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Im~st say H 
Charles H. Ashcraft/ Executive Secretary 

From desert floor to high nse 
(Bible friends stories No. 3) 

Ishmael came into the world in slightly less than ideal circumstances. 
He was illegitimate, sort of, by our standards today, but no less Abraham's 
son than Isaac. His low birth·was not his fault, and God saw well to that. 
There are surely no problems equal to family problems. No more pitiful 
scene has been recorded than the flight of Hagar and Ishmael from 
Abraham's household (Gen. 21 :14-21). Ishmael was on his own, but God 
never forgot him. He became the father of the Arab world and lives today 
in the hearts of this great community. I wish to renew my friendship with 
Ishmael, not because he owns most of the world's oil, but because he filled 
God's design for his life and his large family needs Christ as their Saviour 
and Lord. , 

Ishmael repre~ents a majority of the world's people who have had to 
scrounge for a crumb. They are coming into their own now after so many 

. forgotten centuries. Nothing is more crucial to world peace, order and our 
eternal destiny than the evangelization of this great branch of God's 
original family. · · 

There are hordes of people today with low beginnings. Some are born 
into hated minority groups. Others into ethnic groups with little or no 
heritage, fighting for their she.er existence at every turn. Some are born into 
homes where coldness and darkness dwells. Some arrive in this world cir
cumvented by caste systems from which they can never escape. Others ar
rive with mental limitations, not of their doing, but dwell all their days in a 
semi-darkness unknown by others. Still others enter life with the curse of 
many centuries of prejudice resting heavily upon their shoulders. Many are 
born into an age-long climate which does not admit to development, 
achievement or personal liberation. Some seem to wear a special curse in
herited from another in some ancient generation. Others possess genetical 
problems which consign them to social disapproval and rejection. 

I suppose some of us will never know just how impoverished many of 
the people of the world really are. We can never celebrate our liberation 
until we come to the help of those in similar fortune. 

In Christ, low birth is no deterrent because he gives life and identifies 
with the outcasts (Luke 4:17-19). We can do nothing better than to make 
fast friends with those of lesser birth knowing the distance from the desert 
floor to the high rise dwelling is a short distance for God. Those on their 

. way ~p should be nice to others as they may meet them again one day on 
their way back down. 

I must say it! 

In this issue 

Look to spring 4 
The writers of the "Food and fel
lowship" column are looking 
ahead to spring, especially kite
flying weather, with suggestions 
for an outing and a recipe for a 
treat after the kite-flying. 

Arkansas all over 6, 7 
News about Arkansas persons and 
the activities of churches around 
the state is the subject of two 
regular features containing brief 
items . 

Analyzing Carter 18 
A Baptist Press writer sees Jimmy 
Carter's Presidency as the begin
ning of a new spirit of hope for 
America. W. Barry Garrett's article 
offers some thoughts on the past 
and the future and Carter's role in 

· the course of the nation. 

Pat on the back 24 
A missions mover from outside 
Southern Baptist circles has told a 
group of Baptist women that the 
SBC Home Mission Board is the 
only one among denominations 
which "cuts the mustard". 
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The importance of member training 

Evangelism is the heartbeat of Southern Baptists. 
We have been right in making this our priority. But 
sometimes we have neglected member training. The 
sad truth is that at least one of every two persons on 
our church roll is lost from active kingdom service in 
his church. Much of the solution to this problem lies in 
member training. 

. Everything that Baptists do should grow out ·of or 
be consistent with solid Bible doctrine. Christ himself 
commanded member training. He said, "Go ye 
therefore, and teach (disciple) all nations, baptizing 
them ... teaching them to observe all things whatso
ever I have commanded you . ·.." (Matt. 28:19-20). 
Thus, the responsibility of every church is to 
evangelize, baptize and train people. 

Failure to train members may result in their being . 
lost from kingdom service and their becoming in
volved in some non-biblical religion. Paul warned, 
' iThat we henceforth be no more children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive." (Eph. 4:14) 

When Christians are allowed to remain babes in 
Christ, they become easy prey for the clever tricks of 
men. The word translated "sleight" was a term used for 
being able to . cleverly manipulate dice. The best 
protection against those who trick, manipulate and 
deceive is a thorough knowledge of God's Word. It is 
the responsibility of the local church to provide train
ing. 

Sometimes members are lost to kingdom service 
because they have no meaningful involvement in their 
local 'church. We can be grateful that every congrega
tion has a nucleus of faithful, dedicated members. 
These are the people who are committed to the lord's 
work. They are burdened for sin-sick sours. It is their 
desire that they themselves and others will mature in 

Guest editorial 
On supporting the pastor 

Studies show that many ministers suffer from a low 
"self esteem". Certainly, there are exceptions. It is ob
vious, however, that a pastor takes an emotional 
beating in carrying out what he believes he is called to 
do. 

What is he ca.lied to do? Ask five people a~d there 
will be · as many job descriptions ·for the pastor. 
"Preaching the Gospel" is a pat answer to the ques
tion, "What is the preacher's main task?" But what is 
preaching the Gospel? It depends on who defines the 
terms. 

A pastor and his family need support because they 
live in a context of widely differing views. Everyone 
does this, but it affects the pastor and his family more 

.February 10, 1977 

The editor's page· 
J. Everett Sneed 

the lord. Member training will enlarge this group and 
make the total congregation more effective. 
· Member training should include the initial train
ing of new members, the on-going training of all 
members and church leadership training. New 
member training is of vital importance whether the 
new member is a new convert or a new mem.ber by, 
transfer of membership from another congregation . 

If the new member has recently been saved, it is 
exceedingly important that he · learn the Bible 
teachings. He will also need to be taught about church 
polity and organization. The months immediately fol
lowing conversion are of great importance, particular-

. ly for an adult, in determining his future kingdom ser
vice. . ' ' 

. . A change of thur_ch membership may also be a 
traumatic experience for a long-standing Baptist 
church member. He will need to learn about his new 
church, its organization and programs. Most of all he 
will. need to feel welcome, wanted and needed. A 
pastor's class or new members' class is the best way to 
meet the needs of all new church members. 

On-going member training is essential for each 
successful church. In member training, individuals not 
only ~ave opportunity to experience the excitement of 
learning but also they are challenged to greater in
volvement in .kingdom service. Certainly, leadership 
training is of great value to a churth. Training of key 
leaders may make the difference between great 
leaders or just mediocre ones. 

Southern Baptists are fortunate to have a program 
which provides new member, 9n-going and leadership 
training. It is our church training program. However, 
much of a church's success, involvement of members 
and future depends on the quality of the church train-
ing. · 

because they are directly linked to what people ex
pect. They are also put in the position of hearing more 
about what people think. 

A pastor needs support because he is constantly 
faced with the temptation to compromise and/or ac
commodate. In many cases this can be done without 
serious consequences, but certain convictions cannot 
be compromised without emotional strain. 

Supporting the pastor by being liberal with him 
fina11cially is important, but showing him a generous 
attitude is important as well. 

letting the pastor know that you are a loyal sup
porter of .the church and his ministry would be a good 
New Year's resolution. - Hudson Baggett in the 
"Alabama Baptist" 
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Oral history 
One layman's opinion by Bernes K. Selph 

Oral history is a new method of secur
ing and preserving material of the past.

Daniel R. Grant/ President, OBU It is simply a personal interview 
recorded on tape and transcribed into a 
more permanent form. The Arkansas 

Ben Elrod moves from snakebite to frostbite Baptist Historical Commission is in

One of the most challenging parts of 
my job as president of Ouachita Baptist 
University is counseling faculty and staff 
members when problems arise. Ben 
Elrod, Ouachita's . vice president for 
development, and truly outstanding in 
the .field of fund raising, has come up 
with a growing, festering problem. It has 
not yet caused a breach in our fel
lowship but I am deeply concerned that 
it may,. · 

The problem is simply that Dr. Elrod 
feels that he should take off a day or two 
from his work every year or so. I have 
warned him with the admonition that 
"an idle mind is the devil's workshop", 
but he doesn't seem to hear me. A few 
years ago he took a day off from wor~ 
and went over to his cabin on the Caddo 
River for some fishing. Apparently God 
sent a serpent to teach him a lesson. He 
was in the hospital several days while 
recovering from the poisonous venom 
of a copperhead snake. He .spent a few 

. more days recovering from the hives 
· that developed as a reaction to the cure 
they gave him for the snakebite. 

- Not ·more than two years later Ben 
took another day off from work and was 
right back at his Caddo River cabin. This 
time a snow and ice storm came, the 
likes of which that part of Arkansas had 
not seen for many years. Only the com-

Kite flying 
The winds of ·March will soon blow 

again, and it will be time to fly a kite and 
feel the tug of the string on your fingers 
as the wind seeks to pull it away. Young 
and old respond to this thrill and 
remember ·and look -forward to this 
season of .the year. 

Getting a kite successfully into the air 
is quite a challenge. The wind must be 
strong enough; the tail must be suf
ficient; and, very important, there must 
be no tree limbs or overhead wires for it 
to get entangled in. 

We would like to suggest a Sunday 
afternoon kite flying party for your Sun
day School class. This works well for a 
young adult class where the family is in
vited. And, of course, it is · a marvelous 

passion of a Ouachita faculty member, 
. Joe Nix, and his four-wheel drive Jeep, 

rescued him and brought him safely 
back to civilization. 

I thought Ben had learned his lesson. 
Recently he came in and told me that 
Harry Trulove, executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist foundation, wanted 
him to take a few days off from work to 
accompany him on a hardship trip to 
Miami Beach to attend a workshop on 
the new federal estate tax laws. I now -
feel a little guilty for not warning Harry 
that God was still dealing with Ben in 
this matter of taking time off from work. 
As it turned out, they both went down 
to Miami Beach and what happened 
then is well-known weather history. All 
of Florida, and Miami in particular, had 
its coldest weather in history, and Miami 
had its first snow in history. Typhoid 
Mary certainly has nothing on Blizzard 
Ben! 

One would think that Ben Elrod is 
now ready for serious counseling about 
his problem. There is some doubt, 
however. At last report he was working 
on the final details for a new approach 
to fund raising. He was taking com
petitive bids from the hotel associations 
in Florida, California and · Hawaii, to 
determine who would make the largest / 
gift to Ouachita if he would not come 
for a visit. 

Food and fellowship 
Virginia Kirk and Jane Purtle 

idea for a group o{ 11 or 12-year-olds. 
We have tried it both ways. 

Choose a . country hillside where 
children can run free and tell the_guests 
to bring their own kites, string and tail 
material. It's a good idea to bring a few 
extra kites because some are going to 
"get away", and each child needs to . 
have his own. Little children will need 
help, so adults will have an opportunity 
for plenty of exercise. 

After an hour or so of being out in the 
fresh air, everyone will be ready for 
some refreshments. This i-s an easy mat
ter if everyone shares in bringing. A jug 

.or two of fr~it punch and some cookies 
will taste good after running in the 
spring air. For a cookie that children 

terested in implementing this project 
and has done enough preliminary work 
to recognize its value. 

Names of prospects for interviewing 
are secured. Arrangements are made 
with the proposed prospect and a 
quest ionnaire is sent. This gives time for 
one to think through one's experiences 
and correlate ideas. Usually the inter
view is held in the home, or familiar sur
roundings, ·and i~ simply a conversation 
guided by the one conducting the inter
view with a free ·range of discourse by 
the one interviewed. Notes may be 
taken along with the recording. Agree
ment is made that the information 
received becomes the sole property of 
the Commission and may be used as 
resource material. 

The information is transcribed and the 
one interviewed is _privileged to review 
it for correction or supplemental 
material, if such is needed. This cor
rected mate.rial along with the tape is 
placed in the Commission's library. · If 
thought wise the material may be 
sealed, not to be used before a certain 
date. 

This method should make available 
resources usually untouched, since 
writing is laborious for many who 
otherwise talk freely about incidents of 
human and historical interest. 

(and big people) love, we are gi~ing a 
slightly modified recipe for old 
fashioned Ranger cookies. This cookie 
keeps and travels well. 

Ranger cookies 
1 cup shortening or margarine 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup brown sugar 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
2 cups flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
½ teaspoon salt 
2 cups bran flakes or raisin bran 
1 cup coconut 
2 cups oatmeal 

Cream the shortening and sugars. 
Add eggs and beat until ligh~ and fluffy. 
Stir in vanilla and dry ingredients, sifted 
together. Add bran, coconut and 
oatmeal. Refrigerate if desired, over
night or longer. Or bake immediately. 
Drop by teaspoons on greased baking 
sheet. Cook at 375 degrees for 8 to 10 
minutes or until lightly brown. Makes 6 
to 7 dozen. 
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Letters to the editor 
'Inaccurate picture' 

Editor's note: The following letters 
concern an article which appeared in 
the Jan. 27 issue of the ABN. The facts in 
this article were taken from a story in 
the Nov. 11, 1976, "Ashley County 
Ledger", which apparently were based 
on an interview with Raymond Atwood, 
pastor of First Church, Hamburg. 

As a former missionary journeyman 
who lived in Tukuyu, Tanzania, for two 
years, I found conditions there 
somewhat different than Raymond 
Atwood. The article about his participa
tion in a recent crusade in Tukuyu car
ried some statements and implications 
that give an inaccurate picture of our 
mission work there. 

Though missionaries do leave Tan; 
zania, the reasons are personal and not 
solely because of Communistic in
fluence. There are difficulties, but the 
people and government are most recep
tive to missionaries. 

The implications that the African peo
ple, particularly the Wanakusa, are dirty 
is an inaccurate observation. The people 
of the Southern Highlands in Tanzania 
are very conscious of cleanliness and 
would be terribly offended by Atwood's 

. statement about "going to heaven dir
ty". 

If Atwood was told that the fire and 
drums at night were to keep wild 
animals away, then he was the victim of 
an African joke. The fires are for warmth 

and the drums are either for funerals or 
entertainment. The nearest wild animals 
to Mr. Atwood while he was in Tukuyu 
were probably 100 miles cross country. 

The picture accompanying the article 
might also lend itself to misrepresenta
tion. The Wanakusa no longer carry 
spears unless they happen to have to 
make a journey by foot at night. They 
are farmers for the most part, and there 
are no animals left to hunt in their 
region. 

Lest I seem to cast a pallor on the 
whole article, I will support Mr. 
Atwood's statement that many were 
saved when he participated in the team 
effort in Tukuyu, Tanzania. The mis
sionaries there have already com
municated to me that the crusade was a 
success. It's important to me to protect 
the credibility of that report by accurate 
reporting about all things. - Charles G. 
Johnson, minister of education .and 
youth, Sherwood Baptist, NLR 

• * • 

In reading through your Jan. 27 issue, 
I noted that the article concerning a visit 
paid to East Africa contains several er
rors of fact and judgment. I would call 
your readers' attention to this and ask 

· them not to consider it an accurate 
portrayal of the countries or people of 
East Africa. 

Should anyone be interested in do
ing so, I would be happy to answer cor
respondence about East Africa. I have 
spent a rather large part _of the past 20 

SLEJ.GH VISITATION - The inclement Arkansas weather of past weeks did not 
hamper church visitation for Captain Lovell, pastor of First Church_in Harrisburg. 
He, Mrs. Lovell and son G,:eg made calls in their 1890 Canadian sleigh pulled by the 
family horse, Trigger. The six to eight inches of snow made the task easy, and the 
mode of travel provided fun for several days, not only for the Lovell famtly, but for 
others in Harrisburg. 

February 10, 1977 

years studying about and working in East 
Africa. I believe I know the area fairly 
well. - Clarence A. Allison, 227 East C 
Street, North Little Rock 72116 

Opposes Broadman book 
In the recent state Sunday School 

Convention and in a recently 
associational-sponsored conference 
have heard leaders refer to and recom
mend the eight-volume Bible Survey 
Series. Some things in one volume of 
that · series should cause deep concern 
to Southern Baptists. The first volume, 
An Introduction to the Bible, by L. D. 
Johnson, lays the foundation for the 
whole series and deals with revelation, 
inspiration and what kind of book the 
Bible is. Below is a summary of the kind 
of book this volume presents the Bible 
to be. 

