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More than 3,000 
Arkansa~ ·aaptist 
Sunday School 
workers were· 

.._ ___ ______, challe·nged to 
"Carry the Light" during 41 
Assoclational Sunday School 

, Conventions held recently 
throughout the state. 



CAMPERS ON MISSION 

New COM president has vision 
of more missions involvement 
ByMUllcGW 

Involvement in the Arkansas/ Iowa 
missions partnership, membership growth 
and organi7.a tion of a southwest district 
chapter arc at the to p of Arkansas Campers 
on Mission 's " to doM list fo r the coming 
)'C:Ir, acc01::ding to newly elected president 
Charles Stender. 

" We :1rc camper s o n mission and 
therefore we arc av;tilablc to assist the 
Arkansas Baptist State Conventio n with 
mission efforts w herever we arc needed, M 

said Stender who has been involved in 
volunteer mission work with his wife, 
Jeanne, for more than 15 years. He said 
their init ial missions invo lvement was the 
result o f an article they read in thcArkansas 
llaplist Newsmagazine concerning the 
Christi:an Volunteer Corps. 

Stender . a deacon a1 Immanuel Church 
of tittle Rock, was elected presidem of 
Ark:msas Campers on Mission during the 
organi7.:ttion'sannual fall rally Sept. 7·10in 
Eureka Springs. Serving with him in the 
coming yearwiU be vice president Preston 
Eddy, a member of Trinity Church in 
Searq•, and secretary/ treasurer Dorothy 
jackson, a member of Central Church in 
Marked Tree. 

'llte new COM presidenr is :1 mathe· 
maries teachcrat Fuller junior lligh School 
in the Pulaski County School District and 
a fom1cr athlcric coach in the district. lie 
n.:qucsred chat anyone needing assistance 
from the Campers on Mission group to 
com;tct him at 50 1·562·5338. He said he is 
:wailablc to share info rmation with 
churches concerning COM efforts. 

"We plan to have a booth at the 
upcoming slate convention at First Church 
in t ittle Rock , and at future state meetings 
for the purpose of providing infonnation 
and adding new members, M Stender noted. 
He said efforts to add a south,vcst chapter 
will help rhe organization complete its 
goal of being a statewide effort. The 
Arkansas COM chapter currently has 
established units in the scare's northwest, 
northcasl, ccmral and southeast regions. 

Stender attribuled the O\'Crall success 
of the Arkansas chapter to the efforts of 
t endol j ackson, slate volunteer COM 
coordinator . He said jackson also is 
available 10 those imeresred in joining the 
organization or needing assisrance from 
the group. Among the organizat ion's 
newest ministry efforts is a si:Hcwidc 
telephone prayer chain launched a1 the 
fall rally by 35 couples. 

Pete Pelty. w ho helps coordinate COM 
acrivities in his ro le as as associ:ue in the 
slate con"cn1 ion missions departmenr, said 
he believes the prayer chain ministry is 
one of the mos1 signi ficant decisions ever 
made by the organization. 

"'l11is minislry w ill not on I)' meet the 
needs o f those in ihcorgani1 .. 11ion, but w ill 
provide opportuniry for mission projec1s 
and needs 10 he prayed for, M Petryaffim1ed. 
He sa id his currenl goal " is assisr our sl ate 
organization in becoming more involved 
in missions projects. M 

Pcuy said rhc st:11e organization, which 
hosted this )'C:tr 's n:uional COM rail)•, plans 
to participate in the 1996 COM r.tlly 10 be 
held june 18·2 1 in Greenwood, J\·1iss. The 

. Mississippi r.1lly will celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of Campers on Mission. 
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ARKANSAS BAPTISTS 
Sunday School training aids 3,000 workers 

More than 3.000 Arkansans were urged 
to wcarry the Light ," during the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convcnrion's Associationa l 
Sunday School Conven tions, held in the 
state's 41 Baptist associations Sept. 16-30. 
WCarrythc Light" is the theme ofthc Daptist 
Sunday School Board 's five-yea r tra in ing 
emphasis through the yea r 2000. 

Milto n Redeker, direc tor o f the ADSC 
Sunday School department , sa id the 
simultaneous convcmions arc a " fi rst " for 
Arkansas. Noting that e ight fi ve-member 
teams conducted the 4 1 w orkshops, 
Redeker added, u\Ve covered the entire 
state in a week." He said the 3,000-plus 
workers trained during the sessions wis 
more than twice what we get at the annual 
convention " held in Linlc Rock. ~ 

UThis is by fa r the best we've ever 
done ,M he emphasized. "We surveyed the 
participants and found that 90 percent of 
them had never been to Lillie Rock fo r a 
Sunday School convention. We also found 
that 50 percent of those who came to the 
associational conventions were first-time 
Sunday School teachers and directors ... 

Based on in it ial results. Redeker said 
his department plans to repea t th e 
associational emphasis in 2000. In the 
meantime, the traditional st:uc Sunday 
School convention w ill be held in little 
Roc k in 1996 and 1999. a regio nal 
convention w iJI be held in Jonesboro in 
'97, and district conventions will be held 
throughout the state in '98. 

Redeker said the va riety o r training 
opportunities w ill enhance the goal of 
equipping Sunda y Sc hool workers 
throughout the stare. "Any ti me we do 
something different , it touches a diffe rent 
segment of people," he pointed out. 

Alth ough th e initia l goa l o r th e 
associational events was to train 5.000 
workers, Redeker acknowledged, "Five 
thousand was probabl)' beyond our own 
imagination. Realisti cally , J think we 
acco mp lish ed ou r goa l o f training 
thousa nds of leaders to teach Sunday 
School into the 2 1st century . M 

P3 rt ic ipan ts at severa l o f th e 
assoc iational events viewed the video, 
"Carry the light ," before d ividi ng into age­
g raded training sess io ns. The BSS B· 
produced video urged participant.s tO help 
generate grea ter involvcmenr in Sunday 
School through using a varie ty of teaching 
approaches, expansion oft he organizat ion 
and estab lishing more growth contacts 
and personal visits. 

Part icipants then divided into 90-minutc 
sess ions for general o fficers :md teachers 
of adu ll , youth , children and preschool 
Sunday School classes. 

Va leri e Lofti s. a member of Geyer 
Springs l;lrst Church in Little Rock, taught 
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j ohn Cooper, minister OJ educalfo" at First Church, West /tlempltts, was among 10 
conference lenders who led Sunday School training efforts throughout the state. 

the "l eading Youth in Sunday School" 
session at the Garland County Association 
meeting, held Sept I Sat Park Place Church 
in Hot Springs. 

Loftis, a 91 !·dispatch operato r, sa id 
major issues youth face include family 
relationships, the media , emotional crises 
and Jack of absolutes. 

"Youth arc searching for significance 
and meaning in life, " Loftis said. "Cults and 
gangs are reaching youth and, after the age 
of 17, people arc less likely to become 
Christians." 

'live what you teach' 
Lo ft is sa id teenagers arc receptive to 

learning when "needs arc met, when you 
build re lationships , w he n you usc 
repetition and imitation and when they 
experience what they learn, " add ing that 
it is essen tial for youth teachers to "live 
what you teach." 

Bonnie Evans, a youth teacher at Rector 
Heights Church in Hot Springs, attended 
the youth teachers' session. She sa id she 
especially appreciated the opportunity for 
dia logue with other teachers. 

"We were d iscussing discipline and 1 
rea ll y loved some of the ideas some of the 
others h:1d ," she noted. "I liked the way 
our part of the confe rence was put 
together, the way it was organized and our 
teacher was exceptional " 

Freddie Pike, associate pasto rofSccond 
Church, Conway, and former ABSC Sunday 
School directo r, coordinated the training 
fo r Faulkner County Association which 
auracted nea rly 200 participants. 

Em ph asizing that 'the eve nt was 
designed to offer "encouragement and 
moti v;u ion" to Sunday School workers. 

Pike said , "If they can pick up two or three 
new ideas and get a renewed enthusiasm 
and vision fortheirwork, tha t's the greatest 
impact we can make." 

Adult conference leader John Cooper, 
ministe r of education and administrat ion 
at First Church, West Memphis, challenged 
teachers to "make our Dible study a life· 
changing experience. Don't just teach 
facts, " he urged. ~carry those facts inro 
principles of life. "l11at 's when people's 
lives arc ch3ngcd - w he n they apply the 
Dible." 

Charles Al len, associa te pasto r of First 
Church, Conway. Jed training sessions for 
Sunday School general officers . "Teachers 
should never stop growing themselves, M 

he sa id. "As you prepare your lessons, 
have an open mind to allow God to teach 
you first. .. 

No ting that "many people look at 
Sunday School as an academic experience 
majoring on biblical content," Allen added, 
"While biblical content and truth are at the 
heart of Sunday School, I believe that just 
knowing cognit ivcly is not Sunday School. 
Sunday School has to reach a person's 
emotions, attitudes and va lues or you ge t 
no commitment. " 

Preschool conference leade r Carol 
Pyeatt , preschool coord inator at First 
Churc h, Searcy. said "one the biggest 
thrills" forher was the opportuni ty to tra in 
a young lady who h:td not grown up in 
church. " It was seeing her desire and 
eagerness to learn more about teaching 
and feeling tha t 1 was able to help her," she 
affirn1ed. "TI1at's real exciting. 

"''m glad Arkansas Baptists tried this, M 

Pyeatt refl ected. "It 's been good for every 
associa tion to partic ipate ." 
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vou·LL 
BE GLAD , 
TO KNOW~~ 

By DON MOORE 
ABSC Executive Director 

Some o f my best m emories revolve 
around a practice sorely needed today. As 
a boy in a n1ral community, occasionally a 
bam or farm house would bum. The entire 
community would come 10gcthcr fol · 
lowing the tragedy :md rebuild the bam or 
house for the family . 

In New O rleans. where I was pastoring 
w hen hurricane Betsy came and took 88 
lives and did millions of dollars o f damage. 
I saw it again. Blacks , whites, Cajuns, 
Pro tcst:mts. Ca tho lics, Chri stians and 
reprobates worked together to meet 
cm cia l needs. The crisis was o f such 
cnom1ous pro po rti ons that no time was 
spent accusing, cx:1mining or doubting 
the mot ives of the others. We all helped 
each other. ll1c times demanded it. 

I saw it aga in as God put a beautifu l staff 
together at Grand A'·enue Baptist Church. 
Sure they had differences of per.;onality, 
opinion, gifts and concerns. Time and 
again I saw them give up thei r personal 
preferences in the interest of an event o r 
activity that was of more value than their 
personal opinion. There was such absolute . 
trust in the motivation of each o ther that 
muiUal respect bridged over the potent ial 
rift and the team moved on. lt is no wonde r 
that God gave such magnificent blessings 
to th:il ordinary group. We all helped each 
other. ll1e times demanded it. 

That's what happened on the farm and 
in New Orleans. Th:u is the way Christians 
have historically worked together when 
God really used them. Whether the church 
faces crisis o r opportunity, the times 
demand that we trust and help each other. 

In a world that can 't deal with dis· 
agreement without some form of violent 
reaction, one wonder.; if we w i11 ever sec 
such trust and cooperation again . Even 
God ' s people seem to have little motivation 
to get the facts, strive fo r peace, trust the 
ot.hcr, and work fo r the mutual welfa re . 

Jn denominational life , as in church o r 
family life , the key to cooperat ive efforts is 
mutual trust and respect. ll1is canno t be 
done without honesty and fairness . My 
hope is that we all wi ll sec ~ th e times" 
call ing us to united action rat her than our 
diffe rences urging destructive ac tions. 

