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BELIEVE ON CHRIST AND BE SAVED 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS Dr, W, Q. Vaught, Jr. 
NUMBER 68 Immanuel Baptist Church 
l,CTS 16 :30-33 Little Rock, Arkansas 

ACTS 16 :30-33 "And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house. Ancl they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his 
house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and 
was baptized, he and all his, straightway." 

In our last study we left Paul and Silas in the Philippian jail, But an earthquake 
came and shook the jail and they were suddenly set free. This was a miracle from the 
hand of God. When the Philippian jailer saw that the prison had been opened, he was 
ready to commit suicide. Just as he raised his hand to fall on his sword, Paul shouted 
to him not to harm himself, for they were all there. We pick up the story at this 
point in our study tonight. 

ACTS 16: 30 "And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?'' 
The jailer used the word "Sirs" but it really means "Lords". He was bestowing great 
honor on Paul and Silas and he evidently thought that they were some kind of Gods. 
When the jailer used the word 11 Saved" here it really carried the idea of deliverance. 
In other words he said, "What must I do to be delivered, or what must I do to get out 
of this jam I'm in?" But the word used here also carries with it the idea of salva­
tion, and in the sub-conscious part of this jailers mind there was the idea that he 
had positive volition and he realized that he needed salvation. 

The word "Be saved 11 is in the aorist tense, and refers to the moment of time when he 
would believe. It is in the passive voice and it means that he would receive salva­
tion from some source outside himself, It is the subjunctive mood and this means that 
he realized deliverance was a possiblility, 

ACTS 16 :31 "And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house." Let me remind you that this is not all that was said, but this is 
just a summary. You can 1t take a partial statement like this and form a complete 
doctrine from it. This was an emergency procedure and the tense of this verb shows 
that Paul and Silas spoke simultaneously and they both said the same thing--"Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved 1'. "Believe 11 comes from the Greek 
word "Pistueo 11 and it refers to a system of perception which comes by faith. There 
are two other systems of perception--rationalism and empericism, But both of these 
systems are meritorious systems. But believe is a non-meritorious system, When we 
believe in Christ we receive no credit for believing for all the credit goes to Christ. 
In other words, we can do nothing to be saved for Christ has already done it all for 
us. Paul and Silas were saying to this jailer--"You, jailer, believe (which is non­
meritorious) and God will get all the credit for your salvation". In religion man 
does the work and man gets the credit. Religion is man trying to be saved by man's 
work--like being baptized, or giving money, or serving. But faith in Christ is just 
the opposite--Christ does all the work for our salvation and Christ gets all the credit. 

Please look at the meaning of this verb 11BELIEVE" 

It is in the aorist tense /point of time \ od picks it up)
( when you believe) nd carries itQnto eternity 

This means that when you believe it lasts for eternity. Once you are saved you can 
never be lost. 
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"Believe" is in the active voice and means that you have to believe for yourself, 
No one can do it for you. 
!!Believe" is in the imperative mood and means that you are commanded to believe if 
you expect to be saved. 
11Thou shalt be saved" is a logical future. It means it is logical and that every­
time someone believes he will be saved. 
"Thou shalt be saved" is in the passive voice and this means that you can't save 
yourself but salvation is something that is done for you. 
"Thou shalt be saved" is in the indicative mood and this means the reality of sal­
vation is yours once you believe. 
The phrase "And thy house" is a Greek idiom. It doesn't mean that if you are saved, 
then all in your house are automatically saved. It rather means that what applied 
to the jailer, applied to them. In English we would say it this way-·-"Mr. Jailer, 
you will be saved by believing in Jesus Christ, and if anyone else in your family, 
either wife or children, will believe then they will be saved too". But the Greeks 
had a way of saying this in a much more concise term. 

The true value of faith always lies in its object--and the object is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

JOHN 3:36 "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 11 Faith in Jesus 
Christ is the only way of salvation. Every person who is not mentally unbalanced 
has faith. No one can live without faith• Almost everything we believe has to begin 
with faith. Faith is something by which we live. 

ACTS 16:32-34 "And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were 
in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; 
and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his 
house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house." 
This is the story of the second miracle. 

