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I must say tt 
Charles H. Ashcraft/ Executive Secretary -

A covenant, but no deal 
Jesus was a proble_m solving genius. This was his specialty. He brought a 

.lot of people from where he found them to the place they should be. He 
was a miracle man. He could do most anything in the lives of people, but 
not until the matter of personal commitment was settled "once and for all." 

' The shortest distance to frustration, bewilderment, confusion, misgiv-
ing and ruin is to attempt manipulation, exploitation, or patronization of 
the Lord. Many still are offering their services to the Lord with certain reser- , 
vations, conditions, terms, arrangements, options, alternatives, arid 
bargaining. It begins with "I will follow you, Lord, but let me first ..." 
ending with "Let the dead bury the dead." (Luke 9:57-62).· 

Among the many proposals of this nature, I hear these. (1) First, let me 
succeed in business. (2) First, let me get my family all up and away. (3) First, I 
want to serve within a 50 mile radius of my aged parents. (4) First, I must 
have assurances on wage scales. and fringe benefits. (5) First, I must be sure 
it will not upset my close friends who may not understand. (6) First, I must 
be near enough to look after my property, which is very dear to me. (7) 
First; I must sow a few wild oats, I must not miss anything. (8) First, I must 
wait until the economy settles and we know what the future holds. (9) First, 
I must check on .country club membership, (10) First, I must work out all the 
particulars. 

The type of commitment required by Jesus does not allow secondary, 
intermediary, subservient, or w<:>rldly wise matters to be entered in the dis­
cussions. The stern rebuke, "let the dead bury the dead," is the language of 
a determined Lord. It admits to no misunderstanding. It encourages no 
deals. It demands total obedience. Anything less is intolerable, unaccep­
table, and worthy only of heaven's wrath. 

Are we willing to renew our degree of commitment to Christ? Are we 
-still holding out for a better deal? Are we still attempting to set the terms? 
Our Lord will enter a covenant with us but no deals. A covenant requir:es 
no less commrtment, so let'.s settle that once and for all. Christ is ready to 
extend all kindness, compassion, understanding and patience in working 
out our problems. He demands a worthy response. 

I must say it! 

In this issue 

Another viewpoint 5 
Readers will get the viewpoint of 
another Arkansas Baptist woman 
as Evelyn Eubank writes "Woman's 
viewpoint" during the month of 
April. 

CP·day 12 
This week's cover calls to Arkansas 
Baptists' attention the emphasis 
on the Cooperative Program 
t h-r o ugh obs er v a n c e of 
Cooperative Program Day on 
April 17. 

Film on Jesus 15 
A somewhat controversial film on 
the life of Jesus, part of which was 
shown on television last Sunday 
and which will be concluded 
Easter Sunday, portrays Jesus as 
the Savior, says a Baptist who has 
previewed it. 

Moral priorities 16 
More than 500 Baptists from across 
the country met in Mississippi 
recently to discuss the Christian's 
role in establishing moral 
priorities. Arkansans, including 
the ABSC executive Secretary, 
.were there to hear a variety of 
speakers. 
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The editor's page 
Methods of leadership 

J. Ever~ttSneed -Many congregations settle for second best 
because the leaders use wrong methods. A dynamic 
church is set apart from mediocre ones by effective 
leadership. Successful church leaders are people 
called of God to apply the techniques of Christ in 
developing local congregations. . 

Pastors, vocational staff workers and lay leaders 
need a sense of qll to their place of leadership and 
service. While the scripture is much clearer regarding 
the call of a pastor or vocational Christian leader, there 
is evidence that God has a place of service for every 
Christian. Acceptance of a leadership position should 
be in response to God's direction. Such a call will pre-

. vent many problems and provide opportunity for 
church growth and development. 

A person who is serving where he. feels God wants 
him is much more willing to work. Leadership is hard 
work. The individual who is not willing to put himself 
into his work will accomplish very little. Paul spoke 
often of his labors. On one occas1on the apostle said 
that he worked both night and day among the 
brethren (I Thess. 2:9). 

Anyone in a place .of leadership should love the 
people of the church. People know when they are 
loved and they will respond much better to proper 
motivation than they will to coercion. 

It is essential that a leader be humble. One of the 
most destructive forces in any leader's life is ego or 
pride. No matter how effective a leader may appear to 
be, when his success is measured by the absolutes of 

Guest editorial/Seminary extension 
Seminary Extension has meant much to me in my 

ministry. It is a program dev.eloped by the Southern 
Baptist Convention to assist pastors such as myself to 
make their ministry more effective. It has helped me 
specifically in Bible knowledge, skills, ministry and 
dealing with problems and stress. 

I, like many others, had not heard of seminary ex­
tension until I surrendered to the ministry. My as­
sociational missionary, Harrison Johns, helped me 
enroll and there is no way I could repay for the 
educational help I have received. Very soon I hope to 
receive my certificate from the seminary extension 
department. The only regret I have is n.ot having 

. worked with more eagerness and received the cer­
tificate some time ago. This would not mean that I 
would quit taking courses. For you see, I believe we as 
Christians should follow the Apostle Paul's exhortation 
to Timothy, "Be diligent to present yourself approved 
to God as a workman who does not need to be 

• ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth" (2 
Timothy 2:15 NASS). 

Since Seminary Extension is sponsored bY. 
Southern B~ptists it is designed to meet the needs of 
pastors and lay people. Courses deal with such things 
as Bible theology, church history, ministerial ethics, 
preparation and delivery of sermons. 

I am convinced that with the growing knowledge 
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God, his efforts are inadequate. This is equally true for 
the lay leader or the vocational one. 

Jesus was a perfect example of a . leader. He 
focused on the individual. This was true whether he 
was dealing with a lost person such as the woman at 
the well (John 4:4-30) or whether it was a disciple who 
had committed sin, such as Peter (John 21). In every in­
stance, Christ's objective was ~o assist the person to 
have right standing with God and to reach the max­
imum potential of his life. 

Jesus focused on the scripture. He never deluded 
the Old Testament with relativistic philosophy; The Bi­
ble truths provide the greatest motivation for Chris­
tians. 

Our Master's leadership focused on himself. 
. When people consistently serve Christ, it is because 
they have made him the Lord of their lives. As people 
become Christ-centered, fleshly ambitions will disap­
pear and they will desire to serve wherever God wants 
them to be. 

Finally, our Lord's leadership focused on purpose. 
Jesus had clear-cut objectives for his ministry. These 
goals had to be carried out in three and one-half years. 
The effective church always has goals and a timetable 
in which they hope to achieve them. These objectives 
will need to be adjusted in many instances. But it al­
lows leaders to realistically evaluate their work. Chris­
tian leaders will find no better example than the 
leadership of Christ. The closer we follow his pattern 
the better our results will be. 

anq training which we are now experi~:mcing fn the 
field of education, it is imperative for each church 
leader to be alert and wise in the Word of God, in 
leadership training and in every aspect of church­
related vocation. These learning experiences can be 
received from seminary extension courses and then 
exercise what you have learned by action in commit-
ment. · · 

These courses may be received in two ways: {1) 
home study, that is, by correspondence, and (2) by 
classes usually set up by the association. I highly 
recommend the class learning experience because of 
the advantage of the teacher presenting the material 
and fellowship with other students. 

It is my joy to recommend Seminary Extension to 
men who are interested in continuing their education; 

· The courses are designed so _that the ·individual wh_o 
has not attended colleg·e may attend. Those who have 
attended college and seminary find the courses can be 
helpful to them. I would also want to impress upon the 
hearts and minds of all Christians that it is never too 
late to study and learn, to be more r.eady to exalt the 
Lord who saved us. - J. R. Hull, pastor of Rosebud 
Church, is enrolled iri his last seminary extension 
course and will soon receive his certificate for the 
course of study. 
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. 1 Letter to the editor__One laym'an's opinion 
Reclaiming members: 
a different viewDaniel R. Grant / President, OBU 
. in one of your recent magazine issues 

you published an article in regard to th~ 
· membership of the churches that hadThe succes_s·story of Tiger Traks drifted away from church attendance 
and suggested ways of returning those ·Every now and then I am tempted to uppercjass students. Last year the 
_persons to the church fold.join the chorus of those who ask the • momentum · increased and they more 

it is my belief that, if the needs ofquestion, "What's the younger genera­ than doubled their accomplishment and 
those persons who have drifted awaytion coming to?" Two or three things awarded eighteen $500 scholarships. 

are \Yrong with the spirit of that ques­ This year Finance Chairman Wesley . had been met, they would not have left . 
the church in the first place.tion, however. The question .is not in Kluck and President Mike Carroll are 

Often times, ministers will make akeeping with the times. It may have confident they will meet the challenging 
statement from the pulpit, "That Godbeen appropriate in the recent and goal of 30 scholarships, and they have 
can use anyone," this is true; but when more remote past, but my own genera­ made a believer out of me. Tiger Trilks 
certain individuals come forward totion of adu lts (who must bear heavy Ill will be h'eld at Ouachita on Friday 
answer that call, it Is no longer God'sresponsibility for the Watergate era, the and Saturday, ·April 15-16. The array of 
calling, ·but man's screening. Man saysbadly managed Vietnam War, and a events intludes trike races for women 
who can and can not work in theseemingly uncontrollable appetite for on Friday night, a celebrity tennis ex­
church. Thus those individuals' needsbodies arid homes broken by narcotics, nibition on Saturday fT10rning, including 
are not met and a drifting away begins.divorce, and obscenity) deserves te> be the returnig Fess Parker and Ron Ely 
Jeremiah 23:1 warns pastors to ,beincluded in the question. · who said they would not dare miss it 
careful how they lead their f lock orbike ra_ces for men .on Saturday' after~ 
~u~h. . .As a matter of fact, some students at noon, and a concluding concert ori 
'. I am also convinced America couldOuachita Baptist University are causing Saturday night with the Oak Ridge Boys. 

me to ask, ."What is the younger genera­ The latter group won the 1977 Grammy have been spared some of its-crime,·had 
there been an adequate working in all .tion coming to?" in a totally different Award for the best gospel song, and 
the churches; by letting those who feltlight. These are the members of the they were featured during the national · 
called to work in certain church· ac­Ouachita Student Foundation, whose television presentation. 
tivities work with God's leading instead slogan is "Stude'nts Helping bther Tiger Traks Ill is planned and carried 
of man's screening. · .Students". One of their major purposes out by you rig people, but it deserves the 

Many pastors also take the negativeis to.raise money for scholarships which support of adults. We can help in many. 
view, if someone feels offended, soare awarded to their deserving fellow ways: by giving one of the $500 
what. Again I do not believe·this wouldstudents. Their principal means of rais- scholarships; by giving $100 to sponsor 

, ing these scholarships Is an unusual on_e <;>f the competing teams; and by be Christ's way. Christ's way is love and 
reconciliation. Those who are offendedthing called Tiger .Traks, which they bringing a bus load of young people to 

modestly bill .as"A·rkansas' most exciting the Ouachita campus for one or more of need help the same as the elite of the 
membership. •college weekend". They have just about the exciting events during April 15-16. 

Yes, I agree that those who haveconvinced me that it really is. One of the best ways to counteract the 
drifted away need to be brought backbad news we hear about young people 
into the church fold by love and helpJust two years ago; their first year of today is to · encourage · and support 
the same as new converts should be ' operation, they raised and awarded young people . when they bring good _ 
won.seven $50_0 scholarships to deserving news - like Tiger Traks Ill. 

This cari only b~ done by Christ­
centered pastors and :church leaders. 

The love of Christ is the key that un­
locks all doors. - Clara Ray, Fayette-

N&WS about missionaries _____;_______ ·vil_le,_Ar_k.___.______ 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe W. Bruce, mis­ Jordan). He was born in Bakersfield, vice (address: _P.O. Box 137, Limuru, · 
sionaries to Honduras, have completed Calif., and grew up near Huntington, Kenya). They are natives of Pine Bluff, 
furlough and returned to the field (ad­ · Ark. The former Faye Mcclendon, she Ark . .She is the former Rene Boschetti. 
dress: Apartado 279, ,Tegucigalpa, D.C., was born in Springdale, Ark., and grew Before they were appointed by the 
Honduras, CA.). A native of Missouri, up there, Waldron, Mena and Mans­ Foreign Mission Board in 1976, he had a 
he was born in Clarkton and gr.ew up in fi_eld, Ark.; Heavener, Okla.; and private dental practice in Pine Bluff. 
Qulin. Mrs. Bruce, the former Shirley Neosho, . Mo. Before they were 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald E. Schleiff; mis­Plumlee, was born in Clarendon, ' Ark., 'em!ploy.ed by the Foreign Mission Board 
sionaries to Rhodesia, have arrived• in and .also lived in Ft. Worth; re·x; Before in 1976, they were living in Ketchikan; 
the States for .furlough (address: 9Hthey we·re appointed by the · Foreign Alaska, · where they were serving as 
Glendale, Jonesboro, Ark: 72401). BothMission Board in 1971, they were living thristian Service Corps volunteers un­
are natives of Arkansas. He was horn inin Ft. Worth, and he was pa'stor of Valley der the Southerri Baptist Home Mission 
Ft. Smith and lived there and. in nearbyCreek Church, Leonard, Tex. Board. They worked with Trinity BaJjtist 
Charleston whi le growing up. She is theChurch there. · 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. (Bob) Geige;, former Barbara Robertson of Monette, · 
missionary associates to Jordan, have ar­ Dr. and Mrs. Harold E. Mit£hell, mis- Ark. Before they were appointed by the 
rived on the field for their. first term of sionaries to Tanzania, have arrived on Foreign Mission Board ir,i 1967, he was 
service (adclress~ P.O. Box 5092,Amman, the field to begin their first term of ser- pastor of Calvary Church, Hope, Ark .. 
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Woman's viewpoint 
Evelyn K. Eubank . 

