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Amidst the deepening shadows of war clouds we still have the invitation of Jesus, ~~~ ~~ ~~~ 
"Come unto mfJ, all ye that labor and are. heavy laden, and I will give you rest." '"' ~ "V 
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The Denomination of Unde·nominationalism 
. i 

By A. C. PruoR, Editor 
The Australian Baptist 

A most" disturbing feature in the life of 
our Baptist Church in Australia, which has 
grieved many of us for some time, is the 
readiness and ease with which some Baptists, 
including a number of ministers, get them
selves engrossed in "undenominational" or 
"non-denominational" activities. 

There is a bland assumption abroad that 
there must be a special virtue in these non
denominational pursuits, and many, includ
ing not a few Baptists, fall for this . un~ar
ranted idea. Admittedly, these denommatiOn
less organizations do bring together rela
tively large groups of Christians on certain 
occasions and seeing these larger groups the 
gullible are thereby induced to believe that 
it is an evidence of a grea,ter work than that 
represented by the usual life of the churches. 
Actually, what is happening is ~hat these 
undenominational groups are drawmg a per
<-entage from all the churches; some because 
they are keen Christians and imagine that 
there is a larger sphere of service in the 
conglomerate group, others because they are 
disgruntled and out of fellowship with their 
own church group and still others whose 
Christianity is of the sort that must have the 
strmulus of the frothy type of experience 
Lometimes found in the undenominational 
denomination. 

Undenominational-
Without Name or Principle 

The character of undenominationalism 
usually goes with the name. Denominational 
means, of course, having a :p.ame or prin
ciples. It suggests that the people of that 
denomination are known as having a name 
and living according to certain beliefs. Un
denominational means the opposite-without 
name or principles. I~ is a designation to 
be shunned. A slightly stronger word which 
x::light be used to describe the situation is 
nondescript-unclassified, hybrid, neither one 
th~ nor the other. 

\'V'hat happens, of course, is that in order 
to meet on some common ground, the- non
denominational, nameless people who have 
~ome together create something which is so 
impoverished of its Christian value that it 
almost loses its Christian character. The con
stituents who started off with positive be
liefs hiy them aside in order that they may 
not prove offensive to others in the new de
nomination, and eventually the non-denom
inational denomination is composed of the 

left-overs that no one cares anything about 
anyhow. Indeed, the undenominational group 
often becomes the stepping stone over which 
Christians pass right out of the Church and 
out of Christian service. 

Let no one misconstrue our words here to 
suggest that we are opposed to united action 
by the various Christian churches. That is 
a different matter entirely. Christians of all 
churches can and do unite to further some 
specific work, such as the Christian Endeavor 
movement with its wise insistence upon the 
duty of a Christian Endeavorer to put the 
work and worship of his own church first
so in this group-Christians neither forsake 
their own denomination nor create the non
denominational group. 

Specific Loyalties 
Are Essential 

Make no apologies for being a denomina
tionalist. By asserting that you have a name 
you affirm that you have the principles that 
are suggested by that name. To be a staunch 
denominationalist is the evidence that one is 
a strong Christian and holds· beliefs so dearly 
that they are exPressed through the prin
ciples of his denomination. 

Specific loyalties are essential, and never 
more so than today. There are more than 
enough unchurched people running the world 
to disaster without the addition of a sort of 
churchless Christianity, created by the mis
guided zeal of ill-informed Christians. 
Church loyalties are essential. A man cannot 
be loyal to Christ without being loyal to 
Christ's church. Christ and His church are 
one. Moreover, a Christian cannot be true to 
the conception of the church unless he is true 
to the church in its visible and practical or
ganization. How can a Britisher be loyal and 
loving to the Empire unless he is a true and 
devoted citizen of some constituent portion 
of the Empire? Then· no more can a believer 
be faithful to his Lord, except he gives alle
giance to the church where he finds it. 

To· Baptists we say that it is time that all 
Baptists saw through the fallacy and falsity 
of ·undenominationalism. Resist the tempta
tion to climb onto the band wagon of the 
nameless as it rolls by with its blast and 
blare. You may think it is going your way, but 
if you climb aboard you will find that you are 
going its way, and that instead of getting a 
ride where you want to &O, you have been 
taken for a ride. Baptists ought to have more 
sense. 

Speed Your Education- For National Emergency 
By C. E. BRYANT 

In these days of national emergency, young 
people are torn between desires to serve their 
country in a military capacity and to con
tinue their peacetime plans for a college edu
cation. Both are worthy objectives. 

It seems, howewr, that a general rule might 
apply: Until the Government calls a young 
man into actiye military service,- he can best 
serve himself and the nation by pursuing his 
college education. · 

No one debates the point that a college 
education makes for better citizenship in 
peace and war. The Government encourages 
college attendance by granting draft defer
ments and other considerations to the indus
trious student. The educated man nurtures 
democracy in times of peace, and his college 
training is vital to the Government in times 
of war. Officers in the Armed Forces and 

scientists behind the lines are predominantly 
college-trained men. 

Pastors and parents will not err in pointing 
their young people toward immediate enroll
ment in a Christian college. Urge all now in 
college to stick by their books until they are 
called into service. Life in a Christian col
lege will build for these young people a moral 
strength, as well as scientific knowledge, to 
cope with the temptations and opportunities 
facing them in possible later military service. 

Most of our Baptist colleges are adjusting 
their curriculum to be of maximum service 
to both the individual student and the na
tion in these days of emergency. It is incum
bent upon all of us to make every contribu
tion possible in the preservation of the Chris
tian traditions and the freedoms for w.W.v~ 
our nation stands. 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST 

Salvaging Human Souls 
A Devotion by the Editor 

. while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us." 

Does not this bold statement intrigue you? 
As we contemplate the truth of it, as • 
receive the energizing power of it, as we vi 
the glory of it, as we bask in its light an 
experience its warmth, we are enthralled 
into quiet and silent ecstacy. Because we 
see ourselves as the sinners for whom Christ 
died, the lost whom He rescued, the sick 
whom He healed, the dead for whom He 
gave life. 

During World War II we were engaged in 
a nation-wide salvage campaign. It was 
brought to our attention, by the demands of 
war, that the things we were in the habit 
of throwing away had great value: old rub
ber, old iron and steel, old paper. We have 
lived in such a hurry that we have schooled 
ourselves to throw away the old and the 
slightly used and buy the new. 

If God had followed that plan in dealing 
with the human race, He doubtless would 
have found it necessary every few genera
tions to create a new race. Instead, God's 
plan of redemption is a salvage campaign, to 
rescue, save, and restore the bruised, broken, 
and deformed humanity which He first cre
ated. 

For in this people, who are the creatures 
of His hand, are imbedded the gems of im
mortal worth. However much they may be 
defaced, however deep they may be buried 
beneath the wreckage of human failures and 
sins, there is in every human heart the spark 
of eternal fire, the gem of immortal person
ality, and the product of divine workm:t 
ship. God has set out to save the lost. 

Paul says, "We have before proved bot 
Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
sin: As it is written, there is none righteous, 
no, not one." But the "righteousness of God 
is revealed from faith to faith: As it is writ
ten, the just shall live by faith." For "We 
know that whatsoever things the law say
eth, it sayeth to them that are under the 
law: that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may become guilty before God 
- For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God." But "We are justified freely 
by His grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus." And now the Apostle asks, 
"Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By 
what law, of works? No, but by the law of 
faith." 

"But God commendeth His love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us." Romans 5:8. 
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The Cooperative Progmm Divinely Empowered 
. ~,apnless the Cooperative Program is divinely 

. Wpired, divinely empowered, and divinely 
guided it must of necessity fall into the cate
gory of mere human institutions unrelated 
to the Kingdom of God. 

If it is true that the Cooperative Program 
is people committed to the fullilment of the 
com.missions of Christ, it is also true that 
the Cooperative Program is Christ working 
through the people who are committed to the 
fulfilment of His commissions. 

Designed by Jesus 
T,he Cooperative Program is designed, so 

far as human understanding and efforts are 
able to formulate such a design, to exnl;>race 
the whole · work of the Kingdom of our Lord 
in the world to which C~stian people are 
committed in a co-operative endeavor. This 
design is patterned after the lest commission 
of Jesus addressed to His disciples just be
fore His ascension and recorded in Acts 1:8, 
"But ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth." Jesus here 
states the Cooperative Program of His · king
dom wor-k in the world. 

ucJ'""'""" the Cooperative Program as stat
by Jesus includes the Triune God and is 

i=PrlrP.l~P.ntP.d in the world by thE;! Holy Spirit. 
It includes the disciples who are committed 
to the fulfilment of the commission of Jesus. 
And it includes the whole world to whom our 
Christian testimony is addressed. 

Divisions of Territory 
Notice the divisions of territory which Jesus 

himself outlines: "in Jerusalem," where you 
are in your local church and local commu
nity: this embraces the local church program 
for the community in which it is situated; 
"in all J'udea"; this geographical division 
compares to the state, the surrounding terri
tory; "in Samaria"; this includes adjacent 
areas comparable to our Southern Baptist 

Convention territory and ministered to by the 
Southern Baptist. Convention agencies and 
institutions within that area; "and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth"; with which our 
foreign mission work compares. 

Therefore the Cooperative Program out
lined by Jesus begins with the personal testi
mony of the individual Christians in their 
looal communities and reaches out into the 
surrounding territory and to the more remote 
though adjacent areas until it reaches the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

Adequate Power 
For carrying out of this program Jesus 

promised the power of the Holy Spirit. There
fore if the Cooperative Program as designed 
and promoted by Southern Baptists is in any 
real sense identical · with this Cooperative 
Program ~nounced by Jesus, then we .have 
the definite promise of the power of the Holy 
Spirit in carrying out that program. 

We also have the promise from Jesus as 
found in what is known as the Great Com
mission reported by Matthew, "And, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world:" And Paul declares tha.t we are "work
ers together" with Him. Therefore we are in 
a co-operative endeavor in which we are 
working not only with our fellow Christians 
but with our Lord and under the direction of 
and ·empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

Other details of this program are given in 
other commissions of Jesus which include 
teaching, preaching, making disciples, and 
baptizing. Stlll other l;llinistries were taught 
by Jesus both by precept and example, such 
as the benevolent ministries. 

'This conception of our denominational pro
gram which includes both individual and 
corporate testimony and which reaches from 
the local church throughout every denomina
tional organization, institution, and agency 
should enhance our appreciation of this pro
gram and should inspire us with the assur
ance that it is divinely inspired, divinely em
powered, and divinely directed. 

Unharnessed Power 
The power produced by the explosion of a • 

tank of gasoline is vitiated unless it is har
nessed in such manner that it may be con
trolled and directed to useful purposes. U 
the explosion of that tank of gasoline is 
harnessed and controlled in the motor of an 
automobile the power produced is so har
nessed as to operate the automobile. 

We are thinking of those independent and 
movements which are · 

by individuals who work independ
ent of denominational affiliation. 

Undenorninationalisrn 
There has come into existence a type of 

undenominational evangelism with sole em
phasis upon evangelistic meetings which are 
conducted independent of churches, though 

their sponsors want the support and co-opera
tion of church people. Denominational af
filiation is usually disparaged if not openly 
denounced. 

Since denominational ties and loyalties are 
weakened by such revival efforts and since 
those who are led to make a profession of 
faith in Christ are not encouraged to link up 
their lives with churches and denominations, 
the results in the main are vitiated except in 
so far as individual souls are born into the 
kingdom of God. But the point is that if these 

. young Christians won in such revivals do 
not take their places in the churches and 
channel their spiritual energies and. their 
Christian testimo:py through the programs 
of these churches and denominations, ·their 
witness to the Lord is necessarily confined to 
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a · very limited area if not completely lost. 

Denomination Enlarges Our Minist~ 
It seems tragic when a minister of dynamic 

energy and magnetic personality and out
standing ability feels that he must break away 
from his denomination and its channels of 
service in order to expand his ministry and 
provide full opportunities for his abilities, 
and it is doubly tragi<l when he leads a 
church or churches to follow l:1im in his in
dependent movement and so withhold their 
support and co-operation from a well planned 
and comprehensive program of Christian 
service at home and abroad. 

A: preacher may, either in a local church 
as its pastor or as an undenominational evan
gelist, create a great commotion locally and 
win many adherents to himself and his per
sonal program. But the power resulting from 
such a commotion is largely wasted like the 
power resulting from the explosion of a tank 
of gasoline, whereas if that power were chan
neled through the comprehensive denomina
tional program it would be conserved for the 
greatest usefulness in kingdom service. 

Therefore those individuals, ministers, 
evangelists, churches, who may feel that 
strict denomination~l co-operation and loy
alty limit their usefulness and the expression 
of their Christian ministry, ~eed to think 
again, because just the opposite is true. The 
more we put into our denominational pro
gram the more do we expand our own per
sonal ministry and witness. 

God has provided that we work in co-Qpera
tion in the promotion of His cause in the 
world. It is axiomatic that to restrict and 
limit our co-operation we restrict and limit 
our service, but to expand our co-operation 
we automatically expand our ministry and 
our service to our Lord. 