The conquest records of Joshua are 
terrifying and morally inferior to the 
Sermon on the Mt. (p. 6); some things in 
the Bible are embarrassing (p. 11) and 
morally confusing (p. 25); passages in 
the Psalms violate Christ's spirit (p. 25); 
miracles don't require a supernatural 
explanation (p. 14); the Bible contains 
errors and inconsistencies (p. 15, 26, 27); 
the only way God had to reveal himself 
_was through the crude and terrible sub
Christian ethics and sub-Christian 
theology of his people (p. 25, 26); in
spiration is nothing more than an im
pulse from God to write his revelation 
(p. 26, 27); what is written is not neces
sarily God's revelation, but merely 
man's understanding of that revelation 
(p. 6, 25); the creation account is mostly 
symbolic but not scientific in meaning 
and unreconciliable to scientific dis
ciplines (p. 54); Moses didn't author the 
Pentateuch (p. 60-61); Isaiah didn't write 
Isaiah 40-60 (p. 62); and Job is a drama 
(p. 68). Johnson doesn't consider an 
original letter-perfect Bible to be neces
sary (p. 26-27). 

God's own explanation of revelation 
and inspiration in 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 
Peter 1:21 is not only insufficient, but 
unworthy of mention by Johnson. The 
views in this book clearly disagree with 
Southern Baptists' doctrine as stated in 
the Baptist .Faith and Message. How 
does the Sunday School Board justify 
the printing of such materials? Do our 
leaders agree with the above views 
when they recommend these books to 
us? It is disappointing, to say the least, 
that the views of tl)is book are the Bible 
survey materials being recommended 
for study by the teachers and leaders of 
our churches. I for one feel that this 
book deserves the same treatment given 
the original Volume 1 of the Broadman 
Commentary. - Frank Jones, pastor, 
Reynolds Memorial Church, Little Rock 

Pages 



Arkansas all over _ _____________~ _ people 
Raymond Palmer has accepted the 

call as full-time minister of Immanuel 
Church, Russe llville. He 'has served the 
church on a part-time basis for the past 
three and one-half years. Born in Leslie, 
he is a graduate of Arkansas Tech 
University and holds a- master of divinity 
degree from Golden Gate s·eminary. 
Palmer has pastored churches both in 
Arkansas and California. He and his 
wife, Jean, are parents of two sons and 
orie daughter. 

Mark Short Ill joined the staff oHay
etteville First Church on Feb. 1 as 
minister of music. He came to the Fay
etteville Church from Meadow Lane in 
Arlington, Tex. Short holds a bachelor of 
music degree from Oklahoma Baptist 
University and the master of church 
music degree from Southwestern 
Seminary. He has served churches in 

· New Mexico, O~lahoma and Texas, and 
has worked as auditorium manager at 
Glorieta Baptist Conference Center for 
four summers. His wife, Elaine, is a 
native .of Illinois and . is a graduate of 
Oklahoma Baptist University. 

Mike Castleman, a member of Little 
Rock Second Church, has begun his 
term of office on the Board of Directors 
for the City of Little Rock. 

Mrs. A.O. Vest, a patient in Russell- · 
ville Nursing Home, recently celebrated 
her 80th birthday; and her family pre
sented her with a money tree, a dollar 
for each year. Mrs. Vest sent the total 
sum of her birthday money to Dr. 
Charles H. Ashcraft, Executive Secretary 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Conven
tion, designating the entire $80 go to the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
foreign missions. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Brown of Little 
Rock were honored on their 60th wed
ding anniversary Jan. 29. The anniversary 
party was a dinner at the Golden Host 
Cafeteria in Little Rock. The couple was 
married on Jan. 25, 1917, and are parents 
of one daughter and four sons. They 
have nine grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. The Browns are 
members of Olivet Church where they 
have both been actively engaged in all · 
phases of the church work. He has 
served as a deacon of the church for ap
proximately 45 years. 

Bill Spears has pastored Mulberry First 
Church for the past 10 months during 
which time_140 have made professions · 
of faith with 100 of these being baptized. 
At the ·present time the church is 
engaged in a building program which 
will include a new parsonage, followed 
by the construction of a new 

· auditorium. 
Wayne Bass, Rufus Garner, Waymori 

Palmer Short 

Sides and Glenn Wilson were ordained 
as deacons of Danville First Church on 
Jan. 23. Thomas Lindley, Director of Mis
sions for Dardanelle-Russellville As
sociation, delivered the charge. ·Jesse 
Reed, Director of Ev,angelism of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
brought the ordination message. Rudy 
Gallegly is pastor. 

Ada Walden, 39, wife of Roy Walden, 
died on Jan. 14. Walden is former pastor 
of Winslow Church. 

David L. Nix joined the staff of Watson 
Chapel Church on Jan. 17 as youth 
director. Nix, who is a native of Malvern, 
has been employed by Arkansas Power 
and Light Company. He surrendered to 
full -time Christian service on Oct. 10, 
1976, and was licensed to preach by Im
manuel Church in Pine Bluff. He and his 
wife; Gail, are parents of two sons, David 
Justin and William Timothy. The church 
honored the family with a reception ori 
Jan. 30. 

William Probasco, pastor of Conway 
First Church, attended a Bible con
ference in St. Petersburg, Fla., Feb. 7-11 
at which Stephen Olford was main 
speaker. 

Nathan Newby and Carl Grimes were 
ordained as deacons of Clarendon First 
Church on Jan . 23. Jim R. Davis is pastor. 

Jack Taylor of San Antonio, Tex., was 
speaker for special services held .at 
Springdale First Church Jan. 23-26. 
Taylor, a graduate of Hardin Simmons 
University and Southwestern Seminary, 
is president of Dimensions in Christian 
Living. Clifford Palmer is pastor of the 
Springdale Church . 

Phil Hardin, who has been serving on 
the -staff of Siloam Springs, First Church, 
has accepted the call to become 
minister of music and youth at Levy 
Church, North Little Rock. 

Derrell Whitehurst began his seventh 
year as pastor of Walnut Street Church, 
Jonesboro, on ,Jan. 30. 

Rick Kersey, a former member of the 
Razorback team, ~ill be special speaker 

at the youth Valentine banquet of 
Watson Chapel Church in Pine Bluff. 
"An Eyening on the Arkansas Queen" 
will be theme for the function to be 
held on Feb. 12 at 7 p.m. 

Mark Tolbert was ordained as a 
deacon of Central Church, Jonesboro, 
on Jan. 23. The ordination service was 
held during the church's Sunday eve
ning services. R. Wilbur Herring is 
pastor. 

Eddie McCord, pastor of First Church, 
DeWitt, led a study or;i the Deacon Fami
ly Ministry Plan on Feb. 1 at Clarendon 
First Church. 

Harold Cook, Roland Evans and John 
Halbert were ordained as deacons in a 
Sunday evening service held at Lake
shore Drive Church in Little Rock on 
Jan . 16. Jerry Wilcox is pastor. 

Gene Davis assumed the duties as full
time pastor of Shady Grove Church on 
Jan. 28. 

Jim Elliff, pastor of Indian Hills Church 
in North Little Rock, will be guest 
speaker at a Valentine banquet for 
youth of Fordyce First Church Feb. 12. 
Cline D-. Ellis is pastor. 

Work to continue 
on Ouachita dorm 

ARKADELPHIA - Work to remodel 
and update the Cone-Bottoms dor
mitory (built in 1923) • at Ouachita 
University will continue with money 
provided by the Arkansas State Baptist 
_Convention and the "For Women Only" 
fund-raising campaign, according to Ed 
Coulter, vice president for administra
tion at OBU. 

Ouachita recently received, due to an 
overage in the budget, approximately 
$38,000 from the Convention . Added to 
this will be $14,000 · from the "For 
Women Only" campaign which also 
provided money last summer to com
pletely redecorate Cone Bottoms' lob
by. 

Thi_s money, Dr. Cou lter said, would 
be used to "rework the plumbing, 
replace the dormitory's anti.que boiler 
and provide additional work on the 
electrical outlets and ligh't fixtures of the 
building." Further redecorating would 
also be considered he said. 

Although the OBU administration is 
sti ll trying to determine the exact alloca
tion of the money, the details shou ld be 
worked out so that actual construction 
can begin this summer, Dr. Coulter said. 

"This generous gift is just another sigh 
of the streng~h of the Arkansas Baptists 
and the dedication of the-Convention to 
helping Ouachita," Dr. Coulter said. 

Page& ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 



·Arkansas all over ________ briefly 
An Arkansas Valley associational Bap

tist Men and Women's Fellowship sup
per was held on Jan . 31 at Marianna First 
Church. Carl Fawcett is director of mis
sions. 

Calvary Church, Little Rock, has 
begun a building program that will in
clude expansion of the auditorium and 
improvements to fellowship hall. Phil 
Lineberger is pastor. 

Reconciliation, a group from 
Ouachita University, will provide enter
tainment for the youth and adult Valen
tine banquets to be held at Life Line 
Church in Little Rock Feb. 13. 

Woodlawn Church in Little Rock will 
dedicate its new facilities ·on March 6. 
Herman Voegele Jr. is pastor. 

Geyer Springs Church, Little Rock, 
will be in revival Feb. 13-16 •with Tai 
Bonham of Oklahoma City, Okla., as 
evangelist. Jamall Badry of Irving, Tex., 
will be in charge of music. Paul Sanders 
is pastor. 

Newark Mission in Independence As
sociation held its first meeting recently 
with the group voting to have Bible 
study each Tuesday night. At this 
meeting the group also voted to call the 
mission "The Southern Baptist Mission 
of Newark". The mission property is 
now completely paid for, and in the very 
near future a mobile chapel will be 
.available from the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention Missions Department for 
use by the mission. This mission is spon- . 
sored by Cord Church, Emmett Powers, 
pastor. 

Woodland Heights Church, Harrison, 
held a lay weekend revival Jan. 28-30. 
Speakers for the revival were Jim Albrit
ton, Tom Allen, Dr. James Sawyer .and 
Cletus Hudson. Joseph A. Hogan is 
pastor. 

Blytheville First Church is sponsoring 
a retreat to Tannenbaum for young peo

. pie on Feb. 18. Tom Westbrook, minister 
of youth at Handley Church, Ft. Worth, 
Tex., will be gueat leader for the retreat. 

West Memphis First Church has 
planned five Youth Happenings in
cluding visitation, high attendance day, 
an old-fashioned Valentine's party, a 
special fellowship with youth of First 
Church, Millington, Tenn., as guests. 
The Happenings will conclude with a 
Youth ·Reaching Youth Clinic on Feb. 26. 

Specia·I events planned at Alma First 
Church for the month of February in
clude a youth ski trip to Marble Falls, 
youth and adult sweetheart banque.ts on 
Feb. 12, a junior high choir ice skating 
trip and a tour on March 9-12 for church 
members to Bellingraph Gardens, 
Grand Ole Opry Tour and a visit to the· 
Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Nashville. 
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Calvary Church, Little Rock, held a 
special Sunday School Rally on Feb. 2. 
Lawson Hatfield, Sunday School Depart
ment Director for Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, was speaker. 

North Pulaski Association will hold an 
associational fami'ly Bible conference at 
Park Hill Church, North Little Rock, on 
Feb. 21-.23. Sessions will be from 7 to 9 
p.m. and will be for adults through pre
schoolers. A nurse~y will be open. 

Senior adults of Conway First Church 
met on Feb. 1 to discuss with the pastor, 
William Probasco, their potential 
ministry to the church and to each 
other. 

A church-wide home mission study 
was held at Johnson Church on Feb. 16. 

"Be My Valentine" was the theme for 
the annual adult and youth Valentine 
banque~ held at El Dorado Second 
Church Feb. 10-11. 

A special Sunday School group school 
was held Feb. 7-9 at England First 
Church. Phillip Salmon, pastor of Keo 
Church, led the program. 

Women of Fayetteville First Church 
met on Jan. 27 for a "brown bag com
munion". The brown bag was for each 
lady's lunch, communion being a prayer 
service for needs of the church and its 
members. 

A joint Brotherhood-Music Depart
ment hymn sing was held at Rogers First 
Church on Jan . 23. Ben J. Rowell is 
pastor. 

Serendipity Hour for Youth began a 
new form of Bible study at .Cabot First 
Church on Jan. 31. There will be four 
sessions of the study. Angus Emerson is 
Minister of Youth. 

Youth of Elmdale Church, Spring
dale, will hold a banquet on Feb. 12, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Each youth 
department will be responsible for 
decorations. Clyde Spurgin of Green 
Forest will be the special guest and 
entertainer for 'the evening. 

Adults of Gentry First Church will 
hold their annual banquet on Feb. 17 
with Mrs. Henry Parker and W. W. 
Dishongh, pastor, in charge of arrange
ments. 

Delta Association conducted its first 
Deacon Ministry Conference on Jan. 15 
at Collins Church with 49 deacons and 
pastors registered. James Walker of 
Warren led the conference. Others on 
the program were Jack Ferguson, host 
pastor; . J.'O. Ross, McGehee, deaconi 
Vee Hoyce, South McGehee; and 
Thomas Parter, Director of Missions. 

Immanuel Church, Elaine, that is 
meeting at Wabash will hold. its spring 
revival Feb. 28-March 6. Jack Parchman 
will be the evangelist and Herbert 
"Red" Johnson will lead singing. 

Please send us 
your newsletter 

If your church or association 
regularly publishes a newsletter, 
please be sure that the Arkansas 
Baptist Newsmagazine is on your 
mailing list. Your newsletter can 
provide us with items of news for 
"Arkansas all over . . . people", 
"Arkansas all over .. ; briefly" and 

. "Arkansas all over ... buildings". 
S_end your news publication to the 
ABN at P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, 
Ark. 72203. 

Southern gets fund 
for student center 

Southern Baptist College, Walnut 
Ridge, has received a grant of $130,000 
from the J. E. and L. E. Mabee Founda
tion of Tulsa, Okla., this week. This gift 
completes the necessary funds for the 
reconstruction of the Student Center at 
the College, reports president D. Jack 
Nicholas. 

This gift concludes a 12-month fund 
raising effort by the college. The Stu
dent Center was destroyed by fire in 
December, 1975. The friends of the 
school were immediately notified and a 
campaign was set in motion. 

The first phase was a direct mail 
program to the "Southern Senators", a 
strong Development organization of in
dividuals who have been selected by the 
Board of Trustees . and the Administra7 
tion. Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
pledged $40,000, but gave a total of 
$49,000 to aid this Convention owned 
institution. 

Along with the many friends of the 
college, the "Southern Senators", the 
Convention and individual churches the 
half way mark was reached. At this point 
The Mabee Foundation was contacted 
and a proposal submitted. The Founda
tion was asked to consider matching the 
$130,000 r-aised by the school to com
plete the much needed facility. 

C. D. Forrest, Secretary of the Mabee 
Foundation, contacted Dr. Nicholas in
forming .him that the Foundation had 
considered the proposal at the January 
meeting and was granting the request 
for · $130,000. The completed building 
will include game room, modern 
kitchen with snack area, a lounge and 
intramural program facilities. Land
scaping will carry out the theme of the 
"Image of the Future". 

Completion of the building is set for 
spring, and the dedication is to be on 
graduation day, May 12, 1977. 
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Your state convention at work _______________ 
Evangelism 

Prospect revival preparation 
One of the most 

important results of 
rea l spiritual awak
ening in our 
churches is to see 
the lost saved. But 
we are to ld that 
only three percent 
of the lost come tQ 
church on their 
own. If this is true, 
97 percent are out 
there somewhere Shell 
without Jesus in a helpless and hopeless 
condition. The Lord said, "Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of the 
city, and bring in hither the poor, and 
the maimed, and the halt, and the blind 
- Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled." (Luke 14:21, 23) 

Our Lord has given those of us who 
care the responsibility of searching out 
the prospects. How are we going to find 
them? Most churches have not had a re
cent .census or survey. This should be 
done at least three months before the 
revival. The town or community should 
be blocked off in area, streets, roads, 
etc. with a captain responsible for each 
of them. He or ~he may then secure 
others to help them. This captain should 
be carefully chosen by the pastor or 
whoever directs the survey. There 
should be a training session for all sur
vey workers. 