It will be all right 
When problems or difficulties arose in 

my family I always talked with my Dad. 
He was quite elderly; his memory and 

· hearing were faulty, yet these handicaps 
were no barriers to his giving full atten­
tion to anything I wanted to discuss. 

He had no magic solutions or instant 
answers. Rather, the help came from his 
show of love and concern. He sat quietly 
and listened as I poured out an anxiety 
or any frustration. More than once I was 
touched by the tears in his eyes as I 
shared the difficulties of some young 
person close to our family. His compas­
sion was a rare quality in those years 
when everyone seemed "too busy". 

An exposition of First John 

Then as I started to leave he would 
rise, place a hand on my shoulder and 

· say, "Give it some time; it will be all 
right." And as I left the burden was a lit­
tle lighter; my hope a little stronger. 

My father is gone now and no one will , 
ever take his place. Still, remembering 
the love and understanding of an 
earthly father makes it easy for me to go 
to a Heavenly Father with a burden or 
care; an infinitely loving father who 
knows our every need even before we 
ask. I Peter 5:7 says, "Cast every worry 
you have upon Him, because He cares 
for you." (Williams) 

Other tests of the spirits · 
by Roy B. Hilton 

·(Eleventh in a series) 

We are continuing to test the spirits 
according to John's advice . in 4:1. Last 
week we applied the test of Doctrine 
and the test of truth. Today we come to 
the test of love (4:7-12). 

John never grows weary of talking 
about love. He is known as the Apostle 
of love. Tradition has it that long after he 
was able to move about the Elders of the 
Church would carry him on his cot 
before the assembly and he would teach 
the brethren. He would always close by 
saying, · "Little Children, love one 
another: for love is of God." 

This letter is filled with this same ex­
hortation. He writes of it in 2:1-11 as 
evidence of one's walking in the light. 
He writes of it again in 3:10-18 as a vital 
part of righteousness. And in the pas­
sage before us he writes of it as a reflec­
tion of the love of God in our lives. 
There are three things to be noted: 

love's divine essence (vs. 8) 
The word for love as used here is 

"AGAPE". This is love that God is. It is 
the John 3:16 kind of love. All Agape 
love has its origin in God. He is its 
source. This love is more than an at­
tribute of God. He has many attributes 
but he is love. This kind of love 
motivates the entire being of Gcid. 

love's divine example (vs, 9, 10) 
"God's love was manifest toward us as 

he sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins." Here 
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. again is the perfect tense that John is so 
careful to use. It means that the provi­
sion was made and is still in effect. The 
word "propitiation" had a pagan origin 
meaning to appease and render 
favorable. They brought gifts to appease 
the wrath and anger of their gods so as 
to win his favour. 

But our God is different. He sent 
Christ, not out of anger, but out of love. 
Christ's death was an act of God's grace. 
It restored a lost relationship. Through 
this sacrifice we have life in Him, vs. 9. 
There is a great difference between ex­
istence and life. All men have existence 
but not all have life. "I am come that 
they might have life, and that more 
abundantly." Jesus said, "I am the way, 
the truth, and the life." This kind of life 
and love that has been bestowed upon 
us has a right to expect something from 
us. 
Love's divine ex~tatlon (vs. 7, 11, 12) 

"If God so loved us we ought to love 
(you would think John would say love 
God, _but he doesn't. He says we ought 
to love) one another." No man hath 
seen God at any time; but if the world 
can see the love of God in our heart as it 
is demonstrated toward our brother it 
will have seeri the love of God in action. 
In this way the world can see God (vs. 
12). The world can only measure our 
love for God as we manifest this love for 
our brethren. 

God is love. This love was manifest at 
the cross. We are to reflect it to the · 
world. This is the test of love. 

April writer 
Evelyn K. Eubank will be the 

writer of "Woman's viewpoint" 
during April. She is one of four 
Arkansas Baptist women sharing 
their viewpoints in the column 
during 1977. 

Mrs. Eubank, who grew up in 
North Little Rock and still lives 
there, is married to Claude 0. 
Eubank. She is the mother of two 
grown children, Elaine and Tim. 

She is the author of a book, 
"Indelible Footprints", now in its 
third printing, which traces the 
history of North Little Rock and 
the people who helped build the 
city. Mrs. Eubank is the daughter 
of pioneer settlers of the area. The 
book began as a column for the 
North Little Rock "Times" in 1973. 
The book was published in 1975, 
and another to be published will 
contain current columns. 

She has edited a book, "The 
First Century of the First United 
Methodist Church" of North Little 
Rock, which will be published this 
year. Mrs. Eubank is now working 
on a history of Pike Avenue 
Church, North Little Rock, where 
she is a member . 

Get SBC messenger 
cards from state 

Messengers to the annual 
meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in June need to take 
with them proper credentials in 
the form of messenger cards. 
These cards can be obtained only 
from the office of the state ex­
ecutive secretary. Because the 
church must supply statistical in- · 
formation on the card and have it 
signed by the moderator or clerk, 
messenger cards should be se­
cured as soon as possible. 

W. Fred Kendall, SBC registra­
tion Secretary, said that some 
years there have been as many as 
5,000 messengers who attempted 
to register without proper creden­
tials, and that it was impossible for 
the Credentials Committee to in­
terview that many people. 

Churches should check Article 
Ill of the SBC Constitution and 
Bylaw Number 1 to determine if 
they qualify to send messengers. 

Send requests for messenger 
cards to Executive Secretary, 
Arkansas Baptist. State Conven­
tion, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, 
Ark. 72203. 
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Arkansas all over __________________ 
Tillar Church held a spring revival 

March 12-19 with Charles Sandusky of 
Dyess as evangelist. There were two ad­
ditions to the church. Robin Allen is 
pastor. . 

"Reconciliation", a singing group 
from Ouachita University, will present a 
program at Sherwood First Church April 
23-24. John H. Colbert is pastor. 

Jack Nicholas, pastor of Southern Col­
lege, Walnut Ridge, was guest speaker at 
both worship services of Piggott First 
Church on March 27. 

T.he youth choir of Hixson Church, 
Hixson, Tenn., presented a concert of 
sacred music at Hot Springs First Church 
on April 5. Hot Springs First Church 
youth choir will visit the Hixson Church 
enroute to Ridgecrest Baptist Encamp-

.ment in June. · 
Walnut Street Church, Jonesboro, 

held a deacon ordination service in eve­
ning worship services March 27. Bill 
Graham was ordained. Derrell B. 
Whitehurst is pastor. 

Youth of Monticello Second Church 
recently observed a week of discipleship 
at which time they were responsible for 
all areas of the church's ministry. Youth 
leaders for the week were Joe 
Chambers, · pastor; Richard Barnes, 
minister• of music and youth; and Robert 
Handley, Sunday School Director. 
Department directors were Mark 
Bagwell, adult; Kim Folker, senior high; 
Bryant Robbins, junior high; and Terry 
Carter, children. 

Solgohachla Church will hold a spring 
revival April 25-30 with · Jerry Jolly as 
evangelist. Bobby Yarbrough is pastor. 

Calvary Church, Texarkana, Wi II 
celebrate its 30th anniversary on April 17 
with former members and friends of the 
church invited to the celebration. Bob­
by Renfro is pastor. 

Youth Sunday was observed by Trinity 
Church, Ft. Smith, on March 27 with 
young people teaching and leading in 
Sunday School. David Pierson delivered 
the evening message and music was led 
by Terry Whitledge. Ken Freemyer is 
pastor. 

The senior high choir, ensemble; and 
handbell choir of Geyer Springs Church, 
Uttle Rock, presented aspecial program 
in evening services on March 27. Tim B. 
Blann is music director. 

Tile sanctuary choir of Trinity Church, 
Blytheville, presented "Alleluia" by Bill 
and Gloria Gaither on Sunday after­
noon, April 3. Leland Hurt was director 
for the presentation. On Sunday eve­
ning, April 10, the choir will present"A 
Miracle of Love" by Joe Parks. Thomas 
D. Robinson is pastor. 

Earle Church held a revival March 13-
20 with Billy Walker as evangelist. Karl 
Weathers was in charge of music. 

Youth Week was observed in Sunny­
side Church, Rogers, March 13-20. Ac­
tivities were held throughout the week 
and on Sunday morning the youth con­
ducted services. Eddie Silcott delivered 
the message. Harold Sadler is pastor. 

Cross Road Church, little Rock, 
climaxed its spring revival with a 
covered dish luncheon, followed by 
baptismal services in the evening. There 
were 17 professions of faith during the 
revival. Three generations were 
represented at the baptism service as 
Alex Russell, his daughter, Peggy, and 
two grandchildren were baptized. 

Ft. Smith First Church moved into its 
1977 fiscal year with a budget of $841,023 
with $200,000 of this designated for 
Cooperative Missions. Tripp Elder, 
business administrator of the church, 
said, "The giving record of Ft. Smith First 
Church has increased by eight percent 
over the previous year." In addition, the 
church has engaged in a building fund 
campaign to finance a $1,000,000 
education-fellowship facility. William L. 
Bennett is pastor. 

The Greater Little Rock Ouachita 
Club will have its annual "Spring Fling" 
at the home of Bob and Marianne Gos­
ser on April 30. There will be games, 
food and entertainment. Those needing 
further'information may call 374-5475 or 
371-0507, OBU Little Rock .office. 

Norfork First Church held ground­
breaking ceremonies on March 20 for a 
new educational building. The two~ 
story facility -will have 1500 square feet 
and will cost approximately $15,000. Paul 
Huskey is pastor. Building committee 
members are John Marks, Rusty McFall 
and Joe Hudson. Tr~y Melton, Director 
of Missions for White River Association, 
was present for the groundbreaking and 
led in prayer. 

A Christian Family Life Seminar was 
held at Park Hill Church, North little 
Rock, on March 25. Bill Wellons was 
leader. 

Huntsville First Church held a revival 
March 14-20. Evangelist was Richard 
Grisham, pastor of Date Street Church, 
Plainview, Tex. Sam Dunham is pastor. 
Dunham was evangelist for a revival 
held at West Fork Church March 28-
April 3. Music for the West Fork revival 
was under direction of David Savage. 

A revival team from Ouachita Univer­
sity conducted revival services at Hardin 
Church April · 1-3. David Chappell is 
pastor. 

Ironton Church, Uttle Rock, will hold 
a spring revival April 17-22 with K. Alvin 
Pitt, pastor of Baring Cross Church, 
North Little Rock, as evangelist. Bill 
Bowen is pastor. 

The concert choir of Southern Col­
lege, Walnut Ridge, presented a sacred 

concert in the morning worship services 
at Osceola First Church on March 20. 

Marvin Reynolds, missionary to Bot­
swana, Africa, is evangelist for revival 
services being held by Mt. Carmel 
Church, Cabot, April 3-8. Ron Griffin is 
pastor. 

Tommy and Dianne Winders of 
Tupelo, Miss., an evangelist team, are 
leading revival services at Cabot First 
Church. April 3-7. Keith Loyd is pastor. 

Fayetteville First Church is holding"A 
Week Called Holy" services April 3-7 
with Milton ·Ferguson, president of 
Midwestern Seminary, as guest speaker. · 
Mark Short, church music director, is in 
charge of music. 

Wynne Church has called Paul Fulks 
Jr. of Jonesboro to serve as summer 
youth director. John R. Maddox is 
pastor. 

A quartet from Magazine First Church 
presented special music in the evening 
worship hour at Booneville First Church 
on March 27. 

Ashdown First Church held services 
on April 3 dedicating the piano, organ 
and hand bells. The special services were 
held during the morning worship hour. 
Bob Little is pastor. 

East End Church, Hensley, will hold a 
spring revival April 17-22. Clifford 
Burney of Fairfield,Jll.,.will be evangelist 
and Jay Gore from Cabot First Church 
will direct music: W. H. Jenkins is pastor. 
The church has recently appointed 
youth and senior citizens committees. 
The Senior Citizens will meet bi­
monthly for Bible study, followed by a 
potluck luncheon. 

Benton County youth will hold a rally 
on Saturday, April 23, at Monte Ne 
Church, Rogers. Ministerial and/or 
volunteer male stud~nts from Ouachita 
University will be in charge of the 
program. Bedford Jackson is Director of . 
Missions for the association. 

Paragould First Church held ayouth 
revival April 1-3 with Faron Rogers of 
Paragould as evangelist. Brandon Wiley 
of Hobbs, N.M., was song leader; 
Sharon Floyd of El Dorado was featured 
soloist; and Ann Bishop of Bradley, Ark., 
was pianist. 

The adult choir of Springdale First 
Church will present a musical, "Go Tell 
Your World", on Easter .Sunday eve­
ning. Robert Wagoner is minister of 
music. 

The youth of Temple Church, Rogers, 
presented a musical program at Gentry 
First Church on March 25. Guest 
speaker at the Gentry church on March 
20 was Bedford Jackson, Director of Mis­
sions for Benton County Association. 
W. W. Dishongh is pastor. 

lee Memorial Church, Pine Bluff, 
designated February as Bible Apprecia-
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tion month in Sunday School. Atten­ at Calvary Church, West Memphis, un­ and an evangelistic message. 

der direction of Ray Tittle. James Watson, missionary to Mexico,dance and monthly average records 
was guest speaker on March 27 at Beechwere broken during this special month, McGehee First Church will hold a Bi- . Street First Church, Texarkana, J. W.which was followed in March with a ble Study Week April 24-29 with Roy Adams Jr. is pastor.revival led by Bill Fitzhugh, evangelist. Hilton of El Dorado in charge. This study Southwest Association held a youthThere were 138 decisions made during will be preceded by a week of prayer led rally on Saturday, March 26, at Hickorythe revival with 42 of .these baptized on by deacons of the church. Street Church, Texarkana. The programSunday evening, March 20. Jack L. Cooperative Program Day will be included the Singing Corinthians, theRamsey is pastor. · . observed by Russellville Second Church New Life Singe·rs, and Freddie Pike,

Mrs. Dennis Baw is conducting a Bible on April 17. Speaker for the morning Youth Consultant from the Arkansas
study for women of Dumas First Church. worship hour will be Roy Lewis, As­ Baptist State Convention Sunday SchoolPark Place Church, Hot Springs, held a sociate Executive Secretary of Arkansas Department.
weekend revival April 1-3. Neal Raborn, Baptist Convention. James Bryant is Revival services began March 27 at
pastor of Bethany Church, Huntsville, pastor. The adult choir of the church Immanuel Church, Little Rock. Don
Ala.~ was evangelist. Jim Butler was in will present the cantata "Hallelujah Moore was evangelist for the spring
charge of the music program. J. W. What a Savior" on Easter Sunday morn­ revival. Guest musicians were Ron and
Royal is interim pastor. ing. Truman Owens is director. Pat Owens of Ft. Worth, Tex. 

