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Arkansas can be won for Christ, says Tbomas Halsell. 

One Heart's Desire 
by Mark Kelly 
Manalj.!nJ f dllor, Ark:Lo:lu.s BapdJI Ncw•mapl<lne 

Arkansas can be won for Christ. It 's not 
unreali sti c at all , according to Thomas 
Halsell . 

just as the power of the Holy Spirit ex
ploded in the Jives of first-century Chris
ti ans, Arkansas Baptists could be mightily 
used by God to reach their scue for Christ, 
if only they would give themselves whole
heartedly to the task. 

would happen. It would happen in your 
community. It would happen in the 
next �. �~ �o �m�m�u�n�i�t �y�.� It would happen every 
ume 

�H�a�l�~� also noted that j esus did not issue 
his Great Commission to the disciples in 
jerusalem, but in GalUee. The commission 
was given to a people who had been freed 
of the shackles of judaism so they could 
''cross every barrier and preach the gospel 
to all people everywhere," he said. 

" jesus said, 'All power is given unto me 
in hcavc:n and in eanh.' That majestic claim 
includes Arbnsas,' ' Halsell declared. ''And 

A Temmaktng Mini stries Seminar will te 
held at the Mt. Sequoyah Assembly 
Grounds, 150 NW Skyline Drive in Fayet· 
teville on the evening of Thur.;day, March 
31 from 6,00-10,00 pm. 

Tentmiling refers to Christian layper
sons pur,;uing their normal secular c:treers 
over.;eas In order to support themselves in 
mission work on the side. The term comes 
from the apostle Paul , who made tents as 
his occupation In order to Support his mis
sionary journeys as recorded in the book 
of Acts. The importance of such ministries 
becomes quickly app:uc.nt when one con
siders that, by the year 2000, 80 percenl 
of the world's non-Christians will live in 
nations that are politically inaccessibl e to 
�t�r�.�~�d�i�t�i�o�n�a�l� missionaries. 

The seminar will feature, among others, 
Dr. j ames Cecil , the director of Laity 
Abroad, a progr2.m of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Missicn Board. The seminar will 
also include small group sessions dealing 
wi th oppouunities in specific fie lds such 
as agriculture, business, education, 
engineering and the military. A registntion 
fee of S3 will be charged for advance 
�r�e�g�i�s�t�r�.�~ �t�i �o�n �;� S4 at the door. Child care wiU 
be provided for children up to five years 
of age. 

For registration or other information, 
contact Curt is Sergeant at the Baptist Stu· 
dent Union, 944 W. Maple St., Fayetteville; 
phone 521-4370. 

That was the message Halsell , retired ex
ecutive director of the West Virginia Con
vention of Southern Baptists, delivered to 
participants in the Feb. 5 Mission Arka.n
sas Rally at Park Hill Church, North Little 
Rock. 

when jesus told his disciples to make r-------------...., 
disciples, they took him seriously and did 

Halsell , a Little Rock native whose father, 
W.C. Halsell, started 21 churches in the 
state, preached the keynote address during 
the rall y, which was planned to promote 
Church Arkansas, a 12-year plan to start 30 
new churches each year before the year 
2000. 

�~ �L�o�o�k�i�n�g� to the New Testament record of 
the earlv church, Halsell warned the 
assembly' th:It today's congregations must 
not become, like the jewish Temple was, 
' 'prisons of the gospel.' ' The s6le purpoSe 
of the church is to spread good news of 
redemption in Christ jesus, he declared. 

And when the power of God fell on 
th'oM: fttSt " Christians," they began to bold· 

l ly proclaim the gospel, Halsell observed. 
Laymen like �S�t �~ �p�h�e�n� and Philip witnessed 
to salvation in Christ, and when persecu
tion scattered the church, they went 
everywhere preaching the Word. 