A time should be set for the survey 
with a limlt on the time for follow-up. 
Every home should be visited and 
nothing taken for granted about the 
family members. Each person shou ld be 
approached with a concerned Christian 
attitude in getting needed information. · 
The information should be carefully 
tabulated and a card made out on each 
prospect. A master file should be set up 
for the pastor and other staff members 
and Sunday School department files set 
up for each department. 

The survey of unchurche.d friends 
used in preparation for our WIN schools 
can be just as effective for revivals. This 
is a survey made by our church 
members who give the names and infor
mation on their unchurched friends and 
acquaintances. During a selected 
month, on each of the Sundays, an
nouncements, publicity and · materia ls 
shou ld be used to encourage the loca l 
mem~ers to turn in the names of every 
person they have who are unchurched. 

The following are other ways of 
searching out people who need our 
concern. The telephone survey has 

been effective in many churches. Those 
who are unable to go from door to door 
can reach out through this medium. The 
Sunday School and Bible School rolls 
should be searched for prospects. There 
should be a family fo llow-up on the 
children not enrolled in our Sunday 
School. Some utility companies are 
courteous enough to give churches all 
new hook-ups. The church visitor cards 
produce many prospects. These should 
be used in regular services and every 
revival service. No person should come 
to our churches and get away without us 
knowing their spiritual condition and 
where they live. 

The alert pastor will want to get to 
know the mailman in his communtty or 
area. This person can give you every 
new resident that moves into your 
church field. The first church that ·visits 
people has the best opportunity to 
reach them. It is good to know the 
Welcome Wagon and Newcomer Ser
vice people to get information, but it is 
better if we have a church member in 
one of those positions to make the in
itia l contact and welcome them to our 
church. · 

Now that we have found the 
prospects what are we going to do? 
Foolish is the farmer tha plants the seed 
and never cultivates the fie ld. He could 
not expect a very good yield. Wise is the 
pastor. who is a true h\Jsbandman and 
trains his peop le to be cultivative 
visitors. This is explained and outlined in 
the pamphlet "Cultivative Commitment 
Witnessing" that can be received from 
the state Evangelism Department. 

The first visit is a friendly experience 
to introduce people to the church. The 
second visit is a time of sharing our per
sonal testimony and emph~sizing the 
Sunday School. During the third visit the 
tract,"An Invitation for You", is used to 
show the person the different ways of 
joining a Baptist church. In the fourth 
visit the tract, "A Word of Help for the 
Unsaved", is used. 

For those who are still unsaved after 
the four weeks of cultivative visitation, a 
week of commitment visitation 
preceding the revival follows. This is a 
time when the visitor, under the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, seeks a 
commitment from the prospect to salva
tion and church membership. Every 
person who accepts Christ should be led 
to unite with the church on the first 
Sunday possib le or during the revival. 

The harvest season will continue dur
ing the reviva l as lay people are chal
lenged to be harvesters for <;::hrist. The 

evangelist,_ pastor and · other staff 
members will also go out and personal! 
share Christ with the lost YI. h • cannothprea~ wit deep concern from the 
p~lp1t unless I have gone out and shared 
with people on a one-to-one basis 
Jesus, the busiest person who ever livei 
always had time to stop and help on~ 
person in need. God says to us today 
"Go ye .therefore and do likewise." _:_ 
Clarence Shell Jr., Associate/State 
Evangelist, Evangelism Department 

Make plans early 
for Siloam Springs 

One of the fi l'st churches to make 
reservations for 1977 at Siloam Springs 
was Mt. Carmel Church at Cabot. They 
made reservations for 104 young peo
ple. Pastor Ron Griffin tells me that they 
are already taking names and that they 
already have more counselors than 
would be necessary. 

Early planning is one of the keys to 
being successful. The Mt. Carmel 
church always does this early planning. 

Now is the time to make reservations 
for qne of the six big weeks at Siloam 
this summer. When making reservations 
send $2 for each camper. All reserva
tions must be in writing. 

As you make reservations, keep in 
mind: (1) the new rate for dorm 
campers is $25; (2) the new rate for fami
ly units is $30; (3) counselor's min imum 
age is 20 years; (4) preschoolers are not 
allowed to stay in dorms; (5) only 
campers nine years old or older (fourth 
grade or above next September) are 
permitted to attend the assembly 
without a parent and (6) the $2 registra 
tion fee is a part of the tota l fee. 

The 1977 poster with all the details wi ll 
be in the mai l soon. Reservations are be
ing accepted now. Write to Don 
Cooper, P.O. Box 553, Little Rock 72203. 

For Sale 
16 church pews - 12' with 
3" upholstered seat, latest 
style, with book rack and 

commun ion tab le. 
Central Manufacturing Co. 

Fifth and Vine 
North Little Rock, Ark. 72115 

Phone: 374-6068 
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Pastors on mission to the island were (left to right) W. W. Walker, Curlee Thomas, 
1/ssac Tate and }. H. Nolen. 

Woman's viewpoint 
Betty Crews 

A v_alentine for a pastor's wife 

This valentine is written to pay trib
ute to every woman who has lived in a 
parsonage. Regardless of the denomina
tion, every parsonage would tell the 
familiar story of the- wife in the par
sonage whether . the church is large or 
small. This writing was adapted from a 
writing of my preacher husband a few 
years ago and it meant much to me and 
I'm sure other husbands could write the 
same words for his special valentine. 

Almost 20 years ago this pastor's wife 
moved into her first parsonage, a four 
room house in the middle of an alfalfa 
field. It was "modern" with a pump and 
a path. 

During these 20 years she kept me in 
college and seminary. She also has 
finished college, taught school and 
given birth to two daughters and a son. 
She has not .had a home of her own. 
Regularly she has moved into a "par
sonage" with the knowledge that it was 
not hers but the church's. She knew that 
she could not decorate it to suit her own 
taste in many cases because someone 
had just painted it a pretty purple for the 
new pastor's wife. Her furniture that 
looked lovely in the last parsonage now 
looked like an anachronism. There was 
usually some odd furniture that 
belonged to someone's great uncle, but 
it couldn't be removed because "Mrs. 
Touchy" got upset and cried about it. 

Through it all she has listened to state
ments, !'Now our ·former pastor's wife 
did it this way." She smiled or cried but 
stood her gro·und. She has been 
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scrutinized by pulpit committees and 
boards, interrogated by the meddlers, 
corrected by "holier than thou ole bit
ties", and through it all has remained 
calm. 

She has listened to the same old 
stories over and over from her "pastor". 
The same sermons were endured with a 
fresh smile every time. She knew she 
must be at the church on every occasion 
lest "Sister Know-it-all" inquire about 
her. She answered the telephone 10,000 
times to explain that she didn't know 
where her husband could be reached. 
(They had not tried the church office.) 

She has smoothed ruffled feelings and 
listened to a thousand woes, cried and 
shared heart breaks with many a straying 
girl or woman . She has explained that 
"Mrs. Runabout" has gone on vacation 
again and did not get anyone to take 
care of the girls' meeting. 

She puts up with a grumpy husband. 
She understands Sunday night frustra- · 
tions and the Monday blues. Therefore, 
she is a master at encouraging, sup
porting and even chiding her husband. 
She has faith in her husband when he 
has none in himself. 

No pastor .can do his job without a 
great wife. Therefore, to my wife and to 
the wives in all the. parsonages of our 
state, I say, "Thank you for the support 
and patience you give the pastors of 
these churches. May you find great 
rewards for your contribution." 

... I'm glad I'm a pastor's wife. 

Black pastors conduct 
mission in Bahamas 

National Baptist Pastors W. W. Walker 
of Little Rock, Curlee Thomas, Isaac Tate 
and J. H. Nolen of Pine B·luff recently 
conducted an evangelistic mission on . 
Treasure Cay in the Bahamas. Thirty-five 
professions of faith were reported 
within 64 total decisions. 

The evangelist.ic mission was spon
sored by the Foreign Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and ar
ranged by the Cooperative Ministries 
Department of the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention. Each pastor was responsi
ble for his air fare. While on the island 
food and lodging was provided by the 
local . congregations. After the usual 
cultural adjustments were made each. 
man responded to the spiritual need of 
the people with dedication and vigor. 
W.W. Walker plans to return to the 
island later this year to f.urther the 
evangelistic work in the local associa-
tion. . 

All the men agreed that the trip was 
educational for them · and deepened 
their appreciation for mission efforts. -
Robert U. Ferguson, Cooperative 
Ministries with National Baptist 

89 new churches 
started in Kenya 

MALINDI, Kenya (BP)-'-- Going from 
village to village, six teams of Kenyan 
Baptist nationals have started 8~ con
gregations and baptized 1,328 persons in 
the last 14 weeks. Their work is part of 
the "Giryama Project", designed to 
reach members of the Giryama tribe of 
coastal Kenya. 

The year-long project began last sum
mer with the digging of 10 new wells in 
Giryama villages so that the people 
could have clean drinking water during 
the dry season. 

Since this initial contact was made; 
team members have been working in 
four phrases under the direction of 
Southern Baptist Missionary G. Claylan 
Coursey. The first phase is one week of 
evangelistic services and teaching led by 
national pastors and recently graduated 
national seminary students. . 

A four-day preliminary leadership 
training course is the next stage of the 
project, followed by introduction of 
Theological Education by Extension 
(TEE) in a once-a-week home study. The 
fourth phase is a one-week Bible sch'ool 
which rotates in location so each leader 
can come one week a month. 

The project was designed to reach the 
Giryama Tribe with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and train leaders from among the 
tribe merpbers to continue the work. 
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The Cooperative Program and the grass roots 
the elected representatives who make 
the decisions and determine the direc
tions before the budget is recom
mended to the messengers. 

A prime example would be a 
departmental budget in our own Baptist 
Building. The department head 
prepares a proposed budget and sub
mits it to the Executive Secretary for his 
review. The Executive Secretary then 
presents it to the Operating Committee, 
and the members of that committee 
review it in great detail. 

The Operating Committee then 
recommends it to the Finance Commit
tee. The Finance Committee again 
reviews each part of it, and then recom
mends the finished product to .the full 
Executive Board. 

The Executive Board has opportunity 
to review every detail in it and then 
recommends the final product to the 
full convention where the messengers 
again have an opportunity for revisions 
and changes. Thus, there are at least 
four different opportunities for "grass 
roots input and revisions", either by the 
messengers themselves or the elected 
representatives, not the administration 
or staff. 

Essentially the same process, with 
some variation, is followed in the 
development of the SBC budget. 
Anyone who has served on the SBC Ex
ecutive Committee, or who has even 
visited one of its budget sessions, is well 
aware that it is not a "rubber stamp 
committee". Different opinions are 
often voiced and considered. 

The messengers elect their represen
tatives to do much of the work for them, 
but, even so, the messengers still have 
the opportunity to make budget 
changes before a budget is finally ap-
proved. . 

If the person was right who com-. 
plained about calls from the grass roots 
falling on deaf ears, he must have been 
referring to the majority of Southern 
Baptists being deaf. Baptist polity at 
every level of Baptist life provides for 
majority rule by those at the grass roots. 
- Roy F. Lewis, Associate Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer 

WANTED: Couple with mobile home lo llv1 
on developing camp-site In Northern Pulaskl 
County. UIIIIIIH and complete mobile home 
site provided fr11 In lieu of salary. No re
quired duties other than watching property. 
Contact North Pulaski Baptist Association, 
753-6425. 

A pastor complained that many Bap
tists have wanted for years to ·change the 
Cooperative Program but that all such 
efforts have "fallen on deaf ears". Such 

. a complaint reveals a lack of under
standing of Baptist polity. 

In both the state convention and the 

Top churches in gifts to Child Care 
Top 15 churches in total gifts to Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care Services 

-in 1976: · 

Church 
El Dorado, First 
Little Rock, Geyer Springs 
West Memphis, First 
Benton, First 
Ft. Smith, Grand Avenue 
Magnolia, Central 
Paragould, First 
Crossett, First 
.Pine Bluff, First 
Russellville, First 
Little Rock, Immanuel 
Keo 
Hope, First 
Little Rock, South Highland 
Waldo, Memorial 
- Johnny G. Biggs, Executive Director, Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care Ser
vices 

Brotherhood 

Theme of meeting to launch SBC theme 
"Let the Church Stand Up" will be the 

theme for the Brotherhood Convention 
on March 11-12. 

The convention .will be held at Camp 
Paron. Information regarding the con
vention has been mailed to all 
Brotherhood officers, pastors and 

.ministers of education. 
"Let the Church Stand Up" is the 

launching pad for "Bold . Missions". 
"Bold Missions" is the general theme of 
Southern Baptists for 1977-79. "Let the 
Church Reach Out" will be the theme 
for 1977-78. 

"Bold Missions" is just what the term 
implies, "Bold_ness in Missions and 
Ministries", as exemplified by Christ 
during his earthly ministry. 

"Bold Missions" for Baptist Men and 
Royal Ambassadors is designed to in
volve them in more than just the normal 
approach to mission action. Missions is 
the involvement of men and boys in ac
tivities and ministries in discovering and 
meeting the needs of the total person in 
any community whatever the need may 
be. 

Southern Baptist Convention, 
Cooperative Program budgets are 
adopted by the messengers, after being 
recommended by the elected represen
tatives. In each case employed staff 
members usually do most of the 
preparatory and clerical work, but it is 

Association 
Liberty 
Pulaski 
Tri-County 
Central . 
Concord 

· Southwest Arkansas 
Greene 
Ashley 
Harmony 
None 
Pulaski 
Caroline 
Southwest Arkansas 
Pulaski 
Southwest Arkansas · 

Total gifts 
$9,915.48 

4,950.28 
2,387.30 
2,161.96 
1,647.50 
1,575.55 
1,474.00 
1,467.53 
1,425.85 
1,398.00 
1,353.00 
1,263.25 
1,209.50 
1,245.34 
1,150.00 

':Bold Missions" is a- challenge to 
,._ Christian Baptist Men to "Stand Up", 

"Be Counted", "Reach Out" in activities 
never before attempted, to help where 
needed. · · 

Larry Baker, Pastor, First Church, 
Fayetteville, will be the Bible study 
leader. He will be leading in studies 
related to the Biblical teaching of mis
sions, involvement in missions and the 
support of missions. His messages will 
be a blessing to all who hear him. 

Marvin Reynolds, missionary on 
furlough, will also be one of the 
speakers. He will bless our hearts by his 
message. 

The program will also include a time 
of sharing and testimonies by men who 
made the trip to Guatemala iri April of 
1976. 

Special work and ministry in New 
York will be shared by Nelson Eubank 
from Pine Bluff. An ' upcoming project 
and mission action in the western 
pioneer area will be presented. 

Plan now to attend. Make your reser
vations early for the-full time. - C. H. 
Seaton, Director · 
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Foundation/Stewardship WMU 

Baker to lead state conference 'To every thing 
On March 1 Ar

kansas pastors will 
have an ur:tusual 
opportunity to par
ticipate in a con
ference designed 
to provide practi
cal assistance in the 
area of steward
ship. 

The conference 
will be from 10 a.m. Or. Baker 
to 3 p.m. at Park 
Hill Church, North Little Rock. A com
p limentary lunch will be served to those 
making advance reservation. 

Larry Baker, pastor of First Church, 
Fayetteville, will be the feature speaker. 
In the morning session his subject wi ll 
be "Deal_ing with Stewardship 
Problems". During the afternoon he will 
speak on "Practical Pointers for· 
Promoting Stewardship". 
. "For the past two years the focus has 
been on the theo logy of stewardship 
and the speakers have been seminary 
professors," Roy Lewis, Associate Ex
ecutive Secretary Treasurer, said. Lewis 
continued, "This year the conference 

· will focus on the practical aspect of 
stewardship and we feel that Dr. Baker 

can give us the best of the two areas." 
Dr. Baker is a graduate of East Texas 

Baptist College and Southwestern 
Seminary. _Pr.ior to coming to Fayette
ville he was on the faculty at 
Southwestern Seminary as Associate 
Professor of Christian Social Ethics and 
Pastoral Ministry. In 1976 the Fayette
ville Church received more money than 
in any previous year. 

