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Language Missions Day, Aug. 11

'Love your neighbor' gives rise to mission
If Harold Gately had hi s druthe", he'd really rather the Hanmaun (One Heart) con·
gregation at Springdale have a Korean pa stor

to lead them.
It's not that Gately, a mi ssionary to Korea
for 15 yea rs, is anxi.ous to give up preaching
eac h Sunday in Korean and visiting new
families w ith the Koreans. H e just thinks a
Korean could meet certain cultura l and
psychological needs better.
Gately has been director of missions fo r
Washington-Madison Association in the
no rthwest corner of the state for nearly three
yea rs. With hi s background, it was natural

that he offered help when he found 10

" Love Your Neighbor " is the heart of
language missions in a country with as
diverse a cult ural heritage as the U. S.
Language Missions Day will be celebrated Sunday. Aug. II, in Sou thern
Baptist churches across the nation.

Korean stud ents meeting for worship and
study near th e Universi ty of A rkansas Fa yet·
teville camp us in the sp ring of 1984.
The DOM invited the group to meet at the
associationa l office and became the small
congregatio n's preacher. H e says he's confortable ministe ring to their spi ritual needs,
but still looks toward a Korean pastor to meet
other needs.
The Korean co ngregation, now about 35

members strong, including 20 st udents, is
spon sored by Springdale's First Church.

Gately still is the preacher, th ough they have
com mittees w ho plan wo rship services and
choose alte rn ating leaders. Congregation
members also prepa re the bulletin and provide the refreshments for fellowsh ip w hich
follows the serv ices.
The Korean famili es who attend don' t see
much o f each ot her during the week. They
come o n Sundays from Rogers, Bentonville,
Fayetteville or Lincoln. Abou t 100 Koreans
li ve in the area, accord ing to the 1980
census.
.
The Korea ns in Benton and Washington
counties are estimated to be about one-sixth
of thi s ethnic group in Arkansas. But this
ethnic group is on.ly one of 20 identified by
the national census whic h make up two percent of the state's population .
With two out of every 100 A rkansa ns ha ving eth ni c origi ns, A rka nsas Baptists have
am ple opportu niti es to love th ei r neighbor
as they ce lebrate language Missions Day

Su nday, Aug. 11. -

Betty ). Kennedy

Plans altered for 1985 Baptist Youth Day

In this issue
5 get ready!
Will. }'Uu r church be ready to take full advantage of next year 's Good · News America
simultaneous revivals? In his regular column,
ABSC Executi\>€ Director Don Moore outlines
preparations being made for the evangelistic
push and details w hat your church can do
to make 1986 a banner year.

The 198S Baptist Youth. Day at Magic
Springs planned for Saturday, Sept. 7, wil l
not be held, accordi ng to the Church Train·
ing Department of the Arkansas Bapti st State
Convention, sponsor of th e event.
The decision to cancel the event was made
as a result. of cirq J,mstances surrouhdihg the
impendil1g··sa le Of the them,e park, said Bill
Falkner, Ch""Ui-c~ Trai ning associate. Plan s for
the 1986 Baptist Youth Day remain intact,

ca lendar, and pl anning is ul)derway for the
biggest day eve r," said Fa lkner.
Bapt fst Youth Day bega n in 1980 and has
continued to be t he largest single youth
event in th e state, noted Falkner. Its purpose
is to create awareness about Di sci plelife, the
Ch ri stian growth emphasis of youth Church
Training, he added.
Questions about Baptist Youth Day may
be directed to ihe Chu rch Training Depart·

however. "The date of Sept. 6 is on the 1986

me nt, P. 0. Box SS2, littl e Rock, AR 72203.

'You can't teach an old dog new tricks '
8-12 missions giving
The six-month's report of gifts by A rkansas
Baptist churches to the Cooperative Program
shows the missions heart of congrega tions
cooperating with the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention.

Many adults are convinced th ey ca n't
lea rn like they used to. They are vict im s
of th e bias reflected in th e ol d max im,
" You can' t teach an old dog new tricks:·
If it was as difficult for adults to lea rn
as some bel ieve, you could never account
for the milli ons of adu lt s w ho attend college classes o r part icipate in trai ning programs each year.
l ook over th e following sc hedul e of

Term I. Notice the lea rning opportuni ties
offered in Christi an educati on, church
growth, Bible and th eology. D ecid e now
to take adva nta ge of o ne or more.
The classes begin Friday, Aug. 23, in
Room 58 of the A rkansas Rehabilitation
In stitut e (fo rm e rl y Centra l Baptist
classes cost o nly $30 each. For further in·
fo rm ation, contact l ehman F. Webb at

clases for Boyce Bible Sc hool's 1985-86

376-479 1 o r 7S8-634S.

Hospita l) in littl e Rock. Th e e ight-week

Boyce Bible School Term I

Aug. 23-0ct, 12, 1985

Friday
6·7:SS p.m.
8:20-10:15 p.m.

0800 Church Education Program
0520A Old Testament Survey

Bili Falkner ,
, W. T. Holland

Saturday
7: 45-9:40 a. m.
10:15 a.m: - 12:10 p.m.
12:50-2:45 p.m.
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0724 Churc h Growth
0600 Introductio n to Theology

Ca rl Overton

0500 Orientation

W. T. Ho ll a nd

Floyd Tidsworth
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Baptist polity

J. Everett Sneed

Baptist ch urch government provides for the autonomy of each
area of work. This means no entity in Baptist life has control over

another. At first consideration, it would seem that, in an organization this loosely structured, nothing could be accomplished.
The various denominations have different types of chu rch polity (or structures under which they operate). Several types of chu rch
government are prevalent today . Among these are the episcopal,

the monarchical, the presbyterian and the congregational.
IIi the episcopal form of church government, th e bishop has
total authority over the churches. The wo rd "episcopal" comes
from a Greek word meaning "overseer" or " bishop." In this

