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Siloam Springs: almost ready for summer campers
see page 11




House committee to

WASHINGTON (BP) — ‘As the US.
House of Representatives passed Presi-
dent Reagan's budget proposal requiring
sharp spending cuts, the House Post Of-
fice and Civil Service Committee an-
nounced it will hold hearings to consider
how it will make the cuts the budget re-
quires.

One consideration is the administra-
tion proposal to eliminate a postal sub-
sidy which allows nonprofit mailers such
as Baptist state newspapers to move to
full postage rates on a graduated basis.

A 16-year phasing process for these
and other nonprofit publications was set
up by Congress to soften the blow of its
1970 decision to require each class and
subclass of mailer to pay its full cost.

The administration’s recc dation
to eliminate funding for the phasing
would require nonprofit mailers to begin
paying full rates this October instead of
1987.

consider nonprofit postal subsidy

The impact of the Reagan proposal, ac-
cording to an April survey of Baptist
editors, would be to double the postage
bills of these papers, forcing them to
produce extra income from their sup-
porting conventions or agencies or
through higher subscription rates or to
reduce the number of issues they pub-
lish.

In the case of the Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine, the current cost of sec-
ond class mailing is more than $105,000
annually and this would double to
$210,000.

ABN Editor ). Everett Sneed explained
that, “If this plan is adapted, it will mean
subscribers will have to pay higher rates,
and most likely we will have to reduce
the number of issues published each
year.”

A representative of religious nonprofit
publication mailers was scheduled to

Letters to the editor

testify at the committee’s first hearin;,
May 13. By June 15, the committee will
be required to report its recommended
cuts to the House Budget Committee.

Asked whether the phasing process
might yet be saved, a committee aide
replied, “The question is, how do you do
it? What pocket do you take it out of?"

Though the budget passed by the
House required the committee to slash
$5.5 billion from its programs, and the
administration recommends that the
phasing subsidy be part of that cut, the
committee has the option of leaving the
subsidy in place.

But even if the House committee were
to decide to leave the so-called “revenue
foregone” subsidy at the current funding
level, it is likely that some cuts would
result since the Senate Governmental Af-
fairs Committee has already reported its
recommendation that the phasing
process be eliminated.

Messenger issue
has ‘other side’

In response to Dr. Sneed’s editorial in
the March 19 issue of the ABN, | would
offer this comment on “the other side”
relative to the change being proposed by
the SBC Executive Committee concern-

In this issue
8

Little Rock Immanuel Church Pastor
W. O. Vaught returned in March from a
visit to China. He shares his impressions
of that nation this week.

13

The 1981 meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention, expected by some to be
pivotal, is analyzed by Dan Martin, Bap-
tist Press news editor.
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ing messenger representation at the an-
nual convention. Let me say that | appre-
ciate Dr. Sneed's work as editor, and
consider him a friend in the ministry. As
one of the two current Arkansas repre-
sentatives on the SBC Executive Commit-
tee, however, | believe there is another
side on the matter of messenger repre-
sentation which should be heard.

As Editor Sneed notes, the present
plan of representation has been in effect
since 1948 — for the past 33 years. Since
the SBC was organized in 1845, these
guidelines have obviously been re-
viewed and altered at other times in our
history.

The present plan grants additional
messengers (above the basic 1) for each
250 members, or for each $250 paid to
the work of the Convention during the
previous year, up to a maximum of 10
messengers. Among the 37 churches of
Harmony Association where | serve, this
plan works out like this: Membership
representation, 91 Messengers (only 1
church with 10); dollars representation,
286 Messengers (24 churches with 10).

The present membership plan obvi-
ously favors larger churches. The present
dollars plan favors smaller churches. The
SBC Executive Committee recommenda-
tion is an honest attempt to bring greater
equity between the two options which
we are now using.

Any dollar figure which was set 33’

years ago obviously needs some review

because of run-away inflation, in order
to mean the same thing in 1981 that it did
in 1948, Furthermore, the dollar figure, as
it now reads, is vulnerable to exploitation
by any group which wants to grasp vot-
ing power. As it now stands, a messenger
vote at the SBC can be “bought” for
$250.

The SBC Executive Committee brings
its recommendation to the Co i
in Los Angeles with a responsible sense
of duty and conscience. Let the consid-
eration of this recommendation be open
and clear, and then in good Baptist fash-
ion, let the messengers vote their deci-
sion. — John H. McClanahan, Pine Bluff

Challenge to giving

In interest ot missions, | have always
wondered why all of the churches don’t
give at least 10 percent of their income to
missions. Also, | challenge all church
members who use tobacco in any form
to give as much as their tobacco, cigars
or cigarettes would cost weekly to the
Annie Armstrong mission offering. —
Darlene Brownell, Lead Hill

Korean college students traveled
seven hours on a partially heated
train, waited two hours in an unheat-
ed bus station and hiked 20 minutes
up a snow covered mountain path for
a three day retreat of prayer, worship
and evangelistic training. |

- ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Southern Baptist missions
in Middle America

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

Recently, | was privileged to join a tour in Middle
America under the sponsorship of the Foreign Mission Board.
The 10-day trip covered four countries and provided oppor-
tunity to observe a variety of mission work. Overall, our work
is doing exceedingly well, in spite of the difficulties. We can
be grateful for the excellent work that is being done by our
missionaries. ]

We visited Panama, Honduras, Guatemala and Mexico.
Although there are many similiarities in the four countries,
we were impressed by the many striking differences. Each
country, also, has a variety of different mission endeavors.

There are several problems that are common to each of
our mission efforts. The greatest need in every country is for
more people to effectively proclaim the Good News of God's
redeeming grace. The need for evangelistic preachers in-
cludes both missionaries and nationals. The number one re-
quest of most missions is for more missionary preachers who
will be involved in evangelism.

A second major need is for operating budgets (money for
travel, equipment, supplies, etc.). In most, if not all, instances,
adequate provisions has been made for the missionary’s per-
sonal comfort. But in most of the missions we observed, the
operating budgets are totally inadequate. The primary reason
is inflation and, in some instances, the devaluation of the dol-
lar.

Though inflation has taken its toll on most families here
at home, it has cut much more deeply into the purchasing
power of families in Middle America. In Mexico, for example,
the inflation rate last year was more than 35 percent. In order

to make it possible for our missionaries to live with -

reasonable comfort, the operating budgets have been
diverted to missionary support. As the number of missionaries
increase, more strain is placed on the operating budget of a
given mission, unless operating funds are increased. The solu-
tion is for more families to follow God'’s plan of supporting his
work through tithes and offerings.

In several countries around the world, our missionaries
are in physical danger. The missionary’s purpose is to con-

front people with the gospel while remaining completely
clear of all political involvement. ¢

The missionaries desire three kinds of prayer from Chris-
tians back home.First, they would like for us to pray for their
physical safety. There are instances in which missionaries can
not publicly comment on local current events, since this
could be interpreted as political activity. The best way to
know whether our missionaries are in physical danger is to
keep up with the daily news. Any severe turbulence in a
country could affect the well-being of our missionaries.

Second, pray for the work that our missionaries are per-
forming. There are several sources of information concerning
missionary activity. Among the best and most acceptable are
The Commission, in Arkansas, the Arkansas Baptist News-
magazine, and reports given by our missionaries while on
furlough.

Finally, pray that God will provide wisdom for de-
veloping the work in the countries where the missionaries are
serving. And that they will be able to conduct themselves
properly in turbulent times. Often, it is difficult to determine
the greatest priority on the mission field. When there are so
many needs, the question arises, “Which is the greatest?” It
also may be difficult for our missionaries to know what to do
in times of political unrest.

