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On layman's opinion 
What I want for Christmas 

Dear Santa, 
I honestly don't want anything 

for myself this Christmas. I am writ
ing only for a few special friends 
who need your help. They have 
been very good to me, but they 
have their own special prob lems, 
and I hope you wi ll remember them 
as you make your Christmas-eve 
tour. 

Dr. Rheubin South, for exam-
Dr. Grant ple, needs more patience in his role 

as distinguished professor of fishing. He has worked 
very hard to try to make a fisherman out of me, at con
siderab le risk to his own life and limb, not to mention 
mine, and I hope you wi ll help him to realize that the 
teaching process is a very slow and tender th ing. He 
needs to .rea lize that two unsuccessfu l lessons on 
Greers Ferry Lake in three years' time do not con
demn him forever as a failure. In fact, now that Brother 
Don Moore has relieved him of the heavy burdens of 
the presidency of the Arkansas Baptist State Conven
tion after two years of outstanding service, he might 
very well be on the thresho ld of his golden era as dis-

. tinguished professor of fishing. So please help him 
have patience, Santa. 

And then there is the prob lem of Ben Elrod and 
the serpent. I wou ld be most gratefu l if you wi ll bring 
Dr. Elrod a large supply of snake-bite medicine, but 
he needs a specia l kind that wi ll not result in hives. 
Ouachita needs Dr. Elrod on the job to lead in its de
velopment and fund-raising ' program, and neither · 
snakebites nor h ives makes much of a positive contri 
bution to this work.. Besides, his experiencelast sum
mer revealed very little sympathy for his predicament, 
even among his closest friends. In case you cannot 
come up with the right med icin e, the next best thing 
wou ld be to de-snake the Caddo River. 

My fina l wish this Christmas, Santa, is for Dr. W. 
0. Vaught Jr. I would appreciate your br ing ing h im 
some kind of protect ion from the sun's rays. I am not 
sure what the best answer is to this prob lem, and 
would encourage you to use your own ingenuity. Dr. 
Vaught has been so heavily involved in ground
breaking and dedication ceremonies for the new 
buildings for Ouachita that I feel a strong moral obli
gation to help pr.otect him from unnecessary sun 
burns. We discovered last August, when we had the 
hottest ground-oreaking ceremony in the history of 
man, that God doth work in mysterious ways His won
ders. to perform. All that sunshine simp ly added beau 
tiful color to the inauguration, the following Sunday, 
of the week ly co lor te levision program of Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Little Rock . But we don't want to 
push our luck too far, and thi s is the reason for my 
request. I doubt seriously if you should go as far as 
Brooks Hays, who in Russellville recently explained 
his new toupee, "What God hath not wrought, I went 
out and bought!" The more I think about this, the 
more I feel it may be best to let well enough alone. 

, I had planned to write you concerning the Christ -
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mas needs of several other fri ends, but for some rea
son or other they told me they would prefer to write 
their own letters. 

Trying to t hink of others at Christmas, 
Daniel R. G rant · 
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The editor's page _ ________________ _ 

How important is the virgin birth~ 
There are those who deny the 

divine conception of our Lord. 
They maintain that in every respect 
the birth of Christ was like that of 
every other person. 

Their argument centers around 
the fact that the details of the virgin 
birth are described in only Matthew 
and Luke. 

It, therefore, seems necessary 
Editor Sneed to point out the fact that an event 

does not require frequent repeti
tion to be established as a fact. Many events are set 
forth only one time in the Bible. There were so many 
events in the life of Christ that it was impossible for 
the writers to relate them all. As john says "And there 
are also many other things which jesus did, the which, 
if they should be written every one, I suppose that 
even the world itself could not contain the books that 
should be written. (Jn. 21 :25.) 

It should be observed that those who deny the 
virgin birth are scorning not only the truthfulness 
of the Bible but the character of the mother of our 
Lord as well. In reality, Christian theology itself rests 
upon the incarnation and virgin birth. 

Those who doubt the miraculous conception must 
answer the question "Is jesus really the Christ?" "If 
so, when did he become fully the divine son of God?" 

A variety of answers are given. Among the sug-

The spirit of Christmas 
Recent ly a radio speaker declared that Christ 

was not born on Dec. 25. "Therefore," he said, "we 
should not celebrate Christmas." The climax of his 
address was reached as he urged all listeners to send 
the money they would spend on gifts to him. 

What the speaker said was a half-truth. He was 
correct in saying that Christ wa·s almost certainly not 
born on Dec. 25. There is, also, a considerable error 
in the year of Christ's birth. Dr. A. T. Robertson in 
A Harmony of the Gospels, observes "If one might 
hazard an opinion, it would be that the birth of Jesus 
occurred in the summer or in early fall ... B.C. 6 or 5." 

The statement coincides with the Bible account. 
Obviously, the shepherds would not have been in the 
field as late as the end of December. The Dec. 25 date 
for Christmas was adopted in the fourth century. 

However, the time of the year is not as important 
as the spirit in which the celebration takes place. Un
fortunately, all too many of us have forgotten the pur
pose of Christmas. Certainly God is not honored when 
the season is a time for drunkenness or wild revelry .. 
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gestions are at the time of his baptism,· on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, or upon his resurrection. 

The Scripture makes it clear that he was God at 
the time of his birth. Thus, his manner of birth is of 
great significance. 

The fact God himself was the direct agent by 
which jesus was conceived attests to his freedom from 
actual .sin. Had sir"l been present in Christ there co·uld 
have been no salvation. It is obvious that, had our 
Master only had human nature, he could not have re 
mained without sin. But the Scripture tells us that we 
have a high priest (Jesus) who," ... was tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin." (Heb. 4:15·.) 

The manner of jesus' birth explains his being both 
God and man. Had Christ been lacking in either com
plete divinity or complete human nature, the process 
of reconciliation would have been impossible. Man 
had separated himself from God. It required one who 
was both completely man and completely God to 
bridge the gap. Jesus can do this. 

To ask "Is the virgin birth important?" is like ask
ing "Is salvation important?" While it would have been 
possible for God to have chosen some other method 
to bring the pre-existent Christ into the wo.rld, this 
was the method consistent with his eternal plan. So 
let us pause this Christmas season to thank God for 
the greatest of all gifts, his son, who entered the world 
by the means of the virgin birth. This act stands at the 
very center of our Christian faith. 

Others have made the season totally commercial - a 
time to get every penny possible. 

What is the true spirit of Christ's birth? How 
should we, as Christians, celebrate Christmas? 

Perhaps it is well for us to remember what hap
pened on the birthday of our Lord. It was God who 
took the initiative to give sinful man the thing most 
precious in the whole universe- his son, Jesus. 

From the outset, the King of Kings found himself 
without a suitable place to enter the world. But those 
who came to worship him brought the best of their 
possessions. 

As we find the true spirit of Christ's birth, we, 
too, will wish to give of our best. We should seek to 
return to God a small part of that which he has en
trusted to us. We, also, show God's love to those with 
whom we have contact. 

There are many visible ways in which we can show 
our love. It will likely vary for each of us, but we will 
discover exactly what we should do as we make Christ 
the King of Christmas. 
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I must say ill 
A birthday present for our Lord 

Ever since Jesus said, "If you do 
a .favor for others in need you have 
personally befriended me," (Matt. 
25:40) Christmas has come to be 
something very special. Christmas 
to Baptists is a time of sjlaring our 
best with others of greater need. 

and to do a favor for needy people also. 

The Lottie Moon Christmas 
offering for foreign missions is the 
key to it. The observance of the 
birthday of Jesus has come to be a 

Dr. Ashcraft worship experience, deeply spiri -

tual. This is because God's people have reserved the 
right to serve their Lord from the overflow of devo
tion and energy at the top instead of what may have 
been left over at the bottom. Christmas is a good time 
for this. 

If you wish to know the warmth and realness of 
the Christmas season I wish to make a suggestion. Will 
you give to this offering an amount equal the total 
cost of all the gifts you give to your family and friends? 
The Ashcraft family has done this for years. It is a good 
way to express your .love to the Lord on his birthday, 

It will fill God's treasury for redemptive ministries. 
If you spend $100 on gifts for the family you would 
want to give an equal amount of $100 to our Lord dur 
ing this exciting season of sharing. There are approxi
mately 2,500 foreign missionaries scattered all over 
the world. They depend upon our churches for their 
support. The Lottie Moon special offering provides 
the needs not normally taken care of by our regular 
tithes and offerings throughout the year. 

When you gather your family about you on Christ
mas to read the Christmas story to your children and 
open gi.fts you can enjoy a worship experience with 
all these 2,500 missionaries and all the 34,000 other 
churches right inside your heart and home. 

It ·is good to say "Merry Christmas" and "Happy 
Birthday, Lord" at the same time. Jesus said, "Veri ly 
I say unto you, inasmuch as you hav~ done it unto one 
of the least of my brethren you have done it unto me" 
Matt. 25:40. 

Happy birthday, Lord. I must say it! - Charles H. 
Ashcraft, Executive Secretary. 

Missionaries say God Spared Banglades to Bangladesh. 
The morning after the storm struck, 

readfed relief planes, poised personnel 
and tons of medical supp lies remained 
unmoved. Miraculously the storm 
diminished, changed directions and in 
its weakened state brought only heavy 
rain and mild wir:tds to areas of Bangla
desh and India lying north of the Bay of 
Bengal. 

By Charles A. Beckett 

DACCA, Bangladesh Natural 
calamities strike Bangladesh with shock
ing frequency. 

Reports of cyclones, floods, torna
does, threatening "depressions" in the 
Bay of Bengal and rail and boat mishaps 
repeatedly replace other news on radio, 
TV and in the press within Bangladesh . 
The "crisis-orientated-mentality" found 
here is not a recently evolved syndrome. 

A recent week in November con
tained the typical nerve-shattering sus
pension in all of its cruelty. Meteoro
logical reports located . a deep de
pression in the "path of death," the Bay 
of Bengal. 

Already in Dacca, the sky was dark 
and wind-driven rain was falling . An 
unusual drop in temperature added to 
the warning of impending danger. 

Days passed as the slow-moving storm 
intensified and moved northward to
ward the islands and southern portions 
of one of the poorest and most densily 
populated nations in the world. 

Government officials assured the 75 
million people that emergency mea
sures including evacuations, a nation
wide alert and the movement of sup
plies and teams of medical personnel 
were underway. The tension increased 
hourly as reports were received . Life as 
usual was impossible in offices, univer
sities, shops or homes. 

During this particular week, about 80 
missionaries and rehabilitation workers 
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had assembled for the 1973 Dacca Con
vention. One missionary reported that 
the storm was expected to strike the 
coastal areas with winds of 100 miles per 
hour and a wave of 20 to 28 feet (the 
official estimate of the size of the tidal 
wave in the 1970 storm which claimed · 
thousands of lives was only 19 feet). 

Veteran missionaries spoke and 
prayed in emotion-laden words. Some 
of them had ministered to the survivors 
of the storms of 1970 and ear li e r years. 
They were fully aware of the tremen
dous dangers. "Spare the nation, Oh, 
God!" was the prayer. As had been true 
during earlier sessions, this ' meeting of 
the Convention closed with prayer that 
the storm might not bring destruction 

A newspaper reporter commented, 
"We were spared this time," realizing 
that escape from calamity has not always 
been possible in Bangladesh. Those of 
us who prayed together that week 
realize that God possibly brought us 
together for this purpose. He spared 
the nation! 
(Editors note: Charles A. Beckett is a 
Southern Baptist missionary to Bangla
desh. He serves as a general evangelist 
in D~cca.) 

Letters to the editor ________ _ 
My wife and I are just going back 

home. We both grew up there (Wisner, 
La.) and I pastored for many years in 
the Deer Creek Association, before 
coming to Fordyce. We feel we (wife 
and I) have served our time out here in 
Arkansas. These twelve years as Mis
sionary and pastor for Carey and in 
Carey Association, has been twelve 
years of joy and blessing in this ser
vice for the Lord. The Lord has blessed 
us with · good health and with many 
friends in Arkansas . · The , people of 

Fordyce and Carey Association were so 
good to us. All the pastors cou ld not 
have been better to work with. The 
other Associationa l Missionaries and 
wives became a part of our life in which 
we shall never forget. All you workers 
in Baptist Building, for the Lord, us and 
all Arkansas, I Love, beyond measure, 
only God knows. 

Pray for us in these last days and may 
God bless and keep you . -Enon 
Boyette, P.O. Box 102, Wisner, 
Louisiana 71378 
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Superintendent of Missions Duffer retires 
On Dec. 2, a special day was held to 

honor retiring Superintendent of Mis
sions]. Russell Duffer. A capacity crowd 
was in attendance at Calvary Church, 
Corning, for the service. Most of the 
churches from both Current River and 
Gainesville Associations were repre
sented. 

]. R. Hu ll , pastor of Calvary Church, 
presided. Wendell Bradford, pastor, 
First Church, Pocahontas, recognized 
the visitors. 

Paul Stender, pastor, First Church, 
Corning, and moderator of the joint 

Missionary arid Mrs. Duffer 

Staff changes __ _ 
W. T. Byrum has 

been named super
intendent of mis
sions for the Caro
line Association . He 
was associated with 
the Longview, Tex., 
Church for the past 
eight years. 

A native of Sebas
tian County, he was 
orda i ned to ·the 

Byrum ministry by the Shib-
ley Church . Byrum attended Ouachita 
University and Southwestern Seminary 
at Ft. Worth and has pastored churches 
in Arkansas, Texas and Oklahoma. 

Byrum and his wife have three chil 
dren, Donald, a pharmacist at Benton; 
jimmy, a teacher and pastor of Imman
uel Church, Carlisle, and Sue, a student 
at Southwestern Seminary where she is 
working on a master's degree in sacred 
music. 
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Current-Gainesville Board, gave Mis
sionary Duffer's biography. 

Jesse Russell Duffer was born Nov. 23, 
1908, in Randolph County. He lived in 
what was known as Gum Stamp com
munity until he was five years of age. 
His parents were · Daniel Baxter DuHer 
and Roberta (Johnson) Duffer. They 
moved to western Tennessee 'where he 
made his home until he was 19 years of 
age. 

During his youth he was converted 
and united with First Church, Kenton, 
Tenn. 

He surrendered to the gospel ministry 
at age 19 and was licensed to preach in 
September, 1927, by First Church, 
Kenton, Tenn. 