Preventive War? 
According to the Washington Religious 

Review ("Father Edmund A. Walsh, S . J., 
vice president of Georgetown Univer::;ity" ) 
seems to advocate in an article published in 
the Washington Sunday Star on tl!!.e day 
before Christmas 1950, a "preventive war" 
with soviet Russia, ciaiming that such a war 
would be "morally justifiable." 

According to the Washington Religious Re
view the priest advocacy of "preventive war" 
seems to be linked up with the speech of 
Secretary of the Navy Francis Matthews in 
which the Secretary advocated "preventive 
war." 

We quote the following paragraph from 
the Review: 

"The statement by the Jesuit divine also 
makes it evident that Secretary of the NavY 
Francis Matthews, who has been decorated 
by His Holiness and formerly held high office 
in the Knights of Columbus, was not deviating 
too far from a large body of Roman Catholic 
thinking in this country when he advocated 
use of the atomic bomb in a 'preventive' war. 
Father Walsh, apparently, has endorsed the 
idea of a 'preventive' war in his statement, 
although not in explicit terms." 

Is it to be understood that the Catholic 
church originated the idea of a "preventive 
war" with Russia and is becoming bolder in 
promoting the ·idea?, 
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Kingdom Progress 
Calling All Pastors 

A Pastor's Retreat for all Baptist pastors 
and staff members will be held in FirSt 
Church, Little Rock, starting at noon Febru
ary 5 and continuing until noon February 7. 

The principal speakers and their subjects 
are: Dr. K. Owen White, First Church, Little 
Rock, who will bring six messages on Chris
tian Living. Pastor Jesse Boyd, First Church, 
DeWitt, will bring six Bible expositions. Pas
tor Harvey Elledge, Baring Cross Church, 
North Little Rock, will bring two messages on 
the Gospel of Redemption. 

The Pastor's Retreat originated with the 
pastors themselves and is a pastor's project. 
It is not being sponsored by any department 
or agency. The pastors feel a need for with
drawing from their heavy pastoral duties and 
spending a season in prayer and study of 
the Bible. At the retreat no administrative 
matter will be discussed. The entire time shall 
be devoted to study and prayer. Its only pur
pose is for the spiritual edification of the 
pastors, educational directors, and other staff 
members who serve in our Baptist churches. 

Pastor Russell J. Clubb, First Church, West 
Memphis, has been asked to serve as tentative 
chairman of the Program Committee and 
to preside over the first retreat. 

Pastors and other staff wcrkers will be 
provided rooms in the homes of members of 
the Little Rock churches during the retreat. 
All pastors throughout the state are invited 
and urged to attend the Pastor's Retreat. 

Ordination Services 
Orville Haley was recently ordained to the 

full gospel ministry by First Church, Van 
Buren, Dr. T. H. Jordan, pastor. Mr. Haley 
is pastor of the Baptist Church at Hatton. 

The Van Buren Church also ordained as 
deacons Gene Hobbs, C. J. F-ranklin, Euell 
Wofford, Elmer Riddle, Earl Robinson, and 
Zed Gant. 

Hospital Auxiliary 
Elects Officers 

The Woman's Auxiliary to the Arkansas 
Baptist Hospital elected the following officers 
at its December meeting, who will direct the 
work of the Auxiliary during the next year: 

President, Mrs. J. M. Flenniken; first vice
president, Mrs. J. D. Simpson; second vice
president, Mrs. R. B. Cash; third vice-presi
dent, Mrs. W. I. Moody; recording and cor
responding secretary, Mrs. Calvin P. Jones; 
assistant secretary, Mrs. Jane Long; treas
urer, Miss Ursula Herring. 

Ouachita Choir Available 
For Hymn-Sings 

. The state music director takes pleasure in 
announcing that through the generosity of 
Director Fred Becker, the Ouachita Choir 
will be available for a limited number of en
gagements m Association Hymn-sings. First 
come, first served! In addition to furnishing 
the special numbers on the program, which 
always majors on congregational singing, the 
choir under Mr. Becker's direction will give 
a demonstration rehearsal. This has been a 
most interesting feature in the places where 
the choir has already appeared. Association 
music directors are urged to write Mr. Beck
er at Ouachita at once to invite the choir 
for your next scheduled Quarterly Hymn
sing. 

James Stewart of S'cotland 
With First, North Little Rock 

Pastor ·Owen W. Moran, First Church, 
North Little Rock, announces that James A. 
Stewart, founder and general director of the 
European Evangelistic Crusade, will begin a 
series of meetings at the First Church, North 
Little Rock, on Sunday, January 14. There 
will be two services daily, a morning service 
and a 7:30 evening service. 

Mr. Stewart is a native of Scotland and 
began preaching at the age of 14 and was 
known throughout the British Isles as the 
"boy preacher." Mrs. Stewart was the former 
Miss Ruth Mayhan, who went to Hungary as 
a Southern Baptist missionary in 1937. Before 
going to Hungary she worked for two years 
with the Associational W .M.U. of Pulaski 
County. She is a graduate of the W .M.U. 
Training School at Louisville, Kentucky. 

· Time Is Passing 
Important Training Union events will take 

place in Arkansas during the first few 
months in 1951. Arkansas Church Develop
ment Week will be observed January 29-
February 2, with six big central leadership 
schools in six cities of Arkansas. Over 3,000 
people are expected to attend the Training 
Union schools. 

Churches and associations will be having 
their elimination ·tournaments for the Junior 
Memory Drill, Sword ·Drill,. and. Speakers' 
Tournament, during January and February 
or early in March. . . · 

The St.ate Training Union Convention will 
meet with First Baptist Church, El Dorado, 
March 16-17. In connection with the Con
vention the State Sword Drill, Junior Mem
ory Drill, and Young People's Speakers' 
Tournaments will be conducted .. . Over 150 
people will appear on the program, including 
eight workers from the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Dr. John L. Hill and Charles Wellborn. 

Caddo River Association 
· Hymn-Sing 

On December 31, at the Mt. Ida Church, 
the regular quarterly Hymn-sing for Caddo 
River Association was held with Miss Odessa 
Holt in charge. The theme of · the program 
was, "The Morning Light Is Breaking." Ap
propriate scriptures were read to introduce 
the theme. 

The congregation joined in singing many 
fine hymns bearing on the theme, as well 
as some of the Christmas music. The Mt. 
Ida Choir sang · "0, Holy Night," by Adam. 
The benediction was by Pastor W. 0. Miller, 
Glenwood. Mrs. Joe Demby was the piani.~t 
for the . afternoon . . 
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Enters Evangelistic Field 

• 
Earl Herrington 

Pastor Earl Herrington has resigned the 
pastorate of the Central Church, North Lit
tle Rock, and announces that he is entering 
the Independent Evangelistic field. 

Pastor Herrington has been with the Cen
tral Church for three and one-half years. 
During this period the church has been en
gaged in an extensive building program with 
the construction of an education building and 
a pastor's home. All departments of the local 
church program have been expanded. 

Pastor Herrington, in addition to his 
toral experience, has served as state 
ist and missionary and has held 200 revivals 
during his ministry. 

He will move to Forth Worth, Texas on 
February 1. His address will be 3029 Aster 
Street bf that city. Until February he may 
be reached at 1612 Maple, North Little Rock. 

Benton County Association 
Hymn-Sing 

On December 31, the regular Quarterly 
Hymn-sing for Benton County Association 
was held in the church at Gentry. There 
were over 100 people present, representing 
five churches. The first part of the pro
gram was devoted to the singing of Christ
mas carols. S. 0. Reynolds, Rogers, who is 
the assoclational music director, sang "Com
fort Ye" from "The Messiah." The conclud
ing part of the program was devoted to 
hymns on prayer and a season of prayer was 
held during the Sing. 

The next Hymn-sing for this association 
will be held with First Baptist Church, De
catur. 

Reports From "M" Night 

In ·addition to the "M" Night reports pub
lished in the December 21 issue of the 
sas Baptist reports have come from the 
lowing associations: 

Churches Pastors 
1\ssociation Attendance Represented Present 
Carey 88 9 7 
Benton County 518 11 10 

This makes a total of 24 associations re
porting meetings with 5,536 in attendance, 
252 churches represented and 118 pastors 
present . . 



JANUARY 11. 1951 PAGE FIVE 

New Baptist Hour In 1951 
• • • • 

Here are some illustrations from our fan mail showing how the Baptist Hour is being 

A pastor visited an unsaved couple at Baptist Hour time. They listened. At the close 
of the broadcast the pastor pressed the clai1ns of Christ. At the evening service that hus

band and wife united with the church on the pro
fession of their faith in Christ. 

Another pastor held a meeting of his Junior 
department for the Baptist Hour. In response to a 
simple proposition at the close of the broadcast 
thirty-two of them professed faith in Christ. By the 
close of the evening service on the following Sunday 
all of them had united with the church. 

Use the Baptist Hour in YOUR community. Lead 
the lost, the indifferent, and the discouraged to listen. 
Through this vitally spiritual program strengthen 
and lengthen all that your church seeks to achieve 

through Christ and for Christ. 
Start a telephone chain in your church. Lead every one to telephone at least five people 

every week, inviting them to listen. 
Your Baptist Hour is a Southern Baptist program. Through these broadcasts lead your 

people to feel that they are a part of our great Southern Baptist family. 

Increasing Coverage of Baptist Hour 
On January 7 the Baptist Hour returned 

to the air on a limited number of stations. 
This is our guarantee against debt. This 
spiritual ministry is financed by contribu
tions mailed in. As funds are available we 
shall increase the number of stations. So 
the matter of extending the coverage of tha 
Baptist Hour is in the hands of its friends, 

we have confidence that its coverage can 
will be increased month by month. 

that radio offers the quickest, 
the most immediate and least expensive medi
um of preaching the Gospel to the most peo
ple. Every dollar you contribute will carry one 
of Charles Wellborn's messages; together witlf 
the whole program, to more than 500 listen
ers. 

Open Letter from Charles Well born 
Dear Baptist Hour Friends: 

I have never felt a responsibility more deep
·ly than I do now as we aporoach the new 
series of Baptist Hour programs. I know 
that God uses the Baptist Hour in the sal
vation of souls and the consecration of lives. 
I know the opportunities are unlimited. Most 
of all, I know my own inability to do the 
job without the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 
The radio ministry must be "God's half
hour" or it will be wasted effort. 

I am praying that the Lord will bless and 
empower each of us who has a part in the 
Baptist Hour. Will you join us in daily pray
er to that end? 

The Beam is the monthly news Bul
letin of the Radio Commission, carries 
Baptist Hour _programs, and fan mail 
received, helping you to appreciate the 
missionary work of the Baptist Hour. 
To receive it, send coupon below to: 

Hour, Station E., Box 8, At
lanta, Ga. 

I wish to subscribe to The Beam for 
12 months. Enclosed 40 cents. 

Name --------------------------------------

Address 

City State _ _ 

Your Local Station Can Have 
The Baptist Hour 

Because the Baptist Hour will be delivered 
currently by transcription during 1951, these 
spiritual programs will be available without 
cost for broadcast over your local station. In
deed more than a hundred such stations have 
already scheduled the programs for 1951, 
and others are being added to this list con
stantly. 

Since the Baptist Hour is recognized as one 
of the best programs on the air, many sta
tions are scheduling it without cost. In some 
instances the stations make a small charge 
which is taken care of locally. 

Obviously the Radio Commission cannot 
purchase time on the 1200 stations in the 
territory of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
But we are happy to make recordings of the 
programs available without cost for broad
cast over your local station. 

Speaker: Charles Wellborn 

Subject: "The Next Voice You 
Hear'' 

Arkansas Stations: 
KXLR, Little Rock, 12:15 p. m. 
KDRS, Paragould, 1:30 p. m. 
KUOA, Siloam Springs, 4:30 p. m. 

Fan Mail Speaks 
An elderly friend in Texas writes: "Time is 

running out on me, but as dollars grow weak
er they should grow wiser. I will teach mine 
to help the Baptist Hour till it becomes time
less." 

A woman in Missouri writes: "An elderly 
man, 75 years old and almost blind, was led 
to Christ by our pastor just after listening to 
the Baptist Hour." 

A student at the University .of North Caro
lina writes: "Recently I have decided to go 

Charles W ellborn 

Charles Wellborn is the speaker on the 
Baptist Hour. "This Is God's Hour" is the 
theme he has selected for his messages for 
the twelve Sundays of January, February, 
and March. The program will be broadcast 
over more than 150 stations in 20 states, and 
we expect more stations to be added until 
above 200 will be broadcasting the Baptist 
Hour every Sunday. 

Mr. Wellborn is teaching Old and New 
Testament in the Department of Christianity 
at Baylor University, Waco, Texas. The Uni
versity has agreed to give him a leave of 
absence during March, April, May, and June 
for him to give full time to the Baptist Hour 
during that period. He has cancelled all other 
engagements for January and February, and 
will be available for Baptist Hour Rallies, 
for week-end Youth Revivals, and for some 
speaking engagements in Evangelistic Con
ferences. 

Several new features will characterize the 
Baptist Hour beginning with 1951: First, 
with his warm-hearted approach and friend
ly radio personality, Mr. Wellborn will pre
side over the broadcasts, serving as master 
of ceremonies down through his message. 

Second: The Choir will be larger than 
heretofore, with John D. I!offman as direc
tor and Frank Willingham as organist. A 
male quartet will be used in many of the 
programs, and the grand old familiar gospel 
songs will be used as always. 