During the afternoon, two other 
pastors will share with the group the 

. ·practical aspect of, a Christian Family 
Money Management Conference. Jerry 
Wilson, pastor of Westside Church, El 
Dorado, will describe how individuals 
were strengthened by the conference. 
Ferrell Morgan, pastor of Mount Olive 
Church, North Crossett, will describe 
how the church was strengthened. 

"The management and final distribu
tion of accumulated possessions is a vital 
part of Christian stewardship," Harry 
fru love, President of the Arkansas Bap
tist Foundation, said. "The Foundation is 
pleased to co-sponsor this conference." 

Pre-registration forms were mailed 
the last of January. Pastors and directors 
of missions are encouraged to return 
them no later than F.eb. 21. 

Clout ·and· the small Sunday School 
An o ld but new

ly-applied word has 
surfaced recently in 
the news media 
and from plat
forms. Clout. A 
glance at the dic
tionary will show 
the meaning is var
ied. Clout can be a 
sma l l patch of 
cloth, a bandage or 
a swadd ling cloth. H~tfield 
Clout can also mean a dull .person, a 
dumb clout. But clout as it is used today 
more often seems to mean to hit, swat 
or strike a blow. Clout is what Hank 
Aaron does with his bat to a baseball 
when he hits a home run . 

A more apocalyptic or symbolic use 
of the word today can be observed in its 
use by the media when it is said that one 
person or a .group has clout in society. In 
this sense the Mormons carry clout in 
Utah, Southern Baptists have clout in 
Georgia, or Democrats have clout in 
Washington. 

Clout is not always applied to King 
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Kong types. Small things may have clout 
due to the numerical size of like kind . 
For example, starlings ..or black-birds 
·have clout. A starling is not as large as 
an eagle, but more numerous, by the 
milliohs: Star lings have clout. 

All this to say, small Sunday Schools 
have clout among Southern Baptists. A 
church with less than 150 enrolled in 
Sunday School may not seem impressive 
when compared alongside a church 
with over 2000 enrol led. But when 
viewed from the point of view of 
number, they are in the majority. Sixty 
percent of the churches affiliated with 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
have less than 150 enrolled in Sunday 
School. These churches pack a wallop. 
They are everywhere. They are made up 
of good people. They will stay where 
they are. They alone can bear a faithful 
Baptist witness in their communities. 
Many members joining larger churches 
are from the small church. Large 
churches were one time small. 

Small churches have clout. May they 
become clouter, oops, well stronger! -
Lawson Hatfie ld, state Sunday School 
director 

,
there is a season • • 

" ... And a time to every purpose un
der the heaven ." This will be the theme 
for a "time to gather" on March 15-16 at 
First Church, Jonesboro. Arkansas WMU 
Annual Meeting will be the occasion. 

Annual Meeting provides a time for 
members and leaders of WMU to come 
together for missions challenges. Mrs. 
James Sawyer, Arkansas WMU presi
dent, will preside during the meeting. 
Other officers participating will be Mrs. · 
Boyd Margason; vice president, and 
Mrs. Roy E. Snider, recording secretary. 

A time to learn .. . about missions will 
be provided by various missio'naries. 
These will include Mrs. Max Alexander, 
Thailand, Mrs. Norman Coad, Upper 
Volta, and Mrs. Bud Fray Jr., Southern 
Africa. 

A time to grow ... through Bible 
study will be led by Huber Drumwright, 
Southwestern Seminary. · Mrs. Drum
wright will also speak each session, chal
lenging women toward spiritual growth. 

Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory, President 
of WMU, SBC, will be a special program 
guest. She will speak of effective mis
sions work through the organizations of 
Woman's Missionary Union. 

Following the Tuesday evening ses
sion, there will be a reception. This will 
provide a time for women to become 
acquainted with program guests and 
other Arkansas women with an interest 
in missions. 

Recommended accommodations in
clude Holiday Inn, Ramada Inn and 
Motel 6. - Willene Pierce, BW/BYW 
Director 

Your invitation 
"Exciting culture
•s.. mlaalona In action
•s. A. la emerging 
new frontier of tranl 

•Experienced tour hoal 
•only 11995 from D11111 

Dr. Coleman 
Tour Host 

July 11-27 
South American ·Tour 
(7 cities: Bogota, Quito, Lima, 

Buenos Aires , Sao Paulo, 
Rio de Jane iro & Caracas) 
For further Information write: 

Dr. L. H. Coleman 
4 Knlghlsbrldg1 Rd. 

Texarkllll, Tax. 75501 
(214) 794-2431 
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Contributions from churches and missions 
to Arkansas Baptist Family and Child Care Services - 1976 
(Thanksgiving Offering, Mother's Day Offering, Church Budget, Birthday, S'ponsorship, etc.) 
Notify Johnny G. Biggs, P.O. Box 552, Little· Rock, Arkansas 72203, if an error is found in this 
report. Thank you, Arkansas Baptists. 

ARKAllSAB VALLEY Ha.rvord Avonuo 1.00 Parka · 137 ,47 Holly .Sprillllo 100,00 
Briokoya s 76,27 lli<:hfill 56,81 Plea.sant Crovo no. 160,00 Ilannina 122,22 
Brinkley, First 544.15 Irnma.nuol, Rocroro 143.60 Rook Creek $ 22, 72 How Hope 88,00 
Broad.moor 15.00 Lolcoviow 150.24 Temple, ·\fo.lclron 119.36 Ouachita 30,00 
Clarendon 

Elaine 
1,080,39 

520,65 
Louoll 

Iin.Don Valley 

125.00 
104,60 

Union Hope 

Unity 

50,00 

203.6~ 
Shady Grove 

South Side, Fordyce 
• 90,00 

46,90 
Friendship 450.26 ?!onto Ile 145,01 Waldron, First 656,34 Sparkman 677,00 
Helena, First 706,69 Open Door 50.00 Wost Hartford 72.56 Thornton 333,91 
Hua}los 666,25 Porlc Street 36,49 \-li.nfield ~ Tirwman 25,00 
Lambrook 16,75 Pea. Ridge, Firot 354,90 TOThL 34,369,94 Willow ~ 
Loxa 425,07 Ploaoant Hill 80.53 TOTAL 12,529,01 
l:1aria.nna, First 521.00 Rocere , First 135.52 BUGKVILLE 
Mol'o 300.00 no-Lynn, Rogero 96,00 Cedar Gladeo $ 125,82 CAROLI!IE 
Petty's Chapel 50.00 Siloam Sprince, Firot 1,072.09 ut. Tabor 19.00 Biscoe s 151,50 
Snow Lake 122,00 Sunny Side 200. 98 Rock Springs -.lliil Drotm.SVille 44,61 
Turnor 210.60 Trinity, Roeors ·· 147.25 TOl'AL a 198,29 Cabot, Second 74,27 
Wost Helena 

west Helena, Second 

TOTAL 

321.89 

_12.1.,2Q 
$6,323,97 

TwOlvo Carnero 

TOl'AL 

DIC en= 

_.!E£,,QQ 

$5,675.56 CADDO RIVER 

Amity 

Dlack Springe 

166.83• 
25.00 

Caney Creek 

Carli.ale 

Chainbere 

Cocklebur 

182,00 

227,56 

77,3} 
51.00 

ASHLEY 
Cherokee Villace ,$ 211.50 Cod.do Gap 50,00 Coy 154.50 

Calvary, Crossett $ 62,54 County Line 24.00 Glenwood 440.04 Crooe Roads 50,00 
Corinth 200,00 Elizabeth 13,60 J.lt. Gilead 25,00 Dea Aro 692,00 
Crossett', First 

Edon 
1,467.53 

177,12 
F'lora. 

cum Springe 

40,41 
11,00 

Mt, Ida 

Oak Grove 

320,60 

23.00 
England, Fi.rot 

Hazen, 

375,00 
411,00 

Fellowship 100.00 f.lnnrnoth SprillG 45,06 Oden 50,00 Humnoke 24,46 
Fountain Hill 

Gardnor 

Jarvis Chapel 

Magnolia 

75.27 
50.00 

786,12 
104,38 

Sprinc River 

Viola 

TOThL 

50.17 

--1lliQ£ 
s 540. 74 

Pencil Bluff 

Sulphur Sprinas 

TOTAL 

84,07 

_J&ill 
Sl,273,26 

Inmanuel, Carlielo 

Koo 

Lonoke 

itt. Ca.1•mol 

98.25 

1,263.25 

567, 76 
270.00 

Hattinville 29,74 BLACK RIV'.lll CALVARY New Hope 99,20 
Itoridio.n a 275,00 Alicia s 238.00 Antioch 200,00 Cale .Grove 84,35 
lit. Olivo 255.94 Dlack Rock 138.18 Augusta, First 600,00 Pleasant Hill 70,00 
Ut. Ploanant · 

north Croesott 

75,00 
44,00 

Dio.z 

Grubba 

94.05 
100,00 

Beebe, First 

Central, Dold Knob 
294.25 
514,50 

Stool Bridge 

Tolteo 

30,00 

808,64 
Sardio 35,00 Horooohce 25.00 Crosby 150.00 \ford 128,61 
Tomplo ~ Hoxie 3 100.00 El Paso 104.85 Ha.ttonsnw ~ 
TOTAL $3,944,64 Imboden 137.50 Good Hope 49.30 ~'Ol'hL $6,116.73 

DARTHOLO!!El;I 

Antioch 

Cominto 

Corinth D 

BD(llo Lsko 

Ebenezer 

Enon 

Florenoo 

!lermitD(lO 

Immanuel, Harren 

Uaoodonia. 

t,laredon 

3 60,00 

50.00 

34.25 
37,42· 
60,00 

95,15 
50.00 

47,15 
204,74 

400.00 
20,00 

Ir.unt'JlUOl, i1ouport 

Jo.okoonport 

Heu llopo no. l 

How Hope Ilo. 

JTouport, Firot 

Pitto 

Ro.vend.en 

Sode,\·riok 

Smithville 

Spring Lnko 

Swifton 

Tuckerman 

Walnut Rid.go, l•'iret 

300,00 

34,00 

25.00 

43.07 
943,00 

14.16 
25,00 

44,00 
62,26 

19,00 

46,05 

251,00 

787 ,10 

Grace 

Gregory 

Higginson 

Hunter 

Judsonia 

Kensett 

Liberty 

IIcCrory 

J,!oRao 

1-tidWc\Y 

Jtt. Hebron 

Pangburn 

Patterson 

183,50 
40,00 

155,00 
29·.56 

118,50 

693,54 
50.00 

148,00 

90.00 
60,00 

86.00 

54,00 
20,00 

CE!:TE!IlJIAL 

AJ.n\yra 

DeHitt 

Gillett 

Gillett t Fi.rot 

H~·lor 

Horth J;o.plo 

noydell 

stuttcrart, First 

Tiohnor 

iiorth Side t:iosion 

TOThL 

64,00 
200,00 

65,63 
64,70 

25,00 

110.96 
·430,00 

505,00 
60,00 

-111.ill. 
n,102,12 

J.Iontioollo, l~irot 750,00 \·lhite Oak 200,00 Pleasant Valley 50.00 CEJITllAL 
t,!ontioollo, Sooond 73.00 Southside Hiaoion ~ R33J1or Grove 25.00 Denton, Fi.rot 32,161,96 
Old Union 

Prairie Grove 

28.25 
18,00 

TOl'AL 83,684,37 Rocky Point 

Rosebud 

141,43 

382,36 
Dryant, First Southern 

Buie 

146,00 

15.00 
Solmo. 32,00 DUCKJIER Searcy, First 464,00 Calvary, Bonton 240,00 
Warren, First 627,42 Abbott 3 25.00 Searcy, Second 179,07 Central, Hot Sprinca 535,00 
Wost Sido Chapel, Warran 169,00 Codo.r Creek 41.25 Temple I Searcy 302,95 Emmanuel, not Sprinas 37,52 
Wilmar ---1!.Q.,1§_ Clark ' a Chapel 105.25 Trinity, Searcy 246,00 Fairdale 70,94 
TOTAL S2,836,66 D..,,ton 203,91 Tupelo 100,00 Grand Avonuo, Hot Springs 652.18 

FelloNehip 317 ,10 Heat Point ~ 1Iar:voy' o Chapel 100.00 
lJE!lTOll Friendship 6,69 . TOTAL 15,,631,81 Hi0i1land lloi(;hto 532,71 
Bolla Vista s 296,00 Hartford, Fi.rat )9_4.59 not Springe, First 197,01 
Dontonvillo, First 472.03 Hnw Crook 456,16 CAREY Hot Springs, Second 333,00 
Centerton, First 

Central Avenue, Dontonvillo 

Docatui· 

280,00 

26,57 
85,00 

non 

Iono 

James Fork 

65,39 
39,19 

102.05 

• Bearden, First 

Calvary, 'camden 

Dalark 

s 424,46 

35,25 
16,00 

Joooiovillo 

Lal:o Hamilton 

Lal~oohore Heiahts 

54,41 

92,25 

48,70 
Contry s1 ,068,34 Long Rid,le 50.00 Fordyce, First 312.95 Leo Cho.pol 92,96 
Cra.votte 321,20 Uanafield 451,00 Hampton 155,00 J.talvorn, Third 138,42 
Gum Spril'JIJO 126,40 1-lidland 35,72 Harmony 20,00 Itomorilll 80,00 
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t-lountain Pino 106,86 

llountain Valloy 50,00 

Old Un.ion 28,00 
Ononoville 71,ll 

Parl~ Plaoo 190,55 
Pearcy 118,00 

Piney 170,00 

Plo"8ant Hil l 140,00 

Rootor Heiahts 26,86 

Rideooroet 77,53 
Riveroide 119,27 

Salem 107,00 

Shoridan, 1'.,i.rGt Southern 67,95 
Tri)'.li.ty, Donton 322,68 
Trinity, Itol.vorn ,ill,00 
Vista Heights 30,41 
llalnut Valloy 222,02 

Hurricane Lake 98,00 
Indiaa Springs 26,60 

Hilld.a..l.e Roo.d J.tission ~ 
TCJrAL 87,594,90 

CLEAR Cl)EE:I( 

Alma., Firot a 348,50 

Caso 20,00 

Cedarville 108,00 

Clarksville t First 532.00 

Clorkevilla, Second 161,57 

Coal Hill 70,24 
Concord 72,38 

Dyer 100,00 

East l,lt , Zion, Clarksville 310,00 

Uognrvil le 25,06 

Kiblor 215.37 
Lamar 180,00 

1-lulbarry 184,34 

Oak Grove 547,31 
Ozark 552,50 
Ozone 62,75 
Shady Grove s 9,55 
Shibl ey 87,31 

Union Grove 38,20 

Uniontown 147,01 

Van Buron, Firot 352,00 
·van Dur~n, Second 23,00 

liobb City 80,79 
Woodland ~ 
TCJrAL &4,277,88 

COIICO!lD 

Darling a 14,01 

Bethel 10.00 

Bluff AV'enua 63.l ,61 
Boonevill e , First 103,50 
Dranoh 75,85 

Burnsvi l le 50,00 

Calvar:,1 Fort Smith 71.00 

Charleston, First 111.25 

East Side I Fort Smith 30,00 

Excelsior 55,00 

Fort Smith1 First 124,50 

Gl endale 58,00 

Grand Avenue, Fort Smith 1,647,50 

Orqeon 50.00 

Greenwood., First 188,00 

He.okett 51,90 

Haven Heiahte 443,00 

Ininanuel 1 Fort Smith· 332,00 

Jenny Lind 86,07 

La.vaoa 51,08 

Magazine 78,73 

J.1emor i al 42,21 

Uixon 151,52 

J.tt. Herr.lOJ\Y 105,20 
Mt. Zion I 50,00 

New nope 47,94 

north Side, Charleston 77.92 

llorth Sido 1 Fort Smith 149,43 

February 1O, 1977 

Oak Cliff 

Palestine 

Phoenix Vill.age 

P;ne Log, Barb91: 
Ratoliff 

Roseville 

Rye Hill 

Southside, Booneville 

Southside, Fort Smith 

Temple 

Trinity 

Union Hall 

\iestoide Chapel Mieoion 

TCJrAL 

COllllAY-Y 

DilJelow 

Caoa 

Harmon,y 

J.torrilton, Firet 

llimrod 

Parryville 

Pleasant Grove 

Plumerville 

ThornbUl'g 

Union Valley 

TCJrAL 

CURREJIT-OAI!lS 

Disgero 

Calvary, Cornini; 

Corning, Firot 

Ermtanuel, Pit.m<>tt 

Gre~nwq 

Hn.rmon;y 

Holly Ioland 

Hopewell 

Knobel 

1-Joa,rk 

U:t • PloBSant 

New Hope 

llinvnons . 