He moved back to Arkansas in 1929 
and began to teach schoo l in · the 
Meridith School near Manson which is 
about seven miles south of Pocahontas. 

He was ordained by First ·church, 
Pocahontas, in September when the 
Current River Association met in that 
church for its 1930 annual meeting. 

In the fall of 1930, Duffer entered 
the jonesboro Baptist College where he 
began his special ministerial education. 

In the fall of 1931 he received his first 
call to become pastor of the Old Wa lnut 
Ridge and Peach Orchard churches. 

On Sept. 4, 1934, he and Miss Rhoda 
Alice Goings were married. 

In 1943 wh ile pastor of First Church, 
Monette, he entered Ouachita Univer
sity and finished his college work. He 
and his wife graduated from Ouachita 
in 1946. He attended Southwestern 
Seminary in the fall of 1947. 

Woman's viewpoint 

Duffer introduces new Superintendent 
of Missions Lawrence Green. 

The Duffers have two sons who· are 
in full-time Christian service. jerry, 
the youngest son, is serving First 
Church, League City, Tex., as minister 
of music and Outreach. Bobby Ray is 
under appointment by the Home Mis
sion Board and is serving in Kanohe, 
Hawaii. 

The service was concluded with a 
message by Missionary Duffer who 
spo,ke from I John 3:1-3. He spoke on 
the past, the present and the future. 
In conclusion he emphasized that the 
future can only be secure as we serve 
the Lord today. He said "The future 
calls us, the future dedicates us." 

At the end of the message Missionary 
Duffer introduced the new superinten
dent of missions, Lawrence Green. 

A Christmas song for humble people 
By Iris O'Neal Bowen 

Rough-hewn and brown, the rafters spanned the room 
As upright braces held them each in place. 
The beasts of burden nibbled at the straw 
And pale light filtered in the door, like lace. 

Young Mary felt the miracle of birth
Twice-fold, a thousand-fold, for only she 
And Joseph knew this new-born baby was 
God's gift-of-son, who slept so quiet ly. 

But angels sang as Baby Jesus slept, 
Appearing to the shepherds by star light. 
They sang of glory and the peace of God 
And -promises fulfilled that very night. 

Not maRy people knew that Christ was born, 
Although the angels sang the whole night long. 
Their singings filled the earth to tell the news, 
But only humble people heard the sc;mg! 

Mrs. Bowen 
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A capacity crowd was in attendance for the annual White Christmas service held at 
First Church, Ft. Smith. 

First, Ft. Smith, holds White Christmas 
Fi rst Church, Ft. Smith, observed 

their annual White Christmas service 
Dec. 9. "The service has two purposes," 
explained Pastor William Bennett, "to 
give opportunity for our church to sup
port the Lottie Moon offering and to 
provide gifts for the needy families in 
the Ft. Sm ith area ." 

The church received $10,400 of ~he 
$16,000 goal which was given by the 
1120-membership of the Sunday School. 
There were more than 1400 in atten
dance in the combined services of the 
church and its missions. This compares 
with 833 in the cent ral service a year 

·ago. 

After a brief musical presentation 
and welcome of visitors, Bennett 
brought a message from Acts 13:1-4. He 
said "The great historic First Church of 
j erusa lem closed its doors to people. 
It turned inward. Its only interest was 
in self-preservation. Gentiles were not 
welcomed into the fellowship." 

Bennett contrasted the church at 
Jerusa lem with the one at Antioch. The 
congregatio n at Antioch had five mis
sion characteristics which made them 
great. (1) It was a ch urch of the open 
door. Everyone, regardless of race, was 
welcome. It had jews and Gentiles, 
black and white, within its fe llowship. 
Simeon was called Niger which means 
black. (First Church, Ft. Smith, has both 
black and white people with in its con
gregation.) (2) It was a church w ith a 
strong male leadership. Men are essen
tial in the Lord's work. (3) It was a 
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church of great prayer and fasting. (4) 
It was a church that furnished mission
ary personnel from its membership. 
(5) It was a church which supported 
missions with its money. 

This is the seventh annual White 
Christmas at First Church, Ft. Smith. 
Bennett has used this same method 
in previous pastorates and is the 16th 
consecutive such effort in his ministry. 

Dr. William Bennett speaks at the White 
Christmas service. 

ABOVE: Members of the First Church, 
Ft. Smith bring their Lottie Moon Mis
sion offering to the White Christmas 
services. 

LEFT: Members also brought gifts and 
put them under the tree. These gifts 
were later distributed to the needy of 
the Ft. Smith area. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Harold Mitchell with their three children in their family room. 

State dentist gives year to foreign missions 
Arkansas is well represented with the 

mission at Botswana, Africa, as every 
Southern Baptist missionary is from our 
state. The circle was completed when 
Dr. Harold E. Mitchell, a Pine Bluff 
dentist, came to take the place of Dr. 
Charles Bellenger who is on furl.ough. 
Edward L. Smith heads our mission work 
for the African mission. 

Dr. Mitchell's interest in being a 
short -term mission volunteer began in 
1962 while he was stationed in Ft. 
Dix, N. )., with the Army. He was one of 
14 who went to San Marino, Puerto 
Rico, to assist in the construction of a 
Baptist chapel. There were two ministers 
and 12 laymen in the .group. Mitchell 
recalls "All of us- professional people 
and preachers did manual labor. These 
were two of the most rewarding weeks 
of my life. This impressed me that we 
need to do more than just send money. 
We need to give ourselves to the 
mission cause. I know that we. must have 
money but when a person becomes 
involved himself it has a dramatic impact 
on his own life as well as the lives of 
others." 

A little over three and one-half years 
ago, Mitchell wrote the Foreign Mission 
Board seeking a short-term mission 
service - a month or six weeks. He was 

·somewhat disappointed when nothing 
came from his application although the 
Board expressed interest. 

Mission Board asking if he could go to 
Botswana, Africa, for a year. 

At first Dr. Mitchell told the FMB 
that he would pray about this but that it 
seemed impossible for him to arrange 
his affairs so that he could be away for 

ldf 
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·. 

Dr. Mitchell stands beside his Pine Bluff 
office. 

an enti re year. 
Dr. Mitchell and his family felt that 

God wanted them to go. The problem 
in finding someone to take his practice 
was resolved. 

Dr. Mitchell is now on the field minis
tering to hundreds of Botswa naians 
showing personal involvement for the 
Lord. 

lri May of this year he received a 
phone call in his office from the Foreign The Mitchells a·rrive in Francistown ab0ard an A ir Botswana plane. 
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Dr. Mitchell is welcomed to Botswana by Dr. Charles Bel
lenger (right) upon his arrival in Francistown. 

_ . ... 

Dr. Mitchell treats a young student in the Baptist Mission 
Dental Clinic. Assisting him is Goodwill Maeco, a dental 
assistant who was trained in the clinic. 

------

Mrs. Rene Mitchell visits with Mrs. 
Charlene Smith (right) Southern Baptist 
Missionary to Botswana. They are out
side the First Church, Francistown. Mrs. 
Smith and her husband are from Arkan
sas also. Dr. Mitchell stands in front of the Baptist Mission Dental Clinic. 
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. l Sacred concert held 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~§~~§~~t" The Lewis- Brothers - Norman 
Bill, Bob, Paul and Glen - wili 
present a concert of sacred music 
in the Life Line Church, Little Rock 
on Dec. 26 at 7 :30 p.m. The music: 
which will be dedicated to their 
father, Lee Lewis, wi ll be recorded 
as an album the same week. 

New office building for Tri-County Association. 

Tri-County dedicates 
new office building 

The Tri-County Association held a 
dedication service and open house on 
De~. 2. The new facility ·cons ists of a 
waiting room, secretary's off ice, work 
room with kitchen facilities, bath, super
intendent of missions' office and a con
ference room. The concrete block 
building with brick veneer has an all 
paneled interior and carpeted floors. 
The building cost $20,385 and is com
pletely air condit ioned and centrally 
heated. 

The building was begun in 1968 under 
the leadership of E. E. Boone, who was 
superintendent of missions at that time. 

During the 1968 annual associationa l 
meeting a motion was made that the 
money be borrowed and that a building 
be erected in Wynne. 

In 1972 a committee was appointed to 
finalize plans for the building. The com
mittee consisted of Bennie Frankl in, 
chairman; Gilbert Quessenberry; and T. 
Bailey. -super intendent of Missions 
Robert Tucker observes "This building 
is a great asset to the association and is 
one that was economically built for 
years of service." 

Book Store dosed 
The Baptist Book Store wi ll be 

closed for inventory Dec. 31. 

441 8 South Un1verslly • L1!Uc Rock, AA 72204 • (501 ) 568- 1 130 
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When you buy the Layman's Parallel Bible you're actually 
buying four Bibles in one: The Living Bible · The King 
James Version · The Modern Language Bible · The Re· 
vised Standard Version. 

It's the first and only edition ever to offer the complete 
text of the incredibly popular paraphrase, plus three other 
translations, all printed side-by-side for cross reference 
ease. 

Why settle for just The Living Bible when you can have 
The Living Bible plus three? Now in Cloth, $19.95; Kivar, 
$14.95. . 

·Layman's Parallel Bible 
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News briefs _ _ _ _ 
• A 'double ordination service was 

held recently at Batson Church, Moun
tain Top. Ordained as deacons were: 

. Ewell Tabor, and Ben Woolsey. The 
presentation of candidates was by 
Cecil Bradley )r., deacon ·of First 
Church, Clarksville. Boice Donaldson, 
Batson pastor led the questioning and 
presented the certificates. George 
Payne, former Pastor at Batson, served 
as moderator. Clerk of the ordaining · 
council was Wallace Graham, deacon 
of First Church, Ozark. W. H. (Dude) 
Blackard, deacon of Woodland Church 
led the ordination prayer. Paul E. 
Wilhelm, missionary, brought the 
message. 

• The L.O.V.E. youth program was 
presented at Horse Shoe Church, New
port in November. There were 128 
present and one person saved. The 
Attendance Banner was presented to 
Horse Shoe Church, Effort Banner to 
Grubbs Church, and Efficiency Banner 
to Immanuel, Newport. · 

• The G.A.'s and R.A.'s of Northside 
Church, Monticello, showed. their ap
preciation to the senior members by 
preparing . a banquet in their honor 
recently. The theme was "The Golden 
Years." The banquet hall was de
corated with kerosene lamps and other 
items of the "good ole days." The G.A.'s 
and R.A.'s were in charge of serving the 
meal and also in charge of the program. 
Fifty people aged 60 years and above 
attended. -)ames W. Hickman, pastor. 

• The G.A.'s and R.A.'s of Northside 
Church, Monticello, went to the Wolfe 
Creek Encampment Nov. 9 & 10, for a 
week-end retreat. The theme of the 
retreat was "What's So Special About 
Jesus?". Forty attended. - )ames W. 
Hickman, pastor 

Two youth celebrations 
shortened due to Crisis 

NASHVILLE - The national energy 
crisis has caused Southern Baptist 
church training leaders to condense 
the Winter Youth Celebrations at Ridge
crest (N.C.) and Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist 
Conference Centers. 

Registrants have been notified that 
the celebrations for high school youth 
and leaders are now scheduled to close 
with a midnight celebration Friday, Dec. 
28, rather than ending on Sunday, Dec. 
30. 

Plans were revised because of the 
federal ban on Sunday gasoline sales, 
which would have interferred with 
travel following the event, according to 
Ken Hofmeister, supervisor of the youth 
section of the church training depart
ment, Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board. 

December 20,1973 

We want to say "Merry to 12 million 
Southern Baptists and "Thank You" for your support 

of foreign missions. 
We are grateful for the daily prayer support we feel 

(it really makes a difference), for the financial 
undergirding through Cooperative Program and 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering gifts, for new 
personnel who join us in our efforts to share the 

Christian Gospel. 
But we really don't know how to communicate this 
message of gratitude to the millions of Southern 

Baptists who provide this support. 
Only 4 million of you will see this "Christmas · 

Card" and get our message through your state 
Baptist paper . 

You can help us solve our problem. When you see 
any of those other 8 million Southern Baptists, tell 
them "Thank You and Merry Christmas" ... from all 

· your foreign missionaries. 

~ Foreign Mission Board, SBC 
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Your state convention at work ______ _ 
The Southern accent 
A dorm director's thoughts 

By Lawrence A. Tucker 
Southern Baptist College 

To stand at the room honestly believe they can pray 
end of a darkened God's call into his heart? Would he 
dormitory hallway accept if God called? 
in the wee hours of 
the night and con
template the lives, 
ambitions and fu
tures of the sleeping 
students · can be a 
moving experi.ence 
for a dorm director. 

. Especially when he 
Tucker has left the pastor-

ate to work on a college campus be
cause he believes in everything Chris
tian education stands for and under
takes. 

Who are . these young men, now 
asleep, who occupy the rooms of the 
residence hall? What will they be when 
they take the first step from their rooms 
into the hallway which leads into their 
tomorrows? Because he knows them he 
wonders. Can this young man, loved 
by his mother and hated by an un
Christian stepfather, really become a 
chemistry teacher in a Baptist college? 
Or the boy whose father died leaving 
no funds - only . debts - does he 
actually think he can make it into the 
chaplain ministry? What about the bril.
liant young man there? He declined 
government scholarships in order to 
study law. Do his friends in the next 

The concerned dorm director knows 
these, his "sons," have come from every 
conceivable background. Some have 
much prort:~ise, others multiplied prob
lems and barriers. The new day may 
bring joy to some and heartache to 
qthers. Some will struggle between 
duplicity and honesty; others between 
classes and costs; still others will trifle 
the day away and struggle with nothing 
worthy of their manhood. 

But out of these rooms along a dark
ened hall, in the morning, each of these 
young men will step toward his future 
as a coach, a minister, an artist, a teach
er, a scientist, a musician, a sociologist 

· - or what not. 

Is it any wonder that as he returns to 
his apartment, the director thanks God 
that Arkansas Baptist have believed in 
these young people and in God's will 

. and way for them enough to build the 
hallways through which they will walk 
into an honorable future of training 
and service. May the hallways always 
be brightened by the stewardship of 
strong men and women who believe -
and give - that Christian education 
may' shape growing youth today for 
God's tomorrow. 

Trinity leads· at "M" Night 
"M" Night was observed in mosf of 

the associations again this year. " M" 
represents Mobilization and is the time 
for the mobilizing of our forces for a 
stronger training program for the next 
year. 