Middle America is an exciting area. The doors are wide
open to the gospel. The kinds of work which are underway
include both traditional and non-traditional approaches.
There is great diversity in the living conditions of people —
some are rich, but many are poor. By necessity, we have
churches with dirt floors, or where people worship by
Coleman lantern. There are large cities where radio and
television are used to disseminate the gospel.

It is exciting, indeed, to see what God is doing through
our missionaries and the national pastors and lay people. We
should pray for our work around the world and rejoice
because the Great Commission is being carried qut.

Editor’s note: In the next four issues of the Arkansas Bap-
tist Newsmagazine there will be stories on missionary work in
Panama, Honduras, Guatemala and Mexico.
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Daniel R. Grant

One layman’s opinion

Glendon Grober and a modern tale of a whale

When Missionary Glendon Grober
recently returned to his Alma Mater
Ouachita to be honored with the doctor
of divinity degree, it reminded me of a
whale of a tale he once told. | heard it
from Nilson Fanini, distinguished Brazil-
ian pastor from Rio, at a national confer-
ence to discuss world mission strategy for
Southern Baptists. Fanini used the story
to illustrate the great diversity of prob-
lems faced in sharing the Christian
Gospel.

it seems that Glendon Grober and a
group of Brazilian Baptists were ap-
proaching a village on the Amazon River
for the purpose of conducting a bap-
tismal service. They discovered the can-

didates for baptism refused to be bap-
tized in the river because there was some
giant monster, such as a snake or dragon
out in the river nearby. Grober jokingly
said he would take a group of men in a
boat and go slay the beast. As it turned
out, there was a real live whale out in the
river, that had wandered into the wide
mouth of the Amazon River from the
ocean. They proceeded to kill the whale
and then tried to resume the baptismal
service. By this time the river was dis-
colored with blood from the whale and
the baptismal candidates again refused
to be baptized.

Pastor Fanini said he was asked by Mis-
sionary Grober to bring to the missions

Woman’s viewpoint

Minette Drumwright

Gifts-of-the-heart

Many years ago | was browsing in our
church library when | found myself turn-
ing through the pages of a worn little
book entitled, Try Giving Yourself Away.
The impact of its simple contents has
lingered with me all these years.

The author begins by describing the
experience through which he accidently
discovered that there is great pleasure in
giving oneself away — when it is done
with no strings attached. Basking in the
glow of that discovery, he decided to see
how many different ways he could find
to give himself away to the people who
crossed his path. As a result, his days
came alive with adventure and warmth.
At first he considered the plan his “hob-
by,” but he received so much joy that it
soon became a way of life.

The author’s story brought to mind the
familiar words of Ralph Waldo Emerson,
“Rings and jewels are not gifts, but
apologies for gifts. The only gift is a por-
tion of thyself.” A beautiful thought —
but now | was being challenged to take
that truth into the fabric of my being and
live it out in practical everyday forms.

So | experimented. Sure enough, | did
not even have to go out of my way. Op-
portunities for giving-away were all
around me. | realized that almost any-
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thing can be bought for money, except
the warm impulses of the heart. They
have to be given. And when they are
given, they bring that inward glow to
both the giver and the recipient.

The little book was right on target. We
all have different things to give, and
giving-away must be done in our own
unique ways. Some of us have extra time;
some have physical energy to give; some
have a talent, or skill, or ideas, or imagi-
nation, or the ability to make others
laugh, or the gift of organizing.

All of us can give appreciation, inter-
est, loyalty, understanding, encourage-
ment, kind A sincere compliment,
credit for a job well done, a note, a tele-
phone call — often giving-away can be
done quickly and in the simplest of forms
— just so that it comes from the heart
and expects nothing in return.

Jesus taught and lived this truth in the
most profound kind of way. He is the
greatest Giver of all time — not only
gifts-of-the-heart, but life itself. And his
spirit is the source of those warm im-
pulses that come to our minds and
hearts. In these days of hurry and hassle
and “Looking out for Number 1, how
many opportunities we have to release
Christ’s spirit in the world by obeying

conference the question, “What do you
do when you have a whale in your bap-
tistry?”

Actually the story had a happy ending.
Brother Fanini reported that the villagers
were extremely happy about the con-
quest of the whale, because it is very
valuable for meat and oil. This incident is
hardly universal enough to provide the
base for a new world mission strategy,
but it is comforting to know that good
can come out of adversity. The walk of
faith continues to be an exciting one for
new persons in Christ.

Daniel R. Grant is President of Ouachi-
ta Baptist University at Arkadelphia,

those impulses and giving daily gifts-of-
the-heart to those around us: family,
neighbors, friends, fellow workers and
strangers.

It “makes my day” to receive a gift-of-
the-heart. | want to be more alert to op-
portunities to “‘make your day” by giving
you a portion of myself.

“It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” It is most blessed to do both.

Minette Drumwright of Little Rock is a
homemaker and author. She is the wife
of Arkansas Baptists” Executive Secretary,
Huber L. Drumwright, and is the mother
ot two daughters. She is a member of Im-
manuel Church in Little Rock.

Preacher answers
Macedonian call

MONROVIA, Liberia — Walker Den-
nis, a young Liberian Baptist preacher,
has answered a Macedonian call. As the
first missionary of the Macedonia Baptist
Association in Liberia, he will try to bring
a church which has been closed for the
last year back to life and will work with
other churches in the area. The associa-
tion and other supporters hope to buy
him a motorcycle for traveling to the
nine churches and preaching stations in
the area.
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Food and fellowship

Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle

Old fashioned ice cream parlor

Youth money raising projects should produce three things: fun for the
youth who participate, fellowship between youth and the church family, and
money. Though the latter is important, the other elements should be consid-
ered when projects are being planned. A project that meets all these criteria is
an old fashioned ice cream parlor:

Fellowship Hall can be made festive with card tables covered with checked
tablecloths, posters, a counter with high stools, decorative menus and waiters
and waitresses with colorful uniforms. A Saturday evening from 7 to 10 is a good
choice of time. Most people will stay an hour or less, so there should be space
and time to serve a hundred people or so.

Youth can plan entertainment such as group singing and variety acts
(vocals, instrumentals, comedy acts, skits, mystery personalities). They will
come up with many ideas when they brainstorm. They should be in charge of
decorating, securing ice cream and-toppings, serving, entertaining and clean
up.

What should the menu include? We recommend homemade ice cream.
Several families in the church will be willing to prepare a freezer at home and
bring it, or the youth can borrow freezers and prepare it at the church. The first
plan is best, especially if the group is small. Dishes of plain ice cream will be
popular, as will ice cream cones. Sundaes and banana splits are old standbys.
The youth may design more exotic treats for daring souls. It will be a fun eve-
ning for all.

This chocolate recipe appeared in an earlier column, but we are including
it again because it's a universal favorite. The other is unusual and delicious.

Chocolate ice cream

)

6 rennet tablets
1/4 cup cold water
2 2/3 cups sugar
2/3 cup cocoa

Juice of 3 lemons
Juice of 3 oranges
3 bananas, mashed

Blend sugar and cocoa. Add liquid slowly, making a smooth paste. Dissolve
rennet tablets in cold water. Heat other ingredients until lukewarm. Stir in ren-
net tablets and quickly pour into a gallon freezer. Let set for 10 minutes. Cool
mixture by putting in refrigerator or pack freezer can in ice and allow to set
about 30 minutes. This step assures smooth ice cream. Freeze.

Tropical ice cream

Mix all ingredients. Pour into gallon, freezer and freeze.
:
tus at A

1 1/2 quarts homogenized milk
3 cups heavy cream
1 tablespoon vanilla

3 cups sugar
3 cups whipping cream
3 cups milk

Virginia Kirk, prof

ville First Church. Jane Purtle is on the staff of Christian Counseling and Teach-
L ing Center in Syria, Va. They have enjoyed ¢ h

College, is a member of Bates-

for

| years.

