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HAVING OH THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Ii :3'1'UDY OI' THE r300K OF EPhES IAi.JS Dr. n. O. Vaughtu Jr. 
/:Jll\-'i.~~ER 7 /!, IP'l!,~anuel Eaptist Church 
BP.:iESil:i.lJS 6 ~ 14b Little :r..ocku Arkansas 

Bl"tlBSIAlJS G;; 1'JLi t: ••• and l1avin(J' on the brear,.tplate of righteousness vii 

In our last study we sal;r the meaninsr of '"Loins girt uit!l truth. n This 
refers to the whole systeEi of .c.:;alva ti.on 1:-y ':/race anc1 s::)iritual 9rO'\'•rth tr._r 
grace. iie advance one step farther in this study Lefore us and see the 
meaning- of ahaving on the breastplate of righteousness." 

;
1Havin9 on" is an aoristv middle, riarticiplE~ of ;1 en.duo. 11 This means 
that little by little, point by point, you learn doctrinal truth and 
you store it away in your mincL The r:iiddle voice means that you are 
~enefitted by this process. The participle neans that this is a law 
a.nJ. standard and it 1:,Jill always turn out this way. Christian maturity 
and happiness depends on having on this breastplate of righteousness. 

'l'he c3reek word for breast~late is :1thorax01 an,~ is i.n the accusative 
singular and it means there is one breastDlate for every believer. In 
a greek sentence an aorist participle takes precedence over the main 
verb in the sentence, and the main verb was in the previous sentence 
'i•7hich is ro.i:o stand" :i 'Now if you are to stand., vou must I!leet certain 
conditions and one is you must put on and keep on every day the breast· 
plate of righteousness. 

The i:leaning Of u ::=-eastnl ate 
'l;i1e breastplate iG a very interesting thing. iiost of the ancient 
peoples had very heavy and carefully made breaotplates. The EgyptianD, 
the Phoeneciano, the Persians, the Assyrians and almost all nations hat 
Lreastplates. 'l'hey ·would take one piece of cloth and then another ancJ. 
another and then place a raetal rii-n around it. ·:.rhen the Greek.s came 
aloi'1g u they r,1aue breastplates out of bronze. But the Ronans had the 
best breastp lates of all and they ,~re made of heavy metal, overlaid 
·vrith gold. In a previous 1y we sat? the use of the belt theystrn.. vmre 
and how t:1ey fasteneC their e~:uip:1.ent to the belt. Finally they came 
to attach their breastplate to their belt so it 'tvould turn when they 
turned. Later on they extended the breastplate until it covered the 
tJhole bo2y. The idea bei1ind the ~•mar in<:; of a breastplate ,,,,as the idea 
of ag·gressiveness. It qave then freedom of action ancl confidence as 
they acJ.vanced toward the ener:ty. 

THE DOC'I'RH1E OF TEE EDIFICATIOU COI1PLEX 

'i'his breastplate of ri9hteousness is 'lvhat ~.re call "THE EDIFICJ\..TIOlJ con­
PLEX OF' THE :JOVL. 11 'l'his 'ltmrd 11 eu.ificationc' is a imrd that is found 
several times here in Ephesians. In Ephesians ~~12 and 15 and 29 the 
v10rcl is 1'oi]{:o(:or:1e." This is a compound ~"'~ortl and it cones fro!!l. "oikos ,; 
vYhich r.ieans house or ter:iple u and from ri demo" ~t7hich means to build or 
cons·cruct. So this word '1 oikoc.1oue;' means to build a structure in your 
soul" 

1. TEE !.iEJ.UJDJG OF OIKODOIIE. 
In this wore.~ ~,oikodome '' ue have t,,m sreek nouns u a house and a 
building u and t-:then these two words are bromJht together v it 
neans edification. It means a spiritual buildin0 of <loctrinal 
truth in the soul. It means to build a fortification in your 
soul out of doctrinal truth, and the word is edification. 
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2. THE SOURCE OF THE EDIFICA'l' IOI'J COJ:!lPLE~~ I :3 Cm.ACE . 
t·Je pick up this truth from Ephes i an·s <1: ~ 12 and 13" God moves in 
and does this work within us a nd the br e astplate is the result 
of his work of grace in our minds. No man can ever build this 
edification in his own lifeu it r.1ust be the vmrk of God. 