Trinity Association leads all of the 
other associations with an attendance 
of 657. They had 24 churches re
presented with 17 pastors and 18 
church training directors in attendance. 
Our congratulations go to Trinity. 
Jimmie Garner is the missionary and 
D. B. Beasley is the as·sociational 
church training director. 

Harmony Association had the second 
· highest attendance with 488. They had 
24 churches represented, 17 pastors 
and 13 directors. Harold · White is the 
missionary and Davy Moody is the as
sociational director. 

Greene County had the third largest 
attendance with 413. They ha.d 22 
churches represented, 13 pastors and 
12 directors in attendance. Carroll 

Gibson is the m1ss1onary and Junior 
Vester is the director. 

Liberty Association was fourth in at
tendance with 375. However, they had 
the highest number of churches, pas
tors, and directors present of any 

. others in the state. They had 35 
churches represented, 28 pastors, and 
22 directors in attendance. Conway 
Sawyers is the missionary and Stewart 
Byrd is the director. · 

Boone-Newton was fifth · in atten
dance with 361 . This was their highest 
attendance in seven years. They had 24 
churches represented, 20 pastors 
present and 15 directors in attendance. 
John Finn is the missionary and john 
Stratton is the director .1 · 

Other high attendance associations 
were Tri-County with 317, Concord with 
300, North Pulaski with 282, Caroline 
with 274, Calvary with 250, Clear Creek 
with 242, Washington-Madison with 
240, Mississippi County with 225 and 
Arkansas Valley with 211. -:- Ralph W. 
Davis 
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IN D E·x 
For all 1973 luues of the ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE. Refer to It when you are needing facts, figures and Inspiration for 

your own enlightenment or the enlightenment of others on what we Baptists are doing and endeavoring to do. We suggest that If you are not 
already keeping a permanent file of the paper that you start doing so with this Issue. We plan to give you a complete Index In the closing luue 
of each year's paper. -

Key to listings: The first numeral Is the number of the month, as 10 for October, the second number Indicates the date In-the month the 
Issue was published and the third Ia the page number. Key to abbreviations: (E) editorial, (GE) guest editorial, (IMSI) I must say It, (L) leHer 
to the editor. · 

A 
Abernathy, Jerry Don, becomes full -time evan

gelist 8-23 p. 14 
Abernathy, John A., dies 3~22 p. 18 
Abortion, as murder (GE) 2-22 p. 3; Jesus' 

teachings on (IMSI) 3-15 p. 4; suggests 
emphasis on eliminating need for abortion 
(L) 3-8 p. 4 

Absolutes, need for (E) 4-5 p. 3 
Adams, Heyward, pastor of Hillside Church, 

Camden 5-10 p. 9 
Adams, James W. L., pastor of Beech Street, 

Texarkana 11-1 p. 8 
Addictions, cure for (IMSI) 8-16 p. 4 
Alaska churches aided by · Arkansas music 

workers 11'-29 p. 6; second report on 12-6 
p. 9 

Allison, Mr. and Mrf?. Clarence, spend part of 
furlough in Arkansas 5-24 p. 5 

Alma, First, grow1h of 5-3 p. 6; celebrates cen
tennial10-18 p. 10 

Altus, First, dedicates building 5-31 p. 8 
Anders, Mickey, joins staff of First, Pine Bluff 

8-16p.5 
Annuity, for pastors (E) 3-22 p. 3 
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, a look at the 

work of 11 -8 p. 8 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 1974 cal

endar 5-17 p. 6; program for annual meet
ing 10-11 p. 8; importance of annual meet
ing (E) 11-1 p. 3; churches and convention 
need each other (E) 11-1 p. 3; president's 
address to annual meeting 11-8 p. 14; Pas
tors' Conference 11-22 p. 5; recognizes 
leaders in Ouachita-Southern Advancement 
Campaign 1'1-22 p. 5; messengers adopt 8 
resolutions 11-22 .P· 7; new board and. com
mittee members 11 -22 p. 8 

Associations, .work and workers 6-28 ·P· 11; 
as instrument of unity (IMSI) 12-6 p. 4 

Association annual meeting, schedules for 
7-19 p. 8; importance of (E) 9-20 p. 3 

Augusta, First, celebrates centennial 5-31 p. 6 

. 8 
Baker, Amon, back as minister of music at 

Immanuel, Little Rock 8- 16 p. 5 
Baptist Book Store ·dedicates new facilities 

6-14p.11 
Baptist Faith and Message, as instrument of 

unity (IMS I) 11-29 p. 4 
Bartlett, E. M., inducted into Gospel Music 

Hall of Fame 10- 18 p. 24 
Barton, Paris, pastor at Immanuel, Paragould 

5-31 p. 5 
Batesvi lle, ·MI. Zion, celebrates centennial 

10-25 p. 6 
Beam; Sherman, licensed to ministry 2-8 p. 9 
Being heard by leaders (E) 4-12 p. 3 
Bell, Jim Pat, to work in mission hospital in 

Yemen 5-31 p. 5 
Bella Vista Mission, begins building 4-26 p. 8; 

organized into. church 5-31 p. 11 
Bennett, William L., sermon by 8-9 p. 8 
Bentonvi lle, First, votes tci bui ld ·structure for 

Bella Vista Mis.sion 1- 18 p. 6 -
Between parson and pew: modern Bible trans

lations 1-4 p. 12; missionaries -as real people 
1-11 p. 9; pastor's outlook 1-18 p. 13; avoid
ing problems thru prayer 1-25 p. 5; behavior 
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during the invitation 2- 1 p. 16; personal prob
lems of church staffers 1-8 p. 6; success 
and statistics 2-15 p. 16; Christian growth 
2-22 p. 4; children in worship services 3- 1 
p. 7; personal references in witnesses 3-8 · · 
p. 9; preacher's dress 3- 15 p. 9; distractions 
in the service 3-22 p. 1 0; pastor's intellectual 
grow1h 3-29 p. 7; pastor's age 4-5 p. 16; 
church committees 4- 12 p. 7; criticism 4-19 
p. 7; living Christianity -4-26 p. 11; race atti
tudes 5-3 p. 1 0; aiding the custodian 5-17 
p. 8; attendance gimmicks 5-24 p. 1 0; taking 
seriously teaching VBS 5-31 p. 16; the right 
evangelist 6-7 p. 14; souls on fire 6- 14 p. 16; 
nursery, value 6-21 p. 10; faithfu l attendance 
6-28 p. 8; encouraging Christian outlook on 
sex for youth 7-12 p. 15; a new place of 
service 7- 19 p. 7 

Big Creek Association, holds annual meeting 
12-6 p. 8 

Biggar, Thomas L. Jr., serving as intern BSU 
director in Little Rock 9-13 p. 7 

Bible, contemporary translations (E) 1-25 p. 3; 
tools needed to study (E) 2-1 p. 3; an instru 
ment of unity (IMSI) 11-8 p. 4 

Bible translations, praises article on (L) 3-29 
p. 4 

Blackmon, George T., collects historical data 
on Arkansas Baptists 3-29 p. 8 

Blythevi lle, Clear Lake, burns note 4: 12 p. 6 
Boggs, Marshall, pastor of Piney Grove Church 

4-26 p. 7 
Bonhatn, Tal, named Director of Evangelism 

for Oklahoma state convention ·8-16 p. 6 
Booneville, First, dedicates complex 5-24 p. 5 
Booneville, Glendale, celebrates centennial 

8-9 p. 6 
Branch, Bill, pastor at Monroe Church 6-28 p. 6 
Branscum, Ray, resigns as pastor of Markham 

Street, Little Rock 1- 11 p. 5; interim pastor · 
at First, Mountain View 5-24 p. 7 

Brinkley, Broad moor Church dedicates building 
6-28 p. 5 

Brown, David, music director at First, Murfrees
boro 7- 19 p. 7 

Brown, Lon B., to East Side, Paragould 1-11 
p. 5 

BSU holds annual conferences for leaders 
5-3 p. 13; students witness on beaches 5-24 
p. 18; advisory committee meets 8-30 p. 9; 
hires four BSU directors 10-4 p. 10 

Business meeting of church, importance of 
(E) 10-25 p. 3 

c 
Canary, Ray, retires from pastorate 10- 11 p. 6 
Capital punishment, Jesus' teachings on (IMSI) 

3-8 p. 4 
Caroline Association, history written 5-10 p. 5 
Carter, Wayne, to post at Trinity, Benton 4-5 

p.6 
Caudle, William M., takes post at Blytheville, 

First 7-12 p. 10 
Carver, Wade, resigns as pastor of Calvary, 

West Memphis 3-29 p. 6 
Challenges, not avoiding (IMSI) 11-1 p. 4 
Change, those who work for (IMS I) 6-28 p. 4 
Cherry Valley, First, breaks ground for educa-

tional building 4- 19 p. 10 
Cheyne. David , appointed FM B Journeyman 

6-21 p. 5 

Chicot Road Church, Little Rock, formed 6-21 
p. 6 

Child care, regulations on (E) 2-8 p. 3 
Chi ldren, how Baptists provide for 11 - 1 p. 6; 

how Baptists can help with ministry to (E). 
11 -8 p. 3 

Ching, Lucy, witness of 10-4 p. 8 
Chism, Marvin, pastor of Lebanon Church 

5-31 p. 5 
Christian citizens, need fpr 6-21 p. 7; tools 

for 6-28 p. 7 · ·. 
Christian Civic Foundatidn fights drug abuse 

3-1 p. 8 
Christian concern for others (E) 3-29 p. 3 
Christian home, importance of (E) 6-21 p. 3 
Church bonds, pros of using (GE) 8-9 p. 3 
Church Budget, planning (E) 8- 16 p. 3 
Church building, relocating (E) 11-8 p. 3 
Church covenant, taking seriously (E) 1- 18 p. 3 
Church life in the future (IMSI) 5-24 p. 4 
Church Music Conference at SBC, progam for 

6-7 p. 20 
Church polity, definition and importance 1- 18 

p. 7; four types ·1-25 p. 15; congregational 
polity 2- 1 p. 11; re laiionships 2-8 p. 7; coop
eration in churches and denomination 2-15 
p. 9 

Church and state, Jesus' teachings on (IMSI) 
. 3-1 p. 4 

Clack, Jack, becomes chaplain with Valmac 
Industries, Inc. 10- 11 p. 6 

Clark, Pat, appointed missionary journeyman 
8-16 p. 6 

Clayton, Bob, ordained to ministry 8-9 p. 6 
Clear. Creek Associatio_n, holds- annual meet

ing 11 - 1 p. 13 
Coffey, Stanley, pastor of Trinity, Texarkana 

4-26 p. 7 
Cole, Gerald, pastor of Midway Church, White 

River Association 5-31 p. 5 
Cole, Minor E., interim pastor at Centennial, 

Pine Bluff 7-19 p. 7 
College, has same purpose as church (IMSI) 

8-30 p. 4 
Combs, Walter Edward IV, ordained to minis

try 8-9 p. 6 
Communications; using modern (E) 9-27 p. 3 
Concord Association, holds annual meeting 

11 -8 p. 5 
Constitution, church, what to include (E) 9- 13 

p.3 
Conversions, additional (IMSI) 6-21 p. 4 
Convictions, importance of (E) 5-31 p. 3 
Cooper, Owen, to speak in Little Rock 4-26 

p. 6; re~elected SBC president 6-21 p. 14 
Corn, Ira G., as leader in Little Rock church 

6-21 p, 6 
Corruption, responsibility for (IMSI) 7- 19 p. 4 
Cowling, Jesse D., joins staff of Second 

Church , Little Rock 9-6 p. 6 · 
Cox, Elmer F:, serves New Hope Church 30 

years 1-18 p. 8 
Credibility problems (IMSI) 9-27 p. 4 
Creedlessness of Baptists (E) 6-21 p. 3 
Crouch, David, pastor at First, Searcy 9-27 p. 9 
Cunningham, Tommy, pastor at Dollarway, 

Pine Bluff 8-9 p. 10 
Custodian, how to make a good 9-13 p. 8 

D 
Dame, Larry, to Jonesboro post 6-17 p. 8 
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Davis, Marlane Mclain, serves as interim 
managing editor of ABN 11-8 p. 7 

Deacon, function of (E) 8-30 p. 3 
Deese, Wilson C., appointed agent for semi-

nary extension 6-28 p. 10 
Democracy in Baptist life (E) 4-26 p. 3 
Devil, being tempted by (E) 9-6 p. 3 
Dickson, Kelly, pastor at Northside, Charleston 

3-8 p. 5 
Disagreements, avoiding harm from (IMSI) 

9-6 p. 4 
Dissention, when it harms work (E) 7- 12 p. 3 
Dixon, Gene, ordained to ministry 4-26 p. 6 
Doctrines of the faith: m.illenn ialism 1-4 p. 6; . 

final judgment 1-11 p. 6; Heaven 1- 18 p. 14; 
Hell 1-25 p. 9; thanksgiving 2-1 p. 1 0; angels 
2-8 p. 1 0; Satan 2-15 p. 6; demons 2-22 
p. 9; creation 3-1 p. 11; assurance 3-8 p. 7; 
justification 3- 15 p. 8; sanctification 3-22 
p. 5; how God speaks 3-29 p. 9; Christ's 
resurrection 4-12 p. 17; evidences of resur
rection 4- 19 p. 7; significance of resurrec
tion 4-26 p. 9; Jesus as only way to God 5-3 
p. 8; ecumenical movement 5- 10 p. 7; scrip
tures 5- 17 p. 9; Christian's attitude toward 
Bible 5-24 p. 9; Gospel, what is? 5-31 p. 11; 
stewardship alter death 6-7 p. 6; anti 
doctrinalism 6-14 p. 5; accuracy in doc
trine 6-21 p. 9; balance in doctrine 6-28 
p. 6; Christian education 7-12 p. 1 0; future 
of Christian higher education 7-19 p. 6; pre
serving the Christian ethic on campus 8-2 
p. 16 

Dorman, Joe, minister of evangelism at First 
Church, Springdale 5-31 p. 5 

Downs, James Allen, youth and music director 
at Magnolia Church, CrossEltt 5-24 P- 7 