Pulask( Heights Church, Little Rot:k, Russellville First Church observed The adult choir of Fordyce - First 
will observe Youth Week April 17-24 youth week March 27-April 3. Jon Clack Church presented a choral cycle "The 
with the youth serving in various posi­ was youth pastor; Rusty Johnson was Night Before" on Sunday evening, April
tions of leadership. Jerry Warmath is music director; and Don Spradlin was 3. The program ·concerning the final 
pastor. minister of education-administration. week of Christ's earthly ministry was un­
· Sunset Lane Church, Little Rock, is Musicians were Julia Edmonson, der direction of Ben G. Pilgreen, music 

holding a youth-led revival April 4-10 organist, and Sue Longtail, pianist. minister. 
with a team from Ouachita University in · The Gary Hines Evangelistic team led Central Church, Magnolia, will hold 
charge. Edward B. Edmondson is pastor. evening services at Ashdown First revival services April 17-22. W. 0. 

An Easter cantata "Can It Be?" was Church on March 20. Services included Vaught, pastor of Immanuel Church, Lit­
presented in evening services on April 3 special music, a puppet presentation tle Rock, will be evangelist. 

Arkansas all over _______________ people 
W, G. "Bud" church. Richard Lisk is pastor. 

Davis has been John R. Latta, member of New Hope 
called by Forrest Church, Pollard, died on March 15 at 
City Second age 56. He had been a member of the 
Church to serve as New Hope Church since 1938. 
associate pastor. He John Dresbach, minister of music and · 
will work with the youth at Osceola First Church, recently · 
pastor, D. C. Mc- returned from a 16-day mission tour of 
Atee, in the areas of Brazil, as a member of The Centurymen, 
visitation and a singing group composed of Southe.rn 
preaching. David Baptist Ministers of Music in 21 states, 

.preached on March Davis Baker Lee sponsored by the Radio and Television 
16 aAd March 20 in Commission. Dresbach served as ac-
the absence of the pastor who was in re- Eddie Lee, son of. Mr. and Mrs. Wil- companist for the tour. · · 
vival in Texas. liam A. Lee of Pine Bluff, has been Newell Poteet assumed the pastorate 

Edward G. Baker, pastor of Union- selected for inclusion in Who's Who of Lamar Church on March 20. Poteet, 
town Church, northwest of Van Buren, Among Students in American Colleges who has been a pastor in Oklahoma the 
since March 1965 has resigned, effect- and Universities. Lee is a second year past five years, has a bachelor of 
ive March 27. While serving the Union- student at Midwestern Seminary and is theology degree. In Oklahoma he was 
town Church Baker led the church in studying for both the master of divinity pastor of Eldon Church near Tahlequah, 
construction of their entire church plant and master of religious education which was second highest in the associa-
in four separate building programs, and degrees. Nominated to the directory by tion last year in baptisms. Poteet and his 
in increasing membership from 38 to both faculty and fellow students, lee wife, Loretta, are parents of three 
243. Baker has led in work with the was accepted on the basis of his out- children, Rhonda, Ronald and Elisha. 
Cherokee Indians, and the church has standing achievemen.ts and capabilities. . Rev. and Mrs, Ernest Anderson of El 
purchased four buses, begun a mobile Paso, White County, celebrated their 
evangelistic film ministry, and had Jewel and Orville Ray, members of 60th wedding anniversary with open 
several men surrender to the ministry. England First Church for more than 20 house at their home Sunday, April 3. 
Baker is presently chairman of the Bap- years, were honored on Sunday, March They were married on March 31, 1917, ;it 
tist Vista Assembly Board; was a member 13, by the church family as they England, Ark. Anderson is a retired, Bap-
of the long-range planning committee prepared to leave England to make their tist minister and postmaster. Mrs: 
for the camp; and has served as camp retirement home in Springdale, Ark. Ray Anderson is the former Etta Golden. 
pastor for the main encampment; Baker bad served as chairman of deacons, and They are parents of four children, H. B. 
delivered the annual message to Clear Mrs. Ray had taught in several Sunday Anderson, Mrs. G. T. Hooten, Mrs. P. A. 
Creek Association in 1973 and served as School departments and was a leader for Prince, all of North Little Rock, and 
moderator of the association in 1974 and Bible Study fellowship. They were Durwin Anderson of El Paso. They have 
1975. presented with a cut-glass dish by the (continued on page 8) 
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___________________people 
seven grandchildren and six great­
grandchildren. 

Chatfield Church has called Grady H. 
Mimbs as their pastor. Mimbs is the son 
of Mrs. C. L. Mimbs of Macon, Ga., and 
is married to the former Margaret 
Fulford. They are parents of two 
daughters, Brina and Sherri. Mimbs is a 
student at Mid-America Seminary. 

George Simi, Baptist Student Union 
Director from the University of Arkansas 
at Monticello, was guest speaker at 
Eudora Church on _March 27. His wife, 
Shirley, presented special music. Jimmy 
D. Wallace is pastor. 

BIii Elder, professor in the Religion 
Department of Ouachita University, was 
pulpit guest at Camden First Church on 
March 20. 

Jack McKinnon has been called as 
pastor of Scranton First Church. McKin­
non is a graduate of Ouachita University 
and Southwestern Seminary. He has 
served churches in Texas, New Mexico 
and Arkansas. He and his wife, Mary, are 
parents of three children, Danny, 
Regenia, and Leona. 

Yocana Church near Mena has called 
A, C. Lyle■ as pastor. 

Allen Thra1her, pastor of Forrest Park 
Church, Pine Bluff, conducted a revival 
at Plum Bayou Church, Wright, March 
21-27. 

[e}..__Th_e_So-ut-he-rn_~_accent 
Easter's real meaning 

Once a year comes the glorious Easter 
Season. It comes each spring either in 
the latter part of March or in the first 
part of April when the earth is awaken­
ing from its long winter's sleep. The 
trees are budding; the flowers are 
blooming; and the birds are singing. 
Easter is all this and more. 

For the Christian, Easter is not only 
more but much more. In Easter the 
Christia'n celebrates the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The resurrection 
has been called the keystone in the arch 
of Christianity. It lies at the very heart of 
the Christian religion. The enemies of 
Jesus hired the Roman soldiers to say 
that his disciples stole his body from the · 
tomb. But this could not have been so 
because the disciples of Jesus were not 
lookin,g for him to rise from the dead. 
Their whole world had collapsed with 
the crucifixion as expressed by the two 
on the road to Emmaus: "But we trusted 
that it had been he which should have 
redeemed Israel" (Luke 24:21). In 

Emery Atkinson has been called to 
serve as pastor of Plant Church near 
Clinton. This church is in Van Buren 
County Association where Refus 
Caldwell is director of missions. 

Robert Wagoner and his wife, Anita, 
recently observed their fifth year with 
Springdale First Church. Wagoner is 
minister of music and youth for the 
church. 

Tommy Lee Crisco of Beebe, a Baptist 
minister, died on March 26 in Beebe fol­
lowing a long illness. He had been 
pastor of churches in Calvary, 
Independence and Caroline Associa­
tions. Funeral services were held on 
March 29 at El Paso Church with burial 
in• Antioch Cemetery. Survivors include 
his wife, Mrs. Marie Spradlin Crisco; 
two sons, Tommy Dale with the Air 
Force in Texas and Carroll W. with the 
Army in Oklahoma; two daughters, Mrs. 
Debbie Williams of. Austin and Miss 
Donette Crisco of Beebe; his mother; 
four brothers and three sisters. 

Harry Woodall, who is working in 
pastoral counseling at the Ouachita 
Regional Counseling and Mental Health 
Center, was guest speaker at Central 
Church, Hot Springs, on March 27. He is 
an associate pastor at Hot Springs First 
Church and a part-time instructor at 
Garland County Community College. 

Jerusalem the apostles were hiding in 
fear behind closed doors when the first 
news of the resurrection reached them. 
Jesus had told them that he would rise 
on the thi_rd day but they had not under­
stood. Therefore, the first news of the 
resurrection "seemed to them as idle 
tales, and they believed them not" 
(Luke 24:11). 

They did not believe that Jesus had 
risen from the dead until he appeared to 
them the evening of the resurrection 
day. Thomas was absent and refused to 
believe until he saw Jesus a week later. 
By his post-resurrection appearances 
Jesus convinced his disciples that he had 
risen from the dead. They were trans­
formed from men filled with doubts and 
fear into courageous preachers of the 
resurrection who were willing to suffer 
imprisonment and even death rather 
than deny the resurrection. 

There have been skeptics from the 
very beginning who said that there is no 
such thing as a resurrection. Greek 
philosophy denied the po_ssibility of the 
resurrection. To these Paul named 
several individuals to whom the risen 
Christ had appeared and then said that 
Jesus was seen by more than 500 at one 
time (I Cor. 15:5-8). What a great crowd 
of witnesses to the reality of the resur­
rection I The resurrection of Jesus 

Leland Hurt, minister of music and 
youth at Trinity Church, Blytheville, 
recently participated in a revival . in 
Covington, Tenn. 

S. Ray Crews, pastor of Osceola First 
Church, was honored by the church in 
recognition of his sixth anniversary with 
the church. An engraved plaAue com­
memorating the event, and an album of 
letters of appreciation from church 
members were presented to Dr. Crews. 

R. WIibur Herring, pastor of Central 
Church, Jonesboro, will be evangelist 
for revivals at Gadsden, Ala., and 
Gainesville, Ga., during the month of 
April. He will be assisted with the 
·Georgia revival by Laverne F. Pickett Jr., 
minister of music and staff coordinator, 
Central Church, Jonesboro. 

C. Lamar Lifer, pastor of Olivet 
Church, Little Rock, conducted a spring 
revival at Cord First Church. Speakers at 
the Olivet Church in his absence were 
Rudy Davis and John Minor. 

Bob Little, ·pastor of Ashdown First 
Church, was in Clute, Tex., March 27-
April 1, where he conducted revival ser­
vices at Temple Church. 

Jerry Wilcox, pastor of Lakeshore 
Drive Church, Little Rock, attended the 
Christian Life Commission Seminar in 
Jackson, Miss., last month. 

became the keynote of early Christian 
preaching. Jesus has promised, 
"because I live, ye shall live also" (John 
14:.19). 

The Resurrection of Jesus became the 
central truth proclaimed by the early 
Church. Paul defined his gospel in the 
statements "that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he 
was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day_accotding to the scriptures" (I 
Cor. 15:3-4). It took the resurrection to 
complete his work of redemption. Paul 
said very plainly, "If in this life only we 
. have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable, but now is Christ risen 
from the dead and become the first­
fruits of them that slept" (I Cor. 15:19-
20). 

On the first Easter morn Jesus rose 
from · the tomb. The empty tomb is a 
witness that we worship a risen and liv­
ing Saviour. He has become the "First­
fruits" of the harvest to come - the 
resurrection day. The Christian's hope is 
based on Christ's promise to everyone 
who believes on him that "I will raise 
him up at the last day" (John 6:40). 
Therefore, Easter not only celebrates 
Christ's resurrection nearly 2,000 years 
ago, but also looks forward to our own 
resurrection on the great resurrection 
day. - E. Fred Savage Jr. 
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· Preserving our heritage 

New/old controversies 
by Bernes K, Selph 

Much of the disturbance in religious 
circles today remind me of topics dis-
cussed on college campuses and in 
church papers when I entered Ouachita . 
College in .September, .1933. Long 
before this, theories of biblical revela-

part i cu I a r schemes of study. 
Pentecostalism made its bid for a hear-
ing. Evangelism and missions con-
stituted a vital part of the total picture, -
as well as one's devotional life. 

Then, as now,. there were those who 
·tion and methods of study had divided - · set themselves up as self-styled leaders 
Christendom into two camps, popularly to deliver God's people out of the 
called Modernism and Fundamentalism. . wilderness into the promised land. Men 
Definition of · these terms was not as 
clearly understood as the anathemas 
hurled by each side. That the battle had 
taken varied forms of attack through 
history was forgotten in the resurgance 
of enthusiasm that truth would .now be 
established once for all and error ir-
refutably exposed. Each side knew it had 
been called "to the kingdom for such a 
time as this." 

All points of Bible doctrine were con-
sidered: inspiration, revelation, 
predestination, salvation, God, Jesus 
Christ, the church, etc. Methods of in-
terpretation were scrutinized. Dispen-
sationalism clamored for a hearing. 
Proponents of Christ's immediate return 
saw signs on every hand; claiming not to , 
set dates they managed to do so in their 

declared themselves in fervid tones that 
there could be no other yvay than the 
way toward which they pointed. As a 
young preacher I was caught up in the 
discussions of the-hour. Some of these -
were healthy; much of them were the 
result of misguided zeal and harmful. As 
time passed I was able to see this and 
made other choices. Three things 
helped immeasureably: I made my own 
observations. I studied the Bible and 
history. I remembered a statement of 
my college pastor, Dr. H. L. Winburn, 
who said, "You .don't have to defend the 
Bible. Preach it. It will defend itself." 

Dr. Selph, retired from the pastorate 
of First Ch.urch, Benton, Is Executive 
Secretary of the Arkansas Baptist History 
Commission. 