Oak Grove 

Pettit 

Piggott 

Pocahontas 

Ravenden Springe 

Reotor 

Reyno 

St. Frano.i. ■ 

Suooees 

Tipperary 

TCJrAL 

DARDAIIELLE - RUSSl!lLLVILLE 

At!,ins 

Dellville 

Bluffton 

Centorvillo 

Danville 

Dardanelle 

Dover 

East Point 

Havana 

Hector 

Irrrno.nuel, Ruseellvillo 

,Kolls:, Heights 

Ol a 

Pit tsburg 
Pottsville, First 

Rusoellvillo, Second 

TC/i'AL 

DELTA 

Arko.nsa.o City 

Auldo 

Da.,rou J.Jason 

Doydoll 

249,14 

358,27 

263, 70 

91,87 

112.51 

137,00 

90,54 

182,80 · 

242,50 

93,35 

24,00 

20,00 

_ll!ill 
&6,924,f7 

61,35' 104,43 

94,14 

261,00 

101,00 

25.00 

50,00 

394,00 

174,70 

-1"ll,ll 
ai,400,77 

a 159,32 

100.15 

756,00 

107,59 

341,95 
$ 100,00 

72.00 

65,53 

35,49 

15.00 

105.28 

66,00 

50.00 

60,00 

730.74 

225,00 

114,00 

155.00 

562,85 

146,00 

910,00 

55,83 

~ -
14, 958.73 

a 99,87 

75,00 

271.00 

50.00 

77,16 

119. 00 

113.03 

123,96 

109,58 

37,69 

100,00 

12,00 

75,00 

100.00 

s 47,00 

~ 
$1,611,86 

i 197,87 

226,25 

50,00 

·25,00 

Chio1caoaw 

Collina 

Dermott 

Eudora 

Jonnie 

Kelso 

Lake Village , . First 

ltcOohee, First 

Itontroeo 

Uou Hope 

Uorthoido 

Parkdale 

Porkwey 

Portla.ncl 

Riohland 

· S~uth ltcOohoo 

Templo 

Ho.toon 

Uilmot 

TCJrAL 

FAULIOlER 

Dor:,l 

Comrq, 1'.'irat 

Conwavr, Second 

Emman.uel 1 Conwl.\Y 
Happy Hollow 

Harlan Pork 

Hsrmoey 

HollMd 

UOi,Yfl ower, Firot 

Uow Bethel 

Oak Dowery 

Piokleo Gap 

Ploo.aant Grove 

Southoide, Damaaoua 

Hoostor 

TCJrAL 

OREE!IE 

Alexander 

Bethel Station 

Dig Creek 

Dri«hton 

Drown' s Chapel 

Co.l.vary1 Paragould 

Contor Hill 

ClAI'k 1 s Chapel 

Delaplaine 

Il':o.st Side, Paragould 

Fairview 

Finch 

Fontaine 

Ill'f:'lanuol, Pa.UIJ<)uld 

Lafo 

Lake Stroot 

Lie)lt 

llormaduko 

Uou.nds 

Hew Friendship 

Hon Liberty 

Hut~' o Cha.pol 

Oak Grove 

Paraaould, First 

Ploaaant Valley 

Robb1 o Chapel 

R0!58WOOd 

Stanford 

Unity 

Waloott 

West View 

T<Jl'AL 

HARI-IOIIY 

Altheimer 

And.arson Chapel 

Centennial 

Central 

33,52 

176,00 

481,00 

413,50 

99,08 

302.89 

131,00 

560, 75 

292.54 

100.00 

215,00 

29.14 

113,65 

355,07 

84,42 

13,00 

1,098,00 

170,98 

--11§.,_Qg_ 
35,344.66 

a 114,48 

278,90 

119.27 

26,37 
179,00 

155,22 

752,04 

80,00 

138,06 

25,00 

204.34 

265.17 

45,00 

200,00 

~ 
12,632,85 

420.17 

35,00 · 

54,86 

71,00 · 

119_.95 

148,35 

88,00 

166,36 

112,85 

85,25 

83,80 

136,23 

30,00 

248,71 

100,00 

78,00 

195,75 
·181,25 

57,55 
22,18 

298,08 

359,00 

$ 90.38 

1, 474.00 

50.00 

100,00 

90,88 

100,00 

144,00 

53,00 

----iW£ 
15,241, l ~ 

a 252.00 

60, 79 

158,18 

154.75 

DollarWS3" 64,40 

Douclo.s 142,00 

Dumas, First 187,05 

Could 470,02 

Oraey 413,00 

Green Ilo~ows 163,00 

Hardin 124.00 

Uiokory Grove 163,20 

Humphrey 362. 75 

Immanuel, Pino Bluff 175,00 

Kinga l nnd 111,85 

Leo Momoriol 152.00 

Linwood 186,22 

Matthew• D Uemorial 221,09 

Oak Grove 129,00 

Oakl.Md 73,50 

Pine Bluff I Firot 1,425.85 

Pine Bluff, Second 624,00 

Plum Da;you 82,68 

Rankin Cho.pol I 50.00 

Riaon 350,00 

Shannon Road 150,00 

South Sido 1 Pino Dluff 10.00 

Star City 624,73 

Wo.tson Chapel _JQ2,_Q£ 
TCJrAL 17, 390,06 

IUDEPEIIIJEIICE 

Ba.tesvillo 1 First a 70,40 

Calvary, Datosville 345,45 

Cord 135,00 

Cushman. 31,00 

Desha 47.71 

Ea.at Side, Cave City 11.14 

Emmanuel, Bateavilie 92,49 

Fl oral 103,36 

J.laroella. 37,67 

Mounta.in View 120.00 

I-It, Zion 137,51 

llorth Sido· 107,55 

Pil51"ims Rest 125,00 

Pleasant ·Pl ains 132,08 

Rehobeth 94,28 

Rosie 648,92 

Ruddell Hill 102,85 

Salado 150.00 

Sulphur Rook 23,47 

Weot Batesville 316,57 

White River ~ 
TCJrAL 12,981,45 

LIDERTY 

Buono. Viota. I 15,00 

Caledonia 100.00 

Calion 130,74 

Camden, First 1,085.50 

car.den, ~eoond a 31,32 

Chideoter 100,00 

•Croso Roa.de 5,00 

CW;londalo, First 644,00 
East I-lain 164.50 

Ebenezer 424,95 

El Dorado, Firet 9,915,48 

El Dorado, Second 364,33 

Felsenthal 200,00 

Galileo 180.85 

Grace 70.25 

Harmony 108,35 

Jlilloide 150.00 

Huttig 187.00 

Immariuel 1 El Dor~o 1,000.00 

Junction City 275.00 

LaPile 90,00 

Lawson 73, 92 

Liberty 100.00 

J.lapl e Avenue 164,3~ 

m,nable 11111 52.00 
Midw8')" 130,96 
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How London 186.45 
PQl"k View 46.25 
Philodolphia 263.91 
BoJ.om 50.00 
Smaokovor ao4.oo 
South Sido 33.50 
Stophona 25.00 
Strona 300.00 
Sulvan llillo 50.00 
Temple, Camden 44.18 
Templo, El Dorado 57.99 
Throe Crooke 169.22 
Trinity 

Union 

IJrbo.na 

223.50 
250.00• 
51.00 

Victory 137•79 
Villogo 297•75 
Weoaon 100.00 
Wost Side, El Dorado ~ 
TOl'AL Sl?,059.02 

LITTLE !Um R!Vl!ll 

Arbannn 

Center Ritlao 
• 11.16 

25.00 
Concord 66.48 
Hl>ZTio Chapel 25.87 
llobor Sprinae, Pirot 578.00 
Lifo Line 6.00 
Ut. Zion 54.00 
!low Dethol 50.00 
Paleatino 111.88 
Pinos 100.00 

PleQllatlt Rici&<> 24.16 
Pleasant Va.lley 10.00 
Post Oak 25.00 
Quitman, First 263.15 
Southaido, Heber Springs 45.00 
Hoat Side, lleber Springs ~ 
TOl'AL si,455.70 

LI'l'l'LE R!Vl!ll 

ABhd.OlfJl 

Bon Lomond . 

287.33• 
15.00 

Drownot own · 66.oo 
Contral, l,lineral Springe 357.50 
Columbus 157.86 
Dierks 17.00 
Poreman 272.47 
Hioke 120.00 
Horatio 224.03 

Kern Ueic;hta 110.00 

l,ookeeburg 97.25 

LoM Oak 50.00 
trurtreesboro 20.00 

llaahvillo 1,006.00 

Oak Grove 66.65 

O(ldon 159.73 

Rid{lowa,y 25.00 

Rook llill 115.86 

Stnte Lino 25.00 

llaahinaton 90.50 

liilton 284.82 

Winthrop ~ 
TOl'AL 13,665.40 

IIISSISSIPPI 

Armorol $ 169.03 

Bothany 37.41 

Blytheville, Firot 587.25 
Drown• s Chapel 35.00 
Calvery, Blythoville 13.28 

Calvary, Osceola 104.74 

Centro.l., Dy'oss 1oa.oo 

Oloar Lake 250.00 
Colo Ridge 150.00 
Croos Roads 52.52 
Doll 147.91 
lm:lo,nuol, Dlythevillo 0.92 

Ooonell 

Keioor 

Lea.ohvillo 

Lcn.ohvillo, Second 

Luxora. 

tia.niln , Firot 

Uary I o Chapel 
tlernorioJ. 

Hew Harmony 

Uew Liberty 

Uew Providence 

Uodona. 

Humber Hine 

Osceola, First 

Hardell 

\loot Side I J.lanila 

Whitton 

Wilson 

Woodland Cornor 

Yarbro 

TOl'AL 

!IT. ZION 

Alsup 

Dey 

Bethabara. 

Black Oak 

Dono 

BowmW'l 

Brookla.nd 

Duffalo Chnpel 

Central, Jonoeboro 

Childreoe 

Dix.io 

E/Jypt 

Friendly Hope 

Jonesboro, First 

Loko City 

Uonette 

Jlt. Pisgah 

J.lt. Zion 

lleodlla.m 

Uettloton 

New Antio_oh 

Jlew Hope t Dla.ok Oak 

Hew Hope, Jonesboro 

Philadelphia 

Providence 

Rowe' a Chapel 

Strawf'loor 

University 

Walnut Street 

Wood Springe 

TOl'AL 

IIOOT!I ARKANSAS 

Alpena 

Dato.via 

Dear Creek Springs 

Berryvill e 

Blue J!tyo, J.tiseouri 

Boxley 

Burlington 

Caesville 

Deer 

Eagle Heights 

Elmwood 

Enrnanuol, Harrison 

Everton 

Freeman Heights 

Gaither 

Grandview 

Green Forest 

Grubb Springs 

Harrison, First 

Jasper 

Lead Hill 

llsroha.11 

157.27 
110.00 

365.00 

104.29 

113.41 
275.20 
102.81 
36,59' 52.35 

1oa.29 

205.94 
30.62 

133.25 

75.00 

65.00 
155.00 

149.75 
243.00 
40.83 

--1,.QQ 
14,189.66 

3 a.co 
73.60 

100.00 

243.20 , 

47.93 
140.38 
100.00 

30.00 

,443.00 

97.30 
25.00 

38.98 
132.23 

960.60 

1,092.50 

176.50 

74.46 
468.89 

76.48 
422.06 

27.83 

s 29.25 

34.13 

105.52 

25.00 
40.00 

67.57 
89.16 

309.34 

----.lli.Q2, 
35,489.91 

s 173.01 

41.50 

245.11 

23.50 
79.52 

67.88 
133.48 

50;00 

129.90 

326.37 

27.25 

50.00 

78.38 

145.97 
20.00 

133.09 
81.00 

86.67 

8o3.61 

180.00 

183.00 

1oa.44 

Northvale 

Oregon Flat 

Osago 

Parthenon 

Rook Springe 

Rudd 

St. Joo 

Trinity, llarrieon 

Union 

Valley Springs 

Wood.land Heights 

TOl'AL 

!IORT!I PULASKI 

Amboy 

Good News Miooion 

Daring Croos 

Berea 

Calvary, Uorth Little Rook 

Central, North Little Rook 

Chapel Hill 

Crystal Valley 

Ora.vol Rid.go 

Oravo I s J.temorial 

Highwa,y 

Indian !lills 

Jaokaonville, Firot 

Jnokaonvillo, Se~ond 

Lovy 

J~orrison Chapel 

Horth Little Rock, First 

Oakwood 

Park llill 

Piko Avenuo 

nomowit 

RW\Yan 

Shor\"food 

Sixteenth Street 

Sylvan Hills 

Zion Hill 

TOl'AL 

OUACHITA 

Doard Camp 

Calvary, Mena 

Concord 

DeQueen, Fil'st 

Gillham 

Grannie 

Hatfield 

Hatton 

Mena, First 

Hew Hope 

Two llilo 

Vandervoort 

Wickes 

Yooana 

TOl'AL 

PULASKI 

Alexander 

Arohview-

Baptist Tabernacle 

Barnett Memorial 

Bingham Rood 

Broolt-wood 

Calv02'y, Little Rook 

Croes Road 

Crysta.1 Hill 

East End 

Forest Highlands 

Garden Homes 

Geyer Springs 

Oroen Uemorial 

Hebron 

Holl;{ Springs 

lnnanuel, Little Rook 

Ironton 

206.84 

' 
100.00 

a 75.00 

27.58 
239.07 
46,40 
30.20 

40.00 

41.00 

25.00 

-----2&§.l 
14,091.60 

• 85.00 

45.00 

459.81 
34.21 

242.00 

300.00 

94-52 
161.00 

194.00 
300.00 
786,82 

5.50 
960.00 

75.00 
165.00 

519.66 

403.42 
20.00 

532.85 
326.69 
69,00 

20.93 
42.00 
30.00 
88.oo 
~ 
$6,239.41 

• 102.39 

62.67 

15.00 

587.15 
191.00 

184.81 

111.05 
268.68 

347.04 
15.06 

25.00 

111.66 

147.50 

~ 
s2,392.11 

• 233.16 

75.00 
254.63 

192.51 

50.00 
22.82 

355.00 
245.00 

300.00 

176.96 
320.62 

87.50 

4,950.28

• 84.44 

30.50 

33.00 

1,353.00 

117.41 

Lakeshore Drive 5.00 

Life Line 161.26 

Little Rook1 First 976.82 
•Little Rock, Second 324.60 
MaZ"khem street 12.33 
1-lertinda.le 125.00 
Uall I a Uemorial 466.87 
Natural Steps 178.00 
North Point 44.73 
Olivet 331.18 
Pine Grove 57066 
Plainview 23.70 
Ploaeant Orove 200.00 
Pulaski Heights 815.00 
Reynolds Memorial 284.17 
B.oaodal.e 117.00 
Shady' Grove 504-27 
Sheridan, First 85.00 
South Highland 1,245.34 
Sunset Lane 504.00 
Tyler Street 206,71 
Vi"I)' Rid8e 371.95 
\lakefield, First 63.00 
lleat Side 203.92 
Woodlawn ~ 
TOl'AL l16,277.57 

RED RIVER 

Anchor • 23.50 
Antoino 85.31 
Arkadelphia, Firet 236.50 
Arkadelphia, Second ; 176.Bo 

Beooh Street, Gurdon 380.80 

Beirne 89.00 

Bethlehem 100.00 

Boughton 10.00 

Cedal' Grove 75.00 

Cantor Point 50.00 

Curtis . 440.81 

DeOra,y 100.00 

Harmony Hill 34.81 

Hollywood 33.00 

J.tarlbrook 100.00 

Park Hill 250.00 

Preaoott, First 157,07 

Richwoods 203.00 

Shady Grove 15.18 

Shiloh 315.20 

Third Street 40.50 
Unity 3()0.00 

llhelen Springe ___ll,!JQ 

TOl'AL 33,233.48 

ROCKY BAYOU 

Ash Fla.t, Firot • 13.00 

Belview 46.00 

Doswell 108.13 
Calico Rook 170.00 
Evoning Shade 38,03 
Finley Creek 25.00 
Franklin 39,88 

Guion 50.00 
Hard,y 119.16 

Uolbourno 222.00 

Oxford 71.75 
Sago 64.40 
Salem 34.80 

Sidney 141.03 

Wiseman 165.00 

Zion· Hill ~ 
TOl'AL 11,353.18 

SEARCY 

Leslie L.ill.:.2i 
TOl'AL a 176,99 

1>001'IIlfEST ARKAIISAS 

Arabella Heighto • 70.50 
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Open your heart to others ... 

and their need 
to learn about 
God's love 

This is a real opportunity to provide the spiritual and physical 
Set aside a few days in 19V7 needs of those who cannot attend VBS at the church. The 
to become involved in material is designed espec ially for those who m ay be getting 
Mission· Vacation Bible School their fi rst exposure to the Bible and to Christian influence. 