Dudley, Mr. and Mrs. R. G., married 50 years 
4-26 p. 9 

Dyess Church in new bu ilding 11-22 p. 9 

E 
Eaker, Lex, pastor of Pike Avenue Church, 

NLR 3-22 p. 10 
East End Church, Pulaski Assn., breaks ground 

5-3 p. 9 
Ebersold, Bob, takes post in Florida 3-8 p. 5 
Edmonson, Don, takes post in Florida 8-16 p. 5 
Edwards, Benson, superintendent of missions 

for Big Creek Association 11-22 p. 13 
Elam, lceslie, pastor of First, Piggott 12-6 p. 14 
El Dorado, Ebenezer, burns note 1-4 p. 9 
El Dorado, Temple, dedicates building 6-14 

p. 10 
Elitism, as detriment to spreading the gospel 

(IMSI) 8-2 p. 4 
Elmore, Harold, pastor pf Park Place Church, 

Hot Springs 3-22 p. 10 
Employees of church, how to show apprecia

tion 8-30 p. 5 
Energy crisis and problems for churches (E) 

12-6 p. 3 
Evangelism Conference, state-wide (E) 1-4 

p. 3; held at Ft. Smith, First 2-1 p. 6 
Excitement for Christian tasks (E) 4- 12 p. 3 
Executive Board, ABSC, committees of 1-4 p. 8 

F 
Falcomata, Ed, music and youth director at 

East Side, Pine Bluff 6-21 p. 6 
False doctrines, a positive approach to (E) 

3-1 p. 3 
Family, condition of 6-7 p. 12 
Farris, Thomas, interim pastor of Northside 

Church, Ft. Smith 3- 15 p. 8 
Faulkner Association, holds annual meeting 

11 -1p.12 
Fayetteville, Ridgeview, breaks ground (photo) 

3-29 p. 5 
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Finch Church celebrates centennial 1- 11 p. 7 
Fink, George, to Vanndale Church 2-8 p. 5 
Fleming, Bill, pastor at Cross Roads, Little Rock 

8-16 p. 5 
Flesher, Luke, minister of youth at Park Hill, 

NLR 7- 12 p. 10 
Fordyce, First, completes building 9-6 p. 6 
Fowler, Carroll, pastor of Horseshoe Bend 

mission 4-19 p. 7 
Freedom, under God (E) 3-22 p. 3; encroach

ing on others (IMS I) 8-9 p. 4 
Ft. Smith, East Side, dedicates building 11-1 

p.9 
Ft. Smith, First, begins TV broadcast of ser

vices 10-11 p. 5 
Fugate, Jerry, takes post at First Church, Para

gould 5-31 p. 5 
Future, predictions on (IMSI) 5- 17 p. 4 

G 
· Garvin, Fred, named Director of Associational 

Ministries for Delta Association 1-25 p. 6 
Gearing, John, serves as associational mis

sionary 20 years 10-11 p. 5 
God 's name, taking in vain (GE) 6-28 p. 3 
Golden Gate Seminary plans for future 3-1 

p. 12 
Gordon, Joe, takes post in Mississippi 6-14 p. 9 
Graham, Billy, a look at the prime of 7- 19 p. 18 
Graves Memorial, NLR, holds dedication 4-19 

p.5 
Gray, Gary, to direct Fayetteville area office 

for Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care 
Services 5- 17 p. 14 

Great Commission , as instrument of unity 
(IMSI) 11-22 p. 4 

Green, Johnny, forms evangelistic association 
4-19 p. 9 

Greer, Amos, to pastorate of First, Pangburn 
3-29 p. 7 

Greer·, Jerry, cal led as assistant pastor of East 
Side, Pine Bluff 1-11 p. 5 

Griffin, Edgar, retires from pastorate 3-29 p. 6 
Gross, Mrs. Barbara, dies 5-10 p. 4 
Growth, only measure for a church? (E) 9-20 

p.3 
Gay, Fred, pastor of Westside Church, Greers 

Ferry 3-22 p. 10 

H 
Hacker, S. D., named associational missionary 

of the year 2-8 p. 6 
Haley, Orville, to Kansas pastorate 1-25 p. 6 
Hall , Mr. and Mrs. Earnest, celebrate 50th wed

ding ann iversary 2-8 p. 10 
Hamilton, Thad, pastor at Second Church, 

Searcy 11-29 p. 11 
Hammers, Dan, licensed to ministry 2-8 p. 9 
Hampton, First, burns note 1-4 p. 7 
Harding, Earl 0 ., dies 8-23 p. 4 
Harris, James, to post at Mt. Carmel, Cabot 

7-19p. 7 
Harrison, Lawrence Wayne, on staff of Park

view Church, El Dorado 8-30 p. 6 
Harvey, J. A., pastor at Old Austin Church 

10-11 p. 6 
Hatfield, Stephen, called as associate pastor 

of Green Memorial, Little Rock 1-4 p. 7 
Health insurance for the pastor (E) 5-31 p. 3 
Healy, Clifton, to post at West View, Paragould 

4-26 p. 7 
Henderson, First, dedicates building 3-29 p. 10 
Henson, Gary, pastor at Grace Church, Au

gusta 6-21 p. 6 
Heresies, criteria in weighing (IMSI) 3-29 p. 4 
Hill, Charles, takes post at First Sherwood 

11 -22 p. 13 
Hill, A. A.,.retires from pastorate 1-11 p. 5 
Hinkson, Willis, ordained to ministry 8-9 p. 6 
Hix, Jane, joins state Wfv1U stall 8-2 p. 13 

Hochstetler, Greg, to position at First Church 
Fayetteville, 5-3 p. 5 ' 

Hogan, J. A., accepts pastorate of Woodland 
Heights, Harrison 11-8 p. 16 

Hogan, Mrs. J. A. re-elected for filth term as 
state WMU president 4- 12 p. 16 

Hogan, 0 . W., pastor at Hampton, First 7- 12 
p. 10 

Hoke, Mr. and Mrs. H. G., married 60 years 
4-5 p. 7 

Home missions offering (E) 3-15 p. 3 
Hopewell , Gladys, slain in Taiwan 3-22 p. 4 
Horse racing season, veto of extension of (E) 

3-8 p. 3 
Horseshoe Lake, Lake Shore Church, meets 

in Catholic chapel3-1 p. 7 
Hot Springs, Emmanuel, dedicates educational 

building 4- 12 p. 6 
Hot Springs, First, breaks ground (photo) 3-29 

p.6 
Hudgins, W. Douglas, to retire as Mississippi 

Executive Secretary 5-3 p. 4 
Hughes, Delton, joins Baptist Book Store 3-22 

p. 5 
Hull , J. R., pastor of Calvary, Corning 8-9 p. 10 
Humanness of church workers, recogn izing 

(E) 9-6 p. 3 
Humphrey, Mary Emma, retires Jrom state 

Sunday School Department 1-25 p. 10 
Hunnicutt, Loyd, spotlighted as state leader 

11 - 1 p. 10 
Hyde, Randy, gets master of divinity degree 

from Southern Seminary 1-11 p. 6 

I 
Impossible problems, solving (IMSI) 4- 19 p. 4 
Information Services, Office of 4-26 p. 15; 

pros and cons of (letters) 10-18 p. 5; job 
de~cription for director 10-18 p. 7 

J 
Jackson, Bedford, superintendent of missions 

for Benton County Association 9-20 p. 7 
January Bible study, preparing for (E) 11 -29 

p. 3 
James, J. M., honored on retirement as Caro

line Association missionary 6-14 p. 10 
James, Marvin E., pastor of Friendship Church , 

Clinton 8-30 p. 6 
Jerome, Ken, pastor of Mount Vernon Church, 

Benton 4-5 p. 6 
Johnson, Don, pastor at Northside Mission, 

Batesvi lle 5-24 p. 7 
Johnson, Herbert, is. staff evangelist for East 

Side, Mountain Home 1-4 p. 7 
Jones, Frank, takes Mississippi pastorate 1-4 

p. 7 
Jones, Rose Mary, joins staff of Little Rock 

office of Family · and Child ·care Services 
12-6 p. 20 

Jonesboro tornado victims aided by Baptists 
6-14 p. 6 

Jonesboro, Walnut Street, begins deaf minis-
try 10-4 p. 14 

Judiciary, predictions on future of (IMSI) 6-7 
. p. 4 
Justice (E) 6-7 p. 3 

K 
Keathley, Ervin, new state music secretary 

1-25 p. 8 
Keeton, Mr. and Mrs. G. J., celebrates 50th 

wedding anniversary 1-11 p. 6 
Kennedy, Betty, takes leave of absence from 

duties as managing editor of ABN 11 -8 p. 7 
Kennedy, William, accepts pastorate of Texas 

church 9-20 p. 7 
Kent, Wes, takes post in Tennessee 6-28 p. 6 
King, Dick, named evangelism associate for 

youth 5-10 p. 13 · 
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King, Lew T., takes post at Calvary, Little Rock 
10-11 p. 6 

Kinsey, Mike, to post at First, Warren 6-21 p. 6 
Kirksey, Greg, named chaplain for Arkadelphia 

Childrens' Colony 8-23 p. 8 
Kluck, Sharon, appointed FM B Journeyman 

6-21 p. 5 
Knight, George W., named editor of HOME 

LIFE magazine 8-2 p. 24 

L 
Lake City, Bethabara, dedicates new building 

1-4 p. 7 
Lamont, Cannon, takes post at First, Crossett 

4-19p.7 
Landes, James H., heads Texas state conven

tion 9-27 p. 8 
Landon, C. F., honored by Southern Baptist 

Conference of the Deaf 9-13 p. 16 
Lane, Mark and Kent, die 1-4 p. 5; honored 

by memorial building fund 3-22 p. 10 
Lasater, Lonnie, retires from pastorate 7-12 

p. 10 
Lavaca, First, wins "Great Day" contest 11-8 

p. 20 
Lay Evangelism Schools, praise for (E) 3-15 

p.3 
Lewis, Bill, staff evangelist at Windsor Park 

Church 6-28 p. 7 
Lewis, Charles N., pastor of Yorktown Church 

7-12 p. 10 
Lewis, Ed, pastor at First, Roseville 9-20 p. 7 
Lewis, Gerald, called as associate pastor of 

First, DeWitt 2-1 p. 9 
Lewis, Glenn, associate pastor and minister of 

music at Grand Avenue, Hot Springs 1-25 
p. 6 

Lewis, Steve D., to part-time post at Grace 
Church, North Little Rock 5-3 p. 5 

Lewis, Roy F., named acting executive director 
of Arkansas Baptist Foundation 1-4 p. 5 

Liberal arts education, future of (IMSI) 6-14 
p.4 

Lindsey, James, pastor of Highland Heights 
Church, Texarkana 4-26 p. 7 

Lindsey, Ralph, joins staff of Central Church, 
NLR6-14p.9 

Little Rock, Immanuel, services on TV 8-16 
p.5 

Long, Earl T., takes post in Oklahoma 8-16 p. 5 
Love, meanings of (E) 2-1 p. 3 . 
Lumpkin, Doyle, named chaplain for Arkansas 

Training School for Girls 2- 1 p. 17 

Me 
McCrary, Mr. and Mrs. M. S., celebrate 50th 

wedding anniversary 1-4 p. 6 · 
McDonald, Erwin L., gets award from Ark. 

Council on Human Relations 3-15 p. 5 
McGregor, Rev. and Mrs. M. T., celebrate 50th 

wedding anniversary 1-11 p. 10 

M 
Magazine, First, dedicates new auditorium 

8-23 p. 8 
Magnolia, Central, gives to small church loan 

fund 5-17 p. 11 
Male superiority 8-9 p. 10 
Matthews, John, joins staff of Grand Avenue 

Church, Ft. Smith 6-14 p. 9 
Maturing as Christians (E) 8-9 p. 3 
Maturity of Southern Baptists (GE) 3-29 p. 3 
Meals at the church (E) 12-6 p. 3 
Mendenhall, Don, to post at Bluff Avenue, Ft. 

Smith 3-29 p. 6 
Merritt, Dale, to direct International Christian 

Center 6-28 p. 6 
Merritt, R. G., to Oak Grove Church 2-8 p. 5 
Messick, Mary Ann, has book published 12-6 

p. 1b 
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Mexican-American Baptist pastor defuses 
explosive scene in Houston 8-23 p. 24 

Mid America Seminary, holds Founder's Days 
8-23 p. 5 

Midwestern Seminary offers versatility in de
gree plans 3-15 p. 12 

Migrant Mission Center, Hope, is dedicated 
1-4 p. 10 

Miller, Dillard, spotlighted as state leader 10-25 
p. 8 

Miller, Loren, named manager of Lifeway book 
store 1-4p.5 

Millikin, Jimmy, joins faculty of Mid America 
Seminary 4-19 p. 6 

Ministers, when one is a scoundrel (E) 6-28 p. 3 
Ministry, a God-called (E) 11-22 p. 3 
Misery, good from (IMSI) 4-12 p. 4 
Mission causes, best way to give to (E) 7-12 p. 3 
Missionaries, expenses while on furlough (E) 

1-4 p. 3; transportation during furlough (E) 
8-2 p. 3 

Mitchell, Margaret, named associate BSU di
rector at Henderson State College 1-25 p. 5 

Mobility of Americans, has impact on churches 
8-16 p. 18; brings change in methods of 
ministry 8-23 p. 18 

Moore, Don, heads Baptist Student Advisory 
Committee 4-5 p. 11 

Moore, Robert, honored by RA camp scholar
ship 5-3 p. 8 

Morgan, Ferrell D., to Mt. Olive, Crossett 1-18 
p. 5 

Mountain Home, First, growing rapidly 12-6 p. 6 
Mt. Zion Association, holds annual meeting 

11-1 p. 8 
Murry, Howard, joins staff of Hebron, Little 

Rock 6-21 p. 6 
Music in worship (E) 8-9 p. 3 

N 
National Baptists and Southern Baptists, first 

annual leadership conference for 3-29 p. 14 
Nettleton Church, burns note 5-31 p. 9 
Nomura, Michael A., joins staff of Arkansas 

Baptist Home For Children 5-24 p. 20 
North Little Rock, Oakwood, dedicates build-

ing 4-12 p. 7 ' 

0 
O'Brien, Robert J., named news editor for Bap

tist Press 7-19 p. 4 
Occult and the Christian; occult as real threat 

7-12 p. 11; Satan ism 7-19 p. 5; demon pos
session 8-2 p. 9; witchcraft 8-9 p. 5; prophe
sy 8-16 p. 6; growing interest in 8-23 p. 7 