" If you and I will do that, people will 
be saved," Halsell asserted. " If we all had 
one heart's desire, if we all had one all 
�e�m�b�r�.�~�c�i�n�g� vision to see Arkansas saved, it 
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it ." 
Arkansas Baptists need to take jesus just 

as seriously and busy themselves with the 
task of starting new churches everywhere, 
he continued. ''Ifwe do what the Lord tells 
us to do, we will preach the gospel. That's 
the heart of the church.''. 

Yet, the commission to make disciples of 
all the nations is not for everybody, Halsell 
cautioned. 
. ' 'The cost of the Great Commission is so 

high, there's no mass appeal," he said to 
the congregation. "The Great Commission 
Is for people like you, who have turned 
aside to be here tonight." And despite the 
fact that every Baptist iit Ark2nsas was not 
in attendance, the persons present
empowered by God's Spirit-were plenty 
to reach the state " over and over again," 
Halsell said. 

"Tho many churches have said, 'We 
don't have enough people.' 'We don't have 
enough time.'' 'We don't have enough 
money.' " Halsell concludC:d. " But God's 
grace is the only resource you need. God's 
grace Is sufficient." 

Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, commit
ted to academic and Christian ex
cellence for 102 years, is seeking 
applications, nominations, and 
recommendations for the position 
of. president, to succeed Daniel A. 
Grant, ·who will retire on August 
31 after more than 18 years of ser
vice. Resumes should be mailed 
to: Mr. W.H. Sutton, Presidential 
Search Committee, 2000 First 
Commercial Building, Little Rock, 
AR 72201. 
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Arkansas All Over 

People 

Dan Caldwell has resigned as pastor of 
Immanuel Church in FaycncviUe following 
more than four years service. He has ac· 
ceptc:d a call to serve as pastor of First 
Church in Vian Okla. 

Mark K. Morris has resigned from the: 
staff of Stungan First Church to serve as 
minister of music at Howard Carlisle 
Church in Panama City, Fla . 

Bob Fielding of Newport is serving as 
bivocational pastor of Alicia Church. He is 
manager of a Newport rcsaurant and a stu 
dent at Southern Baptist College. 

Jeff Knowlton is serving as pastor of 
Cross Roads Church near Blytheville. He 
formerly served as pastor at Blackwater. 

Oscar Coolbaugh is\scrving as full-time 
pastor at Old Union Church, Benton, com
ing there from Dalton , Penn . He has 
pastored churches fo r 29 years in Penn
sylvania, Missouri , and Iowa. 

Robert Parsley will begin serving March 
6 as pasmr of First Church , Dardanelle. He 
and his wife family will move there from 
Prescott, where he Is serving as pasmr of 
First Church. 

Allen and Sherry Thrasher were nam· 
ed by Gov. Bill CIJnmn w represent the 
State of Arkansas Feb. 4 at the 36th annual 
National Pr2yer Breakfast in Washingmn, 
D.C. Thrasher serves as pastor of First 
Church, Booncvute. 

Danny Wilson recently observed his third 
anniversary as minister of youth at 
Blytheville Fir.a Church. 

Larry Thomas iS serving as pastor of 
Kibler Church, V:;m Buren . He received his 
seminary extension diploma through 
Dardanelle·RusscllvUie Association and has 
attended Westark Community College, 
Garland County Community College., and 
Ouachita Baptist University. Thomas has 
pastored churches in Arkansas for 16 years. 
He and his wife, Patricia, have three 
children, )ames, 10; Jeremy, eight ; and 
Rebekah, two. 

Mike Harvison is serving Clarksville Se· 
cond Church as pan-time minister of 
youth, coming there from First Church in 
Kemmerer, Wyo. 
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Irby Bryan has mlgned as pastor of Altus 
First Church. 

Lee Bennett has resigned as . pastor of 
Gr2phic Church , Alma. 

Sam Hargrave is serving as pastor of York 
Town Church, Star City. He formerly 
pastorcd Bay Street Church in Pine Bluff 
and has served as associate paswr of 
Shepherd Hil1 Church , Pine Bluff. He and 
his wife, Pat , have two children. 

