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committed to the vision of a university
which is Christ centered above all other
considerations,'said Sutton."At firsthand,
he has earned the confidence and sup-
port of Dr. Elrod, the Board of Trustees
and supporters of Quachita who know
well his talents and the depth of his com-
mitment. No one knows the University
better not has a better understanding of
its mission as a Baptist institution than
Dr. Westmoreland. We could not find a
personanywhere in the world so uniquely
prepared to serve as Quachita’s president
at this time."

Citing the opportunity to learn his
craft from two of Quachita’s strongest
presidents, Elrod and Dr. Daniel R. Grant

whose academic field is political science,
plans to teach one course each semester.
This spring he is teaching a section of
American National Government.

Westmoreland has worked closely
with Elrod and board members in the
past two years to strengthen a strained
relationship with the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention. Westmoreland said
he believes the future of Quachita’s asso-
ciation with the ABSC is bright.

"The mutual advantages and the his-
torical association can only lead to coop-
eration,' Westmoreland said. "We will be
known by the fruit we produce, and our
relationship will be built on trust. That is
as it should be.'

ties for children of Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries. More than 80 "missionary kids"
from around the world made their home
at Quachita this fall.

"These 10yearshave been very happy
ones for the Elrods, and we are delighted
with what has been accomplished,' Elrod
said. "Tam looking forward to having less
responsibility, but staying connected to
Ouachita.’

Elrod told the executive committee
of the board several months ago that he
was ready for a change. He was pleased
when the committee, which served as a
search committee, suggested
Westmoreland, whag had served under
him as assistant to the president, vice

(president from 1970-
1988), Westmoreland wel-
comed the challenge of
leading the institution.
"This is an honor
greater than any I could
ever know, and I pledge to
you that you will always
find my heartin the center
of the life of this campus,'
Westmoreland said. "I'm
embarkingonwhat I know

will be a great adventure,
and I am thrilled with the

"No one knows the University better
nor has a better understanding of its
mission as a Baptist institution than
Dr. Westmoreland. We could not find
a person anywhere in the world so
uniquely prepared to serve as
Ouachita’s president at this time."

William H. "Buddy"” Sutton
Chairman, Board of Trustees

president for develop-
ment and executive vice
president.

T feel very comfort-
able with the fact that
Andy Westmoreland was
chosen to succeed me in
thepresidency,' Elrod said.
'l have every confidence
that he will do a superb
joband that Quachita will
continue on the path of
progress.'

Elrod also served as

prospect of addressing the opportunities
that await us."

Westmoreland said he plans no ma-
jor changesimmediately, but will base his
administration on the fulfillment of five
major goals:

‘Develop, retain and recruit faculty
members who are at the top of their
disciplines and are models of Christian
life

-Foster a strong spirit of responsibil-
ity among students

‘Maintain and develop a clear sense
of community on campus

‘Strengthen relationswith the South-
ern Baptist churches of the state and
region

‘Build a substantial endowment

With a varied administrative back-
ground at Quachita and strong relation-
ships with Arkansas DBaptists,
Westmoreland is in a unique position to
see the needs and opportunities of the
University, Sutton said. Westmoreland,

Elrod’s tenure as president was
marked by strong growth in student en-
rollment and financial support for the
institution. During the Elrod presidency,
student enrollment increased from just
under 1200 to more than 1600, market
value of Quachita’sendowmentincreased
from less than $13 million to $29 million,
the percentage of alumni giving to the
University rose from less than 10 percent
to 32 percent, and the campus received a
major facelift with the construction of
five major buildings and the renovation
of several others.

Elrod was instrumental in the devel-
opment of an international emphasis at
Ouachita. The Daniel R. Grant Interna-
tional Studies Program was enlarged to
include active exchange/study opportu-
nities in 12 nations, and the number of
native internationals on campus multi-
plied seven times. Quachita also became
the favorite college choice among the 53
Southern Baptist colleges and universi-

president of Georgetown College in Ken-
tucky and Oakland City College in Indi-
ana. He was vice president for develop-
ment at Quachita for 13 years under the
presidencies of Dr. Ralph Phelps and
Grant. Flrod and hiswife, Betty, have two
grown children, Cynthia Stroud of North
Little Rock,and Bill Elrod, who residesin
Benton. They have four grandchildren,
the oldest of whom, Jay Stroud, isa sopho-
more at Quachita.