Offensive movies on TV, what to do about 4-5 
p. 9 

O'Neal, W. B., ministry of 4-26 p. 10 
One layman's opinion: Christmas in public 

schools 1-4 p. 2; downgrading Southern 
states 1-1 1; how to say Ouachita 1-18; work
ing for world peace 1-25; college financing 
2-1; tribute to R. C. Daily 2-8; can schools 
be too Christian? 2-15; cooperation 2-22; 
beauty of Arkansas 3-1; rivals work together 
3-8; tribute to Winthrop Rockefeller 3-15; 
perils of self-pity 3-22; high-level decisions 
3-29; foreign students 4-5; Carl Rowan 4-12; 
prayer in restaurants 4-19; individual rights 
vs. majority rights 4-26; mobilizing good 
intentions 5-3; working one's way through 
college 5-10; student gives scholarship 5-17; 
Earth Day 5-24; organized religion 5-31; 
lessons from Watergate 6-7; advance warn
ings 6-14; case for Christian education 6-21; 

· success by the inch 6-28; working thru the 
association 7 -12; snake bites Ben Elrod 
7-19; Scripture as universal language 8-2; 
freedom as two-way street 8-9; BWA relief 
program 8-16; achievements of the Swiss 

8-23; methods on witnessing 8-30; on turn
ing 50 9-6; seeing clearly problems of earth 
9-13; helping students with jobs 9-20; les
sons from a tennis match 9-27; alcohol as 
America's numb!lr one drug problem 10-4· 
King-Riggs tennis match 10-11; the preach~ 
ing non-preacher 10-18; resting on past 
achievements 10-25; is layman a proper 
term? 11-1 ; victimless crimes aren't 11-8· 
caring for and sharing blessings 11-22: 
determinism vs. freedom 11-29; conse
quences of lowering drinking age 12-6 

Ouachita Baptist University, report of progress 
2-1 p. 5; enrolls another beauty queen 3-1 
p. 5; schedules Parents' Day 3-8 p. 6; spring 
enrollment up 3-8 p. 6; first endowed chair 
funded 3-15 p. 15; Susan Coppenger named 
Miss Ouachita 4-5 p. 5; commencement 
plans 4-19 p. 5; Lee Sanders elected Stu
dent Senate president 4-26 p. 7; names Del 
Medlin admissions counselor 5-10 p. 10; 
has bright future 6-14 p. 12; music school 
gets endowment 8-16 p. 5; breaks ground 
for line arts center 8-23 p. 6; new military 
department head 9- 13 p. 6; schedules third 
annual youth choir day 9-13 p. 7; recognized 
for students in summer missions 9-13 p. 9; 
promotes faculty members 10-4 p. 5; dedi
cates Lile Hall 10-11 p. 6; adds 10 to faculty 
10-11 p. 7; jobs ali part of academic work 
10-18 p. 9; Tiger Day set 10-25 p. 9; 
woman's music fraternity gets award 11-8 
p. 5; music school gets memorial gift 11 -8 
p. 16; students hear Southern Seminary 
president 11-22 p. 7 

Owen, Ben, pastor of Second Church, Cam
den 10-4 p. 14 

p 
Page, Brent, pastor at Shady Grove, Little Rock 

8-16 p. 5 
Parker, John C .. minister of education at First 

Church, Little Rock 5-24 p. 7 
Parker, Paul D. , takes post at Immanuel, Pine 

Bluff 11-22 p. 13 
Parochiaid, Supreme Court strikes down 7-12 

p. 24 
Passmore, J. D., resigns church to become 

superintendent of missions in Miss.ouri 5-31 
p. 5 

Pastor, choosing (L) 1-18 p. 4; demands on 
time of (E) 5- 17 p. 3; adequate salary for 
(E) 7-19 p. 3 

Peacock, Mrs. Vivian, dies 5-3 p. 8 
Pearson, Kelly Wayne, employed as chaplain 

for McRae Unit of Children's Colony 9-20 
p.9 

Pegram, Kenneth, pastor at Friendship, Mari
anna7-12p.10 

Pelz, Steve, ordained to ministry 11-8 p. 17 
Pennington, J. Elton, accepts pastorate at Tem

ple, Ft. Smith 1-4 p. 7 
People, ministering to problems of (IMSI) 3-22 

p.4 
Personal testimonies (E) 10-4 p. 3 
Pierson, 0. J., to post at First Church, Rogers 

5-31 p. 5 
Pilgrim's Rest Church observes centennial 

3-22 p. 6 . 
Pioneer pastors (E) 1-18 p. 3 
Pirtle, George E. Jr., pastor .at West Church, 

Batesville 8-9 p. 10 
Plummer, Danny, youth, education director at 

South Highland, Litt!e Rock 3-15 p. 8 
Pornography, Supreme decision on (E) 8-2 

p. 3; is sin against God and society (IMSI) 
10-11 p. 4; as matter of personal taste (IMSI) 
·1 0-18 p. 4; consequences for society (IMSI) 
10-25 p. 4 
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Postal increases threaten religious publications 
(E) 7- 19 p. 3 

POWs create "living Bible" from memory 4-5 
p. 12 

Prayer, in public schools (Open forum) 3-15 
p. 5; school is not the place for (GE) 10- 18 
p. 3 

Prisoners, attitude toward 8-2 p. 19 
Prisons in the year 2075 (IMSI) 5-31 p. 4 

R 
Rea Valley Church, dedicates building 11- 1 

p.S 
Records, how they gauge performance (IMS I) 

10-4 p. 4 
Rejection, as ultimate wound (IMSI) 8-23 p. 4 
Resurrection, as most important of Christian 

faith (E) 4- 19 p. 3 
Retirement, planning ahead for 4-5 p. 8; men

tal adjustments for 4-12 p. 19; deciding 
where to live 4-19 p. 1 0; plann ing for hob
bies 4-26 p. 24; planning for income 5-3 p. 9 

Revival, preparation for (E) 5- 10 p. 3 
Riggs, Glenn , to Grand Avenue, Hot Springs 

1-25 p. 6 
Riney, Harold, pastor of Webb City Church 

5-24 p. 7 
Robbins, John C. Jr., to Second Church, Mon

ticello 1-11 p. 5 
Rogers, Rev. and Mrs. W. R., recognized for 

teaching at Camden center 9-20 p. 8 
Roseman, Rev. and Mrs. L. H., married 50 

years 5-31 p. 11 
Rotation of board members, as aid to main

taining democracy (IMSI) 4-26 p. 4 
Rouse, Mike, ordained to ministry 1-25 p. 12 
Royal Ambassador Congress (state) 5-31 p. 

17; fifth annual congress held at St. Louis 
8-30 p. 16 

Russellvi lle, First, celebrates centennial 9-27 
p. 6 

s 
Sanders, Lawrence Earl, ordained to ministry 

11-8p.17 
Savage, Fred, resigns as pastor of Swifton 

Church 7- 12 p. 10 
Sawyer, Willie, appointed US-2 missionary 

8-2 p. 5 
Seaton, C. H., participates in celebration of 

Brazil R.A.s 8-23 p. 5 
Seminaries, taking pride in 3-22 p. 12 
Seminary extension, how it aids pastors (E) 

10-4 p. 3 
~on, proper preparation for (E) 8-23 p. 3 
S~ faith, learning how (IMSI) 4-5 p. 4 
Shreve, Rex, pastor at First, Grubbs 7- 19 p. 7 
'Siloam Springs Assembly, marks 50 years 

8- 2 p. 6 
Simpson, Eddie, accepts pastorate of Bellaire 

Church 8-16 p. 5 
Simpson, Will iam Harold, pastor at Markham 

Street, Little Rock 6-21 p. 6 
Sims, Carbon, minister of music and youth. 

at First, Monticello 3-15 p. 8 
Sioux, ministries to and militant Ind ians 3-22 

p. 17 
Smith, Bailey E., takes post with Oklahoma's 

largest church 12-6 p. 14 
Smith, Eugene, retires from pastorate 5- 10 p. 9 
Smith, Lannie Wilson, takes pastorate in Lou

isiana 11-1 p. 8 
Snider, Mrs. Roy E., elected recording secre

tary of state WMU 4-12 p. 16 
South, Rheubin L., story of 10-18 p. 12 
Southeastern Seminary cites location as strong 

point 3-8 p. 12 
Southern Accent, The : encouraging young 
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people 8-16 p. 9; foolishness of fanatical 
methods 8-23. p. 9; what makes college 
Christian 8-30 p. 6; support in time of trouble 
9-13 p. 9; prayer changes things 9-27 p. 9; 
Paul's success at Athens 10-4 p. 9; pledg
ing the church budget 10- 11 p. 11; virtues 
of small college 10-18 p. 8; Jesus wasn't 
a fanatic 10-25 p. 11; gratitude 11 -8 p. 19; 
cultivating the grace of gratitude 11 -22 p. 
16; pastoral infallibi lity 11 -29 p. 17; extend
ing good works after death 12-6 p. 16 

Southern Baptist College, has new president 
5-24 p. 12; schedules fall registration 8-23 
p. 5; accreditation is continued 8-23 p. 8; 
plans 26 TV programs 9-27 p. 8; enroll 
ment reaches 542 10-18 p. 14; schedules 
Parents and Pastors' Day 10- 18 p. 23; to 
host church efficiency !nference 11-22 
p.6 

SBC, advantages of cooperati g with (E) 5-24 
p. 3 

SBC annual meeting, proposed order of busi
ness 3-29 p. 12; predictions about 5-3 p. 3; 
analysis of (E) 6-2 1 p. 3; president's address 
6-14 p. 24 

SBC literature, importance of using 5-3 p. 24 

Spain, R. L., is full-time evangelist 11 -29 p. 9 

Spicer, T. 0. Jr., to pastorate of First, Walnut 
Ridge, 3-29 p. 6 

Spiritual culture, passing on to children (E) 
5-10p.3 

Stacks, Edward Eugene, to First Church, Pres-
cott 1-25 p. 6 

Staff evangelist, explanation of (E) S-3 p. 3 

Star City, First, celebrates 'centennial 7-12 p. 6 

State missions, a look at work of 9-6 p. 9 

State Youth Convention (E) 4-19 p. 3; · report 
on 5-3 p. 11 

Statton, Joe, to post at First, Marianna 6-28 p. 6 

Stewardship after death (E) 1-11 p. 3 

Stewardship Commission of SBC, convention 
declines to abolish 6-21 p. 16 

Stidman, Roscoe, music and youth director at 
First, Desha 6-21 p. 6 

Stoddard, E. A., pastor at First, Tuckerman 
3-8 p. 5 

Strength through Christ (E) 1-11 p. 3 
Strother, Lane, promoted to Associate Director 

of Development at OBU 2- 1 p. 9 
Successism, as danger to churches 4- 12 p. 20 
Suffering, God as author of? (E) 10-11 p. 3 
Sullens, Pat, youth director at Hoxie Church 

5-24 p. 7 
Summer witnessing to youth (E) 4-5 p. 3 
Sunday night church-activities (E) 3-8 p. 3 
Sunday School Convention (state). program 

for 8-30 p. 14 · 
Sunday School teachers, importance of good 

(E) 9-27 p. 3 
Swaim, Jerol, receives doctor of education 

degree 1-25 p. 5; appointed academic 
dean at Southern Baptist College 6-14 p. 8 

T 
Tax aid to non-public schools (E) 5-17 p. 3 
Taxation of churches, how to protest (E) 2-8 

p. 3 
Taylor, Gerald Max, pastor of First Church, 

Monticello 3- 15 p. 8 
Texarkana, Immanuel, breaks ground S-1 0 

p. 15 . 
Thanks, remembering to give (E) 11 -22 p. 3 
Thomason, Tommy, minister of youth at First, 

Stamps 5-3 p. 5 

Threet, Kenneth, to pastorate of First, Moun
tain Home 5-3 p. 5 

Tongues and the Holy Spirit 3-15 p. 16; dis
agrees with article of 3- 15 (L) 5- 12 p. 5 

Trussell , Gerald , . .spotlighted as state leader 
11 -8p. 6 

Tru stee of church, function of (E) 10-11 p. 3 
Trying new things (IMSI) 5- 10 p. 4 
Tucker, Lawrence, interim pastor of First, Pig

gott 6-28 p. 6; named Assistant to the Presi
dent for Public Relations and Development 
at Southern Baptist College 6- 14 p. 8 

Tucker, Sh irley, is interim BSU director at Col
lege of the Ozarks 3-8 p. 7 

Tull, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson, celebrate 50th wed
ding anniversary 1-25 p. 6 

u 
Union Rescue Mission , ministry of 11-22 p. 10 
Uniontown dedicates sanctuary 8- 16 p. 7 
Upchurch, A. W. Jr., pastor of Walnut Valley, 

Hot Springs 9-27 p. 9 
Uth, Anton C., pastor of Immanuel, Pine Bluff 

6- 14 p. 9 

v 
Valentine, Hamp, takes post at Park Place, 

Hot Springs 9-20 p. 7 
Van Buren, Concord, dedicates education 

building S-1 0 p. 15 
Vaught, W. 0., honored by naming of dining 

hall2-8 p. 8 
Verser, Mr. and Mrs. Earl , married ·55 years 

4-26 p. 8 
Vining, Bill, named coach of the year 5-17 p. 8 

w 
Wakef ield, Sam, to post at First Church, Paris, 

5- 10p.9 
Walker, George, retires from Baptist Book 

Store 4-5 p. 5 
Walker, James C. , to First Church, Melbourne 

6-14 p. 9 
Ward , Mrs. Olamae, named part-time BSU 

director at Arkansas College 3-1 p. 14 
Ward, Ross 0. , to pastorate of Hickory Street, 

Texarkana 3-29 p. 6 
Warren, C. C., dies 6-7 p. 4 
Warren, David, to post at First, Heber Springs 

7-12 p. 10 
Warren, Westside, burns build ing note 3-22 

p. 8; bu ilding burns 11-22 p. 13 
. Watson, William Brock, from Lake V ill age 

Church to pastorate of Roll ing Hills, Fayette
ville 5-24 p. 7 

Weakness , personal, progress in solving? 
(IMSI) 7- 12 p. 4 

Webb, Jim, named coach of the year 5-17 p. 8 
West Memphis, First, commends Governor's 

stand on horse and dog racing seasons 
4-5 p. 6 

Whitlow, C. Eugene, gets honmary degree 
from Grand Canyon College 6-7 p. 7 

Wilford, Marie, named an outstanding athlete 
5-10p.7 

Wil lard, David, music and youth director at 
First Church, Bay 10-11 p. 6 

Wi lliams, H. E., named Special Representative 
for Development at Southern Baptist Col
lege 6-14 p. 8 