Page 4 / October 5, 1995 

PERSPECTIVE 

PEGGY SUTTON 

Woman's Viewpoint 

Words that count 

Recently, while attending a funeral 
of a member of our church family, I 
heard a remark which has continued to 
come back to me time and again . 

As ou r pasto r summarized his 
relationship with our friend , he said, 
~joe never spoke idle words but spoke 
words that counted." joe's words were 
words that would build up, direc t. heal 
and inspire , spoken with truth. 

I reme mbe r th e rhyme we all 
chanted as a child. ~ st ic ks and stones 
may break my bones, bur words can 
never hun me . ~ What untruth there is 
in that childish rhyme, because spoken 
words can also do all manner of hann. 
They can break re lationships, dis· 
courage, damage, stifle and destroy. 

James 3:1-12 views cont rol of the 
tongue as an individual's most difficult 
challe nge . The tongue can set the 
direction of a life, especially in the 
young. It has great potential for evil 
because the tongue cannot be tamed: 
so it must be guarded and guarded 
particularlyagainstthe habit of speaking 
ill against o thers while praising God! 

Parents have the opportunity to bless 
theirchildren everyday with the words 
they speak- words of love, praise and 
encouragement. Even reprimanding 
w rong behavior can be done without 
using ha~h . unnecessary criticism. 
Using appropriate constructive words 
to guide and reprimand children is an 
application of ~ speaking the truth in 
!ovc" (Eph. 4: 15) . 

Teachers have a powerful effect on 

us. Perhaps you can reca ll a personal 
communica tion spoken by your teacher 
that implanted an inspira tion in your 
mind. Or perhaps a negative comment 
that has lingered through the years, 
never to be forgotten . 

\Y/e h:tve a ministry in our church 
that helps school-age children who arc 
Ji vin g in c it y she ll er ho mes . O n 
\Y/cdncsllay evening, the children come 
to us for a meal and each is furnished a 
tutor to help with homework. The 
workers have compiled a list of phrases 
they use to encourage and build up li ves 
that arc unseulcd , disturbed and maybe 
abused. 

Each ofus:1s:1 church family membe r 
has an opportunity to be like joe, saying 
words that count - words that heal, 
comfort, inspire and do good. 

Since joe's funeral I have prayed 
more oft en that my words would count 
in the li ves I touch each day. God has 
written an excellent petition we can 
pray concerning our words. ~ Let the 
words of my mouth .. . be acceptable in 
Thy sightH (Psalm 19:14). We must ask 
and depend on God to fill our mouths 
with acceptable words, words that bless 
and do all manner of good. 

Peggy Sutton is a membe r of 
Immanuel Church in Little Rock where 
she teaches first graders. She is the wife 
of William H. "Budd)"" Sutton, a Little 
Rock attorney and fom1er president of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
The Suttons have three children and 
four grandchildren. 

Personal perspectives 
"Teachers should never stop growing themselves. As you prepare 
your lessons, have an open mind to aU ow God to teach you fU'St." 

-Charles Allen) associate pastor, Flrsr Church, Conway 

"Volunteerlsm changes your life. It gets in your blood and you're 
never the same." 

-Glenn Prescott, assoctate director, International Service Corps 
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Why fight fellow Baptists? 
I was disappointed by Foreign Missio n 

Board prcsidcnt)cny Rankin 's recent Jetter 
opposing the dec i sion o f Woman's 
Missionary Union to provide assistance to 
another group invo lved in sharing Christ 
with the world . If I am not mistaken, the 
group which Rankin opposes was sending 
thousands and thousands of dollars 10 
suppon the w ork of the SDC. The FMD, 
however, turned down that mo ney as 
"tainted" and "diny ... \Vill the FMD also 
tum down tithes fro m gambling earnings 
o r from tobacco or alcohol profits? I think 
it is a mancr of consistency and integrity. 

The FMD has recently joined Global 
Focus which appeals for funds from SBC 
churches. The FMB also joined a gr up of 
evangelical missions o rganiz.1tions, some 
of w hich have suppo rt in SBC churches. 
Why arc we spending so much time alid 
effort fighting o ur Baptist brothers and 
sisters? I fit is not of God, then it will surely 
die . lf it is o f God, then neither the FMD 
no r any of the rest of us had better be 
found opposing it. 

Aren 't there enough people o ut there 
who have no personal relatio nship w ith 
God in Christ for all of us? Shouldn 't we be 
exci ted that God may be doing new and 
fresh things in expanding opportunities 
for people to hear o f Christ? Why must our 
little kingdoms be threatened by w hat 
very well may be the work of Goct ·s 
kingdo m? 

·tne FMD reponedly spent more than 
S 11 ,000 to send o ut Rankin's le tter of 
August 25. Is that good stcw;udship? 
Couldn 't the money have been better spent 
by purchasing Bibles o r used for actually 
sharing the message of Christ rather than 
to pick a fight with the group that has 
done more to spread the gospel of Christ 
than all the Southern Baptist preachers 
put together? If I were in the WMU, J 
would resent such attempts to force and 
manipulate. 

uyne E. Smltb 
Fayetteville, AR 

Concentrate on Christ 
I have believed in the sovereign grace 

of God througho ut my Christ ian life: He 
sent His Son, His goodness leads us to 
repen1ance, He keeps us from falling, He 
is in control of aU and works aU things after 
the counsel o f His will . 

At the same time, it Is not useful to 
engage in comroversy about things that 
areabove the line ofhuman understanding. 
As Baptists, we owe noti1ing to either of 
the Augustines o r to C.'llvin , and certainly 
not to the Remonstrnnts o r Arminians. 

We can be spoiled through specul :uive 
theology as well as thro ugh worldly 
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PERSPECTIVE 

LETTERS 
TO THE 

EDITOR 
philosophy, as evide nced by the 
modernistic Protestant schools. \Ve had 
bctterconeenlrate o n what Christ and the 
apostles said and did, try to be peo ple of 
one Book, and carefully avoid going beyond 
what is wriltcn. 

Clay Hale, 
El Dorado, AR 

Examine 'what God said' 
Jerry Vines is a precious friend . How· 

ever, Dr. Vines erred when he sought to 
min imize debate over Calvinism versus 
Arrninianism. 

Dr. Vines has few peers when it comes 
to turning a phrase - I can just hear the 
resounding "amensR when he said, "I could 
care less what Calvin or Anninius believed 
-I want to know what the revealed Word 
of God has to say.R TI1is is tantamount to 
the WMU president saying, " I don' t care 
what William Carey o r Lo ttie Moon 
believed - I just want to know what God 
said." 

Dr. Vi nes' error is compounded when 
we remember that he made this statement 
to seminarian s! The truth is, mos t 
seminarians in our day could not li st, 
compare orcontrast the Calvinistic system 
of theology with Arn1inianism if thei r life 
depended o n it ! 

I think it would be healthy for the 
c hurch to examine Ca lvin ism a nd 
Arminianism to sec if o ne of them is 
consistent with "what God sa id" rega rding 
depravity, election, atonement , calling and 
perseverance. After all , these doctrines 
arc germane to our religion. Sourhem 
Baptists will profi t even more from a 
discussion of the gospel than we have 
from the debate over inerrancy. 

The very seminary where Dr. Vines 
made his remarks has a Ca lvinisti c 
confess ional document known as the 
Abstract o fPrinciplcs. Professors arc hired 
and fired at Southeastern and Southern 
ba sed o n wheth e r th ey can te ach 
"consistent with and not contrary to the 
Abstract. R Article V in the Abstract says 
this: "Election is God 's e ternal cho ice of 
some persons un to everlasting life, not 
because o f foreseen merit in them, but by 
mere mercy in Christ. In consequence of 
which c ho ice they arc ca lled, justified and 
glo rificd .R 

Yes, I :a m a Calvi nist. I am delighted to 
be identified with James Pedigru Doycc, 
Basil Manly and j ohn Broadus - Calvinists 

who founded Southern Seminary. I take 
my stand with fellow Calvinist B. H. C:irroll 
who founded Southwestern Seminary. I 
am no t ashamed o f my kinship to 
missionary Calvinists like Luther Rice, 
William Carey and Lott ie Moon. I have a 
rich heritage! 

Davld Miller 
Heber Springs, AR 

Forget our biases 
Articles and letters of recent months 

have generated more questions than 
:mswers. Here arc my questions: 

1. U the pastor must be the husband of 
one wife, why do we ordain single men 
who have no wife and no family to manage? 

2 . lf a pastor is the overseer of a church, 
why do we ordain men to the non·pastor 
positions of chaplain, minister of c:duca· 
tio n, music, youth, etc.? Some may never 
be in an overseer positio n. Do these 
ordained non·pastors receive the same IRS 
tax break offered to pastors in that their 
housing allowance is not considered as 
earned income? Why don 't we offer the 
same tax break to women who hold the 
same offices? 

3. What do Baptists believe about the 
gift of "prophccy"? Is it as the Living Bible 
explains in I Cor. 14:4, "One who 
prophesies ... helps the entire church grow 
in holiness and happinessH? At Pentecost, 
Pcterquotcdjoel and sa id, "Your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy. n Just what 
did he foresee as the roiJ of women? Why 
do we invcn. the intention of I Cor. II and 
let the women cut their hair and uncover 
their head, but we tcU them they cannot 
prophesy? 

4. How do we get from Acts 6 to I 
Timothy 3 in our o rdination of deacons? Is 
it true that the wo rd dlakOPlOS is not used 
in Acts 6 fo rt he seve n Hellenists on whom 
the apostles laid their hands? How do we 
get from the daily distribution of food to 
what we practice In our churches today? 
Since we must go o utside the New 
Testamem to historical practices of the 
first several centuries to support the 
ordination of men deacons (and I am fo r 
it), why do we not usc these same sources 
for ordaining deaco nesses w ho were 
mentioned prominently in Christian 
writings of that same time? 

Paul 's example in I Cor. 9: 19-22teaches 
us that our motivating force should be to 
win as many as possible to jesus Christ . 
We just have one question to ask: "Is It an 
ho norable way to w in people to Christr If 
the answer is "yes," let 's fo rget about 
proof·tcxting o ur biases. Why don't we 
just do it ? 

DonSplcgel 
Benton, AR 
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MISSIONS PARTNERSHIP 

Iowa Baptists affirm efforts, 
request partnership extension 
By Colleen Backus 

MArc you going to ring the bcii?M peo ple 
w ould stop and ask as the)' drove by the 
church, w hich wa!\ covered w ith I:Jddcrs 
and painl. 

'l11c old church fa cility in Allerton, Iowa, 
had been closed fo r a }'Car - :md even 
when its doors were open . no one had 
been b:tpti zcd in the congregation since 
1982. 'll1cn a group met :1nd decided to 
open Fir.a Baptist Church , Allerton , as a 
Southe rn Baptist c hurc h. 

Th:u 's w he n the Iowa/ Arka nsas 
missions partnership kicked in , according 
to Phillllall , directo r o f missio ns in Io wa. 
A tea m fro m First hurch , Sc:arcy, under 
the leadership of Ross l>ycau . wen t to 
Allerto n in August to p:1int and repair the 
church and parso nage. 'llu: gro up also 
restored the hc lfry :md painted the old 
bel l. 

"People would stop ~ nd :1sk if we were 
going to ring the bell , .. ll all no ted. ~we 
had people come to church w hen the 
doors o pe ned :1!' a direct result o f ladde rs 
and paint. " During the few weeks that the 
church 's doors have hccn reopened, the 
congregatio n has rece ived 16 people in 
membership , baptized fo ur and had an 
average auc ndance o f 28 to 30. 

