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NAMED OUACHITA'S DEAN OF STUDENTS
AND DIRECTOR OF RESIDENCE LIFE

f you were to ask students to name a recognizable staff

member, ndds are thar many would say Tim Harrell "00.

Wich 14 years' experience as director of student life, Harrell

is well acquainted with the student body. This year, however,
they will interact with him in a new way as he moves into the roles
nf dean of students and director of residence life.

As the oldest child in his family and the first 1o complete
college, Harrell did nnt have much guidance in his college search
other than knowing he wanted a small, Christian school. He was
introduced to Quachita by his now-cn“e-:lgue Jason Greenwich 97,
who currently serves as director of Ouachita’s Grant Ceoter for
International Education.

“The reason people come to schocl here now is the reason |
came,” Harrell said. "Ir’s intimarte and personal, bur it also feels like
you're becoming part of this very big deal.”

Like many other alums, Harrell found the community to be
one of the best parts of the school. While a student, he served as
editor of the phora lab his junior year. He admits he might not
have beeo the most ralented: it was the organizarional and peaple-
oriented parts of the job that appealed 1o him.

“T laved the dark room. [ found my best communiry there,”
Harrell explained. "It wasn't necessarily anything I did — 1 just had
to put the right people io the right place to create space for good
things to happen.”

The events he captured as a student became what he marketed
later as an admissions counselor: Ouachitas culture. Then in
his role as director of student life he loved helpiog give students
oppertunities to grow and guiding them to de things oo their own.
He wasn't creariog the culcure — he was providing an environment
for the students 1o do so.

*The culture really is the thing that sells Quachita,” Harrell
said. *This little school in a lictle town has this network and culture
of support, Iearning and growing, Thar'’s the thing abour Quachita
that is pretty unique — 1 like che way it’s done here.”

Becoming, dean of students and director of residence life
felt, in Harrell's opinien, like a chance to dn that same work in a
different way, with a new perspecrive and influence. He describes
Quachita as a safe place to ask questions and challenge what you
know about vourself and God.

“] feel like I missed an opportunity by not asking those
questions when [ was that age.” Harrell said. *I need to do whar |
can to make sure every student feels welcome, safe and heard while
they're here.
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“T want every student I cnme in contact with. whether it be
someone who just can't talk to their rmnmmate or is having a crisis,
o feel speciaL“ Harrell said. “Thar work is an important part of
what we do on campus ~ remembering Jesus loves each of them
and created them like him, and we give them the space to be that
person. Hopefully the work we do in trying to navigate whatever is
going on in their lives can be our worship.”

Dr. Rickey Rogers '02, vice president of student development,
previcusly held the role of dean of students. He feels Harrell’s
koowledge of Quachira and his experieoce serving students will
prove useful in his new job.

“I'm excited to see his passion for students cootinue in his new
rele,” Rogers said. "It is already evident that he's making a positive
impact with ideas that will enhance residence life. 1 ruly value Mr.
Harrell’s dedication to Onachita and the students.”

Harrell is chinking proactively about new ways his office can
he]p students. By wa]king with chem rhrough their c|‘|:1||enges,
Harrell hopes to help them find their place in the Ouachita
communiry by beneﬁting from it and con n'ihuting toit.

Harrell knows from experience the long-lasting impact a
Quachita faculty or staff member can have on the life of a student.
When he and his wife, Nancy (Day} "98. lived in lllinois and were
expecring, their first child, Dr. Bill Downs, professor emeritus of
communications at Quachita, called to congratulate him.

“Tgera little IumP in my throat when 1 ralk abouc ic srill,
because it was so sweet,” Harrell said. *He was fantastic like that
He called jusr to catch up for a minute and tell me he was proud‘
and that was a really big deal.”

As Harrell begins a new el‘lapter in his Quachica career, he
reflects on those like Dr. Downs who iovested in him, while
looking forward te deing that same work himself. He feels prepared
for what might come and is excited to work with students while
having a Iarger role in the decisinn-making process.

“There’s a passion in oying 1o get it done and ger ic done
well,” Harrell said. “Like many pe0p|e here, T don't take Iightly the
responsibility given — it’s not just showing up and running a game
nigh[, ir's showing up and |‘|e|ping_ these students grow.”

The Harrells live in Arkadelphia with thetr sons Henry (15),
Peter (13) and Charlie (11). Nancy is administrative assistant to the

vice president for academic affairs, and their family is active in First

Baprist Church, Arkade]phia.









Uachica’s newest graduate program equips students to
become Licensed Professional Counselors with the skill
to trear clients meessinnale and cthica”y in Tesponse
1o the global mental health crisis. The program gets
at the heart of Quachiras missinn to prepare students for lives of
meaningl"ul work.