Boyce Bible School term to · begin 
The fourth term of the Little Rock 

Boyce Bible Center ,will begin Friday, 
April 8, in the educational building of 
Central Baptist Hospital, 12th and 
Marshall Streets. New students may 
register from 5 to 6 p.m. that evening, 
and textbooks will be sold at that time. 

Limited dormitory space will be 
available to male students for Friday 
nights through the term._ Lodging is free 
but students must furnish linens. A 
cafeteria is available and free parking is 
provided nearby. A mileage allowance is 
available to commuting students who 
bring others in their car. 

The Little Rock Center is a part of the 
Boyce Bible School, a division of 
Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky. W. T. Holland . is director of 'the 

John Wright, pastor of Little Rock's First 
Church, was one of the chapel speakers 
during the past term.center. · 

· The following ·is the schedule 
courses for the term: 
Fri. 6:00- 7:55 p.m. 
Fri. 8:00- 8:1_5 p.m. 
Fri. ~:20-10:15 p.m. 

Fri. 8:20-10:15 p.m. 

Sat. 8:00- 9:55 a.m. 

Sat. 10:00-10:25 a.m. · 
Sat. 10:30-12:25 (noon) 

Sat. 1:00- 2:55 p.m. 
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.Foreign mission -briefs_ 
BANGKOK, Thailand - Hundreds of 

letters have been received by the Baptist 
Mass Communications Department 
here from persons requesting Christian · 
literature and asking questions. These 
letters are a result of a 30-minute televi­
sion program on the meaning of 
Christmas · which was broadcast on 
Christmas day last year. The program in­
cluded Christmas music followed by a 
message by .Wan Petchsongkram, presi-

.dent of the Thailand Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

NAIROBI, Kenya - Orville Boyd 
Jenkins, director of Baptist Communica-

. tions here, was elected . interim , ex­
ecutive director'of Afromedia, a Kenya­
based television and motion picture 
ministry of which Baptist Communica­
tions is a founding member. Jenkins is a 
Southern Baptist missionary from 
Oklahoma. Also elected to the Afro­
media staff was Van C. Payne, Southern 
Baptist missionary journeyman from , 
Mississippi. Payne will serve as producer 
in charge of the television division of 
the agency. 

Van C. Payne, Southern Baptist mis­
sionary journeyman from Mississippi, 
will direct a film unit frol'T'! Kenya in the 
filming of a companion film of the mis­
sion study book "School Someday". 
Casting director for the movie, which is 
based on the original story by Marjorie 
Moore Armstrong, is Rebekah A. Dan­
nelly, a missionary journeyman from 
Texas. 

ExecuJive secretaries, 
editors name offleers , 

CHARLESTON, S.C. (BP) - James H. 
Landes, executive director of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, and Jack 

· U. Harwell, editor of The Christian 
Index, weekly Baptist state paper in 
Georgia, were named presidents of the 
State Executive Secretaries Association _ 
of the Southern Baptist Convention and 
of the Southern Baptist Press Associa-
tion, respectively. . 

Other officers named during th'e con­
current meetings in Charleston of the 
two groups were: 

Executive secretaries group - Harold . 
C. Bennett, .executive secretary-

. treasurer of the Florida Baptist Conven­
tion, vice president, and Joe L. Ingram,_ 
executive director-treasurer of the Bap­
tist General Convention of Oklahoma, 
secretary-treasurer. 
! Press Association - John E. Roberts, 
editor . of the Baptist Courier, weekly 
news publication of South Carolina Bap­
tists, president-elect; and R. Gene 
Puckett, editor of the Maryland BaP,tist 
weekly news publication, re-elected 
secreta·ry-treasu rer. 
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Three Ouachita students exchange 
places with Japanese students 

Three Ouachita Baptist University students who were selected to the Japanese 
Exchange Program are(/. tor.) Stan Russ, Holly Gresham and David Smith. The 
three will study for one year at Seinan Gakuin University in Japan as part of the 
student e~change between the two universities. 

'The Student' adds summer issues 
NASHVILLE - The Student magazine, 

a periodical which contains ideas for 
personal growth and campus ministry 
for college students, will increase from 
nine to 12 issues each year, beginning 
with the July, 1977, issue. 

According to Charles Roselle, 
secretary of National.Student Ministries 
at the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board, special features in summer issues 
will highlight ways to make the summer 
months rewarding and productive for 
Christian young adults. 

The new issues also will include selec­
tions such as the annual "On to Col­
lege" emphasis to help prepare college­
bo·und high school seniors for the fall 
months. 

Additional issues of The Student will 
continue s.even regular features, in-. 
eluding "How io Become a Christian" 
and "Thinking About Marriage". 

The July, 1977, issue, the first new is­
sue, provides an indication of the con-• 
tent of future summer issues. 

Through extensive use of 
photographs, a special feature entitled 
"What Is BSU?" will give information on 
'Southern Baptist campus ministries 
throughout the country. 

"Moving On;' is the first in a three­
part series that deals with change. Arti­
cles focus on graduation, severing of 
traditional ties and challenges that may 
be faced for the first time in college. · 

Three Ouachita Baptist University stu­
dents have been awarded scholarships 
to Seinan Gakuin University in Fukuoka, 
Japan, as a part of an exchange program 
between the two schools, according to 
Raouf Halaby, assistant . professor of 
English at Ouachita and chairman of the 
Seinan Gakuin scholarship committee. 

Holly Gresham, a sophomore music 
major from Fordyce, was awarded a full 
scholarship which includes tuition, 
room and board and fees. David Smith, 
a sophomore chemistry major from 
Camden, and Stan Russ, a freshman 
political science major from Conway, · 
were awarded scholarships for . tuition 
only. 

The three students were chosen from 
eight applicants by the 10-member 
Japanese Exchange Committee which 
included various students, administra­
tion and faculty members. 

The purpose of the program is to give 
students a chance to receive a cultural 
and academic experience in a totally dif­
ferent environment, according to Hala­
by. The students will also take courses at 
the University which will apply to their 
degree plan at Ouachita. 

The three will leave for the Japanese 
University in August for a year of study 
and will return in June, 1978. They are 
the third group of Ouachita students to 
go to Japan as a part of the exchange 
program. 

Seinan Gakuin is a school of 7,000 stu- . 
dents. The Ouachita students will live in 
the International Division of the Univer­
sity, which has exchange ·students from 
Europe and the United States. 

Miss Gresham is the 8aughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Gresham of Fordyce. 
Smith is the son of Mrs. James F. Smith 
of Camden. Russ is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Russ of Conway. 

Another emphasis for this issue is on 
parent-student understanding and com­
munication. · 

Ways to spend a productive summer 
also are spotlighted in thE! first new is~ 
sue, along with activities that have stu­
dent involvement and Christian growth 
in mind. "Telling Who You Are with 
Words" gives steps for becoming a bet­
ter writer. 

The decision to make The Student 
available year-round came at the August 
1976 meeting of -Sunday School Board 
trustees at Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist 
Conference Center. · 

The Student may be ordered from the 
materials services department, 127 Ninth 
Ave., North, Nashvjlle, Tenn. 37234. 
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______________ Your state convention at work 
Evangelism 

Preparing for revival decisions 
(Eleventh in a series) 

The spirit of Wil­
liam Carey's great 
mission sermon 
should character­
ize our churches in 
revival. "Attempt 
great things ·for 
God. Expect great 
things from God." 
God will bless any 
church that fulfills 
the spirit of these 
two great princi- Shell 
pies. · 

The church should plan and prepare 
for decisions to be made in the revival 
services. The wise pastor will want capa­
ble, consecrated counselors trained to 
assist him. These men, women, and 
young people will be trained in using 
the word of God to share with a person 
seeking help for a spiritual need. 

Each of these counselors must be able 
to take the Bible and show a person how 
to be saved and lead them to a personal 
commitment of his life to Christ. Every 

lost person should be led to pray a 
prayer of repentance to God and faith in 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord. Scriptures of 
assurance and security should be well 

· known to share with the insecure 
person. The counselors should be 
spiritually mature enough to deal with 
church members that come on 
rededication. The cou'nselor must first 
determine their personal relationship 
with Christ. If theirs is a sin problem, 
they should be led to personal repen­
tance and confession of their sin to God. 
After this, they should forsake their sin 
and forget it with total assurance that 
God has forgiven them and cleansed 
them. Another area the counselors 
should be trained in is to give comfort to 
troubled hearts. Scriptures ·should be 
readily available to show the person that · 
God really does care. · 

There are several definite values in us­
ing counselors during the invitation. 
The counselor who is prepared to lead a 
person to Christ in the alter also is 
available to present .Christ on the job, at 

home, at school, etc. This is where most 
lost people are, out in the highways and 
hedges. The use of the counselor 
releases the pastor to deal with others as 
they come for decision. The pastor may 
desire to make the first contact and then 
call a counselor to share with them. This 
keeps from blocking the invitation as 
others desire to cdme. Another value is 
that it shows the spiritually needy that 
others in the church really care about 
them. 

In area crusades the counse lors are 
seated in different locations in the con­
gregation. At intervals during the invita­
tion they come to the altar. This, in itself, 
is an invitation for the spiritually needy 
to come for commitment. In the local 
church the counselors will sit near the 
front for quick assistance to the pastor. 
There should be room available where 
the counselors can present the Word 
and pray with those needing spiritual 
help. 

Jesus prepared men to assist him. We 
that preach his Word would do well to 
follow his example. - Clarence Shell Jr., 
Associate/State Evangelist, Evangelism 

. Department 

Royal 
Ambassador 
Congress 
May 6-7 /Lakeshore Drive Church 

Little Rock 

Model chapter demonstration 
speakers contest 
good music 
missionary information 
camp movies 

and information Ron Bohannon Ann Wollerman Paul Rhoads 
pianist emeritus missionary missionary 

Brazil Korea 
organist 
Danville 

For more Information SN your coun11lor, pastor, or minister of lducallon, or writ, Brotflll'llood D1111rt111111, P.O. Box 552, LIHl1 Rock. Art. 72203 
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WMU bus to Cilorieta 
Arkansas Woman's Missionary Union 

is sponsoring a bus to Glorieta for the 
Bold Missions Leadership Conference 
July 8-16. The conference will begin 
with a kickoff Saturday evening 
previewing the big events in WMU's 
first year of Bold Mission. 

Len Sehested of Ft. Worth, Tex., will 
be teaching the Bible study each morn­
ing and Bill O'Brien of the Foreign Mis­
sion Board will be directing the music . . 
Missionaries will lead conferences im.. 
mediat~ly after lunch each day. 

WMU methods conferences for of­
ficers and leaders of every variety, in­
cluding Spanish speaking, will be held 
each morning. There will be a bold new 
approach to associational work with a 10 
to 12 hour seminar for associational 
leadership with a staff of conference 
leaders who wi'II share their knowledge 
and good ideas about getting the job 
done in the association. 

Afternoon conferences will include: 
How to Conduct a Churchwide Prayer 
Retreat, Teaching Techniques and 
Learning Aids, Day Camping, Conver­
sational English Workshop, Adult 
Reading and Writing Workshop, Work­
ing with Migrants, Metro-Crisis Mission 
Action, Working with the Deaf, Disaster . 
Relief, Renewal, World Missions 
Conference, Family Missions, Resort 
Mission Action and Lay Witnessing. 
These conferences · will be conducted 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday so 
you can choose different conferences 
each day. Tuesday afternoon is reserved 

.for sight seeing. 
The bus is planned as a service for 

local and associational WMU officers. 
Those desiring to ride the bus should 
contact WMU, Box 552, Little Rock, Ark. 
72203 as soon as possible since reserva­
tions are taken in the order received. 
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"Bold Believers in Giving Through a 
Ministering Church" is our SBC 
Cooperative Program emphasis for 1977. 
This year's Cooperative Program theme 
calls for the development of strong 
ministering churches. Since every 
church member is under mandate to 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ at 
home and abroad, it is therefore im­
perative for every church to be at work 
fulfilling its God-given mission. Just as 
one church member can do little toward 
carrying on the work of an entire church 
by himself, so one church is helpless in 
trying to meet the mission needs of a 
state, a nation, and the world by itself. 
The Cooperative Program is how 
Southern Baptists have chosen to pool 
their funds for doing their mission work. 

The two words voluntary and together 
best describe Baptists at work. It was the 
Apostle Paul who stated, "For we are 
labourers together with God" (I Cor. 3:9 
RSV). We must continually challenge 
every Baptist to minister in Christ's 
name through the church and through 
the Cooperative Program in bold sup­
port of a world mission ministry. 

How do · we do this? Cooperative 
Program Day, April 17, is a prime oppor­
tunity for every church to lead its 
members to a greater awareness of the 
mission needs at home 'and abroad: It 
can be a time to emphasize the impor­
tance and need for the Cooperative 
Program. Inform your church members 

Missions 

of some of the many ministries being 
performed and accomplished through 
Cooperative Program giving. 
Cooperative Program Day should also 
be used as a time to challenge all church 
·members_to a vital mission commitment. 
Lead them to pray for the people and 
ca uses s u pp o r.t e d t h r o u g h t he 
Cooperative Program as well -as the peo­
p I e · ministered to through the 
Cooperative Program. 

Cooperative Program information 
and program ideas for Cooperative 
Program Day are provided to pastors 
and lay leaders in special mailings from 
your state stewardship office. If your 
church did not receive this information, 
contact your state office today for these 
free materials. Address your letter to 
James Walker in the Baptist Building. 

You will want . to use Cooperative 
Program Day in your church on April 17 
to ... 

- Pray for the missionaries who are 
sharing the gospel throughout your 
state, nation and world through the 
Cooperative Program. 

-Pray for your church to become 
more interested in a bold missions 
thrust. . 