3. LOOK AT THESE BIBLICAL SYNONYT·1S FOR EDIFICATION" 
a. LIGH'I'. 

PSALi:l 119~130 "The entrance of thy words giveth light, it 
g iveth und er.s tanding to the simple. '' 

EPHESIANS 5 ~ a~-9 "For ye vmre sometimes darkness v but nm•.r 
are ye light in the Lord~ walk as children of light :; (For 
the fruit o f the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness 
and trutht) 

PSALfl 4-3 ~3 11 0 send out thy lig·ht and thy truth ~ let them 
lead me , let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy 
tabernacles. 00 

The Bible teaches that Hthe entrance of thy truth giveth 
light. '1 All spiritual growth comes in this ,,,ay. So it 
isn u t what we do that makes us greatv but it is ·what we re­
ceive from God that fortifies us in the soul. 

b. GLORY. 
1 CORii-JTHIAHS 11 ~ 7 siPor a man indeed ought not to cover 
his h e ad , f orasmuch as he is the image and glory of God g 
but the l"1oman is the glory of the r.rnn" 11 

This is the glory of Cod within us. 

C o 'rl-IE FULLNESS OP GOD. 
EPHESI.z:m s 3 :; 1 9 11 And to know the love of Christ 1 which passe· 
knowledge , that ye might be filled vith all the fulness of 
God. 11 

cl D IIiITA'l'ORS OF GOD. 
I!:PHE3 IAi.'i!S 5 ~ 1 11be ye therefore follouers of God as dear 
children ~'1 

e . CHRIST A'l' HOAE IN YOUR HEART. 
EPHESII\US 3 ~ 17 1"rhat Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith ;; that yeu being rooted and grounded in love~ 1 

• 

f . CHRIST FORNED IN YOU. 
GALATIAN8 4~ 19 u•ny littl'e children, of i1horn I travail in 
birth again until Christ be formed in you, 11 

g. THE lJEH UAN. 
EPHESIANS 4 ~ 2 t1 " And that ye put on the ne'l:1 man v \r.rhich after 
God i s created in righteousness and true holiness." 

COLOSSib.l:JS J glQ "And have put on the new man, which is re·­
newed in l<.nowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 
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h. OBEYING THE TRUTH. 
1 PE'.rEH l ~ 22 11 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obey­
ing t he truth throug·h the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethrenu see that ye love one a.not.her with a pure heart 
fervently~ 11 

i. THE PERFECT ·;JORK. 
JAt:ES 1 g 4 :i £\ut let patience have her. perfect workv that ye 
may be ";)erfect and entire u wantin9 nothing .. 11 

Now all of these are biblical synonyms of the Edification Com­
plex. This is ·what Paul means when he says that we are to put 
on the breastplate of righteousness. Every· time you hit one of 
these synonyms in Scripturev remember that millions of years 
ago God made provision for your every need. He knew exactly 
what your needs would be and he nade provision for them all. God 
wants you to be hap;".)y and one "vJaY you can be happy is to wear 
the breastplate of righteousness. You canut live in the pent­
house unless you climb to the topv and the way you climb up 
there is through the edification of your soul. This is the 
LIGHTv the FULLNESS OF GOD. 

4. THE BIDLICP.L USAGE OF EDIFICATION. 
a. THE CONCEPT OF THE CREATION OF THE EDIFICA'I~ION COMPLEX 

THROUGH DOCTRilJAL TEACHING. 
You can't pick up your Bib le and read it every day and from 
that reading grm·1 an edification cor.1plex in your soul. 
Someone has to teach you. You have to learn doctrine point 
by point. Your job is to find someone 1,;ho is teaching doc-· 
trine and then stick with it until you learn it. (Just li~e 
the process you must follow ,.-11hen a little baby is born intQ 
the home. You must care for that baby, feed it carefully 
every day and little by little the baby will grow into a 
strong person.) 

b. DON uT .JUDGE A CHURCH DY ITS PHYSICAL PLJ\NT OR ATTENDArJCE. 
The real prosperity of a church is determined by the number 
of people in that church ·who have built an edification struc 
ture in their souls out of Bible truth. If a church has 
hundreds of people who \,rear the breast]'.)late of righteousness 
then that church is ~rr.eat. The real purpose of a church is 
to get the people to inhale Dible truth. Here is the cri­
terion for the 9reatnes~ of a church. 
ACTS 9 ~ 31 i i Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea 
and Galilee and Samariar and were edifiedr and walking in 
the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
,.,,ere multiplied.'' 

CO THE EDIFICATim~ STRUCTURE IN THE SOUL KEBPS YOU ON THE I01AHJ 
'rF!AC~<• 
In 1 Corinthians 14 ~ 3~-4 and 12 and 26, we have the contrast 
of the edification complex and the speaking in tongues. The 
temporary 9ift of tongues had a purpose, and that was to 
evangelize the Jews in Gentile languages before the second 
administration of the fifth cycle of discipline to the ~Te~vs. 
Tongues warned them of the coming of their doom. 
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THE EDIFICATION STRUCTURE H J YOUR SOUL IS TO BALANCE oun 
IIUI:JAN 'VIE'.JPO H 1'I' Q 

1 conIH'l'UI Al•JS 8 ~ 1 11 Nm•1 as touc h ing thing s offered unto idol 
we knm•,1 that we all have k.no vl ed']'e .. Knm·1l e dge puffeth up, 
but c harity ec1ifiet.h. i·i 

Divine viewpoint must cmne be f o r e human vie~7l)Oint 1'Human 
viewpoint puffs up p but love edifies. '1 

e. COl ll ".TJlUCATION GIF'l1S ~?ERi'1: DE S I GNED 'FOR 'rHE EDIFICATION O' 
jI'HE BELL~VERD 
2 CORI NTHIANS 10 ~ G 11 For though I should boast somewhat mor e­
o f our authority r which the Lord hath given us for edif ica•~ 
tionv and not for your destruction v I should not be a s hamed . 