Williamson , Bob, called as music and youth 
director by Mt. Olive, Crossett 1-18 p. 5 

Willoughby, Mr. and Mrs. Auda, married 50 
years 5-24 p. 11 

Winthrop, First, dedicates new auditorium 4-26 
p. 6 

Witnessing, is everyone's task (I MS I) 9-13 p. 4 
Woman's Missionary Union (Arkansas) holds 

ann_ual meeting 4- 12 p. 14 
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WMU (SBC) program for annual meeting 5-17 
p. 18 

Woman's viewpoint: being gullible 1-4 p. 11 ; 
New Year's resolutions 1- 11 p. 9; how not 
to check groceries 1-1 8 p. 13; defining words 
to suit ourselves 1-25 p. 6; in praise of teens 
2-1 p. 5; what God is like 2-8 p. 9; retiring 
from God's service 2-15 p. 4; instant coffee 
2-22 p. 14; God's watch-care 3- 1 p.·6; mod
ern cooking 3-8 p. 9; walking . in the shoes of 
Jesus 3- 15 p. 6; staying young at tieart 3-22 
p. 9; facing danger 3-29 p. 5; Uncle Tom 
Harkelroad 4-5 p. 7; a missionary at home 
4- 12 p. 8; angels at the tomb 4-19 p. 8; ask
ing God's direction in our tasks 4-26 p. 7; 
visit to Mountain View 5-3 p. 7; Mother's 
Bible 5-10 p. 11; God for all seasons 5-17 
p. 15; patience 5-24 p. 11; seeing the lighter 
side 5-31 p. 9; growing in faith 6-7 p. 7; fath 
ers 6-14 p. 9; modern technology aids gos
pel 6-21 p. 10; times for prayer 6-28 p. 5; 
traveling with children 7-12 p. 5; clothes 
from feed sacks 7- 19 p. 6; celebrating birth 
days 8-2 p. 5; keys to the Kingdom 8-9 p. 7; 
inactive members 8-16 p. 8; adjusting to 
weather 8-23 p. 7; how Peter overcame 
weakness 8-30 p. 6; misery loves an audi
ence 9-6 p. 7; credit buying 9-13 p. 5; mov
ing the cat 9-20 p. 8; Small deeds, impor
tance of 9-27 p. 8;, need for listening 10-4 

. p. 7; shortness of life 10-11 p. 5; paying 
attention to children 10- 18 p. 9; child's con
cept of meaning of U.S. flag 10-25 p. 5; 
raising children with good literature 11 - 1 
p. 5; buying back soft drink bottles 11 -8 
p. 7; praising God for blessings 11 -22 p. 6; 
God's grace is sufficient 11 -29 p. 5; testi
mony of daily living 12-6 p. 5 

World Law Day (GE) 8-23 p. 3 
World Missions Fair held by Mississippi County 

Association 5-24 p. 8 
Worship service, need for (E) 4-26 p. 3; what 

makes a good? (E) 8-23 p. 3 
Wright, Bob, joins staff of Second Church, 

Little Rock 8-30 p. 6 
Wright, Chester, ordained to ministry 11-8 

p. 17 
Wrongs, making restitution for (IMSI) 5-3 p. 4 
Wynne, Union Avenue, burns note 2-8 p. 5 

X 
X-rated movies, CBS denies plans for 2-8 p. 6 

DON'T WAIT
MAKE A 

TODAY· 

December 20, 1973 

Home Mission Board names a black 
to head cooperative ministers department 

ATLANTA (BP) - The Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board has named 
its first black department head, elected 
a woman staff member, elevated an 
office worker to a staff position and ac
cepted the resignation of another staff 
member. · 

Emmanuel McCall, associate in the 
·department of cooperative ministries 
with National (black) Baptists, was 
designed director-elect of the depart
ment for the next year preceeding the 
retirement of Victor Glass, curr·ent de
partment head . 

Now both of the Home Mission Board 
departments which deal with ethnic 
groups have ethnic heads. The other 
is Oscar Romo, a Mexican-American, 
who has headed the language missions 
department since 1971. 

Elaine Selcraig Furlow was named 
editor of book publication services. 
Her job includes production of the 
Home Mission Graded Series and ad
ministration of the board's library. 

Harold Culbreath was elevated to a 
staff pos1t1on, from supervisor of 
auxiliary services to director of auxiliary 
services. Culbreath directs operation 
of the board's offset printing, shipping 
department, mailroom and tract inven
tory and mailout services. ' 

Elias Golonka ·resigned as associate 
in the language missions department 
but will continue to be available to the 
board for consultation with its European 
language people and internationals. 
Golonka has served in the department' 

sine~ 1965 as a.ssistant secretary and 
earl1er as general f1el~ representative 
for two years . 

McCall has served as associate in the 
department of cooperative ministries 
~ith National Baptists since 1968. Be
fore that he was pastor of 28th Street 
Church, Louisville, and was formerly 
professor at Simmons University, also 

. in Louisville. 
A native of Sharon, Pa., McCall holds 

a bachelor of arts degree from the Un i 
versity of Louisvill e and master of 
divinity and master of religious edu
cation degrees from Southern Seminary, 
Louisville. 

While McCall is the Home Mission 
Board's first black department head, 
the first black staff member was Roland 
Smith who served in 1944 as fi eld secre
tary of Negro work .. In 1945, Smith was 
named assistant to the executive secre
tary of the Home, Mission Board for 
Negro work, working out of an office 
at his Atlanta home. · 

Mrs. Furlow will move from her 
position as managing editor of an em
ployee publication of Irving Trust Com
pany in New York . She received her 
undergraduate degree in journalism 
from Baylor University, Waco, Tex., 
and a master of arts degree in journalism 
from the University of Missouri at 
Columbia. She is a former assistant 
editor at the Southern Baptist Brother
hood Commission, Memphis, and is 
married to Robert Furlow, a reporter 
for the Atlanta Bureau of the Associated 
Press. 

.HELP 
is on the way. 

But You Should 
to be there. 

STATE STEWARDSHIP CLINIC 
Tuesday, February 26 

Morning and Afternoon Sessions At 

Lakeshore Drive Baptist Church 
Little Rock 
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Good Drivers 
who don't drink 

Tax Sheltered Annunltles 
Polley Review Service 
College Education Plan 
Family Life Insurance _ 
Savings Plan for Single Women 
Student Term Protection 
Group Life Insurance 

You belong 
with us ••• 

For Financial Independence 

Yes, I'd like more 
information on: 

Health and Accident Group Protection 
Disability Income _ 
Homeowners and Fire Insurance 
Complete Auto Insurance 
Mortgage Insurance 
Savings Plan for Married Men 

Agents needed In all areas of Arkansas 

MAIL TO: 
Ray Bridger 
Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance Companies 
203 Fau~ett Building 
Markham & University 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205 
Phone: 663-9437 

Name ----~--------- Address -------------- Phone -----

City _____________ State ___________ Church-------------

Birthdate 
Have my Preferred Risk representative contact me. 
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The Word, written and living, dwelt among us International 
Dec. 23, 1973 
John 1:1 -5,14-18 By }ames D. Dwiggins 

First Church, Van BureA 

God has given ·us 
more than one 
Word. He has given 
us scripture as the 
written Word, and 
He has given us His 
Son as the Living 
Word. 

This Sunday's les
son has to do with 
Christ the incarnate 

. . Word, and what we 
Dwiggins learn of Him comes 

through the Written Word. 
The Eternal Word (John 1:1a) 

"In beginning (the definite article 
"the" is not in the Greek text). this 
wonderful verse contains three things. 
It tells us that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
here ca lled the Word, is eterna l, -
that He is a distinct Person from God 
the Father, and yet most intimately 
united to Him, and that He is God. The 
term "God" in the second clause, is to 
be taken personally for God the Father, 
and in the third to be taken essentia lly 
as signifying the Divine Being. 

The expression "In Beginning" means 
in the beginning of all creation . It is 
like the first verse of Genesis, " In be
ginning God created the heavens and 
the earth." (Gen. 1:1). 

The expression "was" means "existed, 
was existing." The whole sentence sign i
fies that when the world was first ca ll ed 
into being, howeve'r many millions of 
ages ago that may have been, at that 
per iod the Lord jesus Christ was ex ist
ing . He had no beginning. He was be
fore all things. There nev~r was the 
time when He was not. In short, the 
Lord Jesus Christ is an eterna l Being. 

The expression, "the Word," is a very 
difficult one, and is peculiar to John. 
That it here signifies a "person/' and 
not a spoken word, and that it is appl ied 
to our Lord, is clear from the sentence, 
"The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us." That it was a term familiar 
to the Jews' is undeniab le. But why this 
particu lar name is used by John, both 
here and in his other writings, is a point 
on which commentators have differed 
great ly. 

I think that Christ is ca lled "the 
Word," because He is the speaker, ut
terer, and interpreter of God's will. It 
is written in this very chapter, that "the 
only begotten Son hath declared the 
Father." It is also written, that "God 
hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by His Son." (Heb. 1:1). 

December 20, 1973 

The Divine Word (John 1:1b-5) 
"The Word was with God." This ·sen

tence means that from all eternity there 
'was a most intimate union between 
the first and the second Persons in the 
blessed Trinity, - between Christ the 
Word and God the Father. And yet, 
though thus united, the Word and the 
Father were from all eternity two dis
tinct Persons. "It was He," says Pearson, 
to whom the Father said, "Let us make 
man in our image." (Gen. 1 :26) . 

The verb translated "was" three times 
in John 1:1 is very cr ucial to the under
standing of John's statement about the 
Wora. In the Greek the word translated 
"was" is the imperfect tense of the verb 
"to be." The word does not designate 
any idea of origin. Rather, the word in 
the imperfect tense conveys the idea of 
continuous existence or action . 

An entire ly different verb is used in 
John 1:14 when reference is made to 
the incarnation of the Word . This 
change in verbs in the same context 
when describing the same Person serves 
to highlight the difference between 
Christ's timeless ex istence and His 
existence in time. 

To further clarify and stress his point, 
John added, "And the Word was God." 
This sentence means that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the eterna l Word was in nature, 
essence and substance very God, and 
that "as the Father is God, so also the 
Son is God." It seems impossible to 
assert Christ's divinity more distinctly· 
than it is here asserted. 

In leaving this verse, it is usele·ss to 
deny that there are deep mysteries in 
it which man has no mind to compre
hend, and no language to express. How 
can there be a plurality in unity, and a 
unity in plurality, three persons in the 
Trinity and one God in essence,- how 
Christ can be at the same time in the 
Father, as regards the unity of the es
sence, and with the Father, as regards 
the distinction of His Person - these 
matters are far beyond our feeble un
derstand ing. Happy are we, if we can 
agree with Bernard's devout remark 
about the subject, "It is rashness to 
search too far into it. It is piety to be
lieve it. It is life eternal to know it. And 
we can never have a full comprehension 
of it, till we com'e to enjoy it." 

The Outlines of the ·International Bible Lesson for 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted 
by the International Council of Religious Education. 
Used by permissiqn. 

The whole truth of John 1:1 was re
peated by John in verse 2. This is charac
teristic of the apostle's style of writing. 
John stated emphatically the eterna lity 
and deity of the Word in these verses 
(v. 1-2). 

We now come to see the demonstra
tion of the· deity of the Word. Most 
Christians are accustomed to believing 
that God created all things. By God 
they mean, or at least strongly imply, 
God the Father. Perhaps we forget that 
God the Son, who existed before all 
created things, was the Creator as much 
as God the Father was. Yet, that was 
precisely how John presented Christ 
here. The· truth that the Word was the 
Creator was stated · clearly and forth
rightly: "All things were made by him; 
and without him was not anything made 
that was made" (v. 3). 

The Incarnate Word (John 1:14-18) 
The passage of Scripture now before 

us is very short, if we measure it by 
words. But it is very long, if we measure 
it by the nature of its contents. 

The main truth which this verse teach
es is the reality of our Lord Jesu's Chris.t's 
incarnation, or being made man. John 
tells us that "the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us." The plain mean
ing of these words is, that our divine 
Saviour really took human nature upon 
Him, in order to save sirners. He really 
became a man like ourselves in all 
things, sin only excepted. Like our
selves, he was born of a woman, Like 
ourselves, he grew from infancy to boy
hood, and from boyhood to manhood, 
both in wisdom and in stature. Like 
ourselves, He hungered, thirsted, ate, 
drank, slept, was wearied, felt pain, 
wept, rejoiced, marvelled, was moved 
to anger and to compassion. Having 
become flesh, and taken a body, He 
prayed, and read the Scriptures, suf
fered being tempted, a'nd submitted 
His human will to the will of God the 
Father. And finally in the same body 
He suffered and shed His blood, died, 
was buried, rose again, and ascended 
up into heaven. And yet .all this time 
He was God as well as man. 

While we do not pretend to explain 
the union of two natures in our Lord's 
Person, we must be very cautious. While 
we state most carefully what we do 
believe, we must not shrink from de
claring boldly what we do not believe. 
We must never forget, that though our 
Lord was God and man at the same 

(Continued on page 23) 

Page 19 



Sunday School lesson~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Water for the thirsty to drink 

By james D. Dwiggins 
First Church, Van Buren 

The bistory of the 
Samaritan woman, 
contained in these 
verses, is one of the 
most interesting and . 
instructive passages 
in John's Gospel. 
John has shown us, 
in the case of 
Nicodemus, how 
our Lord dealt with 
a self-righteous 

Dwiggins formalist. He now 

shows us how our Lord dealt with an 
ignorant, carnal-minded woman whose 
moral character was more than or
dinarily bad. There are . lessons in the 
passage for ministers and teachers, 
which they would do well to study and 
understand. There are five things we 
need to see. 