.. Ark:msas teams h:we been doing manr 
things fo r c hurches in Iowa th~tthcycould 
not do for themselves, R 1-1 :•11 emphasized. 
~ Not onlr praye r support hut spec ific 
things -often just having a team in a town 
will raise the level of aw:1rcness about a 
church. People in the communit)' ask, 
'What docs it mean tlmt 30 people from 
Arkansas drove here to paint a build ing?' 
Most churches in lo w:1 arc plateaued. 
traditional. mainline den o min ation 
churc hes - the te:•ms provide an un­
believa ble o pen door. R 

I Jail 's count erpart in Arkansas is director 
o f miss io ns Jim Edwards o f Ca ro line 
Association . "111e key is that we rca ll r 
communica te w ith c:1ch other," Edwards 
explained. "We share drea ms and visio ns 
and try to place \'Oiuntecrs whe re the 
needs arc." 

A dis tr ic t coo rdina to r fo r the 
partnership, Edwards has helped orga nize 
a wide variety o f missio n trips to Iowa. 
Constructio n teams. numerous Vaca tion 
Bible School te~ms. revi\'als teams, camp 
workers and even a new work tea m ha\'C 
all come from the two DOMs working 
togclhcr. Jiall will receive a specific request 
and Edwards wil l find volunteers to fill the 
need. ""111csc volun t cers come back higher 
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th:m kites ,- Edwards declared. -This is 
hands-on missio ns. 

"Missions work is what we 're all about , H 

he affi rmed. ~ An)'t imc the path o f an 
unbeliever crosses that o f a believer. we 
become a missionarr. ~ 

Volunteers fro m l.;tke Village Church 
arc a prime example of one team working 
to meet a variety of needs. 'l11e 20-membcr 
ieam was invited to lead a Vacat io n Dible 
School and do demolitio n and construction 
work at the same time. Team members 
had to be flex ible and ad:tpt to w hat they 
fo und when they reached Ottumwa, Iowa, 
explained team member Steve Russel l. 
Personnel assignments had to be changed 
to fit needs on site, and the team made the 
adjustmcms, turn ing the mission trip into 
a great week. 

"ll1erc was a rea l bonding between the 
team members ,~ remarked pasto r j ack 
Albri tto n. ~we had team meetings every 
night to di scuss the dar 's events - our 
people reall)' came to reali ze why they 
were there . 

"One o f the higgcst things that took 
place was the reali7.a tion that if it can 
happen in Iowa. it can happen in l-'lke 
Vil l age .~ he sa id. ~since we've come back , 
we arc becoming even more aggressive in 
o ur OlHreach." 

God's timing evident 
A team from Mount Carmel Church in 

Cabot also had a positive experience on 
their Iowa mission trip earlier in the year. 
Pas(Or Mitch Tapson, minister of music 
je rry Mill e r :tnd pi anist Val Wi lso n 
answered the ca ll fora revival tea m at First 
Uaptist Church in Albia. "We didn't know 
the church :tnd had never even been to 
Iowa,- Tapson sa id. "But everyt hing we 
d id there had God's timel iness about it ." 

·m e Iowa church's pastor, D:n'id Grace, 
h:uJ been on the church field o nl y about a 
)'e:•r and was facing an internal struggle 
be tween o lder le:tdc rship and newer 
people who wanted to reach o ut to the 
community. 

"We brought a more modem worship 
service- choruses:ts well as h)'mns; things 
to model a more :tc ti ve approach to 
reaching out to the communit r, " Tapson 
expla ined. ~ I tried to corWC)' th:ll you arc 
not disrespecting the pasr by doing new 
things- you 're just doing it in a different 
way.~ 

Team members , who were staying in 
the homes of members, sensed that every 
meal , every conversation was timel)' and 
rherc were quest ions they could answer 
and experiences they could relate to 

enhance the c hurch 's changing att itude 
toward thecommuniry. "Theycango from 
maintenance to a church that can reaUydo 
good," Tapson sa id. The mission team 
continues to stay in weekly contact w ith 
the Albia church , sharing prayer requests 
and praises together. 

Timt kind of input is o ne of the thing"i 
that Richard 1-'lmbome, Iowa Baptists' 
miss ions department director, had in mind 
when the pannership was established . 
"Fro m the very inception , it was agreed 
that the overarc hing objective was to 
develop a spiritual bond between Iowa 
and Arkansas, .. Lam borne pointed out. 
"That bond is very evident- one thing Lhat 
we Iowa Baptists have been impressed 
w ith the most is how much Arkansas 
Baptists Jove us." 

Jimmy Barrentine, Arkansas Baptist 
missions department director, agrees. "111c 
partnership is well beyond wha t we had 
any reason for it to be - the relationship 
between thestatcstaffscouldn 't be bette r." 

Iowa Baptist leaders have requested 
that the partnership, o riginally set to end 
on Dec. 3 1. 1996. be extended through 
200 I. The Arkansas Baptist Executive 
Board w ill recomm end the five-year 
extensio n to messengers at th is yea r's state 
convention . 

"To date , about I 00 projec ts have been 
completed," Barrentine noted. "Forry three 
of th ose have been thi s year . The 
partnership purpose- fo r kingdom growth 
in Arkansas and Iowa - can continue to 
expand." 

In lowa , the rc:1c tion is much the same, 
l.ambo rnc explained . "Everyo ne Is 
enthusiastic about the ex tension of the 
pannership , right down to the grassroots 
level ,- he sa id. 

One significant change for Iowa Baptist 
work this fall will be moving from state 
fellowship status to o fficia!Jy constituting 
as a state Baptist convent ion. Arkansas 
Baptist effo rt s ha\•e helped play a role in 
the fellows hip's growth, enabling Iowa 
Baptists to complete Southern Baptist 
Conventio n stati sti c~ ! require ments to 
become a state convention. 

Even as the Iowa Southern Baptist 
Conventio n becomes reality later this 
month , l-'lmbomc said the new convention 
still needs significant ass istance in the area 
o f churc h starting. ~ we stil l have 43 
unentered counties o ut o f 99, and we 
need Arkansas teams to p lug into o ur 
strategy," he explained. "We want to 
cultiva te unente red counties as we ll as 
neighbo rhoods in our cities. 

,; Wha t the pan nership means to me 
pe rsonally," Lamborne added , " is a 
celebration o f good things past, responding 
to the needs of the present and dreaming 
oft he future - for there to be 200Southcm 
Baptist churches in Iowa." 
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WORLD MISSIONS 

Arkansan follows God's call to South America 
By Tren.nis Henderson 
f..d llo r , Arb t\Sa.'ll Ba pt \.<!1 1 

SANTlAGO, CHILE - Arkansas native 
tee Walkcf, a Southern Baptist missionary 
serving as a mus ic professor at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Santiago, Chile , 
never really intended to enter fo reign 
missions. 

"We weren 't running from missions,~ 

he explained. ~ It just never had crossed 
our minds." 

But God had m her plans fo r Walker 3nd 
his wife, Phyllis. After graduating from 
Ouachita Baptist Unive rs ity and New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
\Valker acccptcd a call to scn•c as ministe r'"' 
of music and youth at Fi rst Church , Star 
City. 

~while se rving at Star City, the Lo rd 
spoke to us while we were at Siloam 
Springs," Walker recalled . He sa id God 
used Ted Stanto n, ano the r Arkansas 
missionary , to c hallenge them about 
missio ns needs around the world. 

Po ndering statist ics shared by Stanton 
that 9S percent o f the wo rld 's trained 
min iste rs serve S to J 0 percent of the 
world 's population , \Valker confided to 
his w ife midway thro ugh the week of 
camp at Arkansas Baptist Assembly, ~ I 
don 't understand something. I'm trying to 
do w hat the Lord wants me to do and I 
do n't have peace .~ 

As the Lo rd confronted them with a ca ll 
to missions, Walker reca lled , "It was as if 
God was standing right behind us. Both of 
us perceived God saying to us, 'This is it . 
·n1is is what I want yo u to do.· It was God 's 
w ill and His timing." 

Less than a yea rafte r that experience at 
Siloam, the W'alkers were appointed 3S 
Southern Baptist missionaries to Chile. " It 
just doesn 't work that q uickly," \Va lker 
acknowledged, "but it did!" 

FoJJowing language school, t.he couple 
began work as music p ro moters in the 
coastal c ity o f Vina Del Mar. A yea r and a 
half late r, in july 198S, they transferred to 
Santiago, where they continue to se rve . 

While se rving as a music promoter, 
Walker worked c losely w ith local church 
leaders to tc:ach music skills as well as 
p ro mo t e c ho ir minis try :1nd mus ic 
educa tion . As a seminary professor, he 
sees his current role as planting seeds to 
help p ro duce effec tive c hurch music 
min istri es. 

In a strongly Catho lic natio n w here 
ma ny people view Bap tists as a sect or 
cult , Walker sa id there arc very few Baptist 
churc hes large eno ugh to finan cially 
sup port a second staff member. Dut he still 
sees trained music ministers as an essential 
part of strengthening the overa ll minist ry 
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lee and Phy llis lflalker(left), m isslo1laries to Santiago, Chile, visit In theirhom e wlth 
SBC Executive Committee vice p resident En zest Mosley ami his wife, Vivia n. 

of the more than 500 Baptist chu rches and 
miss io ns throughout Chile. 

~we have music in the churches but 
channeling it into a ministry is a br:~nd· 
new concept, " he explained. ~ I'm selling 
an unknown item. 

"l11e awesome rcsponsibiJi tyofshaping 
a church music philosophy for an entire 
country is sometimes overwhelming - it' s 
frightening," Walker remarked. But just as 
they sensed God's c lea r ca ll at Siloam, he 
and his wife remain committed to being 
~ e xac tly where the l o rd would have us to 
be and doing w hat the Lord would have us 
do." 

Reaching people for Christ 
Util izing music as .an effective tool for 

worship and outreach is a driving fo rce 
behind Walker's ministry philosophy. ~The 
purpose we have fo r tr:~in i ng church 
musicians is for them to take the music to 
reach people for Christ and for church 
members to be able to express their feelings 
for God thro ugh music and to share those 
feelings with others." 

Recounting an experience from his 
ea rly days on the mission field , Walker 
sa id , ''I took the 'Four Spiritual L'lws' (traer) 
and chose hymns that reinfo rced the four 
spiritual laws and taught t.hcm to a church. M 

He said that one effort resulted in three 
people professing faith in Ch:ist. 

MJ see music as a tool to be used in 
worship ,~ he added . ~ , think we arc selling 
ourselves short when we make worship 
syno nymous with praise." \Vhilc praise is 
one aspect of worship , he emphasized 
that thanksgiving and confess io n of sin 
also arc essential parts o f worship . 

Desc ri bing ~ three lndispcnsablc 
clements in worship ," he sa id worship 
involves "a vision of God w hich p roduces 

a confession of sins and a surrender of aU 
that we arc and all that we have to Him. If 
you miss o ne of the three clements, you 
don 't have true worship. M 

With most o f the seminary 's 60 to 70 
students being trained for pastoral ministry, 
Walker sa id there currently arc o nly four 
full ·time music students. 

