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Football Service
A Winner

DALLAS (BP)—It was Super Bowl Sun-
day at Second Baptist Church in Houston.

Pastor Ed Young knew attendance at the
evening worship service would be down.
He was set for a low turnout. But with just
seconds left on the clock he-decided to hut
the ball to two other team members, ask-
ing them to find a2 way to offset low
attendance.

They took the idea and ran with it.

Associate Pastor Ed Young Jr. and Fami-
ly Li{c Minister Lee Maxey 'decided they

't penalize church bers by ask-

ing them to miss the game or watch it on
taped delay. Instead, they chose to show
the game live on a 20- by 15-foot television
screen and to incorporate their evening
worship service into the halftime break.

““If sports bars can do it, the church
should do it and put the gospel into it,”
said Associate Pastor Young.

He and Maxey converted the church’s
family life center into a football stadium for
the evening, complete with banners, bands,
cheers led by the married-adult minister,
and nachos, peanuts and popcorn peddl-
ed by the associate deacons.

‘“We thought it would be enjoyable to
have a time when families and the church
family could watch the Super Bowl
together, and we wanted to do something
that would attract those people who
wouldn’t come to a traditional worship ser-
vice,” said Associate Pastor Young.

During the halftime worship service, he

ic urging
hstcners to accept the Bible as their
“‘playbook.’”

Although the Sunday evening crowd of
1,200 was less than the usual attendance
of about 3,500, the unusual approach did
prove to be an effective vehicle for
outreach. "It brought in so many pro-
spects,” he said, pointing to more than 200
visitors' cards that were completed. ““We
reached out to a lot of non-Christian folks.”

[ [elelo)n)

NEWS/!

What Makes
A Champion?

When asked, ‘““What makes a cham-
pion?”’ John replied that a champion must
place priority on time, discipline, and
sacrifice. Surely these qualities are essen-
tial in athletics or in life.

A champion knows the value of time.

A winner has the capacity to capture the
opportunity of each successive day. The
biblical message is clear (Ps. 90:12; 1 Co.
7:29; Ep. 5:16; Ec. 3:1-8).

Yime is the most precious thing in the
world. Time cannot be created, borrowed,
or destroyed. However, it can be misused
or wasted. Time is inexorable; that is, it
cannot be stored up or brought back or
hurried up or slowed down. It is now or
never.

Budget your time. If you do not decide
how you are going to utilize your time, so-
meone else will decide it for you. Utilize
the fragments of time that are often wasted.
Remember, you either take time or time
takes you. If you want to be a champion,
you must learn to take time!

b dares to discipline bimself.

Centuries ago when new converts were
received into the church they were given
a Bible and a book on discipline. A disci-
plined person knows where he is going and
is willing to pay the price to get there.

One cither disciplines himself within, or
he will be disciplined from without.

Democracy is based on the premise of in-
ner discipline, while dictatorship is based
on the premise of outer discipline.

Discipline is achieved by concentration.
‘When Gladstone was asked the secret of
his success, he replied in one word: "'Con-
centration.”

You cannot do everything well! If you
want to be a champion, you must deter-
mine priorities, set goals, and give yourself
without reservation to attaining them.

A champion is willing to sacrifice.

Being a winner is costly; it involves
sacrifice. Paul disciplined his body (1 Co.
9:27). He disciplined himself to loneli
(2 Ti. 4:16), to scorn (1 Co. 4:10), to poverty
(see Ph. 4:12), to suffering (2 Co. 4:9), and
finally to death (1 Co. 15:31). This is part
of the secret.

And here is the conclusion of it. *'I press
toward the mark’’ (Ph. 3:14). Paul never
quit. One of the last addresses Winston
Churchill ever gave was to his alma mater.
His entire speech consisted of three words.
He walked to the lectern, grasped each side
of it, lookcd into the face of those students
and said, ‘‘Never, never quit!"

Unprecedented opportunity lies ahead.
You can seize the opportunity. Take time.
Discipline yourself. Be willing to sacrifice.
You can be a champion!

Adapted from “Procialm,” july-On 1980. Copyright
1980 The Sunday School Board of
Conventlon. All

Dept., 127 Niath Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.

Page 2

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



N EDITOR’S PAGER

A Solid Foundation

J. EVERETT SNEED

Editor’s note: This guest editorial was
written by Russell D. Harrington Jr., presi-
dent of Baptist Medical System.

All of us are familiar with the story from
the Gospel of Matthew that tells of two
men who decided to build houses. One
built his house on the sand. When the rains
and winds came, his house could not
withstand the storm, and it collapsed in
ruins. The other man built his house upon
a rock. When the rains and winds came,
his house withstood the storm because it

had been built on a solid foundati

Much like the house referenced in the Bi-
ble, the health care industry is being rock-
ed by the winds of changing times. Bap-
tist Medical System is no exception. All of
us are aware that hospitals are having dif-
ficulties. Many hospitals have been closed,
including some in Arkansas. Federal reim-
bursement programs continue to adverse-
ly impact the financial base of those that
are able to remain operational and new
consumer attitudes are causing our in-
dustry to take a look at how we package,
promote, and deliver our services.

As we at Baptist Medical System have
sought effective responses to these winds
of change, we have had to look no further
than our mission statement and values to
guide our every decision. The fact that our
founders built our system on a solid rock
almost 70 years ago has enabled us to re-
main on the leading edge of health care
delivery in the 1980's.

It was in 1920 that the Arkansas Baptist
State Hospital opened with a philosophy
that the Christian attitude should be join-
ed with science and technology given by
God to mankind, as an instrument of
health and healing. The intention was to
place special emphasis on such values as
service, honesty, respect, stewardship, and
performance.

This same philosophy and values are just
as important today as they were then,
perhaps more so. Times, people, and the
environment may change, but values
should remain constant. Baptist Medical
System was established on the sure foun-
dation of Christian principles. In today's
faut changing high-touch, hlgh -tech health

that d: has
bccn our fortress in the face of change and
will be the catalyst that will allow us to re-
main on the leading edge of the delivery
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of ¢ quality health care.

Three specific areas of vital interest to
Baptist Medical System demand our atten-
tion. They include a changing population,
changing health care trends, and changing
resources.

First, the changing population. It is no
secret that Arkansas is usually near the bot-
tom of the economic ladder, and, in the
past couple of years, our state has ex-
perienced an increase in the number of
those who are medically indigent. The
term ‘‘medically indigent” should be defin-
ed as not only those who are at poverty
level, but also those who might have ade-
quate incomes but have no medical in-
surance coverage. The impact of indi|

| cond to Florida, Arkansas has the highest

percentage of senior adults in the nation.
This places an additional burden on our
hospitals because of Medicare patients. In
recent years, the federal government has
provided us with only negligible increases
for these patients. In fact since 1985,
Medicare reimbursement rates have increas-
ed at a level approximating only one-third
of the actual cost increase. Coupled with
the fact that the average length of stay for
Medicare patients has risen from 8.7 days
to 9.7 days during this same period, it is
understandable that we would be concern-
ed as we watch our contractual writeoffs
increase substantially every year.

We are also facing dramatic changing
trends in health care. Our nation is more
health care conscious and the consumer
more sophisticated than at any time in -
history. Wellness is the new concern. Con-
sumers, and especially women, want to
play a greater role in the management deci-
sions regarding their health care, To meet
this change, we are now emphasizing more
public education.

Last, but definitely not least, we want to
look at changing resources. There is no
doubt that in years to come, we must ex-
pand the capacity of existing capital assets
through careful management of our finan-
cial resources and effective motivation and
training of our human resource—our
employees. At Baptist Medical System, we
are proud of our employees and we value
the contribution they make to our suc-
cessful provision of patient care.

In the midst of these changes, a Chris-
tian foundation is y for Baptist

health has definitely been felt within our
state and within our system in recent years.
It is also a well recognized fact that, se-

Medical System to provide quality health
care today and in the future. We are com-
mitted to this, and we covet your prayers.
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B SPEAK UPERF TR e
Letters to the Editor

DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

God really bless-
ed our Evangelism
Conference. Our
prayers for a fresh
moving of the Spirit
of God upon our
speakers was honor-
ed of the Lord. They
spoke with freedom
and power. They spoke to our needs. Dr.
Gregory and Dr. Sanders from Texas and
L were a t ds 1 to
our hearts. I could not have been more pro-
ud of our Arkansas men from both in and
out of state. They all did a wonderful job
in ministering to us. I am proud of them
as fellow ministers of the gospel and as
native sons of Arkansas Baptists.

Such meetings involve untold months,
even years, of planning and work. Con-
siderable numbers of people are involved.
It couldn't happen without Clarence Shell
and the Evangelism Department. We need
to be careful not to take such occasions and
those making it possible for granted. Our
thanks to these and to the fine pastors and
to the staff at Geyer Springs for helping us
have a wonderful conference.

What determines the blessing we receive
at meetings like these? Many answers could
be given, but the primary answer is to be
found in the attitude we have when we
come and when various ones appear on the
program. It is at the conference as it is in
the local church. When the people come
with hunger and need and look expectant-
ly to hear from God to speak to that need,
it happens. When someone comes doubt-
ful of being blessed, criticizing the music,
analyzing the speaker or message, and not
really certain they have any needs, and if
they do, doubting they can be met while
there—that person is not likely to receive
help from such a conference. That kind of
person quenches the Spirit in the local
church, too.

Well; praise God, our people came in
good numbers and in a good frame of mind
and God blessed. We praise him for it. We
look forward to significant progress in our
churches’ evangelistic efforts because of it.

Pray! More than 230 churches baptized
no one in 1987. Yes, winning the lost must
once again become a priority. Yes, once
again the fire of God's conviction must fall.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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The Great Commission

This is from a prayer partner of the mis-
sion effort through 1989: the Cc
of Ten, the Task Force of 100, and mis-
sionaries at home and abroad. What we
choose to call the Great Commission is a
direct commandment of our Lord Jesus
Christ. It's found in Matthew 28:19-20. It
is understandable that we all can’t go, but
we can have a part, giving to fund those
who can go. We also can pray. Look in Mat-
thew 28:18. When we pray, we are calling
on all the power in heaven and earth to
bless and help them. Anyone who thinks
that there is waste lets them out of giving
and praying, had best check what Jesus says

in Matthew 28:19-20.

Matthew 25:32-46 shows a scene that
everyone should look at. We surely want
to hear him say, “‘Come ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.”
You fed me, you clothed me, you gave me
drink when I was thirsty, you visited me
when I was sick, you came unto me when
1 was in prison. We will say, when did we
do all this to you? Jesus will say inso-
much as you have done it to the least of
these my brethren you have done it unto
me! God grant that everyone that is called
by his name will be found so doing when
Jesus comes.—Vivian M. Stone,
Mayflower

Woman’s Viewpoint

Freedoms

JANE JONES

In my last article I men-
tioned that my husband
and I had traveled outside
the United States this past
summer. I have always
known that I love America
and am most proud of my

entrance and exit was
guarded. Police guarded
each luggage and gasoline
truck that loaded and ser-
viced the planes.

As our plane flew back
over the Pacific, I began to
think of the many
freedoms and everyday
luxuries we have and enjoy

heritage and country. This

here in the United States. A

knowledge is even sweeter
and dearer to me now.
Even though all the peo-
ple we met abroad were
most gracious to us, some
things were made known
to us after we returned to
the United States. The city
of Taipei had been in a
“clean-up and beautifica-
tion” thrust the month
prior to our arrival.
Military police had been
increased and were
everywhere and in great
numbers. As I attempted to
take a snapshot -of one
policeman, he put his hand
in my face indicating *‘no
picture.”” My heart skipped
a beat, and I was sure I
would be on my way to the

local jail in a matter of
minutes.

As one train passed in
front of us, we noticed all
the windows were raised
on the last car and out each
window were mounted
machine guns. We were
told that the government
was fearful the opposing
party'might have an upris-
ing while we were visitors
in their country.

At the Seoul, Korea, air-
port, we were told not to
take any pictures or our
cameras would be con-
fiscated. I shall never forget
that airport scene with
military police stationed
with guns both inside and
outside the terminal. Each

peace came over me as we
landed on U.S. soil.

Do we appreciate all
these freedoms? Do we ap-
preciate safe drinking
water from the faucets? Do
‘we appreciate sanitation in
our city streets? Do we ap-
preciate a clean, bacteria-
free napkin in restaurants?
Do we thank God for our
wonderful America? Do
we thank God for the
freedom of speech and the
freedom of religion?

Yes, yes, and yes!

Jane Jones is an active
member of First Church,
Fayetteville. She is married
and the mother of two
grown sons.
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DANIEL R. GRANT
One Layman’s
Opinion

An Acute
Problem

One of the most
alarming develop-
ments in the 1970s
and 1980s has been

the decline in the competitiveness of

America’s industrial output. Its implica-

tions run far deeper than hurt national

pride. The good things that America stands
for throughout the world are weakened as
our national influence is weakened.

A soon-to-be published book, entitled
Global Competitiveness: Getting the U. S.
Back on Track, reports what some 65
movers and shakers in American business
and related fields believes is important in
getting our nation back on track. I was sur-
prised but pleased to find education at the
top of their list of requisites for reversing
America’s declining competitiveness.

Their summary report states that educa-
tion is the single most critical element in
enhancing the individual’s contribution to
our society's competitiveness. It concludes
that continuously improving education
must become a first priority.

The conference pointed to a particular-
ly acute problem—our failure not only to
produce students who are literate and
mathematically able before leaving school,
but our failure to equip students for an in-
ternationally interdependent world. What
is to be done about this problem? It re-
quires that we do a better job of teaching
math, science, and language—not only our
language, but foreign 1 it requires
that we significantly upgrade teacher train-
ing, find better ways of encouraging
students to become innovative and ex-
perimental, and teach engineering, science,
and technology in such a way that the cam-
pus is effectively linked to the factory floor.

As impressive as it is, the report disap-
pointed me in giving the subject of values
only a token postscript. It rightly points
out that our “‘standard of living"’ and our
“‘standard of values'' are inseparable. Yet

1 looked in vain for even a minority opi-
nion that many of the problems of
American education today are the result of
its steady drift away from its Christian
roots. A cut-flower morality for American
education and American society would be
tragic indeed.

Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita

|
Don’t Turn

March 6-13, 1988

Baptist University.

Support Home
Missions Through The
Annie Armstrong

Easter Offering

A Church for Everyone
Week of Prayer for Home Missions

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
National Goal $37.5 million

////////////////////// Wi,

"our Back
On The Lost Souls In
America
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Missions-Minded Lady

by Irma Duke
SBC Foreign Mission Board

Ruby Coleman was never a missionary.
She never went to college or seminary. But
she’s lived missions as much as any woman
I know.