Westmoreland is a member of the
advisory board for Baptist Medical Cen-
ter- Arkadelphia, the National Society of
Fund Raising Executives, the Arkadel-
phia Rotary Club and has served on the
board for the Clark County Industrial
Council. He has presented papersat state
and national meetings of political scien-
tists. His wife, Dr.Jeanna Westmoreland,
isassistant professor of elementary educa-
tion at Quachita. They havea 7-year-old
daughter, Riley. - Dr. Jeff Root

director of public relations
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» ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS *

The Cothran
Endowed Scholarship Fund

The Cothran Endowed Scholarship Fund for Missionary
Dependents is established by Mr. Joseph G. Cothran of
Greenville, South Carolina. The purpose of the fund is to
provide scholarship assistance to dependents of Southern
Baptist Convention missionaries who are full-time students
at Ouachita.

The Jerry Cound
Endowed Scholarship Fund

The family and friends of Jerry Cound have recently
established the Jerry Cound Endowed Scholarship Fund.
Jerry, a 1995 graduate of Quachita, died on March 15, 1996.
Jerry received two heart transplants during his lifetime -~ the
first transplant during his ninth grade year, and the second
while a student at Ouachita. In awarding this scholarship,
very strong preference will be given to students who are
transplant patients. Above all, the recipient of this scholar-
ship will demonstrate a genuine love for and appreciation for

God’s gift of life.

The Crittenden Family
Endowed Scholarship Fund

This fund is established by Mr. and Mrs. James E.
Crittenden ('50) of Beaumont, Texas, in memory of the
members of their family who attended QOuachita. The pur-
pose of the fund is to provide scholarship assistance to full-
time students at Quachita. The amount of the awards will
vary to provide meaningful assistance to students who might
otherwise find it difficult or impossible to bear the financial
burden of completing a degree at Ouachita.

The Mandy Draffen Fulton
Endowed Scholarship Fund

The Mandy Draffen Fulton Endowed Scholarship Fund
~2s been established with gifts and pledges from the family
znd friends of Mandy Draffen Fulton,a 1988 Quachita gradu-
ate from Paragould. Mandy was a much loved and greatly
admired member of the Ouachita family who lost a coura-
geous battle with cancer in June of 1996. She was an educa-
tion major at OQuachita and taught in public education for
several years. The effort to begin this endowment was initi-
ated and coordinated by Felley Nall Lawson, also a 1988
graduate, as a means of honoring Mandy and continuing her
influence on the education of young people.

The Eubank
Endowed Scholarship Fund

The Eubank Endowed Scholarship Fund has been estab-
lished with gifts from the family and friends of Mr. and Mrs.
Nelson Eubank and in memory of Mrs. Eubank, who died in
July of thisyear. The Fund will be used to provide scholarship
assistance to full-time students at Quachita. Additional gifts
may be added at any time.

The Robbie Hobbs Endowed Fund

for Mission Support

The Robbie Hobbs Endowed Fund for Mission Support
has been established with gifts from the family and friends of
Mr. Robbie Hobbs of Lone Star, Texas. Scott Hobbs, a 1987
graduate of Ouachita, is the son of Mr. Hobbs. The Fund will
be used to support mission causes at Quachita. Additional
gifts may be made to the fund at any time.

The Mary McPherson Harmon
Endowed Scholarship Fund

The Mary McPherson Harmon Endowed Scholarship
Fund wasestablished from the estate of Mrs. Mary McPherson
Harmon of Little Rock. The Fund will provide scholarship
assistance to full-time students at Ouachita.

The Carl B. Ramsey, Jr.
Endowed Scholarship Fund

This fund has been established by Dr. and Mrs. Carl B.
Ramsey, Sr. in memory of their son, Carl B. Ramsey, Jr., who
graduated magna cum laude from Ouachita in 1982,

The recipient of this scholarship should be a person of
high moral, Christian character, have a strong academic
record,and preferably an interest in science and/or medicine
with a keen interest in pediatrics.