system, there is a sharp distinction between the laity and the clergy.
Several denominations have a monarchical system , where there
is an elevation of bishops, with some having authority over others.
In this system, there is a self-perpetuating autocracy, with th e local
congregation making few or no decisions.
In presbyterian polity, authority is vested in the presbyters o r
elders. The church is controlled by congregationally elected elders,
who are equal in rank and over whom is no high er authority.
Baptists have a congregat ional form of government, which requires that every member be equal and eac h local church,
autonomous. Th ere is ample scriptural support for the Baptist
democratic approach . Our government is closely tied to the sc riptural teaching of soul co mpetency o r the individual priesthood
of the believer.
Every body outside the local church (the association), the state
convention and the Southern Baptist Convention, serves the same
purposes: (I) to strengthen th e propagation of the gospe l at hom e
.and abroad; (2) to give unity and cohesion to our work; and (3)
to provide fellowship among Christians of like faith .
In each area of Baptist life, complete autonomy prevails. This
means that no unit can exercise authority oiler any other unit. Each
local church voluntarily unites with the association, the sta te convention and the Southern Baptist Convention. But each of the three
denominational bodi es is solely autonOmo us in determining all
of its activities. The same person may partic ipate in all of the bodies
or in only some of them .
Each of the three bodies outside the local ch urc h ex ists to
undergird and to strengthen the local congregation in ca rrying out
its New Testament purposes. Thus, every denominational agency o r activity is only justWed by the assista nce it provides directly .
or indirectly to local congregations.
There are numerous evidences that o ur Baptist polity is working. First, Southern Baptists are the fastest growing evangelical

denomination in the world. Our system appea ls to people and
provides a cha ll enge to meet the New Testament commission.
The response of people with their money also shows the success of our polity. At present, many denominations with episcopal
o r monarchical governments are expe riencing grave financial difficultie;;. People can not be coerced to give. They will only respond
as they are c hall enged to see a need.
Fina ll y, th e extent of our miss ion program, benevolent work,
and hi gher ed ucation shows our government to be wo rking. Eac h
ca lls for a definite type of involveme.n t on the part of our people.
The question still remains, " How are we able to work together
since th ere is no one to dictate or coerce?" First, all Baptists start
with the same premise, th at is, the Bible is our only sou rce for
autho rity a'nd practice. Th is provides a basis from which great
similarities spring.
Baptists hold to the individual p riesthood of the believer, wit h
only the Holy Spirit directing. When everyone is complete ly and
totall y dominated by God, complete unity w ill prevail. When thi s
is true, we will not be a democracy bu t a theocracy or a
thea-democracy.
Finally, there must be some nexibility for our polity to work.
Major problems occur when a considerable number of people
dogmatically maintain their own personal infallibility. Most Baptists st rongly contend for their point of view and then abide by
th e majority decision. As long as this is true, we will con tin u e to
know success.
•
Perhaps our greatest problems arise because of ou r representation by proxy. Since the convention can not be in session all the
time, boards, commissions and committees must cond uct our
business between session~. These board members, like messengers
to the convention, represe nt only th em selves, as they are guided
by the Holy Spirit. The vastness of our structure, with more than
90 ongoing considerations, places an even greater responsibility
on news agencies. When information is provided , the differences
of opinio n often are minimized.
Our polity lend s itself to the flow of ideas in all directions,
from the local c hurch to the convention, or from the convention
to the loca l ch urch. O ur democratic prOcess requires patience,
and some nexibility. It m eans ideas must be submitted and
eva lu ated by others. Those who truly seek the good of our Baptist work will gladly submit their ideas for app rai sal. When we can
do this and then happily abide by the judgements of democratic
action, our success is assured and the gospel can be spread to
the ends of th e ea rth .
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One layman's opinion
Daniel R. Grant

The hazards of celebrating your 100th birthday
Making a decision on whether to celebrate
your 100th birthday would seem to be a very
easy and simple thing to do. That's wha t J
thought some years ago as we began looki ng toward the iOOth year of O uac hit a Bap-

tist University.
We began making plans as early as 1976,
when our nation was celebrating its 200th

birthday. We had a planning retreat at Marble Falls, with faculty, staff, st udents, alumni and church leaders focusing.on " Centennial Decade Goals for Ouachita:· The Arkansas Baptist State Convention approved these

goals in November 1976.
Celebrating Ouachita's Centennial is not
even a matter of doubt, o r so l thought. Last
fall, I attended the Centennial Convocation
at Hendrix College and asked President Joe
H atcher if he had any advice for me as we
prepared for celebrati ng Ouachita's Centennial. H is reply was short and simple, " Don't
do it, Dan! "

Of course, I thought he was kidding, but
as we moved into th e myri ad of details for
our centennial, I came to see at least some

of th e things that must have concerned him :
(1)

In a tim e of budget crunch and level-

ing enrollments, how can we justify spendi ng
ext ra money on the frills of a year-l ong
centennial celebration? I could sense some
faculty uneasiness on th at point.
(2) At a time w hen more emphasi s is be-

ing placed on quality education and high
academic standards, how• can the sc hoo l
calendar handl e all .the ex tra activities
without a se rious log jam? Faculties have a

way of getting uptight about what they call
" ca lendar clutter" from student activi ties.
(3) An even more serious pitfall is the
tempt ati on to turn a centennial celebration
into an unchristian revisi on of the gospel
song " How Great Thou Art!" and make it
" How Great We Are! " Ouachita's 100 years
of service and progress have been possible

only through the grace of God.
And therein lies the answer to our de lemma. The only acceptable purpose, ultimately,
for a centennial celebration by a Christian
uni versity is to glorify God. The com mittees
that ha ve been hard at work during the past

year have made this their prayer, and I convi nced it is undeniable reality.
Several features will make it so:
( 1)

The dual focus is on thanksgiving for

the remarkable accomplishme nts of the past
and rededication to work ing for an even
stronger future for Ouachita .

(2) But what about the cost1 Twenty special
friends of Ouachita stepped forward as
" Centennial Sponsors" and agreed to underwrite the cost without diminishing their
regular support fo r Ouachita. They share our
excitement about the centen nial.

(3) Finally, what about all of the "calendar clutter" ? The committees have worked
hard to emphasize quality rather than quantity in centennial activities. Most of the events
will be the same as in previ ous years, but
simply with a st rong centennial dimension.
Hazardou s? Yes, but we ll wort h the risk!
After all, you turn 100 only once in you r life.
Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita
Baptist University.