NeWs about missionaries

Mr. and Mrs. H. Doyne Robertson,
missionaries to Peru, have completed
language study and arrived on the field
to begin their first term of service (ad-
dress: Apartado 810, Trujillo, Peru).
Born in Manila, Ark., he also lived in
Melbourne, Harrison and Jonesboro,
Ark., and Hickman, Ky., while growing
up. The former Martha Mathis of Missis-
sippi, she was born in Hattiesburg and
grew up in Boaz. They were appointed
by the Foreign Mission Board in 1979.

May 21, 1981

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis G. Folds, mission-
aries to Japan, have arrived on the field
to begin their first term of service (ad-
dress: Uehara Plaza 3C, 2-19-18 Uehara,
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151, Japan). A native
of Louisiana, he was born in Winnsboro
and grew up in Lawtell. The former
Judith Synco, she was born in Crossett,
Ark., but also lived in Hot Springs, Ark.,
and Minden, La., while growing up. They
were appointed by the Foreign Mission
Board in 1980.

The Southern Accent

This | believe:

about salvation by grace
by Earl R. Humble

Salvation is
brought about in
the believer’s life by
the working of di-
vine grace. Grace is
the unmerited favor
of God, bestowed
upon repentant and
believing sinners. .
With this experi-
ence sinners be-
come saints. o

Salvation is from Humble
sin — The act of repudiating sin in one’s
life is called in the Bible repentance. Two
ideas are seen in the word: a change of
mind and a change of direction of the
life. For those who refuse or neglect to
repent, there is no salvation (Luke 13:3).
Jesus said the people of Nineveh repent-
ed (Matt. 12:41), and Jonah 3:10 says they
turned from sin. Repentance is toward
God (Acts 20:21). As one turns from sin
he is turning toward God.

Salvation is by and in Christ — Faith in
Christ means accepting his finished work
for our sins and trusting our souls into his
hands. Both repentance and faith are
continuous actions rather than one-time,
point action events. Salvation is a past
event in that we have been delivered
from sin’s penalty. It is a present process
in that we are being continuously de-
livered from sin’s power. It is a future
event in that we will be finally delivered
from the very presence of sin (Phil. 3:21).

Salvation is for service — We are saved
to serve, but service must never be un-
derstood as in any sense paying for our
salvation. The ultimate purpose in salva-
tion is that we be conformed to the im-
age of Christ (Rom. 8:29). Since God
does not take us to heaven at once when
we are saved, we believe we are left here
to grow and to serve (Eph. 2:10). “We are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.”

Earl R. Humble is prof of religi
at Southern Baptist College at Walnut
Ridge.

&

Mission Service Corps is coopera-
ting with summer missions. A volun-
teer preceeds the summer missionary
to the mission field. After the sum-
mer, the volunteer remains to do fol-
low-up work. 1
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Arkansas all over

people _

by Millie Gill’ABN staff writer

Ben A. Nettles

has accepted the
call to serve as pas-
tor of the Swifton
First Church. He has
served churches in
the Jonesboro and
Beebe areas. Nettles
is married to the for-
mer Teresa Belew.
They have one son,

Jonathan.

Steve Hoffman

is now pastor of the Nettles

Ft. Smith Spradling -Church, coming

there from Memphis, Tenn. He and his
wife, Sheila, have two daughters, Kristen
and Keli.

Les Aldridge

has resigned as pastor of the Little Rock
Cross Road Church.

Elvis Smith

is now pastor of the New Haven Church
in Pulaski County Association.

Bob Williamson

has resigned as minister of music at Pine
Bluff South Side Church to join the staff
of First Church of Galveston, Texas.
Tommy Higle

began May 17 his seventh year as pastor

of Nashville Ridgeway Church when the
church presented him with monetary
gifts and letters of appreciation. .

Pete Ramsey

began his fourth year May 1 as minister
of education to the Fayetteville First
Church.

Robert T. Marsden

died in Little Rock May 2 at age 77. A
member of Little Rock First Church since
1929, he was a leader in that church and
throughout Arkansas in work with the
deaf. Survivors include his wife, Betty
Marsden.

briefly

Blevins Maribrook Church

ordained Norris Bristow as a deacon
April 26.

Batesville Calvary Church

celebrated Victory Sunday May 3, receiv-
ing gifts of $8,000. These gifts were added
to the $97,000 bringing the total goal to
$101,790 to be used in financing the con-
struction of a fellowship hall. Pastor Glen
Hickey reported that the principal on the
building loan is paid and all that remains
to be paid is the accrued interest.

Springdale Elmdale Church

celebrated its 20th anniversary with a
series of services April 1-5. Speakers in-
cluded Pastor Larry R. Lashley, and
Weldon |. Barnett, Paul M. Wheelus,
W.R. (Bud) Edwards, and Burton A.
Miley, all former pastors. The church,
first organized as a mission of Springdale
First Church in the autumn of 1958, is
now finalizing plans toward the con-
struction of a multi-purpose education-
al-fellowship-recreation building. This
will be the fourth building program un-
dertaken by the church in its 20-year
history.

Crossett First Church

was in revival April 26-30 with Lloyd Bar-
dowell as evangelist and Dick Day, music
director. There were 15 professions of
faith with 12 baptisms and seven addi-
tions by transfer of letter.

Mountain Pine First Church

was in revival April 26-May 3 with Aubrey
Halsell as evangelist and Herbert “Red”
Johnson as music director. Phillip Graves
is pastor.

North Little Rock Amboy Church

celebrated its 30th anniversary May 10.
Current Pastor Garland Brackett and Ar-
nold Teel, pastor of the church for 28
years, were speakers. Charter members
Robert Hall and Lanelle Hall Pack di-
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rected music. The church was organized
on Mother’s Day of 1951, with 104 char-
ter members. It had been sponsored as a
mission church by North Little Rock Bar-
ing Cross Church. The church, now with
an enrollment of 645 members, lists
among its accomplishments the sponsor-
ing of two churches, North Little Rock
Indianhead Lakes Church and Daisy
Lakeside Church.

Bryant Indian Springs Church

is in revival May 20-24 with Rick Caldwell
of Glenview Church in Ft. Worth, Texas,
as evangelist. Bud Fleming, church music

director, is leading music. Ray Branscum
is pastor.

Caroline Association

Woman's Missionary Union met April 21
at Carlisle Immanuel Church with Leh-
man Fowler as guest speaker. Fowler, a
member of Brinkley First Church, serves
as a volunteer in agricultural mission ef-
forts. Carolyn Smith, a member of Ward
First Church, was elected to serve as as-
sociational WMU director. Others on the
program were Carol and Cheryl Mobbs,
Carolyn Byrum, and W. T. Byrum, direc-
tor of missions.

See all youth
June 19-20
at
Camp Paron

Campfire
Recreation
Missionaries
Swimming & Music

YOUTH MISSIONS
RETREAT

Sponsored by Brotherhood and WMU

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



buildings

El Dorado First Church

broke ground May 3 for a $1.55 million
Christian Life center which is scheduled
for completion in May of 1982. The com-
plex will be located on 2.19 acres of land
and will contain a gym, game rooms,
craft room, exercise room, and physical

RG-S
of missions for Indiana;

QI ns. Left ‘to right:

e Wiley, director of missions for In~
dllna. came to Little Rock on May 4, to
}neet,th Coriway Sawyers and the Ar-
kansas Missions * Department staff to
further develop: plans for the Arkansas-
Indiana fink-up.

~ The plan is srmpte Arkansas churches
aﬂdasoclaﬂons will link up with church-
s and associations in Indiana to provide
sponsorship. and " assistance. Churches
withir Arkansas associations will assist in
developlng new congregations in Indi-

ana.