Third: Last year nearly one half of the 
stations broadcast the programs by trans
cription one week later, but in this new 
series all the stations will broadcast the same 
program on a given date. This will add much 
to the attractiveness of the series. 

S. F. Lowe 

all the way for the Lord. Your messages have 
led me to take this step. God bless you for it." 

A businessman in Virginia writes: "These 
spirit-filled messages were very inspirational 
and contained 'Meat• which Christians need 
during this day wheh world conditions defi
nitely appear to be getting worse. The South
Em Baptist Convention is to be congratulated 
upon its foresight in having messages con
taining such outstanding truths from God's 
Word brought before the public." 
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*** Christian Horizons *** 
By Religious News Sef'f)ice 

East German Pastors 
Ask Anti-Communist Front 

Eleven pastors of Evangelical parishes in 
the Soviet Zone have sent an open letter "to 
the Evangelical Church People in Western 
Germany" urging the creation of a "united 
national defense front against Communism." 

"We don't preach a crusade against Stalin," 
the pastors' declaration said, "but we mU.st 
not commit national suicide." 

It urged West German churchmen "never 
to let us down in our fight against dictator
ship," adding that lack of willingness for 
self-defense in the West only "encourages 
Soviet dictatorship to strengthen its depotism 
and to turn Germany into the theater of its 
next aggression." 

Pointing to concentration camps, atheist 
education of youth and other phases of the 
Communist system in Eastern Germany, the 
letter said that "we Evangelical Christians 
in the Soviet Zone appeal to our brothers in 
faith in Western Germany." 

"Even the strongest objections against re
armament of Western Germany must not 
seduce you to abandon our ' home country to 
the Communist terror without resistance," 
the pastors said. "Even the heaviest com
plaints about injustices and errors which the 
Western Occupation Powers may have com
mitted must not close your eyes to the fact 
that the strength of the West is today our 
best, if not .our only, hope to ward off the 
atheist Soviet imperialism." 

Report Soldiers Responding 
To Religious Program 

Response to the Army's religious program 
by young men who have been called to ser
vice in recent months has been "unusually 
good," the Department of the Army reports 
on the basis of a spot check of installations 
where new recruits are getting their initial 
training. 

Additional chapel services are being sched
u1ed, attendance has increased at spch ser
vices, and interest in chapel activities, such 
as choirs, Sunday Schools, and Bible classes, 
is high, Chaplain Roy H. Parker, Army Chief 
of Chaplains, said. 

Many chaplains who responded to the sur
vey stressed the high moral character of the 
men entering the Army, Chaplain Parker 
said. -

Chaplain Claude R. Ingram, 45th division 
chaplain, Camp Polk, Louisiana, reported: 

"During my twenty years experience I have 
never had church attendance as large or as 
enthusiastic as I find it here." 

Chaplain Leonard A. Ellis, 30th anti-aircraft 
automatic weapons battalion, Camp CUster, 
Michigan, said, "It is estimated that 94 per 
cent of the soldiers attended services regu
larly each Sunday during their stay here." 

4 Out of 5 High School 
Students Church Members 

Four out of five juniors and seniors in 
Indianapolis high schools say they belong 
to churches or synagogues. · 

Dr. Herman L. Shibler, superintendent of 
Indianapolis schools, said that out of 4,192 
pupils who answered a questionnaire pre
pared by his office, 3,343 said they belonged 
to a church or synagogue. 

Baptists Recall Missionary 
For Pro-Communist Letter 

Officials of the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society have recalled Dr. Dryden L. 
Phelps, a missionary in China since 1921, be
cause of a letter published under his name in 
the November issue of the magazine Soviet 
Russia Today. 

In the purported letter Dr. Phelps, who is 
stationed at West China Union University, 
Chengtu, paid high praise to the present 
Chinese Communist regime. He called it "the 
most comprehensive renaissance the human 
spirit has ever experienced," and "the most 
dynamic change in human history." 

An announcement issued by the Society 
said: 

"This letter, if it is from Dr. Phelps, reveals 
that he has taken a position which is not 
in accord with the policies laid down by the 
Board of Managers of the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society governing the atti
tude and work of its missionaries. 

"Accordingly, immediate and unanimous 
action was taken by 'the officers' council, 
asking Dr. and Mrs. Phelps to come home im
mediately for a conference with a board com
mittee." 

Alaska Liquor Advertising 
Hit by Missio~s Council 

Liquor advertising on Alaskan radio sta
tions has been condemned by the Home 
Missions Council of North America, which 
expressed the hope that the stations wou1d 
not renew such contracts. 

A Council resolution said that the Alaska 
Broadcasting CompanY "advertised hard li
quor over seven stations in the larger com
munities of Alaska in September and that a 
five-a-week, fifteen minute sports program 
for twenty-six weeks has been sold" to a 
large liquor corporation. 

"This type of advertising is not in keep
ing with good taste," the Council said, "and 
can only help to demoralize further a people 
who are sadly afflicted by widespread drink
ing." 

Religion in State Universities 
Can religion be taught objectively at state 

colleges and universities? 
Some 40 educators and religious leaders 

who pondered this and other questions at a 
three-day institute at the University of Min
nesota agreed that it can if it involves tlw 
giving of information about religion rather 
than indoctrinating in religious belief. 

A workshop reporting on the question em
phasized the need for a proper understanding 
of the distinction between theology and re
ligion. 

Theology is in the intellectual sphere 
whereas religion is in the moral sphere, it 
was pointed out. 

ReligiE>n technically is a moral virtue be
longing to the virtue of justice and is a vol
untary activity rather than an intellectual 
pursuit, he explained. Consequently, religion 
cannot be taught; it can be cultivated and 
a person can be trained in religion. 

Theology, on the other hand, he said, is an 
intellectual pursuit and is concerned with 
truth and consequently can be taught ob
jectively. 
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A Smile or Two 
The boy's mother found him bawling in 

the basement. 
"Willy, darling, what's the matter?" 
"The hammer fell on Daddy's foot," sobbed 

Wiiiy. 
"Why, honey, that's nothing to cry 
"I didn't cry," whimpered Willy. 

laughed!" 

An officer approached a drunk who was 
trying to get the key into his car door lock. 
"Look here," he said, "you don't mean to tell 
me that you intend to drive that car." 

"Sure," replied the drunk. "Can't you see 
I'm in no condition to walk?" 

A five-year-old boy who witnessed his first 
football game that afternoon was overheard 
praying this prayer that night: 

"God bless ma. 
God bless pa. 
God bless me. 
Rahl Rah! Rah!" 

The instructor was teaching the cute, 
young thing how to drive a car. 

"This," said he, "is the hand brake. You 
put it on quickly in case of an emergency." 

"Oh,, I see," the cute thing explained. "It's 
something like a kimono." 

Farmer Hawkes: "Ephraim, does your mule 
ever kick you?" 

Ephraim: "Well, boss, he ain't nebber 
kibked me, but he kicks quite frequent in de 
place where Ah's jest been." 

"My dear," said the champion 
"when I returned Mr. Storm's mower 
the blade broken he swore at me!" His 
sniffed. 

"We don't want that sort of thing to hap
pen again, dear," she replied. "You'd better 
borrow from the minister next time." 

Librarian: "I trust you found the novel 
interesting?" 
· Reader: "Not very~ut the letter someooe 

left in it sure was a lulu!" 

"Are they very strict at your college?" 
"Strict?" You remember Jonesey? Well, he 

died in class, and they propped him up until 
the lecture ended." 

The diner was a chronic complainant, and 
the waiter was at the end of his rope be· 
cause of her unreasonable demands. "Wh1 
is it," the customer barked, "that I never 
get what I ask for here?" 

"Perhaps, madam," the waiter replied, "lt'l 
because we are too polite." 

"Some people speak from experience. oth
ers, from experience, don't speak. 

"What became of your secretary?" 
"I married her and now she's my 

er." 

A small-town newspaper carrled a 
page of white space, in the center of 
was set in six-point type: "This space 
longs to John Smith, who went fishing 
the copy in his pocket." 

A well-known French professor came 
teach in an American university. When 
plugged in the portable radio he had 
with him, his little girl, Charmaine, 
with amazement. 

"Father," she cried, "listen how 
the radio has learned to speak English." 
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Baptist Board Ordered To Hold Union Election 
By Religious News Service 

The National Labor Relations Board has 
ruled that the Sunday School Board of tlie 
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, 
Tennessee, must hold a union election for its 

and reproduction employees. 
The board split tlhree-to-two in making the 

decision, with Chairman Paul M. Herzog and 
board member James J. Reynolds Jr., assert
ing that the decision overthrows the exemp
tion hitherto accorded religious institutions 
and organizations, and violates the intent 
of Congress. 

Howerer, board members John M. Houston, 
Abe Murdock, and Paul L. Styles, in the ma
jority opinion, said the decision sets no prece
dent, but follows the line of the Christian 
Board of Publications decision in which the 
board accepted jurisdiction of a labor dispute 
in a non-profit religious house. 

The International Printing Pressmen's and 
Assistant's Union_ of North America, A. F. of 
L., is seeking a unit composed of all em
ployees in the reproduction, typographic, 
warehousing, and shipping departments of 
the Baptist board. 

As a result of the decision, an election will 
be held within 30 days under N.L.R.B. aus
pices to determine if the employees want 
union representatives. 

The majority opinion overruled the con
tention of the Baptist body that as a non
profit religious institution it should be exempt 
from the labor relations act. Said the ma
jority: 

"The interstate sale and shipment of the 
Employer's publications is clearly commerce. 

this Board and the Courts have held, it is 
material that the Employer may be a non

profit organization, or that its activities may 
be motivated by considerations other than 
those applicable to enterprises which are, in 
the generally accepted seRse, commercial. 

Chairman Herzog and Board Member Rey
nolds in their dissent accused the majority 
of violating the intent of Coneress by ex
tending coverage of the act to the Baptist 
publishing operations. 

"The Board has held for over a decade that 
non-profit organizations affect interstate 
commerce only with respect to their strictly 
commercial activities," the minority said. 

"We are convinced that, relying upon past 
Board practice, Congress did not intend to 
make activities with so clearly a religious 
purpose as these subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Board. For that reason, we would 
dismiss the petition (of the union)." 

Spokesman Reaffirms 
Baptist Stand 

A spokesman for the Southern Baptist Sun
day School Board in Nashville reaffirmed the 
Board's position that it is a non-profit re
ligious organization and therefore not sub
ject to union organization. 
- Harold E. Ingraham, division head of the 

Board, made this statement -after the Na
tional Labor Relations Board, by a 3- 2. deci
sion, ruled that the Southern Baptist agency 
must hold a union election for its plant em-

"The sunday School Board are not print
ers," Mr. Ingraham said. "They are not a 
commercial organization at all, but a reli
gious non-profit institution, and as such 
should no more be subject to union organiza
tion than a given individual church would 
be." 

He said that the Board is not opposed to 
general collective bargaining but, because 
of its reliiious constitution, should not have 

a union organization among its workers. He 
added that the Board has made "fair and 
liberal provision for all employees." 

Mr. Ingraham indicated that the Sunday 
School Board would not appeal the federal 
agency's decision. 

-..,...-- '0001--
NLRB Directs Board 
To Conduct Election 

By Baptist Press 

An election to determine whether the ship
ping, maintenance and multigraph depart
ments of the Baptist Sunday School Board 
will be unionized will be held in the chapel 
.of the Board, January 8 at 3 p.m. One hun
dred twenty-five employees· are affected. 

The election is being held at the direction 
of the National Labor Relations Board as a 
result of a three to two decision of the NLRB 
that the law did not exempt religious insti
tutions and that the Board was engaged in 
interstate commerce. The minority report 
pointed out that other similar laws did ex
empt religious institutions by name and that 
this was the spirit of the law here. 

The movement to force unions into the 
BSSB was started last July by the Inter
national Printing and Pressmen and Assis
tants Union of North America, an affiliate 
of the A. F. of L. 

Late in the fall the organizers were able 
to obtain enough signatures to bring the 
matter before the NLRB for review. 

The efforts of the union to organize these 
departments of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board has been generally resisted- in Nash
ville on the grounds that neither the NLRB 
or any other governmental agency has the 
constitutional right to direct affairs of a 
religious body. The feeling is that the order 
of the NLRB is a direct act against the 
separation of church and state, traditionallY 
held to by the American people. 

---10001---

35,000 Slaughtered in U. S. 
In Traffic Accidents, 1949 

According to the latest detailed scrutiny 
of reports, traffic fatalities just reported by 
the Pennsylvania Automotive Association, an 
a·verage of only 13 per cent of traffic fatali
ties can be charged to faulty equipment--the 
other 87 per cent is due to the unchecked 
human "element,'' says the American Business 
Men's Research Foundation ·in Chicago, in a 
study of reasons for the upwards of 35,000 
traffic deaths in the United States in 1949 
as reporte_d by the National Safety Council. 
Everything, says the Foundation report, is 
being done to make all the mechanics, auto
motive, and traffic equipment accident proof, 
and, in this laudatory endeavor, the best 
brains of safety groups, civic organizations, 
highway engineers, automotive manufactur
ers are being marshalled and pooled. 