Journeymen application
deadline set at Aug. 15
RICHMOND, Va . -Those who want to
be included in the early group of
journeymen from the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Boa rd nex t yea r must have
their applica tions postmarked by Aug. 15.
The journeymen program seeks four-year
co ll ege graduates, age 26 and under,
interested in using th eir skills on oversea s
miss ion field s fo r two yea rs.
Applicants mu st be act ive Sou thern Bapti sts, U. S. ci tizens and qualified for speci fic
mission tasks. If not si ngle, th ey mu st b e
chi ldless and marr ied for at least one yea r.

Also, they must be in good phys ical and
emotiona l hea lth.

Requ ests for th e first gro up of th e 1985-87
term stil l are coming in fro m missionaries
throughout the world. Youth and student
workers, teachers, nurses and business people such as secretaries and bookkeepers are
high priority req uests this yea r.
Applicants selected will begin training
March 3. A second group will begin train·
ing in August. Applications for that group will

be due Jan. 15.
The Foreign Mission Board commissio ned
109 journeymen in 1985.
In terested persons should immediately

contact Wendy Norvelle in the FMB Personnel Selection Department at (804)353.()151.
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Dickerson honored-Baptist Student Union alumni of Henderson SlAte University
and Arkansas SlAte Uni>-.rsity honored Arliss Dickerson July 20 in recognl!ion of 75
years of service as a BSU director. Dickerson served for nine years as director o( the
Henderson SlAte BSU and has completed six years o( jervice ar ASU. The affair l!',d!Jp·
ed recollections of humorous occurrences at the two institutions and the presenta·
lion of a $1,000 appreciation gill. Above, Tom Logue, slAte BSU director, Is shown
returning pieces of loudly-styled clothing he supposedly borrowed from Dickerson when
Dickerson was a student at Southern Baptist College. Sharing the laughter with Logue
and Dickerson were Oelrro righO Dickerson~ wile, Sue, and daughters, Lane and /Gara. '
Bruce Venable (st.lndlng) served as an STS worker ar ASU. ·
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missionary notes

Don Moore

You'll be glad
to know ...
... Somebody is doing something! I
know you have asked, " Why can't ali of us
Arkansas Baptists get together and one time
re~lly saturate this
state with the gospel
of }esusl" You know
when you ask it that
someone is going to
have to take the lead.
"Why doesn't somebody do something/"
You know if you
really saturate the
state wilh the gospel,
it would involve
public and private
Moore
communication . It would involve printed,
radio and television communication. No ap·

proach could fail to utilize all of these.
Hovvever, it really has to happen in the local
church if it is to be of lasting value.
Would you believe, We are doing
something! We are, by faith, reserving
billboards, radio and televis ion time. We
have the production already completed. We
are going to be ready to blitz the state with
a media program.
What about your local church? You need
to get good and ready!
(1) Buy your New Testaments early for
distribution in yo ur community this fall.

(2) Plan, prepare and perform a " People
Search" that will reveal who and where your
prospects are. (You give out your testaments
in connection with the " People Search.")
(3) Enlist' a maximum number of people
on S.ou l Winning Commitment Day in

January.
(4) Train the largest soul w inning force in

l;eSiie Fetters, journeyman to Philippines,
has completed her two--year term of service
as a teacher at a refugee center in Bataan,

Philippines, and returned to the State (address: Box 7635, Des Arc, AR 72040), her
hometown. Before she was employed by the
Foreign Mission Board in July 1983, she was
graduated frpm Arkansas State University.
Susan Hughey, journeyman to Japan ;- has
completed her tW"O-year term of service as

a program assistant Kyoto Friendship House,
Kyoto, Japan and returned to the State. (ad·
dress: .1109 N. Redding, West Memphis, AR
72301) her hometown. Before she was
employed by the Foreign Mission Board in
july 1983, she was graduated from Ouachita
Baptist Unive,.ity, Arkadelphia.

Africa and retu rned to the States (address:
508 Ash St., Fordyce, AR 71742), her
hometown. Before she was employed by the
Foreign Mission Board in July 1983, she was
graduated from the University of Arkansas,

Little Rock.
Mary. Coffman, journeyman to Austria,
has completed her two-year term of service

returned to the State (address: Box 2, Scotland, AZ 72141). She was born in Clinton .

ty of Oklahoma, Norman.

she was a research assistant at the Universi-

Woman's viewpoint
Mary Maynard Sneed

.. lA..

" A:.

A mature commitment
For several months, she wore the little gold
ring that turned her finger green. Sometimes

she pulled it back and scrubbed th e stai n
vigo rously with a toothbrush, but never
could she be induced to take it off. It was
a gift of love, symbolic of her engagement
to the little boy across the street.
Generally, they played with his miniature
racing cars or her Barbie dolls on ou r patio,

but on one fateful day they were playing
touch football with seve ral of the other
neighborhood chi ldren. It happened, unfortunately, that she outscored him at that game
in the presence of all his peers. Humiliated

of the medi a campaign can help yo u get the
crowds out for services.
(6) Prepare to follow-up converts with the
"S urvival Kit" st udy and "Masterlife."
None of thi s can happen without adequate prayer and preparation. Wouldn't you
like to see God tou ch down in great
evangelistic power next year? If so, let's
prepare so we will not be a hindrance. We
must get out materials and evangelistic team,
now! We must pray, now!

choking back the tears.
A few decisive minutes later, he greeted
her at the corner of the block with the nev.ts
that the engagement was off and he wanted
his ring back. She obediently removed the
precious symbol and laid it directly in his
open palm, with a pop to the nose that land-

Don Moore is executive director of the

his mother.
That same afternoon, she saw him present
" her" ring to a little girl who practiced sit ting sidesaddle on a bicycle to avoid wrinkl-

beyond words, he walked home alone,

ed him Oat on his back. He picked himself
up, brushed himself off and ran sobbing to

ing her skirt. Our little girl rubbed her eyes
on the sleeve of her shirt and came cryfng
home to Mama.
Truly, small rpmances die hard, but lasting
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Donna Whitley, journeyman to South
Africa, has completed her tW"O-year term of
service as assistant to the associate director
for southern Africa in Johannesburg, South

has completed her two-year term of service
as a librarian In Monrovia, liberia and

the history of your church during the last of

Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

technician in Fort Worth, Texas.

as a youth worker in Salzburg, Austria, and
returned to the States (ad dress: 722
Westridge Ter., Norman, OK 73069) She was
born in Little Rock. Before she was employed
by the Foreign Mission Board in July 1983,

Cindy McClain, journeyman to Liberia,

January, February and first of March.