You see, she has been my missions leader
from as early as I can remember. She led
me through all of Paul’s missionary
journeys, through all the Scripture passages
that had to be learned for Girls’ Auxiliary
steps. Over and over again, she rehearsed
with me the names of the 54 countries
where foreign missionaries served at the
time (now more than 110). She helped me
as we organized a Baptist Young Woman's
organization.

She has been a Woman's Missionary
Union leader in almost every church of
which she's been a part; in many cases,
she's taken groups that were all but dead
and revived them. In Broadus Memorial
Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., she's in her
fourth term as WMU director and is cur-
rently also centennial chairman. Only four
women were present at the first WMU

ing she ded at dus; interest
and attendance was at an all time low.
Under her leadership, Acteens and Baptist
Young Women have been reorganized and
two new GA and two new Mission Friends
groups have been organized.

But even more than this—she's shown
me her love for missions through her life.
I've seen her go without pepper on her
table because it was too expensive but then

give to the Cooperative Program so that
missionaries could have pepper. In her
retiring years, I've seen her take birthday
and Christmas monetary gifts and give
them to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering.

When our church-sponsored Vietnamese
family was awaiting a permanent home, she
took them into her two-bedroom apart-
ment. She not only shared her home with
the non-English speaking family of five, in-
cluding a month-old infant, but also show-
ed the mother how to grocery shop, wash
clothes, and begin to use English.

I saw her walk 2 10-mile hunger walk
with the youth of our church to raise
money for the starving people in our
homeland and overseas. In the group of 25
or so, she was the only senior citizen on
that blustery day.

I've see her get up from her sick bed to
prepare meals for others who were sick or

who had lost loved ones. On hot
days she's ridden her three-wheel bicycle
dozens of times the three-mile roundtrip
to the grocery store. Many times, she's
cooked far beyond what she's needed and
made TV dinners” for shut-ins around
her.

She's spent hours on posters and
audiovisuals for foreign mission studies
and for WMU leadership conferences.

I've seen her study diligently for her Sun-
day School class. Then on Monday, begin
preparation for the Bible study she started
among her neighbors in the retirement

Chester Swor
Jackson, Tenn.

Are you a world changer?

State Youth Convention
Friday, April 1, 1988

Statehouse Convention Center, Little Rock
Sessions: 10 a.m., 2 p.m., 6 p.m.

James Woodward
Shawnee, Okla.

Jerl Graham
Shawnee, Okla.

For Junior and Senior High Youth
Sponsored by the ABSC Church Training Dept.

Ruby Col

belps a neighb

complex where she lives. Several people
from her neighborhood have become a
part of our church, primarily because of
her excitement about her faith.

She’s gone to the hospital with persons
going to the emergency room who had no
one else to hold their hands. She's made
phone calls and written letters for others
who couldn't do it for themselves. She's
organized all kinds of activities for her
senior citizens' neighbors to get to know
each other and get beyond the loneliness
of their apartments. N

Recently, I heard her introduced as one
of the WMU ladies and I thought to myself,
that was probably one of the highest com-
pliments a person could pay her.

No, Ruby Coleman will never be listed
on the missionary prayer calendar but she’s
my mother and one of the most missions-
minded persons I know.

Staff Needed

Urgent need for Camden Receiving
Home. Seeking resident manager
and relief houseparent. Prefer mature
Christian couple with no children liv-
ing at home. Husbands can work out-
side the home. Address questions
and interest to:

Earlene Clearman
Arkansas Baptist Family and
Child Care Services
P.O. Box 912
Hope, AR 71801
phone 501-777-1896.
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Arkansas can be won for Christ, says Thomas Halsell.

One Heart’s Desire

by Mark Kelly

Managing Editor, Arkansas Baptist )

would happen. It would happen in your

Arkansas can be won for Christ. It's not
unrealistic at all, according to Thomas
Halsell.

Just as the power of the Holy Spirit ex-
ploded in the lives of first-century Chris-
tians, Arkansas Baptists could be mightily
used by God to reach their state for Christ,
if only they would give themselves whole-
heartedly to the task.

That was the message Halsell, retired ex-
ecutive director of the West Virginia Con-
vention of Southern Baptists, delivered to
participants in the Feb. 5 Mission Arkan-
sas Rally at Park Hill Church, North Little
Rock.

Halsell, a Little Rock native whose father,
W.C. Halsell, started 21 churches in the
state, preached the keynote address during
the rally, which was planned to promote
Church Arkansas, a 12-year plan to start 30
new churches each year before the year
2000.

Looking to the New Testament record of
the early church, Halsell warned the
assembly that today’s congregations must
not become, like the Jewish Temple was,
‘‘prisons of the gospel.” The sole purpose
of the church is to spread good news of
redemption in Christ Jesus, he declared.

And when the power of God fell on
those first “‘Christians,” they began to bold-
ly proclaim the gospel, Halsell observed.
Laymen like Stephen and Philip witnessed
to salvation in Christ, and when persecu-
tion scattered the church, they went
everywhere preaching the Word.

“If you and I will do that, people will
be saved,”’ Halsell asserted. “‘If we all had
one heart’s desire, if we all had one all-
embracing vision to see Arkansas saved, it

February 18, 1988

cc ity. It would happen in the
next community. It would happen every
time.”

Halse]l also noted that Jesus did not issue
his Great Commission to the disciples in
Jerusalem, but in Galilee. The commission
was given to a people who had been freed
of the shackles of Judaism so they could
“‘cross every barrier and preach the gospel
to all people everywhere,”" he said.

“‘Jesus said, ‘All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth.’ That majestic claim
includes Arkansas,’’ Halsell declared. *‘And
when Jesus told his disciples to make
disciples, they took him seriously and did

Arkansas Baptists need to take Jesus just
as seriously and busy themselves with the
task of starting new churches everywhere,
he continued. *'If we do what the Lord tells
us to do, we will preach the gospel. That's
the heart of the church.”

Yet, the commission to make disciples of
all the nations is not for everybody, Halsell
cautioned.

« ““The cost of the Great Commission is s0

high, there's no mass appeal,” he said to
the cc n. ‘“The Great C ission
is for people like you, who have turned
aside to be here tonight.”” And despite the
fact that every Baptist in Arkansas was not
in attendance, the persons present—
empowered by God's Spirit—were plenty
to reach the state ‘“‘over and over again,”
Halsell said.

‘“Too many churches have said, ‘We
don't have enough people’ ‘We don't have
enough time. ‘We don't have enough
money. " Halsell concluded. ‘‘But God's
grace is the only resource you need. God's
grace is sufficient.”

LA[TY ABROAD
Tentmaking
Seminar

A Tentmaking Ministries Seminar will te
held at the Mt. Sequoyah Assembly
Grounds, 150 NW Skyline Drive in Fayet-
teville on the evening of Thursday, March
31 from 6:00-10:00 pm.

Tentmaking refers to Christian layper-
sons pursuing their normal secular careers
overseas in order to support themselves in
mission work on the side. The term comes
from the apostle Paul, who made tents as
his occupation in order to support his mis-
sionary journeys as recorded in the book
of Acts. The importance of such ministries
becomes quickly apparent when one con-
siders that, by the year 2000, 80 percent
of the world's non-Christians will live in
nations that are politically inaccessible to
traditional missionaries.

The seminar will feature, among others,
Dr. James Cecil, the director of Laity
Abroad, a program of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Missicn Board. The seminar will
also include small group sessions dealing
with opportunities in specific fields such
as agriculture, business, education,
engineering and the military. A registration
fee of $3 will be charged for advance
registration; $4 at the door. Child care will
be provided for children up to five years
of age.

For registration or other information,
contact Curtis Sergeant at the Baptist Stu-
dent Union, 944 W. Maple St., Fayetteville;
phone 521-4370.

oAy
\w’}

Ouachita Baptist University in
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, commit-
ted to academic and Christian ex-
cellence for 102 years, is seeking
applications, nominations, and
recommendations for the position
of president, to succeed Daniel R.
Grant, who will retire on August
31 after more than 18 years of ser-
vice. Resumes should be mailed
to: Mr. W.H. Sutton, Presidential
Search Committee, 2000 First
Commercial Building, Little Rock,
AR 72201.
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LOCAL & STATEI

Arkansas All Over

People

Dan Caldwell has resigned as pastor of
Immanuel Church in Fayetteville following
more than four years service, He has ac-
cepted a call to serve as pastor of First
Church in Vian, Okla.

Mark K. Morris has resigned from the
staff of Stuttgart First Church to serve as
minister of music at Howard Carlisle
Church in Panama City, Fla.

Bob Fielding of Newport is serving as
bivocational pastor of Alicia Church. He is
manager of a Newport restaurant and a stu-
dent at Southern Baptist College.

Jeff Knowlton is serving as pastor of
Cross Roads Church near Blytheville. He
formerly served as pastor at Blackwater.

Oscar Coolbaugh is'serving as full-time
pastor at Old Union Church, Benton, com-
ing there from Dalton, Penn. He has
pastored churches for 29 years in Penn-
sylvania, Missouri, and Iowa.

Robert Parsley will begin serving March
6 as pastor of First Church, Dardanelle. He
and his wife family will move there from
Prescott, where he is serving as pastor of
First Church.

Allen and Sherry Thrasher were nam-
ed by Gov. Bill Clinton to represent the
State of Arkansas Feb. 4 at the 36th annual
National Prayer Breakfast in Washington,
D.C. Thrasher serves as pastor of First
Church, Booneville.

Danny Wilson recently observed his third
anniversary as minister of youth at
Blytheville First Church.

Larry Thomas is serving as pastor of
Kibler Church, Van Buren. He received his

inary dipl through
Dardanelle-Russellville Association and has
attended Westark Community College,
Garland County Community College, and
Ouachita Baptist University. Thomas has
pastored churches in Arkansas for 16 years.
He and his wife, Patricia, have three
children, James, 10; Jeremy, eight; and
Rebekah, two.

Mike Harvison is serving Clarksville Se-
cond Church as part-time minister of
youth, coming there from First Church in
Kemmerer, Wyo.
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Irby Bryan has resigned as pastor of Altus
First Church.

Lee Bennett has resigned as.pastor of
Graphic Church, Alma.

Sam Hargrave is serving as pastor of York
Town Church, Star City. He formerly
pastored Bay Street Church in Pine Bluff
and has served as associate pastor of
Shepherd Hill Church, Pine Bluff. He and
his wife, Pat, have two children.

Briefly

Hiwasse First Church in Benton County
Association will hold its first services Feb.
21. Workers, finances, and guidance are be-
ing provided for the new congregation by
Bentonville First, Centerton, and Mason
Valley churches, the sponsoring
congregations.

Park Hill Church in North Little Rock has
opened a home on “'C" Street to provide
additional educational space for single
adults. The house also will be used as a
hospitality center during major con-
ferences and conventions. Youth of the
church have planned a summer mission

V. | . AP

trip to Edmonton, Canada, where they will
conduct a Vacation Bible School, backyard
Bible clubs, a churchwide youth led revival,
and sing Christian concerts.

Shepherd Hill Church at Pine Bluff will
expand its ministry with a weekly
“‘Mother's Day Out’’ program that will be
launched March 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Manila First Church hosted an evening
reception Jan. 24, honoring Rev. and Mrs.
Henry West prior to his retirement as direc-
tor of missions for Mississippi County. West
preached at the evening worship service,
according to Pastor William Piercy.

Markham Street Church in Little Rock
is observing ‘‘Heart-to-Heart’'month with
activities which include appreciation days
honoring Sunday School workers,
Woman's Missionary Union and Royal Am-
bassador members, deacons, sanctuary
choir members and music ministry
workers. Visitation and a men's cake bak-
ing contest will be included in the
observance.

Gosnell Church will celebrate the Centen-
nial Celebration of Woman's Missionary
Union Feb. 20-21 with activities which in-
clude a breakfast hosted by Pastor and Mrs.
William P. Oakley; and recognition services
for Woman's Missionary Union leaders and
members. Girls in Action, Acteens, and
Baptist Women members will present a

!

Alicia Church recently celebrated its debt-free status with a noteburning service. Par-

ticipating were (left to right) Kemmel Eldridge, a deacon; Novene Rogers, treasurer;
Oscar Woodard, Berlin Tayloy;, and Joe Whaley, deacons; and Ron Berry, interim pastor.
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Sunday evening missions emphasis pro-
gram. Pattye Oakley serves as WMU direc-
tor, and LuAnn Yoast, BW president; Youth
_leaders are Lisa Bigland and Trish Jones, Ac-
teens; Brenda Davis, Dorcia Lucius,
Michelle Vaught, Shirley Middleton,
Michelle Little, Brenda Davis, Melissa
Williams, GA; and Gail Kemper, and Grace
Haynie, Mission Friends.

Mountain Home First Church began its
observance of the Centennial Celebration
of Woman's Missionary Union when Mar-
jorie McCullough, president of WMU,
Southern Baptist Convention, was speaker
Feb. 7.

Beech Street First Church in Texarkana
will host a seminar on “‘Stress and the
Christian Woman’' Feb. 19-20. Elizabeth
Baker of Mount Pleasant, Texas, will be
leader.

Monticello Second Church will observe
Baptist Men’s Day Feb. 28 to launch *‘Days
of Renewal"’ that will continue until Easter.
Carliss Odom of Little Rock will be speaker.

Hamburg First Church will honor Rev.
and Mrs. Klois Hargis Feb. 28 at the morn-
ing worship service and with a noon lun-
cheon. Hargis, who served as Hamburg
pastor from 1965-73, is now pastor of
Tillar Church.

Baring Cross Church in North Little Rock

men assisted with construction work at the
North Little Rock Union Rescue Mission
Feb. 6.

Little Rock Second Church observed its
104th anniversary Feb. 7 by recognizing its
Heritage Club members, those with a
membership tenure of 50 years or more.
New members receiving certificates were
E.R. Guthrie, Hilton Pate, and Madge
Richardson. Speaking on one of the
church’s newest outreach minisiries was
D.M. Lewis, who serves as chaplain for Lit-
tle Rock Central Fire Station.

Cabot First Church has planned special
services Feb. 28-May 22 on *‘The Sufficien-
cy of the Grace of God."" Areas of discus-
sion will deal with overcoming obstacles,
today's youth, family crises, marriage, and
raising children. Speakers will include B.J.
Sams of Little Rock and Larry and Cheryl
Linam of Pittsburgh, Texas. The final ser-
vice on facing the future will include a
special recognition of the high school
graduating seniors. Del Medlin is pastor.