The tact and condescension 
of Christ with sinners 

Our Lord was sitting by Jacob's well, 
when a woman of Samaria came to draw 
water. At once He says to her, "Give 
me to drink." He does not wait for her 
to speak to Him. He does not begin by 
reproving her sins, though He doubtless 
knew them. He approaches the 
woman's mind by the subject of water 
which was uppermost in her thoughts. · 
Simple as this request may seem, it 
opened a door to spiritual conversation. 
It led to· the conversion of her soul. 

We would do well to learn a very im
portant lesson here. It is vain to expect 
sinners to . voluntarily come to us, or 
begin to seek knowledge. We must go 
to them in a spirit of courteous and 
friendly aggression. We must work 
wisely. We must study the best avenues 
to their hearts, and the best methods of 
gaining their attention. 

Christ's readiness To forgive sin 
Christ tells the Samaritan woman that 

if she had asked, "He would have given 
her living water." He knew the charac
ter of the woman before Him perfectly 
well, yet He says, "If she had asked, 
He would have given." He would have 
given the living water of grace, mercy 
and peace. 

The infinite willingness of Christ to 
receive sinners is a golden . thread 
running throughout the Bible and we 
should treasure it in our hearts. The 
Lord is far more ready to hear our 
prayers tban we are to pray, and far 
mqre ready to give favors than we are 
to ask them. All day long He stretches 
out His hands to the disobedient. He has 
throughts of pity and compassion to
wards the vilest of sinners, even when 

they have no thoughts of Him. He stands · 
ready to bestow mercy and grace on the 
m.ost unworthily if they will cry out to 
Him. 
The priceless excellence of Christ's gifts 

Our Lord tells the Samaritan woman, 
"He that drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again, but he that drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst." · 

The truth of tbe principle here laid 
down may be seen bn every side by al l 
who are not blinded by prejudice or 
love of this world. Thousands of men 
have every temporal good thing that 
their heart could w ish for, and yet they 
are as dissatisfied as the poorest of man. 
Riches and rank, and place and power, 
and learning, · and amusements are 
utterly unable to fil l the soul. He that 
drinks of these waters is sure to thirst 
again. Every Arab finds a Naboth's vine
yard next to his place, and every Human 
sees a Mordecai at the gate. There . is 
no heart-satisfaction in this world unti l 
we believe on Christ. Jesus alone can fil l 
up the empty places of the inward man. 
Jesus alone can give solid, · lasting 

. happiness. · 
Conviction before conversion 

The Samaritan woman seems to have 
been comparatively unmoved until our 
Lord exposed her breach of the seventh 
commandment. Those heart-searching 
words, "Go, call thy husband," appear 
to have pierced her conscience like an 
arrow. From that moment, however 
ignorant, she speaks like an earnest, 
sincere inquirer after truth. And the 
reason is evident. She felt that her 
spiritual disease was discovered. For the 
first time in her life she saw herself. 

To bring thoughtless people to this 
state of mind shou ld be the principal 
aim of all teachers and ministers of the 
gospel. They should carefu lly copy their 
Master's example in thi~ place. Till men 
and women are brought to feel their 
sinfulness and need, no real go0d is ever 
done to their· sou ls. Till a sinner sees 
himself as God sees him, he will con
tinue careless, trifling, and unmoved. 
By all means we must labour to con
vince the unconverted man of sin, to 
prick his conscience, to open his eyes, 
to show him himself. To this end we 
must expound the length and breadth 
of God's Word. 

God's revelation of Himself to sinners 
We should mark, lastly, Christ's 

The Outlines of the lntern'atfonal Bible Lesson for' 
Christian Teaching, Unilorm Series, are copyrighted 
by the International Council of Religious Education. 
Used by permission. 
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gracious willingness to reveal Himself 
to the ·chief of sinners. He concludes 
His conversation with the Samaritan 
woman by telling her openly and un
reservedly that He is the Saviour of 
the world. "I that speak to thee," He 
says, "am the Messiah." Nowhere in all 
the Gospels do we find our Lord making 
such a full avowal of His ·nature and 
office as He does in this place. And this 
avowal, be it remembered, was made 
not to learned Scribes, or moral 
Pharisees, but to one who up to that 
day had been an ignorant, thoughtless, 
and immoral person. 

Dealing with sinners, such as these, 
form one of the grand peculiarities of 
the Gospel. Whatever a man's past life 
may have been, there is hope and a 
remedy for him in Christ. If he is only 
willing to hear Christ's voice and follow 
Him, Christ is willing to receive him at 
once as a friend, and to bestow on him 
the fullest measure of mercy and grace. 
Let these things sink down into our 
hearts. Whatever else we doubt, let us 
never doubt that Christ's love to sinners 
passeth knowledge, and that Christ is 
as willing to receive as He is mighty to 

· sa.ve. 

Clinard dies in Abilene 
automobile accident 

ABILENE, Tex. (BP) Gordon 
Clinard, 51, former professor at two 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
seminaries, was killed in an automobile 
accident here. 

Funeral services were held here, with 
burial in Fort Worth. 

At the time of his death , he was pro
fessor of Bible at Hardin-Simmons Uni
versity, Abilene. He came to the West 
Texas school in 1972 after serving , as 
professqr of the Billy Graham Chair of 
Evangelism at Southern Seminary, 
Louisville. 

He also was professor of preaching 
at Southwestern Seminary, Fort Worth, 
1955-66. 

Clinard, born in Springfield, Tenn., 
served as pastor of the First Churches 
of San Angelo, Tex., Huntsville, Tex., 
and Burleson, Tex. He was former presi
dent of the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas and former chai.rman of the 
Texas convention's executive board. 

He received both his bachelor of 
divinity and doctor of theology degrees 
froni Southwestern Seminary. He also 
was graduated from Union College in 
jackson, Tenn. 
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_______ ___:. _________ sunday School lesson 

The witness of the Spirit 
By E. E. Boone 

Wynne Church 

The two witnesses 

Boone 

When our lord · 
was talking to His 
disciples on the eve 
of His crucif ixion, 
concerning the 
Comforter, He said, 
"But when ' t h e 
Comforter is come, 
whom I will send 
unto you from the 
Father, eve n the 
Spirit of truth, which 
proceedet h from 

the Father, he shall testify of me. And. 
ye also shall bear witness, because ye 
have been with me from the begin
ning." (John 15:26, 27 KJV) Also, the 
disciples, when commanded by the 
Jewish Council not to teach in the name 
of Jesus sa id, "We are witnesses of these 
things, and so is also the Holy Ghost" 
(Acts 5:32 KJV). Both Jesus and the dis
ciples made it clear that the Holy Spirit 
would witness concerning Jesus Christ. 

The Spirit's witness (John 15:22-27) 
We find the Spirit's w itness to Jes us 

Christ in the Scriptures. In addition, 
He witnesses directly to the heart of 
the individual that Jesus is the Saviour. 
It is only through this direct witness to 
our hearts that we can come to a true 
knowledge of Jesus as Saviour and lord. 
(I Cor. 12:3) This is the great work of 
the Spirit, to bear witness to Christ. In 
chapter 16:13-15 there is an en large
ment of this. And when He has come, 
they also wou ld be enabled to bear 
witness, on account of their long asso
ciation with Him from the beginning 
of His ministry . 

Since it is primarily God the Spirit 
who is at work in witnessing, the gospel 
does not have to be presented with 
"something unusual," "adapted to our 
changing whims," or "trumpeted with 
fury." The power of the gospel is not 
in skill, lungs, or mind of man, but in 
the power of the Spirit. 

Co-witnessing with the Spirit 
There is to be a witness of the Spirit 

corresponding to our witness for Jesus 
Christ. His witness is an internal., sub
jective influence or operation in the 
heart of that person we witness to. "He 
shall reprove, or convict." 

What a responsibility this places upon 
us. When we witness to men about the 
lord Jesus, our witness effects both 
their present state and future condi
tion. They can never be the same after
wards, whether they hea r or not. 

December 20, 1973 

Yet, there is more. If in your witness
ing to them, you ask in prayer that the 

· Holy Spirit certify the truth to their 
hearts, there is a double witness, your's 
and the Spirit's. The Spirit deals inward
ly with those you are dealing outwardly, 
making your testimony a powerful wit
ness to God's sav ing power. 

Co-witnessing was purposed by the 
lord in luke 24:45-49. God's purpose 
was, that the message of redemption 
should be proclaimed to the whole 
world. (v. 46, 47) That the Holy Spir it 
wou ld be the effective power behind 
the · believers, energizing, directing, 
and enabl ing them in their witnessing. 

There are three areas in our witness
ing where the Spirit is especially act ive. 

(1) Our witness comes from fellow
ship and intimacy with Christ. The dis
ciples were witnesses because they had 
been with Him from the beginning. 
The Spirit takes the things of Christ 
ana makes them known to us that we 
might be witnesses. A witness is one 
who can say: "This is true, and I know 
it." There can be no witness without 
persona l experience. We can only wit
ness for Christ as we know Him as 
Saviour and lord. 

(2) Our witness must come from con
viction. We can only witness effectively 
to that which we really believe. Again, 
the Spirit certifies to our hearts that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
the on ly Sav iour for man. 

(3) Our witness manifests itself in an 
outward testimony. It is not enough to 
know the truth, to experience truth, 
we must also proclaim truth. A real 
witness is one who is prepared to say 
what he knows to be true. Here the 
Spirit acts to inspire and impel! into 
active witnessing. 

Witnessing with power (Acts 4:8-12) 
Peter and John were arrested by the 

Jewish leaders and imprisoned over
night, for the healing of a lame man. 
On the next day they · were brou ght 
before the Jew's court for examination. 
The question. asked of them was: "By 
what power, and in what name have ye 
done this?" (v. 7 KJV) Peter was ready 
with his answer, not of himself for "he 
was filled with the Holy Spirit." "In the 
name of Jesus C.hrist of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucified, whom God raised from 

This lesson treatment is based on the Life and Work 
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches,· copyright 
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Life and Work 
Dec. 23, 1973 
John 15:18-27 
Matt.1:18-25 
Acts 4 :8-12 

the dead, even by him doth this man 
stand before you whole." (v. 10 KJV) 

Note the boldness of this answer, 
and the courage to say it. Both imparted 
by the Holy Spirit. Note also, the key 
message declared by Peter, the resur
rection of Christ. This risen Christ was 
alive and at work through the HoI y 
Spirit. The miracle being a demonstra
tion of this fact. 

Peter reminded the rulers before 
him that according to the divine plan 

· they were to have been the builders of 
God's family of the redeemed. But they 
were proving themselves to be destroy
ers instead of builders. In the rejection 
of Christ they were setting at naught 
the stone God had appointed. Though 
they refused this stone, God had ac
cepted Him; even to seeing to it that 
He had been made the chief corner
stone. 

It is our priv ilege to be witnesses for 
Christ in th is day. We cannot be effec
·tive witnesses without the personal ex
perience, th e inner-conviction, the 
outward testimony, and the. co-witness 
of the Holy Spirit. 

News about missionaries __ _ 
M'lANG, Philippines - Felipe Abad 

Saludez has recently been elected presi 
dent of Southern Baptist College here 
by the school's board of trustees. He 
received the bachelor and master of 
science degrees in business administra
tion from th e University of Missouri 
and joined the Southern Baptist College 
faculty in 1965 as dean of commerce. 
In other action, the trustees announced 
the appointment of Pedro S. Gape as 
treasurer of the co ll ege. 

* * * 
NASSAU, Bahamas - Baptist young 

people in the Bahamas will have a new 
opportunity to have an active church 
youth program due to the creation of 
the Baptist Young People's Fellowship 
at a recent Bahamas Baptist Missionary 
a'nd Educational Convention meeting. 
A committee of one adult leader and 
one young person from each of the 19 
churches participating in the new or
ganization will plan activities such as 
Bible studies, retreats and mission pro
jects as well as competition between 
churches in sports, speech, talent and 
debate. Some churches already have 
fellowship groups meeting weekly. 
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The ministry of the Spirit 
By E. E. Boone 
Wynne Church 

Boone 

The Lord jesus 
Christ considered 
the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in the · 
hearts of the dis
ciples so · important 
that He said: "It is 
expedient for you 
that I go away, for if 
I go not away, the 
Comforter will not 
come unto you." 
(John 16:7 KJV) 

jesus is simply say ing that, in the body, 
He was limited by space and time, 
but that the Spirit would have no such 
limitation. That in the body He could 
not reach the mind, heart and con
sciences of men everywhere. That the 
coming of the Spirit is the answer to the 
promise of Matt. 28:20, "and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world ." That the Spirit would bring 
to men uninterrupted fellowship, and 
to their witness, a power and effective
ness unknown before. 

Ministry To The Lost (John 16:7-11) 
One of the major ministries of the 

Holy Spirit is related to the salvation of 
the lost. According to john 16:8, the 
Holy Spirit "when He is come, will con
vict the world in respect of sin, and of· 
righteousness, and of judgment." 

The Lord jesus Christ came to make 
an atonement for sin, and the Holy Spirit 
came to make known this atonement to 
sinners. He came to convict the world 
of sin because it believes not on the 
Lord jesus Christ. The only sin left is 
unbelief, all the rest were put away at 
Calvary. 

As such, the Holy Spirit is the mis
sionary of the Lord jesus Christ. His 
work is to glorify Christ, be the witness 
to the world, and the evangelist of the 
Son. He accomplishes this through con
victing the world of sin, of righteous
ness, and of judgment. (John 16:8) 

(1) Of sin in reference to their un
belief which rejects jesus Christ. 

When the jews crucified Jesus, they 
had not the slightest idea that they were 
sinning. Rather, they thought that they 
were serving God. 

Later, when the story of the cruci 
fixion was preached to them, they were 
convicted in their hearts (Acts 2:37), 
that they had committed the greatest 
crime of history and their sin had caused 
it. 

"What must we do?" was the 
agonizing cry from the depth of their 
soul. What caused such a sense of sin? 

It was the work of the Holy Spirit con
vincing men of the sin of unbelief. 

(2) The Spirit convinces men of 
righteousness. Of the righteousness of 
jesus Christ who was crucified as a 
criminal. 

He who was rejected by men, as a 
sinner, has been acknowledged by Al
mighty God, as holy and righteous. In 
the Resurrection and Ascension of jesus 
Christ, God reversed the decision, 
awarded righteousness to the Con
demned One, and sin to His judges. 
Actually · God states that the only righ
teousness He will accept is the righ
teousness of His Son. And unless men 
are clothed with this righteousness, 
they cannot be acceptable with God. 