If you want to help, a KIT has been provided for you with ev
erythin g you need to study and plan. T he MISSION VBS 
ADVANCED PLANNING KIT includes one copy of each age 
group curriculum on the "Good News for Me" Series - plus BAPTIST 
a VBS Plan Book, VBS Joint Service Book, and a VBS Pupil's BOOK Joint" Service Booklet for 1977. (Convention) · $ 16.50

STORES 
N GROWTH If you want to meet this challenge order a 

Mission VBS Advanced Planning Kit with 
all the materials you need from your 
Baptist Book Store or Mail Order Center. 

Beech Street, First 953.00 
Bradley 70.00 
Bronwaur Hoight o 28.80 
Calvary, Hope 117.50 
Calvary , Toxarka.na ,. 225.00 
Canfiold 189.28 
Central, J.Jagnolia 1,575.55 
Fouke , First 204.30 
Garland 41.15 
Genoa 104.22 
Ouernsoy 19.09 
Harmony Grove 150.00 
Hickory Street, Texarkana 26.00 
Highland Hills 189.05 
Hope , First 1,209.50 
Iimnanuel, J.fagn9lia 597.35 
Iuma.nuel I Texarkana. 7.e.50 
Lewievillo, First 175.00 
J,iacodonia. Ill 25.00 
t-taoedonia. ;'/2 126.00 
tlemorial, Waldo 1,150.00 

Mt. Zion 300.00 
Piney Grove 43.54 
Piegoh 25.27 
Rocky J.tound 50.00 
Shiloh J.lemoria.l 78.25 
South Tex.arko.na. 47.05 
Stwnpa, Firot 715.06 
Sylverino 75.00 
Tennessee ~ 
TOTAL 38,678.84 

TRI-COUIITY 

Antioch 3 106.00 
Barton Chapel 587.21 
Deo1':spur 100.00 

Burnt Cane 40.00 

Calvory, Host Nemphis 

Chorry Valley 

Colt 

Cra;tfordevillo 

Fair Oaks 

Fitzgerald 

Forreot City, First 

Olnddon 

Jlarrio Chapel 

Hydrick 

l'ladieon 

Uarion 

1-lidwe.Y 

Paloetino 

Sholl Lsko 

Tilton 

Toge 

Union Avenue 

Vanderbilt Avenue 

West IIemphis, First 

Wes t Ucmphis, Second 

Hheatloy 

Wynne 

Eo.ot Da.ptist NisE1ion1 Wynne 

Oa.towlJv" Miosion, West J.1emphia 

TOTAL 

TRitlITY 

Bothel 

Calvary, Jlarriebure 

Ea.et Side, Trumonn 

Faith 

Oroonf'ield 

Lebo.non 

Lepanto 

Haplo Grove 

Jlarkod Tree 

130.00 

30._25 

45.00 
124.00 

209.32 

67.84 
504.00 

35.00 

153.39 
20.00 

52.50 

372,50 

25,55 

44.25 

40.75 
41.00 

36.41 
118.22 

104.00 

2,387.30 
220.63 

s 160.00 

612.95 

47.00 

_..lliQ2. 
86,462.16 

25.00 
260.00 

25.00 

75.00 
208.29 

355.05 
40.87 
10.00 

400.00 

?real.a Chapel 

Ueiawander 

Pleasant Grove 

Plee.sant Hill 

Pleo.sant Vall ey 

Providence 

Red Osk 

Rivervale 

Trinity 

Trumann, First 

Tyronza, First 

Vall ey View 

Weiner 

Waldonburg 

TOTAL 

VAll JlUREll 

Beo Dranoh 

Botkinburg 

. Formopa 

Friendship 

Lexington 

Plant 

Pleasant Valley 

Rupert 

Scotland 

Shady Grove 

Shirloy 

Standley Memorial 

Ziori 

Fairfield D8'Y J.tiseion 

TOTAL 

llASHI!IGTOll-1-IADISOll 

Borry Street 

Block Osk 

Bruah Creek 

147.32 

35.00 
199.00 
50.00 

190.00 

33.13 
15.00 

85.41 
12,00 

332.00 

105.00 
43,26 

110.00 

____gQ,gQ 
$2,784.33 

157.00 
6.88 

65.28 

214.02 

31,35 
16,88 

168.89 

65.64 
15.68 

15.00 
86,09 

208.38 

20.74 

~ 
Sl,368.08 

$ 59.00 
50.00 

25.00 

Colvary1 Huntoville 45,00 
Caudle Avonue 270.15 
Combe 30,00 
Elkins 10,00 

Elmdale 379.36 
Farmington 36.00 
F08'ettevillo, First 428,00 
Fa_yettevillo, Second 38.25 
Greenla.nd 50.68 
Hindsvillo ' 131,56 
Immanuel, Fqetteville 509.00 
Johnaon 47.00 
Kingoton 55,92· 
Liborty 156,77 
Lincoln 214,46 
Oak Grove 35.00 
Pro.:i.rie Grove 374.64 
Providence 90.87 
Rol!ing llillo 336.00 
Sonora. a 113.45 
Southoide, ll't\,Yetteville -52,63 
SprilllJdale , Firot 124.00 
Spring Valley 100.00 

Sulphur .C~ty 47,00 
J]niveraity 106,75 
West Fork 366,87 

Winslow --1.lli.41. 
TOTAL 14,522.63 

WHITE RIVER 

Antiooh 12,00 

Bruno 33.02 
Cotter,- First 249.57 
Eaot Side . 6o,73 
Flippin 100.00 

(Continued on page 20) 
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What lies ahead for religion •1n 19771 

CHAPPAQUA, N. Y. (BP) - The 
emergence of evangelical Christianity, 
dramatized by such events as Jimmy 
Carter's open affirmations of being · 
"born again" and Gerald Ford's cam
paign support from the pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Dallas; brought 
various predictions for 1977 from· 
religion writers on secular newspapers · 
and magazines across the nation. 

The predictions came in an article by 
Jo-Ann Price in the January, 1977, issue 
of Christian Herald, which reported 
responses from 14 of the nation's top 
religion editors and writers to a mail sur
vey on what lies ahead for religion in 
1977. 

Reactions of several of the writers, 
asked to see into the future, were sum
med up by W. A. Reed Jr., religion news 
editor of The Nashville Tennessean and 
president of the Religion Newswrifers 
Association, that such ability would re
quire "the wisdom of a panel of modern 
Solomons and the acumen of a twen
tieth century St. Thomas Aquinas." 

While not claiming the gift of 
prophecy, the writers ·picked up on 
several 1976 trends that they felt can be 
taken as indicators of 1977, the Christian 
Hera/q reported. 

Major stories, they said, will incl,ude 
women's · ordination, interfaith 
charismatic alliances, practical 
ecumenism, some evangelical 
maneuvering for power in politics, 
schism in the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, the religion-linked con
sciousness revolution, the rights status 
of homosexuals in established churches, 
continued Catholic pressure for an anti
abortion constitutional amendment and 
continued urging from the Jewish com
munity for . support for Israel. 

The eyangelical emergence evoked a 
number of predictions: 

Bob Bell Jr. of the Nashville Banner, 
citing evangelism as a rallying point for a 
number of Baptist gains in finances and 
inembership, commented: "Mark down 
1977 as the year of the Southern Baptist 
. . . It took the nomination of Jimmy 
Carter to give them an unexpected 
strong exposure for the first time in 
areas where they are little known." 

Kenneth A. Briggs of the New York 
Times said, "I won't be surprised ... if 
the attention given to traditio,nal 
American religion during the political 
campaign continues to stimulate· Chris
ti ans who have· felt ~omewhat 

overwhelmed by secularism, cultism 
arid exotic mysticism. My guess is that 
the mainline churches will benefit the 
most." 

George W. Cornell of the Associated 
Press, New York: "The religious 
barometer is going up ... There's 
something in the Car~er phenomenon 
and the more overtly moral concern in 

institutional life such as schools, courts, 
even business organizations, that makes 
me think that a better balance between 
the secular and the sacred is on the 
way." 

Richard N. Ostling of Time magazine: 
"Evangelicalism will grow, and anything 
perceived as liberalism will have rough 
going." · 

Kenneth L. Woodward of News
week: "Evangelicalism will have center 
stage in 1977, beginning in the White 
House ... For most of the year, 
evangelicals will be in, culturally speak
ing, with grits arid 'sharing' of personal 
experiences, even among habitues of 
the Hamptons : .." · 

Continues Woodward, "Radical 
evangelicals, such as the kids at So-

. journers magazine, will win a perma
nent place on the religious scene and 
offer ... the best hope of Christianizing 
evangelicals. The worst f.ight will be over 
biblical inerrancy" (as a test of 
orthoc;loxy). "Watershed" advocates 
(ultraconservative inerrancy advocates) 
"will win initial victories, but lose the 
battle." 

Roy W. Larson of the Chicago Sun
Times: "The evangelicals will con
solidate their gains, but the evangelical 
renaissance is not here to stay. · As 
evangelicals become part of the es
tablishment, they will suffer the 
problems of the establishment." 

Russ Chandler of the Los Angeles 
Times: "I think we're going to hear lots 
more about 'right-wing' political in
volvement of the theologically right
oriented evangelical and fundamentalist 
wingsi despite (Arizona Republican 
John) Conlan's loss (for the U.S. 
Senate)." 

Marjorie Hyer of the Washington 
Post: "The Carter campaign- gave new 
opportunities to deal with concepts and 
beliefs in a new way, and in a ~ense has 
spurred the evangelicals toward a new 
maturity. 11 

Ben L. Kaufman of the Cincinnati En
.quirer: "All Americans benefited from 
the attentio.n white, conservative, 

evangelfstic Protestants received in the 
wake of Jimmy Carter's candidacy ... 
One result may be holes in the ghetto 
walls these Christians have built around 
themselves in the century of liberal 
triumph." 

The optimism voiced by religion 
editors is seen where they speak of a 
widespread search for meaning, values 
and secure goals. 

"I expect," says Ray Ruppert of the 
Seattle Times, "that there ,will be an in
creasing number of 'end-time' predic
tions." This phenomenon, in Ruppert's 
view, will be fueled by "the desperate 
need of so many people to have 
something they can believe in without 
too much critical thought." 

Many people are emotionally over
whelmed by the uncertainties of 
modern living, he says, adding: "I ex
pect the swing toward fundamentalism 
in religion to continue in 1977." 

According to Larson, Americans "are 
looking for integrative forces, but will 
settle for ersatz formulas for 
coherence." -

"I think we'll see an increasing in
terest in a variety of things to help 
people," predicts Virginia Culve.r of the 
Denver Post. These will include 
"meditation, relaxation and stress 
courses;'' It is a question of "helping 
people in how to cope" with problems 
such as career frustrations and family 
tangles, she suggests. 

Another facet of the American search 
for something to hold on to is seen in a 
renewed sensitivity to moral values, 
ethics and firm principles. This develop
ment has occurred since Vietnam and 
Watergate, particularly among business
men and the government community in 
Washington. It was given a push by 
Bicentennial restatements of. American 
goals. 

"For quite a while," says Cornell, "a 
lopsidedly secular rationalism has 
dominated public affairs in this country, 
generated through exaggerations of the 
separation of church and state doctrine 
... In some instances, . it virtually 
isolated corporate functioning and 
policy from the common moral
religious concerns of the people." 

One result, he feels, was a kind of 
"schizophrenia" between the mood of 
the people and practices of government 
agencies. The Carter campaign, 
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Migrants get Southern 
Baptist relief assistance 

emphasizing the people's concern for 
moral values and principles, signalled a 
trend toward "a new and more realistic 
balance between prevailing convictions 
and public instrumentalities," Cornell . 
says. 

To Willmar L. Thorkelson, veteran 
religion editor of The Minneapolis Star, 
the charismatic renewal movement will 
provide the most significant news of 
religion in 1977. 

".The major event," observes 
thorkelson, "will be a conference July 
22 to 24 in Kansas City, Mo., which will 
bring together thousands of charismatic 
Christians from many denominations. 
The conference will demonstrate again 
that the charismatic renewal movement 
is where the real ecumenical action is 
taking place in grassroots American 
Christianity." 

Meeting in conjunction with the 
Catholic/ Lutheran/ Episcopal/ Baptist 
/ Presbyterian / Pentecostal Holiness 
charismatics will be .two worldwide 
groups: the International Catholic 
Charismatic Conference and the Inter
national Lutheran Conference on the 
Holy Spirit. 

Several religion editors agr'ee with 
Thorkelson. Formal organic unity plans 
such as the Consultation on Church 
·Union, are "not where it's at" in 
ecumenism these days, declares Hyer. 

In the words of Cornell, "The big 
ecumenical thrust is with the 
charismatics. The old walls have col
lapsed. These people think together and 
move together without the problems of 
perpetuating institutions." 

Years ago, religious fights were 
between denominations. Now the battle 
lines have moved inside the churches. 

Although the controversy over or
dination of women as priests in the 
Episcopal Church may simmer down, 
several editors agree, it may become a 
dramatic fight among Catholics. Sums 
up Reed of The Tennessean: "This 
(Episcopal) action gave hope to Catholic 
~omen. It may well lead to new con
flicts . . . and pressures will work upward 
and downward to keep Catholic women 
in the forefront and to keep them in the 
pews." 

Adapted and condensed from the 
January, 1977, "Christian Herald", with 
permission. 

February 10, 1977 

. ATLANTA _(B_P) - The Southern Bap
tist Home M1ss1on Board here has wired 
$10,000 to the Florida Baptist Conven
tion to provide food and blankets for 
migrant workers made jobless by the 
freeze in Florida which has destroyed 
crops. 
· The money will be supplemented by 
$5,000 in Florida disaster relief funds re
quested by Harold C. Bennett, the 
Florida convention's executive 
secretary-treasurer, pending final ap
p rov a I by the convention's ad
ministrative committee. 

The funds are the first disaster relief 
expenditures for the Home Mission 
Board's Christian social ministries 
department in 1977. (Relief funds in 1976 
totaled $55,500, including $20,000 for the 
Teton Dam disaster.) 

Baptist churches in the Ft. Myers area 
have already gathered three tons of 
food to help in the effort. 

According to Russell Kaufman, direc
tor of migrant ministries for Florida Bap
tists, the plight of the migrant workers 
depends on the "quickness of govern
ment agencies and how well adjust
ments in living arrangements can be 
made. 

"Already there have been threats of 
evictions," Kaufman reports, "but we 
are. working with other agencies to 
waylay this." · 

Kaufman has begun sifting limited 
funds down through associations and 
churches to the hardest hit areas. These 
include the Dade County-Miami, Ft. 
Myers and lmmokalee-Royal Palm As
sociations. 

"The basis of the need is for food and 
warmth," he says. 

Kaufman forsees that the worst time is 
ahead - after all the fruit still on the 
trees is picked. 