But the facts show that mechanical defects 
represent . altogether scarcely more than 10 
per cent as a cause in the mounting massa
cre record. 

According to the Pennsylvania Association's 
study just made public, "only 4 per cent of 
Pennsylvania Traffic Fatalities were attri
butable to faulty equipment in 1948, compared 
to an average of 13 per cent for that year 
throughout the nation." 

The Pennsylvania record is the fruit of a 
twenty-two year continuous testing and 
checking of automobiles in that state, in 
which the great question which remains, says 
the Foundation, is an aootirate diagnosis o! 
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Binkley Reconsiders 
Declines Wake Forest 

Dr. Olin T. Binkley yesterday turned down 
his appointment as president of the New 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
at Wake Forest. 

In a telegram to Dr. Casper C. Warren of 
Charlotte, chairman of the seminary board 
of trustees, Dr. Binkley said: 

"I have reconsidered and declined the presi
dency of the Southeastern Baptist Seminary. 
Crucial factors in the final decision were a 
lack of physical fitness for the administrative 
task and a clarified conviction that I should 
continue my work as a teacher at Louisville." 

Dr. Binkley, who is a faculty member at 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
at Louisville, Kentucky, accepted the presi
dency December 7. He had been · recom
mended for the post by a Southern Baptist 
Convention Committee. 

Dr. Warren said he had referred Dr. Bink
ley's telegram to the Convention committee, 

Cornett and Cox 
Move to Nashville 

Two Southern Baptist commissions will be 
re-located in Nashville around February first. 

The Historical Society will move -from 
Louisville, Kentucky. Dr. Norn1an W. Co;x: will 
be the executive secretary. He has resigned 
as pastor of the First Baptist Church, Mere
dian, Mississippi, effective February 15. 

The Education Commission will move from 
Waco, Texas. Dr. Orin Cornett will serve as 
executive secretary. Dr. Cornett comes. from 
Shawnee, Oklahoma, where he has been serv
ing as executive vice-president of Oklahoma 
Baptist University. He will move around 
February first. 

-Baptist Press 
---OOOt---

Churches Ask Crime 
Programs Be Moved 

A resolution requesting radio networks to 
move their crin1e and mystery ·stories to 
late evening hours was adopted by tpe Fresnp 
Council of Churches. Council · members 
want the stories scheduled after 8 p. m. to 
prevent children from listeni.;J.g to them, . 

"We recognize_ that the crime and mystery 
stories presented over the radio ·act as a 
definite menace to · the formative thinking 
of youth,'' the resolution said. 

"We also recognize that many people of 
adult years enjoy crime and mystery stories. 
We do not ask that these be taken off tlle 
networks, but moved to an hour when adults 
will listen to them." 

The resolution also asked that early after:. 
. noon hours on Sunday be free . from this 
type of program. 

the human "element" causatively involved 
in the 87 per C€nt of accidents. 

Stripped to its irreducible minimum, at 
least 28.7 per cent of the highway fatalities 
due to the human "element" are known to 
involve liquor, but there are many thousands 
of other cases in which human "element" · is 
involved that are officiallY attributed to other 
causes, but may have indirectly involved the 
use of alcohol; among these are accidents 
attributed to "exceeding speed limits," "im
proper turning," "improper passing," "disre
garding pass signals,'' "on wrong . side of 
road,'' "did not have right of way,'' "follow
ing too closely,'' and "improper parking." 

No one knows how many thousands of 
these cases, in which the human "element" 
is the casual factor, may not have been due 
to judgment slightlY confused or nerves un
steadied by ever so slight consumption o! 
Alcoholic Beveraies. 
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America Starving: Song Proves It 
By DR. DUKE K. McCALL 

The Communist propaganda in China says 
America is starving-therefore you might 
just as well starve in China. 

To prove that there is not enough food the 
Communists play over and over, "If I knew 
you were coming I would have baked a cake/' 
Think what they could have done with "Yes, 
We have No Bananas." 

Propaganda always sounds silly when you 
know the truth. No American can understand 
the accumulated ignorance of people about 
our country. They .r.::~easure us by the condi
tions and standards of their own land. It is 
easy for a Chinese to picture Americans as 
hungry people. Everybody he knows is ·hun
gry. 

Conditions were rotten under the old Na
tionalist government of China. Anyone half 
awake could see that, including some of the 
brilliant foreign policy experts of the United 
States. Conditions are worse under the Com
munists. Apparently only a few businessmen 
and the missionaries had enough wisdom to 
predict that. Every Christian m1sswn in 
China pled with the American government 
not to abandon China to the Communists. 
They were ignored. 

Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Malik said 
to the United Nations Security Council, "We 
all know that missionaries have always been 
a weapon of aggression and that they have 
served to promote the conquests of the rul
ing circles and to enslave peoples who were 
a source of income." 

Rich Become Poor 
Poor Become Poorer 

Now missionaries are being squeezed out 
of China. Every boat from Shanghai brings 
more Christians of all faiths to British held 
Hong Kong. Only sixteen Southern Baptist 
missionaries are left in China. They are risk
ing death to serve on as God has called them. 

The new arrivals all give the same report. 
The rich Chinese have become poor under 
the Communists. The poor have become 
poorer. Only the government officials and 
the multitude of Russian technical advisors 
are well to do. 

What happened to the promised land re
forms? The rich owners have lost the land. 
It belongs to the people now. The poor peo
ple work the farms and pay all the new tax
es and have less left for themselves than in 
the old days. 

The Chinese cook of a missionary family 
saved his money and bought a farm. The 
Communists divided his little farm with 
a few others. The cook applied for his old 
job in the missionary home saying, "I can
not grow enough food for me and my family 
on what is left." 

There would not be a Communist in the 
world except for the fallacy by which democ
racy at its worst is compared with the best 
promise of Communism. · 

In every nation of Asia I have been asked 
about the abuses suffered by Negroes in 
America. Communist propaganda has played 

The Good Life 
For the first time since the American 

revolution, with the exception of the· War 
Between the States, the people of our coun
try are faced with a stark test of faith. The 
conflict with world communism now is not 
to save the world for democracy, but to repel 
an enemy who is determined to destroy in 
our own land the Christian ideal of human 
dignity and individual liberty and the politi
cal system which upholds that ideal. Our 
faith and our strength is this ideal. 

As a nation, we came through World War 
II with little discomfort. Living standards 
have risen to record levels. So has the public 
debt which is exacting its toll in depreciating 
money. However it is evident that devalued 
doilars have not yet cramped our style. Last 
year, according to the Commerce Department, 
u. s. ·citizens spent a staggering $178,832,
ooo,ooo. The fabulous "American way" is well 
illustrated in a current joke which defines a 
pedestrian as a motorist who has found a 
place to pe.rk his car. The list of American 
"haves" could go on indefinitely. Already 
there are 8,000,000 television sets in our 
home&-homes which are equipped with tens 
of millions of deep freezes, refrigerators, elec
tric stoves, ra.d1o8, was)ling machines, ad in
finitum. 

No Time for Confusion 

In retrospect, after nearly two centuries of 
freedom and the boundless progress that only 
freedom could have achieved, it would be a 
wonder if we were not confused when sud
denly confronted ·with the prospeP.t of a fight 
for actual survival. But the tim~ when. we 
can afford confusion has nearly run out. 
These words of Lenin, uttered thirty years 
ago, ring with new significance: "As long as 

capitalism and socialism remain we cannot 
live in peace. In the end, one or the other 
will triumph- a funeral requiem will be sung 
either over the Soviet Republic or over world 
capitalism . . . We have to use any ruse, 
dodges, tricks, cunning, unlawful methods, 
concealment and veiling of the truth." 

This is the ruthless concept, backed by 
vast military force, which is confronting 
America and the world. To meet it we will 
need more than arms and men. We will have 
to lay our sights on primary objectives and 
keep them there. We must forget the adoles
cent notion that material security is an un
qualified "right." The "rights" embodied in 
the American ideal are few and elemental. 
They include equality of opportunity, free
dom of speech and religion, and the protec
tion of private property. They are the tools 
with which the individual may achieve "life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

America and Freedom 
Are Synonyms 

. In a word, it is time we again understood 
what this count~ really stands for. John Dos 
Passos, the distinguished American author, 
has said, "this country was not founded to 
furnish glamorous offices for politicians, or 
to produce goods and services, or handouts 
of easy money. This country was founded 
to make men free." In the wealth of material 
comfort we have enjoyed so long, we have 
tended to forget that great truth. Now we 
must return to the simple fundamental
"This country was founded to make men 
free." 

We face a two-faceted task. We must fight 
with all we have against our enemies out
side. And, while we are undergoing all the 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST 

up newspaper stories of injustices suffered 
by Negroes. Every American, and surely every 
Christian, is ashamed of any form of injus
tice. We admit our democracy is not perfect. 

I can report, however, that the lot of the 
poorest family I know in the United States 
would not be improved by changing places 
with the average Chinese in Communist 
Shanghai. In fact the poor of America 
be counted well off by the standards 
every country in Asia. 

Religious Freedom a Farce 
The Christian churches of China with

stood the Japanese occupation. Now they 
face a severer test. That test is the Commun
ists' version of religious freedom. Here are 
the terms under which the churches will be 
allowed to carry on their work: 

Purge all imperialistic influences. Halt 
support from abroad. Educate followers 
against the evils of imperialism, feudalism, 
bureaucratic capitalism. All religious sects 
must be unified. 

Based on experience in Russia this means 
that a tight religious organization embracing 
all denominations must be created. This will 
make · governmental control easier. The new 
organization will be free to fellow the Com
munist line just like other propaganda agenc
ies. Some pious religious platitudes may be 
sandwiched in with the propaganda. 

The government now controls the Christian 
mission schools, not by law but by mob agi
tation. Chinese church leaders have not been 
imprisoned or ·executed by the government. 
Communist gangs have lynched some who re
fused to become tools for Communist propa
ganda. Government officials smile and say, 
"So sorry.'' 

sacrifices and trials that may involve, w
must keep our people free. One of the great
est dangers is that we may grant so much 
unlimited authority to the government that 
the system of checks and balances which 
stands between us and tyranny will be per
manently destroyed. The problem of eco
nomic controls is a perfect example here. 
They should be imposed only if they are 
clearly necessary to implement the war · ef
fort. Otherwise, we will have control for 
control's sake-which is the essence of dicta
torshiP.. Then our productive capacity will 
be crippled and, far more important, we will 
no longer be a free people- we will have lost 
the battle. 

Must Hold That Line 

We Americans have come to a climactic 
phase in the history of the good life. It is 
our duty to hold together for future genera
tions the framework of freedom which made 
that good life possible. 

-Industrial News Service 

------0~~-----

_A Y/ew 1j.ar; Pra!fBr 
Oh God, forgive my selfishness, 
And take away my sin. 
Create in me a heart that's clean, 
And give me peace within. 
Oh! give me strength and courage, Lord; 
Help me to start anew 
To live my life for Jesus 
Each day, the whole year through. 

BY MRs. J. F. JEssER 
F AYETTEVU.LE, ARKANsAS 
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By ALBERT McC!.Eu.AN, Director of Publications 
Southern Baptist Convention 

This crazy world of ours seems headed 
to its doom. The restless hoards 

Asia, numbering 1,428 million, or nine 
times the population of the United States, 
threaten to wreck Western civilization. These 
hoards remind us of another hoard· that did 
wreck the Hellenic or Greco-Roman civiliza
tion. 

The knock-out blow came in the fifth cen
tury when the proud invincible Roman Em
pire was ground into dust. Hoards of Vandals 
from Northern Europe pushed into the Roman 
provinces to bring miserable and shameful 
death to the 800-year-old empire. 

The Vandals were an earthy nomadic peo
ple who carried their families with them to 
war. They were like great herds of human 
cattle driven by shepherd masters. 

Mysterious Awe.! 
When finally the Vandals swept into Rome 

two things happened: ( 1) They sacked the 
city and took its citizens into slavery. (2) 
They developed a mysterious awe for the 
churches. 

As if by miracle, the churches were pre
served from the torch. Moreover, as if by 
another miracle, the churches were set aside 
as islands of security. Any Roman seeking 
refuge in a church would not be killed or 
taken captive. It was not uncommon to see 
the rough Vandal soldiers leading Romans 
to the churches to keep from taking them in-

• 

slavery. 
Even so, Rome fell, the empire disintegrat• 

ed, and the once ·supreme Hellenic civilization 
vanished. Doom had come. Art and culture 
lay in ruins. By the seventh century the ever 
proud Latin language was heard no more. A 
pall of gloom settled over the earth. 

But through the gloom there shone many 
mountain peaks of glory, two of them quite 
noteworthy. 

Two Peaks of Glory 
One of the peaks: Christianity did not fall 

with the Hellenic civilization. It emerged 
stronger than ever. The age that produced 
the Vandals also produced the greatest re
ligious figure from Paul to John Calvin. He 
was Augustine Hippo, whose system of the
ology, much the same as that of Paul's,. cre
ated the vocabulary that stands at the heart 
of the interpretation of Christianity today. 