S ltwas observed that some link-ups are

a!ready ‘underway. Some associations
and.churd;s have already voted to par-

s'and Indiand leadership work on
for, g.lmk-up of Arkansas churches
ations with Indiana churches

di
Cony y. Sawyers, director of missions for
Arkm‘sasp Pete Petty; dlr.ecror of spec:al‘ ¢
istries Ior'Arkansas. >

fitness room, as well as fellowship hall,
kitchen and stage area, located on sev-
eral levels. Areas for preschool educa-
tion for the church program and daycare
also will be part of the building which
connects to the present education build-
ing. Using the “Together We Grow"”

ticipate in the endeavor. At least one
church is already actively sponsoring a
waork in Indiana.

In order to speed up the linkage
process, the Arkansas State Missions
Department has suggested assignments
to certain Indiana associations. Wiley and
Sawyers said, “Associations can accept or
reject our suggestions without offending
us.” Itis the desire of the Arkansas-Indi-
ana leadership that the link-up will be es-
tablished as soon as possible.

In ‘order for Arkansas associational
directors of missions and pastors to see
the opportunities of developing new

campaign, the church, led by Pastor Don
Harbuck, already has pledged the $1.55
million dollar cost of the 31,000 square
foot building. Thirteen subcontractors
will be needed for the construction. John
Williamson serves as chairman of the
building committee.

work in Indiana, a trip will be provi
July 6-10, for Arkansas pastors :
ciational missionaries to see the. o
first-hand in Indiana.

In some Instances, one
church will sponsor new work in Indiark
In other instances, it will require seves
Arkansas churches to sponsor one
work in Indiana. The primary fa

_determining the number of chui

quired to assist in starting a.new

the financial ability of Ar
churches, The strength of the |

it makes it possible for Arkan

es of all sizes to be involved in this ex
ing mission project. — J. Everett 3

Immedrate needs in Indiana

_These are the proposed sites in Indiana of missi
;hat»Atkansas churches or associations could assist as
‘part of the two-state link-up. The asterisk indicates that
3 'work has already begun at that location.

Centnl Assoclallon- *Bargersville; *Pittsboro;
Wemide, Indianapolis; Irvington;  Sunbest-Fishers;
Camby, Sheridan; *Cricket Hill, Indianapolis; Cum-
“berland; Pike Township, Indlanapolis, *Central Ave-
nue, Central City.

" burg; Fox Road, Evansvllle, Korean Language
on.

abash Vaﬂey, Mlaml and Iroquols Assodalkms
) Spanish 'L Mis-

May 21, 1981

we:tem Association: Dale; Northwest, Evans- -

nell; *West Baden; *Mitchell; Terre Haute; Linton;

Bloomfield; Bedford; Spencer; Vincennes; Cayuga
East Central Association: North Anderson;

Dunkirk; *Modoc; Farmer City; Mt. Summit,

Springs; College Corners. X
Northwest Association: St. John; First Somhem

(Spanlsh), Lowell;. Gary Bapﬂst Center Mission; Vfa-"'

City; Butler; Auburn. =
“North Central Association: *Goshen; Rochemr
Warsaw; E. Elkhart.
. White Water Association: Clarksburg; Milroy.
Churches or associations interested in link-u Mg!
these missions should contact the state mlslonsdepn
ment, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, Ark 72203, (501 .
4791, ext. 147.
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The multitudes

China is the third largest nation on
earth. Russia is the largest, Canada is se-
cond and China is third. However, China
has more than one billion people and
one out of every four people alive in the
earth is a Chinese. Many years ago, in my
student days, George W. Truett and
Charles E. Maddry visited China and they
returned to Ridgecrest, North Carolina,
to speak to us at the BSU summer confer-
ence. | recall their vivid impression of the
throngs and limitless multitudes they saw
in China.

This is my most vivid memory of our
visit to that amazing land. In many of the
streets in Peking and Shanghai, we saw
thousands on bicycles. It looked like a
football stadium crowd had just been
emptied into the street. We went
through one village where market day
was in progress and there must have
been 15,000 people on that main street.
The bus had to inch through the crowd
and the faces of those Chinese will haunt
my memory until the end of my life.

Most of these billion Chinese live in
the eastern one-third of China, for much
of the interior is desert and mountainous
country. Since the fall of the Mao re-
gime, uncounted thousands are crowd-
ing back into the cities, and housing is
probably the number one problem of
millions of Chinese today.

Primitive agriculture

To our great amazement, we saw no
mechanized farm equipment in all of
China. We rode through the countryside
by bus and train in South, Central and
Northern China and we didn't see one
piece of power equipment being used in
the fields.

The Chinese do everything by hand
just as they have done for thousands of
years. We learned that it takes five men
to care for one acre of rice. Here in Ar-
kansas one man, with about a dozen
helpers, can care for more than 10,000
acres of rice. They gather every bit of
human refuse and pig manure available
and put it back on the land. This is abso-
lutely vital for life, because that same
land has been used every year for several
thousand years.

About 80 percent of the billion people
in China work on the soil and they labor
from morning until night trying to make
enough to keep a crust of bread in their
mouths. As | rode through the country-
side of China and saw their back break-
ing labor and realized how their entire
life was spent in keeping bread in their
mouths, | could see the words of Jesus
superimposed across the fields, “Man
shall not live by bread alone.”

1 do not know when mechanized farm
equipment will come to China. If it were
to come now, it would put millions out
of work. But if the culture of China
changes and men can devote their skills
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Five vivid impressions of China
by W. O. Vaught

W. O. Vaught (left) meets with the pastor of the Community Church in Shang-
hai, where more than 1,000 Chinese Christians gather for worship each Sunday.
The Communist government in China is allowing some Christian churches to
reopen for the first time since its surge to power in 1949.

to other things than agriculture, | believe
the right kind of farm equipment could
transform that land into the greatest
breadbasket in the world.

The communes

The Chinese are separated into more
than 50,000 communes. We visited one
commune which had a 77,000 popula-
tion. They have a school, a hospital (if
you could call it a hospital with what they
call barefoot doctors), and they have a
communist form of government. We ate
lunch with the chairman of this com-
mune and he told us of their agricultural
goals and the plans they had for the
future. When you realize that less than 15
percent of the land in China is tillable, it
is a miracle that they are able to raise
enough food to feed a billion mouths.

A political and social revolution

unequaled in all world history
| do not believe the communist revo-
lution in the Soviet Union changed the
way of life in Russia as much as it did in
China. For well over 2,000 years, China
had been ruled by a Chinese dynasty and
had been ruled by an emperor or em-
press. The Yuan Dynasty ran from 1280 to
1368 A.D., then came the Ming Dynasty,
probably the most famous one, from
1368 to 1644 A.D. The last dynasty was the
Ching Dynasty from 1644 to 1911 A.D.
These rulers lived in Peking in what is
called “The Forbidden City.” This 275-

acre city was closed to the Chinese and
only the Emperor and his family and ser-
vants lived there. From that city would go
the decrees of the emperor and all of
China obeyed without question.

When the last empress was driven
from the throne in 1911, Sun Yat Sen be-
came the president and he attempted to
set up a democratic form of government.
He was a Christian and he married
Chingling Soong, one of the famous
children born to Charles Jones Soong
and his Christian wife. This Christian
family was to have great influence for
more than a half century as China strug-
gled to rid herself of the curse of emper-
or rule. The younger daughter, Mayling
Soong, married Chaing Kai Shek. After
the death of Sun Yat Sen, Generalissimo
Chaing Kai Shek took over the country,
and in time, became a Christian. He was
baptized into the Moore Memorial
Church in Shanghai and read the Bible
every day for more than 30 years.