South Side Chapel, a mission of Alma
First Church, began services Feb. 7. Tom
Steward is sérving as pastor, going there
from the sponsoring church, where he
served as minister of youth and activities.

ABN photo / J. Everett Sneed

and Little Rock bus{nessman Shelley Gatbright

and

Jack H
look over J‘250 000 worth of
January for the new Shin Heung Hospltal and Retlremem Center in Dongbucbon,

bipped to Korea in

Korea. TZve jackH le

by b , and indi; b

1 d the

Is in Arkansas and Tennesse‘e, Jfor the bospital,

which was built with fundlng ' from the South Korean government. The hospital, schedul-
ed to open Feb. 1, is reportedly the first retirement facility in the country, which bas
a strong tradition of families caring for their elderly persons.
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North Park Chapel, a mission of Van
Buren First, was constituted as a church
Jan. 3. Ordained ministers and deacons
from churches in Clear Creek Association
formed the council. Those on program
were Stanley Daniel, pastor of the sponsor-
ing church; George Domerese, director of
missions for Clear Creek Association; Lewis
Ballard, Pastor Murl Walker; Mike Jones,
music director; and Jimmie Sheffield,
associate executive director of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention.

Crystal Hill Church in Little Rock will or-
dain Gary Almquist, Terry Bryant, Larry
Carter, J.R. Dodson, Jeff Haley, Tommy
Hammett, Donnie Holdcraft, Jimmy
Ramsey, James Rogers, and Monroe Smith
to the deacon ministry Feb. 28. Don Hook,
a former pastor, will be speaker.

Gum Springs Church at Siloam Springs
is sponsoring a Tuesday evening extension
Sunday School class in the Robinson
Community.

Searcy First Church recently observed
the fifth anniversary of Sidney Jackson,
minister of education and youth, with an
old-fashioned pounding.

Heber Springs First Church sponsored
a Christian Awareness and Prevention Con-
ference Feb. 14. Robert Parker, director of
the Christian Life Council of the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention, was leader.

Jobs

Exchange

Land surveyor—Property surveys,
topographic surveys, church surveys, per-
colation tests for septic systems. More than
20 years experience. Call James Farris,
565-2249. 218

Notices of employment sought or avallable will be posted
for three consecutive weeks without charge for members

of Arkansas Baptist churches. Church staff positions will not
be Included. Send name, address, Iohpm number, and
statement of qu: WP' of "“P'W“

experience, and
ment -ounmm-vllhblo to **Jobs Exchange,”
Baptist Newsmagazine, P.0. Box 552, um'noek,mmoa
Placement of a notice In the Jobs Exchange does not con-
stitute an endorsement by the ABN.

Psychology For Christian Life

JOHN EWING HARRIS
M.Div., Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist, Christian

5800 "'r"“’#%‘:".‘.’:"s‘”"m By Appoinment
Fock, Arkansas 72204 i
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1987 ABSC CONTRIBUTIONS

it -

Total cash h the Cooperatis in the office of the

Program
Executive Director of the Execullvs Board, from January 1, 1987, through December 31, 1987.
If any errors are found in this report, please notify Don Moore, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203.

CHURCHES

STATE AT LARGE

INDIVIDUAL RECEIPTS
ARK BAPTIST FNDN

8 A WHITLOW, MEM.
MUBER L DRUMWRIGHT,
MMU CONTRIBUTIONS
BSU CONTRIBUTIONS
B RHOOD

ROTHE|
UNITY BAPTIST CHURC

TOWN & COUNTRY MOTO
APPLEWOOD BAPTIST C
UNETY WTIST CHURC

VERNON FIRST BAP
MR 4 WRS JANES D. O
ASSOCIATION TOTALS

ARKANERS VALLEY

ARKANSAS VALLEY RSN

BARTON
BRINKLEY 18T
ARENDON 1

MORO
NORTH SIDE, HELENA
'S CHAPEL

HOLLY GROVE 1ST 80U

PETHEL

WEST ACRES BAPTIST

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
ASHLEY COUNTY

FELLOWSHIP
FOUNTAIN HILL 18T

HAMBURS 18T
JARVIS CHAPEL
MAGNOL IR
MARTINVILLE
MEREDIAN
vn' OLIVE
MT PLEABANT

NORTH CROSSETT 187
BARDIS
BHILOH
PLERSANT LANE
ABSOCIATION TOTALS

BARTHOLOMEW
BARTHOLOMEW ASSN

ANTIOCH
COMINTO

Page 10

COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM

509.75
36,373.49
1,104.96
208.19
33,175.10

6,893.53
5,681.72

84,026.74

640. 44
194,217.70

DEBIGNATED
oIFT8

8, 386.33
152,727.69

2,278.57
21,419.17
e2.

6,381.63
474,17

55,310.80

147.80

CHURCHES

CORINTH
EAGLE LAKE
EBENEZER
ENON
FLORENCE
HERMI TAGE
IMMANUEL, WARREN
LADELLE
1A
MARBDEN
MONTICELLD 18T
MONTICELLO 2ND
NO SIDE, MONTICELLO
OLD UNTON
PLEASANT GROVE
PRAIRIE GROVE
SALINE
UNION HILL
T
WARREN
DE
SPANISH FELLOWSHIP
CALVARY BOUTHERN
ASSOCIATION TOTALS
BENTON COUNTY
BENTON ASSN
BELLA VISTA
TONVILLE 18T
CENTERTON 18T
CALVARY BAPTIST MIS
DECATUR 18T
GARFIELD 1ST

GENTRY 18T
GRAVETTE 18T
SPR!

ROBERS 18T

SILOAM SPRINGS

SR smunas Tor
Y SIDE

rnnnv.

TWELVE CORNERS

LAKES

CHARITY  SOUTHERN BR

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

BIG CREEK

MAMMOTH SPRING

NT. ZI

SPRING RIVER

vioLa

ASBOCIATION TOTALS
BLACK RIVER

BLACK RIVER ASSN

ALICIA BAPTIST CHUR

AMAGON

BANKS

BLACK ROCK 18T
CAMPBELL STATION
CLEAR BPRINGS

172, 780. 81

56, 140. 76

424,296.20

52,00
260,00

275,00
110.00
282,00
157,50
588, 00
1,492.01
3,213.51

DESIGNATED

BIFTS
159, 22
163,00
568, 80
818.80
132,00
777.28

8,313.47

260,00
223, 00
9,264, 28
1,629, 01
439,78

330,00
1,000. 00
13,473.71
540, 34
3,168.08

2,048.00
43,478,535

21,029, 57
26,018.09
07

WIRTH EVANGELISTIC

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
BUCKNER

BUCKNER RBSN

ABBOTT

BATES
CALVARY, BOONEVILLE
CAUTHRON

CEDAR CREEX

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
BUCKVILLE

BUCKVILLE RS8N
ROCK SPRINGS

ABSOCIATION TOTALS
CADDO RIVER

CONCORD
CADDO RIVER AESN
NGBS

BULPHUR BPRINGS
PINE RIDGE

ll FORK BAPTIST CH

TY BECOND BAPT C
moucmr BIRLE CHU
ABSOCIATION TOTALS
CALVARY
CALVARY ASBN

ANT10CH
AUGUSTA 18T

126,793, 47

451.24
1,183.81
546.73

u.sou:u
449,66
1,301.05
:.111.::
A44,20

88, 424, 49

1,381,239
1,381.39

90,00

312.24
192,00
13,294.48

4,203,857

41,154, 07

794,00
14,216.09

200. 00

160,85
150,00
123,00
454,13
25.00
2,347.83
2,302,00

150. 00
265,01

2,210.01

5,323, 74
100. 00
550, 30
770. 00
178.25
350. 00
150. 59

30,00
117,00
5,633. 89
1,028.19
93.00
100. 00

24,486, 99

113,45
113.43

50.00
100. 00
2,928.85
8,508, 45
356. 00
3,863.21
736. 24
520, 34
1,811.39
501,21
496, 30
85,00
8

20,033, 99

1,375,00
6,823.59
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RSSOCIATION TOTALS

NSMAN 18T
TULIP MEMORIAL
ASSOCIATION TOTALS

CAROLINE

AUSTIN STATION
BAUGH CHAPEL.

CHAMBERS, DISBANDED
COCKLEBUR 1,821.20
covy 1,771.69
DES ARC 18T 27,074.51
DEVALLS BLUFF 18T 3,786, 64
ENGLAND 18T 25,126.79
HAZEN 18T 17,683. 10
HUMNOKE 1 763.
INMANUEL, CARLISLE 3,197.70
KEO 3,991.28
L 29,938, 92
MT CARMEL 27,136,688
NTN SPRINGS 2,003,
NEW HOPE 621,06
OAK GROVE 1,008, 41
OLD AUSTIN 7,545, 22
PLERSANT HILL 3,701.69
STEEL BRIDGE 1,533 81
TOLTEC 3,513.71
WARD 18T 5,009, 71
4,403.33
87. 65
caLVRRY, 3,070.73
RSON MEW BRETIS .
ASSOCIATION TOTALS  270,612.25
CENTENNIAL
CENTENNIAL ASSN
ABERDEEN 18T 2,232, 52
ALMYRA 18T 20,023, 00
DEWITT 18T 5, 902. 34

February 18, 1988

DESIGNATED
BIFTS

7,228.09
2

2,490.27
3%0. 00
3,106, 72
80,00
162,50
21,907.01
2,107.06

100. 00

. 80
23,163.00
199,62
360.00
57,827.49

35,239.089

165.00
950.21

5,869.40
360. 32

5,017.49
4,180.84

TRINITY, BENTON
TRINITY, MALVERN

BARCELONA ROAD

TEWPLE

MAGNET COVE

MEADOWVIEW

CONGO RD MISSION

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
CLEAR CREEK

CLEAR CREEK AGSN

ALMA 18T

ALTUS 18T

BATSON

cASS

CEDARVILLE

CLARKSVILLE ND

COAL HILL 18T

DYER 18T

E. NT ZION,

HABARVILLE
187

TRINITY

nll.zn

mmmn 187
MULBERRY 18T
oAK

HOGDLAND

ERSTERN HGTS BAPT C

DARK

CABIN CREEK

ALMA 18T

BRAPHIC 80

NORTH PARK CHAPEL

ASSOCIATION TOTALE
CCONCORD

MIDLAND 18T

CONCORD ASSN

BARLING 18T

BETHEL

BLOOMER

BLUFF FT _SMITH

BOONEVILLE 18T

BRANCH

BURNSVILLE

CALYARY, FT. SMITH

CHARLESTON 18T

611,18
121,726.33

1,932.78
19,032. 62

2,746.70
1,521.87

3,063. 18
39,256, 11
305,05

227,332.76
5,826.29
4,676.07

508. 5
24l

4,205, 14
32,445, 64
5,401.52

21,751.04
17, 482.03

DESIGNATED
OIFTS

671,14
825,96

807. 12
378,65

181,690.37

125. 00
237.00

1,881.62

1 547,20
6,243.34

1,445, 36
1,272.30

1,309. 46
13,810.22

70, 840.29

766,52

1,346. 00
420.00

1,802, 46
9,612.73
1,709.79

47.79
6,399, 32
9,516.83

CHURCHES

EAST SIDE, FT SNITH
1€, INACTIV

EXCELSIOR

FORT SMITH 18T

BLENDALE.

GRAND AVE, FT SMITH

NORTH SIDE, CHARLEST
NORTH SIDE,FT SMITH
OAK CLIFF

PALESTINE

PARIS 18T

PHOENIX VILLAGE
PINE LOG

RATCLIFF 18T
ROSEVILLE

RYE HILL

SOUTH SIDE, BOONEVIL
SOUTH SIDE,FT SMITH
SPRADL ING

TEMPLE, FT. SMITH
TRINITY, FT. SMITH
UNION HALL

VESTA
WINDSOR PARK
MOFFETT MISSION
WESTSIDE
BalaR cReek
CENTRAL 1ST S0U
SOUTHSIDE, PARIS
FALTH BAPTIST CHURC
VICTORY, BOONEVILLE
FIANNA HILLS MSSN

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

CONWAY-PERRY
CONWAY~-PERRY ASSN
ADONA, DI
PIGELOW
CASA 18T
HARMONY
HOUSTON
MORRILTON 18T
NINROD 18T
PERRY.
PERRYVILLE 18T

PLERSANT
PLUMERVILLE 18T
BOLBOHACHIA

CHAPEL
PETIT JEAN FIRST BA
RSSOCIATION TOTALS

CURRENT-BAINS

RSSOCIATION TOTALS

COOPERATIVE
PROGRAN
108, 113.19
2,586, 83

133,

4,438.57
211,823.59
43,319.09

11,012.13

1,211,102

1,158.33
108.37

3,083.76
2,362.04
717.21
18,999.31

846,953, 81

DESIGNATED
o1FTS
17,688, 22

326,00
69,477,23

794,60
76,462, 10

10,873. 24

2,404, 10
111,47
294,00
254,36

2,403.25

291,532.74

815.37
600, 00

27.94
673.23
47,066.74

111,117, 22

29,187.78

1,405.13
1,758.99
6,350. 85

383,00

1,417,158
474.38
15.00
45,073.49
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CHURCHES COOPERATIVE  DESIGNATED  CHURCHES COOPERATIVE  DESIGNATED  CHURCHES CODPERATIVE  DESIGNATED