The Braxton B. and Ruth Sawyer
Endowed Scholarship Fund

The Braxton B.and Ruth Sawyer Endowed Scholarship
Fund has been established by family and friends of Braxton B.
('39) and Ruth Sawyer to provide assistance to full-time
students at Quachita. Gifts may be added to the fund at any
time. Recipients will be students who demonstrate financial
need and who are planning to enter some form of vocational
or bi-vocational ministry.

Development News - |















BRIZPS
@ Approximately 60 Arkadel-
phia and Caddo Valley area
merchants participated in the
fourth annual Spetlight on
Arkadelphia program at
Quachita on Tuesday, Aug. 26.
The event is designed to
acquaint new and returning
students at Quachita with the

programs, goods and services
of area merchants.

@ The Center for Christian
Ministries (CCM) at Quachita
sponsored its annual Fall
Pastors' Conference, Oct. 2-3.

Conference participants
studied the Bible book of Luke,
which is the focus of the annual
Winter Bible Study meetings
held in churches throughout the
Southern Baptist Convention.

Spedkers from Quachita
taking part in the conference
included: Dr. Terry Carter,
associate professor of religion;
Dr. Scott Duvall, associate
professor of religion; Dr. Isaac
Mwase, assistant professor of
religion and philosophy; and Dr.
Bill Steeger, chair of the
department of religion and
philosophy.

@ Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee signed copies of his
book "Character is the Issue—
How People With Integrity Can
Revolutionize America” at a
booksigning in the Quachita
bookstore on Thursday,
October Q. Huckabee is a
graduate of Quachita and a
member of the Quachita Board
of Trustees.

In the book, Huckabee
discusses his years in the
ministry and presents his vision
for a government "grounded in
Christian character and solid
moral values.”

Before entering politics,
Huckabee served for 11 years
as pastor in Pine Bluff and
Texarkana.

12 - Campus News

Ouachita included in beet valuee
by U. €. Newe s World Report

For the third consecutive
year, U.S. News & World Re-
port hasranked Quachita Bap-
tist University as one of the
best valuesamong regional lib-
eral arts colleges and universi-
ties in the south.

Quachita was ranked
fourth in the south in two cat-
egories, Best Value and Oper-
ating Efficiency. The former
reflects the cost of attending
an institution compared to its
quality, while the news-maga-
zine described the latter as a

measure of “schools that pro-
vide a quality education while
spending relatively less.”

U.S. Newsalso released its
annual academic rankings, in
which Ouachita was placed in
the top 25 percentin thesouth
among regional liberal arts
colleges. It was this designa-
tion that made QOuachita eli-
gible for the Best Values
rankings.

“We are pleased that
QOuachita’s quality academic
programsand value tothe con-

sumer has once again been
recognized by U.S. News &
World Report,” said Dr. Ben
M. Elrod, chancellor of Oua-
chita. “This recognition illus-
trates what students, parents
and alumni have been telling
us for some time, that a OQua-
chita education is a good in-
vestment.”

More than 125 colleges
and universities are catego-
rized by U.S. News & World
Reportasregional institutions
in the south. - by Jeff Root

Enrollment increagec 35 percent in lact 10 yeare

With the fall 1997 enroll-
ment figures compiled, Oua-
chita has surpassed last yeat’s
record number in under-
graduate enrollment, accord-
ing to Dr. Ben M. Elrod, chan-
cellor of Quachita.

Quachita’sfallenrollment
of 1,619 is the largest group of
undergraduatesinattendance

atthe 111-year-old institution
of Christian higher education.
The figure represents an in-
crease of more than 35 per-
cent in the past 10 yearsand a
one percent increase over the
record 1996 enrollment.
“Thetremendoussurgein
enrollment at Ouachtia has
continued throughout the

decade of the 1990’,” said
Elrod. “It is an endorsement
ofour programsand the direc-
tion in which Quachita has
been headed. Our twin em-
phasis on Christian and aca-
demic excellence seems to be
one students and their par-
ents welcome.”