The great red tide from the north was
pressing down on China, and in 1949
Chaing Kai Shek was driven from the
mainland of China to the island of For-
mosa, which we now call Taiwan. Mao
Zedong was the leader of the Commu-
nist Party and was successful in spreading
communism throughout the whole of
China. Every Christian missionary was
driven from the mainland and China suf-
fered a blood bath unequaled in all of
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history. The Guinness Book of World
Records, on page 394 says, “The greatest
massacre in human history ever attribut-
ed to any nation is that 26,300,000 died
under the Mao Zedong era of 1949 to
1965."

All private property was confiscated,
the landowners were killed and no pri-
vately owned property remained. Teach-
ers were killed, all the wealthy were
eliminated. Since the death of Mao
Zedong in 1976 and the liquidation of the
“gang of four,” restrictions have been
eased and life is beginning to return to
normal. Travel restrictions were relaxed
in 1977, and since that time, travel parties
have been touring China under the di-
rection of communist guides.

Population e is being

With a total of over one billion mouths
to feed, it became quite evident in re-
cent years that China must adopt some
program of birth control. When you
realize that in the year 1900, China had a
population of 500 million and now 80
years later, she has one billion people,
you can see that something had to be
done about the population explosion.
The Communist government has set a
limit of one child per family, and if this
limit is surpassed, the government steps
in and begins to discipline the family.
Salaries are cut, health benefits are re-
moved and the right to go to school is
taken away from the second child. Mil-
lions of communist families in China are
abiding by these government restric-
tions and the Chinese believe they have
found a way to stop this population
spiral.

The status of Christianity in China

For more than 150 years, prior to 1949,
China had been the major mission field
for the Christians of all the world. In 1949
all missionaries were driven out, all
churches were closed, mission school
and hospitals were taken by the Chinese
government. No missionaries are al-
lowed in China today and Christians in
China are under close surveillance.

We attended a Sunday morning wor-
ship service in a community church in
Shanghai. The church had been opened
for just a little more than a year, and at
both the 8:30 and 11:00 services every
Sunday, the church is crowded. Seating
about 700, the church had more than
1,000 in it when we worshipped there.
The singing was enthusiastic and moving,
and the minister preached on “The Love
of God.” A young Chinese minister in-
terpreted the sermon for me and helped
me turn from scripture to scripture as the
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minister admonished the audience to
live like Christ. When the service was
done, they engulfed us with love and an
emotional effection we have rarely ex-
perienced anywhere else in the world.

Future for Christianity is bright

| believe the future is bright for Chris-
tianity in this next decade. Missionaries
from the outside world have been grant-
ed visas to have short visits back in China
and they report that they believe there
are more Christians now in China than
when the missionaries were driven out in
1949. ). R. LeMaster, professor from

Baylor, who has been teaching for a year
at Peking University, said to me, “They
are begging for Bibles and they are eager
to know about Christ.”” Missionary James
D. Hollis from Alabama, stationed in
Hong Kong, has been invited to teach
English for the summer in Shanghai and
he is eagerly anticipating the opportunity
to be in China and get a first hand im-
pression of the status of the church and
the Christian community. It is my con-
viction that before the end of this centu-
ry, missionaries will probably be going
again to this amazing land. Let us pray
toward that end.

from
$3549

Round-Trip LA.

trip!

AR 72204

Name

21 DAYS:

YOU CAN SEE CHINA
EXACTLY THE WAY
W.O. VAUGHT
SAW IT!

ON EXACTLY THE
SAME TOUR!

This tour is organized under the auspices of Meier
International the same tour company which put
Dr. Vaught's tour of China together. It is the same

hosted by :
Gene McRoberts

For more information call Gene McRoberts at
663-5278 or complete the coupon and mail to:
Gene McRoberts, 1824 South Harrison, Little Rock,

June 20 — July 11
July 4 — July 25

Address

City

State

Zip
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Your state convention at work

Speakers, sports attract 850 RAs

More than 850 Royal Ambassadors
from 57 churches converged on Little
Rock Geyer Springs First Church and
Northeast High School in North Little
Rock May 1-2 for two days of missions in-
spiration and sports competition.

This year’s RA Congress, an event
sponsored annually by the Brotherhood
Department of the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention, recorded the largest num-
ber ever to attend. Luke Flesher, minister
of youth at Park Hill, served as chairman
for the annual event.

The boys, ranging in age from first to
twelfth graders, filled the sanctuary of
Geyer Springs First on Friday night to
hear Missionary to Kenya Carl Hall de-
scribe life in that African country. They
also saw. a demonstration by Bunny
Martin, the “Yo-Yo Champion of the
World,"” and heard John Hicks, a layman
at North Little Rock Park Hill Church,
sing.

Saturday morning the stadium at
Northeast High School was the site of a
variety of sports competitions, including
50, 100, 220 and 440 yard races; a mile
relay; stock car races; BB gun competi-
tion; and a speaker’s contest.

Mike Young, a guard on the Universi-
ty of Arkansas basketball team, gave a
basketball skills exhibition in the gym
during the day and signed pictures for
the RA's.

Eight churches who took prizes in
sports events were West Memphis First
Church, Prairie Grove Church, Walnut
Ridge First Church (two), Heber Springs
First Church, Glenwood First Church, El
Dorado Westside, North Little Rock
Highway Church and Jonesboro Walnut
Street Church.

Music
Keyboard workshop held

Twenty-eight were in attendance for
the State Keyboard Workshop held at
Pine Bluff First Church. The leaders for
the event were Polly Riddle, William
Jewell College (organ), and David Dan-
ner, Church Music Department, BSSB
(piano).

Methods and materials were present-
ed to the accompanist as well as the
development of a philosophy for the
keyboard player.

One particular thought presented was
the fact that the offertory is the time
when the instrumentalist make their of-
fering also, and should not be taken
lightly, but adequate preparation should
be made, for it is “their offering to the
Lord”. — Glen E. Ennes
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Bottom: Among the more than 850 boys who participated in sports events at
Northeast High School Stadium were (left to right) Michael Atkins, Sheridan
First Church; Adam Lynch, Harmony Church in Faulkner County; and Shane
Lamb, Perryville First Church. Top left: The 100 yard dash was one of many
sports events sponsored by the Congress at Northeast High School. Top right:
University of Arkansas basketball player Mike Young talked with RA’s from
across the state at the Congress and gave a basketball skills exhibition in the
Northeast High School gymnasium.

ABN photos/Robert Dilday
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( Cooperative program report: April
1980 1981
$ 591,258.08 April budget $ 669,511.50
592,379.07 April gifts 670,874.69
1,120.99 Over (under) 1,363.19
$2,365,032.32 Budget year-to-date $2,678,046.00
2,370,834.64 Gifts year-to-date 2,695,092.19

5,802.32 17,046.19
January gifts exceeded the budget by $83,762.48. February and March gifts
were below budget requirements. April 1980 and April 1981 are similar with
both months in the one thousand dollar plus bracket. April gifts this year ex-
ceeded the budget by .0020 percent and 1981 gifts are 13.68 percent over 1980

gifts. That's bold giving. — James A. Walker
NS

/
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Siloam Springs
Assembly ready,
almost

gram awaits thou-
sands of summer
campers. Readiness
is the word.

To help in the ser-
vice and upkeep of
the grounds a new
truck, a new tractor
and other imple-
ments have been
purchased. The
grounds are just
beautiful.

Some improvements for this year in-
clude the installation of evaporative
coolers in each of the 54 dormitory
rooms. New electrical wiring systems
have been installed in both the taber-
nacle and dining hall. Water fountains
have been provided at the children’s
building, the children’s park, and the
new ball field. A new piano will be deliv-
ered for use in the choir room.

The same good food services will be

Hatfield

State
RA
Camp

at Paron
June 1-5
June 8-12

campcraft
archery

hikes

sports
swimming
mission study

See your Royal
Ambassador
counselor or pastor
for more information.
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The assembly pro-

On the cover

The state assembly grounds at Siloam
Springs (background) will soon be ready,
with the help of staff (left) to provide
camping experiences such as worship in
the tabernacle.

provided with two breakfast choices, and
three choices for noon and evening
meals. And, hey, we made an early pur-
chase of peanut butter. How about that!