What convinces men that this 
crucified jew is the Son of God and the 
Saviour of the world? This is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. He convinces men of 
the righteousness of Christ as supported 
by the Resurrection and the Ascension. 

(3) The Spir it also convinces men of 
Judgment. 

By means of the Cross ev il stands 
condemned, judged, and defeated. 

The judgment was upon Satan and he 
is exposed, conquered, and judged. 
Thus the world, righteous in its own 
eyes, is declared sinful, short on glory, 
and fit only for destruction. 

Who makes men aware of this judg
ment? God the Holy Spirit produces the 
inner conviction that, because of the 
cross, we shall all stand in judgment 
before God. 

(4) Then the Holy Spirit gives the 
conviction that the Lord jesus Christ is 
our salvation. That through faith in 
Christ we can be forgiven and saved 
from judgment. That there is "none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved." (Acts 
4:12 ·KJV) The Holy Spirit convicts us of 
our sin, and convinces us of our Saviour. 

Ministry To The Saved (I Cor. 12:1-13) 
(1) A life-giving Spirit. 
In His ministry the Holy Spirit is also 

the life-giving Spirit . Those He convicts, 
He woos to Christ, and to those won, 
He transforms their li ves. The Sp irit 
makes alive. He sets the captive free. 
He makes former slaves of sin and Satan, 
sons of God. 

They not only receive something new, 
they become something new. They are 
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recreated in mind and nature, and be
come men "in the Spir it. " (Rom. 8:9) 

Then the Spirit organizes, equips, 
educates, empowers, and keeps the re
deemed as the Spirit of the Son. (I Cor. 
12:4-11) 

(2) A life-directing Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit vitally unites the re

deemed with the Redeemer, pl acing 
them as adult sons in God's family, and 
enables the believer to appropriate 
the full blessings of sonship. 

Thus the believer is "in Christ." A 
member of His body and a partner in 
His work. The believer is made "mem
bers of one another," and in (by) one 
Spirit were baptized into one body. 
(v . 12, 13) 

(3) The equipping Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit orders their gifts and 

divides them according to His will . He 
appoints their service in the church and 
gives the abi li ty to serve. He leads in 
their witness and fills it with the power 
of God, producing conviction and 
repentance. He both animates their 
prayers and gives them authority before 
the throne of God The Father. He per
fectly equips for the service he chooses. 

(4) The Spirit of Transfiguration. 
As to the future, the Spirit is the 

guarantee of believers, the seal of salva
tion, the earnest of our inheritance, the 
surety of the resurrection and life 
eternal. 

Entertainment 
for Church groups 

Puff the magic clown 
Magic shows for all ages 

$40 plus travel 
(501) 767 -3202 (Hot Springs) 

Clean used church buses 

J & M Motors 
Hwy. 65, South 
Conway, Ark. 

329-6634 or ·329-5135 

No magazine 
Christmas week 

Since there will be no magazine 
next week 2 Sunday School lessons 
are carried in this issue. 
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International Lesson 
Dec. 23, 1973 

(Continued from page 19) 

time, the divine and human natures in 
Him were never confounded . One 
nature did not swallow up ·the other. 
The divinity of Christ was never for a 
moment laid aside, although vei led. 
Though perfect God, Christ has always 
been perfect man from the first moment 
of His incarnation. Though perfect man, 
Christ never ceased to be perfect God. 

For further proof that the Word was 
incarnate, the apostle turned· to the 
testimony of John the Baptist. Verse 15 
is the Baptist's witness of the truth that 
the incarnate Word was indeed the 
Messiah. 

Need Build ing Superintendent 
Training and experience preferred. 

Also need 
part-time press and layout person. 

Contact: 
Baring Cross Church 

North Little Rock Phone: 375-2347 

CHURCH FURNITURE 

At 

A 

Pi-ice 

Any Church Can Afford 

WAGONER BROTHERS 

MANUFACTURING CO. 
Write or Call 

Phone OR 5-2468 
BOONEVILLE, ARKANSAS 

December 20, 1973 

A smile or two 

Two railroaders were discussing their 
collegian offsprings. 

"My son's getting smarter all the 
time," bragged Tom. "His letters are so 
literary they keep sending me to the 
dictionary." 

"You're lucky," complained Sam. 
"My daughter's letters are easy enough 
to read, but they keep sending me to 
the bank!" 

* * * 
Genius is one percent insp iration and 

99 percent perspiration . 
-Thomas A. Edison 

* * * 
First Old Lady: I hate this crazy 

daylight-saving time. It mixes me up. 
Second O ld Lady: I just love it. I raise 

roses and that extra hour of daylight 
does wonders for them! 

* * * 
Smitten Suitor: jimmy~ if you'll get me 

just one small lock of your sister's 
beautiful hair to have for my very own, 
I'll give.you a dollar! 

jimmy: How about this? For five bucks 
I'll snitch her whole wig! 

PIANIST WANTED 
Rosedale Baptist Church 

7624 W. 40th Street 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Call : Dennis McCrackin 
565-4622 or 565-0222 

WANT TO BUY 
80 to 300 acres grazing and row crop 
land. Some timber O.K. Write description, 
price and terms to: 

OBU Former Student 
Ken Wheeler 
2542 Colorado 

Kingman, Ariz. 86401 

Reporting attendance 
Churches submitting attendance 

reports need to p lace the 
information on a post card and 
mail the report no later than 
Monday morning after the Sunday 
of report. The card must have 
church, town, and date of Sunday 
reported. Send to Arkansas Baptist 
Newsmagazine, P.O. Box 550, Little 
Rock, 72203. 

Attendance report 

Church 
Alexander, First 
Alma, First 
Alpena 
Barton 
Beirne 
Bentonville, Fi rst 
Berryville 

First 
Freeman Heights 
Rock Springs 

Rl ytheville, Calvary 
Booneville, First 
Camden, First 
Concord, First 
Conway, Second 
Crossett 

First 
Magnolia 
Mt.Oiive 

Des Arc, First 
Elaine 
Forrest City, First 
Fr. Smith 

First 
Grand Avenue 

Moffett Mission 
Temple 
Trinity 
Windsor Park 

Gentry, First 
Glendale 
Grandview 
Gravel Ridge 
Greenwood, First 
Hampton, First 
Hardy, Fi rst 
Harrison, Eagle Heights 
Heber Springs, First 
Helena, First 
Hope 

Calvary 
First 

Hot Springs 
Grand Avenue 
leonard Street 
Park Place 

Hughes, First 
jacksonville 

First 
Marsha ll Road 

Johnson 
Jonesboro 
Lambrook 
lavaca 
Lex a 
little Rock 

Cross Roads 
Crystal Hill 
Geyer Springs 
Life Line 
Martindale 
Shady Grove 
Woodlawn 

Magnolia 
Melbourne, Belview 
Monticello 

First 
Second 

North Little Rock 
Calvary 
levy 
Park Hill 

Paragould 
Calvary 
Center Hill 
East Side 
First 

Paris, First 
Pine Bluff 

Centennial 
East Sfde 
First 
Green Meadows 

Second 
Watson Chapel 

Prairie Grove, First 
Rogers, First 
Russe llville 

First 
Kelly He ights 
Second 

Saddle 
Sheridan 
Springdale . 

Berry Street 
Caudle Avenue 
Elmdale 
First 
Oak Grove 

Uniontown 
Vandervoort 
Warren 

Immanue l 
Southside 
west Side 

West Helena 

December 9, 1973 
Sunday 
School 

83 
385 

81 
129 
60 

261 

174 
125 
108 
179 
257 
487 
119 
361 

543 
202 
400 
193 
131 
731 

1361 
770 
26 

158 
191 
708 
197 
111 

93 
221 
344 
163 
106 
304 
307 
259 

177 
492 

105 
357 
216 

413 
330 

70 
260 

11 
312 
148 

97 
169 
771 
637 
111 

89 
110 
613 
206 

266 
277 

416 
430 
809 

225 
134 
194 
508 
393 

163 
229 
690 

150 
309 
183 
631 

497 
42 

196 
54 

264 

118 
146 
341 
993 

77 
107 

51 

W. Memphis, Vanderbilt Ave. 
Wooster 

266 
54 
65 

301 
138 

. 111 

Church 
Training 

47 
99 
31 
66 
22 

66 
49 
69 

11 2 
231 
166 

49 
90 

171 
121 
256 

55 
59 

140 

300 
301 

61 
71 

198 
72 
66 
54 
93 

142 
90 
52 

104 
67 

110 

74 
142 

59 
101 

55 

59 
114 

54 
99 
85 

129 
84 

76 
70 

211 
145 

57 
48 
48 

196 
136 

78 
124 

128' 
131 
101 

156 
106 

74 
127 

91 

74 
121 
160 . 

17 
61 

112 
79 

127 

24 
74 
30 
83 

56 
40 
79 

30 
65 
29 

68 
49 
40 
91 
63 
71 

Ch. 
Addns. 

17 

·· 27 
1 
1 
3 

3 
4 
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Southern Baptist datelines 
Southern Baptist Foundation earnings . 
break all records in year of 1973 

NASHVILLE (BP) - The Southern 
Baptist Foundation had a record year· 
of earnings in fiscal1973 and topped the 
$14 million mark in total trust corpus 
value, Kendall Berry, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the foundation 
told the board of directors in their an
nual meeting here. 

In his report to the board, Berry said 
the corpus value at the end of the fiscal 
year, September 30, for the benefit of 
Southern Baptist causes and annuitants 
under contract, was $14,216,954, with 
earnings (collective income) reaching 
a record $760,104 exclusive of any 
capital gains. 

The foundation "has made significant 
progress during this past year," in. spite 
of "economic uncertainties" and 
"money problems" in the world, Berry 
said. 

Some $1,796,873 was received in cash 
and securities for investment during 
the fiscal year, he said. "Due to with-

. drawals of $1,067,395 and depreciation 
in the market (value) of $180,210, we 
still ended up with a net increase of 
$332,722 ... 11 

Berry continued, "Even though 
monetary progress (the past year) has 

. left much to be desired, the record of 
Southern Baptists during fiscal year 
1973 ... looks much better than com-

parable foundation funds or even in 
comparison to the stock market 
averages ... 

"The Southern Baptist Foundation 
continues in a strong position and need 
not worry too much about fluctuations 
in the market," he said. 

The foundation will "likely continue 
its conservative approach" in invest
ments until a more firm basis can be 
seen for an optimism by most econo
mists that "when something develops 
to restore confidence in government 
and the American way of life, the next 
rise could be dramatic," Berry added. 

Mrs. E. W. Bess. Jr., administrative 
assistant for the foundation, in the 
financial review for the board, reported 
that the general fund (the largest ad
ministered and invested by the founda
tion) reached a total $10,222,237 for the 
year, up slightly over fiscal 1972 and 
earning an ·average rate of return of 
5.43 percent, also up slightly . 

Berry said earnings for the year were 
due largely to high interest rates on cer
tificates of deposit and earnings from 
high'-yielding short term commercial 
paper (income producing securities). 

Stirton Oman, a Nashville cons
truction company executive, was re
elected president of the foundation's 
.board and chairm(!n of its executive 

SBC Cooperative Program contributions 
top $3 Million for the second time · . 

NASHVILLE (BP) - For the second 
time in the history of the Southern 
Baptist Convention - both in 1973 -
contributions through the denomina
tion's Cooperative Program unified 
budget topped the $3 million level in 
one month. · 

In November, SBC churches gave 
$3,100,557 to support all national SBC 
causes through the Cooperative Pro
gram. The other $3 million month came 
·in January, when an all-time record 
$3,194,938 was collected. 

The November, 1973, total t~pped by 
$778,346 (or 33 .52 percent) the 
$2,322,212 received in November of last 
year, according to figures released by 
John H. Williams, director of financial 
planning and assistant to the treasurer 
for the SBC Executive Committee. 

'- The 33.52 percent increase represents 
the largest percentage increase over a 
corresponding month of the year be
fore, according to Porter Routh the 
Executive Committee's exe~utive 
secretary-treasurer. 

"We are grateful for the 33.52 percent 
increase;'' Routh said. "This represents 

advance funds received by states over 
their goals. In a number of cases these 
funds were divided, with a larger per
cent going to SBC causes." 

Through the first two months of the 
1973-74 fiscal year, Cooperative Pro
gram gifts totaled $5,808,646, more than 

. 15.3 percent higher_ than the $5,037,268 
received at the same point in the 
1972-73 fiscal year, Williams said. 
. Designated gifts reached $360,780 
m November, 34.91 percent higher than 
the $267,424 received in November of 
last year . 

But the $602,499 total designated gifts 
for the first two months fell $7,317 (or 
1.2 percent) lower than. the same period 
last year. 

Total contribu t ions to world missions 
(through the Cooperative Program and 
designated gifts) reached $3,461, 338 
in · November. That's 33.66 percent 
higher than last November's $2,589,635. 

Overall figures for the two months of 
the 1973-74 fiscal year rose to $6,411,145, 
an increase of $764,061 (or 13.53 per
cent) over the $5,647,084 received at the 
same point in 1972-73. 

committee. 
John 0. Ellis, a Nashville banker, 

whose board' title was changed from 
secretary to recording secretary, was 
also re-elected . 

G. Frank Cole, a Nashville banker, was 
elected vice pres icent to succeed Nash
ville businessman L. B. Stevens. 

In other business the board {:larified 
its bylaws on membership and gave the 
foundation president authority to ap
point board committees and delegate 
authority to the.m, subject to its execu-
tive committee's approval. · 

Membership dn the board of direc
tors includes: the president of the 
.Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) as 
an ex-officio member; ·15 Baptist lay
men, 11 of whom· live in or near 
Nashville; a member from the Southern 
Baptist Executive Committee; one mem
ber from each of the four general SBC 
boards and each of the six seminaries; 
one from each of the SBC's seven com
missions and the (WMU); and a member 
from the board of such other agencies 
the SBC may recognize as entitled to 
membership. 

Retirement age for both men and 
women foundation staff members was 
set at 65, subject to an· annual waiver by 
the board for individual staff members. 
Previous retirement was set at 70 for 
men and 65 for women. The previous 
policy on retirement actually "dis
criminated against the women," Berry 
said. 

Berry, who will be 67 in April, 1974, 
was re-elected by the board .for an ad
ditional year, as was Mrs. Bess. The four 
women on the five ~ member foundation 
staff are all consid~rably younger than 

.65. 
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