PROGRAN a1FTe PROGRAM BIFTS PROGRAN 8IFTS
DARDANELLE-RUSSELLVILLE GREENE COUNTY SALADO : 995.00 764.00
1,071.85
RUSSELLVILLE 18T 94, 172,43 GREENE ASSN WEST, BATESVILLE ol 845,71
187 3,402. 64 ALEXANDER 5,310.69 569.99  WHITE RIVER 436. 40
4,038, 44 BEECH GROVE O 5%6.00  ARBANNA 1,099, 13
ARK RIVER VALLEY AS BETHEL STATION NEWARK SOUTHERN Y
ATKING 18T 6,417, 84 BIG CREEX 110.00 320.00  FELLOWSHIP 88s. 00
BAKERS CREEK 840,00 BRIGHTON, DISBANDED STRAMBERRY 50
8,393.97 7,103.41  FOOTHILLS
CALVARY, s, 009, 1,933.00
CENTER HILL 18T 4,745. 89 1,47.05  ASSOCIATION TOTALS 56,141.70
CLARKS CHAPEL. 940. 00 1,238.13
DELAPLAINE 663.38 1,288, 92
EAST SIDE,PARAGOULD  24,387.44 7,021,535 LiBERTY
FAIRVIEW 169.03 33.00
FINCH 2,397.45 413.90  LipERTY AssN
FONTRINE 110.00 FAIRVIEW ROAD 333.00 52, 00
IMMANUEL, PARAGOLLD  11,171.19 1,354.78  CALEDONIA %000 1,236. 84
- 160,00 100.00 CALION 18T 5, 268, 99 299,15
LAKE ST, PARAGOULD 2,901.23 508.45  CAMDEN 1ST 56,532.33  22,337.33
LIBHT 1,794.58 1,143.80  CoMDEN 2ND 663,93
T 11,307.60 1,765.62 CHIDESTER 1,680, 88 2,025.00
NEW FRIENDSH1P 1,030, 00 736.70  CROBS ROADS
NEW LIBERTY 327.38 98. 50
NUTTS CHAPEL 580. 09 365.00
OAK GROVE 1,534.26 305,59
PARAGOULD 18T 61,166.66  15,982.35
PLERSANT VALLEY A76. 41 96. 86
ROBBS CHAPEL 440,00
poseyo00 2,069.89 310.28
STANFOI 1,535.76 A9S. 14

i\'mn. nlswmeo
TNIID AVE, PARAGOUL

UNIT 510.00 743. 52
CALVARY, DARDANELLE 1,619.97 VINED cHapEL 341,40 265.00
DARDANELLE 2ND BAPT WALCOTT 3,600.00 278,00
WEST VIEW 16,009, 89 3,280.32
RSSOCIATION TOTALE  229,516.03  78,979.86  HARMONY, PARAGOULD
DELTA RSSOCIATION TOTALS 169, 748.03 50,799, 06
DELTA ASSN 75.19
ARKANSAS CITY 8,530. 10 2,877.91 HARNONY.
AULDS
BAYOU MACON © 3,570.22 1,307, 4 HARMONY_ RSSN
BELLATRE 10,791, 47 Joaiee  ALTHEIMER 18T 3,345.23 2,367.09
BOYDELL. ANDERSON CHAPEL 2,109.61
CHICKASAN 574,17 184.00  BETHEL $30:54
COLLING 2,622. 32 800.00  CENYENNIAL .
TANTEL CHAPEL. 7500 75.00  CENTRAL, PINE BLUFF 6,948.66 1,347:49
DERNOTT 10, 148, 33 2,782.38  DOLLARWAY 7,850, 69 1,442.94
EUDORA 22,747.00 4087.29  DOUGLAS 331,20 300500
BAINES 336.70 32,990.00  11,767.00
JENNIE 73940 349,70 ERBT S1DE, PINE BLUF £,772.46 1,983,953
JEROME 420.00 38g59n | SVERDRERN <
KELSO FORREST PARK 11,219.11 5,678.67
LAKE VILLAGE Bt 347908 SoWD 18T 3:207:29 293499 S Ml e Lol
% 42 GRADY 18T 727.89 1,148.80 m’l-: CE:":SN i m:ﬁ; AEY
GREENLEE 9,853.94 348,92  TEMPLE, RADO 1584, 3
MCGEHEE 18T , 490, ,937. h d
deceeil Sy ";':;:x T ao.5e  GREEN MEADOWS 13, 906. 63 3,069.28  THAEE CAEENS 8,8%7.71 3,750:78
i) et rebiiled 3238 amoin 12,309, 30 Ajessioy  TRINITY, EL DoRADO 10,604, 21 3,243.26
NORTH SIDE, EUDORA 1,384, 80 aistco  HACKDRVIeROVE 900.00 100100, . SUNEDN. bt i b e
omeEBA "160.00 HUMPHREY 3,008.86 797.06 URBANA 18T 11146, 15 499,00
PARKDALE 650, 00 150. 00 IMMANUEL, PINE BLUFF  47,891.27  21,1358.86 VICTORY 2,688.21 A64. 41
PARKMAY 175. 00 KINGSLAND 18T 3,349, 43 1,618.10 ViLLAGE 4,737, 10 1,410, 00
PORTLAND 6, 444,59 WHITE HALL 18T 33,433.80 7,685.00  MEBSON 1,636.53 586. 06
RICHLAND " 329, LINWOOD 2,200. 83 678.73 WEST BIDE,EL DORADO 18, 463.96 12,702.95
BHILOH 298,11 MATTHEWS MEMORIAL 27,436.55 6,806. 10 WHITE C1TY 120.00
4, 262,96 NORTHSIDE, STAR CITY 373.00 18,00  REROER®I1ET
‘DERNOTT 1 825,00 DAK GROVE 1,797.53 283,00  TRINITY NO BAPTIST
TILLAR' 18T > CLAUD ROAD CHAPEL 3,916. 12 569. 48
:::::f PINE BLUFF 18T 91.887.76  20,276.31  PGSOCIATION TOTALS  669,957.07  291,690.65
WILnoT 7,485, 24 PINE BLUFF 2ND 6,548.24 1384, B
HALLEY 1,429.12 R e 450:4% selar LITTLE RED RIVER
ASSOCIATION TOTALS 149, 423,42 RISON 7,557.03 8, 383,53 T
SHANNON ROAD 3,346.02 LETHO0 macimvie Y te <5
FAULKNER COUNTY SOUTH SIDE,PINE BLF  41,636.24 5,649.70  5UGAR LOAF 1
2,933.50
STAR CITY 18T 28,936.14  10,509.47  CONCORD 18T J
FAULKNER CO RSSN WABBASEKA, INACTIVE HARRIS CHAPEL "
BERVL 8,693.57 WATSON CHAPEL 61,535.32 7,786.57  LgpeR SPRINGS 1ST 10,
s8s. 52 SULPHUR GORINGS ,875.00 1,681.00  1rErine V823,73
EY YORK 2,383.92 . LONE STAR
CADRON RIDGE REDFIELD rmr souT 3,127.26 316.10  ‘Ero2tom AR%.00
CONWAY 18T SHEPHERD A ) 62,90
Yy 665.69 1,233.00 ey pe ]
TEMPLE PRLER
ERL v Colny VICTORY. BAPTIST CHU 82.67 o bad e
1704,
FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION TOTALS  494,971.66  141,089.06  DrEASANT Ga e 11,80
HOLLOW PLEASANT 632, 12
HARLAN PARK m Ok £53.23
' 1,313,
HARMONY INDEPENDENCE SOUTH SI1DE, HEBER 80  Daiat
HOLLAND
MAYFLOWER 18T INDEPENDENCE o e
MT VERNON BATESVILLE 18T 13,235,608  prelrRMTn mesN, IN 1N6s
MR CALVARY, BATESVILLE 9,712.39 e
Y, 3
i 2 e 8 ASSOCIATION TOTALS 94,409.47  25,980.37
PICKLES AP 25.00
o ST 685,28 TTLE RIVER
SOUTH S1DE, DAMASCUS EASTSIDE, CAVE CITY 2,377.55 o
WOOSTER 18T EMMANUEL , e 391.70  LITTLE RIVER ASSN
mxf.w risg ks FI-‘:: !‘g-g RABHDOWN 18T 45,501.18  13,936.67
GREENSRIER FinaT 3,999.91 MOUNTAIN VIEW 18T 790. 85 B 1,200:00
BAPTIST CH 3,229.33 nT 210N
BOAEY NILL BABTIST 534,57 NORTHS1DE, BATESVILL . 4,999.92 2,370.00
SHYRNA 132,36 PILGRIMS REST 1,474.00 476.51 1,746.00
VICTORY, COMNWA 935, 64 1,348.40  PLERSANT PLAI 815, 1,441.71 1,824.70
VOGOLAND HEIOHTS B 13, 400,37 e 1es3 9 4,072.76 2,192.69
3 736.76 356. 80
ASSOCIATION TOTALS  231,124.65  61,334.64  RUDDELL HILL 4,289, 96 1,330.42  MORATIO 18T 4,213.40  35,570.57
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WILTON 18T
LAKEBIDE
CROSS ROADS 18T
RSSOCIATION TOTALS
MISSISSIPPI COUNTY
NMISSISSIPPI CO ASSN
BETHANY, BLYTHEVILLE
R
BLYTHEVILLE 18T
BRINKLEY CHAPEL
BROWN CHAPEL
CALVARY, BLYTHEVILLE
CALVARY, OSCEOLA
CENTRAL, DYESS
COLE RIDBE
CROSSROADS

RIDGECREST
TRINITY, BLYTHEVILLE
WARDELL
WESTSIDE, MANILA
WHI
WILBON 18T
WOODLAND CORNER
'YARBRO

) MANILA
FRIENDSHIP

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

CHURCHES

MT. ZION

MT ZION ASSN
ALSUP

BAY
BETHABARA
BLACK OAK
BONO 18T

BROOKLAND
BUFFALO CHAPEL
CARAWAY
casu 18T
ENTRAL,
WILD
DIXIE

JONESBORO

EBYPT

FISHER ST, JONESBORO
FRIENDLY HOPE
JONESBORD 18T

LAKE CITY 18T

MONETTE 18T
MT. PISGAH
MT. ZION
NEEDHAM
NETTLETON
NEW ANTIOCH
veu HOPE, OAK
W HOPE, JONESBORO
unnm MAIN, .vuceson
LADE!

WES
WOODSPRINGS
ASBOCIATION TOTALS

February 18, 1988

COOPERATIVE
PROGRAN

2,729.77

5,5%2.73
344,50

10, 696. 47
44,308, 40

146,397.79

1, 628.00

376,799.57

DEBIGNATED
GIFTS
1,951.00

2,231, 86
450.00

5,943, 64
14,575, 22

3e2.32
708. 80

61,084.38

DESIGNATED
BIFTS

‘663,97

2,131.29
593.33
39,309. 31
10

25.00
261.01
4,223. 12

48, 626. 51
1,899 14
1,449.00

135,796, 16

EAGLE HEIGHTS

EMMANUEL ,
EVERTON
FREEMAN HEIGHTS
BAITHER
GRANDVIEW

GREEN muzst 187
GRUBB SPRINGS
HARRISON 18T

HARRISON

JASPER 1ST
LEAD HILL 18T
MARSHALL 18’

NEW HOPE
NORTHVALE

OMAHA
OREGON FLAT
0SAGE

PARTHENON
ROCK SPRINGS
RUDD

8T. JOE 18T

SOUTH SIDE,LEAD HIL
TRINITY

UNION

VALLEY SPRINGS
WOODLAND HEIGHTS
MARBLE FALLS
WESTERN GROVE CHURC
SNOWBALL.

LAKELAND

BERVER LAKE

ELIXIR BAPTIST CHUR

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
NORTH PULASKI

NORTH PULASKI RSSN

BARING CROSS
BAYOU METO

FORTY SEVENTH ST

GRACE.

BRAVEL RIDGE 18T
GRAVES MEMORIAL
HIGHHAY

HILLTOP

INDIAN HILLS
INDIANHEAD LAKE
JACKSONVILLE 18T
.mcxscuvlLLE 2ND

mnsmu. RD, J'vlu.E
MORRISON CHAPE

NO LITTLE Rm:K. 187
DAKWOOD

PARK HILL
PIKE AVENUE,
REMOUNT
RUNYAN 18T

NLR

SHERWOOD 18T

sxnssmu ST, MR

EVLVAN qu.s 187
HILL

ZION
MILITARY ROAD CHURC

ROYAL OAKS MISSION
PINE MEADOW NSN-DIS

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
OUACHITA

CHAPEL HILL
OUACHITA ASSN
ACORN

BOARD
CALVARY, MENA
CHERRY HILL

COOPERAT IVE

DESIGNATED
PROGRAN BIFTS

3,072.15
1,870. 14

2,853, 69
3,233,03
654,
5,234.25
75.
693,23
1,249.84
s87.
1,500, 11
230.00
60.
2,132.16
238,
3,412.53
4,086, 12
1,489.40
326.85
50, 00
805.00
374.00
298,062.63  8S,924.03
11,785, 92 6,231.59
66,908.75  66,866.81
20,290, 56 , 888.
143,94 152,95
, 500, 2,190.30
40, 459, 14 8,694.33
11,448.00 1,063.
51,032.62  16,387.66
11,332. 40 3,677.89
8,278.00 3,466.50
7,359.60 1,823.63
206.
21,497.38 1,751.72
4,562.66 2,294. 39
27,921.00  26,424.01
47,107.17 10.25
1 143, 693.25
63,572.85  14,974.02
24,794.91 5,417 21
39,291.93 8,340. 16
13,214.68  10,828.51
986. 192.00
16, 469, 46 4,238.10
500,

199,159.13  85,740.32
8,130.35 5,371.78
9,131.00 .

, 098, 89 1,459.81
43,745.01 9,097.09
545,36
100. 00 65.00
11,090.30  20,513.91
11,765.79 5, 506. 31
1 963. 97 1,617.08
8,734, 42 4,929.09
7,800, 00 1,224.90
1,588.00 717,18
7,438.25 2,199.00
744.48

1,011.16 1,365, 50
371,40 223,00
34,
3,083.75 364,
2,244, 06 1,198,00
246.21 108.13
2,070.20 271.37
597.99 163. 40
641, , 026.
A2,A77.54 13,321.73
'y 353, 271,

CHURCHES

BRANNIS
MATFIELD 18T

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

PULASKI COUNTY

BRYANT 18T SOUTHERN
INDIAN SPRINGS
PULASKI ASSN

ALEXANDER 18T

PINE BROVE
PLAINVIEW

PLERSANT GROVE
PULABKI HEIBHTS
REYNOLDS MEMORIAL

mv ennvﬁ.nlawu
HILLS 18T
T

WEST leE. LR

svﬁrusﬂ MISSION

WHISPERING HILLS CH
GREATER GRACE BAPT
CHARITY BAPTIST MIS

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

RED RIVER

MALVERN 18T
RED RIVER ASSN

ANTOINE
ARKADELPHIA 18T
ARKADELPHIA 2ND
BEECH STREET, GURDON
BEIRNE 1ST

BETHEL

BETHLEHE]

29,901.27
8,909. 83

8,519.50

1,004.09

492.52
12,959.37
1,087.31

264. 44

1,602,919.72

20, 838. 80
1,420.73

77.
1,989.93
1,311.14

520,00

4,184,50
2,247.16
1,294.52

900, 00

337.06
1,210,

DESIGNATED
8IFTS
209,93
1,831.30
14,436, 17

752.49

3,538, 52
865, 51
41,986. 40

4, 440,62
4,138.81

1,285, 02

223.13
3,788.44

50. 00

565,212.71

6,636.60

51.00
1,638.86
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ASSOCIATION TOTALS
ROCKY BAYOU

FAITH, BATESVILLE

MT PLERSANT 80U

NORTHSIDE BAPTIST C

TMMANUEL.