-Pray for increased giving on the part 
of your church for world missions 
through the Cooperative Program. 
- Roy F. Lewis, Associate Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Wi·tn-essi·ng to other faiths 
is su:bject on conference 

April 18-19 are 
the dates for our 
next Conference 
on witnessing to 
other faiths. Simul­ ·-taneous confer-· 
ences will be held . 
at First Church, Fay. 
etteville, and Im­
manuel Church, 
Rogers, on the sub-
jects of Jehovah's 8 'dOWitnesses, Mor- r. rt ges 
mons, and Worldwide Church of God. 
Each session will begin at 7 p.m, and will 
close at 9:30 p.m. 

An Interfaith Witness training course 
will be taught during the day for those 
wishing an intensive orientation to·Mor­
mons, Jehovah's Witness, Judaism, and 
World Religions. This 10-hour training 
session will be held at First Church, Fay­
etteville, and is open to anyone who 
might wish to attend. We do request 
that anyone attending these day training · 
sessions should make a reservation with 
.the State Missions Department. 

Glenn lgleheart, A. Jase Jones, Wil­
liam B. Mitchell and Miss Kate Ellen 
Gruver will be leading these areas of 
study. Each of them serve with the 
Oepa·rtment of Interfaith Witness, Home 
Mission Board, of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Each is competent in his 
field and have been in our state 
previously. 

The purpose of the conference is to 
train lay people to become inform·ed · 
concerning another faith so they might 
witness effectively, to train how to begin 
and continue in a witnessing ex­
perience, and to view those of other 
sect groups as possibilities for 
evangelism. 

You will want to be a part of this con­
ference if you live in northwest Arkansas 
area. Plan now to attend each session. 
Additional information may be obtained 
from the Washington-Madison Baptisr 
Association, the B_enton Co. Baptist As­
sociation, or the State Missions Depart­
ment. - Tommy Bridges, Director, 
Special Missions Ministries 
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Summer youth ministry conference planned 
Bob Taylor, con- ------ directors, full-time youth directors, 

su ltant in Youth youth coordinators, and for pastors and 
Ministry at the Sun- staff members who are responsib le for 
day School Board, planning or coordinating a program of 
will direct a Sum- summer youth activities. "free to Be" is 
mer Youth ·Minis- the theme of the Summer Youth Minis-
try Conference on try Packet which will be used in the con-
Friday night and ....-....i.ailllilill• ference. 
Saturday, May 6-7. 
The conference will In addition to the Summer Youth 
be he ld on the ____., Ministry Conference at Ouachita, there 
campus of Oua- will be a Baptist Youth Research Clinic_ 
chita Baptist Uni- Dr. Taylor on that Friday, May 6, from 9 a.m. until 3 
versity and is planned for summer youth p.m. for pastors, ministers of youth and 

OUR
A April 30C 

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

T BURNS PARK 
North Little Rock 

7 Shelby Smith & 
Lbuis Gershner Pavilions 

Hear: 
Mrs. Clarence All ison-France 
Dr. Tommy Bridges-ABSC 
Carla Carswell-MK Brazil 
Norman & Beverly Coad-Upper Volta 
James Crookham-US 2 
Carl & Gerry Hall-Kenya 
Hi lton Lane-Fairfield Bay 
Roger Orr-MK Columbia 

For 
Younger Acteens 

For Information: Write 
WMU 

Bring a sack Box 552 · 
· Llttle Rock, Ark. 72203Lunch 
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other youth leaders. The clinic is 
planned to introduce a new testing 
program available to churches that wish 
to minister more effectively to their 
youth. The schedules for -these two 
events are planned so they do not con-
flict and youth leaders may attend both. 
This clinic will be led by Bob Taylor and 
wi ll meet at F-irst Church, Little Rock, 
Registrations and requests for additional 
information should be sent to the 
.Church Training Department, P.O. Box 
552, Little Rock, Ark. 72203. - Robert 
Holley 

Sunday School 
Bus/ACTION clinic 
· Every two .years 

the Sunday School 
department spon­
sors a bus clinic. 
This is the year for 
it, but we are add­
ing a feature to it. 
The new feature is 
an ACTION Clinic. 
Thus, we are hav­
ing a Bus/ ACTION 
Clinic. 

The day is May Vernon 
17; and the place is the Baptist Building 
chapel; and the time is 9:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. If you are interested in Bus out­
reach or ACTION, you are invit~d to at­
tend. 

There will be special interest con­
ference in addition to the large group 
session. There will be conferences on (1 ) 
Starting a Bus ministry; (2) Children's 
Worship and (3) ACTION . . You will 
choose one of the interest groups to at­
tend. Reports from the small groups will 
be given to the total group. Testimonies 
from churches that have bus ministry 
and have had ACTION will also be part 
of .our program. 

Be part of the Clinic May 17. - Harold 
Vernon, Sunday School' department 

Day .Care Director opening 
(college degree necessary) 

- Call (501) 835-2511 
Sylvan HIiia 

First Baptlat Church 
9008 Sylvan HIiia Highway 

North Llltle Rock, Ark. 72118 

For Slit: 
1953 GMC Bua. Thia city bua hH good 8 
cylinder GM Dleul engine with 
automatic tranamlsalon and pretty good 
tlrea. Drlvee good. Price $2,000.00. Can 
be aHn at Eaat End Baptlat Church. For 
more Information, call Burkle Hol­
lenberger, 888-1943, or W. E. Garner, 
888-1519. 
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Arkansas BSU alumni gather in .Texas 
A supper for Arkansas BSU alumni in 

the Dallas/Ft. Worth area was held 
recently at First Church of Arlington, 
Tex. 

The 60-voice BSU choir of the Univer­
sity of Arkansas, directed by Don 
Wright, sang at the banquet, and BSU 
director Jamie Jones and Ken Watkins of 
the University of Arkansas, Arliss 
Dickerson of Henderson State Univer~ 
sity and James Smalley of the U of A 
Medical System shared briefly with the 
alumni about what was happening on 
their campuses. State Director, Tom 
Logue, presided at the meeting at­
tended by over a hundred. 

A multi-media presentation, 
"Welcome to the Party", shared with 
the alµmni different develoriments of 
Arkansas Baptist student work. Marvin 
Black of Southern Arkansas University 
presented the multi-media show. 

Jamie Jones, director of BSU's Third 
Century Endowment Campaign, shared 
with the alumni his own commitment to 
the campaign and urged their support 
and prayer. 

Business officers oppose 
IRS church definition 

DALLAS (BP) - About 160 Southern are indispensable for an organization to 
Baptist business officers resolved here to be classified as a church in any context, 
reaffirm opposition to the Internal the state is then defining for the 
Revenue Service (IRS) for defining a churches the nature and scope of their 
church's nature and mission in an in­ religious mission ." 
come tax amendment. The conference, hosted by the

In a session of the 15th Southern Bap­ Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) An­
tist Business Officers Conference, the nuity Board, followed a meeting of the 
group voted unanimously to run the fol- Southern Baptist Computer Users As­
lowing resolution: , . sociation, which registered about 60

"Be it resolved that we, the members persons.
of the Southern Baptist Business Officers 

Earlier in the business officers con­Conference meeting . . . reaffirm our 
ference, Albert McClellan, director ofopposition to the commissioner of 
program planning and associate ex­Internal Revenue arrogating the 
ecutive secretary for the SBC Executiveauthority to define the nature of the 
Committee, Nashville, emphasized thechurch and the mission of the church 
importance of "inter-agency mutualthrough the amendment of income tax 
helpfulness."regulation section 1.6033-2." 

The amendment, defining an McClellan explained that SBC agen­
"integrated auxiliary of a church", was cies can work together more effectively 
published in the "Federal Register" on by knowing where to draw lines of 
Jan. 4 this year. responsibility and by suggesting specific 

The business officers took the action ways to lend assistance. 
after the organization's resolutions In the computer users meeting, 

representatives decided to send acommittee said it considers the amend­
questionnaire to members of the as­ment a violation of the First Amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution. sociation and to SBC agencies which will 
According to the resolution, plumb interest in the association's pool­

"Congress shall make no law respecting ing its buying power when printing data 
.an establishment of religion or processing forms and cards. · 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof." The association believes this would 

The resolution also noted, "If . result in a substantial savings in printing 
Congress by statute or administration, costs for all agencies using the forms 
through quasi-legislative process, seeks and cards, particularly in the smaller 
to define what institutions and activities ones. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Brown, graduates of the University of Arkansas, visit with a 
member of the BSU choir of the U of A, who performed at the banquet. 

PEW CUSHIONS 
Comfort and beauty. At prices your 

Church can afford . 
For free estimate contact 

FLOWERS CUSHION SERVICE 
P.O. Box 587 Keene, Tex. 76059 
- Phone: A-C 817 645-9203 

Stained glass 
designed repair~d 

Elizabeth Eagleheart 
FREE Fayetteville 
ESTIMATE 1 501-443-3115 

Visit Three Star Attractions: 
Geuther's Doll Museum, Historic 
Rosalie House, The Castle at In­
spiration Point. Write for information: 
Three Star Attractions, Rt. 2, Box 
375, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72832, 
Phone: (501) 253-9655 

For sale 
22 combination pews, 14 ft. 6" long, 8 in- . 
dividual opera seats per pew. Seats 176. 
Also, pulpit, _2 pulpit pews, communion 
table. All excellent condition . Available June 
1. May be seen any time. 

First Baptist Church 
Carlisle, _Ark. 72024/phona 552-7454 
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NBC-TV film on Jesus shows 
him · as Savior, Stevens says 

NEW YORK (BP) - "I was brought to 
tears at least a dozen times b'y this 
powerful and graphic film," declared 
the president of the Southern Baptist · 
Radio and Television Commission after 
he emerged from a six-hour preview 
showing here of a controversial televi­
sion film on Christ. 

Paul M . Stevens of Ft. Worth made 
that comment in the wake of complaints 
from across country from people fearing 
remarks made b"y the director of "Jesus 
of Nazareth" indicated that the film 
would downgrade the divinity of Christ. 

The film, which some earlier reports 
misnamed: "The Life of Christ", will be 
aired in two parts on NBC in prime time 
on Palm Sunday, April 3, and Easter Sun­
day, April 10, from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
each night, EST. Initial samplings by the 
major networks have indicated "Jesus of 
Nazareth" may exceed the all-time 
record viewing audience of "Roots". 

"Although I can't speak for Southern 
Baptists, I think Christians all over 
America should pray that 'Jesus of 
Nazareth' will have the greatest viewing 
audience possible, because of the 
profound effect it could have in bring­
ing people to a pers,onal knowledge of 
Jesus as savior and lord," Stevens told 
Baptist Press. 

Stevens, one of a number of religious 
leaders invited to the preview, declared 
that it was "unthinkable that persons 
who have been attacking the showing of 
the film funded 'by General M0tors 
could take such a- firm, vehement posi- · 
tion against something about which 
they did not have all the facts." 

(That criticism, in fact, is believed to 
be the reason General Motors withdrew 
as a sponsor after investing some $19 
million in the film's development, 
although GM denies it withdrew for that 
reason. The network will run the film, 
despite the absence of GM.) 

"It wasn't perfect," Stevens said of the 
film. "There were some tl-)ings I would 
have changed, but they are not conse­
quential to the person of Christ, the 
savior and messiah. Over and over and 
over again, Christ is presented in the 
film by his friends and his enemies as 
Jesus, the son of God, the savior of the 
world." 

Stevens noted that as a Baptist he 
would have portrayed Jesus' baptism by 
immersion. ''There are millions of peo­
ple in the Christian family who do not 
demand total immersion and the direc­
tor, G. Franco Zeffirelli, chose to present 
the baptism by pouring," Stevens cited, 
among _several examples of things he 
would change. __ . 

"This film is not of the life of Christ," 
he said. "If so it would be obliged to car-. . 
April 7, 1977 

ry every incident in the four gospels. But 
its primary source is the gospel of John. 
The gospel of John does not present 
every miracle Jesus performed. Neither . 
does the film. 

"But the miracles that it does present 
are presented with great spirituality and 
powerful realism," Stevens said. "The 
film presents Jesus Christ as the Son of 
God, the savior. It powerfully, graphical­
ly portrays the death, · burial and resur­
rection of Christ." 

Earlier, Zeffirelli was quoted by a Bob 
Jones University publication, "Faith" 
magazine, ·_as saying, "Of course the 
public is going to be annoyed that I am 
destroying their myths ... yet in view of 
the constant reinterpretation of Jesus' 
life and the tone of our contemporary 
society, I believe the changes whic;h I 
have made are valid." · 

A spokesman for Collins World, 
which is publishing a companion hard­
back book, "Jesus of Nazareth", said the 
quote from Zeffirelli was picked up, out 
of context, from an interview in 
"Modern Screen" in which the director 
-referred to the myths "which were 
propagated and strengthened over the 
centuries by artists like Michelangelo 
and Bernini." 

"Zeffirelli was speaking in the context 
of- Italian Catholicism about medieval 
artistic int~rpretatlons of Christ which 

Ouachita Baptist University . 

April 15 - 18 

FRIDAY - Tournament Trike SATURDAY - Celebrity Tennis 
Race 7:30 PM Match 9:30 AM 

- Bike Race 1:00 PM 
- _Oak Ridge Boyi3 

8:00 PM 

For CREDIT CARD or C. 0. D, Purchases Call 1-800-453-2400 Toll Free · 
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have depicted Christ only as a holy be­
ing wearing a halo and overlooked his 
human qualities," John Horner of 
Cleveland, -a vice president of Collins 
World, told Baptist Press. "He had no in­
tention of downgrading Christ's un­
questionable divinity." 

· Horner quoted from the March issue 
of "Cultural Information 'Service," an 
art/media and popular culture review 
for leaders in education and religion, in 
which he said Zeffirelli said: 

"Christians have always · had no 
problem accepting Christ as Holy, as 
God. But they always have problems ac­
_cepting him also as a human being at the 
same time. I wantto dust off all the sand 
that has · encrusted the character of 
Christ after too many story book in­
terpretations and parochial films." 