A wonderful tabernacle band will
function each week. Adults and youth
bring instruments and participate. The

program is ready. Plans for recreation
await ball players, crawfishers and hand-
crafters.

Are you ready? For reservations write
Don Cooper, P.O. Box 552, Little Rock,
AR 72203, or phone 376-4791. The second
and fifth weeks are full. All other weeks
have space.

We do have a few needs before we are
completely ready. We -need medical
helpers. Are you a doctor, nurse or
technician, and would you be willing to
serve? Write or call me today. — Lawson
Hatfield, assembly director

April CP receipts
14.5 percent ahead

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — April re-
ceipts to the national Southern Baptist
Cooperative Program increased 14.5 per-
cent over April 1980.

The undesignated receipts, the prima-
ry means of support for SBC mission and
education programs, totaled $6,374,821,
an increase of $807,232. For-the year, they
are up 13.8 percent to $47,364,696.

Designated receipts for April increased
21 percent to $5,523,668.

d ad

JOIN YOUR STATE LEADERSHIP
ON A MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE!

Explore The Lands of Jesus
The Citles of Paul

15 Days/5 Counuies/4 Islands
999

N Y
Aug. 10 30, includes 7 days aboard MTS Jupiter

De. Huber Drumwiight

Or. L L Collna Dr. J. Everett Sneed
You are cordially invited to join us on a trip of a lifetime. Our
magnificent sailing vessel will bring us, port to port, through
an odyssey of Spiritual history, as we explore the cradle of
three religions. On this specially designed itinerary you will
not only travel with Christians and in a Christian atmosphere,
but there will be plenty of time for relaxation, fellowship and
study of the Biblically significant sites that this journey is so
rich with. Join us, as day by day. the Bible becomes a living
document!

INDIVIDUAL TOUR HOSTS WELCOME!
EXCELLENT

BENEFITS!
For mmwmwmp.p«umnnum
nd mail to P
efden by

MName - - = =
[ — . cry_ ce s D
- L S S, s L Phohy. A e
3 1 would Bike to be & tour host

paid ad
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‘Circus’ points to missions

for state Acteens

by Millie Gill
ABN staff writer

Acteens gathered under the “big top”
(top photo) at North Little Rock Baring
Cross Church for activities such as a pup-
pet skit about the Cooperative Program.
Part of the atmosphere (right photo)
were clowns Pete and Harley, who gets a
last minute costume adjustment from
Mom, Mrs. Pete Petty. Acteens from all
over the state registered for the annual
event (photo above).

A circus can be different, Acteens soon
discovered when attending a statewide
Encounter May 3-4 at North Little Rock .
Instead of tight wires, ropes, poles,
animals and acrobats under the ‘Big Top,”
they found bright-colored streamers
creating a tent effect and booths display-
ing missions materials.

State, home and foreign missionaries,
dressed in native costumes, manned dis-
play booths sharing information, .ar-
tifacts, brochures and pictures of their
work. b

A puppet skit on the Cooperative
Program by Acteens of Little Rock’s
Geyer Springs First Church was a part of
the ‘Big Top’ show as were clowns, pop-
corn and cold drinks,

A Saturday noon fashion show, pre-
sented by Stuttgart First Church Acteens,
had been used by Janice Reed, director,
and her Acteens to enlist new members.

Page 12

ABN photos/Milie Gill

Several of the models shared how their
involvement in Acteens had led them to
their conversion experience.

Other program features were mission-
ary-led conferences, a worship service
and the commissioning of five Acteens
Activators. Activators is a program for
groups of Acteens and leaders to serve,
at their own expense, in mission tours in
the United States, and is sponsored
through the state convention and South-
ern Baptist Convention.

Graydon Hardister, missionary to
Jordan, was the featured speaker. Guest
musicians were Ted Stanton, missionary
to Argentina, and Mrs. Norman Coad,
missionary to Upper Volta.

Betty Jo Lacy, Acteens director of Ar-
kansas Woman’s Missionary Union, as-
sisted by Louis Criswell and Roy Cook,
staff members of the host church, co-
ordinated the program and activities.

Attendance report

west
Wooster, Fiest

May 19, 1981
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SBC issues: a news analysis

LA messengers to face broad, critical issues

LOS ANGELES (BP) — The denomina-
tional presidency, its incumbent and
powers, head the list of issues facing
messengers to the 1981 annual meeting
of the Southern Baptist Convention June
9-11 in the Los Angeles Convention
Center.

Sandwiched among an array of critical
issues will be usual matters: singing,
preaching, praying, business, hearing
reports from the agencies, adopting a $93
million Cooperative Program budget and
listening to testimonies on missions,
evangelism and Bold Mission Thrust.

Among the controversial issue will be
a proposed change in messenger qualifi-
cation, the report of the committee on
boards, which nominates trustees to the
20 SBC organizations, and the perfor-
mance of those boards, agencies and in-
stitutions.

Floating underneath nearly every issue
to-come before the estimated 8,500 to
10,000 registered messengers is the ques-
tion of doctrinal integrity, creedalism,
biblical infallibility and inerrancy.

Much of the pre-convention thunder
and lightning has centered on the office
of president, a volunteer, nonsalaried
post with a few key powers. Incumbent
Bailey E. Smith, 42, pastor of First South-
ern Church of Del City, Okla., was elect-
ed on the first ballot in the 1980 St. Louis
convention, and will seek the traditional
second one-year term as president of the
13.6 million-member denomination.

Abner V. McCall, 65, president of
Baylor University in Waco, Texas, has an-
nounced he will allow his nomination to
challenge Smith. Supporters say McCall’s
candidacy offers a clear choice between
factions.

Other candidates are expected to
emerge at the convention, turning what
has traditionally been an unopposed re-
election into an all-out campaign.

Much of the controversy centers on
one of the few powers a president has:
appointments. Under SBC rules, a presi-

by Dan Martin

dent can exert enormous influence
through appointments of the committee
on committees, which in turn nominates
the committee on boards, which is
charged with nominating trustees to
govern the 20 SBC agencies.

It is this power a faction of biblical in-
errantists has focused on. Led by Paul
Pressler, an appeals court judge in
Houston, and Paige Patterson, president
of Criswell Center for Biblical Studies in
Dallas, the group says it aims to control
the presidency and with it the appoint-
ment of trustees, particularly those of the
six seminaries.

In past years, presidential appoint-
ments have not been openly challenged.
The issue arose during the presidency of
Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue
Church in Memphis, Tenn., who bowed
out in 1980 after serving only one term.

Rogers, an avowed conservative and
proponent of biblical inerrancy, was ac-
cused of- “stacking” his appointments
with fundamentalists and inerrantists.
The impact of his appointments will
come before the 1981 convention, when
the 1980-81 committee on boards makes
its report.

A group led by Cecil Sherman, pastor
of First Church of Asheville, N.C., and
Kenneth Chafin, pastor of South Main
Church in Houston, will challenge the
report.

One focus is the decision of the com-
mittee on boards not to reappoint some
mid-termers, eligible for second terms.

Smith’s appointments also have drawn
criticism and praise, and both groups are
closely watching for the nominees to the
committee on boards.

Messengers will be required to deal
directly with the question of presidential
power in a recommendation from the
SBC Executive Committee.

The recommendation would revise
Bylaw 21, and require the appointment
of the committee on committees by a
committee of the president and the two

DRAMA LEADERSHIP

CONFERENCE
at RIDGECREST
June 27—July 3, 1981

May 21, 1981

vice presidents. The change, one of its
sponsors says, is not in reaction to
Rogers, but is an attempt to enhance the
vice presidential positions and to diversi-
fy the power.