UNION HILL

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
BOUTHWEST ARKANSAS

sntmc:n ASSN

m.\.n HEIBHTS
BEECH BTREET 18T

BRONWAY HEIGHTS

CALVARY,

CALVARY, TEXARKANA

CANF I

CENTRAL, MAGNOLIA

FOUKE 18T

FULTON

GARLAND

GENOA 18T

BUERNSEY

HALEY LAKE

HARMONY GROVE

ulu@n aY YEXAW
HIBHLAND H

HOPE 18T

1 1A

" ARKANA

MEMORIAL.

MITCHELL ST, TEXARKA
NT.

msnu PARK BAPT CH

MCNEIL SECOND BAPT
VICTORY, TEXARK-DIS

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
TRI-COUNTY

BRICKEYS

MORT(

PLEASANT HILL

TRI-COUNTY

ANTIOCH

BARTON CHAPEL

BECKSPUR

BURNT CANE

CALVARY, W.MENPHIS

CHERRY VALLEY

coLT
CRAWFORDSVILLE 18T

Page 14

COOPERATIVE  DESIGNATED
PROGRAM BIFTS
1,124.00 1,288.77
1,532, 34 708. 22

110.00
1,800,00 1,302, 43
1,130.00 3,231.00
265,00 100.00
577,09

1,254, 48 363.00
109.00
194,938.51  83,104.16
1,267. 12

5,117.39 1,246,
8,118.01 5,154, 42
120,00 60.27

3, 623.68
54,413.35  17,666.55
1,219.70
13,749.06 1,177,
9,747.82 1,963.23
1,137.23
900, 405.00
2,081.22
12,389.25 2,346.70
110.00 10.
660,00 1,982.50
642, 81 616.38
2,980. 14 726.09
1,696.73
163,00
s82,
5,749.01 1,059.05
1,856, 4
2,169.00
19, 124,00 6,581.26
5,188.20 2,766.32
2,321.07 89s.
69, 112,54 7,501.93
484. 36 238,
1,569.67 446,36
283,61 194.65
1,232, 68 763.00
80, 112.85
541,366.74  166,157.01
473,21 62,30
1,974.32 . 09
1,139.23 154. 00
300.00 209.00
1,323.12 192.50
6,906. 16 2,030. 49
16,743.95 6,151.13
9,036.38 3,139.00
600. 00 3
4,538.82 422,29

CHURCHES

DESTGMNATED
BIFTS

COOPERAT IVE
PROGRAM

WASHINGTON-MAD1SON

WASHINGTON-MAD 180N
BERRY STREET, SPGDAL

BRUSH CREEK
CALVARY, HUNTSVILLE
CAUDLE AVE, SPGDALE
COMBS.

ELKINS

ELKINS 18T

ELMDALE
FARMINGTON 1ST
FAYETTEVILLE 18T

FRIENDSHIP

xm. FNVE‘I’YEVXL

Klussvm 18T s0U

LIBERTY

LINCOLN 18T

NEW HOPE, INACTIVE
GROVE

PRAIRIE GROVE 1ST

SOUTHSIDE, rnvs"sw.
SPRINGDALE
SPRING waLLEv

R CITY
UNIVERSITY, FAYETTEV
WEST FORK

CHURCHES COOPERATIVE  DESIGNATED
GIFTS
EARLE 21,447.88  11,412.23
EMMANUEL, FOR CITY 7,800, 1,206.00
FAIR OAKS 4,072.90 565.03
FAITH 1,049.86 919,15
FITZGERALD 2,133, 1,090. 15
FORREST CITY 18T 27,118.98  15,177.69
FORREST CITY 2ND 5, 962.99 660,00
BLADDEN £09. 94 230.00
BOGDHIN 1,792. 68 110.00
HARRIS CHAPEL 1,421.61 150.00
10K 922,71
11,584.77 1,526.59
WADISON 18T 660. 00 %
10N 790. 34 4,130.50
MIDWAY 1484, 28
PALESTINE 902. 15
PARKIN 18T 6,016.23
PINE TREE 321, 44
L 1,352, 35
TILTON 490, 00
T060 297,52
T 2,195, 84
UNION AVENUE, WYNNE  14,605.67
1,921,
WEST MEWPH 163, 899. 43
WEST MEMPHIS 2ND 7,834,
EY 3,676.00
WIDENER 1,972.34
WYNNE 63,239.72
EAST BAPTIST CHURCH 9%.
LAKESHORE
IMMANUEL 1,662.29
LIBERTY, DISBANDED
6000 1,134.00
RICHLAND 107. 00
LAKESHORE ESTATES B 990. 80 910.05
HOPE, W MEMPHIS 464,37 375.350
ASSOCIATION TOTALS  426,985.25 128, 166.40
TRINITY
CALVARY, LEPANTO 839.07 299.97
TRINITY ASSN
ANDERSON TULLEY 713.97 32.23
BETHEL, INACTIVE
BLACK OAK 1,022,
CALVARY, HARRISBURG 6,604.39 1,541.07
CORNERS CHAPEL 2,438, 89 1,447.92
EASTSIDE, TRUMANN 2,111.71 400.68
FAITH 1,030, 00 1,225.00
FISHER 18T 2,478.15 1,989.33
FREER 1,040,
GREENF IELD , 589, 42 1,017.77
HARRISBURG 18T 9,457.28 893.
LEBANON 695,57 150. 00
LEPANTO 18T 8,803.87 3,099.38
GROVE 1,255, 51 150.00
MARKED TREE 18T 8,165.18 1,702.52
MCCORMICK 160. 275.00
NEAL'S CHAPEL 598. 48 270.00
NEIGWANDER 500. 800,00
PLERSANT G 12,610.65 408.28
PLERSANT HILL 1,921,00 185.17
ERSANT VALLEY 1,967.70 627. 84
PROVI 788,50 192.31
0AK 300,90 1,338.11
RIVERVALE 1,488, 46 218.27
TRINITY 2,053. 88 112,25
25,435.24 4,596.20
TYRONZA 15T 2,696.08 979.00
VALLEY VIEW 475,04 180.00
WEINER 18T 1,881.88 43.00
WEST RIDGE
SHILOH 264,10
74.25
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHU si12. 32
GILMORE CHAPEL
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION TOTALS 104, 882. 56 26,248.99
NORTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION
CLINTON 18T 15, 236. 00 7,967.27
HALFMOON 65,
187.00
IMMANUEL, CLINTON 467.36
LESLIE 187 2,824, 10
NEW HOPEWELL 30.
NORTH CENTRAL ASSN
BEE BRANCH 541.50
BOTKINBURG 151,84
CORINTH
1,683. 16
FRIENDSHIP
LEXINGTON

2,187.65

RUPE|
203.98

SHADY GROVE

1 146.37
BURNT RIDGE 30.00

108
FAIRFIELD BAY 3,333.68

IA MSSN-DISB

ASSOCIATION TOTALS 24,057. 30

WINSLOW 18T

SANG AVENUE

NORTHERST S0 wm‘

WEDINGTON WOODS F

BOSHEN BAPTIST !“88

ASSOCIATION TOTALS  456,687.40 176, 864.57

WHITE RIVER

MORNING STAR 315.00

WHITE RIVER ASSN

ANTIOCH 24.62

BRUNO 219.25

BULL SHOALS 1ST 282,

COTTER 18T 3,831.18

EASTSIDE, MTN HOME 2,324. 16

FLIPPIN 18T 4,827.21

BGASSVILLE 1,621.41

HENDERSON 18T 995.68

L 365,52

LONE 'ROCK 139. 40

MIDWAY 1,225.00

MOUNTAIN HOME 1ST 31,889.59

NORFORK 18T 300.00
BROVE, INACTIVE

PILGRIMS REST 550. 00 s52. 12

PYATT 2,253.53 1,340.55

REA VALLEY 617.82 83a.

SUMMIT. 604.00

TOMAHAWK 1,429.24

WHITEVILLE 1,077.87

YELLVILL 11,337.66

BIG FLAT MISSION 37

HILL TOP 462.70

PEEL. 1,224.67

EAST OAKLAND

MOUNTAIN HOME BAPT 6,486. 30 2,102.81
1EL 155,73 30.00

ASSOCIATION TOTALS

GARLAND COUNTY
CEDAR GLADES

Emm.. HOT SPRING
FAIRDALE

BRAND AVE, HOT SPGS
L

HARVEY!
JESSIEVILLE
8T, HOT SPGS
REEK

nnunmxn mr& 18T

MOUNTRIN VALLEY
lx PLACE

lsl: n HEIGHTS

VISTA HEIGHTS
GARLAND COUNTY ASSN

ASSOCIATION TOTALS
MISCELLANEOUS

GRAND TOTALS

155,710.76

574.76
2,944. 19
4,371.21

500, 00
14,843, 74
48

96, 750. 04
1,454.05

12,008,823.85

59,101.25

2,815.28
. 00

2,211.83
1,106.67
8,394.52

26,574. 66
66,145.17

4,385,935.92
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o aveeNEE
SBC Standstill

by Jim Lowry
Baptist Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—Southern Baptist
growth virtually ground to a halt in

“‘Reporting procedures used by one state
convention for church training resulted in
inflated figures for 1986. Had this not oc-
curred, the change for church training

Sunday school, the d ion's
largest program, registered a change of 0.0
percent, with a small actual loss in ongo-

ing enrollment of 1,867, bringing the total

1986-87 when
reported small changes and some conven-
tionwide statistical areas had gains or totals
smaller than have becn seen in decadcs

The d
tions, Woman's Mlulonary Union and
Brotherhood, are the brightest spots, with
increases of 1.4 and 0.7 percent, respective-
ly, over the previous year's totals. The
Southern Baptist Convention fiscal year
runs from Oct. 1 to the following Sept. 30;
the new statistics reflect the year ending
Sept. 30, 1987.

Church membership, which has shown
annual increases since 1926, recorded a
gain of 109,203, or 0.7 percent, to reach
a new total of 14,727,770, as compared to
the 1986 total of 14,618,567.

The increase in church membership,
however, is the lowest number by which
Southern Baptists have grown since 1936,
when the denomination gained almost
93,000 new members.

The number of churches in the conven-
tion increased by 170, or 0.5 percent, to
a new total of 37,286. Except for 1985-86's
smaller increase because of the loss of 40
Southern Baptist-affiliated churches in
Canada, the 1986-87 total was the smallest
increase in nine years.

Baptisms in Southern Baptist churches,
down by 6.8 percent, or 24,629, totaled
338,495. Except for the baptisms total of
336,050 in 1977-78, the new baptisms total
is the lowest for the convention since 1949.
The all-time high for baptisms in the SBC
was 445,725 in 1972.

The 1985-86 baptism total registered an
increase over the previous total, but it had
been preceded by three consecutive
decreases. More than 7,000 churches did
not report a baptism on their Uniform
Church Letter survey forms for the 1986-87
church year.

The denomination’s church music
enrollment reflected the 22nd consecutive
increase, with a gain of 0.8 percent, or
14,202, to a new total of 1,738,294. It
followed an increase of 2.8 percent, or
more than 46,000 participants.

The enrollment increase for Woman's
Missionary Union of 1.4 percent, or 16,512,
is the second consccullvc incrcasc, bring-
ing that progr to
1,197, 479. WMU cnmllmcnt has gone up
more than 30,000 in the last two years.

Brotherhood, with an increase of 3,783,
or 0.7 percent, reached a new total of
572,987. This increase follows an 0.8 per-
cent loss.

February 18, 1988

11 to 7,942,106. It marks the se-
cond consecutive loss for the denomina-
tion's Bible study program, after posting
annual gains from 1980 through 1985.

Enrollment in church training also

1l in the SBC in 1987 would like-
Iy have been positive.”

Total receipts in Southern Baptist chur-
ches increased by 4.3 percent, or
$176,109,005, to a new total of
$4,293,683,245. The increase in total
dollars given in Southern Baptist churches
is 1.7 percentage points less than the
pn:vlous year's gzln of 6.0 percent.

registered a change of 0.0 percent, b

of a small actual loss of 408, bringing the
total enroliment to 1,953,937. This follows
three years of small declines, which were
preceded by four consecutive increases.
According to Martin Bradley, director of
the research services department at the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board:

which are includ-
ed as part of total receipts, went up by 4.3
percent, or $27,313,943, to a new high of
$662,691,289. The increase is almost one-
half of a percentage point more than the
previous gain of 4.0 percent.

The report was based on Uniform
Church Letters from 36,674 churches.

Acteens Encounters

for girls in grades 7-12

Featuring
Balloon Launch
Missionaries and MKs
Arkansas Acteens Panel
Centennial Celebration
Studiact Recognition

April 8-9
Southern Baptist College
Walnut Ridge
Guest: Karen Simons, WMU, SBC

April 15-16
Ouachita Baptist University
Arkadelphia
Guest: Mildred McWhorter, Texas

Sessions run Friday, 7 p.m. - Saturday noon.
Registration begins at 6 p.m. Friday. Cost: $4 per pe
Contact WMU Office, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203.

er Tson.
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HOME MISSIONS EMPHASIS

Easier To Pay Than Go

by Susan Todd
Woman's Missionary Unlon

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.~All Southern Bap-
tists agree that everyone needs Jesus.
Southern Baptists also agree that everyone
needs a church in which to worship.

But Southern Baptists aren't providing a
church for everyone.

That's a problem that concerns home
missionary Tom Blase. ‘‘Everyone believes
we should be involved in missions. But it
is easier to pull out a check for 2 missions
offering than to go personally and be in-
volved,” he said. ‘‘Some churches lack the
priorities. It takes a deeper commitment.”

Jesus gave the mandate for personal in-
volvement in the Great Commission, he
said. The responsibility of sharing Christ
and starting Churches lies with every
church, not a select few, he asserts.

Helping Southern Baptist churches see
and accept this responsibility is what Tom
Blase is all about.

While Blase was a seminary student at
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

BAPTIST
MEN‘S
CONGRESS

Friday, May 20
7:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 21
8:30 p.m.

Parkway Place

Baptist Church
Little Rock

Sponsored by the
Brotherhood Department, ABSC

in Kansas City, Mo., he pastored an inner-
city church. ‘It was during that time, see-
ing the needs of the the inner city, that I
saw the differences in people,” he said. He
realized that, despite their differences, they
each'needed Jesus.