Zeffirelli, Horner said, had drawn 
many Italian Catholic complaints in a· 
European showing, because he had 
depicted Mary,_ the mother of Christ, as 
a human undergoing the agonies of 
childbirth, rather than as "an im-

. maculate being who could not suffer." 
Horner further quoted Anthony 

Burgess, who wrote the "Jesus of 
Nazareth" screenplay, as saying: "In our 
television poem, we want to restore to 
our culture the strength, the power, the 
intensity, the gigantic intellect and the 
p_assion of Jesus Christ, the Son of God." 



Cynical .'dry rot' stifles acti_on, seminar told 

JACKSON, Miss. (BP) - Southern 
Baptists from across the nation spent 
three days at a national seminar here 
confronting an array of complicated 

. moral issues, and deciding whether 
Christians have any fresh thoughts and 
acts to bring to bear on them. · 
· Theologian Roger Shinn, professor of 
social ethics at New York's Union 
Theological Seminary, asked the pivotal · 
question: . 

"Are the churches capable of clear 
and prophetic thinking about contem­
porary crises of humanity" or are they 
"so compromised by existing systems 
that they cannot find freedom for fresh 
thoughts and acts?" 

More than 500 persons from 25 states 
took on no easy task as they grappled 
with moral priorities in such wide rang­
ing areas as economics, race relations, 
media, preaching, ·churchmanship, 

. feeding the hungry, nurturing families, 
global human rights, and male-female 
roles. 

No concensus on complicated issues 
developed - no_r was it expected to 
develop according to the seminar's 
sponsor, the Southern Baptist Conven~ 
tion's Christian Life Commission. 

"In formed conversation of priorities 
Is our goal," said Christian Life Commis­
sion staffer, C. Welton Gaddy. "We have 
not intended," added Foy Valentine, the 
Commission's chief executive, "to as­
sume anything . . . in regard to the 
church. We started out with a strong 
emphasis on evangelism, ended with an 
emphasis on the Christian faith, and 
dealt in between with specific moral is­
sues in the context of our conviction 
that Jesus Christ is Lord." 

The seminar confronted. ways Chris­
tians can apply 'biblical admonitions to 
reach out to needs of others when no 
absolute blueprint exists. 

"The Ten Commandments and the 
Sermon on . the Mount do not in 
themselves tell us whether to let the SST 
land in America, how to come to an 
agreement in the SALT talks ... how to 
get more food to Bangladesh, or 
whether to permit gene-~plitting," 
Shinn said. . 

He declared that the "issue of justice 
.i~ starkly neglected" and that valid, u'"!­
biased information is lacking in human 
efforts to make difficult moral decisions. 

The question is not whether we list 
the order of priorities, it is: "Will we as 
Chris.tians avoid the dry rot of cynicism, 
which keeps us from doing any_thing," 
declared Clyde Fant, pastor of First 
Church, Richardson·, Tex. 
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by Robert O'Brien 

Arthur Simon, executive director of Convictions and jail sentences, he 
Bread for the World, a nationa_l Christian declared in reference to the recent con­
organization, seeking solutions to world viction of Hustler magazine publisher 
hunger, told of practical approaches to Larry Flynt, are not th.e way to deal with 
hunger, such as urging a public policy pronography. He said he would like to 
on establishment of food reserves to see that "piece of smut .. . drummed 
save millions of lives. out of business, .. by people not buying 

The · problem is not simple, Simon what he (Flynt) has to offer." 
says, when you consider the many fac­ Wingo, son of a Texas Baptist minister, 
tors, such as· energy and populati9n, said Flynt is "guilty of gross taste but 
which bear on the hunger situation. · when tastes become a criminal offense, 

U.S. Sen. Dale Bumpers (D. -Ark.) and punishable by prison .. . the wagons of 
a top State Department official. both censorship will begin to draw into an 
backed President Carter's firm stand for "even tighter circle from which none of 
global human rights as a part of public us will escape." 
policy. Scanzonis - John and . Letha - a

Concern for · human rights. is not a husband/wife team of family and mar­
passing fad in the United States declared riage experts from Bloomington, ·1nd.,

. Datus C. Proper, officer in charge of the said the c;hurch must come to grips, with
office of policy planning of the Latin the Christian dimension of liberation of
American Bureau of the State Depart­ · women. 
ment. 

Traditionally, women "have been per-· "I would · like to get the message 
mitted to cook church dinners but notaround the world that people who want 
serve the Lord's Supper," declaredto have good relations· with this country 
Letha Scanzon'i, an author and lecturer. know we are going to take human rights 

pretty seriously," Proper said. In the course of their discussion on 
A New York newsman, Hal Wingo, the moral dimensions of male-female 

news editor of People magazine, dealt re Iat i o n s h i p s, t h e y b I a st e d t h e. 
with the moral dilemma of combatting hierarch-ical male-over-female 
pornography. _ relationships espoused by certain 

. PRIORITIES - The national seminar, sponsored by the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission, featured a wide range of speakers. Foy Valentine, commission ex­
ecutive secretary, introduces John Claypool, pastor from Jackson, who led theme 
interpretations. (BP) Photo by Grady Nutt · · 
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persons on Christian lecture circuits. 
John Scanzoni, professor of sociology at 
Indiana University, compared that kind 
of domination to the kind Hitler in­
stituted in Nazi Germany. 

John Killinger, professor of preaching 
at Vanderbilt University Divinity School 
and Krister Stendahl, dean of Harvard 
University Divinity School, spoke to the 
moral dilemmas of preaching and 
churchmanship. 

Killinger called for ministers to free 
t,heir minds of old habits, familiar 
routines, and respond keenly to a fresh 
spirit of the times as a priority in 
preaching the gospel. 

Stendahl decried secularization of 
· evangelism and church affairs, declar­
ing: "If (the apostle) Paul spoke our 
language he would say to us: 
'Remember that you cannot sell Jesus as 
the world sells toothpaste. You cannot 
run a church as the world runs a cor­
poration with Harvard Business School 
graduates.' " 

Federal Communications Commis­
sioner Benjamin Hooks, president-elect 
of the NAACP, warned his 
predominantly white audience that the 
civil rights battle is not over - even 
though "many whites of good will" 
think it is. 

Hooks, a Baptist minister, denounced 
violence as a method for achieving 
equality, but said this country must still 
work to · eliminate prejudice and 
reminded his audience that hatred 
would do them in more quickly than 
drinking or smoking. 

Speakers' analyses, combined effec­
tively, observers noted, with equally 
sophisticated uses of music and humor. 

Ken Medema of Montclair, N.J., a 
blind singer-pianist turned philosopher­
preacher with extemporaneous theme 
interpretations that spoke of being 
Christian, of discipleship, of wonder, of 
fellowship. 

"For a man who does not see, he 
paints vivid images; he has prophetic 
and poetic insights," said John Claypool, 

. Jackson, Miss., pastor, who also led 
theme interpretations. 

Leading his listeners on a voyage 
through the "sage of life", touching on 
childhood, adolescense, young 
adulthood, middle-escense and aging, 
Claypool said, "I want to float with you 
down the stream of life, finding out 
what are. the priorities of life, what are 
the resources of life.'' 
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A FACE IN THE CROWD - Charles Ashcraft, executive secretary of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention, little Rock, left, pauses in the crowd to speak to U.S. Sen. 
Dale Bumpers (D.-Ark.), right, who addressed a national seminar on moral priorities 
sponsored by the Southern Baptist Christian life Commission. (In the background is 
another Arkansan, John Halbert of little Rock). More than 500 persons from 25 
states came to Jackson, Miss., to bear a battery of speakers deal with a wide range of 
moral issues. (BP) Photo by Grady Nutt 

Human rights a ticklish 
issue, Bumpers declares 

JACKSON, Miss. (BP) - U.S. Sen. Dale 
Bumpers (D.-Ark.) applauded President 
Jimmy Carter's stand on human rights 
and at the same time .cautioned him 
about how far he can go with that stand. 

"There's a limit to what we can do for 
dissidents," Bumpers said at a national 
seminar on moral priorities, sponsored 
by the Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission here. 

"Nobody likes another country med­
dling in their internal affairs," he said. 
"Carter will have to limit his help to ex­
pressions." 

The senator referred to intimations of 
help from then U.S. Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles for the Hungarian 
Freedom Fighters in 1956. They arose 
against Soviet occupation troups and 
neither the U.S. nor the United Nations 
intervened in the fighting which ended 
with the Communists in control of the 
country. 

"The State Department knew they 
couldn't help them, and led them on," 
he said. 

In an interview he said Carter has not 
made any overt promises · of physical 
help to dissidents and that the president 
will have to be "very careful and use a 
lot of economi'c sanctions - both with 
countries which are friends and those 
which are not friends. 

"Our assertion of moral leadership 
will have a hollow ring if human rights 
are not zealously guarded," he said. 

"Some of my colleagues have 
demonstrated considerably more con­
cern for the Solzhenitsyns, the Bukov­
skys, the Sakharovs and the Ginsbergs, 
than they have for the poor, the down­
trodden, and especially the blacks in this 
country1" he added. 

He said that some in Congress who 
speak for Soviet dissidents "voted 
against every civil rights bill that ever 
came before Congress.'' 

Bumpers said that as long as such bar­
riers as the Berlin wall stand "the Soviet 
system will be a graphic, open, and ab­
ject manifestation of failure for all the 
world to see." 

The senator, active in energy legisla­
tion, told the seminar participants that 
he believes· President Carter's energy 
proposal, to be submitted to Congress 
April 20, will include a plea for the U.S. 
to begin driving smaller cars. In Italy, he 
said, all the cars average 30 miles per 
gallon. "The U.S. is struggling to get 15," 
he said. 

He estimated the nation could save 
2½ million barrels of oil a day if we 
could raise average mileage to 30 miles 
per gallon and use 10 percent less im-
ported oil. · 
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'Confront societal issues' 
Cothen challenges leaders 

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP) - "The 
future for Southern Baptists is stil l on 
very flimsy ground," according to the 
president of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Grady C. Cothen, unless the 
denominational leaders identify and 
cope with the confusing and often con­
flicting issues of modern society. 

In his keynote address during the first 
day of a five-day Futuristic Conference 

. here at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference 
Center, Cothen pinpointed several ma­
jor issues and challenged the audience 
of 250 SBC leaders to utilize available 
resources to respond to those issues. 

"We aren't talking about the Sunday 
School Board producing more materials 
for greater sa les or the denomination 
raising more Cooperative Program 
money," Cothen said. "The issue, in my 
judgment, needs to be 'Do we under­
stand ourselves and our reactions to the 
times? Do we understand at least a smat­
tering of the problems with which are 
age is confront~d?' " · 

"If Southern Baptist leaders don't 

understand something of these issues, 
we may very well lose the day by default 
simply because we haven't come to 

· grips with the realities of our times." 
Cothen stressed issues in education, 

economics and philosophy., that he 
believes are · confusing Christians and 
hampering the Christian message. • 

Problems have arisen in secular 
education because by law state­
supported education cannot be com­
mitted to values, and cannot impose 
moral and ethical standards, Cothen 
pointed out. 

While the results may have been un­
intentional, said Cothen, who served in 
Southern Baptist higher education for 
ten years, he believes that many secular 
institutions have become committed 
solely to the scientific approach to 
knowledge which can be acquired only 
through proof, demonstration and ex­
perimentation. 

Some of the nation's leading institu­
tions of higher learning, he said, now 
advertise a scientific approach 
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to the 

study of religion. 
."I have no objections to the scientific 

method or scientific study of religion at 
all," Cothen emphasized, "but matters 
of faith aren't proved, they are 
perceived. And God is not 
demonstrated, he is experienced. 

"Thus, the weight of knowledge 
epitomized in our state-supported 
education is almost by implication, 
though not by intention, antithetical to 
our understanding of how we know · 
God and how we know his purpose. 

"Out of this milieu of higher 
education," he continued, "there come 
generations of amoral educated pagans 
who have - because of the educational 
system - no appreciation for or under­
standing of Christian values. 

"We must not be willing to accept 
paganism in the name'of education," he 
continued. · 

"In other words, we need to be keen­
ly aware of what it is the educational 
world is saying to us, not yield an inch, 
and tlien enter the fray equipped with 
the eternal truth." 

Christians are also experiencing con­
fusion in the area of economics, ac­
cording to Cothen. He gave the exam­
ple of the theory of redistributing 
wealth and natural resources for the 
benefit of all society. 

"Th'is concept come·s from 
Christians," he said. "And it may be 

· serious. Many religions organizations 
are leaving this school of thought. They 
seem to be opting for the principle that 
says that anything that produces jobs, 
brings income and secures taxes is an 
acceptable thing lo us." 

But, he indicated, many Christians do 
not realize such a concept of redistribu­
tion of wealth and resources is not a 
"collision course .with the Democratic 
structures of our society. Freedom and 
equality are mortal enemies, to 
paraphrase Will Durant." . 

This redistribution concept, he 
claimed, will require the command of 
government over economy and the 
management ·of wealth. 

"The religious world faces a whole ar­
ray of issues as a result of this ty,pe of 
(economic) thinking," he stated. "We 
need to · think through the economic 
structures that we believe Christians can 
at least go along with. 