Although the small number of students 
with few fuU-time ministry opportunit ies 
aw:~iting them upo n graduation means 
~ the significance cannot be seen here yet," 
the Walkers arc confident that God will 
usc their efforts to stre ngthen His ministry 
amon'g the people o f Chile. "The moti· 
vatio n," he emphasized , wis that 's what 
we' re ca lled to do .~ 

As the Walkers and their children, Chip 
and jennife r, serve in Chile , he voiced 
appre ciatio n fo r Arkansas Baptists' 
investment in his fam ily's ministry efforts. 
"Thanks fo r ma king Si loam Springs 
ava ilable to kids and adults. TI1anks for 
being a praying people. TI1anks fo r being 
a giving people as evidenced by increases 
in the Cooperat ive Program and the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offe ring. " He also added 
a word of thanks for w hat Arkansas Baptists 
Mwill continue to do in the future. M 

One word o f challenge he offe red to 
church members back in the States is to 
"ado pt a missionary. Write to t.hem. Build 
up a relatio nship ." He sa id such a project 
provides an exce llent opportunity "to 
make missionari es rca l·li fc people lO the 
church members. M 

Even as he emp hasized the importance 
of support ing missio naries on the field, 
Walker down played the "mystique" often 
assoc iated wi th fo re ign missions service. 

~we 've not special fo lks," he insisted. 
~ we' re the same as anybody else doing 
God 's will .~ 
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RISK MANAGEMENT 

'Do the right thing' when 
legal, moral crises arise 

to civil autho rities was a lack of reasonable 
cause to believe the abuse occurred." 

He said specific reasons w hy a church 
may decide no t to report known or 
suspected abuse include: 

The person or persons who know of 
the abuse arc not mandatory repon ers 
under state law; the abuse is reported to a 
pas to r in the c ourse o f priv;J~gcd 

communication and state Jaw exempts 
the pastor from repon ing; individuals 
w ithin the churc h w ho know or the 
allegation conclude that they lack a 
reasonable basis for believing the abuse 
occurred: o r the incident docs not meet 
the definition of "child abuse" under state 
law. 

By Russell N. DUday 
As.o.oclau:: Edllo r , Arkaruu Baplbl 

Allegations o f sexual misconduct arc 
among the most devastating legal scenarios 
a local congregation can face. In addition 
to seeking to reduce the risks o f such 
allegations, c hurch leade rs should be 
prepared to respond appropriately if such 
a crisis docs occur, according to church 
liability expcn Richard Hammar. 

Hammar, an attorney who specializes 
in legal issues affecting churches and 
ministers, outlined such a scenario during 
the Arkansas Baptist State Conventio n's 
recent Risk Management Seminar . 

"Church leaders learn of inc idents o f 
child abuse in various ways, M he po inted 
oul. "This can result in increased legal risk 
:md a greater likelihood of litigation." 

Offe ring guidelines on how to respond 
to ;11lcgatio ns of sex ual misconduc t , 
Hammar noted that in a few cases, the 
perpetrato r confesses to the incide nt . But 
· in most cases," he acknowledged, "the 
alleged perpetrator docs not confess. 

"In some cases, this is because the 
individual is innocent," he added. "But in 
many cases, the individual is guilty. It is 
impon ant for church leaders not to assume 
an alleged offender is innocent based solely 
on his denial of any wrongdoing. Many 
offenders deny any wrongdoing." 

To respond to such cases, he urged 
panicipants to "notify your church insur· 
ance company immediately" 
and "consult with a local 

civil authorities," he pointed out . He said 
specific considerations to explore include 
checking state Jaw, investigating if there is 
criminal or civil liability for not repon ing 
and discussing the case with the state 
agency that receives child abuse repon s. 

"By reponing the abuse. you are turning 
the case over to the civil autho rities for 

legal issues in the '90s 
Third in a series 

independent investigation," Hammar said . 
... l11c actions of the civil authorities can 
be helpful to the church in fommlating 
its own response in a case involving 
inconclusive evidence." 

Any c hurc h inves tigatio n should 
include serious treatment of the complaint , 
Hammar emphasized. He said investi· 
gat ions should begin within 24 hours of 
receiving the complaint , adding that the 
vic tim , the v ic tim's family and t he 
congregation should be kept info rmed. 

Step four should be conducted if the 
perpctr.Hor is an employee , Hammar said. 

"If the perpetrato r is a paid employee 
of the church, then the c hurch is faced 
with the question of whether or not to 
te rminate his o r her employment ," he 
explained. Facto rs to conside r if the 
perpetrator is an employee include: 

• "If the accused confesses to an 
incident of molestation, then termination 
of employment is in o rder." 

• "lf the accused docs not confess, 
then the church needs to proceed carefully, 
s inc e it ca n be sued fo r 'w rongful 
termination' if it dismisses the accused on 
the basis of insufficient evidence." 

• "If there is clear and convincing 
evidence of guilt , then the 
church is free to dismiss 

3ttomcy immediatcl)•." 
" It is impo rtant to 

immed iate ly apprise yo ur 
church insurance company 
of an allegation of molestation 
or abuse," he said. "Your 
insurance company can be of 
vital assistance to your church 
in the inves tigat ion and 
successful resolution of the 

"ltifluence public opinion positively by 
emphasizing your awareness of the 

problem of child abuse, your concern 
for victims and the exte11sive s teps your 

church has take11 to reduce the risk." 

the employee w ith little 
fear o f legal retaliation." 
Hammar explained. He 
cautioned , however, that 
"the problem is that in 
some cases the accused 
denies any w rongdoing 
a nd the evidence is 
inconclusive." 

case if they arc contacted 
soon enough. 

"Obviously," he contin· 
ucd, "it is essential to work w ith legal 
counsel in the investigation of an allegation 
of abuse or molestation." 

Hammar offered a six·step response fo r 
churches "as soon as a pastor o r other 
c hurc h leader receives info rmation 
indicating that an incidcnt ... hasoccurrcd." 

The first step, he said, is to conduct an 
immc:diate child abuse assessment. 

"A decision must be made immediately 
whether to repo rt the info rmation to the 
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-Richard Hammar 
Church legal expert 

Step five, he said, is to 
~do the right thing" in 
responding to the victim 

Second, he said, if the abuse is reponed 
to civil authorities, the church should 
remove the alleged offender rrom any 
posit ion involving contact with minors 
p e nding the o utcome of a fo rmal 
investigation. 

·n1e third step, 1-lammar said, if the 
abuse is not reported to civil authorities, is 
fort he church to ~conduce ilsown intemal 
investigation of the alleged abuse, unless 
the reason that il did not report the abuse 

and the victim 's family, 
such as taking allegations seriously, 
investigating charges, keeping the victim 
infom1cd, filing a charge if reasonable 
cause exisrs and removing the offender 
from any position of leadership. 

Step six , he concluded, is to ·Influence 
public opinion positively by emphasizing 
your awareness of the problem of child 
abuse, your concem for the victims and 
the exrensivc steps your church has taken 
to reduce the risk." 
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Annuity Board: IRS 
action penalizes 
retired ministers 
DALLAS (DP)-A r~cent decision 

by the lntcrnal Revenue Service to 
consider retired minJsters· housJng 
allowance as subject to self· 
employment ta.x (SECA) is drawing 
fire from leaders at the Southern Baptist 
Annulty Board. 

Paul Powell, Annuity Board 
president, said the IRS action is 
"contrary to" previous IRS poUcy, such 
as those in "private Jetter rulings and 
IRS Publlcarion 517." 

"It is the opinion of the Annuity 
Board ... that a housing allowance, as 
pan of one's retirement benefit , is not 
'net earnings' and is not subjec t to the 
burdensome SECA tax for Social 
Security that ordained min isterS pay 
whUc employed," Powell wrote ln a 
letter to the board's ministerial 
paniclpams. 

The recent IRS action came with 
the public release of a manual that 
instructs IRS examiners on how to 
audJt ministers. The audit manu:ll was 
released as part of the IRS's "Muket 
Segment Specialization Program• in 
which minister s a rc one o f 31 
"industries" targeted fo r special 
scrutiny. 

The IRS "position on this point is 
most unfortunate ," according to an 
article in the Church law & Tax 
Report, edited by Richard Hammar, 
author of the Annuity Board's annual 
tax guide. "Most retired ministers and 
re tirement plans do no t pr(senUy 
follow th.ls rule," the article no ted. 

ln his letter, Powell urged readers 
to express support fo r pending 
national legislation to address the 
concerns. Powell said the bllls arc 
Senate blll 881 and House resolution 
528, dtled the Church Retirement 
Bcndits SimpliJication Act (CRBSA) of 
1995. 

Thomas E. MUJer, senior vice 
president for public relations at t.he 
Annuity Board, said the impact of the 
new JRS policy would be widely fc:ll. 
"Vinually all retired ministers claim 
some housing allowance, regardless 
of whether thcir house is paid for," 
Miller sal d. 

Miller noted the Annuity Board's 
involvement ln the Church Alliance, a 
group of 29 denoruinarlonal bcndit 
programs seeking passage of the 
CRBSA. "The IRS Is ma king an 
interpn::talJon that the a Ulancc does 
not fee l is in keeping with (previous 
tax) leglslarlo n ," MUier said. 
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DISCIPLESHIP 
Four-day growth project targets 
church discipleship programs 

Twenty·four workers conducted 250 
consultations in four days during Arkansas 
Baptists' recent Discipleship Training 
Growth/Enrichment Project. 

The project, sponsored by the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention Discipleship and 
Family Ministry department, marked both 
the comple tio n of a state convention 
priority project and a first in the Southern 
Baptist Convention, sa id dep:artment 
director Bob Holley. 

He said the growth project was ~ the 

first such project to be conducted by a 
s ta te convent ion w here o nly those 
churches with Discipleship Training were 
targeted for personal visits ... He added that 
the project also 

is that they knew their needs, .. Blackmore 
noted. wwc tried to help them effectively 
meet that need through a resource and a 
method to meet that need ... 

Gene Stacks, pasto r of Dallas Avenue 
Church in Men a, said the project gave him 
"confi rmation"' of existing Discipleship 
Training p rograms a t the c hurc h. " It 
affirmed the things that we were doing. I 
appreciated what I heard . 

"We have a new director of religious 
education, Eddie Anderson, .. said Stacks. 
"He was already moving in the direct ion of 
the information that we received ... 

Stacks noted that during the cOnsul· 
tation, the "program that really stood out 

wi th me was .. . 
fulfi1led o ne of the 
ABSC priority pro­
jects for the 1995 
~ R c:ac h People '" 
emphasis. 

TeamKid. I was 
"There is a tre11d in ••cry impressed 

discipleship ... to a process- wit"h\~~~~~ going 

Centered approach." l O SC I lim up and 
The project _ Don Blackmore ge t that started, .. 

"has been two 
years in planning ," 
Holley explained. 

Minister of education, First Church, Gentry ~~:d~c:~:~~~~~~ 

"It was an attempt to personally visit pastors 
and staff members in churches that offe r 
Discipleship Training. 

"Our o bjective was to present 
approaches and resources that might 
strengthen their discipleship ministry, .. 
He added. MOur goal was to involve 250 
churches and we were right o n ta rget. .. 

Consu1t2tions were conducted with 3 77 
people from 250 churches in 35 of the 42 
associations in the state . 

He said the strategy winvolved personal 
consultat ions, by appointment , with 
pastors or staff members in churches that 
presently offe r a Disc ipleship Training 
ministry ... He said the consultants included 
department staff members as wel l as 
consuJtants from the Baptist Sunday School 
Board and other states and others trained 
specifically for this project. 

Don Blackmore , minister o r education 
for First Church , Gentry, served as a 
consultant. "It's an ingenious projec t in 
that it takes the expertise to the local 
church , .. Blackmore pointed out . "It takes 
people who have had personal experience 
in Discipleship Training and helps them 
assist a local pastor or minister of education 
to sec how they can practically implement 
new ideas and new methods of disci piing 
people." 

Blackmore sa id the consultations 
waffirn1ed a trend I have noticed. There is 
a trend in discipleship which is moving 
away from a program·ccnte red approach 
to a process·ccntered approach . 

