
its deeds, a Christian dating a non-Christian,
unmarried people living together and back-
sliding

The bulk of callers seemed to be people
seeking straight answers to serious ques-
tions and probably taking advantage of the
opportunity to talk to a minister while re-
maining anonymous. Only one or two tend-
ed to be argumentative and Garrison deftly
handled their calls, managing to keep them
from dominating the time

A minister who had been fired from his
church and divorced from his wife talked
with Garnison about unkind Christians and
“no good” church members. Carrison sug-
gested they meet for coffee and discuss the
minister’s problems in person. (Later the
minister, now working in the oil industry,
made a luncheon appointment with Garri-
son.)

After the first program, Garrison wrote in
his church paper, “It is easy to see what
kind of ministry this can become. People
are grappling with personal problems, seek-
ing someone to talk with them and respond
to their needs.”

During daytime hours when KOMA was
broadcasting the church worship service,
its signal covers 66 of Oklahoma’s 77 coun-
ties. But at night the wg's(ern half of the
United States receives thé' 50,000-watt sig-
nal

Radio and Television Commission mar-
keting director Claude Cox urged the church
to accept the station’s offer of the alternate
time despite its late hour, noting that
KOMA's signal covers 22 states and has a
listening audience of one million people.
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