"This is needed," he said, "to avoid 
becoming confused by the appeals of 
our Christian faith to meet the needs of 
the whole world with societal struc­
tures," that "make possible wealth to 
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$200,000 sought by BWA 
for earthquake relief 

BUCHAREST, Romania (BP) - The 
Baptist World Alliance (BWA), along 

help meet those needs." with the European Baptist Federation, is 
Cothen decried the philosophy of seeking a minimum of $200,000 for 

"naturalism", which he said leaves no Romania reconstruction, following the 
room for a supreme being and creator devastating earthquake of March 4, 
of the universe, and suggests that man is Chester J. Jump Jr., chairman of the 
strictly a product of his environment. BWA relief and development commit-
This philosophy, he said, has permeated tee, has announced. . 
every segment of American society and The quake, measuring 7.2 on the 
is perplexing to many Christians. modified Richter scale, killed 1,541 peo­

Cothen claimed that the forces of ple and injured 11,275. Eight members 
"naturalism" contribute to the decline of the Baptist community (which 
of morality and the removal of ethical numbers around 160,000 church 
and Christian support for today's me_mbers and perhaps an equal number 
society. of others under pastoral care) were 

"These forces tend toward the killed. Injuries within the Baptist com­
destruction of the family unit," he said, · munity have not been tabulated. 
"and in combination are almost more One of the two buildings of the Bap­
than we're able to confront. They also tist Theological Seminary at -Bucharest­
blow theological truths, making it very . a gift of S0uthern Baptists in 1924 - has 
difficult to isolate a biblical or Christian been severely damaged and is no longer 
point of view, and they confuse people in use. 
in identifying and understanding the is­ · Nine Baptist churches of Romania 
sues of their lives. have been damaged to the extent that 

"Ours is a religion of revelation," they may have to be demolished and · 
Cothen said. "Therefore, we need to be replaced, according to, officials of the 
certain that we aren't falling for Baptist Union of Romania. 
naturalism's attractive words that lead The governmental authorities will 
into intellectual and spiritual dead­ have to decide whether they are in 
ends." dangerous enough condition to require 

"When our decendents look back 25 demolition, but the Baptists believe it is 
years from now, what will be their feel­ unsafe to .continue to use them, and that 
ing about us?" he asked. "Are we going they are beyond repair . . 
to abuse this hour when the whole The BWA program of reconstruction 
world is saying, 'What does it mean to in Romania was worked out with Baptist 
be born again?' · Union officials by a delegation con-

"This is our time," he . challenged. . sisting of Carl Tiller, BWA staff executive 
"This is God's time." for relief and development; Gerhard 

Claas, executive ofthe European Baptist 
Federation; Denton Lotz, fraternal 
representative · of American Baptist 
Churches (USA) for eastern Europe; and 
John David Hopper, fratern,al represen­
tative of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion (USA) for eastern Europe. 

The delegation and Baptist Union 9f­
ficials met with George Nenciu, Deputy 
Minister of Cults for the government. 

At the meeting Claas expressed the 
.. concern of Baptists of the world for all 

the Romanian people, regardless of 
creed or politics. He observed that Bap­
tist compassion takes in all who suffer, 
and that the BWA would like permission 
to be helpful on a broad scale, as well as 
giving assistance to the Baptist com-
munity of faith. , · 

The BWA program, with three 
aspects, was proposed by Claas and ap-
proved as follows~ · 

First, Baptist participation in 
rehabilitation or · reconstruction of a 
public hospital. In Bucharest nine 
hospitals were damaged; in the 
provinces, others. ' 

THE ANNUITY BOARD'S 
NOWROU~TO 
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Second, replaceme_nt of one of the 
damaged Baptist churches. , 

Third, replacement of the damaged 
seminary building. 

In conversation with the Baptist 
Union officers, the visiting delegation 
expressed the hope that the BWA can 
help rebuild or restore all nine of the 
damaged Baptist churches, though the 
initial program covers just the church at 
Brasov. 

The total cost of the work on the 
' churches arid the seminary could run as 

high as $670,000. Although most Roma­
nian Baptists are wor~ing class people, 
whose average monthly salary per 
worker is less than $85, it is hoped that 
they will raise a large part of the overall 
cost of the program, officials said. 

Southern Baptists have agreed to 
make $25,000 available immediately, ac­
cording to Hopper. He added: 
"Southern Baptists will want to take part 
in the overall progra_m, but the 
rebuilding of the seminary will be a 
special -interest of ours. I hope that the 
Foreign Mission Board and our people 
will give substantially more than the in­
itial promise." 

American Baptists, according to Lotz, 
will contribute at least $25,000 through 
their division of international ministries, 
and are likely to give additional amounts 
through their world relief committee. 

Baptists in West Germany will give 
generously, according to Claas, 
hopefully as much as $20,000. 

Many of the nine churches had been 
damaged in an earthquake in 1940. 
Some were further weakened by bom­
bardment during World War II. The 1'977 
earthquake put the finishing blow ·to 
their further usefulness. 

The BWA will receive gifts {or the 
Romania program from its member 
bodies and from individuals. It also will 

· welcome gifts from individuals. Dona­
tions may be made payable to the BWA 
and sent to its offices in Washington. 
Under the agreement, all grants will ul­
timately be channeled through the 
BWA-EBF office in Hamburg. It is not 
advisable for others to attempt to send 
money directly to Romania, according 
to Tiller. . 

~COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 
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KANSAS CITY, Missouri, will be host to 
the 1977 meetingof the Southern Baptist 
Convention, June 14-16. Registration for 
this 120th annual session (132nd year) is 
expected to top 16,000. This will be the 
fifth time the SBC has met in the city, the 
12th time in Missouri. (BP) Photo 

Asmile or two 
A mother came home from the ' 

hospital with her new baby daughter 
who was still wearing her hospital iden­
tification tag. The mother's two-year-old . • 
daughter saw it and promptly asked, 
"Mama, when are you going to take her 
price tag off?" · 

D 
A law in Arkansas forbids the blind 

folding of cattle on highways. 
□ 

"Doctor. I hate to bother you at 3 
a.m., but I have a bad case of insomnia." 

"Well, what are you trying to do," 
snorted the disgruntled doctor, "start an 
epidemic?" 

D 
When you can't see the bright side, 

polish the dull side. - Jan McKeithen 
D 

The minister asked a group of 
children in a Sunday School class, "Why 
do you love God?II He got a variety of 
answers, but the one he liked best was 
from a boy who said, "I don't know, sir. I 
guess it just runs in our family." 

□ 
Two ants were racing across a cracker 

box. One said, "What are we running so 
fast for?" The other answered: "Can't 
you read? It says 'tear across the dotted 
line.' " - National Enquirer , · 

D 
. Circus manager to the Human 
Cannonball: "You can't quit. Where will 
I find another man of your caliber?" 

D 
· Among the satisfactions of retirement 

is the freedom to tie up your tomato 
plants with your neckties. - Burton Hil­
lis . 

LITTLE GIANT 
The neme lo remembe r lor 
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International Lesson·___._--:----------tr_tt~_·r_~c_:'_ 0 ck_w_en 

Jesus -LivesI 

Mark 15:42-16:6 

If you died today, a rather set pattern 
of events would take place. You 
probably know them well. but may or 
may not have given them much 
thought. First, your family and friends 
would be shocked and hurt ·that they 
were so suddenly deprived of your pres­
ence. Grief would settle in as prepara­
tions were made and carried out for 
your funeral. Death notices would ap­
pear in the local and state . newspaper 
and numerous telephone calls and visits 
would certainly be initiated. People 
would recall your good characteristics 
and hopefully praise God for your 
previous life. Some would give you 
special recognition because of wide­
spread community action. 

But soon days would add up to weeks 
and months and years and others would 
appear to take your place. Another may 
marry your surviving wife or husband, 
adopt your children, fill your job 
vacancy and so on until you became but 
a faded memory. Life would continue as 
it was before you were born, except, of 
course, for the good you did which 
helped shape the lives of others. Even 
so, people would always talk about you 
in the past tense, the late so and so. 

Not so with Jesus! 
There were no elaborate funeral ar­

rangements when he died. A once 
secret disciple boldly requested the 
body of Jesus lest it be thrown into a 
common pit. Non_e of those who fol­
lowed Jesus so closely during his 
ministry were available or capable of 
doing what Joseph of Arimathea did. He . 
had a private tomb yet unused so he 
gave itto the one he loved, though few 

· knew of that love. 
We only know a little of what hap­

pened next. The enemies of Jesus 
thought they were rid of one more 
heretic, though no victory parties were 
recorded. · Jesus' life and teachings 
would not be so easily erased from their 
minds. The bystanders and Romans 
were puzzled by the strange events sur­
rounding his deatli. No man had ever 
died so lovingly, so triumphantly, so 
mysteriously. The centurian voiced what 
many were beginning to think (Matt. 
27:54). 

Faith at last has an anchor. Salvation is 
secure in the resurrection of Jesus. You 
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can be sure that if Satan and sin could 
have held Jesus in the grave, they would 
have until this day. You can mark it 
down that God is greater than any one 
and any thing. Before he died, Jesus 
cried, "It is finished." God smashed the 
chains of death and echoed, "Indeed it 
isl" 

The resurrection of Jesus is the firm 
foundation of the Christ ian faith, the 
zenith of God's work on earth, the 
entrance to eternal life for all who 
believe, and the constant source of 
power for those who have given their 
life to serve God. Remove .the resurrec­
tion and Christianity comes tumbling 
down as another man-made creed. 
Subtract the resurrection and the ac­
tions of all God's people add up to 
nothing more than vain attempts ·to ap­
pease a wounded God. Deny the resur­
rection and death closes the door to all 
that is good and right and pure. 

The risen Christ is the heart and 
center of the church's faith, the creator 
of her character and the inspiration for 
all her conduct. No man is really alive 
apart from the risen lord of life. All are 
on death row awaiting the day of final 
execution except those who have by 
faith received this risen Christ into their 
heart. 

The only way God could redeem man 
was to set him aside and let his Son die 
in man's place. Likewise, the only way 
God can deliver man from the power of 
a sinful life is to substitute his Son to live 
his life in and through us. 

"I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Chr.ist 
liveth in me: And the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me" (Gal. 2:20). 

Praise God Jesus lives and we live! 

But the disciples were severely 
depressed and disappointed . .Jesus had 
left them leaderless and they were un­
able to sort out the meaning of his un­
timely death. He had seemed to pe the -

The Outlines of the' International Bible Lesson for 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted 
by the International Council of Religious Education. 
Used by permission. · 
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hope of Israel. He had demonstrated his 
power again and again upon others but 
that power was strangely subdued on 
the cross. Compounded with these feel­
ings were those· of guilt too because 
they had forsaken him in his trial. No 
man had cried "Jesus" when the crowd 
cried "Barabbas". No follower had 
testified for Jesus when others testified 
against ·him. Guilt feelings can be 
devastating when there is no oppor­
tunity to make things right. . 

While the men v nished into seclu­
sion, some of the women followers 
determined to continue their ministry. 
Though a small group, they . had been 
the main financial and spirit~al sup­
porters of Jesus and his twelve disciples. 
These included Martha and Mary, sisters 
of Lazarus; John, Mark's mother; Mary 
of Magdaia and Mary the mother of 
Jesus. They served Jesus in his trials and 
in his death. And they became the first 
witnesses of his resurrection. 

Seven times at least Jesus had said he 
would rise from the dead on the third 
day. Seven times at least the words had 
bypassed the conscious minds of the 
disciples. Death is all they could 
remember he ever mentioned. His 
departure so . stunned them they were · 
unable to !=Omprehend his return. 

1 

The women who came early were 
grateful for the open tomb and entered 
into it, apparently suspecting nothing 

- unusual. But what they saw upset them 
to no end. They had come to minister to 
the body of Jesus, yet there was no 
body. ' He was gone! In his place were 
two young messengers from heaven. 
You can imagine the shock and sudden 
fear these women must have felt in the 
open tomb that morning. They had 
sought Jesus in the wrong place and the 
messengers gently reminded them of 
their error. 

What they needed now was a mission 
to calm their fears and so they were in­
structed to declare to the disciples that 
Jesus had risen from the dead! The 
Scriptures say they left in a hurry, went 
straight to their destination, and kept 
their mouths shut along . the way. No 
man has ever nor will ever carry such an 
important message as this: "He is not 
'here, he is risen." 
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by Nelson WilhelmLila and Work Lasson_________Pa_sto_r,_Fir_st_Ch_ur_ch..:......,W_a_ldr_on 

Mary Magdalene: witness of the risen .Lord 
John 20:1, 2; 1.1-18 

Mary Magda­
lene is mentioned 
only a f.ew times in 
scripture. We can 
only surmise that 
she may have come 
from Magdaia, a 
short distance •from 
Tiberias. There are 
three things that we 
do know for sure, 
however, about this Wilhelm 
very devoted . fol-
lower of Jesus. Jesus had relieved her of 
the oppression of seven demons. She 
stood at the cross with the others, and 
she was at the tomb of Jesus early Sun­
day morning, probably the first there. 

Unfortunately; Mary has been the vic­
tim of gossipful tradition that has .cast a 
shadow upon her reputation. This is 
based upon attempts to tie her in with 
the flowing-haired sinner Jesus forgave 
back in· Luke chapter seven, or that 
those of Magdaia evidenced loose 
moral living. This might be true, and if it 
is, it simply shows the Master's power to 
save any and all who come to him. 

As far as demonic possession is con­
cerned, there is enough evidence for us 

· to have .some general idea about what 
might have been her problem. Satan 
operates within the permissive· will of 
God, and man is in the middle. Mainly, 
Satan will do anything to circumvent or 
counterfeit · the work of God in a 
person's life, whether it be by physical 
or mental maladies. 

We should not be made overanxious 
by movies and the occult emphasis of 
today. This is a total digression from the 
teachings of the word of God, and we 
are to avoid its appeal to our curiosity. 

· Demonic affliction is shown to .be in 
the realm of physical arid mental abnor~ 
malities as well as in unusual behavior. 
Convulsions, violence, super-strength, 
screaming, self-mutalatio11, foaming at 
the mouth, nakedness, grinding of the 
teeth, deafness, muteness, and 
blindness were all afflictions which were 
sometimes caused by demonic activity. 

But so was mental·depression, suicidal 
tendencies, psychotic thinking and 
behavior, fortune telling abilities, witch­
craft (sometimes involving various in-. 
toxications), and loss of moral values. 