Briefly 

Hiwasse First Church in Benton County 
Association will hold its first services Feb. 
21. Workers, finances, and guidance are be
ing pro\'ided for the new congregation b)' 
Bento n\'iiiC First , Cente rton , and Mason 
Valley churches, the sp o nsorin g 
congregat·ions. 

Park Hut Church in Nonh little Rock has 
opened a home on "C" St reet to prO\'ide 
addit ional educational space for single 
adults. The house also will be used as a 
hospitality center d uring major con
ferences and conventions. Youth of the 
church have planned a summer ffi ission 

uip to Edmonton, Canada, where they will 
conduct a Vacation Bible School, backyard 
Bible clubs, a cburchwide youth led revival , 
and sing Christian concens. 

Shepherd Hill Church at Pine Bluff will 
expand its ministry with a weekly 
" Mother's Day Out" program that will be 
launched March 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Manila First Church hosted an evening 
recePtion Jan. 24 , honoring Rev. and Mrs. 
Henry West prior tO his retirement as direc
tor of missions for Mississippi County. West 
prc2ched at the evening wor.;hip service., 
according to Pastor William Piercy. 

Markham Stnet Church in Little Rock 
is obser ving " He:ut-to-Heart" month with 
activities w hich include appreciation d2ys 
honoring Sunday School workers , 
Woman's Missionary Union and Royal Am· 
bassador members, deacons, sanctuary 
ch o ir members and music ministry 
worker.;. Visitation and a men's cake bak· 
ing comest will be: included in the 
observance. 

Gosnell Church will celebrate: the Centen
nial Cclebr2tion of Woman's Missionary 
Union Feb. 20-21 with activities which in
clude a breakfast hosted by PastOr and Mrs. 
William P. Oakley; and recognJtion services 
for Woman's Missionary Union leaders and 
members. Girls in Action, Acteens, and 
Baptist Women members will present a 

Alicia Cburcb recently celebrated its debt-free status wltb a noteburning servia Par
ticipating were {left to rlgbt) Kemme/ Eldridge, a deacotr; Novene Rogers, treasurer: 
Oscar Wbodard, Berlin Taylor; and joe Whaley, deacons,· and Ron Berry, Interim pastor. 
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Sunday evening missions emphasis pro
grun. P:lttye Oo.klcy serves as WMU direc
tor, :md LuAnn Yoast , BW p~ident; Youth 

_leaders an: Usa Bigland and llish }ones, 111:;
te.e.ns ; Brt:nda Davis , Oorcia Lucius. 
Michelle Vaught , Shirley Middleto n , 
Michelle. Little, Brenda Davis, Melissa 
Williams. GA; and Gail Kemper, and Grace 
Haynie. Mission Friends. 

Mount2ln Home First Church began its 
observance of th·c Cemennial Celebration 
of Woman's Missionary Union w hen M:tr· 
joric McCullough , prcsldem of WMU, 
SOuthern Baptist Convention , was speaker 
Feb. 7. 

Beech Street First Church in Texarhna 
w ill host a seminar on "Strt:ss and the 
Christian Woman" Feb. 19·20. Elizabeth 
Baker of Moum Pleasant , Te.~s . will be 
leader. 

Monticello Second Church will observe 
Baptist Men's Day Feb. 28 to launch " Days 
o f Renewal '' that will continue until Easter. 
Carliss Odom o f Little Rock will be speaker. 

Hamburg First Church will honor Rev. 
and Mrs. Klo is Hargis Feb. 28 at the morn· 
ing worship service and wi th a noon lun
cheon . Hargis, who served as Hamburg 
pastor from 1965-73. is now pastor of 
Tillar Church . 

Baring Cross Church in North Little Rock 

men assisted with construction work at the 
Nonh Linle Rock Union Rescue Mission 
Feb. 6 . 

Little Rock Second Church observed its 
104th annlve.rsary Feb. 7 by recognizing its 
Heritage_ Club members, those with a 
membership tenure of 50 years o r more. 
New members receiving certificates were 
E.R. Guthrie, Hilton Pate.. and Madge 
Richardson . Speaking on one o r the 
church·s newest outreach mi l1istries W2S 
D.M. Lewis, who serves as chaplain ror Lit· 
tic Rock Central Fire Station . 