Augustine wrote a book called The City 
of God to show the Christians of his day that 
the kingdom of Christ is greater than any 
earthly kingdom. In a fiery sweep of God
inspired rhetoric he made Christians see that 
in losing their property and citizenship they 
had lost nothing. Keeping Christ they had 

With Apologies to Hamlet 
To visit or not to visit; that is the question. 
Wh~ther 'tis nobler in an enlisted Baptist to 

A endure 
~e slump of non-attendance on the part 

of its Sunday School members 
Or to really visit every absentee every week 
And by thus visiting to enlist them? 
To plan, to pray, to go: to ring door bells. 
Aye, there's the system. 
For in that planned visitation will come re

sults manyfold 
When we have visited in His name. 

-Lawson Hatfield 

kept all. He finished The City of God while 
the Vandals were storming the gates of 
Hippo. He met his own martyrdom with the 
same hilarious and extravagant faith he had 
written into his book. 

Another mountain peak of glory that 
shone through the gloom was the astonish
ing preservation and subsequent use of the 
Bible. T.he uneducated Vandals destroyed the 
great libraries. Books were burned or thrown 
to the winds. The old classics vanished. 
Teachers were murdered or enslaved. Human 
knowledge sank to a new low. 

The Vandals had done the most thorough 
job of wholesale destruction of culture in 
human history. They had destrOyed every
thing except the one book more powerful 
than all the others combined. Tenney Frank 
says in his book, History of Rome, "The Bible 
alone remained to carry on the tremendous 
task of re-education." God's book became 
the primer of the Western civilization that 
still stands, the one today that is being 
threatened by the: new Vandals. 

Indestructible Civilization 
These two peaks of glory should assure 

our quaking hearts of one undying truth. 
This is it: God has a civilization of his own. 
It transcends earthly civiliZation. Its capital 
city is the New Jerusalem. Its ruler is the 
King of kings. God's civilization continues 
from generation to generation. It cuts across 
national lines. It strikes down the barriers 
of speech differences. God's civilization will 
rise above and capture whoever presumes to 
capture it. God's civilization can have no 
permanent enemies. God's civilization knows 
only one authority, the authority of love. 
It knows only one power, the power of the 
Gospel. Citizenship in god's kingdom is free 
to all who will accept. It is already paid for 
with a price. And what a price I 

John the Apostle faced doom in his day. 
His wodd was crumbling. He was banished 
to a rocky island to die. He was afraid. When 
terror and trembling seized him and horror 
folded him round, he caught a vision. What 
he wrote about that vision comforted Augus
tine in his day arid it can comfort us in ours. 

John saw One like the Son of Man ... 
long garment ... golden girdle ... hair white 
as snow . . . eyes as a flame of fire . ..feet 
like fine brass ... countenance as the sun ... 

John was stunned. The glory was too much 
for him. He fainted. The Son of Man then 
laid his right hand on John and said to 
him, "Do not be afraid any more. I am the 
First and the Last; yea, the ever-living One. 
I once was dead, but now I live forever and 
ever. I carry the keys of death and the un
derworld." <Rev. 1: 18CBW>. 

THE MAIN MOTIVE OF TITHING 

1. It is to teach men to put God and the 
church first. 

2. It is to teach men to recognize and 
acknowledge God's o.wnership. 

3. It is to teach men that a minimum 
ration of giving is the tenth. 

.4. It is to teach that tithing is an act of 
worship. The main purpose, therefore, is to 
secure, not the Tithe, but the tither; not the 
gift, but the giver; not the money, but the 
man; not the possession, but the possessor. 

-Copied 
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Assumption Dogma 
The world has been amazed at the action 

of Pope Pius in proclaiming as a dogma the 
assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
heaven, at a solemn ceremony in St. Peter's. 
This act of assumption, without the slightest 
Biblical warrant and with no basis in the 
Christian religion, appalls the intelligent 
Christian world. What is this queer doctrine? 
It is that, by the proclamation of the pope 
ex cathedra, Mary's corporeal body is now 
declared to be in heaven and, in that posi
tion, she occupies the post of intercessor be
tween the sinner on earth and the Lord 
Christ in heaven. According to Catholic doc
trine, a dogma is divine truth proposed by 
the church for the belief of the faithful. As 
such, it must be accepted unquestioninglY 
by Catholics as a part of Christian revelation. 
The pope makes the declaration by virtue of 
his supreme apostolic authority. In this he 
has power to define what he considers a doc
trine concerning faith and morals to be ob
served by all members of the church. When 
he speaks ex cathedra as a leader and teach
er of all the faithful, the pope is regarded as 
infallible, according to Catholic dogma pro
claimed in 1870. This declaration of the pope 
raises a theological question which must be 
handled by all Christian believers the world 
around. Is there such a thing as an inter
mediary between the soul of man and our 
Lord Jesus Christ? Where in the Scriptures 
or in Christian revelation and experience has 
there ever been revealed that there is such 
an intermediary? The Scriptures plainly 
teach that there is only "one mediator be
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus." 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is our High Priest. He 
is seated at the right hand of God, there 
ready to make intercession for us (Romans 
8:34). No Christian needs Mary, the mother 
of Jesus. Maryolatry is an invention so for
eign to the Scripture as to make an intelligent 
person wonder why the Roman Catholic 
Church should think of it. 

- The Watchman Examiner 

------~0,~------

Alarming Death Rate 
On Highways 

"Death is taking an increasingly high toll 
of Arkansas citizens, with tentative traffic 
death figures from State Police records at 
the unprecedented total of 52 for November," 
said H. D. Booth, Arkansas Safety Council 
Director. 

He pointed out that this toll exceeds for 
the second month in succession the entire 
toll from the polio epidemic of 1949. "This 
careless and reckless use of the streets and 
highways is letting 'death take the holiday' 
of a lot of people," Booth said, adding that 
from 35 to 40 personal injury accidents may 
be reckoned for each traffic fatality. 

The Council called for increased co-opera
tion on the part of State and local enforce
ment officials in the face of this alarming 
increase. The December record is no better, 
Booth pointed out, as 14 deaths have been 
reported for the first 10 days, with several 
seriously injured-some of whom are not ex
pected to live. 

Citizens are asked to give full co-operation 
in the drive to reduce these killings and to 
make real the slogan, "Don't Let Death Take 
Your Holiday." Farm organization people are 
asked by the Council to caution their .mem
bers about carelessness in the matter of fires, 
a large number of deaths by burning also 
having been reported during November and 
early December. 
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bepttrltnent t( 1/tiJJitltJ 
C. W. CALDWELL, Superintendent 

Large Attendance Expected 
At Evangelistic Conference 

The largest attendance in any 
State Wide Evangelistic Confer
ence is expected in the one to be 
held in the South Side Church, 
January 15-17. Bed and breakfast 
will be provided free in the Bap
tist homes of the city. Hotel and 
tourist court reservations will be 
made on request. Send all requests 
for reservations to the South Side 
Church, Pine Bluff. 

Every church should see that 
its pastor attends this important 
and inspiring meeting. It would 
be well if each church would pay 
the pastor's tra~nsportation to and 
from Pine Bluff. The inspiration 
he will receive will' mean much to 
the church from the standpoint of 
evangelism and soul winning 
efforts. This Conference, however, 
is not for pastors only. Laymen, 
women-, and young people should 
attend. People living within one 
hundred miles of Pine Bluff could 
drive over for at least one session 
if they are unable to attend the 
entire time. Let's make this a real 
mountain top experience spiritual-
ly. -

Pangburn Church 
On a cold Wednesday night, in 

December, the Superintendent of 
Missions had the privilege of being 
a guest of the Pangburn Church 
and Pastor W. B. O'Neal. A splen
did supper was served in the 
Legion- Hut and the evening ser
vice conducted there. 

This good church, under the 
leadership of Pastor O'Neal, is 
considering either building a new 
structure or remodeling their pre
sent building. A fine spirit seems 
to prevail among the membership 
and we know that progress is go
ing to be made under the leader
ship of Pastor O'Neal. 

Tilton Church Is Growing 
Below is a letter from a good 

layman in· the Tilton .Church. This 
letter got immediate response from 
this servant and he visited the 
church for a morning service a few 
weeks ago. He found the people 
happy, although they were having 
to sit on plal'l.ks placed on concrete 
blocks for pews. 'P.ead the letter 
and you will appreciate the pro
gress made. 

"This is a report of the little 
Baptist church at Tilton. As you 
know, we organized a church, with 
eight members, about eighteet:· -
months ago and were forced to 
have services under a tree. You 
gave us $250 which we used to 
help build a humble but good one 

room church with plans for addi
tion. We have the house finished, 
but need seats and other fixtures 
as we have to sit on blocks and 
lumber. We owe less than $100, 
and are striving to get that paid 
as soon as we can. We seldom 
have service without one or more 
additions to the church. The Lord 
is with us and we have just be
gun to grow in membership. 

"We had our regular. appoint~ 
ment and Christmas service to-' 
gether Saturday night, Sunday, 
and Sunday night; visiting us was 
a fine quartet from Southern Bap- . 
tist College. A large crowd of 
friends and Christians were in the 
service. We enjoyed a wonderful 
message and had two conversions. 
We now have a membership of 
thirty-three. ·when we pay all our 
debts we hope to repay your gift 
with interest a n d help some 
other little church to get started. 
·we want you to come by to see 
us again. We need the spiritual 
lift you can give us." Yours in 
Christ, Arthur Harris, church 
clerk. 

Building and Organ 
Dedicated 

Sunday, December 31; was a 
great day in the McCrory church, 
when they dedicated their educa
tion building and their new Ham
mond organ. A former pastor, 
Chester R. Parker, preached at 
the morning service. In the after
noon a splendid program was pre
sented which included the burning 
of the note by the deacons and 
the dedication sermon by the 
Superintendent of the Mission De
partment. 

R. D. Harris is their pastor and 
already has led the church in 
many achievements. 

Griffithville Plans Building 
Pastor Ernest Anderson invited 

the Superintendent of Missions to 
visit in his good church at Grif
fithville. This is another church 
that is planning to build a new 
house of worship. Much of the 
material is already on the ground. 

We had the privilege of being 
with them for a Sunday evening 

·service. Before the service, how
ever, about twelve good laymen 
and their wives, together with the 
pastor and visitor, enjoyed a boun
tiful duck supper in the home of 
Mr. and. Mrs. Pates. We found 
some wonderful people in the Grif
fithville church and rejoice in the 
fine spirit which prevails and their 
enthusiastic plans to build a new 
church buildil:).g. · 

"THE LORD TRIETB 
THE RIGHTEOUS" 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST 

Our Lord, in His infinite wisdom 
and superabundant love, sets so 
high a value upon his people's 
faith that He will not screen 
them from those trials by which 
faith is strengthened. You would 
never have :Possessed the precious 
faith which riow supports you if 
the trial of your faith had not 
been like unto fire. ?au are a tree 
that never would have rooted 5o 
well if the wind had not rooked 
Y0\1 to and fro, and made you take 
firm hold upon the precious 
truths of the covenant of grace. 

sacred courage. The balloon nev
er rises until the cords are cut; 
affliction doth this sharp · service 
for believing souls. While the 
wheat sleeps comfortably in the 
husk it is useless to man; it must 
be threshed out of its resting 
place before its value can be 
known. Thus it is well that J 
hovah trieth the righteousn 
for it causes them to grow ric 
toward God. 

- Charles H. Spurgeon 
--------OO•G--------

My Bible does not contain all 
that is in the Bible you read nor 
all that is in the Bible I read . . . 
My Bible is only so much of the 
Bible as I have myself appropri
ated and put into practical knowl
edge and use and support. 

Worldly ease is a great foe to 
faith; it loosens the joints of holy 
valor, and snaps the sinews of 

I 

11 ~ ftotlf f)nilk- . 
'•~•' WHY HELP PAY FOR 
~•r. THE ACCIDENTS OF 

THOSE WHO DO? 
In congested high speed traffic of today the use of beverage alco

hol is a known hazard. The National Safety Council says that one out 
of every four fatal traffic accidents involves liquor- that means 8,000 
people killed last year- scores of thousands of others injured and mil
lions lost in property damage. All this costs money- money that insur
ance companies have to pay out in claims- money that policyholders 
have to first pay in premiums. 

But here is good news for you: There is at last one insurance com
pany in America that insures total abstainers only. And at last a pre
ferred insurance rate is offered by it for non-drinking drivers. Thousands 

. of policyholders now benefit by this. dependable protection in a regrilar 
legal reserve insurance comP-any. Among them are prominent ministers, 
school teachers, lawyers, doctors, college professors, political leaders 
and business men. 

Are you a safe non-drinking driver? If so we want to extend to you 
an invitation to join with the thousands who now obtain their automo
bile protection from us. We want you to write us today for full details 
about insurance for your car. Full details will come by return mail and 
no salesman will call. Even if your present policy does not expire at this 
time -write us today. Then you11 have all the information when you 
want it. Mail the coupon now. There is no obligation. 

Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance Company 
"America's Only Total Abstainers Automobile Insurance Co." 

Sam Morris, President- 2506 Grand Avenue, Des Moines 12, Iowa 

PREFERRED RISK MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY 
2506 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa: 

) Pfease send me complete 1n!ormat1on about your auto insurance for 
total a.bstal.ll,ers. I understand there 1s no obligation and no salesman 
wUl call on me. · 

I . :::a~--------------~----------------------------· ' . 