Upon any of these could be built a 
case about Mary by anyone with a fan­
ciful imagination. She could have been a 
street woman, or a very successful for­
tune tel!er, or perhaps an extremely 
depressed person. The point in men-

tioning her past is to say that by her 
healing and conversion, likely a lot of 
people were influenced, perhaps an en­
tire city. The healing work- of Jesus is 
always centered around giving proof of 
his messiahship. Jesus redeemed her 
soul and life; and she loved him with all 
her heart and soul. 
. In this passage, it is easy to see that her 
commitment to . Jesus was total. Jesus 
had brought her the greatest happiness 
she had ever known by his Godly in­
fluence in her life. Now he is gone, and 
we can only try to imagine her 
emotional condition. The small amount 
we do know about Mary is a great in­
spiration to us all. · 

This passage falls into three basic 
ideas. First, her depth of commitment is 
shown, second her despair at the disap­

.pearance of his remains, and third her 
deep joy at hearing his voice. 

Mary's commitment 
First, (1-2) Mary's depth of commit­

ment is seen by her early arrival at the 
tomb. Mary's personality is revealed for 
us. She was anxious to show her love by 
coming before the others. She was very 
emotional as she ran ·back to tell Peter 
and John that his body wa.s not there. 

Mary's devotion to Jesus was · total, 
and this is why God inspired John to· 
record it for us. Through the redeeming 
love of Jesus, her entire life had been' 
brought into the will of God. 

Mary's grief 
Second, (11-13) Mary's grief turned 

into dark despair when she thought 
something had happened to Jesus' 
body. She had lost her Lord by death, 
now even the physical remains ·were 
taken away. This would have been a ter­
rible blow to her grieving process, for 
the need to see, touch, and .accept the 
reality of his death was being denied 
her. The tears were falling, but she felt 
no release from her mental anguish. The 
fact that these men in the tomb were 
angels probably did not occur to Mary 
until later, her sorrow so overwhelmed 
her. 

God often • works in contrasts and ex­
tremes. The Word tells us that in salva-
tion we go· from the extremes of death 
to life and from darkness to light, God is 
doing this again as Mary goes from the 
· very pit ot despair to perfect joy. God al­
lowed her despair as a black_ canvass 

Thh lesson treatment Is based on the t.lfe and Work 
Currkulum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright 
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern laptht 
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permhslon. 
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upon which he would paint her joy in 
seeing Jesus alive. 

Mary's joy 
Third, (14-18) Mary's deep joy at hear~ 

ing Jesus' voice is unspeakable. Still in 
despair, she turns from the grave, and 
there in the early twilight, stood a 
person. It is not difficult at all to under­
stand why she did not know him. It was 
twilight, her eyes were dimmed by 
weeping, and she was mentally and 
emotionally unprepared to see him 
alive, standing and talking. 

She likely thought it was the garde11er 
because it was a workday, the first in a 
new week, and probably this figure in 
the twilight did not come along the path 
or she would have thought it was 
another visitor to the tomb. He was just 
suddenly there a few feet away in speak­
ing distance, walking toward her from 
amohg the trees and shrubs of the gar­
den. But when he said, "Mary," I doubt 
that we could even begin to identify 
with her feelings at that moment. 

Verse 17 is an enigma, a mystery. It is 
not fully satisfying to say that Mary 
doesn't need to keep on clinging to him 
as he plans to be around for the next 40 
days, although this may be all It means. 
We could just wish that we had been 
told more about this. 

The summary of it all is that Jesus had 
risen, and Mary's grief had turned to 
great joy. Mary Magdalene is not the 
only one happy that the Lord and Savior 
lives. It soon became the message of 

. every evangelist throughout the world 
of that day, and is still the greatest mes­
sage man can ever hear. 

Dan Dipert Tours 
Uttl1 Rock .d1P1rturt1 

Deluxe motorcoach and air tour• 
Grand Ole Opry, July 8-10, 3 days, $125; 
Florida Funfnt, May 11, for 8 days, $365; 
Hawaiian Adventure (D/FW Departure by 
air), 14 days, three Islands, July 19-Aug. 1, 
$969 from Dallas; New England Fall 
Foliage, six Little Rock <lepartures starting 
Sept. 16, 11 days, $505. 

· Price quoted Includes 
· everything but noonday lunch. 

Also wide variety of other motorcoach 
and air tours departing Dallas. Writ• or 
call for full ltlnerarln on above or for full 

· 

catalogue, or sff your local travel agent. 
In Llttle Rock It's 

R. 8. (Bob)
Peters Travel Service 
2813 Kavanaugh 688-0242 

lllldq111rt111 for 001,1111 lrlvll 1dvllll'J 
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Attendance report 
M1rch27,19n 

Sunday Church Church 
Church School Tralnlns 1ddn1. 

APRIL SHOWER 
Alexander, First 94 47 
Alpena, First 34 15OF~BARGAINS ! Ash Flat, First 52 
Batesville, First 239 94 
Bentonville, Central Avenue 74 29iii \\\\\\\\ : Berryville 

First 162 65> • • • • C: Freeman Heights 162 . 60 
Rock Springs 62 39 

78: The cold weather and severe m Biscoe, First 35 
Booneville 

First 273energy cr1s1s left . us .over­ u, South Side 93 65 
w Bryant, First Southern 214 107stocked! NOW ... to make room J:li 64Cabot, First 430> Caledonia 43 17 

Camden, Cullendale First . 509 138 m Conway, Second 361 150 3 
ca: for new Spring merchandise, C: 
u, Crossett, Mt. Olive 386 179 10we're having 8 n Danville, First 170 46 

u, Dell 162 73 
w El Dorado, Weit Side 478 471

J:li Elkins, First 101> Ft. Smith 

ca: END-OF-WINTER C: Grand Avenue 988 235 
Mission 14u, Haven Heights 202 117 

First 1086 287 13 
Temple 111 60 
Trinity 124 43 

Fouke, First 120 61 

CLEARANCE m 

w J:li> SALE! 
u, 

Gentry,First 147 51C: Gi llett,First 80 16ca: m Gillham 38 u, Green Forest, First 173 67Prices have been slashed on 
82 

Greenwood, first 307 159 
Hampton, First 142 n 
Hardy, First 122 32 
Harrison, Wood land Heights 143 80> Hector, First , 39 13 

Ill hundreds of items from our u, 

regular stock. Come in ... for < 
J:li 

Hopeca: m Calvary 153 81 
First 362 

Hot Springs, Patk Place 237 59 
Hughes, First 170 57 

u, savings throughout the store. 100 

u, 
Jacksonville 

First 450 104
w J:li 

Marshall Road 168> -::-25-SOD/o OFF 67C: Jonesboro, Friendly Hope 135 73ca: m Lavaca, First 248 150 
Little Rock 

Chicot Road 112 63 
Cross Road 99 85 

u, SELECTED 
u, Crystal Hill 137 SBw TOP QUALITY ITEMS 
J:li> 

life Line 522 
Martindale 121 61C: Woodlawn 109 44 

Magnolia, Central 619 213 
u, Monticel lo, Second 290 93 

Mulberry, First 202 93 

ca: -::- IN-STORE SALES m 
Murfreesboro, First 161 38u, North Little Rock 

ONLY 
> 

Ca lvary 387 108J:li Harmony 49 26 
Levy 391 82 

w (Sorry, no mail or phone orders) 
ca: Park HIii 810Visit the Baptist Book Store m 

C: 
Osceola, Eastside 94 
Paragould

u, 65 

nearest you and SAVE, SAVE, Calvary 287 184en East Side 258 93 
First 448 104w J:li Paris, First 332 70 

SAVE during the> C: Pine Bluff 
Centenniill 143 56 
Central 149 42 
East Side 127 65 

ca: APRIL SHO.WER m 
Lee Memorial 265 . 139en South Side 614 119w Tucker 22J:li Watson Chapel 480 211> Rogers, Immanuel 447 76ca: < Russellville 

u, 
OF BARGAINS 

u, BAPTIST m First 538 122 
Second 150 45 

Sheridan, First 174 83 en Sherwood, First 253 71 
Sprin gdale J:li Berry Street 55 30 

BOOK 
Caud le Avenue 152. 64 

NGROWTH Elmdale 274 8~ 
STORES C: 

m First 1456 
Texarkana 

Arabe lla Heights 93 
Hickory St reet 112 17 
Highland Hills 146 53 
Shiloh Memorial 163 56 

Special prices 
Toltec 98 54 
Vandervoort, First 42 31 
Wabash, Immanuel 54 

good through the entire 
month of April West Helena, Secor{d 206 110 

Wooste r, First 125 66 
Yellville, First 131 41 
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Ethnicity - A boon or hindrance to .S.1 
LIBERTY, Mo. (BP) ~ Ethnicity - the to help make sure ethnicity would be a 

growth of ethnic identification - could bridge - without destroying the ethnic 
become a barrier preventing millions of identities that give direction and mean­
Americans from full participation in ing to the lives of many Americans," 
American life, a Baptist sociologist Chasteen says, "and continues to be its 
warns. purpose." 

· · On the other hand, urges Edgar Chas- When the center officially opened in , teen, director of the Mid-America · May 1976, more than 400 persons
Ethnic Activities Center at William representing 25 ethnic groups attended.. Jewell College, a Baptist school here, White Cloud and Yellow Fish were"The revival of ethnicity could help to . joined by Asphanek, Bajich, Biscelgia,reduce currently high levels of apathy Frohevin, · Goodesal, Ihrig, Pai, Parra,and alienation in the United States." Kozaki, Sulkowski, Tomarakos and aThe growth of ethnic identification German brass band from Rynkel, West 

Germany. 

"No one seems to know exactly why 
the sudden upsurge in -ethnic identity,'' 
says Chasteen, but he believes the book 
and recent national televising of 
"Roots" will contribute considerably 
toward the trend. 

"'Cl ::, 
:::Do "It's popular," he continues, "in pres­Ai ...j0 a. . 3 E a. ent day America to be a 'hyphenated

"'>" 0 at 
.... 

American' - Indian-American,0 - c,,~ ~ ~E c,, Mexican-American, Black-American, 
~>!l.rD n and so on. 
NZ g-" ::r 

V'l ~ I» "Some sociologists think the upsurge::I>og- ca in ethnic identity grew o.ut of the Civilv, E CD = Ai - Rights Movement and the 'Black is-~ ► ::,0 bea.utiful' idea that really took shape in~ Q.;; -~ -~ the 1960s," he says.vi::, l"I -~ ...j rD :r -~ Chasteen blasts the "melting pot"z E Ai -~ I""' Ai ::, philosophy •in vogue from the 1920s=-- l"l'I Q,.QQ -~ through the 1950s, which "reduced::.~0.rD
rD V'l .. everyone to a common level of,,~~ s. 

mediocrity," and a concept with which0 >"'
l"I - Ai he says many political scientists are dis­,:-~ 0 Q. .. > .. Q. satisfied.
>N .. 
.. - rD,:-z "Many psychologists explain the sud­"' "' ~l"l'I den emergence of ethnicity," says Chas­
N ,g "' teen, "as a search for personal identity N 

in an increasingly urbanized and 
bureaucratic society. As nations and 
cities grow bigger, the individual seems 
smaller and less significant. To 
rediscover one's ancestors, food, 
language and c,ustorris seems to be a dis­
covery and affirmation of one's in­
dividual worth," Chasteen says. 

= w Q. 

The Ethnic Activities Center, begun by 
questions, Chasteen, professor of 
among Americans raises some urgent 

Chasteen at William Jewell College, was 
sociology at William Jewell, told Baptist organized, he says, to ensure that 

ethnicity would be a bridge for as manyPress: 
"Some ethnic groups are pressing to Americans as it would affect. 

have their language taught in the public The center works with more than 25 
·schools'. Some politicians champion one ethnic groups in the Kansas City area,
ethnic group · and criticize others ... including Black, Jewish, Polish, Mex­
Many Americans don't feel a part of the ican, Japanese, Chinese, Serbian, Sa­
national life. They feel cut off and left moan, Italian, Vietnamese, Greek and 
out. Ethnicity, however, could serve as a more than a, dozen others.
bridge to draw them into fuller par­
ticipation." Representatives of the various groups 

The Ethnic Center, which Chasteen -are invited to campus to speak to stu­
directs, grew. out of a need to "break dents. And students spend weekends 
down barriers between ethnic groups, with ethnic families, attend their 

'' 

. 
churches and become familiar with the 
ethnic communities. 

The center also provides a speaker's 
bureau, ethnic programs for local 
church and civic clubs, tours of ethnic 
communities - including an authentic 
ethnic meal, a walking tour and 
dialogue focused on the history and 
customs of the area. 

In the spring and fall •each year, a 
Human Family Reunion is held on the 
William Jewell campus, as part of center 
activities. · 

"Every human has a standing in­
vitation," says Chasteen. The event has a 
variety of music, songs, crafts and food. 
Guests of honor come in their native 
dress, speaking their native language, 
sharing their cultural heritage. "It's an 
opportunity to meet members of the 
human family we may never have seen 
before," he says. 

The program's influence on students 
is illustrated in part by a recent ex­
perience at the U.S. Disciplinary Bar­
racks in Ft. Leavenworth, Kan., a military 
prison. 

A Baptist college student sat "scared 
to death" as more than 200 prisoners 
filed into the prison's gymnasium. For 
2½ hours the prisoners dialogued with 
15 students from the Ethnic Center, con­
cerning ethnic and racial problems in 
the prison and society in general. 

Talk was intense and occasionally 
hostile, Chasteen recalls. 

As the evening ended, one prisoner 
after another took the microphone to 
thank the Baptist collegians. The student 
who had been "scared to death", as 
were others, admitted it to the gathering 
- prisoners and students - and said, "I 
found that people are pebple wherever 
you find them." 

Students from the Center have since 
made several trips to the prison, at the 
inmates' request. 

The William Jewell effort is one 
among many, a seed in a uni-verse of in­
finite potential, Chasteen believes, and 
a contribution to ethnic understanding. 

"Either we learn to live together or WC;! 

wind up killing each other. Our world is 
a fascinating and often frustrating 
place," he says. "To increase the fascina­
tion and reduce the frustration we need 
to learn to function across group boun­
daries. 

. "We don't know each other very well, 
and some of us live better than others. 
But this little globe is home for all of us 
..." Chasteen concludes. 
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