* by Jeff Root

Faculty/ctaff hoet BCGU Encounter Groupe

A new approach toanold
system has proved to be suc-
cessful as the Baptist Student
Union at Quachita ministers
to students in an off-campus
environment.

Known as Encounter
Groups, the program is open
to all students, and is a varia-
tion of the traditional Bible
studies formerly held in OBU
residence halls, but now with
new locations. This year’s
weekly meetings are being
held in faculty and staffhomes
at 9 p.m. every Tuesday
evening:

“The studies have been
moved to faculty/staff homes
this year in order to offer a
warm, friendly environment
and a chance to go off campus
during the week,” says lan
Cosh,director ofthe OQuachita

BSU. “We also want to just
changethingsuptooffersome-
thing different,” adds Cosh.
Attendance has doubled
as result of the switch, he said.
Seven groupsareavailable
three for women, three for
men, and one for couples.
The topics of the men’s
studies are: “The Sermon on
the Mount” led by Dr. Roy
Buckelew; “God’s Invitation,
a Challenge to College Stu-
dents”led by Cosh;and “James:
Faith That Works”led by John
Tolbert.
Thetopicsofthewomen’s
studies are: “Beauty and the
Best” led by Leigh Anne
McKinney; “God’sInvitation,
a Challenge to College Stu-
dents” led by Kathy Carter;
and “Becoming a Woman of
Christian Excellence” led by

Donna Hays.

Encounter director Scott
Walsh, who attends Bucke-
lew’s study, said he really en-
joys the chance of getting to
know a professor who teaches
outside of his major. “It’s a
great mentoring experience,”
Walsh said. “I'm even think-
ing of taking a class from Dr.
Buckelew since I have a few
hours to play around with. I
enjoy getting toknow himand
learning from his wisdom.”

Mendi Stiles, the co-presi-
dent of the BSU, attends the
couples class. Stiles said the
group is studying different re-
lationships in the Bible, such
as those of Ruth and Boaz.
“Having the study in homes s
much more personal and com-
fortable,” said Stiles.

- by Rachel Deckelman





































{ ClasNotes
Medlin mending nicely, returns to pulpit

Dr. Del Medlin ('73), pas-
tor at the First Baptist Church
in Cabot, remembers vividly
the May 22 fall that broke his
pelvis in three places, crushed
two vertebrae, and forever
changed his life.

The scariest moment for
Medlin occurred before the
fall. He said he had reached
up to scrape paint from the
highest part ofthe house when
hefelt the ladder he wasstand-
ing on shift. Medlin looked
down and knew he was going
to fall the 35 to 40 feet. He
recalled saying, “Oh no!” right
before the scaffolding toppled
and screaming on impact.

Medlin said he landed in
asitting position on the wheel
ofthe scaffold, and the force of
the fall crushed his body parts
together. Although the wind
was knocked out of him and
he was stunned, Medlin never
lost consciousness. Fortu-
nately he did not hit his head.

During the fall, Medlin
remembered thinking,he had
to avoid hitting the steps the
scaffolding straddled. He be-
lieves he pushed himself away
from the house on the way
down, and when he opened
his eyes the brick steps were
about a foot from his head.

Medlin thought he was
dying. He said he could not
feel anything below his waist
due tothe damaged pelvisand
vertebrae.

Hisson Michael, whowas
working on the roof and saw
the fall, was the first to reach
Medlin. They laugh about it
now, but Michael instinctively
said, “Dad, are you okay?”
Medlin immediately told him
tocall911 because he knew he
was seriously injured. He

praised the Cabot EMTs for
24 - Class Notes

their quick response.

On May 25, Medlin un-
derwent 10 hours of surgery.
In six hours doctors inserted
steel platesand some 15 screws
in his pelvis. His “back doc-
tor” then inserted four rods in
his back, a four-hour proce-
dure. Medlin spent a week in
intensive care, a week on the
sixth floor,a week in the reha-
bilitation unit, and a week at
home before returning for
more back surgery; Medlin was
hospitalized foranother week.