(S) Conduct a full week's Simultaneous
Revival between March 16 and April 6. All

Before she was employed by the Foreign Mis·
sion Board .in July 1983, she was a therapist

rela ti ons hips requ ire mature commitment.
Marriage is not for children. The decisiOn to
marry must be made by adults who are committed to a lifetime relationship.
To a chi ld, love is little more than sentiment. It is more self-serving than self-giving.
The happiness is accomplished by the simple satisfaction of his own immediate needs
and desires. The joy that come from making others happy exists in a spiritual realm
he has not explored.
Yet, all too often, such a childish concept
of love and happiness does enter into the
decision to marry. Since the immaturity of
one or both partners is the source of most
marital conflict, our next column will be
concerned with the types and characteristics
of maturity.

Mary Maynord Sneed is a North Little Rock
homemaker and an adult Sunday School
teacher at Park Hill Church.

Golf tournament date set
The annual church staff golf tournament

will be held at Re bsa men Park Golf Course
in Little Rock on Monda y, Aug. 19, beginning at 10 a.m. There will be two nights of
competition . Contact Johnny Jackson , 1717
N. Mississ ippi, Little Rock, AR 72207.

update

Arkansas all over
by Millie Gill/ ABN staff writer

people

J. Edward North has resigned as pa stor
Terry Traxler began
servi ng ju ne 16 as
pasto r of M o ntrose
Church. A nat ive o f

Monroe, La., he at·
te nded l ou isiana
Coll ege and was o rdained to th e
ministry in Delhi,

La., in 1973. He is
married to the
fo rm er Johnnie
Traxler
Brown. Th ey have
o ne son, l ee. The Traxler fa mily moved
to Montrose j uly 1.
Jesse E. Porter of West H elena di ed July
21 at age 69 of a heart attack w hile pa rticipat ing in a Boy Scou t encampment
nea r Cim arron, N. M., with his wife,
Joyce, their so n, Jesse E. (Ru sty), and two

gra ndc hi ldre n. Porte r was a deaco n and
Sund ay sc hoo l teache r at West Hele na
Ch urc h . He had served for 12 yea rs as a
membe r of Arkan sas Baptist Found ation
Board of D irectors. H e had bee n a mis·
sions volu nteer in M alawi , Michigan and
M exico. Porter had se rved for 27 yea rs as
West H elena mayor. His fun eral se rvices

were he ld a t West Hele na Chu rch july 25
with burial in Cypert . Other su rv ivors in·
d ude a son, Ri ley, of West Helena; two
daughters, Judie Free of West H elena and
Jan Ai nley of Pa ragou ld ; fou r sisters and
six grandch ildren .

Paul Meers of Littl e Rock d ie d july 23 at
age 60. A fo rm er state represe ntati ve, he
was a deacon at Lakeshore Dri ve Chu rch
in little Rock . H e se rved on th e
O uac hita Baptist Unive rsity Board of
Trustees and was a li fe member of th e
boa rd of directors of Youth Hom e, Inc.,
ha ving provided the fi rst residence for
You th H om e and supported the pro ject
o n a contin uing basis. In 1982, he was
named Man o f the Yea r by th e Ba pti st
Student Unio ns of Arkansas. M ee rs was
co-spon so r of th e bill that establi shed th e
Uni vers ity of Arkansas at Little Roc k.
Funeral serv ices we re held July 25 at
Lakesho re Drive Church w ith burial in
M elbo urne Cemetery. Survi vo rs are his
w ife, Eli zabeth M ason M ee rs; two so ns,

David C. Meers of Litt le Roc k a nd Pa ul 5.
M eers o f Dardanelle; and two
grand children .
Greg Spea rs was licensed to the ministry
Ju ly 14 at Wa rd First Church. He was
also commissioned for eva ngelisti c work
in Brazil. Spea rs left july 17 to ass ist with
the Amazo n-Arka nsas Part nership
M ission.
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of Blyt hevi lle First Ch urc h, effective Aug .

toget her. Const ru ction costs are estimated
at $440,000, acco rding to pastor D. W.

Sewell.

11. H e has accepted a ca ll to serve as
pasto r of First Church in Humbo ldt,
Tenn.

Hope Calvary <;hurch recently licensed
Tho mas Newton to the mini stry.

Do ug Beasley recen tly resigned as
mini ster of music and media at H aven
H eights Church, Fo rt Smith . H e was jo in
the staff of Adamsville Church in
Goldsboro, N . C. , as director of mu sic

a nd youth .

Ward First Church o bserved its 60th anniversary july 28. Pa ul Pearson, pastor of
Aberd ee n First Church, and Milburn Hill,

pastor of DeValls Bluff First Church, were
speakers. Pastor Bill Hilburn re ported that
a tim e capsul e will be buried Aug. 4 as
pa rt of the anniversary celebration.

Garth Rotramel has joi ned the sta ff o f
Fayetteville Immanu el Church as music
an d youth directo r. H e and hi s wife,
Debra, ca me to Fayettev ill e from Gree n
Forest First Church.

a

South Highland Church in Little Roc k

will launch a " Together W e Build" pro·
gram Aug. 26 for an edu cational
building, acco rd ing to pastor James Hays.

John DiMiceli has join ed the staff of
Spri ngdale First Ch urch as mu sic d irecto r,
com ing there fro m Spring, Texas.
DiMiceli and his wife, Ru ann, are paren ts
of t hree sons.
·
Marty Gibson was o rdained to the
ministry July 7 at Crosby Church. H e
serves as pasto r o f D enmark Churc h.

Grand Avenue Church in Fort Smith has

80 family m inistry tea ms, composed of
deacons and yokefell ows and th ei r wives
and single adults, to help pastor j ames
Bryant to meet members needs.

Osceola first Church mission tea m wa s
in Huntington, Ind., july 20·27 assisting a
church th ere w ith backya rd Bible clubs
and a reviva l.

Jim Browne is serv ing as pasto r of
Blytheville Tr inity Church, goi ng th ere
from Cotton Pla nt First Ch urch.