Sert to launch in Fall 2024*, OQuachita's ]Dw-residcncy Master
of Arts degree program in counseling with a specialization in
clinical mental health counseling trains students in the assessment,
diagnosis and treatment of mental and emetional disorders. Its
designed to earn accreditatinn from the Council for Accrediration
of Counsding and Related Educational Programs, which Fepresents
the gn]d standard for munseling education program qualiry.

And like every one of Quachiras G(]-pl us degree programs,
its grounded in a biblical worldview. Students will be taught from
a Christian understanding of their chosen profession and can
graduare with the wools to offer effecrive, well-informed, faith-
integr:ltt'l:l rhcrapy.

The Master of Arts degree in counseling is housed in the
Sutton School of Social Sciences at Quachita, 1t has been developed
uoder the le:u:lership of Dr. Sandra Gilliland, proﬁ:ssor and
director of the mental health counseling program. Gilliland holds a
bachelor’s degree in psychology from Northern Arizooa University:
she earned master’s degrees in theology and in marriage and family
counseling and a doctorate in psych0|ogy and counscling, all from
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

“Dr. Gilliland is creative and enthusiastic, an cx[mmdina.ry
classcnom iostructor, and she has a heart Dw:rﬂowing with love for
God and his purpose,” said Dr. Kevin C. “Casey” Motl, pruﬁ:ssor
and dean of the Sutton Scheol. “Her expertise and experience will
give our program a steady hand at the wheel as we grow in the years
o come.”

CGilliland is also a licensed marriage & Famil}' therapist and
has maintained an acrive private counseling practice for more
than 13 years.

“] have seen hrsthand the impact counseling can have, first
in my own life aod then in the lives of the brave and remarkable
clients | have had the privilege to work with over the years,"
Gilliland said. “One of the challenges I've seen increase during
the past several years is clients requestng Christian couoselors but
there just are not enough therapists to meet the demand. This is
our chance to help respend rto this critical need.”

For Quachitas undergraduate psych0|ogy majors, the Master
of Arts degree in counseling offers the possibility of 1 seamless
transitioo to pnst-gradua[e sl:ucly. Bur no background io psychn]ogy
is rt'quired for admission to the master’s program, and theres no

By Fz’ﬂtjr (Nall} Lawson 88, communivations ¢ mr:rke:‘ing manager

ceiling on age — which makes it a potential great hit for thnse re-
entering the job market or contemplating a career change.

“SWhen | hrst started seeing clients at the tender age of 22, ir
was pretry hard to convince peop|e I had much wisdom tn offer,”
Gilliland recalled. “Some seasoning with time and life experience
can really help returning students offer excellent perspective and
suppnrt for dlients.”

To earn a master’s in counseling at Quachita, studens must
comp|f:tﬁ 63 credit hours, inc]uding four on-campus intensives and
nine clinical credit hours. Because the |0w-resi|:lency formar offers
online access and scheduling Aexibility, Gilliland said, * We can
equip students from anywhere withoue asking them to leave their
own communities that need help.”

Licensed Professional Counselors can pursue careers in a
variety of setrings, including commuoity mental health centers,
hospita|s, residential treatment facilities, schools, rehabilitation
centers, private counseling agendies, prisons and group homes.

“The last several years have revealed a cleep, durable demand
for mental health services and support, as an individual public
health concern and as a community need,” said Motl. “This is an
ideal time for Quachira to launch a graduate program in clinical
mental health counseling, because the expertise is needed, the job
opportunities for trained and licensed counsclors are and will
remaio abundant, and OQuachita’s Christ-centered iclentiry and
culture will enrich the rigorous training our students will receive by
contextualizing their work within the grace and love of the Lord.”

Gilliland explained the added value of the faith compooent
within Quachita’s exacring counseling coursework.

“Effective counselors deal with issues of significance like
the meaning of life, he:ﬂthy re|ati0nships‘ s:ll"-accepra.ncc, griel"
and loss, trauma and purpose. Many clients want to know chat
their Il*lerapisr holds a similar worldview on these critical issues,”
Gilliland said. *We want to traio our students o be echical and
effective therapists for whoever needs their help and to specialize
in responding to those who are specifically secking faith-based
Christian counseling.”

As a Christ-centered leaming community, *We offer a hope
that does not diminish,” Gilliland added. “This is a2 wonderful
way for our students to Eet out into the feld and have a voice that
points people to lasting solutioos and meaningful change.”

Applications to Quachitas Master of Arts degree program in
counseling open on Jan. 1, 2024, for enroliment in August 2024."

*pending approval from the Higher Learning Conmmission
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