‘“How we introduce people to Jesus is to
meet them where they are,” Blase said. But
that inner-city church was not meeting
people where they were. The members
weren't reaching into all of the groups of
people within their neighborhood. As the
needs more sharply came into focus, Blase
developed a desire to provide a church for
everyone—from the down-and-outs to the
well-to-do.

The inner city of Kansas City became, for
Blase, a church starting training ground.
That training has equipped him to do what
he does today. He is church extension and
language missions director for the St. Louis
Metro Baptist Association.

‘‘My role is one of a catalyst, a coor-
dinator of beginning new work. I help to
determine where new work is needed (in
the St. Louis area) and then work with
sponsoring churches to help them catch
the vision. Some already have the vision
but just need someone to help it become
reality.””

Making visions become reality is Blase’s
specialty. He has personally had a part in
starting 10 new works in St. Louis during
his four years with the association. Each
group is in varying stages of development,
from Bible studies to chapels to full-fledged
churches.

Each new work begins as a Bible study.
As its members grow and mature in the
Christian faith, many of these groups even-
tually become churches.

Even though Blase speaks only English,
he has worked with groups of Chinese,
Koreans, Laotians, Spanish, Vietnamese,
Cambodians, Japanese, American Indians,
Arabs and the deaf.

According to Blase, language is not the
only barrier which must be overcome.

Planning for outreach.

Many times, a need is identified, but he is
unable to find a church willing to sponsor
a mission.

But frustrations reach beyond finding
sponsoring churches, according to Blase.
“‘One of the biggest (frustrations) is (know-
ing) God’s timing. We can strategize on
paper, but if it is not in God’s time, it is not
going to work."”

Starting churches can be draining when
things don't fall into place easily, Blase said.
But as the responsibilities are spread among
several people, the job becomes easier.
““The key is getting the laity involved.”

Those efforts work more smoothly
when partnerships are established, Blase
said. ""The idea is that we don't start new
churches at the expense of existing works.”
Churches working together can ac-
complish the task, he said.

‘‘My prayer is that more churches would
catch a vision to start new congregations
— be it Anglo, black, whatever. I believe
that just as we as Christians are called to
multiply, churches are called to multiply.”

A Church for Everyone

Week of Prayer for
Home Missions

March 6-13, 1988

Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering National Goal
$37.5 million
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HOME MISSIONS EMPHASIS

Mlssmns Tug-of-War

by Marv Knox
Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala—Competing forces
yank Southern Baptists’ pocketbooks back
and forth in a tug-of-war over money for
missions.

Their prize is the lifeline of Southern
Baptist endeavor: the conventionwide
Cooperative Program budget, which sup-
ports evangelistic, missionary and educa-
tional ministries around the globe; and the
special offerings, which supplement state,
national and foreign missions efforts.

Observers describe a full roster of forces
on either side of the struggle. Positive in-
fluences have brought missions giving to
record lengths. But negative factors have
kept it from advancing further and threaten
to pull it back.

Southern Baptists contributed a record
$130.3 million to the Cooperative Program
during the past fiscal year. The Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for home missions

and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for’

foreign missions also set records in the past
year. Obviously, Baptists are doing some
things right.

Among factors that positively affect mis-
sions giving are:

—Missions priority. ‘“‘There is the
prevailing desire for us to find renewal of
our missions priority and get on with it,"”
says Cecil A. Ray, national director of
Planned Growth in Giving, the denomina-
tion's stewardship and discipleship
campaign.

— Evangelistic emphasis. ‘‘Southern
Baptists always are anxious to support any
effort to reach people for Christ and to
establish churches. People see the need of
establishing churches as a priority,” reports
Larry L. Lewis, president of the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board. “‘Everywhere
I've gone and talked to people about
church planting—our goal is 50,000 chur-
ches (an increase of 13,000) by the year
2000—they’re excited and want to be a
part of that.”

— Cooperative attitude. Southern Bap-
tists embrace “‘a total concept of missions,”
explains Dan C. Stringer, executive
director-treasurer of the Florida Baptist
Convention. ‘‘Baptists are committed to
giving to ministries in their church,
association, state, the nation and around
the world, all at the same time. We know
we can accomplish things together we
could not do singly.”

— Personal involvement. ‘‘Recently, a
whole slew of people have been involved
in volunteer missions — about 52,000 last
year,” notes James H. Smith, presid of

mission. *“When people go away and par-
ticipate in missions situations, they come
back with a whole different perspective,
and it is their churches that support mis-
sions. This crest of the wave today has
done more positively for us than anything
else’”

— Sacrificial spirit. ‘'Southern Baptists
are willing to make major sacrifices if they
know the money is going to be used to
reach people for Christ in 2 meaningful and
effective way,”” adds Lewis. “'If they know
we're going to give every attention we can
to establishing 1,500 new church starts
every year, they will give sacrificially.”’

— Supportive programs. Woman'’s Mis-
sionary Union and Brotherhood, Southern
Baptists’ missions education and action
programs for women and men, have kept
Baptists informed and inspired about mis-
sions, motivating them to support the
cause, Lewis says.

Nevertheless, the boundaries of mission
support are not limitless. The Cooperative
Program and the Annie Armstrong and Lot-
tie Moon offerings have not met their goals
in recent years. Some state Baptist conven-
tions are holding the line on their budgets.
Scores of domestic and overseas missions
priorities go unmet.

Among factors that negatively affect mis-
sions giving are:

— Economic crisis. ““The economy

missions giving, Stringer adds, citing a
“‘steady decline in the percentage of the
church dollar going to mission nceds.'"
*‘Missions giving always has comipetitors
in the church budget: larger staffs, larger

gs, more
he says.

That's what Ray calls ‘‘church localism
versus church globalism,” or the tenden-
cy to “'build a local empire without a global
emphasis and reponsibility.”"

And while local needs are vital, churches
have a mandate to look beyond themselves,
Lewis says. He thinks each Southern Bap-
tist church should give a minimum of 10
pcxcem of its budget to the Cooperative

the o
and “think in terms of reproducing itself”’
by helping to start another church.
(continued p. 18)
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Classifieds

For Sale—Organ, Allen MDC Classic 20,
with full pedals. Call 501-935-4802 after 6
pm or anytime weekends. 2ne

For Sale—15 passenger 1984 Ford van,
approximately 75,000 miles, $7,960.
246-4531, ext. 181. 228

Sales Position—Champion Bus distributor
seeking semi-retired, sales-oriented profes-
sional to market bus line on a commission
basis to churches and

definitely has had an impact on
support the past few years. You can't deny
that,’ Smith reflects. Reports from state
Baptist conventions support that claim.

— State spending. Although some state
conventions have sought to increase the
percentage of their receipts that go to na-
tional and worldwide mission causes,
others have had to freeze or cut back their
SBC Cooperative Program allocations.

““I regret that because of the financial
crisis some states have had to go
backward,”’ says Lewis. ‘‘Every state should
have a goal of moving to at least a 50-50
percentage distribution (between state and
conventionwide causes). When the
Cooperative Program was first im-
plemented, that was the thought, that
funds would be divided evenly between
state and worldwide causes.”

Stringer agrees, noting strong state sup-
port of the Cooperative Program *‘is keep-
ing faith with the people. Most Southern
Baptists think of missionaries when they
think of missions giving. If we do not keep
faith with them, we have violated their
trust.”

— Church priorities. The state conven-
tions’ cc nt to giving is in-

the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Com-

February 18, 1988

sufficient if churches do not also support

Forward resume to: Mike Preston, Ameri-
can TransCoach, Inc., 1606 W. Ausﬂn.
Sanger, TX 76266.

Tour—China and Hong Kong tour with
fellow Christians: July 20 - Aug. 3. For
brochure: Dr. Robert Atkins, Southwest
Baptist University, Bolivar, MO 65613;
417-326-5281 or 326-3102. 2118

For Sale—1975 Ford 41-passenger bus,
air conditioned, 45,000 miles. If interested,
please call Eudora Baptist Church, Eudora,
Ark., 501-355-4691, and make an offer.ss

ads be o the ABN of-
fice no less than 10 days prior to the date
A or money proper amount,

igun P
sertions of the same ad must be paid for in advance. The
AABN reserves the right to reject any ad because of unsultable
subject matter. Classified ads will be inserted on a

mmmmwnmu

U 2 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches, (501) 2684490, 1500 E. Racs,
Searcy 72143. Larry Carson, owner
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AT RIDGECREST

Focus on Interpretation

by David R. Wilkinson
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—After a decade of
controversy that often has focused on what
the Bible is, Southern Baptists will gather
in North Carolina in April to discuss what
the Bible says.

The Conference on Biblical Interpreta-
tion, to be held April 25-27 at Ridgecrest
(N.C.) Baptist Conference Center, is the se-
cond of three national conferences conven-
ed by the presidents of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention’s six seminaries. Last year’s
Conference on Biblical Inerrancy, also held
at Ridgecrest, attracted a capacity crowd of
more than 1,000 participants.

The conferences were proposed by the
seminary presidents in their 1986 *Glorieta
Statement'’ to'the SBC Peace Committee as

one means to help resolve the d -

dresses. Packer, a keynote speaker at last
year's conference, will deal with issues of
biblical interpretation in three areas — crea-
tion, women in ministry and eschatology.
Two of his addresses will be followed by
responses from two Southern Baptist
leaders representing differing perspectives
on the subject.

Joining Packer as major speakers will be
Robert Johnston, dean, North Park College
and Theological Seminary, Chicago; Walter
Kaiser, dean and professor of Old Testa-
ment, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School,
Deerfield, Ill.; and Grant Osborne, pro-
fessor of New Testament, Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School.

In the conference’s final session, all four
speakers will participate in a panel discus-
sion moderated by John Newport, vice

id academic affairs at

tion’s ongoing political and theological
controversy.

Dates for the 1988 meeting, originally
scheduled for May, were moved to April to
provide for more accommodations at the
conference center. Sessions begin Monday

g an lude Wednesday night.

AS with the 1987 conference, the
seminary presidents have gone outside the
denomination to invite as major speakers
scholars from the nation’s conservative
evangelical community.

J.1. Packer, professor of historical and
systematic theology at Regent College in
Vancouver, Canada, will deliver three ad-

Southwestern
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.

One of the six seminary presidents will
preside at each session.

Conference rates per person are
$154kingle, $114.25/double, $106/triple
and $101.95/four. Cost includes three
night’s lodging, all meals and conference
fees.

A deposit of $38.50 should be sent to
Conference on Biblical Interpretation;

8¢ Baptist Confe e Center, Box
128, Ridgecrest, NC 28770.

The final conference in 1989 will deal

with the theme of biblical imperatives.

pr for
Baptist Theological

Park Hill Church
North Little Rock

Kenya in the Pan African Games.

501-376-4791.

Missionary Speaker: Terry Ridenour
Coach of the national basketball team to represent

For further, information or to enter, contact:
Dr. Glendon Grober, ABSC Brotherhood Dept.,

High School
Baptist Young Men

State Basketball Tournament
March 11-12

Immanuel Church
Little Rock
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Tug-of-War

(continued from p. 17)

— Yuppie decision-makers. ‘‘Bottom-
line people who make quick decisions’
hurt missions giving, Stringer claims.
““They want an immediate response, an im-
mediate return on their investment’' and
are blinded by dollar signs, unable to see
the spiritual rewards of missions.

— Provincial pastors. “‘I'm a preacher by
calling and profession, but the major
obstacle we have in supporting missions is
our pastors,”’ Smith says. ‘‘They can talk
about being missions-minded, but most of
them are not, and this is reflected in the
way their churches give to missions.”

— Blind ignorance. Southern Baptists
have an “‘uninformed and uneducated con-
stituency,”’ Ray says. ‘‘That ignorance level
is catching up with us. What Baptists don't
know about missions is hurting us.”

A major factor in this is ‘‘the diminishing
role allowed to Woman'’s Missionary Union
in most of our churches,” he suggests.
““They have been the best voice in support
of missions. Most missionaries grew out o
our missi program. But increasingly
we're giving this group a secondary role,
and that is ominous."”

A corollary of this idea is that Southern
Baptists now have a generation of church
leaders who ‘*have not been trained about
cooperative missions,” Stringer adds. ‘‘We
have failed to communicate the evangelistic
aspect of the Cooperative Program,’” he
concedes.

Translated into raw figures, that means
only about 16 percent of Southern Baptist
churches have organized, planned pro-
grams for stewardship enlistment, or the
commitment of financial resources to mis-
sions causes, Ray reports. That leaves more
than 80 percent of churches casting about
with no plan for training their members
and equipping them to support missions.

Regardless of the obstacles, the missions
endeavor is worth Southern Baptists’ con-
tinued support, missions leaders say.

‘‘Meeting the challenge of Bold Mission
Thrust is a costly goal,”” admits Carolyn
Weatherford, national executive director of
‘Woman's Missionary Union. *‘Yet Southern
Baptist sights must remain on its missions
purpose. We can't afford to be sidetracked
from missions. Nothing can take
precedence if we are to reach every per-
son with the gospel message."”

Lewis agrees, noting he has found
Southern Baptists to be excited about the
emphasis on starting new churches and
telling people about Jesus. ‘‘Now, if we can
put all this other behind us and concentrate
on reaching this nation for Christ, we'll
have the greatest days we've ever enjoyed
in Baptist life”

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



RELEASED TIME

Another Option

by Kathy Palen
Baptist Jolnt Committee on Public Affalrs

WASHINGTON (BP)—It's Tuesday after-
noon and 12 third graders leave their public
school classroom. They scurry across the
school playground, cross a side street and
climb the steps of a van that has been con-
verted into a mobile classroom.

There they greet their teacher and spend
the rest of the allotted school period stu-
dying a unit on caring for God’s world.
When the period is over, the children
return to their regular classroom and
resume their studies.

Those third graders,
like other public school
students throughout the
nation, receive religious
instruction each week
through a program known
as released time.

The constitutionality of
such programs was
upheld by the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1952,
when it held in Zorach v.
Clauson that schools may
release students for off-
campus religious instruc-
tion. In an earlier deci-
sion, the high court had
held such religious in-
struction could not be
held on public school pro-
perty. Although the
Zorach decision allows
school administrations to grant released
time, it does not require them to do so.

While no exact figures are available, it is
estimated released time classes are held in
about 3,000 of the 16,000 school districts
in the United States. Although some states
have laws requiring public schools to allow
students to participate in released time pro-
grams, most states leave the decision up to
the local school administration.

Organizations sponsoring released time
programs ask schools to’ allow students
who present signed parental permission
forms to be released for a short period of
time on a regular basis to receive religious
instruction at an off-campus site. The spon-
sors are responsible for obtaining parental
permission, transporting students to and
from off-campus sites, selecting cur-
riculum, and providing teachers and need-
ed supplies.