"I thin k the benefits of the evaluations 

about m ate rial 
that would do for o ur kids w hat A W ANA is 
doing for other kids and he indicated that 
he felt this was the better p rogram ... 

Holley sa id other state conventions may 
utilize the projec t as we ll . "Discipleship 
Training directors from four other states 
participated as consult ants and arc 
considering such a project in their states, .. 
he said. 

Holley sa id "listening'" was the strength 
of the consu1tations ... In each consulta tion, 
the consultant began by listening carefully 
as the pasto r or staff members shared 
inform'ation about the ir Discip leship 
Training program, their concerns and the 
needs of the church . 

"Suggestions related to approaches, 
scheduJe and resources were offered in 
light of this informatio n, .. he added. wThe 
personal consulta tion approach proved to 
be t he best way to personalize the program 
to the specific needs and concerns of 
individual c hurches." 

The consult ;ull s' repons "indicated a 
very positive response by those who were 
visited, .. he sa id . "Many of the churches 
were en thusiasti c about their involvement 
in studies such as Experiencing God, The 
Mind of Christ and Tc:am.Kid. 

"Some were seeking new directions for 
their discipleship ministry afte r such 
studies were completed, " Holley noted. 
"Many were surprised and plc:ascd to 
discover such a wide va riety of materials 
and approaches available: fo r specific 
personal issues as well as ch urch 
concerns.'" 
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WORLD MISSIONS DIGEST 

Missionary to Lesotho dies in car wreck 
JOHANNESBURG, SOUlli AFRJCA (BP)-Gicnda Middleton, 

56, a Southern Baptist miss ionary to Lesotho, died in a Sept. 22 
accident w hile driving alone behind her husband to a prayer 
retreat in Midwoucrs, South Afri c:1 . 

Mrs. Middleton lost cont rol o f her four-wheel-drive vehicle 
just before going over a hill , said her husband, Charles, in a Sept. 
25 telepho ne inl c rvicw from j o hannesburg, South Africa. She 
died upo n impact when her vehicle turned over severa l times. 

Her husband had just passed over the hill when he looked in 
his rear-view mirro r and realized his wife had disappeared. He 
turned his truck around to investigate. 

When Middlcton got to her truck, his wife was st ilJ strapped 
in her scat. Using CPR, he tried to rev ive her. About 30 minutes 
later a physician pronounced her dead at the scene. 

The Middlctons arc assigned to Maseru , capital of the tiny 
count ry of Lesotho surrounded by South Africa. He is a church 
developer. Much of her work as a missionary has been in 
literature development. Appointed by the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board in 1968. the 1\·licldletons previously served in 
Malawi and Tr.tnske i. 

Besides her husband, Mrs. Middleton is survived by a daughter, 
Vicki Blad .. "Well o f Bossier City, La .; a son, Carl Middleton of 
l lawkins, Tex:t.s; four grandchildren; five sisters and four brothers. 

~our family appreciates all the prayers, R said Middleton. ~ My 

wife had an unusual praye r burden that (African Christian) 
leaders would be ca lled of God to work in the country oflcsorho. 
I think th:n would be the prayer request she would like to leave 
(with Southern Baptists). H 

FMB and WMU leaders agree to disagree 
BIRMINGHAM , AI. (ABP)- Leaders of the Southern Baptist 

Foreign Mission Board and Woman's Missionary Union have 
agreed to disagree in a priva te meeting aimed at resolving a public 
dispute. 

FMB preside nt jerry Rankin and WMU executive director 
Dcllanna O'Brien met Mseveral hoursH in a Sept. 16 meeting at the 
WMU headquarters building in Birmingham, Ala . 

At the meeting, set up at O'Brien's initiative , the leaders 
Mco nfimled our friendship and our mutual commitment to work 
together, R Rankin said, but "continue to disagree~ over a decision 
by WMU leaders to begin publishing missions education 
supplements fo r the Coopera tive Baptist Fellowship. 

Rankin s:1i<.l he is ystill concerned about the wisdom~ of the 
move , which he has said w ill fragment missions suppon by 
promoting effo rt s of the Fellowship, wh ich SBC !callers view as 
:1 ri val to the convention 's unified missions program. 

O'Brien said the recent dispute "is not the fi rst time in history 
there h:1s been dis:tgrcemcnt M between the two agencies. "For 
the sake of a grc:n cr cause - that is missions - there is the need 
to lind ways to work throughM the d isagreement , O'Brien said. 

She said WMU lc:tders "have not slackened" in thcir suppon of 
SBC missions ~and do not intend to. M 

European leaders affirm FMB cooperation 
SAO PEDRO DE MOEL, PORTUGAL(BI')-Uaptis tl eadcrs from 

40 European countries unanimously affim1cd their cooperative 
rela tionship wi th the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
during 1 he European lhptist Fedcra tion 's gencral council meeting 
Sept. 20·23. 

In an address to the body Sept. 21, FMB president j erry Rankin 
reasserted the boa rd 's commitment to ever·highcr levels of 
cooperat ion in evangelism :tnd church planting effon s as the 
numbers of career and volunteer missiona ries In Europe reach 
record levels. 
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Rankin and j ohn Floyd , di recto r ofFMB work in Europe, also 
spoke to the EDF executive committee Sept. 21 to review the 
Hamburg Agreement, a 1992 accord outlining principles of 
cooperation and consultation qctwcen the two groups. The 
committee voted to reaffinn the Hamburg Agreement , and EBF's 
general council delegates ratified the action unanimously. 

Floyd told the committee the board now has 459 career 
missionaries and representatives working in 30 countries of 
Europe , with ongoing relationships in 15 other counrnc~. 

At the same time, panncrship projects wil l involve a record 
number of volunteers from the United Sta tes for evangelism and 
church growth efforts in Europe this year, he said. Through 
August, 2,979 volunteers had assisted European Baptists in 384 
projec ts related to the FMD. That number is cxpCctcd to top 
4,000 by yea r's end. 

World Changers to expand opportunities 
MEMPHIS, TN (DP)-Youth can panicipatc in a new kind of 

missions experience in 1996 as World Changers introduces 
World Tour. Combining the best of" traditional" World Changers 
projects with inncr·city ministries in a hos t city, World Tour 
offers youth in grades seven through 12 a multiface ted approach 
to missions, exposing them to urban needs and ministries. 

~world Tour participants get the best of two worlds - a 
relationship ministry with an inner·city organization or church, 
and a paint project in an innc r·city neighborhood," sa id George 
Siler, associate di rector of World Changers . "We're excited 
:1bout partncring this project w ith Baptist associations and 
ongoing missions work in the inner c ity. M 

Pilo ted in 1995 , World Tour involved more than 275 
participants from 19 churches in 19 paint projects and 21 
ministries in the inner·ciry neighborhoods of Memphis. In 1996, 
four World Tour projects will be he ld - one in Savannah, Ga., 
one in New Orleans, and t\vo in Memphis. 

World Changers, a ministry of the Southern Baptist Brother·· 
hood Commission, has involved more than 20,000 youth and 
adults in renovating more than 2,000 homes since it began in 
1990. For more infom1ation about Wo rld Tour or other projects, 
ca ll the World Ch:lllgers o ffi ce :u 90 1·272-246 1. 

FMB promotion targets daily newspapers 
RICHMOND, VA (l\P)-'111e Southern Baptis t Foreign Mission 

Board distributed :1bout 1.9 million tab loid·size inserts through 
dai ly newspapers in four m:1 jor cities during September. 

In addition, the board placed a full ·page colo r ad- wi th a clip· 
out coupon to order the tablo id report - in three other daily 
newspapers of majo r cities w ith circulation to taling 625,000. 

'llle eight ·page, four·color insert , a special report titled 
"Changing Lives Overseas fo r I 50 Years," highlights the size and 
scope of the board 's work throughout the world , using stories. 
photos and infom1ational graphics. 

·n1e ad centers on the teamwork between volunteers and 
miss ionaries working in 130 nations. "We're S0t1thcrn Baptists 
coming together .... One Savior. One people. One purpose. No 
apologies, ~ it re:1ds. 

Cities targe ted for the ad campaign. w hich were chosen based 
on thei r Southern Bapt ist population, included At lanta; Houston; 
Dallas, Richmond , Va .; Di rn1 ingham. Ala .; Greenville, S.C.; and 
Nashville. Tenn . 

"Our traditional c hannels of communica tion about our work 
have served us we ll ," no ted David Dutton, the board's vice 
president for public relat ions and de\•clopment. He said the 
campaign "helps augment what those channels arc doing, and 
gives us the perfect media mix for ge tting our message out to 
miss ions suppon crs ." 
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SBC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

'Implementation task force' established 
NASHVJLLE, TN (BPi ADP)-111C Great 

Commission "will navigate o ur cvcrydcci­
sion ~ in imple menting the Southe rn Baptist 
Convention 's new struc ture for the 2 1st 
century, acco rding to SBC Executive 
Commitcc chaim1an Ronnie Floyd. 

Exe c utive Co mmittee membe rs 
unanimously approved the establishment 
of a tO-member "implementatio n task 
force recommended by Floyd to carry 
out the restructuring approved by SDC 
messengers in June. 

The restructuring faces a required 
second bylaw vote during the 1996 SDC 
annual meeting, then it .. will be carried 
out all the way ,~ said Floyd , pastp r o fFirst 
Church, Springdale. He said the "Covenant 
fora New Century," w ill be e nacted by the 
end of the 1997 SDC annual meeting "in 
fairness, but also in boldness. ~ 

please trustees. \Vhile the task force w ill 
be "fair, " he promised, "the role of the 
implementation task force is not to rethink 
the plan but to carry o ut the plan." 

In re lated action , the Exe cutive 
Committee e lected David Hankins, a 
Louisiana pastor and fa nner Executive 
Committee chairman, to "lhe new staff 
positio n of vice pres ident fo r convention 
policy. Hankins, a graduate of Dallas Baptist 
Univers ity and Southweste rn Baptist 
Theological Seminary, will carry the 
primary s taff respo ns ibility for 
implementing the restructuring. Although 
Hankins' salary was not announced , an 
SBC official said it is in a range between 
$56,000·$84,000. 

In other business the commiuec: 

~ It is the Great Commission that should 
steer, direct and guide this denomination 
m taking the gospel m the world ." Floyd 
noted . ~This is the only basis for existence 
that we have as a denomination ." 

E.:recutive Committee officers Ro1111ie 
Floyd atuiRexTeny, bothfromArka1Jsas, 
coufer about committee proceedings. 

• Amended a policy on granting exhibit 
space at annual co nvention meetings to 
exclude schools that condone the usc of 
alcohol on campus. Stetson University, a 
Baptist college in DeLand, Fla., recently 
dropped its ban o n drinking in student 
donns. 

The IO·member implementatio n task 
force will include four members of the 
Executive Committee and six at -large 
members. Executive Committee member 
Robert Reccord , pastor of First Baptist 
Churc h, No rfo lk, Va. , will serve as 
chairman of the task force which includes 
one woman and o ne Hispanic . 

assets; financial assets; personnel issues, 
including "career transition support fo r 
e mpl oyees w hose jo bs are being 
terminated;" and ministry assignments. 

• Heard a report by SDC Executive 
Committee president Morris Chapman 
projecting a second straight record year in 
giving to the Coope rative Program. 
Receipts fo r the fiscal year, w hich ends in 
September, arc projected at $1 45.6 million, 
Chapman said, more than $2.7 million 
over last year' s reco rd total. TI1e record 
years followed three straight years of 
financial decline. · 

The taSk fo rce will "analyze, study and 
take actio ns necessary ... to facilitate the 
orderly and timely transitions" related to 
restructuring, according to the actio n. 