Havana First Church held a baptismal
service July 7 in w hi ch pasto r Bill Stort s

bapt ized Lucy Morphew, age 95.
Leroy Rogers is ag~in servi ng as pastor of
Mountai nburg First Church, having serv·
ed th ere as pasto r from 1976 to 1980. H e
has served as pasto r and as a staff
member of oth er Arkansas churc hes.

Snowball Church nea r M arshall is
remodeling its sa nctuary, according to
pasto r Glen Griffin.
Altus First Church held a deacon ordina·
tio n service rece ntl y fo r David Bramlett .
Those parti ci pating we re George
Oomerese, directo r of mi ss ion s fo r Cl ear
Creek Associa tion, And y Verrett, Wallace
West, Kenneth Poag ue and pa sto r Kelly
D unn .

Truett King w ill join the staff of Hot
Sprin gs Secon d Church as minister of
education .

Mike Tall ey has joined th e staff of
Malvern Third Church as mini ster of
mu sic and you th.

Bill N eal is servin g as pastor of Mount
Verno n Chu rch at Benton .

briefly
Co nco rd Church at M ena observed its
l OOth anniversary June 30. Program per·
sonalities were pa sto r Ross Wi lliams,
Gilbert Nichols, directo r of missions fo r
O uachita Associati on, and fo rm er pasto rs.

Woodland Church at Clarksville rece ntl y
ce lebrated its 35t h anniversa ry w ith
homeco ming se rvices. Pasto r Sam H C1Well
moderated the Sund ay afternoon service
that included presentation of th e church
histo ry, recognition of former pa stors,
speakers, mu sic and congregational
sin gi ng.
Baring Cross Church in North l ittle Rock
attai ned a membe rship of 2,000 in June
fo r th e fi rst time, acco rding to pasto r

je rry Hoga n.
Moun t Ca rme l Church at Ca bot he ld a
groundbreaki ng service July 21
10, 400 sq uare foot edU cational
an additional parking l ot and a
wa lkway system th at w ill tie all

for a
building,
cove red
buildings

Calvary Association mission tea m has
returned from Colum bus, M o nt., w here

they e nla rged the Columbus Ch urc h
auditorium .
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Groups of 12 or more
Famous Great Passion Play package
includes $7.50 tickets plus lodging
swimming and meals at

Keller's Country Dorm Resort
Eureka -Springs, Ark.
all for juSI 120 each

call 501/253-8418 today!

Bus tour to California ·
3 dip • Deparl Sept. 2 • $850
Free brochure: Ralph's Travel Club,
P. 0. Box 914,
Norlh Little Rock, AR 72115,
Phone: (501) 753-8280

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS. PUMPS

FACTORY DIRECT
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679
TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO

3511 HIX.SONPIKE•CHAnANOOGA. TN37415

Couple wanted
Family looking for childless couple ,
ages 55 to 65, to care for elderly parents.
Nursing skills desired, but not required .
Responsibilities Include presence of one
person in ho me at all times, some cookIng, no housekeeping. Benefits include
free mobile hom e and utilities, salary in
$20,000 to $25,000 range, depending
on skills and experience.
Christian couple may apply with onepage state ment of qualificatio ns and
biographica l in fo rmation to Box 5142,
North Little Rock, Arkan sas 72119

Note burned-Star City First Church celebrated freedom from indebtedness with
a noteburning july 21. Pictured (/eft to right) are former pastors Don Cooper and Dennis
Dodson; Building Committee members Dayton Fish, B. F. McGraw }r. and Edwin Moss
Jr.; current pastor Gene Stacks and fo rmer pastor William Kennedy. The $240,000 note
was part of a $427,000 sanctuary and office complex projfft com pleted in 1976. In
a message to the church, Dodson noted that, while the congregation had spent roughly
$750,000 in nine yea rs on expansion, it also had given abou t $300,000 to missions.
ABN phol:o/ Mark lt4tlly

WIRELESS
MIC SYSTEM
SPECIAL
TELEX SYSTEMS

.I

•I f .t,'l{l/1 QUALITY
r :rr 1< SAVINGS
uv:r f GUARANTEED

··so UND SYSTEMs··
~.'f

f CMH OS
unw; TN :11- • 1Q[11 tlA:i JURJ

Chapel dedicated- The A rkansas Baptisr H ome lor Children in Monticello dedicated
a worship cen ter in its main building Ju ly 2 1. Johnny Biggs, ABSC Family and Child

Master Tape
Productions, Inc
with studio facilities located in
Jonesboro, Arkansas, offers you
fu ll 24 track custom recordings.

Weston-Davis
arranging, producing, and engineer-

ing projects to /it your individual or
group needs.
For lnformalion call 501-933-0333
August 1, 19.85

Care Services execu tive director, announced the dedication of the chapel in honor
of Eu/a Armstrong. ABHC director of special activities, and the facility 's houseparents.
The Adult IV Su nda y School Department of Firs! Church, ElDorado, provided$ 10,000
tO renovate the form er library. Hoyle Roper, a Little Rock contractor, donated hisser·
vices, allowing th e \NOrk to be done for the cost of labor and materials.

CE
-

...

GOCONEWSAMERK:A
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Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Contributions

Total cash contri butions received in the office of the Executive Director of the Executive Board,
January 1, 1985, through June 30, 1985. If any errors are found in this report, notify Don Moore,
P.O. Box 552, little Rock, AR 72203.
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ARKANSAS BAPTIST

NEWSMAO~INE

Business manager
Psychology For Chrislian Living

JOHN EWING HARAIS. M Div~ Pn.D
Lcense(IO'nsben PI'fChOIOoitl

wanled for the Alaska Baptist Convention.
BA In Business. Administration an d CPA
preferred . Must be devout churchman . Con·
tact Dr . John Allen, Alaska Baptist Convention , 1750 O'Malley Road, Anchorage,

Alaska 99516. Phone (9071 344-9627.
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When in Heber Springs, Arkansas
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JOOth anniversary
First Baptist Church
201 North Fourth Street
Heber Springs, Arkansas

Dr. Jerry A . Kirkpatrick, pastor

FALL FOLIAGE TOUR
September 28 · October 10, 1985
14 Days and 13 Nights
Price 1/2 of a twin room $1 ,099.00
Price Includes alf.entrance fees
and expenses except the
noon meal.
-TOURING-