I City ____ _ ______ sta_te ________ _ 
Age -------- Occupation __ 

I 
I 

What 1s the age of the youngest driver 1n your household?------
Make of car----------- ------ Year: _____ _ 

Body type ---- ------ MOdel (series)~------

Expiration date of present insurance --------------

I 
I 
I :LArk. Bapt.-151 

--- ----------- _j 
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Mrs. B. W. Nininger 

Church Music 
When the Sunday School Board 

set up a Department of Church 
Music with Dr. B. B. McKinney 
as the Secretary and announced 
that a program for better church 
music would be promoted through 
the Sunday School and Training 
Union Departments of the differ
ent states . of the South, your Re
ligious Education Department in 
Arkansas began immediately to 
co-operate with the Southwide 
Department. 

Mrs. B. W. Nininger, then serv
. ng as the President of the Arkan
~~ Baptist Church Musicians As

sociation, was invited to become 
the State Music Director for Ar
kansas to promote betliar music 
in the churches ln co-operation 
with the Religious Education De
partment and the Sunday School 
Board's Department of Church 
Music. She began her work in 
January of 1942. For about two 
years Mrs. Nininger served with
out salary. Then for about a year 
on partial salary. Then the Music 
work of the department was put 
on a full-time basis and Mrs. 
Nininger received full salary. 
. Several types of services are of

fered and promoted by the State 
Music Director: 

School of Church Music 
This ev-ent should be scheduled 

annually in every church, wheth
er large or small. September has 
been selected as Southwide Church 
Music Emphasis Month. No bet
ter time could be had for pre
senting this subject to the entire 
church membership and provid
ing specialized training for all mu
sic leaders and accompanists. 

Services of the state music di-
rector are available without cost 
or such a school. Entertainment 

(room and meals) is furnished by 
the church served. Many associ
ate workers are also available at 
moderate cost. · 

The school is planned for five 
nights, beginning with a Hymn
sing or Song Sermon on Sunday 
night. Classas in Music Funda
mentals, Hymnology, Accompani
ment, and Directing, occupy .the 

Relifi,uJ (f/uc4ti'" l;:,ep41'ttntlft 
EDGAR WILLIAMSON, DIRECTOR 

212 BAPTIST BUILDING, Lnn.E Rocx 
EDGAR WILLIAMSON RALPa W. DAVIS 

Sunday School Superintendent Training Union Director 
. GEORGE H. HINX . DALE CoWLING 

Associate Sunday School Superintendent Student Union Secretanj 
MRS. R W. NININGEB., Church Mt18ic Director 

Education Department at Work 
That the pastors and the workers in Sunday School, Training 

Union, and Music Organizations in the churches and the mission
aries and leaders in the association may have a better understanding 
of the workers and work of the Religious Education Department, a 
series of informative articles will be offered in this and early issues 
of the ARKANSAS BAPTIST. 

The Religious Education De
.partment, working in close co
operation with the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, offers to the churches 
and associations a well-rounded, 
correlated and co-ordinated pro
gram of Religious Education that 
includes the promotion and use 
of · th-e Sunday School, Training 
Union, Sacred Music, and the 
Baptist Student Union. 

Dr. ·Edgar Willlii.mson serves as 

major portion of each subsequent 
night. Specialized work for Jun
ior, Youth, and Adult Choirs is 
also offered. During the sessions 
of the school, potential music 
leaders are discovered and . given 
individual instruction designed to 
fit . them for better service. Fol
lowing are textbooks used: 

I Music Fundamentals 
1. *Church Music Manual-

Hines ·· Sims · 
2. Practical Music Lessons

Luther A. Harrison and 
B. B. McKinney 

3. Gospel Song and Hymn 
Playing-Blanche Lee Rid
dle 

4. Technique of Conducting 
E. L. Carnett 

5. Vocal Approach - WaiTen 
M. Angell 

II Music Appreciation 
1. Music and the Scritltures 

- I. E. Reynoids 
2. *Practical Hymnology -

B. B. McKinney 
m Music Ministry 

.1 Growing a Musical Church 
- Ruth Nininger 

2. Instrumental Music In the 
Church- W. H~es Sims 

~. Methods and Materials for 
Graded Choirs - Clifford 
A. Holcomb 

IV Integrating Courses 
1. Building a Standard Sun

day School- Arthur Flake 
2. The Baptist Training Un

ion Manuel-J. E. Lamb
din 

3. What Baptists Believe-C. 
s. Wallace 

4. Every Christians Job-C. 
E. Matthews 

• Available soon. 

Director of the Department and 
as State Sunday School Superin
tendent; George H. Hink as As
sociate State Sunday School su
perintendent; Ralph W. Davis as 
State Training Union Director; 
Mrs. B. W. Nintnier as State 
Music Director; and Dale Cowling 
as State Student Union Secre
tary. The offices of the Religious 
Education Department are located 
at 212 Baptist Building, Little 
Rock. 

Awards 
Beginning in January, 1951, a 

new system of awards is to be in
augurated. Upon the completion 
of the Church Manual (available 
soon) a Certificate of Recognition 
will be awarded. The certificate 
will contain spaces for seals on 
each of the remaining books in the 
Church Music Training Course. 
The holder of the certificate will 
contain spaces for seals on each 
of the remaining books in the 
Church Music Training Course. 
The holder of the certificate will 
keep his own record attaching the 
seal in its proper place at the 
completion of the required book. 
When the certificate is entirely 
filled with seals, it may · be re
turned to the Sunday School 
Board for the issuance of .a 
Church Music Diploma. 

Choir Clinic 
Churches with one or more am

bitious choirs may secure the 
services of the State Music Di
rector for a short-term choir 
clinic. This may be held on a 
weekend or scheduled for three 
consecutive nights. It 1s especial
ly valuable preceding some large 
.music service, as for example, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, 
Church or Organ Dedication. 

Summer Music Schools 
Summer Music Schools are 

recommended for their wider 
scope of influence among all age
groups in the church constituency. 
It is a thorough-going program 

~
.. of two weeks duration, with morn

·ing classes for Primaries, Juniors, 
and Intermediates, and evening 
classes for Young People and 
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Services to the Association 
1. Conferences--An occasional 

conference on church music might 
be h-elpful in the regular month
ly workers' conference of the as
sociation. As more and more 
churches become conscious of 
music development, it is possible 
to expand the music education 
program · throughout the entire 
association. 

2. Association music schools
Such schools may b-e held annual
ly with gratifying success. 

3. Quarterly Hymn-sings are 
now conducted in 32 of the 43 
associations. Not only has congre
gational singing been greatly im
proved as a direct result of this 
program but hundreds of fine 
choirs have been developed. 

Youth Activities 
Two major objectives stimulate 

the work of youth music educa
tion- The Youth Choir Festival 
and the Hymn-playing Tourna
ment. Preparation for these two 
music highlights and participa
tion in them can transform the 
attitudes of young people of any 
church which will offer these op
portunities. Full details concern-' 
ing both events are publicized in 
bulletin form and are available in 
the state Church Music office. 

Free Literature 
Numerous pieces of church mus

ic literature are available in th~ 
State Church Music Office for free 
distribution: 

The Church Choir - Organiza
tion - Choristers Pledge 

Recommended Music Education 
Program for the Local Church 

Organizing the Junior Choir
Graded Choir Program 

The Church Music Training 
Course 

Thirteen Song Sermons 
Music for the Church Organist 
1951 Hymn-Playing Tourna-

ment Bulletin 
Youth Choir Festival Bulletin 
Choir Dedication-Organ Dedi

cation - Church Dedication. 
For further information re

garding any of the church music 
services write Mrs •. B. W. Nininger, 
212 Baptist Building, Little Rock, 
Arkansas 

Adults. Eight qualified associate 
music workers serve as leaders of 
Summer Music Schools during 
June, July, and August. They come 
together for an intensive refresh
er course with Mrs. Nininger be
fore going out to conduct the 
Summer Music Schools. They re
ceive no salary from the Religious 
Education Department, h e n c e 
must be taken care of by the 
churches they serve. Traveling ex
penses, entertainment while on 
the field, and a minimum hon
orarium of $35 a week is the usual 
financial arrangement for each 
worker. All such schools are sched
uled through the State Music Di
rector and it is urged that church
es set aside two weeks during one 
of the vacation months and write 
immediately for a worker to be 
assigned them. 
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Shall Protestantism Parallel Catholicism Spirit. And there are differences 
of administrations, but the same 
Lord. And there are diversities of 
operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all." <I Cor. 
12:4-6) Diversity may be essential 
to express the Spirit which men 
cannot monopolize in any organi
zation nor coerce for their 
ends. Southern Baptists 

Southern Baptists are not in the 
National Council of Churches 
whose constituting convention met 
in Cleveland, Ohio, November 28-
December 1. 

We would like for the sake of 
better understanding to set forth 
as we see it why Southern Bap
tists and Tennessee Baptists in 
particular are not joining this 
new corporate agency of 29 com
munions totaling 31 million mem
bers hailed .bY some as the answer 
to Jesus' prayer for oneness. We 
cannot interpret his ·prayer in 
John 17 as fulfilled by any or
ganization. 

There must of necessity be a 
certain amount of organization 
to effect co-operative action for 
Christ's mission. We would in no 
wise disparage the efforts in 
keeping with the genius of the 
gospel to achieve co-operation for 
an effective impact of Christians 
upon the non-Christian society. 

But it is' the temptation of 
Christians to substitute organiza
tion for organism, structure for 

By R. N. OWEN, Editor 
Baptist and Reflector 

life, and to lose sight of ends in 
concern with means. Overempha
sis upon ecclesiastical machinery 
comes perilously near obscuring 
the essential elements which gave 
the first churches their energy 
and endurance. 

Ecclesiastical Dreams 
Insufficient 

The world's redemption is not 
waiting upon further ecclesiasti
cism as the ecumenical propon
ents fondly dream. Salvation is 
nothing so simple as that. Evil is 
not conquered by outward merger 
and expanding organization. The 
way of salvation remains inward 
and spiritual. The vital elements 
in Christianity have to do with 
spiritual life through the personal 
experience in Jesus Christ trans
figuring life. 

One of the reasons for the 
Council as stated by its propon
ents is that through it, "Protest
ant Christians can speak more ef
fectively with a common voice 

A New Membe .. 
ol 

The Nu .. sing Team 
A Satisfying Career of Christian Service 

Awaits You As a 

TECHNICIAN NURSE 

ENROLL NOW- FOR FEBRUARY CLASS 
The Technician Nurse program is dedicated to train

ing young men and women to becoming skilled bedside 
nurses in a special eighteen month course. The Tech
nician Nurse then becomes an important member of the 
Nursing Team and fulfills a great need in the Hospital, 
Clinic, Doctors' office., and the Community. 

For full details of this program fill out the informa
tion requested below and mail it to the Director of 
Nursing. 

I Director of Nursin-;- - - - - -- - - l 
Arkansas Baptist Hospital 
Little Rock, Ark. 

I Please send full details of your Technician Nurse Program. 

I 
L 

NAME 

ADDRESS ---------------
_____ __ _j 

through the press, radio, and oth
er mass media." Now it is evi
dent that political leaders are in
clined to give recognition to or
ganizations in proportion to the 
votes they can control. We have 
to some extent "government by 
pressure groups" whose blocks of 
votes are "voiced" by spokesmen. 
Men in government do not lightly 
ignore these "voices" and bosses. 
We must accept these facts realis
tically. 

But we must also realize the 
grave danger in the desire to as
sume the role of "speaking for" so 
many millions of church members. 
It can lead straight down the 
road to a ~ower-hungry Protest
antism which parallels Roman 
Catholicism in its worldly tech
niques for the control of men, 
body and soul. 

We are opposed to any trend 
toward centralization of authority 
and regimentation of faith. We 
are committed to the principles of 
absolute Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
the final authority of the Bible 
in all matters of faith and prac
tice, the separation of church and 
state, the competency of the in
dividual soul under God, the 
priesthood of the believer, and all 
the subsidiary tenets which issue 
from the first one named above. 

The Proper Basis 
For Unity 

Southern Baptists feel that 
since the Christian religion is per
sonal its difference in expression 
is therefore not wrong so long as 
spiritual unity is adhered to in 
love and loyalty to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He, in the bond of the · 
Spirit, is the reality of unity rath
er than membership in some 
council of churches. 

Diversity does not necessarily 
mean a denial of unity. In fact 
dynamic diversity rather than 
static conformity is in keeping 
with God's plan. "Now there are 
diversities of gifts, ·but the same 

EAST TEXAS BAPTIST 
COLLEGE 

Marshall, Te:ms 
"A Liberal Arts College" 

Accredited - Orthodox - Spiritual 
Business - Teacher Training - Music 
Pre-professional - ~nable Rates 

SPRING SEMESTER 
January 31, 1951 

SUMMER SEMESTER 
June 4, 1951 

FOf' Information and Literature 
Contact: 

H. D. Bruce. Presiden' 

from those who make up the Na
tional Council of Churches on 
many points and - they feel that 
the things for which they stand 
might be obscured, if not forfeit
ed, on joining such a council 
which is but a way station to the 
organic union eventually to be 
reached. 