Cabot First Church has planned special 
services Feb. 28·May 22 on " The Sufficien
cy of the Grace of God." Areas of discus· 
sion will deal with overcoming obstacles, 
tOday's youth , f:unily crises, marriage, and 
raising childrt:n . Speakers wi ll include B.J . 
Sams of Little Rock and Larry and Cheryl 
Linam of Pittsburgh , Texas. The final se r· 
vice on racing the future will include a 
special recognition of the high school 
graduating seniors. Del Medlin is pastor. 

South Side Chapel, a mission of Alma 
First ChurcQ. , began se rvices Feb. 7. Tom 
Steward is s~rving as pastor, going there 
from the sponsoring church, where he 
served as minister of youth and activities. 

ABN photo I J. EYMIIn SnMd 

.Arkansas evangelist jack Hazlewood and Little Rock businessman Shelley Gathright 
look over 1250,000 worth of medical equipment and supplies shipped to Korea in 
january for the new Shin Heung Hospital and Retirement Center in Dongbucbon, 
Korea. 1be]ack Hazlewood Evangelistic .Assoclatfon collected the equipment, donated 
by hospitals, doctors, and individuals In Arkansas and Tennessee, for the hospital, 
which was built with fundingfrom the South Korean government. The hospital, scbedul· 
ed to open Feb. 1, is reportedly the first retirementfac~llty in the country, which bas 
a strong tradition of families caring f or their elderly persons. 
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North 'Park Chapel , a mission of Van 
Buren First , w:tS constituted as a chu rch 
Jan . 3. Ordained minisrers and deacons 
from churches in Clear Creek Association 
formed the council. Those o n program 
were Stanley Daniel , pastor or tlle sponsor
ing church; George Domerese, d irector o r 
missions for Clear Creek Association; lewis 
Ballard, Pastor Murl Walke r; Mike Jones, 
music director; and Jimmie Sheffield , 
aSsociate executive directo r o f the Arkan· 
sas Baptist State Convention . 

Crystal Hill Church in Little Rock wUI or
dain Gary Almquist , Terry Bryant, tarry 
Carte r, J .R. Dodson, Jeff Haley, Tommy 
Hammett , Donn ie Ho ldcraft, Jimmy 
Ramsey, James Rogers , and Monroe Smith 
to the deacon ministry Feb. 28. Don Hook, 
a former pastor, will be speaker. 

Gum Springs Church at Siloam Springs 
is sponsOring a Thesday evening extension 
Sunday School class in the Robinson 
Community. 

Searcy First Church recently observed 
the fifth anniversary of Sidney Jackson. 
minister or education and youth , with an 
o ld-fashioned pounding. 

Heber Springs First Church sponsored 
a Christian Awareness and Prevention Con· 
fere.nce Feb. 14. Robert Parker, director of 
the Christian Life Council of the Ark3nsas 
Baptist .srnte Convention, was leader. 

Jobs 
Exchange 

Land surveyor-Property surveys, 
topographic surveys, church surveys, per· 
celation tests for septic systems. More than 
20 years experience. Call James Farris, 
565-2249. 2/" 

NotlcH of employment .aught or avallab,_ will be p<m~ 
lor !hiM eonMCV1fvtl wHka wltiKxlt charv- for membera 
ot AlbnaM a.pd8t ehurchM. Ctll.lrch ltd poe1t1oM will not 
be lnctucMd. Send name, addr.u, t~ number, and 
st.tament"ofquallfteiUona.•~.andtyptofempMJy
rMni.OUght or~ to "Jot. Ex~," .ArtcanNs 
a.ptW ~. P.O. Box 552, unt.Aock, AA72203. 
PI-mota not~ In ln. .Jot. EJ:ch~dounotcon
atltula an~ by the ABH. 

Psychology For Christian Life 

7/_ JOHN EWING HARRIS f . . M.Div .. Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist, Christian 
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