NEW ENGLAND AREA
NOVA SCOTIA
NEW BRUNSWICK
QUEBEC
ONTARIO
KENTUCKY
and TENNESSEE.
Call: REV ROY HILTON, Tour Host
117 Stroud Street
EL DORADO, ARKANSAS
. 501-863-3307

CHRISTIAN TOURS
202 Cedar Lane
DELHI, · LOUISIANA
Augult 1, 1985

Confronting Caual ChrlsUanlty challenges Christians and the
church to consider the issue of
·complacency in Christian living.
Through the lives of great bibli
cal leaders, it looks at the meaning, call , motivation , resistance
to, and rewards of obedience
and commitment to Jesus Christ.
Includes eight biblical principles for making Christ Lord of
your life.
A remedy for complacency?
"Yes," Dr. Stanley emphatic;_ally
answers! Let his stirring messages move you and your church
from apathy and indifference to
opportunities for com mitted
$7.95
Christian living.
Charles F. Stanley is pastor of
First Baptist Church , Atlanta,
Georgia. He is
known for
his television
AT y(Jur B~JDII~I (\(Hlk Slur•

ffBROADMAN
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Your state convention at work
~IBUiaanarr Union
How Is your eyesight? Do you think you
can pass this eye test? Let's see. Can you
envision 2 million women, girls and
preschoolers involved
In quality missions
education through
WMU organizations?
You soy you can't.

Perhaps VISION 88 is
the prescription you
need.
VISION 88 is the
enlistment emphasis
of
WMU
that
endeavors to see 2
Porterfield
million women, girls
and preschoolers involved In quality mis:
sions education by 1988, our centennial
year. Arkansas WMU has set a goal of
40,376.
The important 6Spt!Ct of this enlistment
emphasis is not numbers but results. What
will it mean to the world to have that many
people involved in missions education?
A woman's prayer life will be enlarged to
include the whole world. Young children
will learn the joy of supporUng missions
around the world. As a young girl learns
of mission work, she hears and responds to
God's call to mission service. A teenager
helps international children in her town and
realizes that missions begins at home.
The ways of involvement won't be the
same for each person. The point is commitment to and involvement in God's kingdom.
Has your missions vision improved? It will
in the corning weeks as we look at principles
of enlistment. - Carolyn Porterfield, Baptist Wome n/BYW director

Missions

What sponsoring .. .
... A mission will do for your church:
(1) It will accentuate the spirit of concern
for the lost that will make it much easier for
- -- - - - • grow
your own
to
by church
reaching
people for Christ.
(2) It will give your
people In the church
a sense of challenge
and purpose.
(3) It wtll give your
church a sense of beIng partners with
God In sharing th e
qood n ews and
Tidsworth
developing disciples.
(4) It will tend to give unity around a
common qoal.
.
(5) It will let othen1 know that your church
Ia interested in extending the kingdom and
not just building a sell-centered e mpire.
(6) It will tend to draw people to your
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church who want to be involved in reaching
out to other people in kingdom enterprises.
(7) It probably will increase the offerings
in your church.
(8) It will help to surface in your church
the people who want to be servants and
want the church to reach out in unselfish
service.
(9) As the mission grows and becomes a
church, it will give your church a sense of
accomplishment and fulfillment.
( 10) Your church will be an example and
inspiration to others who also need to
become involved in extending the kingdom.
( 11) It will give your church a sense of
being directly involved in carrying out the
Great Commission. -Floyd Tidawortb Jr••
church extension director

Church Training

There's still time
The annua l Pastor-Director Retreat for
pastors and Church Training directors will
be held Aug. 9-10 and there Is still time
to register. On Oct. 6
we will launch Bold
Mission Thrust for
1985-90. In fact, Oct.
6 has been suggested
as Bold Mission
Thrust Launch Day
with special emphasis
in the worship services on the next fiveyear segment of Bold
Mission Thrust.
Holley
At the Pastor·
Director Retreat, we will give major attention to Developing Believers, one of the
three Bold Mission Thrust strategies for this
five-year period. We will deal with the basic
steps in building an effective discipleship
training program and the resources to support them.
This is an excellent time to gel the help
you need to make a good beginning for the
new year In your training program. The
total cost for meals, lodging and registration Is $20 per person. Call the Church
Training Department now for reservations.
- Robert Holley, director

r-----

Annuity/Stewardship

Retirement planning
When should one start planning for the
retirement years? Regardless of age, It isn't
too early to start.
Young pastors or staff members find It dif·
ficult lo start retirement planning for three
reasons. First, retirement seems so distant.
One is t9mpled to reason that 30 or 40 years
is more than adequate. A low beginning
sa la ry Is the second obstacle to retireme nt
planning. Churches con help employees
overcome this problem by contributing to
the Annuity Board's retirement program for

all employees.
The thtrd difficulty relates to high ex·
penses. Young families, getting establish ed, often use most of their income for family
needs.
Older pastors and staff members find It
difficult to build adequate retirement funds
becouse Ume Is no longer on their side.
These example's emphasize the Importance of getting an early start. A 25-yearold minister whose church contributes 10
percent of his salary to a retirement program can expect 70 percent of his preretirement pay as a retirement benefit. A
35-year-old man expects 50 percent, and a
55-year-old sees his retirement benefit drop
to 15 percent of his pre-retirement pay.
One will need from 50 to 70 percent of
final pay for the retirement· years.
Regular contributions, earnings and tax
sheltering are Important factors In planning for retirement. Contact you r a nnuity
representative about starting or upg rading
your retiremel)t account today. - Jam.. A.
Walker. cmnuitv re pr...ntatlYe

Evangelism

Growing the crop
A great struggle in ministry Is growing
the crop. After a soul is born Into the
kingdom, many Urnes that precious sou l is
lost out the beck door
· within a year. Of
course, we all are
aware of the numbers
of folks who are on
church rolls but are
virtually unknown by
the congregation.
As a result, we
need to be thinki ng
and implementing
ways to grow our conLogrone
verts In the Lord, es
pecially our young people. Our youth need
to be grounded in th~ Word and In
evangelism. The.t grounding will provide
the foundation for a productive Christian
adulthood and allows them to enjoy the lull
and abundant life God has for them.
DiscipleYouth and DiscipleYouth II are
usable tools available for that purpose.
Those who participate receive instruction
and help In establishing daily prayer, Bible
study and witneB& training.
DlsclpleYouth and DlsclpleYouth II
Workshop Is being held at Ouachita Baptist University Aug. 15-17. It's not too late
to sign upl Curt Bradford, youth consu ltant
with the Church Training Department,
BSSB, will be leading the workshop. For
reservations, coat or information, contact
Bill Falkne r, Church Training Department,
or Jim Lagrone, Evangelism Department,
Arkansas &ptlst State Convention. - Jim
lagrone, auoclate
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Lessons for living
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Bible Book