Although trustee boards of the Home 
Mission Board, Brotherhood Commission 
and Radio and Television Commission have 
appo inted their own transition teams, 
Floyd 's proposal m:1kes no provision fo r 
any fo rmal input from these trustee 
commit tees. • Adopted resolutio ns of appreciation 

for Don Moore, retiring executive direcctor 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
and Presnall Wood, retiring edito r of the 
Texas Baptist Standard. 

The task force will be respo nsible for 
legal issues; financial issues, such as cost 
analysis for relocating functio ns; physica l 

But Floyd, in response to reporters' 
questio ns, said the task force will interact 
with agency trustees ~ to some degree" but 
won't adjust the new SBC structure to 

Henry challenges Baptist leaders to 'look in the mirror, 
NASI-M-LLE, TN (DP)- Southern Baptists need to take a look in 

the mirro r to see "how we look- and how we can look," urged 
Southern Baptist Conventio n president Jim Henry. 

Racial reconciliatio n, wo men's involvement in the snc and 
relations between the SBC and state Baptist conventions were 
key issues in Henry's look in the mirror as he addressed the SBC 
Executive Committee Sept. 18. 

"TI1e respo nse to the Program and Structure Study Committee 
has been basically positive," Henry noted. ~once we decisively 
voted , it seemed to have a settling effect upo n our people. 

"Granted , there is tmcertainry about how it will play out , but 
the people arc trusting o ur leadership w do the best thing for the 
kingdom of God and be fair w ith those who w ill be most 
p rofoundly affected ," Henry said. 

"'n1e transition committee has an awesome t ask ,~ he added. 
"It is one thing to draw a diagram o n the chalkboard ; it is another 
to run the play o n the field . I believe the 'fans' arc with us to this 
point, and we must do all that we can to not disappoint them.~ 

Turning to the SDC's rac ial reco nciliatio n resolut ion adopted 
last)une, Henry said "the way in which our people dealt with this 
spoke volumes to a skeptical world .... To be sure, there arc 
detractors ... but we, as a body, rose to a highcrstand:&rd - and that 
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has not been lost on anyone who is objective in their observations ... 
Noting that the resolution "must take on fl esh ," Henry pledged 

to work with SDC second vice pres ident Gary Frost, an Mrican 
American, to pursue dialogue with black Baptists and with SBC 
leaders to commit reso urces to programs that "work o n behalf of 
minorities." He cited possibilities such as seminary scholarships, 
church planting and salary support for black pastors. 

Concerning women 's involve ment in the SBC, He nry 
announced he will name at least o ne woman to chair one of the 
fourSBC committees he names in his role as convention president 
and add other women as participants in the 1996 SBC meeting. 

Such steps, Henry sa id, "can embrace the kingdom of God 
without violating Scripture and recognize mo re decisively the 
'Proverbs 3 1 women' the tord is raising up in o ur denomination .~ 

Voicing "growing concern ~ over tension between the SBC 
and some state Baptist conventions, Henry said , "The truth o fthc 
matter is we need each other. We must avo id this independent 
spirit . We must appreciate each o the r at all levels. 

"We arc family, ~ he emphasized. •tt is not an ' I win, you lose ' 
p roposition. It is a 'win·win ' o r ' lose·lose' fo r all o f us . We've got 
to talk toge ther. We 've got to build trust in o ur mutual 
commitme nt . ~ 
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Churc h news 

Clarendon First Church w ill celebrate 
100 years o f ministry b y observing 
homecoming Oct . 8. A special worship 
service p lanned fo r 10 a.m . until noon w ill 
feature testimonies from fo rmer p:tstors 
and a message by p:tsto r Fulton Amoncttc. 
A potluck lunc heon and fellowship will 
conclude activHics. 

Brinkley Chape l nc:tr Osceo la will 
observe homecoming Nov. 5 with activities 
that include Sunday School :n 10 :1.m .. 
morning w orship :11 I I , a noon luncheon 
and a I :30p.m. music:tl progr.tm, featuring 
the Songsmcn Q uartet o f Paragould. 
Former p:tstor Oill Volner will he the guest 
speaker. Dale Shcmpcrt is pasto r. 

jacksonville First Church has named 
fom1cr pastor Mason Bondurant, who 
served the congrcg:uio n form 1970 to 
1981 , as p:tslOrcmcritus. Bondurant. who 
has served :-.s :1 Southern Baptist fo reign 
missionary since leaving the J:-.cksonvillc 
church , continues to serve as interim 
pasto r of Arkansas churches. 

Baring Cross Church of Nonh Little 
Rock observed B:-.rbar.t Hollow :1y Day Sept. 
17 in recognition o f her service as church 
pianist . llolloway, who resigned follow ing 
28 years o f service. W:lS presented with a 
love o ffering. 

Batesville First Church rcccntl)1 honored 
Elma Rayc Hunterwho cclehr.ucd 25 ycars 
of servicc as pastor 's secretary . In addition. 
sh e has respo n sibilities as fin:nH:ial 
secretary and receptionist . 

Uttle Rock Second Church lms l:lunchcd 
a new Care Ministry to provide an 
o rganized netwo rk ofclmrc:h members to 
help fellow members in times o f crisis, 
illness. bereavement. loss o f job , f:-.mil}' 
and marit:-.1 stress, loneliness and o ther 
concerns. 'I11c ministry's core le:tdcrs :lrc 
Vicki lla)•don , Christy Bain :11ul Jc:1n 
Goodwin. 

Obituaries 

Don 0. Gobert o f J lo t Springs died Aug. 
27 :tt :1gc 64. If is funeral serv ice w:1s held 
Aug. 29 :H First Church o f I lot Springs 
\vhcre he served as a dt:::lcon :1nd Sunday 
Schoolteacher. l-Ie and his w ife. Margaret , 
had served as missions volunteers in 
Arkansas, the nation and around the world 
since his retirement in 1986asan acrospace 
engineer fo r the U.S. Dcp:1 r1ment o f 
Defense, following .~0 years of service In 
addition to his wife, other survivors :1re :1 
son . Ch arles Goben of Belm:1r, N .j .: 
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a stepson, David C1pshaw of Hm Springs: 
a stepdaughter , Carol Drown of Wynne; 
a brother and a sister. 

I.arry P. Fears, age 46, of Van Buren died 
Sept. 2 1 as the result of a heart attack. His 
funeral services were held Sept. 23 at Lee 
Creek Church where he was pastor. He 
previous!}' had been pasto r of Cedarville 
Church and McKey Church ofVian, Okla. 
In addition , he had been interim p:-.sto r of 
Lee Creek Church and assistant pastor of 
Shad}' Grove Church of Van Duren. Fears 
w:-.s licensed to the ministry by Liberty 
Church of Dutch .Mills and ordained by 
Ced:-.rville Church. Survivors include his 
w ife, Frances Cluck Fe:-.rs; three children. 
Tracer Diana E:1mh:1rt of Rogers; L1IT)' 
Phillip Fears o f V:m Buren and Samuel 
j:1son Fears of Conw:1y: and one gr.~nd· 
d:tughtcr, N icole Eamh:ut of Rogers. 

Staff changes 

Woodie Sanders is serving as pastor of 
Ridge\'iew f!.·lission. ·nle congregation is 
sponsored by Union Avenue Church in 
Wynne where Sanders was serving as 
associate p:tstor :mtl also has been interim 
pastor. lie :-.nd his wife. Ruth, have two 
adult children. 

Jimmy Dale Huskey is pasto r o f 
Whit eville Church in White River 
Association. lie and his wife, Mish:-., have 
three children. 

Mike Fowler is pastor ofDcm1ott Church , 
moving there from Russellville where he 
was serving as a church planter strategist 
fo r the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board and Arkansas Bapt ist missions 
department. Fowler and his w ife, Kath)' . 
have two adult children , David and 
j ennifer. 

Terry Fortner is paswrof Antioch Church 
ne:1r Hot Springs, coming there from 
Barling Church. He previously has served 
as a house p:1ren1 fora residential children's 
home in Gr.mbury, Texas, a US·2 mi"..;sion· 
:11')' in New York state. as pastor of Chidester 
Church and as;~ pan ·timc ministcr o fyouth 
fo r Sylvan Hills First Church in North Little 
Rock. Fortner is a gr.~duate of Ou:-.chit;l 
Baptist Universit y and Southwestern 
Baptist TI1eologic;~l Seminary. He and his 
w ife, Usa, h:l\'e three children, j essica 
Ann, Rachcl l.}·nn and j oshua. 

Jack Ruble is serving as pas1or of Oak 
Bowery Church in Conway. He and his· 
wife, Debra, moved there from Fort Kent, 
Maine, where he w :1s invol\•ed in missions 
work fo r the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Do:-. rd . l-Ie previously w as pastor 
of Dlack Oak Church in Marked Tree as 
well as churc hes in Missouri and Illinois. 
Ruble :lllcnded Uaptisl Uiblc College in 
Springfield, Mo. 

john L. Po,velljr. began serving Sept. I 0 
as p:~stor o f Oak Ridge Church of Austin , 
com ing there from Rupert Church :u 
Clinton. He attended the University of 
Arl.:ans:ts at Little Rock , Arkansas State 
Univcrsiry and Boyce Bible School. Powell 
and hi~ wife. Debbie, have a son ,j ohn Ill. 

Dennis C. Corder began serving Aug. 1 
:lS d irector of missions for Conway·Perry 
Associatio n . H e previo usl y was b i · 
voc:uio nal p asto r of \Vye M ountain 
Church . In addition. Corder has been 
p:1stor ofProvidcnce Church of Fayetteville 
as w ell as churc hes in Louisiana and 
Missouri. He is :1 gr.~du:-.te of Southern 
Bap tist College (now Williams Baptisl 
College), Louisi:ma College in PineviiJe 
and Midwcsrc rn Baptist T heo logical 
Scmin:1ry . Corder and his w ife, Tracy, have 
an adult son . DannrCorder ofFayetteville. 

Steve A. Stephen s began serving Oct. I 
as pastor o f Zion Church of Conw ay. He 
previously w :1s :1 }'OUth pasto r and p:-.stor 
of Naylo r Church . Stephens, who atrended 
Central Daprist College in Conway, is 
continuing his educ:1tion through seminary 
extension. He and his wife, Connie, have 
three child ren . Amanda, j ace and Ashlc)'. 

Fred Holst is serving as pastOr of Pleasant 
Valley Church ofShirlcy, going there from 
First Church of Clarendon w here he was 
ministcr o frouth and music. He previously 
was pasto r o f Firs I Church of PlumerviUe 
and S:-.ge Church. I fo ist is a graduate of 
W illi:-.ms Bapt ist College. I le and his w ife, 
Sheila, have three sons, Paul, Kyle and 
Br.ldiC)'. 

David Watkins jo ined the staff of First 
Church of Mulberry Sept. 3 :1s m inister of 
r outh, coming there from Beth·EI Bap1is1 
Church of Red Oak, Okla. He :tttended 
E:~st c rn Oklaho ma Stale College in 
Wclburton . W:1tkinsand his wife. Kristen, 
have a daughter, j:-. lyn . 

Eddie Hardister h:.s jo ined the staff of 
First Churc h o f Gravel Ridge as minister of 
music and education, coming there from 
Park Pl:lcc Church o f Ho t Springs. 
llardistc r. :1rncmber o fthc Masrer 'Singers 
o r Arkansas, is a graduateofthc Universit)' 
o f Arkansas and Southwesrern Bapt ist 
Theologic:ll Semin:-.ry. lie previous!)' has 
served Windsor Park Church In Fo rt Smith 
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and Eagle Heights Church in Harrison . He 
and his w ife, Debbie, have two children . 
Amy and Aaron. 