These verses amplify what had been stated concisely in verse 31. We read here that 
Pc:ul spoke unto him "The word of the Lord". That jailer's house became a sanctuary 
and Paul and Silas preached to the jailer and his family for the rest of the night, 
Now most of us would have stopped with the accomplishment of verse 31, but Paul wanted 
to be sure that the jailer and his wife and family all understood the meaning of 
their new found faith. I wish we all could have been there that night and could have 
heard Paul explain to the jailer and his family the meaning of sin and the way of 
salvation, Paul told them how they were born spiritually dead and how they had be­
come spiritually alive. Paul explained to them how on the cross Christ bore all of 
our sins and all the sins of the whole human race. Paul explained to them how you 
are saved by an act of volition. He possibly explained to them how in the Garden of 
Eden Adam and Eve went away from God when they said, "I will eat of the fruit of the 
tree and I will disobey God". Then he explained to them how Adam and Eve were given 
the plan of salvation and how they came to Christ by saying "I will believe". Paul 
no doubt explained to them that men are not condemned for personal sins but only for 
the sin of unbelief. Paul no doubt told them how you could take all the good deeds 
of all the people in the world and give those good deeds to one man and those billions 
of good deeds could not get even one man into the Kingdom of God. 

In other words, they learned that night that there are not enough good deeds in the 
history of the world to save even one man, You see, all of this was included in the 
talk that night when it says that Paul spoke unto them "The word of the Lord". 
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We need to remember that the gospel is "Good News", that Christ died for our sins. 
Justification does not mean, "Just as if I had never sinned". It means just the 
opposite. It means that even though I have committed countless sins every day of my 
life that the moment I trust Christ, I am justified. 

Let us look for a moment at the content of the "Good News". 
1, The bad news is that I am a sinner. 

Sometimes when we hear a sharp condemnation of sin we say, 11Now that I s what 
I call real preaching". It is not real preaching at all, for telling a man 
of his sins is not good news, but that is bad news. You don't have to tell 
a man about his sins, he already knows how terrible his sins are. 

2. The good news is that we have a Saviour. 
The good news begins with the cross. The good news is this--no matter how 
many sins you have committed, they have already been judged at the cross. 
Now that's good news! In the courtroom of the cross your sins have all been 
judged, paid for, pardoned. That's the good news the world is waiting to 
hear. At the cross God the Father judged those sins. All I have to do is 
believe. Yes, that's right, because Christ did it all and we can do nothing 
in order to get salvation. Jesus paid the account in full and that's the 
good news the world is waiting to hear. Too long the people have been 
deluded at this point. The gospel doesn't mean bad news, but it means good 
news. When you hear a testimony and someone tells you how much they gave up 
in order to be a Christian that isn't a Christian testimony at all, It is 
but a recital of a self-righteous person who doesn't know much about the 
grace of God. What we gave up is inconsequential--what is important is what 
Christ did for us on the cross. What's great is what Jesus Christ did for 
us on the cross, Paul didn't tell the jailer he had to stop being a jailer 
and give up drinl.dng and wild parties, He didn 1t tell him to come join 
the Pauline Traveling Agency for the betterment of the world. We read, "He 
spake unto them the word of the Lord". We must know the gospel in order to 
give the gospel. I expect Paul related to them that night his Damascus Road 
experience and how in a moment of time he was changed from a persecutor to 
a preacher, from a menace to a missionary, from a sinner to a saint, 

So that night Paul gave them the gospel and the Holy Spirit did the work in 
their minds. It must have been an impressive sight as that jailer listened, 
and as his wife listened, and as all the children listened. All of them made 
their decision right there. 

Look now and see how the jailer has become a different person. 

ACTS 16:33 "And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; 
and was baptized, he and all his, straightway," He "washed their blows 11 

, Having 
received Christ the jailer is now a different man, Having received Chris-t his whole 
attitude changed toward Paul and Silas. The words 11Took them 11 comes from 11Para-lambano 
and literally means 11Received them to himself on the basis of himself' 1 

• In other 
words, since the jailer is now a believer he received Paul and Silas as believers. He 
gave them first aid. Evidently Paul and Silas had some deep gashes from the beating 
of the rods. 

Evidently there was an interim here and Paul taught them the significance of baptism. 
Paul never baptized anyone until he explained to them the real meaning of baptism. 
He taught them what salvation was, and how they now had entered into union with Christ. 
He taught them that baptism meant identification, and how they were identified with 
death in the pardon of their sins, and how they were identified with life in the new 
found relationship with God. Paul taught them how they were saved and saved forever. 
Paul taught them the principle of 1 John 1:9. Just be sure of this--Paul gave them a 
clear explanation of the cross and faith and grace. 
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So when all in that jailer's house had a complete gospel br:i.efing, they were baptized. 

"Was baptized" is aorist, passive, indicative, This means that in a point of time 
they received baptism on the reality of their faith, It was a ritual that spoke of 
reality. 

In our. next study we will learn what they had for breakfast, 
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