Southern Baptists will not sac
rifice the truth as God gives them 
to see it for an outward show of 
unity, nor will they deny God's 
Spirit the right to diversity of ex
pression as He may choose. The 
National Council of Churches may 
lead to comity agreements parcel
ling out parishes and areas as the 
exclusive lot of this or that church. 
Such would deny individuals in 
that area freedom of choice in 
church and worship. 

Ecumenicity Cannot Solve 
World Problems 

The problems which confront 
Christians are not solved by step
ping into the ecumenical groups. 
To combine protestant denomina
tions in America into a central 
ecclesiastical setup, and the Prot
estant churches of the world 
a super-church is to toy with 
!>Ubtle temptation to put blind 
faith in ecclesiasticism and in 
mass action to effect spiritual 
ends. It is to mistakenly suppose 
God's kingdom to be coming in 
proportion to the impression we 
make on the world with a "show 
of power." 

Jesus refused the temptation to 
take the world's kingdoms by 
wrong means. Je:;;us' followers 
must also refuse the temptation 
to be duped as to how the world 
can be taken for Jesus. 

---000'----

Prayer that is not mixed with 
trust produces tension. 

Gathright Van and Storage Company 
"Move Right with Gathright'' 

Ninth and Broadway 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Tel: 7131 

Third and Pine Sts. 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Tel: 3252 
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Figures to Inspire 
Sunday, December 31, 1950 

S.S. lr.U. Ad. 
Little Rock, Immanuel 1,047 334 3 

Including Missions 1219 463 
El Dorado, First 711 211 2 

Including Missions 752 252 4 
Little Rock, Second 641 109 3 

First 548 167 2 
First 542 202 20 

l I:llCl~Idillg Missions 801 393 
Southside 540 229 1 

Including Missions 582 281 1 
Crossett, First 537 216 
Pine Bluff, First 518 132 
El Dorado, Second 493 220 3 
ElDorado, Immanuel 465 214 

Including Missions 509 245 
Benton, First 464 93 
Texarkana, B~;ach Street 451 218 
Little Rock, Gaines St. 440 246 9 
Paragould, First 431 181 

Including Missions 616 325 
Fordyce, First 422 172 
Paris, First 379 151 

Including Mission 408 
Springdale, First 373 196 

Including Mission 456 
Stuttgart, First 357 194 

Including Mission 412 226 
Cullendale, First 350 159 
S!loam Springs, First 346 216 6 
Conway, First 336 80 1 
Little Rock, So. mghland 327 120 4 
Smackover, First 313 133 1 
Searcy, First 301 124 
Mena, First 233 100 1 
BPntonvllle, First 236 88 1 
Norphlet, First 290 223 
Monticello, First 271 93 
Pine Bluff, Second 266 108 
Texarkana, Calvary 265 110 · 1 
Fort Smith, Southside 258 90 
Hot Springs, Piney 243 258 6 
St.ar City, First 183 62 2 
Watson, Kelso Baptist 112 80 1 
Strong, First 106 56 
Magnolia, Immanuel 98 67 5 
Monte Ne, First 55 60 

--000-

I go to church ~ecause of the 
leveling power of the church. In 
no other place do the rich and 
poor, the great and small, the old 

e!
nd young meet on a common lev
I with a common hope and join in 

a common humility before the 
same great Father and go away 
comforted by the same message. 

I go to church for spiritual 
growth. I may not always hear a 
great sermon, but if I go in the 
spirit of worship there will be 
something in the songs or prayers 
or Scripture reading that will be 
helpful and strengthen my faith 
and hope in immortality. 

-Mrs. ]. A. Younger 

It is always easier to find fault 
than it is to produce results. 

/Jtf, 
CAFETERIA 

"QUALITY FOOD 

POPULAR PRICES'" 

615 MAIN LITTLE BOCK 

AND REMEMBER 

the electriCity that operates your 

radio and brings you all this entertain

ment costs only a few pennies a month 

. . . a great entertainment bargain! 

PXGE THIRTEEN 

Drop in at your radio store and see the 

tremendous improv~ments in modern 

radios! Whether it's one of the clever 

new clock-radios, a sleek table model or 

a handsome console for your living 

room, nothing can bring more enter

tainment and information for all the 

family than a modern radio. See your 

radio dealer soon. 

~POWER&: LIGHT C(/~ 
HELPING BUILD ARKANSAS 
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ft1,11141f:. /Jtu,di,,ll/'~ 1J,i,, 
Auxiliary to Arkansas Baptist State Convention 

209 Baptist Building, Little Rock 

MRS. F. E. GooDBAR 

President 
Miss NANCY CooPER 

Executive Secretary and Treasurer 

Miss DoRIS DEVAULT 
Young Peoples Secretary 

Day of Prayer For Community Missions 

January 29, 1951 

Suggestions for the observance 
of a day of Prayer for Community 
Missions have been mailed to the 
more than two thousand mission
ary organizations in Arkansas. 
The suggested date is January 29. 
During 1951 the W. M. U. watch
word is "Ye shall be my witness--" 
<Acts 1 :Sb), and during the first 
month of the year emphasis is 
laid upon local communities-
surveying them, planning to meet 
spiritual needs discovered, reach
ing out in a systematic way with 
renewed zeal and compassion for 
the lost. 

No need is greater. No day will 
mean more in developbng accept
able witnesses. No activity will 
give a greater vision of world need 
and missions than personal wit
nessbng. Observe DAY OF PRAY
ER FOR COMMUNITY MIS
SIONS, January 29. 

Point m on WMS Standard 
Of Excellence 

(1) 75 per cent Members Con
tributbng Regularly to Missions 
Through the Cooperative Program 

Plan for Study 
Of Home Missions 

The 1951 Home Mission graded 
series of mission study books is 
devoted to THE URBAN CHURCH 
SERVING ITS COMMUNITY, a 
timely subject. Ample time for 
real study should be in the sched
ule of every missionary organiza
tion. A consecrated, capable teach
er should be chosen for every 
group NOW. Titles of the books 
are as follows: 

0 .Jerusalem! by S. F. Dowis. 
For Aduits. 50c. 

Whisper Out of the Dust by 
Phyllis W. Sapp. For Young Peo
ple and Intermediates . . 50c. 

Extra, City Edition by Mrs. J. 
Perry Carter. For Juniors. 50c. 

Precious in His ~ight by Lucile 
Mann. For Primaries. 5'0c. 

Ohrist for Our Cities by John 
cay~or. Source book for teachers. 
50c. 

ALL BOOKS SHOULD BE 
ORDERED FROM THE BAPTIST 
BOOK STORE, 303 West Capitol, 
Little Rock. 

THOUSAND $1,000 CLUB 

Something New! Very Simple! Greatly Needed! 

One THOUSAND units of $1,000 each will create an endowment fund of ONE MILLION 
DOLLARS. 

ONE MILLION DOLLARS, wisely invested, will earn enough Interest to enable 100 or more 
worthy youths to go to college or professional school, there to prepare for the largest service. 

ONE HUNDRED TRAINED YOUTHS will go Into the upset, distraught world of tomorrow 
and help stay the hand of Satan and the ravages of sin. 

WHO SHOULD .JOIN? 

Everyone who is interested in projecting his or her life beyond the grave should have part 
in tbjs great venture. It is for each to decide how much to Invest in it. 

1. Any individual who will invest $1,000 for the future can become a full member; of 
course he may buy any number of ·units. 

2. Anyone can buy a unit on the "installment plan".,.-that is by paying so much per 
month, quarter or year, untn the full u,nit of $1,000 is. paid in. 

3. Any two may buy a ".Joint Membership"-membership paid for by the two people. 
4. Group Membership •• :one made up of a class, union, Brotherhood. Missionary Society, 

church, association-In fact any kind of group that will raise either In cash or by installments 
the $1,000. 

HOW .JOIN? 

Simply decide to do so! Then write for application blank showing: 
1. How many units you wish to buY. 
2. How you wish to make payment. 
3. To what school you wish the interest to be paid. (H none is designated, the Arkansas 

Baptist Convention will direct the use of the interest earned.) 
Send application with check for the Initial payment. Your ''Memorial Account" will be 

opened in our boOks, the money will be Invested, and the earnings will be .used .each year to 
help some· worthy young person earn some of the expenses needed if education beyond high 
school is to be liad. 

WORTHY WORK? What could be more worthwhile? And it will go on. working for you 
through many years to come. WRITE 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST FOUNDATION 
403 West Capitol Ave. Little Rock, Arkansas 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST 

Gratifying Reports on 
1950 Lottie Moon Offering 

According to reports and re
ceipts on the Lottie Moon Offer
bag for Foreign Missions, Arkan
sas' 1950 goal of $50,000 will be 
generously met. Da,ily remittances 
are being received at the 
WMU Headquarters, and in 
instances the amounts 
those of former years. Dr. Ran
kin's. revealing statement that ad
vane~ in our foreign mission work 
has caught up with us, should 
brbng Southern Baptists to reali
zation of a tremendous, pressing 
responsibility of stewardship of 
possessions. Glean well and remit 
to Miss Nancy Cooper, State WMU 
Treasurer, 209 Baptist Building, 
Little Rock. 

Our gifts are needed. Read 
what two Arkansas missionaries 
say: 

" . . . When we arrived there 
was nothing in the way of Baptist 
work - no p 1 a c e to meet, no 
preacher, and as far as we knew 
no Christians . . . The only thing 
that impelled us to hold on was 
the fact that God led us here and 
the 160,000 plus Chinese here most 
of whom were without Christ ... I 
was told this week that 90 per cent 
of all business in the Philippines 
is in the hands of Chinese. Cer
tainly in Manila it is true. In Chi
nese circles there are many mil
lionaires ... We have to pay our 
Chinese co-workers a higher sal
ary than we get ... 

". • : Letters and telegrams 
·Come from Korea. Ours and 
home of the David Ahns were 
burned; the Baptist church was 
spared. Reverend Mr. Lee, chair
man of the Korean Baptist Con
vention, was martyred . . . We 
were urged to return as soon as 
possible . . . Pray for us as we 
try to know His will in all these 
matters. Also for the work in Ma
nila and in Korea." John A. Aber
nathy, 55 San Juan St., Pasay 

· City (Manila), P. I. 
"The Buddhist temples and 

shrines are tremendously impres
sille, both from the standpoint of 
their elaborate and somewhat 
weird construction and the relig
ious significance of the various de
tails. As we looked at the great 
brass Buddhas and heard the 
priests' explanation of their sup
posed functions, I felt it almost 
unbelievable that people living in 
the twentieth century could be so 
misled as to worship such idols. 
And as I walked down the beauti
ful tree-lined avenue with the 
curiously ominous sound of the 
temple bell dinning in my ears 
I felt like shouting to the crowds 
passing by, 'You are going the 
wrong way! Buddha is false! He 
cannot save!' Yet there are 
here who can teach Christ 
millions who will never hear 
Him unless more who know Him 
come to live among us." Mary 
Limbert, Tokyo, Japan. 

---000'-----

A service needs much more 
than solemnity if it is to be wor
shipful. 



A Day of Activity 
By MRS. HoMER D. MYERS 

This discussion is ba8ed on the 
International Uniform Sunday School 
Lesson Outlines, copyrighted by the 

* emational Council of Religious 
. ucation and used by pennis&ion. 

A brief review of last lesson on 
the preliminaries of Jesus' minis
try would be well. He was mani
fested to Israel: by His baptism 
by John the Baptist; His Father's 
approval upon His ministry was 
manifested at the baptism; after 
His temptation He went forth 
preaching the gospel of the king· 
dom of God, and ~lied forth 
special workers to be with Him. 
He did not remain in Judea but 
soon made His way into Galilee, to 
His home town of Nazareth 
(Luke 4: 16-30). He was driven out 
of Nazareth, so Mark omitted that 
and took up His ministry with 
the entrance into Capernaum, 
where He was successful in reach
ing the people. 

The Master-Teacher 
Having failed in His own home 

town, Jesus went to capernaum. 
When the Sabbath came they all 
went down to the gynagogue for 
services. The one Temple was 
located in Jerusalem, but syna
gogues had been built in every 

A wn where the people met for 
W ligious services especially, and 

perhaps for any other meeting of 
general interest to the public. Here 
they studied the Old Testament 
and the law <Acts 15:21), and 
visitors or dignitaries were always 
invited to speak. Thus Jesus had 
a wonderful opportunity to con
tact the people. 

When Jesus spoke to the peo
ple in Capernaum He caused a 
sensation. They were astonished at 
His doctrine and His authonty; 
they were accustomed to hearing 
the scribes speak, who could only 
quote someone else, but here was 
a man who knew what He was 
talking about, personally. Here was 
One who could teach thPm tbings 
they had never heard before. On 
another occasion the civil authori
ties sent ·'.some deputies out to 
arrest Jesus; they returned, with
out Him of course, awestricken 
and amazed, they said to their 
superiors, "Never man· spake like 
this." Who could arrest a man 
with such powers? Instead they 
were arrested by His great per
sonality. 

What a privilege the disciples 
d to sit under the voice and 
dance of the Great Teacher for 

period of three years while re
ceiving their education for the 
ministry. No wonder Mary was 
satisfied to leave the household 
chores to Sister Martha while she 
sat at the feet of the Master and 
drank in the wonderful words of 
wisdom and knowledge that fen · 
!rom His lips. 