Oliver layne Shipman has jo ined the 
staff of Lakeshore Heights Church in Hot 
Springs as youth ministe r. A native of North 
Uttlc Rock, he is a student at Ouachita 
Baptist University. He previously has se rved 
as directo r of junio r high activities fo r .... 
Geyer Springs Fi rst Church of little Rock 
and as a youth leader fo r Baring Cross 
Church and Park Hill Church, both of 
North Little Rock . 

Gregory Scott Ringle has joined the staff 
of First Church of Forrest Ciry as ministe r 
of recreation and youth. He and his w ife , 
Dena Renee , moved the re from \Vatauga, 
Texas, w here he w as o n the staffofHatvcst 
Baptist Church . He previous has served 
other Texas congregations. Ringle is a 
graduate of Baylor Unive rsity and South· 
weste rn Baptist 111eological Semina ry. 

Don Carter has resigned as pasto r o f First 
Church of Eureka Springs. He p reviously 
was a staff member o f two churches in 
Missouri . Caner is a graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist Unive rsity and Southwes te rn 
Baptist Theologica l Seminary. He and his 
w ife, Bethany, and the ir children , Bethany 
and Meredith , w ill co ntinue to reside in 
Eureka Springs. Cart e r , w h o w ill be 
involved in Visions Communica tion , may 
be contac ted at P.O . Box 307, Eureka 
Springs, AR 72632; phone 50 1-253-7480. 

Ron Taylor has resigned J S assoc iate 
pastor of music and youth at Calvary 
Church in Datesvill c , fo llowing more than 
II years o f service. Taylor and his wife, 
Glenda, and the ir children , Kristic and 
Greg, arc moving to Unio n, Miss., w he re 
he w ill serve as ministe r o f music and 
activitiCs fo r First Church . 

Ken Dalton has res igned as pastor o f 
Pulaski Heights Church in Little Rock. 
Dalton 's wife , Vanessa , has resigned as 
direc tor o f presc ho o l and c hildre n 's 
ministry. The Daltons w ill continue lO 
reside at 7 Hunting Hill La ne , Li ttl e Rock, 
AR 72207; phone 50 1-223-5355. 

Ken Jerome has resigned as associate 
pastor of Pulaski He ights Church in Litt le 
Rock. He and his w ife , Debbie, arc residing 
at 1708 N. Univers ity, Little Rock, AR 
72207; phone 501 -666-37 55. 

Charles Locke has resigned as pasto r of 
Wheatley Church . He m:1y be contacted at 
50 1-457-284 1. 

Don Mulkey of Arkadel ph ia is serving as 
interim p astor o f Whelen Springs Chu rch . 
He and hi s w ife , Anne, arc re tired Southem 
Baptist ho me miss io naries, hav ing se rved 
in Hawa ii and Nevada . 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE 

Emil Williams is se rving as interim pastor 
of Magnoli a Road Church in Jo nesboro . 
He recently retired as pastor of First Church 
in j o nesbo ro , fo llowing 30 yea rs o f 
ministry. 

People 

Rev. and Mrs. jack Po rter of Charleston 
celebrated the ir 50th wedding annive rsary 
Sept. 28. Pon e r has been pastor of seve ral 
Arkansas churches in his 45 years of 
ministry. l11e Pon ers arc parents of three 
children , Danny Porter o f Paris, Dcbi 
Datchclor ofSiloam Springs and Tim Porter 
ofMelboume. They have IOgrandchildren 
and one grea t·grandchild . 

Volrmteers from the Arkmrsas 
Baptist disaster relief mass 

f eeding writ based irz 
Batesville participated br a 

recent disaster relief trainirJg 
exercise. Edward Ellis ( rfgllt), 
m inister ofeducaliotl at First 

Church, Batesville, was 
a mong work ers who served 

meals to 33 "'victims " and 
Amen'cmr Red Cross 

Ordinations 

Ward First Church recently licensed 
Timothy R. Walke r to the gospel ministry. 
He is a student at Williams Baptist College. 

Shiloh Church of Arkadelphia ordained 
Fred Arnold andjack McCallum as deacons 
Sept. 10. 

Bella Vista Church o rdained Kenny 
Sifford as a deacon Sept. 17 . 

Piggott First Church ordained Darry 
Johnson as a deacon Sept. 24 . 

Union Avenue Church o f Wynne 
recently li censed Danny Brawne r, a 
member of Ridgeview Miss ion , to the 
ministry. 
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NATION 
Baptist and Catholic 
representatives engage 
in new 'conversation' 

NASHVILLE, T N 011')-Tcams of thco· 
logians fro m the So uthe rn Baptis t 
Conve nt ion and the Roman Cat holic 
Cl1urc h met Sept . 1 tf. J S to discuss issues 
o f mutual concern . 

Messengers to the 1994 Southern 
Baptist Conventio n ~ encouraged · the 
!lome Mission Board 's inl crfaith witness 
depart ment to cntc r "convcrsations· w ith 
the C:uholic Church "lO foster bcncr 
understanding" between the two faiths. 

Altho ugh similar dialogues had been 
held periodica lly fo r many years, the l-IMB's 
Phil Robert s sa id thi s is a new approach . 

"We arc no t using the word dialogue 
because it is o ft en perceived to signal :1 
wi llingncsstoncgotiatcdoctrincs. Nei ther 
Catholics nor Baptists have that intention." 
Robert s s:-~id . 

Southe rn Bapti sts "were there to 
represent the denomination and to fa ith· 
full y witness for jesus Christ.- he noted. 
~our concerns were to explain the basis 
of our hope fo r salvation as one Daptist 
neighbor would share it with a C:uholic 
fri end. We were able to do th:n ." 

Don Kammcrdie ner, Foreign Mission 
lloard execulive vice president , sa id the 
d iscussio n was p ositive . "Eac h s ide 
understands the other better, and we took 
several opportunities to bear w itness to 
ourfaith.- sa id Kammerdiener. who served 
on previous teams. 'J11 c Southern B~1 pt is t 

representatives arc ~ determined to clarify 
the D:1ptist evangelic:1l stance and be 
persuasive about that stance," he said. 

Fr:mk Ruff. a member of the Catholic 
team who part ic ipa ted in past meetings, 
sa id the most recent conversa tion was 
much more subs tantive. 

"'l11is time we talked about the core 
beliefs of our faith rJ thcr than peripheral 
ma tters.- Ruff said. "We were talking 
di rec tly about issues, not around them." 

SOC team member Paige PaHerson, 
president of Southeastern Baptist ·n1e0· 
logical Seminary, said the conversa tion 
was "tremendously educational. " 

"While it became increasingl)•apparent 
that any ecumen ical goal was c lear ly 
unaltainablc, it was of grea t value in 
clarifying w hat both groups believe." 

Topics inc luded the defin itio n of 
dogma, the st:uus o f ecumcnism and 
d ifferences in church polity ~nd biblical 
authori ty. 

Prio rtot hei r Seprc mbcr 1996 mect ing. 
C<~ch team will srudy the other group 's 
\'iews on biblical aurhoriry. Catholics will 
study the Chicago Sta tement on Biblica l 
Inerrancy, while Southern Baptists will 
review the 1965documcnt ~ Dei Verbum. " 
issued by rhc Second Vat ican Council. 
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Thursday· November 16, 1995 
8:00P.M. 

PARK HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
JFK at "C" · North Little Rock 

(501) 753-3413 
Tickets: $15.00 In Advance, $18.00 a t The Door 

Church Buses • Rental Buses 
(New and Used) 

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc. • Brentwood, TN 

~·WiJIIIilill Call Henry Headden 
Available in 20' lo 33' Models 

{12 to 38 passengers) 1 {800) 370·6180 •1 (615) 371·6180 

TGe Hol~ LanO 
Escorted by Lt. Governor Milw Huckabee 

November 12 • 21) 1995 
Join M ike Huckabee for his 8th visit to The H o ly Land-5 nig hts 

in Jerus rt lem, 2 nights T iberias, and I night Tel Aviv. Your trip in­
clude.'\ all ai rfare, t ransfers and baggage hand ling, 8 nights deluxe 

hotels, all sightseeing, professio nal drivers & guides, all admiss ions, 
grrtruities & 3 meals :1 day. Except for purchases of a personal nature, 
you will not have any additional cos ts! join ~1ike Huck;lbee for this 

trip o f a lifet ime. $2,499 per person, double occupancy. 
Call lowes F Goodwin D·BJ# luc -Little Rock 375-6427 or 800-3654 111 

for a complimen tary b rochure and to reserve your sprtce. 
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1995 

ARKANSAS 

CONFERENCE 
FEATURING 

DR. HENRY BLACKABY 
First Baptist Church, Little Rock 

62 Pleasant Valley Drive 
November 3 • 7 :00 p .m . - 9 :00 p.m. 

November 4 · 9:00 a .m . - 12:00 noon 
No R!OGISTRATION REQUIRED 

For more Information, contact the ABSC Brotherhood Department, P.O. Box 552, LiHie Rock, 
AR 72203; phone 501·376-4791, ext. 5158, or your assoclatlonal Brolherhood dlreclor. 

SPO N SORED B Y THE BROTHERHOOD DEPARTMENT, ABSC 

ur 1-(>Hl· I.H.l. 
Because l'\Cryhod~· ht111s. 

nobody should hun !'IO much 
il kills them. 
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WORLD 
Bap tists aid hurrica11e 
victims, seek additio11al 
relief fu1lds, volu11teers 

ST. JOHN 'S. AN'IlGUA (DP)-Somhcm 
Daptists arc aiding survivors or o ne of the 
worst series of hurricanes to lash the 
Caribbean this century. 

People on St. Maartc n and Antigua, 
islands hit hardest by Hurricane Luis in 
early September , arc receiving food , 
supplies, shchcrand spiritual help through 
relief efforts sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Uoardand Brother· 
hood Commission. 

Southern Baptist volunteers from Texas 
and Alabama prepared close to I 00,000 
meals in their fi rst week of disaster relief 
o n the Caribbean islandsofSt. Thomas, St. 
j o hn and St. CroLx following Hurricane 
Marilyn. 

Hurricane Marilyn - the fourth such 
stonn to hit the Caribbean in as many 
weeks-claimed at least 17 1ives in Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, destroyed 
about o ne fourth o f the ho mes o n St. 
Tho mas and damaged virtually every other 
building on that island. President Clinton 
declared the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto 
Rico d isaster areas. 

At least 240Southern Baptist volunteers 
arc needed to rebuild ho mes and churches 
damaged b)' the hurricanes. But as the 
project gets under way, available Southern 
Baptist disaster funds arc dangero usly low 
:md hunger relief funds arc depleted, 
according to FMB officials. 

"We' re moving fo rward o n fai th , 
knowing that this is \vhat God wants us to 
do - minister to these people w ho ar~ 
hurting and need help, .. sa id Ronald 
Wilson , who directs the FMB's wo rk in 
the Caribbean. "We're asking Southern 
Baptists to respond in a tremendous way ... 

Two Texas Baptists have traveled to 
St. Ma:Hten and Antigua to teach local 
personnel how to operate water purifi~rs 
pro\•ided by the FMD. Two water purifiers, 
each capable of purifying 25,000 gallons 
of water daily, were sent to the islands 
fo llowing Hurricane Luis. 