Doctors told Medlin it
would take three months for
his pelvis to heal, but it took
only six weeks. Medlin said it
will be a year before he will be
able to participate in strenu-
ous activities again.

Medlin is now in physical
therapy several days a week.
There is still weakness in his
hip which prevents him from
walking, but physical therapy
ishelping strengthen the area.

Other problems Medlin
is dealing with include a con-
stant burning sensation in his
left foot due to nerve damage
and permanent damage in his
left thigh. His biggest prob-
lem, though, is that he tires
easily.

Throughout his rehabili-
tation, Medlin said he has
never prayed a desperation
prayer for God to save him.
He has only asked Him for
two things: to get rid of the
burning in his foot (which he
said has gotten better), and to
allow him to walk by Aug. 3
(this did happen).

Medlin said he is fortu-
nate to bealive and tohave no
paralysis. He once asked his
“back doctor” how the verte-
brae could be crushed so se-
verely and not cause damage

to his spinal cord. The doctor
did not have an answer, but
Medlin feels, given the circum-
stances, that God protected
him.

People often ask Medlin if
he hates the house since the
fall. He replies his “stupidity”
for putting the ladder on the
scaffold caused the fall, not the
house. He still likes the home
he and his family put lots of
time and money into renovat-
ing.

Medlin said the fall and
recovery have been a “hum-
bling experience.” He added,
“God has been the current that
has gotten them through it,
butyoucan’tsay enoughabout
what Hedoesthrough people.”
Members of his church
painted his house, mowed his
yard,and brought mealstothe
family.

The hardest thing for
Medlin to handle has been
“everyone doing absolutely
everything” for him. He said
he “does not feel like [he is]
contributing to the church,
[his] family, and the commu-
nity.”

Since the accident,
Medlin looksat life differently.
He realized that day could
have been the last time he saw
his wife and children. Medlin
said he no longer “sweats the
small things” ortakesanything
for granted.

BY JENN SKOLASKY
Reprinted with permission from
the Cabot [Arkansas] Star-Herald

NOTE: Dale and Peggy are seen
frequently in Arkadelphia watch-
ing son Michael play basketball
for the Tigers. Del is now walking
with temporary use of a cane.

- Continued from page 23
Thomas, August 1, 1997, Little
Rock, AR. Join big sister Caitlin.

1982

Jimmy and Suzanne
(Duke, '83) Franklin, daughter,
Madison Jane, September 4,
1997, Arkadelphia, AR. Wel-
comed by sister Chandler, 2.

Jayand Cathy Shell, daugh-
ter, Jessica Catherine, July 24,
1997, Little Rock, AR. Welcomed
by Mary Kate, 9, Gordon, 6 and
Jayme, 2.

Tommy (’86) and Janean
(Shaw) Hardister, son Christo-
pher Thomas, August 12, 1997,
Little Rock, AR.

1983

Ron Copeland and Nancy
Jo Rogers, daughter, Erin Eliza-
beth Copeland, October2, 1997,
Carrollton, TX.

1985

Gene and Margaret
Trantham, son, Daniel James,
August 9, 1997, Bowling Green,
KY.

John and Susan (White)
McGee, sons, Jeremy Davidand
Justin Christopher, October 10,

1997, Benton, AR.

1987

Mike and Grace (Mosley)
Murphree, daughter, Sarah
Grace, October 9, 1997,
Camden, AR. Welcomed by
Savannah, 4 and Price, 3.

Rusty and Jennifer (Cram,
fs) Webb, daughter, Caroline
Daphne, May 9, 1997,
Springdale, AR. Joins sister
Jenny Kate, 5.