A sponsoring organization may not ask
the school to pass out permission forms,
announce or otherwise promote the pro-
gram, or give credits for the classes. Legally,
a school's only role is to allow the students
to leave campus without penalty and to ar-
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range classwork schedules so as to accom-
modate the release.

According to a report by Ruth Correll,
who conducted a study of released time
programs in conjunction with doctoral
work at New York University:

— Most released time classes were begun
by a group of pastors and/or laypersons.
Programs are sponsored by Protestant,
Catholic and Jewish groups.

— Funding for released time programs
comes froni church budgets, individual
donations, fund drives, and tuition and

Released time provides an avenue for religious instruction.

registration fees.

— Although some programs use pre-
packaged curricula, most programs
develop their own curricula.

— Most released time classes are held for
children at the elementary school level,
with grades three through five the most
popular.

— Parents usually have no relationship
with the programs except to give permis-
sion for their children to attend.

— Released time teachers and staff
members range from part-time volunteers
to full-time professionals.

— The most frequently mentioned ad-
vantage of released time is the availability
of large numbers of children on a regular
basis for religious education; the main
disadvantages are related to scheduling ade-
quate periods of time and arranging
transportation.

Many of the released time programs in
operation today began before the Supreme
Court’s 1952 Zorach decision. An example
is the Evansville, Ind., Area Council of
Churches’ Weekday Christian Education
program, which is celebrating its 45th

anniversary..

The Evansville weekday program con-
ducts released time classes for third and
fourth graders at 20 elementary schools. It
uses three mobile classrooms and four local
churches to house classes that are held dur-
ing the regular school day for one class
period each week throughout the school
year.

Terry Heck, secretary of the National
Association for Released Time Christian
Education, pointed to three major advan-
tages of released time programs.

First, she said, about one-half of all
students participating in released time pro-
grams never set foot inside a church. ‘‘For
these children,” Heck said, ‘‘God is the
released time teacher. We
recognize a real hunger in
them to learn about God.”

Second, released time
programs undergird the
morals, values and
discipline students learn
in public schools, said
Heck, who directs releas-
ed time programs for the
Cincinnati Council of
Christian Communions.

Third, she explained,
such programs give
students the opportunity
to talk about God with
their schoolmates, who
are usually their best
friends.

Although Heck said the
advantages of released
time programs outweigh
the disadvantages, she did
mention such drawbacks as problems with
discipline, inadequate time for instruction,
and lack of follow-up in homes and
communities.

Heck offered advice for interested chur-
ches or other organizations:

— Make sure the program is legal.
Remember that the sponsor, not the
school, has to do the work.

— Build relationships with the schools
and school boards. Few states require
schools to release students.

— Develop a broad-based support group
for the program. Programs that appeal to
a wide range of church affiliations are
preferable.

— Do not make students who do not
participate in the program feel ostracized.

Echoing many of the same recommen-
dations and warnings already cited by
others, Correll concluded her report on
released time by stating: ‘‘The viability of
released time depends on a three-legged
support system of home, church and
school. If respect and acceptance of any
one is lacking, released time is bound to
be slanted or topple.”
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New Plans Proposed

DALLAS (BP)—Annuity Board trustees
unanimously voted in their Feb. 1-2
meeting to ask the Southern Baptist Con-

and its ve C i for
appmval to dcvelop new property and
progr and new

retirement plans.

If the pmpouls are approved, the Annui-
ty Board expects to begin offering new in-
surance programs including church-owned
property coverage, general liability,
workers' compensation, bus liability, day-
care liability and minister’s malpractice
insurance.

Also, if approved, the proposals would
allow the Annuity Board to offer retirement
plans under ‘‘tax-qualified’’ plans rather
than ‘“‘not for profit'"’ plans.

The

Southern Baptist Convention approval
since it requires a change in the board’s

The 1 is ex-
pecud to be acted on durlng the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee’s Feb. 22-24 meeting in
Nashville.

Darold H. Morgan, Annuity Board presi-
dent, told trustees he does not anticipate
any problem with ding the progr:
statement since the SBC Executive Commit-
tee had requested the Annuity Board to
study the program.

In the retirement plan proposal, the An-
nuity Board is seeking approval to charter

Reagan Invited
To San Antonio

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BP)—
President Ronald Reagan has been in-
vited to address messengers to the
1988 annual meeting of the Southern
Baptist Convention June 14-16 in San
Antonio, Texas.

The invitation has been issued by
SBC President Adrian P. ers of
Memphis, Tenn., but the White
House is not expected to respond for
several months. If Reagan does ac-
cept the invitation, he is scheduled
to speak at noon Thursday, June 16.

If the president accepts, the June
meeting will mark the first time
since 1976 that a sitting president of
the United States has addressed the
SBC. At the 1976 annual meeting in
Norfolk, Va., then-President Gerald
R. Ford addressed messengers. In
1982, Vice President George Bush

dd: the annual ing of the
SBC Pastors’ Conference in New
Orleans.

subsidiary corporations which would of-
fer “‘tax qualified’ retirement plans to SBC
institutions. The charter and bylaws cur-
rently permit the board to offer only 403(b)
plans, which are specifically for not for-
profit organizations.

Despite the stock market collapse in Oc-
tober 1987, Treasurer Harold Richardson
reported that all Annuity Board funds end-
ed the year with positive performance.

Investment income totaled $112 million.

The year saw assets rise above $2 billion
for the first time, and $55.8 million in

nt and relief benefits were paid.

Contributions to member accounts rose
from $125.6 million in 1986 to $132.2
million last year.

Swinford Elected

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (BP)—Maurice Swin-
ford has been named the seventh executive
director of the Illinois Baptist State
Association.

Swinford, who has been Illinois church
development division director for nearly
10 years, was elected unanimously Feb. 8
during a special called meeting of the II-
linois association's board of directors.

The new leader succeeds Ernest E.
Mosley, who resigned March 31, 1987, to
become executive vice president of the
Southern Baptist Convention's Executive
Committee.

He and his wife, Charlotte, are the
parents of three adult daughters.

NRB HONOR

Stanley Named
To Hall of Fame

by Stan Hastey
Baptist Press

‘WASHINGTON (BP)—Former Southern
Baptist Convention President Charles E
Stanley was inducted into the National
Religious Broadcasters Hall of Fame during
the organization’s annual meeting in
February.

The 55-year-old pastor of the
11,000-member First Baptist Church of
Atlanta joins earlier honorees Billy
Graham, Pat Robertson, Jerry Falwell,
Charles E. Fuller and Walter A. Maier as
recipients of NRB's highest honor. Presen-
tation of the award was made by NRB Ex-
ecutive Director Ben Armstrong.

Stanley's extensive radio and television
outreach, known as In Touch Ministries, in-
cludes daily radio broadcasts and weekly
telecasts. His “‘In Touch” pro are
heard on 450 radio stations, while the
weekly telecast of the Sunday morning
worship service of First Baptist, Atlanta, is
seen on more than 125 television stations.
The telecast also is beamed worldwide
through the Armed Forces Radio and
Television Network to all U.S. military bases
abroad, U.S. embassies around the world
and American ships at sea.

Additionally, in the United States, the
weekly service is picked up by six cable
satellite networks, making it available to
thousands of communities across the
country.

Tour HL35: Holy Land and Rome,
10 days, March 21.

Tour HA9: Hawail, 8 days, 7
nights, May 18.
Tour HL36 Holy Land, Jordan,

Eggpl days. nal extension
to Switzerland, Austria, Germany,
and Holland, 6 days, June 18.

INSPIRATIONAL TOURS—1988
Personally escorted by Rev. John Adkerson and other experienced hosts

Hosted 56 tours
Tour CHS5: China, Honq Kong, .62 countres Pastors: Let us help plan your per-
Tokyo, 18 days, July 25. Go with experience!  SOnal group. Wholesale/Net rates.

mconucl: Rev. John C. Adkerson

Inc.
14 Mmr& Center East, NE, Sulte 1402
Phone: 404-395-6522 or 800-458-8338

Tour SP2: South Pacific, Austria,
New Zealand, 16 days, optional
extension to Fiji, Sept. 15.

Tour HL37: Holy Land, Jordan, 10
days, op\lonal extension to Egym

Give yourself or someone dear a
Christian excursion this year! Help
send your pastor.

Please send free color twork Travel. |

brochure and details

on Tour Atlanta,
Name

| am Interested in ser- Address

ving as a pastor host

for-Toupio o~ ' 3
Phone
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I L ESSONS FOR LIVING

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

Restoration

by Don Miller, First Church, Trumann
Basic passage: Matthew 18:10-22
Focal passage Matthew 18:10-22

Central truth: Living in harmony with
God and man is of utmost importance.

At first glance one might see three
unrelated passages in today's Scripture. But
their association is more than just casual.
Each passage relates to an aspect of restora-
tion and righteousness.

Matthew 18:10-14 is a parable of the
restoration of a lost sheep. Argument could
be made both directions whether this is an
unsaved person or one who is in a stray-
ing or backslidden state. The real focus is
God’s love and longing for the one who
is separated from him and his joy at their
restoration. He goes to the fullest extent
and effort to bring about or restore a
righteous condition.

Matthew 18:15-20 centers on the restora-
tion of broken/damaged relationships. The
emphasis is on the salvaging and
strengthening of a relationship not expos-
ing the wrong or assigning the fault. The
burden of seeking restoration is given to
the offended not the offender. If this fails
then a small group is to seek the restora-
tion. This ‘‘committee’ should be compos-
ed of wise, respected, and mature believers.
If the wrongdoer still refuses reconcilia-
tion, then the matter is brought to the
church. Then, as a whole, they urge
reconciliation.

If the offender remains hardhearted at
this point he is to be treated as a lost per-
son. He acts like one, so treat him like one.
But how should we treat the lost? With a
Christlike love and a seeking to help them
to hear and respond to the gospel. This

process is never to be done hastily or with'

eagerness. A broken heart and much time
in prayer are vital pre-requisites. Restora-

tion, not punishment or the satisfaction of *

the wronged, is the goal.

In verse 21-22 Peter poses a question.
How often should one seek restoration and
grant forgiveness? Jesus answers, ‘‘Con-
tinually.”

How often we allow little problems to
get out of hand. Our relationship to God
can be measured by our relationship to one
another. If we are not right or seeking to
be right with one another, then we are not
right with God. If you have a problem with
someone, forgive him, and then seek
reconciliation with him and God.

Bible Lesson for

Christiaa Teaching. Uniform Series. Copyright International Coun-
il of Education. Used by permission.
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Sexual Purity

by Earl Humble, First Church, Osceola

When a Family Hurts

by Eddie L. McCord, Independence
A iation DOM

Basicp dus 20:14; h
5:27- 32 1 Thessalonians 4:1- 8; 1 Cor-
inthians 7:1-6

Focal p Exodus 20:i
5:27- 28- 1 Thessalonians 4: :3-7; 1 Cor-
inthians 7:3-5.

Central truth: God's Word takes
seriously the demands of God for a
responsible stewardship of the sex life.

Those who place all Scripture on the
same level of authority for Christian living
have a real problem with sexual purity in
reconciling certam passages in the Old

king, adultery in
both Testaments means violation of mar-
riage vows through illicit sexual activity.
Sex between the unmarried is called
fornication.

(1) The sex life calls for rigid discipline.
In the Old Testament if adultery could be
proved, both parties were to be stoned (Dt.
22:23-29). If fornication could be proved,
the father ryight require the offending male
to marry his daug] or he might d d
money from the offender (Ex. 22:16-17).
Multiple wives were allowed and divorce
was relatively easy for the man (Dt. 24:1-4).

When we come to the New Testament,
the climate of sexual purity is changed.
Here adultery begins with lust rather than
with the overt act. Both premarital and ex-
tramarital usage of sex is condemned (1 Th.
4:3; 1 Co. 7:2).

(2) Sex is one of God's gifts. It is not on-
ly to secure the perpetuation of the of the
race, but also to express and foster love
within marriage (1 Co. 7:1-5). Note that
from Genesis the use of sex was blessed by
God before sin entered the human race.
God is creator, but he has given to men and
women the precious seeds of life. They
become creators in a secondary sense when
their children are born.

(3) Here are some practical guidelines for
Christians. First, in the choice of a mate for
our children, parents have a great respon-
sibility. It is not that we choose who our
children will marry. It is rather that we
should guide our children from childhood
onward in the true appreciation of friend-
ships. We should also guide them when
they begin their dating life. Children should
always be brought into family counseling
in male-female relationships. We must
teach our children the value of prayer in
finding God’s will in this matter.

H

‘This lesson Is based on the Life and Work Curriculum for Southern
Baptst Churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the

Basic passage: Genesis 37:1-36

Focal passage: bcnesls 37:3-8,
13-14,23-27
Central truth: The family must con-

stantly be on guard against dlsmptlvc
influences.

Is your family hurting? If so, it is no ex-
ception. Many families are hurting.

There was trouble in Jacob’s family and
every member contributed to the hurt.
There comes a time when parent and child
must answer the question, “Am I a part of
the problem?”

Some of the nastiest of human passions
were festering in Jacob’s family. What
havoc they wrought! How disruptive they
are in our homes today! They are very easi-
ly detected in today’s Scripture passage.

(1) Tale-bearing (v.2). Joseph is the guil-
ty party here. While it is true that Joseph
was reporting on the undisciplined
behavior of the sons of Bilhah, it is also
true that there are times when it is best for
even the truth to remain unsaid.

(2) Favoritism (v. 3). The favoritism is
Jacob’s. It seems that he has learned
nothing from his experiences as a youth,
when he was his mother’s favorite and Esau
his father’s.

(3) Envy (vv. 4,8,11). The brothers, are
guilty at this point. Jacob’s home was a bit-
ter and unhappy place. His action was most
unwise at this time.

(4) Pride (vv. 5-7, 9). The first reason
for the brother’s hatred and envy was
Joseph'’s evil report, the second reason was
the coat, and now the third reason was his
pride.

(5) Revenge (vv. 23-27). Jacob became
uneasy about the safety of his other sons
and sends Joseph to find them.

Had Jacob known all the details concer-
ning Joseph’s absence, he should not have
been surprised. All the ingredients were
present for severe conflict in his home.

Many homes are about to crumble
because of the presence of disintegrating .
influences.

Are your emotions all mixed up? Do you
find yourself reacting outside your faith?
Do you find yourself doing things you do
not want to do and failing to do things you
really desire to do? When the home hurts
God understands. We must bring our dif-
ficulties to him.