In the midst of despair

God 's answer!

j eremiah's personal struggle

by Gary D. Fulton, West View, Paragould

by Nelson Wilhelm, First Church, Waldron

Basic passage: Hab. 1:i-4;2:2-4;3:17-19

Basic passage: Job 3B:1-42:16

by Vester Wolber, Ouachita Baptist
University

Focal passage: Hab. 1:2;2:4;3:18-19

Focal passage: Job 40:1-9;42:1-6

Basic pas!iage: jeremiah 15:10-20:1B

Central truth: No matter how bad things
may seem, the God of our eternal salvation
can give us joy through our faith in him.

Central truth: God will arlswer when th e
time is right.

The question raised by Habakkuk is a
qu estion that has been raised by most prophets of God. jeremia h raised basica ll y the
sa me question in Jeremiah 12:1: "Why doth
the way of the wicked prosper?"
It is commo n fo r God's people to observe
the evil in the world and wonder why God
doesn' t immediately deal with it. Th ere
seems to be an injustice: the wicked prosper
a nd th e godly suffer. God 's people find
themselves in despai r, thinking God has

deserted them. God's people must never
forget God has promised never to forsake us,
and that there a re ea rth ly and eterna l consequences for wickedness. He is lord!
Habakkuk was genuinely concern ed for
the people of God . Habakk uk had such a
walk with God that he was able to ask very
honeSt questions and receive answers from
the lord . Th is is the kind of walk th at all of
God's people should have.
Th e fi rst question was issued from the
midst of despair. Concerned about the
wickedness that permeated the life of Judah,
Habbakuk asked the l ord why he could let
si n go unpunished and not deliver the
righteous. Habakkuk assumed his prayers
weren' t being hea rd or were being ignored,
when th e lord gave him a revelation . God
made it dear he had prepared a godless na·
tion, the Chaldeans, to be used to punish the
si nfulness of Judah .
The prophet then questioned the l o rd
about using a heathen nation to punish
God "s people. The lord said the spiritual
state of th e Chaldeans would lead th e m to
destruction, but th e disciplin ~ administered
through the m to Jud ah wou ld purify God's
people and increase th eir faith.
In the conclusion of the book, the prophet
comes to some very important conclusions.
Whatever the circumstances, he determines
to find his joy in the God of his sa lvation.
He realizes God isn't going to leave his pe<r
pie in des pair, but will bring deliveranc.e.
There is a vital, releva nt message for God's
peOple·today In this lesson. As bad as things
may seem to be, God will continue to ca re
fof his own. When we are in despair, we
must tru st him more. As a result, our faith
will increase.

·-....... -.

When you are to the point of givi ng up,
hopelessly defeated, God w ill show you
somet hing. Job had about come to believe
God wou ld never answer. Then Job saw the
whirlwind, and out of it God spoke. But like
so many tim es when we beg for an answer
from God, when it comes, it may not be ex·
actly what we expected.
Fi rst, God put Job in his place as a man.
He let Job know man's thinking is wrong
w hen he blames God. Man is created and
has no right to condemn the Creator. We do
not know and understand enough. Job also
learned God will not come to man on man's
terms. Then, God pt.Jt job's friends in their
places and said, " I've asked Job to pray for
you: · Thi s let them know God "s high
estim ate of Job and his anger with th em.
We can see now God had not rea ll y turn·
ed away from job. God had a purpose for
the suffering, even though it was not ap·
pa rent at the time. Ha ve you noticed that,
at any given time, fo r any ch urch family,
there are always a few special examples of
people in deep trial and troubie, open for
all to observe. These people are special
enough to God to be allowed the privilege
6f suffering for him, because he knows they
can do it.
Can we keep in mind that God can love
us and allow us to suffer at the sa me time?
The greatest testimony. comes out of the
deepest adversity. The greatest praise comes
out of the deepest experience. We must
understand that for God to relieve the suffering would destroy the lesso n to be learn·
ed. To remove the suffering wou ld remove
the benefits to be received, on earth and in
eternity.
Adversity gives a new view of God, a new
perception of ou rselves and a platform for
a testimony of our love and commitment to
God that wo uld otherwise not be possible.
• Suffering and adversity have boundaries
and will begin and end when God gives the
world. If God allows all to be taken , what
will be our attitude/ job had satisfied God
and had stopped Satan's accusings by his
continued com mitment.
We shou ld see why Job's story is in the
Bible: he wou ld have stayed on God "s side
even if he had died in his trouble.

Focal passage: Je remiah 15:10-20
Central truth: While Isaiah left us a vivid
word pi cture of the Suffering Servant
(Isaiah 53), Jeremiah gave us a dramatic
portrayal of an altogether human suffering
servant.
(1) The man of God must maintain a work·
ing relationship with God. There may come
tim es when we, like Jeremiah and Job, w ill
feel God has deceived us (20: 7) and over·
whelmed us, has led us to make com·
mitments we could n' t pursue, th en failed to
sustain us while we tried to stay afloat in dark
waters Uob chapters 9. 13. 23).
But the person who has survived the storm
cannot say God did not sustain him . We may
at tim es feel with Jeremiah that we have "sat
alone" in pain from ou r incurable wounds
with God's heavy hand upon us, but,
unknown to us at the time, we were ful ly
sec ure under the wi ngs of the Al mighty.
When our night of despair is past and in
daylight hours we retrace ou r footprints
through the night to find on ly one set of
prints, we must not conclude we were wa lk·
ing alone. The lord often bears us up
through the night without making us awa re
of his presence. Jesus cried out to God from
his cross, sayi ng, " Why have you forsake n
me?" But Paul came to see that God was in
Ch rist reconcili ng th e wo rld unto himse lf.
(2) Th e bearer of God's 'message must
maintain a working relationship with th e
world. The Christian mini ster may find that
his contemporaries ignore and reject his
message while making th e messenger a
laughingstock, as they did Jeremiah. Even so
one cannot withdraw from the task.
Sincere believers have been known to
break off all contact wi th other people, so
far as possible, only to find that " the world
is ever with us," that just as \ \le can't get away
from God, neither ca n we get away from
God's people.
(3) The man of God must maintain a work·
ing relationship with himself. Because of
discouragement due to temporary failures,
one may, like jeremiah, want to withdraw
from God's militant forces, to give up on the
world. jeremia h discovered that to give up
on the world of people is to give up on God,
and to cu t himself off from God is to do
violence to one's own search for fulfillment.
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Dying missionary recruits nurse for Christ