1988

Mark and Donna
(McWilliams,’89) Thomas, son,
Ashton Tate, August 23, 1997,
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John,Cloud,J.D. How you win Wlth glfts
o | of appreciated property

| ESTATE AND
GIFT PLANNING

Despite the vast appreciation of as-  growth assumptions, is worth over $1.4

You probably know from vari- | sets we've seen on the stock marketover — million.
ous Ouachita publications that en- | the years, many people still don't think Many closely held businesses have
dowment growth is our top priority | of making a charitable gift with appre- grown in value even more. Usually, the
for the foreseeable future. Formany |  ciated property. business owner has a zero cost basis in
years we have focused on the build- Instead they use cash. Sometimes, the stock, often has received no or few

ing program, witnessing an era of | they'llevensellanassetand thendonate dividends, and today owns an asset of
unprecedented development made | the proceeds to charity. But these are  almost unbelievable worth.

possible by a host of generous do- | the after-tax proceeds.
nors. More buildings are in the plan- Turn itinto a
ning stage, notably a new cafeteria | Think about your assets cost-effective gift

complex to accommodate our grow-
ing enrollment, and a new addition
to Berry Bible Building, but now
Ouachita's endowment is moving to
center stage. publicly traded stocks and " -

Permanent endowment gener- | ponds. commercial business B, glfts of
ates income for Ouachita to use to

provide scholarships (a major bud- holdings, undeveloped property., appreCiated assets to a

farmland, vacation homes, and

tangible personal property (such Charltable organlzatlon
: ) as artwork, jewelry, or antique .

Wlth adequate endqwmentOuachlta furniture). Did you know that are not SubJ ect to

will be able to maintain the cost of | 11 Jf (hese assets are regularly

tuition and fees at a level that is | ,c.q (0 fund gifts to charitable any fede]’al gains tax.”
affordable for the average Arkansas organizations?
young person. The endowmentfund Think of how much some of these their children, they find themselves in a
has grown tremendously in the last | = 5qqe(s - publicly traded stock, for in-  bind. They cannotsell or transfer owner-
decade orso,but wehavealongway | geance - have grown in value over the ship withoutfacing a tax on the apprecia-
to go. years. It's not uncommon for a stock to  tion - a capital gains tax.

Whattypes of property do you have? By the time people are ready to rein-
For most of us, our biggest investment  vest their appreciated stock, or retire and
isourhome. Butmany peoplealsoown either sell their business or pass it on to
several other types of assets:

get expense), pay salaries, purchase
equipment, and much, much more.

Gifts 'thrf)ugh estate plans or | e worth many times what its value was Fortunately, it's also around this time
through life-income arrangements | yhen it was first purchased. of life that people are financially and
("planned gifts") are the source of For example, a stock that was worth ~ emotionally prepared to make signifi-
most endowment growth, particu- | ¢y a( the beginning of 1970 and that cant gifts to their favorite charitable or-

larly for endowed scholarship funds

; has increased an average of 10% per ganizations. And it just so happens that
and endowed chairs. Just last year

< year (growth plus reinvested after-tax  gifts of appreciated assets to a charitable
more than $1 million was addgd o | dividends) is worth $144 at the end of ~organization are not subject to any fed-
the endowment from planned gifts, | 1997, This means that an initial invest- eral gains tax.

See "Endowment” page C | ment of $100,000, given the same See "Gifts" page C












From the Archives

1975 - The 1975 majorettes were Susan Nobles, Becky Davis, Nancy
Rosenbaum, Janet Henderson, Donna Franklin, Suellen Wilcoxon, Joyce
Stalnaker, and Robin McBride.

We want you in Class Notes

*Your former classmates and friends would like to know what you have been doing
lately. How long has it been since you've updated them? Please send a note today to:
Class Notes, Former Students Association, Quachita Baptist University, 410 Oua-
chita Street, P.O. Box 3762, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001. Or send an E-Mail to:

alumni@alpha.obu.edu

Share The Best of Life!
TO: Director of Admissions Counseling

Ouachita Baptist University

FROM:

name

address

Listed below are high school students
who may be interested in Quachita.
Please contact them.

Name

Address

City,

State Zip

Phone Grade

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Phone Grade

Name

Address

City,

State Zip

Phone Grade

Return this form to:
Director of Admissions Counseling
Ouachita Baptist University
410 Ouachita Street
P.O. Box 3776
Arkadelphia, AR 71998-0001
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