5. T LERE ARE T\JO SPIRITS THAT ARE INVOLVED IN THE ERECTION OF AN 
EDIFICATION STRUC'l'Ul E IN YOUR SOUL . 
a. The filling of the iloly Spirit. 

Jorm 14;, 26 11 But the Comforter v which is the Holy Ghost v 
,;,•1hom the Father "!ill aend in my nane 1 he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembranceQ whatsoeve r 
I have said unto you. ' 

1 JOHN 2 i 27 tt But the anointing which ye have received of 
him abideth in you: nnd ye need not that any man teach you r, 
but as the same anointing teacheth you o f all things r and 
is truth u and is no lie , and even as it hath taught youu ye 
shal1 a b i a e in him. ,,., 

b. Your human spirito 
This is the grace cycle. It takea the Holy Spirit linked 
up with your human spirit to make the cor:1plete link" 

6. HO~I TO Rl\PIDLY CONSTRUCT THIS EDIFICATION STRUCTURE. 
You daily take in doctrinal truth and apply fa.1.th to every act 
of your life . 
JAl:lES l 3- t'.1 :1 newing this u t ha. t the trying of your faith work!=!i 
pat:i.ence . But let patience have her perfect ·work, t hat ye may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothingo" 
If you will run to the Hord of God every day and take in truth, 
you will build a great structure of po ~er in your life o 

7 . CHRIST IN HIS HUMANITY BUIL AN EDIFICATION CONPLEX. 
LUKE 2 ~ 4 O '1And the child grew v and wa~rna strong in spirit v 
fillec.1 with wisdom~ and the grace of God was upon himo i> 

LUKE 2 152 "And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature v and in 
favour with God and nan . u 

JOifoT 1 t. 14 1'And the Uord was made fleshv and d~,velt a'l'flong usu 
(and we beheld his glory ,, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father r ) full of grace and truth . ,, 
By the time Christ ,,1as 12 ye.ars old , he was rapidly building 
this structure in his soul. 
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8. THE BUILDING t '.lA.TERilH.J OUT OF t mICI~ YOU BUILD THIS HOUSE IN YOUR 
SOUL. 
~Gnosisn which is Diblical truth . 
r'Epignosisn and this is truth you transfer over into your human 
spirit. 
~sun iemi " and this is technical knowledge from Scripture. 
•i Sophia II and this is the residue of Dible truth in your human 
spirit. 
The foundation is Bible doctrine. This is the greek word °' Oidc1 '1 

and it means knm,Jledge. 
The f irst floor is Grace Orientation . 11 Eleos 11 is the word. 
The second floor is Inner Happiness. "Chairo" is the word and 

it means to rejoice, to be glad . 
The third floor is a Relaxed l-lental .Attitude. The word is 

"arketos" and it means to be content. 
The fourth floor is the capacity to love. This involves both 

agape and phileo love. 
The fifth floor is mastery of the details of life. 

2 CORI NTHIANS 10 : 5 '' Castin'] down i maginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God v 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ i c, 

How when you live in this kind of a house, it is glorious in­
deed. This is the breastplate of righteousness. Now God has 
designed this kind of happiness for you . Now ·you can°t run 
over to the window every morning and say five times, "I am hapry 
and ever expect to get happiness that way. Neither can you get 
it by walking clown an aisle, or by dedicating yourself, or by 
becorJing emotionally involved with your work. But remember 
this--happiness is the edification complex in your soul. It is 
putting on the breastplate of righteousness • 

.l'1n Absolute Necessity 
s o we end this study by saying no doctrine- - no happiness, no grace-­
no happiness. This happiness designed by God is perfect and it comes 
to us in a perfect way1 and that ' s the way of graceo It is described 
for us in a perfect book. God does it all and it is outlined in the 
pages of the Bible. Once you understand the grace of God# you are on 
the way to an edification cor:tplex. There is no t11ay for you to be har.pi 
apart from Bible doctrine . Every time a Roman soldier put on the 
lJreastplater he was safe to go out and fight . T.?hen you put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, you are safe for the conflict. A Roman 
soldier would get hit with an arrm,r and it would bounce off his breast·" 
plate and he would shoutf "It Hork.s·--it works!'' That O s ·what the be­
liever can shout when he grows an edification structure in his soulo 
It works every time . 
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