Another recommendation from the
Executive Committee is almost certain to
draw fire. It proposes a change in Article
11l of the Constitution, changing the
method of qualification of messengers.
The most controversial part of the
change requires Cooperative Program
giving to qualify messengers.

At least one association has gone on
record opposing the change, and biblical
inerrantists are critical of it, since many
designate contributions to SBC causes,
but exclude the seminaries, which many
charge are filled with liberals who do not
believe the Bible to be infallible and in-
errant.

Among the other matters expected to
arise:

—An effort to disenfranchise denom-
inational employees from attending the
convention as registered, voting mes-
sengers;

—Another effort to enforce “doctrinal
integrity” in the institutions, following a
strongly worded resolution passed in St.
Louis exhorting trustees to preserve the
doctrinal integrity of the institutions, and
to ensure belief in an inerrant Bible.

—A challenge to the SBC Christian Life
Commission, over a speech made by a
Bible translator which was sharply critical
of biblical inerrancy. The CLC has dis-
avowed responsibility for the remarks of
the American Bible Society translator,
but criticism has continued.

—Resolutions concerning conserva-
tive causes, including anti-abortion, pro-
capital punishment and other matters.

Many observers predict Los Angeles
will be a pivotal meeting. Others, how-
ever, say it will be simply a prelude to the
main confrontation which will occur at
the 1982 meeting in New Orleans, which
will be held in a location nearer to grass-
roots Southern Baptist strength and in a
year when Smith’s second term would
expire.

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We belleve we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556
Route 2, Box 159A
Gurdon, Ark. 71743
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Sunday School Lessons

(

International
May 24, 1981
Hebrews 9:11-15, 24-28

by Bob Little
Ashdown First Church

Little

Between you and God

The real barrier that separated man from God was not a mere piece of
material, such as the veil that closed off the holy of holies in the tabernacle, but
was an inner spiritual barrier. Only with pure hearts were men free to fel-
lowship with God. Animal sacrifices could bring only a ceremonial cleansing.
Something better was needed which would enable man to come into God's
presence. A way had to be provided for forgiveness and cleansing. This is ac-
complished in the new covenant provided by the blood of Jesus.

The blood of Jesus (Heb. 9:11-15)

How does the blood of Jesus purify? Why is it better than other bloods?
Someone has fittingly suggested, animal blood is impotent to cleanse men from
sin in that it is nonmoral. Human blood cannot accomplish the task because it is
immoral. Only the blood of Christ could suffice because it is moral. So able and
complete is Jesus that we do not need to ever look for another.

The superiority of Jesus’ sacrifice

Ancient sacrifices cleansed a man’s body from ceremonial uncleanness;
the sacrifice removed ceremonial barriers, but the door to God’s presence was
still closed, represented by the veil. The sacrifice of Jesus cleanses a man’s heart,
thus removing the veil.

Christ’s sacrifice provides for. man an eternal redemption and an eternal
relationship. His kind of holiness is infused in us and we are transformed. His
life becomes such a part of us that his character is expressable through ours.

The uniqueness of Jesus’ sacrifice (Heb. 9:24-28)

Three elements compromise the sacrificial work of Jesus. First, he entered
into the Holy Place, the very presence of God. This Holy Place was not the one
man made. Second, his sacrifice does not have to be repeated as did the animal
sacrifices. The sacrifice of Christ has been made and never needs to be made
again. The road to God is forever open, “once and for all.” Third, Christ en-
tered into the presence of God, not only for his own sake, but for ours. The old
sacrifices did not bring salvation to a man’s heart. Christ’s sacrifice is able to
cleanse man within and usher him into God's presence.

The Outlines of Ihe Inlemational Bible hsson lo« Clmslhn Texhln;, Uniform Series, are copy-
righted by the | Council of U

Wanted: Good Samaritan Christians '

Wanted: Good Samaritan Christians  enough money to meet the care of the
to work with troubled youth. The youth  child and your needs.
have experienced family conflict, ne- Couples who have reared their own
glect, rejection and abuse. A Christian  children are in the best position to meet
couple who will provide an Inn with a the needs of these children. Couples
warm loving atmosphere is needed. The  with one pre-school child will be consid-
children will abide with you until their ered.
wounds have begun to heal. A qualified If you are interested, contact the
team of child care workers will minister  Superintendent, Charlie Belknap, at the
to the wounds of neglect, rejection and Arkansas Baptist Home for Children,
abuse while the children abide in your P.O. Box 180, Monticello, AR 71655, or
cottage. Arkansas Baptists will provide phone 367-5358.
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Jesus Christ
is with us

Where is He? In a
world where terror-
ists push civilized
people to the brink
of destruction,
where violent peo-
ple mock human
rights, where infla-
tion rips moral val-
ues and immorality
parades with wide
acceptance, is Jesus
still walking with us?

The early believers formed this ques-
tion. Some wondered if Jesus’ ascension
meant he had escaped from a bad scene.

John, who suffered as a believer, as-
sured persecuted believers of Jesus’
presence. The Messenger had a message.

The message

John spoke directly to the needs of his
readers. He indentified with them as
“brother” and ““fellow-partaker.” He was
with them in “tribulation, and kingdom
and perseverence” (v. 9, NASB). John
ministered out of experienced suffering.

He refused to bow at Domitian’s altar.
The Apostle was exiled because he was
faithful to God’s Word. His tribulation
did not produce bad results. Like wheat
ground into flour, John saw good in suf-
fering.

Being in the Spirit on the Lord’s day
prepared John to receive a message. Suf-
fering sensitized him to God’s presence.

The message was ‘‘to the seven
churches” whose members suffered
from Rome’s sword. The message is also
for us.

Walker

The Messenger

A voice spoke and John turned to
listen. He saw seven golden candlesticks,
churches, and “one like a son of man,”
]esus, standing in the middle of the

ks. The voice ded like a
trumaet It demanded attention.

Many of the symbols John used had an
Old Testament background. He recog-
nized Jesus’ immediate presence be-
cause he was familiar with past revela-
tions.

The robe emphasizes Jesus’ priestly
and kingly role. The adornment around
his head shows holiness, His eyes suggest
omniscience. Brass feet point to strength.
His voice, like the waters John heard,
command authority. The sword symbol-
izes conquest and the dazzling bright-

This lesson treatment is based on the Life and
Work Curriculum for Southern Baptist
copyright by The Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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Revelation 1:9-20

by James A. Walker

Stewardship Director
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ness reflects his deity.

Such a strong presence caused John to
fall at his feet. The living Christ touched
and encouraged John, and through him,
others.

The Messenger spoke a work of assur-
ance. He was alive! The Living One is still
among us. He resurrects his people from
dead and dying situations.
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I Samuel 13:1-15:35

by J. D. Passmore
Current-Gaines Association

Passmore

Saul’s success and failure

Saul started out with the characteristics of one who would make a great
king. He was humble, strong, a natural leader, brave and willing to depend on
God. He had a fatal flaw; he let success go to his head.

Saul’s sin

He had just begun his reign when conflicts began to develop. The Philis-
tines, always a strong enemy, were more determined than ever to destroy the
new king and his followers. They came against the Israelites with a strong army.
Saul and his men waited on a word from Samuel as to what they should do.
When Samuel did not appear when he was expected, Saul took to himself the
role of a priest and offered sacrifices to God. When Samuel arrived and found
out what had happened he told Saul that the kingdom would be taken from
him and his family for this act of disobedience to God.