This
Baptist churches, copyright by the Sundsy School Board of the
per
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A Struggle for Identity

by Art Toalston
SBC Foreign Mission Board

JERUSALEM (BP)—Messianic Jews are
battling for their Jewishness.

No longer are they truly Jewish, their
critics claim. The issue is their belief in
Jesus, or Yeshua (ye-SHU-uh), as they call
him in Hebrew.

“‘Any rabbi will tell you there is no room
within traditional Judaism for any such
belief,”’ says Pinhas Peli, a Jerusalem Post
col and p or of Jewish though
and literature-at Ben Gurion University in
Be'er Sheva. “‘Claiming to be both a Jew
and a Messianic believer is a contradiction
in terms and an aberration of Judaism.
Once you leave the Jewish religion or add
to it something which is not genuine, you
stop being a Jew."”

But this small minority—about 3,000 in
a nation of 4.4 million people—is intent on
‘‘remaining Jewish in a meaningful sense,"”
says Baruch Maoz, leader of a Messianic
congregation in the Tel Aviv area. And they
are unwavering in their conviction that
Jewish Scriptures, in Maoz's words, ‘‘find
fulfillment nowhere
else but in Christ as
described in the New
Testament."”

**We live our lives
as Jews in every
sense, except those
that deny Christ,”
Maoz says. He and his
family observe Pass-
over, for example,
because ‘‘it’s part of
our history. I'm glad
that my forefathers
left Egypt. God
brought them out,
and that is something
to celebrate.”

Jewish believers
“‘cannot, in the end,
turn to the rabbis to
find the ultimate definition of being
Jewish,'" says Avner Boskey, one of the
leaders of a Jerusalem congregaticn.
‘‘Rather, we need to turn to Yeshua the
Messiah to do that. The leaven of the
Pharisees that Yeshua talked about is the
same leaven which refused to accept his
divinity and Messiahship, and these peo-
ple ended up writing the Talmud,” ancient
writings interpreting the Jewish Bible.

At least a2 dozen organizations in Israel
are devoted to assailing Messianic Jews.
Several leaders in the best-known group,
Yad U'Achim, refused to be interviewed for
this story. Believers say Yad LAchim
periodically harasses congregational
leaders by gathering information about
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them, often meshing it with falschoods,
and disseminating the mishmash in neigh-
borhoods and to municipal and national
officials.

A poster with a photo of one Messianic
couple and their toddler son warned:
*‘Watch out for these people. They love you
because they want you to love Jesus."” Yad
L'Achim’s tactics also include demonstra-
tions. And some believers claim the group
bugs telephones, opens mail and breaks in-
to homes.

Another antagonist is Shmuel Golding,
known for various booklets, cassette tapes
and weekly debates at his Jerusalem In-
stitute of Biblical Polemics that target some
180 New Testament fulfillments of Old
Testament prophecy. Golding’s skepticism,
believers counter, could be equally destruc-
tive if applied to Jewish Scriptures.

Golding also offers training for dissuad-
ing young Messianic Jews, and ‘‘counsel-
ors’’ now are in place in several countries.
In his own counseling, Golding claims a
75-percent rate of Messianic Jews ‘‘coming
back to their Jewish roots."

(8P) photo / Joanna Pinneo
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Messianic Jews: being Jewish, belleving in Jesus.

Antagonists often label Messianics as mis-
sionaries, which in Israel is “‘only slightly
more positive than being called a child
molester,’ one believer says. The term has
been twisted to mean ‘‘a soul robber,’ one
seeking to ‘‘steal Jews away from their
heritage” or ‘‘make Jews into Gentiles,"”
believers say.

Messianic Jews face an even more intense
challenge from ultra-Orthodox or Hasidic
Jews, also known as blacks because of the
black hats and coats the men wear. They
comprise only 5 percent to 7 percent of the
population, yet wield a disproportionate
amount of clout because they are wooed
by Israel’s two major political parties. Far
more vehemently than mainline Ortho-

doxy, they oppose the Messianic movement
—and any other departure from rigorous
Judaism.

Ultra-Orthodox Jews hurled stones into
2 Tiberias congregation’s worship services
during a six-month period in 1985. On
several occasions, believers have been
roughed up. Newspapers, fearing Hasidic
protests, will not accept Messianic adver-
tisements, a congregational leader says.

And Ultra-Orthodox Jews often pressure
local officials to use zoning regulations
against Messianic congregations. A con-
gregation near Tel Aviv struggled more than
two years to reverse a municipal injunction
against meetings in a building they were
renting. No injunctions were placed against
nearby synagogues.

The blacks especially are hostile toward
Messianics because believers do not give
the credence to their religious authority
that many other Jews do, Sorko-Ram
believes. *‘That’s the same problem as in
the first century,”” he adds, when believers
chose Yeshua as their authority.

Despite broad guarantees of religious
freedoms, the evangelism is another mat-
ter, Peli says. Evangelizing Jews is ‘‘chutz-
pah. . . something which is not acceptable
in any way.” To anyone wanting to carry
the gospel to the Jews, he admonishes:
‘‘Hands off. Not now. You want to talk to
us, give us another hundred years, another
50 years. Let's heal the wounds still bleed-
ing from the Holocaust. We lost a third of
our people,’” 6 million Jews to Nazi exter-
minators. ‘‘Every Jew is important to us."

Peli acknowledges a religious void in
Israel, but urges, ‘If you want to be a true
friend of Israel. . . if you want to help peo-
ple who are looking for spirituality, help
them find it within their own religion."”

Nor are Messianic Jews open-minded
when it comes to pleas to refrain from
evangelizing. *“We do not have the right to
compromise on. . . the Great Commission
which the Jewish Messiah gave to us in Mat-
thew 28, Boskey says. The Apostle Paul
in Romans 1 said the gospel should go *‘to
the Jew first,”" he says. And the Apostle
Peter in Acts 4 told Jews “‘there is no other
name under heaven’" for salvation. To fail
to take the gospel to the Jews would be the
‘“‘Great Omission,”’ Boskey says.

Some Messianic believers have begun
moving beyond one-on-one evangelism in
recent years. ‘‘We're no longer satisfied
with one here and one there,” says Ya'akov
Damkani of Jaffa, one of three full-time
evangelists spearheading the use of tracts
to reach the masses. ‘‘The prophets were
never satisfied with one here and one
there,” nor were the apostles, he says. “All
the nation is familiar with the Christiani-
ty of the pope, the crusaders, the inquisi-
tions. We just need to plow the heart of the
nation."
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Miquel Paiva reads a Scripture p
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A Thriving Church

Brazilian Pastor Cites Sacrifice, Commitment

by Frank Wm. White
SBC Foreign Mission Board

BARRA DO CORDA, Brazil (BP)—
Although a Baptist missionary first gave ac-
cess to a Bible to the people of Barra Do
Corda about 100 years ago, the city was
without a Baptist church until two years
ago.

Now a church on a busy street corner in
the Equatorial Brazil city of 50,000 is thriv-
ing with a Baptist pastor and a layman who
have made personal sacrifices to reach the
community.

Miquel Paiva became pastor of the
church in December 1987 but already has
goals to more than double the membership
of 30 and develop a trained evangelistic
force with the Sunday school.

He baptized 10 new members during his
first month as pastor and hopes to have 40
new members within a year. Training ses-
sions in the coming year for Sunday school
workers will be a priority ‘“‘because I feel
Sunday school is the basis of the
evangelism work we will do,”’ Paiva said.

His previous church, about 150 miles
from Barra Do Corda, had eight members
when he arrived two years ago and had
grown to 60 members when he left.

Paiva’s involvement with evangelism and
missions began years ago. Instead of a
honeymoon, he and his wife, Annarita,
spent 28 days on an evangelism tour of
remote interior areas.

Annarita's involvement in Barra Do Cor-
da includes plans of filling the church on
weekdays with 30 to 40 students learning
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“basic alphabet.”” The school will provide
basic reading skills for children and
outreach possibilities for the church, she
said.

The pastor and his family live in the back
of the church which originally was a
spiritist hospital. The hospital g was
purchased for $5,200, a bargain that has
allowed the church to establish a work
much more rapidly than would have been
possible otherwise, said Warren Rose, a
Southern Baptist missionary who has
assisted the church.

The church also has played a role in
bringing a much-needed addition to pro-
fessional medical services for Barra Do
Corda. Jarbas Moraes, a Baptist layman and
physician, moved his medical practice to
the city from Sao Luis because he felt God
wanted him to serve there.

Although he earned more money in Sao
Luis, “‘leaving the comfort of the city to go
to the interior was a step I was willing to
take, he said. *“The medical need and the
Baptist work were things God had put
together for me to be involved in here.”

Moraes plans to start a Sunday school
class for young people and has involved the
pastor as a chaplain at the hospital.

‘“‘He'll attend to their physical needs and
I'll attend to their spiritual needs,” Paiva
said.

The church’s leadership has the benefit
of groundwork laid by Brazilian and
Southern Baptist mission efforts.

Baptists from Sao Luis, the state capital
about 250 miles away, did a survey of Barra

Do Corda in 1985. Six months later, the
state convention, the Brazilian Home Mis-
sion Board and First Baptist Church in Im-
paratrix, a city across the state, purchased
the building and a Brazilian home mis-
sionary moved to the town to begin the
work.

The missionary had nine converts when
an Arkansas partnership mission team ar-
rived three months later. There were 25
new Baptists in the community when the
Arkansas group left.

Students from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas,
and other Arkansas mission teams have
returned to Barra Do Corda several times,
according to Rose.

The team visits were part of an effort by
Rose and Don McNeil, a Southern Baptist
missionary who is state convention ex-
ecutive director, to target Barra Do Corda
for priority work.

As an evangelist pilot, Rose is a crucial
link with Barra Do Corda. With his single-
engine, seven-passenger plane, he takes
mission teams and others to the communi-
ty on the eastern rim of the Amazon basin
in less than an hour rather than the 12-hour
trip by road from Sao Luis.

The Baptists who helped establish the
church apparently were received more
warmly than the first missionary 100 years
ago. Residents say that missionary fled the
town after Catholic leaders threatened his
life. Now, it seems Baptists are accepted
and are in the 150-year-old city to stay.

(BP) photo / Jim Veneman
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Pastor Miquel Paiva talks with Nadir
Rodrgues, who earlier bad visited the Bap-

tist church in Barra Do Corda.
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident households. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of $5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.

Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.48
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

ges of add by indi
may be made with the above form.
When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.
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‘Miracle Child’

by Eric Miller
Foreign Mission Board

RECIFE, Brazil (BP)—Brazilians' reac-
tions to a Southern Baptist missionary child
with no hands or feet have ranged from
fear to fascination. But often the en-
counters allow his parents to present
Christ's message of love.

Philip Newberry, 3, the son of mis-
sionaries Randy and Jan Newberry, has
been called the “miracle child.”" After much
prayer, he recovered from severe meningitis
that had caused portions of his arms and
legs to be amputated after gangrene set in.
Later, he was fitted with prostheses.

The Newberry family was on furlough
when Philip got sick in April 1986. Philip,
his parents, and their other children, Joey
and Amy, returned to Brazil about a year
ago.

““It's quite an experience to be on the
streets with Philip because people really
stare,”” his father says. *‘Everywhere we go,
people say, ‘Was he born that way or did
he have an accident?'"

The Newberrys were walking through a
market in Sao Paulo, Brazil, one day when
Philip noticed a beggar with a tin can.

“All of a sudden, Philip said, ‘Daddy,
look, that man doesn’t have any feet!” It
didn’t dawn on Philip that he didn't
cither,” Newberry says.

Philip walked over and talked to the beg-
gar, who was sitting in the street. ‘It was
like there was a bond there’ says his
mother. The beggar asked how Philip had
lost his legs. He was “very excited to see
that Philip could walk with his prostheses
because this man didn’t have any.”

. They talked with the beggar a few times,
telling him how God had spared Philip and
that ““God has a plan for Philip’s life and
for every life, this man’s life too,” Mrs.
Newberry says.

With Brazilians ‘‘always asking'' about
Philip, the Newberrys have encountered
others with problems. ‘“We were able to
minister to one lady who had a little boy
who had some mental problems,”’ Mrs.
Newberry says. ‘‘Her husband had
separated (left her) because of the problems
with the child.”

In another case, a woman begging on the
street approached the Newberrys with her
hand extended. When she discovered
Philip’s lack of hands, she was ashamed of
herself and turned away.

Philip’s preschool classmates have mix-
ed reactions to him. ‘‘Sometimes they are
afraid of him; he looks different,”” says his
mother.

Other children want to help him all the
time, she adds. They bring toys to him. A

girl had a piece of candy for him, and in-
stead of handing it to him, she put it in his
mouth. However, Philip is able to play with
toys and eat with no assistance.

*‘There are some who see absolutely no
difference in Philip,’ Mrs. Newberry ex-
plains. *‘One little boy told him one day,
‘I can run faster than you can.’ The child
spoke to him like he would anybody else.”

Philip had a slight setback when the
Newberrys first returned to Brazil. He frac-
tured a leg while kicking a soccer ball with
his father.

He still was wearing a cast when the
Newberrys transferred from Sao Paulo to
Recife so that Newberry could teach in
Baptist Theological Seminary. The
preschool administrator would not allow
Philip to enroll in the school at first. She
assumed meningitis had caused brain
damage and Philip would be too uncoor-
dinated to function well and wouldn't fit
in because he didn't speak Portuguese.

But when she learned he'd been playing
soccer and found him to be outgoing, she
was willing to give him a try. '

*‘She wanted to give Philip the chance
to prove that he could function with other
children in a regular school situation,” Mrs,
Newberry says. ‘‘She also wanted her
students to realize that just because so-
meone is different, he is no less a person—
that someone with physical difficulties can
still lead a normal life.”

Flood Relief

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—About 600
families who were left homeless by a flood
in Brazil’s Rio de Janeiro state will receive
food and supplies from Southern Baptist
missionaries.

The Foreign Mission Board sent about
$60,000 in hunger and general relief funds
Feb. 8 to missionary Gregory Deering, who
is coordinating relief efforts, said Bill
Damon, associate area director for Brazil.
With the $60,000, missionaries will buy
and distribute a one-month supply of food,
as well as blankets, mattresses, cleaning
supplies and health kits to ward off
diseases.

They also will be looking for ways to
comfort the people and present the gospel
of Christ.

Five days of heavy rains in early February
caused floods and mud slides that killed at
least 85, injured 200 and left 4,800
homeless, according to wire reports. For-
ty building: llapsed in Petropolis, a
mountain resort north of Rio de Janeiro
city.
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