"Growers who have decided to 
replant will need migrant workers for 
the replanting/' he says, but notes that 
most experts agree that in the migrants 
will begin to face the problem of little 
work. 

"We hope to head off some problems 
by preparing ahead," he says. "If the 
government declares Florida a national 
disaster area, then we won't have as big 
a burden." 

Kaufman expects to use the funds to 
assist local churches and associations in 
their relief efforts: "There may be tem
porary assistanc~ with utilities or oc
casional assistance for a short period 
with rent, but the churches will be the 
first line of providing help." , 

· Funneling the funds through the 
churches also helps keep the people in-
volved, he says. · 

"Perhaps this situation will have a 
positive effect, even though I'm sorry it 
must happen this way," Kaufman says. "I 
believe it will bring an awareness to the 
people of the migrants' problems and 
cause a greater willingness for them to 
become involved in active ministry. 

February 20, 1977 

Baptist Schools 
Include: 

53 Universities and 
Colleges 

12 Bible Schools and 
Academies 

6 Seminaries 

Baptist Schools 
Have: 

• More than a half-million 
· graduates 

• More than 100,000 now 
enrolled 

For additional information, write: 

Education Commission, S.B.C. 
460 James Robertson Pkwy. 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 

or 
A Baptist school near you 
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The new resident at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue is a 
Southern Bapt ist. .... .. .. .... -

An analysis 

President Carter· offers new hope for 

by W. Barry Garrett 

WASHINGTON (BP) - The War bold and brilliant dream which excited pie that something "different" had hap
Between the States has finally ended. To the founders of our nation still awaits its pened with the coming of Jimmy Carter. 
everyone's amazement, 111 years after consumation. I have ·no new dream to Many signs of a new determination to 
Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomat set forth today, but rather urge a fresh recapture the best in the American ex
tox Court House, April 3, 1865, a peanwt faith in the old dream." periment were evident everywhere. 
farmer from a remote hamlet ip Georgia He then described the kind of war he The trend toward . a recovery of lost 
peacefully stormed the nation's capital would continue in the United States. American ideals · really began - when 
and took over the pr~sidency. The "We will be ever vigilant and never Gerald R. Ford succeeded ·the scan
South has risen again. vulnerable, and we will fight our wars dalized Richard M . Nixon as President. 

As President Jimmy Carter walked against poverty, ignorance and injustice, Mr. Ford had been in public life many 
, down ·Pennsylvania Avenue on in for those are the enemies against which years and had risen to minority leader in 

auguration day hand-in-hand with his our forces can be . honorably mar- the House of Representatives. His hands 
wife . Rosalynn from the United States shalled." were clean. His record bristled with in
Capitol to the White House with Indeed, the inauguration of Jimmy tegrity. He was an open man with an 
hundreds of thousand's of people Carter as President of the United States open policy. 
shouting the 'victory, it was quite a con~ of America signaled a new spirit of hope When Vice President Spiro T. Agnew 
trast to another march over a century for the nation. resigned in disgrace, "Gerry" Ford was 
ago. · After the civil disorders and riots of nominated and confirmed to succeed 

When General William T. Sherman in the 1960's, after the debacle of the Viet him. This brought a gentle breeze of 
vaded Atlanta in 1865, burned -it to the nam War, after the political scandals of relief to the strife-torn capital. But when 
ground and marched on to the sea, he Watergate and the sex scandals in 1 President Nixon resigned and Ford was 
left behind a path of destruction and Congress during the early 1970's, a sworn in as President, the nation relaxed 
suffering. When President Carter took Southern Baptist deacon from Georgia for the first time in a decade. As 
over the White House in 1977, he restated the highest hope_s of the refreshing as a cooling summer shower 
quoted Micah 6:8: · American people, and they elected him on a sweltering July day was the new ad

"He hath showed thee, o man, what is as their President. · mini strati on of Gerry Ford. He 
good; and what doth the Lord require During inauguration week in the na prevented the nation from going to 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love tion's capital, the new spirit for a new pieces until a new President could be 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy commitment for a new America ex elected. 
God?" ploded among all segments of the pop Then a new face appeared on the 
. The new President proclaimed, "The ulation as it finally dawned on the peo- scene. Little-known Jimmy Carter, a 

' 
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peanut farmer from the rural southern 
hamlet of Plains, a former governor of 
the state of Georgia, said he wanted to 
be President of the United States. He 
faced an uphill battle all the way. He had 
no national public record to make him 
known. He was fromthe rebel South, 
which has been misunderstood and 
underestimated for· a century following 
the War Between the States. He was 
even a devout evangelical Christian, 
from a denomination - the Southern 
Baptist Convention - which has also 
been misunderstood, •underestimated 
and misrepresented by many since its 
beginning in 1845. 

The enigma of Jimmy Carter con
tinued through the campaign, during 
the post-election days, and right into 
the White House. The established order, 
the traditional politicians and political 
news analysts ar~ baffled at the un
orthodox approach of the new Presi
dent. He carries his own luggage. He 
moved to Washington in a peanut 

BP photos by Bob Harper 

America 

~arehouse truck. He walked down 
Pennsylvania Avenue in the bitter cold 
as a "people's" President. He had never 
been in the White House before he 
moved in on inauguration day. · 

Carter's inaugural address was a sim
ple statement of his basic goals, based 
on biblical concepts, devoid of oratory 
and political hoopla. The analysts are 
completely confused, but the plain peo
ple understand and their spirits are 
revived. 

There's no way to predict at this stage 
whether or · not President Carter's ad
ministration will succeed or be a total 
disaster, but there's the possibility that 
another Lincoln or another Roosevelt 
has emerged to lead the nation into the 
third century of its existence. Let us pray 
that this will happen . 
. As the political analysts try to un

sc ram b I e the new approach to 
America's future, they can only 
speculate, /IWe don't understand this 
man and his way, but maybe it will 
work." They are skeptical, but hopeful. 
.The traditional ways of recent politicians 
have not led to the most glamorous 
results, to put it mildly. Maybe the new 
way, which actually is as old as the 
prophets, will be the best after all. 
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THOUSANDS WATCH AS CARTER IS SWORN IN - President Jimmy Carter took 
the oath of office on the Capitol steps as thousands looked on. The President is now 
a member of First Baptist Church, Washington, D.C. · 

A PRAYER FOR THE PRESIDENT 
"Bless, 0 Lord, Jimmy Carter who by the 
people's choice is now our leader" 
began the prayer for the President led 
by l}ruce E. Edwards, pastor of Plains 
(Ga.) Baptist Church where the Presi
dent was a member and deacon before 
election to national office. The People's 
Prayer Service in which Edwards par
ticipated was held the morning of the 
inauguration. 

CARTER AND BROADMAN LEADERS -
President Jimmy Carter looks at the 
leather-bound copy of his book, "Why 
Not The Best?", presented to him by the 
Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and Broadman 
Press. With him, left to right, are Robert 
G. Fulbright, manager of Broadman 
products department; James W. Clark, 
acting executive vice-president of the 
Sunday School Board; and Johnnie 
Godwin, supervisor of Broadman book 
and music division. 
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Gas sho.-tages close 8 SBC 
organizations in Nashv.ille 

NASHVILLE (BP) - Record low 
temperatures and critical natural gas 
shortages in the Southeastern United 
States closed eight Nashville-based 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
organizations for several days in late 
January. 

The denomination's Sunday School 
Board, a four-building complex at 127 
Ninth Ave., N., in Nashville, which also 
houses the SBC Historical Commission, 
shut down for four days. The closing is 
thought to be the first in the Sunday 
School Board's 86-year history. 

The Southern Baptist Convention 
Building, at 460 James Robertson 
Parkway, which contains offices of six 
Southern Baptist organizations, shut 
down for three day,s. Occupants of the 
building are the denomination's Ex
ecutive Committee, Christian Life Com
mission, · Education Commission, 
Stewardship Commission, Southern 
Baptist Foundation and Seminary Exten
sion Department. 

Many Nashville area schools, busi
nesses and industries closed, reflecting 
statewide problems which have led Ten
nessee to ask for "disaster area" status 
from the federal government. 

During the Sunday Sctiool Board's 
four-day closing, President Grady C. 
Cothen estimated that it cost the board 
about $80,000 for each day ir salaries 
and fringe benefits for 940 employees -
or a total of $320,000. (The board 
receives no money from the SBC 
Cooperative Program unified budget.) 

The 78 employees of SBC Building 
agencies and some eight employees at 
the Historical Commission, who also 
·continued to receive salaries during the 
shutdown, managed to keep most of 
their work current despite the condi
tions, spokesmen said. The agencies in
volved will ultimately experience little 
or no financial or work production loss; 
they said. 

The complex nature and size of the 
Sunday School Board, the world's 
largest publisher of religious materials, 
makes financial comparison difficult in 
relation to the other agencies. Sunday 
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School Board leaders fee l, though, that 
extra efforts by employees will ultimate
ly minimize direct financial losses. 

Many employees of the eight 
organizations continued to come to 
work or took work home during the 
shutdown. 

The closings were voluntary, in com
pliance with the Nashville Gas Com
pany's energy conservation measures 
for industrial users of natural gas, to in
sure adequate heat for hospitals and 
residential gas customers in middle Ten
nessee. 

After the four-day layoff, Cothen told 
Sunday School Board employes that the 
board would begin operation again with 

On the cover 

.six-hour workdays and significantly 
reduced temperatures in the four
building complex. SBC building occu
pants are also working under reduced 
temperatures and workday require
ments as stipulated by the various 
agency heads. 

"The work must go on," Cothen said 
to Sunday School Board employes, 
citing the necessity of mailing literature 
orders to churches and ever-pressing 
deadlines of the approximatelyy 200 
publications of the Sunday School Board 
as primary· reasons for returning in 
heavy winter clothing to office areas 
where temperatures averaged only 54 
degrees. 

Men enjoy the stroll to lunch at Camp Paron 
Baptist Men enjoy visiting and fellowship as they stroll to lunch at Camp Paron. They 
were attending the 1976 Brotherhood Convention. The 1977 Brotherhood Conven
tion is to be held on March 11-12, 1977, at Camp Paron. The convention is a time of 
inspiration, information and fe llowship. 
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Jesus forgives si·n 
Luke 7:36-50 

Years ago a 
young minister had 
spoken very dis
courteously to on·e 
of the greatest Bap
tist preachers of 
our own country, 
~ortland Meyers. A 
day or two after the 
incident, the young 
man became con-
victed of his wrong- Simpson 
doing and wrote . 
Dr. Meyers, asking to be forgiven. Dr. 
Meyers' reply was, "Forgiven, forgot- · 
ten, forever." 

This week we come to the third, and 
most significant, demonstration of the 
power of God to meet human needs. It 
is the power of Jesus to forgive sin , In 
the famous er,counter of Jesus with 
Simon and the sinful woman, Luke 
brings us to the very heart of the Gospel, 
namely, the desire of Jesus to see that 
every sinner has his sins "forgiven, 
forgotten, forever". 

Luke is the only New Testament writer 
who mentions the story of Simon and 
the fallen woman. The incident is 
altogether fitting, however, with Luke's 
conception of Jesus. As in so many of his 
stories, Jesus is the hero. Through the 
eyes of the humble physic.ian, Jesus was 
the sympathizer of the poor, the cham
pion of the dejected and the Saviour of 
the lost (Luke 19:10). Luke saw within 
Jesus a compassionate concern to com
municate the power of cancelled sin. 

Although the city in which the event 
took place is nameless, the circum
stances imply Jesu.s was still on his 
Galilean ministry. It would seem likely 
that the city was Capernaum. 

Our text has been divided into three 
parts: Simon, the Sinner and the 
Saviour. As we review this familiar pas
sage, may we constantly be reminded of 
God's desire to see that all men know 
the forg_iveness of sin. This may be the 
very message someone in our life 
desperately needs to hear. 

Simon 
"Put the Gospel where the lambs can 

nibble at it, and where the calves can get 
a bite," said an old preacher, "anti they 
will come to eat." Apparently, on some 
previous occasion, Jesus had done just 
that. Simon, a well known Pharisee, had 
digested enough of the Gospel to 
curiously invite Jesus into his home for 
dinner (36). Whether Simon's intentions 
were honest 'or not, Jesus saw the invita
tion as an excellent opportunity to share 
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his forgiving power. What Simon had 
not expected was the intrusion of the 
u_ninvited guest. His cold and indifferent 
reaction to the sinful woman offers 
some valuable lessons for our con
sideration. 

In the first place, Simon is an example 
of many people who believe they are 
above the need of forgiveness. Simon's 
inward contempt for the woman was a 
mirror-like reflection of his own 
spiritual blindness (39). He could see she 
was a sinner, but what he could not see 
was his own need of forgiveness. 
Likewise, some find it easy to point out 
the sins of others, but find it hard to see 
their own. Holding to some creed, they 
imagine that they are obedient to the 
commandments of God when they have 
no ·living relationship with him. 

Second, we see that forgiveness in
volves more than just identifying with 
Jesus. Like Simon, many patronize 
Christianity, associating with Jesus simp
ly_because it is the "in thing to do". 
Thus, they become collectors of 
celebrities, following Jesus purely as a 
fad. Simon's attitude should teach us 
that all men are in need of God's 
forgiveness, and that just assoc;iating 
with Jesus doesn't necessarily bring 
forgiveness of one's sin (Luke 13:25-27). 
It requires a personal relationship with 
Christ. 

The sinner 
From Simon we move to the sinful 

woman herself. Unlike her counterpart, 
the woman had a deep awareness of her 
sin and need for forgiveness. Her repen
tive spirit and love for Christ certainly 
had a part in her appearing at the house 
of this noted Pharisee (37). The silence 
about her sin leaves little doubt that she 
was a common street walker. Luke 
merely refers to her as a "sinner" (37) . It 
was not a general statement. It was at 
that time synonymous with a harlot. 

As Simon watched on in scorn, the 
woman bathed the feet of Jesus with her 
tears (38). After drying them with the 
hair of her head and covering them with 
ointment, she kissed them. This gracious 
act of praise .said more about the 
forgiven heart of this sinful woman than 
anything the crowd could have ever 
told. 

To begin with, the woman's ·public ex
pression of praise teaches us that sur
render and forgiveness go hand in hand. 

The· Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for 
Christian Teaching, Uniform Serles, are copyrighted 
by the International Council of Religious Education. 
Used by permission. 
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There are some who would have us 
think just the opposite, claiming conver
sion without obedience. To assume that 
Christ can be one's Saviour without be
ing one's Lord is not only impossible but 
unscriptural (Matt. 7:23) . The woman's 
forgiveness had brought a proper sur
render of her life. True forgiveness de
mands no less from us. 

Secondly, the sinful woman's 
forgiveness reminds us that no one is so 
vile that he cannot come to Jesus and be 
forgiven. The sins of which the woman 
was guilty prevented her from ap
proaching the religious leaders, but she 
could come to Jesus. How reassuring to 
know that the door of forgiveness is 
always open for those who come in 
repentance and faith. 

The Saviour 
From the sinful woman we move to 

the Saviour. It is clear that Jesus' love for 
the woman did not exceed his love for 
Simon. Both were lost and in need of 
God's forgiveness. The fact that Jesus 
showed no partiality proved that he is 
truly the sinner's friend. 

Second, Jesus made it clear that whom 
he forgives, we are to forgive. Describ
ing a certain creditor who had two deb
tors, Jesus explained how that Simon's 
sins were just as great as the woman's 
(41-43). Both were debtors to God and 
were thus debtors to each other. We 
who are forgiven are also indebted to 
God and should be just as willing to 
share his free grace with all whom We 
meet. 

Third, we see that Jesus never put 
people into pigeon holes. Simon was 
abhored by Jesus' acceptance of the 
woman (39). In a jarring contrast, Jesus 
showed Simon how the sinful woman 
had lavished him with her love while he 
had omitted even the most common of 
courtesies (41-47). Simon couldn't see 
her as she was because he was looking at 
her as she used to be - a common 
problem of Chri~tians today. How we 
need to remember that Jesus isn't in
terested in labeling people; he is in
terested in liberating them (John 10:10). 