Sunday School Lesson for 

January 14, 1951 
Mark 1:21-45 

The Great Physician 

The people of Capernaum ~re 
astonished early in the service with 
the teaching powers of Jesus, but 
they were "amazed" before the 
service closed. There was a man in 
the service who was possessed with, 
an unclean spirit. In· our every day 
life we would look upon him as in
sane. The evil spirit disturbed the 
morning service. That sort of thing 
was very common in Palestine, 
but Jesus rebuked the evil spirit 
and healed the poor sick man, to 
the complete amazement of the 
people. They really wanted to know 
then what this new doctrbie was; 
and immediately Jesus became 
.ifamous throughout Galilee. 

Jesus not only had power over 
demons and devil He not only 
had power to heal the mind o:r 
the afflicted, but Be was to soon 
manifest His power over the phy
sical body. The worship service 
having ended, He went home with 
Peter and Andrew for lunch. 
Peter's mother-in-law law sick o:r 
a fever. Jesus walked into the 
house, took the woman by the 
hand lifting her up, and im
mediately the fever left her; she 
arose and helped to serve the 
lunch. By evening time the entire 
city had gathered at the door of 
Peter's home, and the Lord heal
ed many who were sick, and cast 
out m:any devils. No doubt He 
labored many hcurs ·after darkness 
.fell over the city. 

A Man of Power 

An<l while others siept, Jesus 
slipped away a great while before 
day the next mo~ to a soli
tary place for prayer. Many ques
tions and suggestions have been 
offered as to the why and where
·fore of the prayer life of our Lord. 
We dQ find that when popularity 
flooded His pathway .He always 
sought the quiet place of prayer; 
when they would have crowned 
Him king on one occasion; He 
slipped away and when discovered 
again, He was alone in prayer. 
When His great heart ached for 
the "sheep without a shepherd" 
He went away to pray. When the 
end came and He was nearing 
Golgotha's brow, we find Him in 
such earnest prayer that He sweat
ed great drops of blood. 

But arrogant and presumptuous 
humanity doesn't have time to 
pray. Christians are too busY to 
pray; when we get into trouble, or 
sorrow comes to our door, we pray 
a little and implore others to pray 
a lot - for us. The Wednesday 

night prayer meeting has . been 
turned into a song and dance af
fair by many city churches, we 
hope no Baptist church is guilty 
of such, but the average prayer 
meeting crowd in Baptist churches 
lis so small it is a disgrace to the 
Name and to the cause of our 
Master. 

And with the world in the con
dition it is, we do not find people 
in droves who are willing to go on 
their knees and pray for peace. 
Whatever happens to this world 
and to our religious liberties Chris
tianity can look God in the face 
and confess that we brought our 
troubles upon ourselves. 

His Real Purpose on Earth 
When the disciples had found 

the Lord in His secret place of 
prayer, they desired Him to return 
to the city for, "All men seek 
thee." And now we reach the high 
point of the lesson: Jesus said, 
"Let us go into the next town-s, 
that I may PREACH there also: 
for THEREFORE came I forth." 

Jesus had a teaching ministry 
which was very important. He had 
a healing ministry which was the 
means to an end - not an end in 
itself. Some emphasize the healing 
He did as though that was His 
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primary p~e on the earth, but 
that is !n<>t so. His power to do 
things that others could not do, 
His healiJ1g power was God's wit
ness, God's confirmation, that 
Jesus was His Son. And that the 
Son was living in the will of God, 
and was doing the work of God. 
He came to . preach the gospel of 
salvation to -lost humanity. He 
came to show men that He was 
the truth, the way, and the i.ife. 
All His good works and humani
tarian deeds would have been of 
no avail unless He taught the peo
ple who He was and why He was 
here. 

And the greatest lesson we can 
get over to people today is the fact 
that salvation is not in good deeds, 
commendable though they are; 
tl:lat salvation is not in following 
the good examples of Jesus, though 
we should strive to "follow in His 
steps." But salvation is in the work 
and person of another: In Him 
who taught with authority, in Him 
who had power over all nature, 
good and evil. He is the One who 
has power over LIFE and death. 
He can give life; He only can 
save from eternal death. 

---OOu----

The Bible does not need de
fense. It needs investigation. 

PJeaeado~ Some Home Mission Needs 

NEW BOOKS 
to read., to study in classes 

llleme: The Urban <llureh Serving Iu Community 

OH, JERUSALEM: Our Cities for Christ 
b:r S. F, Dowis 
'This helpful presentatioa of city churches in their mission 
to new residential centers, unchurched areas, the underprivi
leged, Negoes, Jews, Good Will Centers, and missions in 
institutions, will be enjoyed by men and women alike. 
(22h) 

WHISPER OUT OF DUST 
11:r Ph:rllia Sapp 

Like to tra"Yel? Go on this well 
planned trip cn-er the South with 
other YOUJll people. Visit Memphis, 
New Orleana, Houston. See the 
Good Will Centers and missions 
among nrious nationalities. Meet 
the missionaries. Tlrl.s delightful 
book, with romanre and adventure, 
will be enjoyed by Intermediates and 
Young People. (22h) 

CHRtST FOR OUR CITIES 

EXTRA, CITY EDITION 
by Mrs. J. Perry Carter 
Important News! Here are stories 
for the Junior boys and girls that 
present the needs and opportunities 
of city mission centers. Suggestions 
are offered for helping them to find 
their place in kingdom building in 
the cities. (22h) 

PRECIOUS IN HIS SIGHT 
by Lucille Mann 

b:r John Caylor The members of a Sunbeam Band 
Resource hook of teaching helps for tour their city. They learn that 
use with each book in the Graded "yellow, red, black, and white-all 
Series. (22h) are precious in His sight." (22h) 

Each hook ..••••••. •.... ... Paper, 50 cents 
Order from your 

BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
303-5 West Capitol Little Rock, Ark. 



* - ·STATE CONVENTION * B. L. Bridges, General Secretary, 200 Baptist Building, Little Rock, Ark. 

A Great Year 
We have already stated in previous issues 

that 1950 was being a great year with the 
:.Arkansas Baptists. We have come to the close 

· of '· this year now. The bookkeeper is closing 
our books today. We had hoped that in this 
issue of the paper we could give a complete 
report of our financial operations for the en
tire year. It appears now, however, that it 
will take another day or two to balance the 
books and give an accurate report. We have 
delayed the copy for the paper two days in 
order to give you as early a report as possible. 
We can only give you figures on the under
signed contributions for 1950. The designated 
contributions and the miscellaneous receipts 
will be given next week. 

During 1950 we received $674,155.63. This is 
$122,511.04 less than we needed in order to 
make the ends meet on the 1950 budget, but 
it is $76,119.44 more than we received in 
1949. So, we are making progress on Co
operative Program contributions. We have not 
handled as much money, for all purposes, as 
we did in 1949, because we had no special cam
paign on and designations were far below the 
figures for designations in 1949. 

Because we did not contribute enough in 
1950 to make up the budget the deficit in our 
institutions became greater. They have suffer
ed. The Departments of the Baptist Head
quarters observed diligence and did not create 
any deficit. We had all saved up a little back·
log and did not have to go into the red figures. 
These fund balances have been greatly dimin
ished however, and we could not go through 
another year with as large a deficit as we had 
in 1950. We believe we will not have to do 
that. We believe that the churches will pay 
everY dollar of the budget in 1951. We should 
remember also that the agencies around Bap
tist Headquarters voluntarily took a six per 
cent cut of the needed funds in the 1951 bud
get in order to favor our institutions with 
with more money. We should say in this con
nection also that this cannot be repeated 
without tragic results. 

Let us take this occasion to -thank the 
churches for what they did in 1950, and for 
what they are about to do in 1951. 

A Fine Spirit 
Harold R. Hartley, pastor of Twelve 

Corners Church in Benton County Association 
sent us a nice check for the Orphanage as a 
special offering and among other things said: 

"As you probably know Twelve Corners 
:Church is one of the small rural chUrches 
of Benton County Association. We are 
interested in the work of the whole Bap
tist program . . . Our church is now set
ting aside 10 per cent of our total budget 
to the Cooperative Program. The special 

offerings that are sent . in are in addi
tion to the ameunt already set apart." 

Thank you Pastor Hartley. Such spirit is 
indeed that of co-operative giving and bears 
out our of.t' repeated statement that designat
ed gifts are not Cooperative Program gifts." 

Telling The Story! 
The stozy of world-wide missions through 

the Cooperative Program is one that never 
grows old to us. It is our business! We look 
for evezy opportunity that affords us the 
pleasure of telling this story. We . accept 
evezy invitation we receive to tell it when 
it is at all possible for us to go. 

Our hearts .are thrilled · as we look back 
through history at the beginning of the Co
operative Program in 1925 and see how it has 
grown . as a plan of mission · finance for 
Southern Baptists and Arkansas Baptists in 
particular. · 

Thank God for its emphasis on evangel
ism as its primarY work; then missions
Foreign, Home and State; for its place of 
service in Christian Education, Hospitals, 
Orphanages and Old age assistance to retired 
preachers and their wives. We say again, 
some folks try to find fault with the Coopera
tive Program but never have they offered 
anything to take its place. We think those 
who are thus inclined would change their 
attitude and their minds lf they would learn 
the factS and pray and go to work with us 
through the Coopera,tive Program in the glozy 
of the Lord. 

Some one said recently that, "the Coopera
tive Program is to his church a 'Baptist Fam
ily Budget'-all of us giving through and each 
cause sponsored and loved by Baptists shar
ing in it." We like that statement because the· 
Cooperative Program is in reality a "Baptist 
Family Budget." It. gives evezy Baptist an 
opportunity of supporting evezy part of our 
work-beginning right here at home. 

A Southwide Picture 

Figures recently released by the ·Promotion 
Committee of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion Executive Committee show tnat Southern 
Baptists have 542 churches with annual bud
gets of over $5o,ooo. This is indeed a tribute 
to the successful work many of our pastors 
are doing in stewardship promotion in the 
larger churches, several of which are in Ark..: 
ansas. 

However, in view of other figures released 
by the Committee, we cannot permit ourselves 
to forget that most of our churches are small. 
The figures released say that we have 7,883 
town and city churches in the Southern Bap
tist Convention, 19,402 village and open coun
try churches. In comparison with the 542 
churches with budgets over $50,000 there are 
9,400 with budgets of less than one-thousand 
dollars! 

We have not had time to analyze our 1950 
reports as yet in order to determine our own 
budget set-up over the state, however, we will 
do so. at the earliest opportunity. We are sure 
the findings will be · most interesting. Suffice 
to say that the major task of Southern Bap
tists is to reach the small churches with their 
program of missions and to keep · on present
ing the fundamental . things which make us 
a great Christian power-house for the Lord. 

----0001----

If you don't like the burdens that are 
yours, with whom would you exchange? 

~~ ~ . ~ou 311111 N 
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NOTICE 

· The State Convention authorized the 
Executive Board to set the date for its 
next annual meeting . . This request has 
been complied with and the date is 
November 20-22, 1951. The Convention 
will be held at First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock. 

We Begin a New Year 
The duties of your servants in this office 

are· manifold and as we look out upon our 
fields of responsibilities for the new year of 
1951, we do so, deeply conscious of the help 
and inspiration coming almost daily from our 
co-laborers throughout the state. We are 
grateful for your prayers, your suggestions 
and constructive criticisms in the year just 
closed. We humbly solicit a continuation of 
such interest from all of you. 

We shall be tzying to promote during 1951 
three main things. These are ( 1) the Evezy 
Member Canvass, (2) the Cooperative Pro
gram and (3) Tithing and Tithing Enlist
ment Visitation. Our basic tasks of promotion 
will be to (1) urge our churches to teach 
stewardship, (2) make a budget, (3) inform 
the people and (4) enlist the people. . 

Our Leadership Conference planned from 
Februazy 27 through March 9 will help us 
explore our possibilities in all of these fields. 

. We will make an announcement soon as to 
speak~rs and places of meeting. 

Yes, we begin a New Year. Let us 
to walk together in brotherly love, mutual 
terest in each other, in missions, in , 
and in service. Call on us brethren - the 
"latch string _is always on the outside." 

"By Their Fruits ... '' 

We received a check from First Church, 
Hope, today in the .sum of $420.13 for the 
Cooperative Program! So what? Every month 
during 1950 we received their check for $675. 
But, you see,. this $420.13 was out of the 
church surplus for. l950, and given in spite of 
a church building program which will be cli
maxed JanUary 7, when .the first services will 
be held in their beautiful and new worship 
sanctuary. 

This proves that a church can· give liberal
ly to mission causes while building at home 
and exemplifies the leadership of pastor S. A. 
(Jack) Whitlow which places him high in the 
esteem of the brotherhood over the state 
generally. We think, too, that men like Dr. 
G. E. Cannon, and church treasurer, Henry 
Haynes, and others, are sources of strength 
and inspiration to the pastor through their 
far-sighted vision of world needs and the 
possibilities of their church. We have known 
them both intimately and well for many years 
and we know of no more deeply consecrated 
men than they. 

The e:l{ample of this church is one that 
should be remembered by all of our 
Undoubtedly, they practice what they 
- "It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
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