Subscriber Services

TURIN, Italy (BP)-An Italian Bapti st mis·
sionary to Cameroon, suffering from a rare
tropical disease, spent her final da ys in a
hospital in Turin , Italy as an evangelist.
Rita D'lsanto, w ho died at the age of 51,
we nt to the' equatorial forest region of
Cameroon in western Africa with her husband two years ago. They were appointed
by the European Bapti st Mission in 1982.
The couple returned to Europe in April
after Mrs. D' lsanto had received eight
months of treatment in Cameroon for a
disease that had damaged her li ver and
generally weakened her. Specialists in
tropical medicine failed to find a way to arrest the disease and she died July 3.

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine offers
subscription plans at three different rates:

Every Resident FamUy Plan glues
churches a premium rate when they send
the Newsmagazine to all their resident
households. Resident families are
calculated to be at least one-fourth of the
church's Sunday School enrollment. Chur-

ches who send only to membe,.; who re·
quest a subscription do not qualify for this
lower rote of $5.40 per v.ear for each
subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan} allows church members to get
a better than indiVidual rate when 10 or
more of them send their subscriptions
together through their church. Subscribers
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Southern Baptist missionary Stanley Crabb
reports Mrs. D' lsanto, in a Turin hospital, " used the time to tell her nurse about the meaning of life in Jesu s Christ," rather than "expressing regret or bitterness:' Th e nurse
became a Christian and "desi res to serve
Christ in Cameroon;' according to Crabb.
The nurse has contacted Italian Baptist
representatives of the European Baptist Missio n abo ut opportunities for service.
Mrs. D'lsanto's husband said his wife's illn ess began after she was bitten by an insect
last year. The couple worked in a village in
so uthern Cameroon and had made trips of
severa l weeks to remote forest villages, often
on foot , spend ing nights in the open air.

Former missionary to enlist preachers for missions
RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-RJrmer missionary
and pastor William l. Morgan has been promoted to direct the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board's efforts to find preachers, it s
greatest overseas personnel need.
Morgan, who came to the bOard june 19
as an associate director in the vol unteer
enlistment department, became director of
the missionary enlistment department effective July 22. The department was created a
little more than a year ago to expand the
board's efforts to fill position s in overseas
eva ngelism and church development.
Before joining the board staff Morgan had

been pastor of Wells Station Church, Memphis, Tenn ., since 1981. He and his wife were
SBC missio naries to Brazil fo r 16 years.
About three-fourths of the most urgent personnel requests from missionaries throughout the world are for preachers.
Morgan is a graduate of Mississippi College, Clinton, and received master of divinity
and doctor of ministries degrees from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.
The position became vacant when john
Floyd resigned july 9 to return to MidAmerica Baptist Theological Seminary, Memphis, as vice-presi dent for development.

Alcohol ad legislation gets Baptist support
WASHINGTON (BP)-legi slation dealing
with broadcast advertising of alcohol ma y
provide Southern Baptists . with "the best
vehicle in recent yea rs for influencing public
policy related to alcohol abuse," according
to Fay Valentine, exec uti ve director of the
Christian life Commission.
l egis lation introduced in the Hou se by
Rep. John Seiberling, D-Ohio, would require
television stations to provide tim e for publi c
service anno unce men ts or programming
abou t alcohol misuse equivalent to the time
used for beer ~ nd wi ne comme rcials. H.R.
2526, the Fairness in Alcohol Advertising Act,
is being supported by a va ri ety of health and
religious organization s concerned abou t th e
national epidemi c of alcohol abuse.
Companion legi slation has yet to be in·
traduced in the Senate, but supporters hope
a recent briefing for Senate aides will
generate momentum. The briefing was sponsored by Project SMART (Stop Marketing
Alcohol on Radio and Tel evision), a national
ca mpaign supported by Valentine and th e
Christian life Commission.
During the briefing, media analyst Jean
Kilbourne described alcohol adve rti si ng as
"myth-making, nqt the presentation of information." Alt ho ugh " this is tru e of all advertising," onl y alcohol advertising promotes
"America's No. 1 drug and cause of health
problems," she sa id.

Kilbourne, a board member of the Nation al Council on Alcoholism, outlined the
increasing problem of alcohol abuse:
-About one adult in 10 w ho drinks
alcohol is an alco holic. One adult in three
who drinks has a drinking problem.
- Ten percent of all deaths in the U.S. are
alcohol- rela ted. Alcohol abuse is involved in
60 percent of the cases of child abuse.
- Each week more than 400 fatalities resu lt
from alcoho l-rela ted traffic acciden ts, th e
equ ivalent of a major airline crash weekly.
"Can you imagine the public outcry if a major airliner cra shed weekly?" she asked.
- One teenager in four is al ready an
alcoholic or has a drinking problem.
- Twen ty-eight million children live with
at least one parent who abuses alcohol.
Alcoho l advertising, Kilbourne claimed,
co ntributes to thi s growing problem. She
pointed ou t the alcohol industry eac h year
spends $1 billion on advertising. Network
television carries about S,OClO alcohol ads annually. Much of the advertising, she added,
is ai med at heavy drinkers-the 11 percent
of adults w ho co nsum e one- half of all th e
alcohol sol d in this nation .
Unl ess th e networks are required to provide th e oppo rtunit y for "c ou nt eradve rti si ng,'' the glamorization o f drinking
portrayed in thou sa nds of alco hol ads will
continue largely unchallenged, she said.
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