Finally, we observe the joy of 
forgiveness (47-50). The forgiveness of 
the woman's sins brought an humble 
expression of love and devotion. Luke 
concludes having made his point. 

Jesus had acted on and defended his 
claim that he had all authority to forgive 
sin. The proof of this power is seen in 
the transformed lives of those whom he 
forgave. How good to know Jesus 
forgives sins. 
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The Demoniac: a fragmented self 

Luke 8:26-31, 35-39 

The Demoniac, 
the third person in 
our series of study 
on persons whom 
Jesus helped, con
fronts us with a 
problem that goes . 
far beyond his phy
sical condition. The 
Bible presents him 
as a man possessed 
by demons. Do we 
see demons as · a Dodson 
part of the supernatural order or as a 
product of man's superstition? The Bible 
teaches the presence of a personal evil 
Being who organizes demonic forces 
and operates in history. This teaching is 
not primitive and outdated according to 
theologians Helmut Thielicke, Emil 
Brunner, Otto Piper, Eric Rust and 
others. Regardless of whether we 
diagnose the cause of the demoniac's 
condition as the derangement of the 
devil, we can learn much from the con
sequences of his contact with Jesus. 

A wreck of a man 
(8:26-34) 

Jesus and his disciples had crossed the 
Sea of Galilee from Capernaum. There is 
a question about the geographical loca-· 
tion of their landing. This problem, 
however, is not vital to an under
standing of the man's experience. 

On the first and only time in Luke's 
gospel that Jesus journeys beyond 
Jewish territory to set foot on pagan soil, 
he meets a man whose life was a wreck. 
The man was possessed of demons that 
had alienated ·him from his people and 
caused him to run about naked in a 
graveyard. The evil forces that possessed 
him caused him to fall before Jesus and 
beg to be left alone. This behaviour was 
an acknowledgment that Jesus was the 
Son of God whose power was greater 
than theirs. 

Verse 29 is an explanation of verses 27 
and 28. The man had seizures which 
caused the people to bind him with 
chains and ropes. With supernatural 
strength he would break loose and un

,der the influence of the same forces that 
freed him he would run into the 

name?" He answered, "Legion." A 
Roman legion had six thousand soldiers. 
The man was indicating how deeply his 
life was divided and disturbed. Ac
cording to popular diagnosis, the 
severity of an , affliction was propor
tionate to the number of demons caus
ing it. (Note Luke 8:2.) 

The host of demons who were housed 
in the man begged Jesus hot to send 
them into the deep, the nether world 
for Satan and demons (Rev. 9:1, 2; 17:8; 
20:1, .3). Looking about they saw a herd 
of hogs, which Mark 5:13 numbers as 
nearly two thousand. They ask Jesus for 
permission to enter the hogs and he 
permits it. Upon their entry the hogs 
stampede down the cliff and into the sea 
to drown. This event provided proof for 
the Demoniac and the disciples of the 
defeat of the demons as well as the 
deliverance from them that had taken 
place. 

A whole man (8:35-37) 
When the inhabitants of the area 

came to see what was happening, they 
found the man sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind. He 
was sound and sane and ready to return 
to his place in society. The wreck of a 
man that they had alienated was whole 
and ready for their acceptance. The 
people saw not only the consequences 
of Jesus' power in the life of the man, 
but learned of the cause. They were 
oyercome with superstitious fear and 
asked Jesus to leave their land. 

A ·whole man to witness· 

(8:38, 39) 
As Jesus prepared to ,leave, the man 

who had been made whol.e asked to be 
allowed to accompany him. But Jesus 
gave him the mission to be a witness at 
home. He became the ambassador for 
Jesus which we are all to be (2 Cor. 5:20). 

What we conclude 
The conclusions we reach from this 

study are significant. First, Jesus wants to 
take wrecked lives and make them well 
and whole. He is essential for a well and 

Feb. 13, 1977 

whole life. Dr. Carl Jung, noted Euro
pean psychologist, wrote that in 35 years 
of practice he had not known a patient 
who found a right relationship with 
other people and within himself who 
did not first establish .a right relationship 
with God. Second, at times when Jesus 
confronts us in our sin and 'separation 
we tend to see him as a foe rather than 
as a friend. Fear can send him away. He 
will not force himself upon us.. Faith will 
draw him nigh. Third, those whose · 
wrecked lives have been made well and 
whole are to be witnesses for.Jesus unto . 
those who are yet in need. ' 

26 cents f .or 

a wrong address 

drop'ju:: a 

in the . bucket 

... unless the total of notlcee 
Is 600 to 700 each month . 
... -and your budget is very 
tight 
. . . and It's the _Lord's money 
Involved 
Please help your state paper 
hold down costs. Let us know 
two weeks before you move. 

wilderness. Upon contact with the man, 
This lesson treatment is b,sed on the life ,1nd WorkJesus had repeatedly commanded the Curriculum f<>r Southern Baptist Churches, copyright 

demons to leave him. by The Sunday School B<1,1rd of th~ Southern Baptist 
Jesus asked the man, "What is thy Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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PEW CUSHIONS 
Comfort and beauty. At prices your 

Church can afford. . 
For free estimate contact 

FLOWERS CUSHION SERVICE 
P.0. Box 587 Keene, Tex.- 76059 

Phone: A-C 817 645-9203 

Clean used church buses 

J & M Motors 
Hwy. 65; South 
Conway, Ark. 

329-6634 or 329-5814 

Custom made 
Church Furniture 

la One of Our Speclaltlea 

Place Your Order With Us 
Please come by and ... 
our samples on display. 

Cox Planing MIii 
and Lumber Co. 

212 E. Main AC 50.1 
Piggott, Ark. 518-2230 
72454 598-2239 

~---Correction---
Caribbean mission 

opportunity 
for pastors & laymen 

10-day trip 
July- 12-21 

Dominican Republic & Haiti 
Minion leaders 

Don MOHley Paul Lecrone 
, ..tor AHOC. Pa1tor 

For Information Write: 
Sylvan HIiia First Baptist Churcb 

9008 Sylvan Hills Hwy. 
No. Little Rock, Ark. 72116 

(Call 501-835-2511) 
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Flooded Indonesians 
get relief money 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (BP) - The In
donesia Baptist Mission has been 
granted $5,000 by the Southern Baptist 
Fo~eign Mission Board to help meet 
relief needs following severe flooding 
here and in surrounding areas. 

Edward 0. Sanders, chairman of the 
mission (organization of Southern Bap
tist missionaries), requested the money 
for food, clothing and possibly some 
reconstruction bf housing, according to 
William R. Wakefield, the board's 
secretary for Southeast Asia. 

The flooding came as a result of un
usually heavy Monsoon rains. Two
thirds ©f Jakarta has been reported un
der water in the worst flooding in the 
qrea in 80 years. Western Java, where 
Jakarta is located, has experienced large 
crop losses_. 

Dan Dipert Tours 
announces 

Little •Rock motorcoach 
tour departures 

as. follows: Vlck1burg-Natchez-New 
Orlean1, March 4-9, $270; Waat,lngton 
Cherry 810110m, April 7 for 8 days, $365; 
Central America (air), March 8 for 16 days, 
$1169; Grand Ole Opry, July 8-10, $125; 
Florida Funfe1t, Aug. 25 for 8 days, $365; 
New England Fall Foliage, late September, 
6 consecutive daily departures, 11 days, 
$505. . 
Al10 wide variety ·of other motorcoach 
and air tours departing Dallas. Write for 
full Itineraries on above or for full 
catalogue. 

"Coffee Dan".Dipert 
(501) 335-7795, Damascus, Ark. 72039 

or call Mary Nixon, Little Rock, 
753-3090 or 945-7803 

BRONZE TABLETS - BRONZE PLAQUES 
For Churches & Church Members 

RELIGIOUS - MEMORIAL - OEOICATIONS 
20% discount - free catalog & prices 
THE COBB COMPANY, SUITE 310 

1372 P'tree St. NE Atlanta, Ga. 30309 
Clip & save for future use 
Call collect 404/892-8630 

FIBERGLASS 
• STEEPLES 
• WALL CROSSES 
• STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
• BAPTISTRIES 
• BAPTISTRY 

HEATERS 

A/C 214 657-6524 Box 931 Henderson, Texas 75652 , 

Attendance report 
J•n. 30, 1977 

Sunday Church Church 
Church School Training addnt. 
Alexander, First 104 60 
Alpena, First 58 13 
Batesville, First 255 88 
Benton, Trinity 111 47 
Bentonville, Central Avenue 88 36 
Biscoe,First 67 37 
Berryville 

Freeman Heights 195 70 
Rock Springs 65 36 

Booneville, South Side 85 67 
Cabot 

First 442 109 2 
Mt.Carmel 283 100 · 

Camden 
Cullendale First · -534 129 
First 434 90 2 

Cave Springs, Lakev iew 93 32 
Conwa1•, Second 382 137 2 
Crossett, Mt. Olive 377 103 
Dell 111 58 1 
El Dorado, West Side 391 386 2 
Elkins, First 87 
Ft.Smith 

Grand Avenue 945 240 7 
Mission 14 

Haven Heights 225 112 
Te mple 137 68 
Trinity 152 46 

Fouke, First 91 
Gentry, First 154 37 
Gillett, First 51 12 
Gillham 104 31 
Grandview 72 48 
Green Forest, First 170 46 
Hampton, First 129 64 
Hardy, First 136 49 
Harrison, Woodland Heights 140 67 2 
Hope, First 386 95 7 
Hot Springs, Park Place 271 72 
Hughes, First 189 55 
Jacksonville 

First 413 67 
Marshall Road 160 70 7 

Jonesboro, Friendly Hope 131 86 
Kingston, First · 52 29 
Lavaca, First 311 111 
Little Rock 

Crystal Hil l 128 62 
Life line 552 138 
Martindale 120 56 

Magnolia, Central 650 157 4 
Marked Tree, First 166 60 
Monticello, Second 264 93 
North Litt le Rock 

Calvary 395 105 
Levy 426 90 2 
Park Hill 866 4 

Paragould 
Calvary 252 176 
First 480 81 2 

Paris, First 383 78 
Pine Bluff 

East Side 124 54 
First 594 64 
Lee Memor ial 220 111 
South Side 640 107 

Tucker · 15 
Su lphur Springs 176 81 
Watson Chapel 372 132 2 

Prairie Grove, First 135 · 41 
Rogers, Immanuel 492 102 
Russellville 

First 574 180 
Second 170 76 

Sherwood, First 254 
Springdale 

Berry Street 106 35 
Caudle Avenue 154 54 1 
Elmdale 308 125 2 
First 1500 7 

Texarkana 
High land Hills 171 62 
Shiloh Memorial 169 55 

Toltec 102 68 
Vandervoort 69 25 
Wabash, Immanuel 45 32 . 
West Helena, Second 195 124 
Wooster,First 114 76 
Wynne, Harris Chapel 91 60 
Yellville, First 128 so 
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Baptist home missions 'cut · 
mustard' missions expert says 

by Catherine Allen 

· BIRMINGHAM (BP) - The Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board is the only 
United States missions agency that is 
"cutting the mustard", a leading mission 
strategist told a meet'ing , of state 
Woman's Missionary Union (WMU) 
leaders and the Southern Baptist WMU 
Executive Board here. 

"There is no team of missionaries in 
the world doing a better job reaching 
non-Christians;" said Ralph D. Winter, a , 
former Presbyterian missionary who just 
resigned from the faculty of Fuller 

Theological Seminary. 
He praised the missions division of the 

Home Mission Board for reaching 
persons with no Christian background 
and for starting churches in the 
language and cultural context of racial 
and ethnic groups: 

"While everybody else was quibbling, 
· your Home Mission Board ras been do-

. ing the job," said Winter, now acting 
director of the World Mission Center, 
Pasadena, Calif. "Acceptance of diver
sity is the hallmark of their strategy.'' 

Winter said that other denominations' 
home boards of missions have made the 
"fatal mistake" of trying to· make all 
their churches English speaking, true
blue American. The Southern Baptist 

Convention (SBC) now has approx
imately 2,200 congregations that speak a 
language other than English, thanks to 
the efforts of home missions, he said. 

"Here you have churches who 
worship apart on Sunday but who have 
fellowship through your conventions 
and associations," Winter said. "All the 
tribes and tongues of h~aven will not be 
English," he warned. 

Winter criticized mission strategy that 
depends on one language and that 

· lingers too long on nurture of Chris
tians. "Ninety- five percent of mis
sionaries in the world are working with 
national Christians," he said. 

He noted that this is due to the fan
. tastic success of missions, but said that 
' more missionaries need to move on to 
give primary attention to the masses of 
non-Christians not yet reached. 

Although Southern Baptists are the 
natibn's largest Protestant body and 
already have the largest evangelical 
troup of missionaries and have suffered 

. no cutbacks in mission support, Winter 
urged them to do better. He suggested 

. that the SBC field more short-term mis
sfon workers, train members-to be mis
sionaries while they are tourists, and 
enlist Baptist business people abroad as 
aides in mission efforts. 

Citing missions education as a key to 
reaching the masses with· Christianity, .· 
Winter urged that missions be taught to 
new converts on mission fields. 

"There may soon come a time when it 
will not be ·legal for money to go over
seas for missions," Winter pointed out. 
11 All foreign exchange will have to go for 
oil. We must begin now to operate self
sustaining programs overseas. We need 
to double what we are doing." 

Pointing out 1,000 subcultures un: 
toucbed by Christianity in India alone, 
Winter .said, "Some barriers will never 
be crossed by backfence evangelism.'' 

Winter urged WMU to continue its 
exclusive identity as a women's 
organization and as a missions educa
tion organization. "WMU should be the 
key agency in helping people gain a 
perspective of the world as God sees it," 
he said. 

"Women are the key to more missions 
money," he said, pointing out that. 
women can set a simple family lifestyle 
that will free money for missions. 

"The worst thing that could happen 
would be for you to be renamed the 
Southern Baptist Woman's Union, leav
ing missions out," he said. "You must 
not rest until ev·ery country has its own 

WMU to keep missions at the heart and 
soul of its work. 

"The most crucial differences in mis
sions took place between 1865 and 1920 
because of the increased role of 
women," Winter said. "Today women 
are _leaving missions - except you. How 
I pray that ybu will continue to set an ex
ample," he told WMU leaders. 

William O'Brien, secretary of the 
9epartment of denominational coor~ 
dination for the SBC Foreign Mission 
Board, responded to Winter. "We're not 
getting the job done domestically or 
overseas," O'Brien said. He predicted 
that Southern Baptists would rise to the 
challenge in its upcoming Bold Mission 
emphasis to proclaim Christ to the 
"fourth world" - lost people wherever 
they are found. , "Missions education 
must be intensified to levels we have not 
dreamed of," O'Brien sai_d. 

O'Brien pointed out that the impetus 
for missions is now coming from former 
mission fields as a result of foreign mis
sions attempts to develop indigenous 
churches. He noted however, that "an 
indigenous church per se can become a 
stumbling 1>1ock if it turns in upon itself. 

"We honor n_ational conventions and 
try to work with them in a catalytic 
way," he said, and lodged a plea for 
more people to v'olunteer as "preacher
type" missionaries. 

Wendell Belew, director of the Home 
Mission Board division Winter praised, 
predicted that in 50 years vast mission 
fields may appear in the southern US 
because of huge migration to the 
Sunbelt. Belew acknowledged that the 
SBC h probably _the most pluralistic 
denomination. "I'm not sure we are 
ready to realize that" 

Belew told WMU leaders that they are 
mission strategists and that their 
churches are keys to mission strategy. 
"You don't demand enough of your 
churc;:hes _and your mission boards. You 
should be testing new mission str'ategies 
in your mission action work," he said. 

He insisted that the SBC is at a crucial 
·. point.in its mission philosophy. "Can we 

survive being the largest evangelical 
denomination · in the US?" he asked. 

· "We are nearly a· state church. How will 
we use our power as the majority? Peo
ple will neve~ hear our gosp.el unless we 
live with them · and hurt with them." 

Belew said that churches must 
become indigenous to their own chang
ing communities. "Every church is a 
transitional church," he said, but we 
have sought only people like ourselves. · 
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