Saul’s successes

A small band of soldiers under the leadership of Jonathan, the son of Saul,
at God'’s direction attacked the Philistine army. God caused confusion to come
among the Philistines and they turned on each other. The Israelites made the
most of the confusion and routed the enemy with victory after victory that day.
In the heat of battle the men of Israel were forbidden to eat by Saul. Jonathan
was unaware of this and ate some honey. Saul was determined to put him to
death when this was revealed to him. Hls men refused to let him for they loved
Jonathan. -

Saul’s stubborness
Saul and his army were commanded by God to destroy the nation of
Amalek for what they had done to Israel as they came into the promised land.
The destruction was to be complete. The command was only partially carried
out. Saul told Samuel that the animals were for sacrifice. Samuel reminded him
and us that God prefers obedience to sacrifice. This was Saul’s final act that cost
him his kingdom. He had refused to obey God.
This lesson treatment is based on the Bible Book Study for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permis-
sion,
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SEE PASSION PLAY

OF CHRIST’S LIFE ON EARTH
Internationally acclaimed outdoor
drama. Visit the many local attractions
of “LITTLE SWITZERLAND"' and take a
scenic train ride. 'AAA" rated. Heated
pool. Several large new rooms ideal for
church groups. For brochure, church
and group rates write: SWISS VILLAGE
MOTEL, Rt. 1, Box 5, Eureka Springs,
Ark. 72632, or call (501) 253-9541.
Jack and Mae Rush, your new hosts.

An Unbeatable Vacation Pair

The Great Passion Play, the Ozark
Mountains and the 1876 Inn and Restau-
rant — an unforgettable experience.

Relive the important religious messa
portrayed in the Great Passion Play, whl e
enjoying the Ozark hospitality and gour-
mcl dlnlng of the 1876 Inn and Restau-

rour mind at ease at our quiet, cen-

ted luxury accommodations in
Eurekz Springs, sas. Visit our his-
toric downtown area. Special group rates
are available.

Ticket reservations for the Great Pas-
sion Play and lnnsgomllon arrange-
ments can be made by us, just for your

Enjoy a Eureka Spd.ng’nperlcnce and
take home a reminder from our dynamic
gift shop to help you relive your Ozark
vacation.

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-643-3030 or
(501) 253-7183.

Or write: Rt. 1, Box 247-C, Eurcka
2632.

Lconvenlen:e. Springs, Arkansas 7.

(‘The Great Passion Play and the Ozarks: )
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Baptist Building sold
to foundation

DALLAS (BP) The administrative
committee of the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas has authorized sale ot
the Baptist Building to the W. A. Criswell
Foundation Inc. for $1.7 million cash.

The terms include placing $100,000 in
escrow with the remainder due at the
tume ot occupancy. Anticipated moving
date of the state convention offices is late
summer or early fall.

W. A_ Criswell, pastor ot First Church,
said the building will house the 600 stu-

(dents trom the elementary school of the

church and give it room to expand.
With the acquisition ot the Baptist
Building, First Church and the Founda-
tion own seven square blocks ot prime
downtown Dallas property valued at
n $25 million.
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Dallas Baptist
to honor Bailey Smith

DALLAS (BP) — Balley E. Smith, presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention,
will receive an honorary doctor of bibli-
cal studies degree when he addresses the
12th spring commencement ‘at Dallas
Baptist College, May 15.

In announcing the honorary degree,
Marvin Watson, DBC president, said
Smith has contributed to our time in a
most significant and positive manner.

Smith, pastor of First Southern Church
in Del City, Okla., since 1973, was elected
president of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in 1980 while also serving as
president of the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Oklahoma.
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SBC resolutions committee

expected to be moderate
by Stan L. Hastey

WASHINGTON  (BP) Although
Southern Baptist Convention President
Bailey Smith’s appointments to the com-
mittee on committees have drawn fire
from some quarters within the denomi-
nation, his committee on resolutions is
being praised for the moderation and
denominational loyalty of its members.

Numerous sources have told Baptist
Press that virtually to a person, the seven
men and three women named by the
embattled Smith to process and recom-
mend resolutions to the June 9-11 ses-
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention
in Los Angeles can be expected to deal
with controversial subjects in an even-
handed manner.

Committee chairman Charles D.
Graves, pastor of Nichols Hills Church in
Oklahoma City, appears to retlect the
composition of the group. A self-de-
scribed “conservative” in theological
matters, Graves said he has a “real desire
to be fair.” He added that he considers
himself conservative theologically in the

same way “‘every Southern Baptist | know *

is conservative.”

Graves said he has yet to teel pressure
trom other Southern Baptists who will be
pushing their favorite causes in Los
Angeles before the resolutions panel.
But he expects he will.

He is asking that proposed resolutions
be submitted in advance to expedite the
committee’s work. They should be
mailed at the earliest possible date to:
Charles Graves, Nichols Hills Baptist
Church, 2825 Northwest Grand Boule-
vard, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73116.

According to sources close to the
Oklahoma City pastor, he can be expect-
ed to move the committee in a “posi-
tive” vein and to deal effectively with
controversial matters.

Last year’s resolutions committee was
widely believed to have sparked more
controversy than any previous panel,
due in large measure to several members
who pressed hard for their own causes.

“HRWAS  result, messengers to the St. Louis

convention last June reversed the posi-
tion of the convention on a number of
highly volatile issues, including abortion
and the Equal Rights Amendment. In ad-
dition, the committee recommended
and the convention adopted “Resolution
16," a strong statement supporting bibli-
cal inerrancy.

This year's committee, composed of
seven pastors, two pastors’ wives and one
laywoman, is widely perceived to be
much more “balanced” than last year's
committee which was appointed by
former SBC President Adrian Rogers of
Memphis, Tenn.

Besides Graves, two other members of

the panel currently serve on the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee, as required by con-
vention bylaws. They are Gordon Dorian,
pastor of Olivet Church in Wichita, Kan,,
and John Sullivan, pastor of Broadmoor
Church in Shreveport, La. Both are
described as loyal to the denomination,
while conservative theologically.

Other pastors on the committee are
Bob Bacon, Del Norte Church of Albu-
querque; Billy Barber, First Church ot
Tampa, Fla.; Morris Chapman, First
Church ot Wichita Falls, Texas; and Joel
Gregory, Gambrell Street Church of Fort
Worth, Texas.

Although all seven of the pastors are
described in varying shades ot theologi-
cal conservatism, most have solid records
ol involvement in denominational at-
tairs, especially at the state convention
level. Bacon and Sullivan currently are
presidents of the New Mexico and Loui-
siana conventions respectively, while
Graves is a tormer president of the Bap-
tist General Convention of Oklahoma.

According to sources contacted by
Baptist Press, none of the seven is known
to be actively involved on either side of
the inerrancy battle.

Ot the three women named to the
panel, two are wives of pastors active in
denominational life. Jayne (Mrs. John)
Dunaway is the wite of the current vice
chairman of the SBC Executive Com-
mittee. Dunaway, pastor of First Church
of Corbin, Ky,; also has held a variety of
oftices in Kentucky Baptist life.

Carol (Mrs. John) Swartz is married to
the pastor of Bethel Southern Church ot
Escondido, Calit., who in turn has served
as chairman of the executive board of
the Southern Baptist General Conven-
tion of California. She is a school teacher.

The other woman on the committee,
Vivian (Mrs. Henry) Simpson, is a veteran
in denominational affairs, having served
two terms on the Home Mission Board
and as a member of the program com-
mittee for the Bapusr State Convention
of NortfrCarolina. Her husband is direc-
tor of missions, Little River Association in
Lillington,

According to those interviewed, none
of the 10 members of the resolutions
committee is known to be a crusader on
any issue in the public arena. Allhough
most have the reputation of being sensi-
tive to the needs of people, none is
known to be coming to the committee
with a “pet” issue to be pushed through

at any cost.

It such observations prove true, this
year’s panel can be expected to approve
and recommend to the convention
resolutions in the mainstream of South-
ern Baptist thinking,
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