On Antigua, volunteer Gary Smith of 
Dallas and a Southern Baptist missio nary 
have been taking the purification unit from 
village to village, distributing tracts and 
delivering water in plastic bladders. 

The need for volunteer builders is 
"desperate,~ acco rding to Mickey Caison, 
p ro ject manager for the Brotherhood 
Commission 's Caribbean relief effort. He 
said primary p rojects fo r construction 
volunteers will include repairing churches 
as well as the houses of missionaries and 
islanders. 

Prospective volunteers can call lkth 
UunC)•cuu at 1·800·260·1891. 

October 5. 1995 / Page 15 



NATION 
BSSB income exceeds 
expectations, reverses 
past year's decline 

RJDGECREST, NC (111')-A projected 
record tum :lround in finances and a range 
of ministry successes highliglu the Baptist 
Sunday School Bo:trd 's 1994·95 year, 
according to a rcpon from p rcsidcnt)ames 
T. Draper Jr. to the agency's trustees. 

WT hc new s is good ," Draper to ld 
tnastccs. " In fact , in some areas, the new s 
is spectacular!" 

Projections fo r year-em! :trc fo r $241.5 
million in income, more than S I million 
over budget and almost $20 million ahead 
of last year. Funds provided from opera­
tions, revenue above operat ing costs used 
for expanded min istril:s, arc projected :u 
55.6 million , compared to a budgeted 
S I OO,OOOand last yc:tr's lossofS8 .2 million. 

Draper said the loss o f a year ago ~was 
a low poin t fo r me. fo r the (BSSB's) 
execut ive man:1gcment gro up and fo r all 
employees."' 

T m stees l:u c r approved a 1995·96 
budget o f $266.7 millio n, a 9. 1 percent 
increase overt he current yc:u·s projection. 

Due to rising p;aper costs th;u have 
outpaced inn:~tion, t n1stees also :~pproved 
:t 7 percent :JVcrage inc rease in the prices 
of dated church lite rature beginning w ith 
the Aprii·M:ty·Junc 1996 issues. Paper pulp 
prices increased 66.9 percent fro m June 
1994 10 June 1995. reaching an :tll·timc 
high in September. 

In reponing on the current budget, 
Draper said revenue was $227.3 million 
thro ugh Aug. 31. compared to a budget of 
$2 17.9 million. or ·1.3 percent :thead of 
budger. 

"As o f Scpr. 30,"' he :mnounced, "o ur 
cap ital debt will be down to $8.4 millio n. 
We arc ahead of our thrcc·ycar payback 
schedule."' l' inal ycar·end totals \Viii be 
:tvailablc in early November. 

Ted Warren, execut i\'e vice p resident 
and c hief o per:uing o fficer, said funds 
above oper:tt in~ expense will be used to 
pay o ff deht, fund new assignments fro m 
the rcstmcturing o f the Southern Baptist 
Convent ion, continue to Mnx"' the board 's 
business, purc hase: and repair assets. 
provide fo r working cap it:tl as business 
and ministry grow :md hring contingency 
reSCf\'eS up 10 SBC·required levels, among 
other items. 

With implcme nt:1tio n of the SBC 
Program and Stmcturc Study Committee 
recommendations, if bylaw changes arc 
approved In 1996, the BSSB will take on 
additional ministries that have been funded 
by 1hc Coopcr:uivc Program. lllc DSSB 
receives no CP funds but is sclf·suppon _ing 
and contributes funds annually to SDC 
agencies and state Baptist conventions. 
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First Baptist Church ~ Norphlet, Arkansas 

Jlomecoming 
Centennia[ Ce£e6ration 

Sunday, October 22, 1995 
9,00. 10,00 a.m. >&. Registration & Hospitality>&. Coffee & Doughnuts 

10,00 a.m. · 12 noon >&. Program in Sancntary 
12 noon · 1,30 p.m. >&. Lunch (furnishied by Church) 
1,30 · 3,00 p. m. >&. Singing & Sharing in Sanctuary 

If you arc planning to an end our celebratio n, please let us know how many ad ults 

and the ages of the ch ild ren, so we can make ample provisions. \Ve can be con· 

tacted by mail or by phone by Oct. 6. However, reservations arc not required. 

P.O. Box 10 ~-.Norphlet, AR 71759 Ia. 501-546-2573 

L L Ottr (OIIIjlllti!J r•rmully 
rr t.titiJ tllr rumtrftfoi.r 

~ 
fumulr r, I..I.. SitlltJ, u 

~uurlu·miJIIJIIi$lf11151oJr. 

It h.asbeen our 
prh•ilege losrrw 
Southern lhptis ts I N C . 

since 1898 

• prws • pulpit (urniturl.' • :.tJ inr tl gl ~:.s 

• l.'ducJtion.ll furniture • CJrpl.'t · pJinting 
more tlun 290 con1plde CI IUttCt i i{ENOVATIONS 

FREE BROCHURES CALL 
1-800-537-4723 

1'0 . llo\ 1430, W.l cv, TX i b70J 

4105 Hwy. 65 South I Pine Bluff, AR 71601 

501-534-1234 • Fax 501-535·9780 
1-800-822-5307 

JERRY NEWTON 
PRESIDENT 

LOOKING FOR A GOOD USED BUS? 
CALL US TODAY 

South's Largest Inventory 
Used Mini-Buses 

With Over 20 Years Experience 
Lei Us Help You With Your Transportalion Needs 

Steel?les.& Q 
Baptistnes ~ 
From tht world's 
largestmanufiCturerof t.\IIOf write fOf 
fiberglass church products our free cnal09 

GC-11 21 - 29 Passenger 

Sentry ML 31 Passenger 

CHURCH BUSES 
(NEW and USED) 

12 to 38 adult capacity 
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MISSION VOLUNTEERS 
Baptists celebrate vital ministry of mission volunteers 

ARliNGTON, TX (DP)- Voluntccrs arc 
an indispensable ingredient of Southern 
Baptists' missions work, said missionaries 
and other Daptist leaders during the 
denomination's first volunteer celebration. 
More than 500peoplc attended the ~ Love .. 
More than \Vords~ celebration Sept. 15·19 
at the Arlington Convention Center. 

Eac h year, tho usands of Southe rn 
Baptists donate time and resources fo r 

home and foreign missions work in 
evangelism, ministry and church staning. 

~votumccrism changes your life. It 
gets in your blood and you 're never the 
same," Glenn Prescott, associate director 
of the Foreign Mission Board's International 
Service Corps volunteer program, told one 
of the cclcbr:uion's workshops. "Once 
you sec the needs firsthand, it w ill change 
your prayer life. ~ 

Literacy 
Missions 
Workshops 

Conuersational English (ESL) • 16 hours, cost I $28 
~ First Baptist Church, Little Rock • Oct . 9, 11 & 18 

Contact person : Betty Perkins I 501-847-0426 
~ Calvary Baptist Church, Dardanelle • Oct . 26, 27 & 28 

Contact person: Mark Lashley, pastor I 501-229-2814 

Tutoring Children &- Youth • 14 hours, cost I $25 
~ First Baptist Church, Marvell • Oct . 26, 27 & 28 

Contact person: Sandra Kerner I 501-734-2481 
~ First Baptist Church, West Memphis • Oct. 26, 27 & 28 

Contact person: Steve Smith I 501-735-5241 
To schedule other workshops or for more information, call or write to Gail Williams, 
Literacy Missions Coordinator, 7 Albala Lane, Hot Springs Village I 501·9224236. 

Criswell College Banquet 
October 31, 1995 
4:30-5:15 p.m. 

Reception Room 
Little Rock's 

First Uaptist Church 

W.A. Criswell 
Chancellor of The CriSwell College 

Pastor Emeritus of 
First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas · 

Send $8 per ticket 
before October 23 to: 

Limited Seating 
Respond immediately 

Criswell College Banquet • c/o Lakeside Baptist Church 
3601 Malvern Road • Hot Springs, AR 71901 
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Home Mission Board president L1rry 
Lewis called volunteers Southern Baptists' 
answer to the challenge of reaching an 
ever-growing nat ion with ever-decreasing 
resources. ~1l1e feet and legs of much of 
what we arc doing through the Home 
Mission Board arc provided through 
volunteers.~ 

Missionaries affirmed tiW volunteers 
both advance the missionary's work and 
return to their home churches as more 
missions-minded members. 

Bob Calven , a fo reign missionary to 
Kenya, said his volunteers return and 
promme missions in their congregations. 
'"You begin to light a fire and establish a 
world vision in your church." Volunteers 
also can pray more specifically for missions 
work, he added. 

More than 95,000 volunteers served 
through the Home and Foreign mission 
boards in 1994, according to figures from 
volunteer coordinators. ·n1e Brotherhood 
Commission also recruited more than 
100,000 volumecrs to serve in AmeriCa 
and abroad. Some of those served through 
the mission boards. Others were involved 
in disaster relief work and World Changers, 
a Brotherhood program fo r volumeer 
ministry. 

Despit e t he g rowing numbe r of 
volunteers, foreign and home missionaries 
still have needs that go unmet. Each year, 
the Home Mission Board fills about three· 
founhs of the requests fo r volunteer 
workers, said HMB volunteer coordinators. 

jack Linle, a home missionary serving 
in Charleston, S.C., said his greatest 
frustration is getting local workers to catch 
the vision to volunteer in the ir own 
community. He said he encourages visiting 
mission reams to return home with the 
same passion to work in their town. "The 
mission trip is successful ,Vhcn they return 
home and do it there." 

•

UPDATE 
Arkansas/European 
Baptist Partnership 

Current Needs: 
* Pastor to selVa 2·3 years in Schweinlurt, 
Germany, English-speaking congregation. 
Apartment, car and $900 stipend furnished. 
* Arkansas partner churches for English· 
speaking churches in Athens, Greece: Prague, 
Czech Republic: Naples, Italy; Stukeley, 
England; and in Germany - Bremen, 
Augsburg. 
Please contact the ABSC Brotherhood 
Dept., Doyne Plummer or Harry Black, 
501-37&4791, ext. 5190, for morv Info. 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
Church/denominational secretary workshop to focus on ministry 

"Partners in Ministry" will be the 
theme o f Arkansas Baptists' 1995 
Ch urch/ Denominational Secretary 
Workshop Oct. 23-24 at Park Hill Church 
in North Little Rock. The worl<shop 
sessions arc scheduled for 1 to 4:30p.m. 
on Monday and 9 a.m. until noon on 
Tuesday. 

The workshop leader will be Sarah 
Farmer, Baptist Student Union secretary 
at East Tennessee State University and a 
certified secretary trainer for the Baptist 
Sunday School Board. 

According to Bob Holley, director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention's 
discipleship and family ministry depart· 
mcnt , "The workshop will focus on 
developing communjcation and manage· 
mCnt skills that enable secretaries to 
function effectively on an office ministry 
team ." 

He added that the workshop " is 

Classifieds 

Accepting resumes- for fuiHime pastor. 
Send to: East Side Baptist Church, 1605 
Wisconsin St., Pine Bluff, AA 71601 . 

Youth/education - Wanted: full-time 
youth/education minister. Send resume and 
salary requirements to Oak Avenue Baptist 
Church, 523 North Oak, Ada, OK 74820: 
phone 405·332-1325. 

Accepting resumes- for full-tim minister 
of music and youth. First Baptist Church. 
P.O. Box 10, Norphlet, AR 71759. 

Needed- Part-time hostess. Send resume 
to Baring Cross Baptist Church, 13th and 
Franklin, NLR, AR 72114 or contact church 
office 501-375-2347. 

Accepting resumes- for full-time pastor. 
First Baptist Church. P.O. Box 117, Gilletl, 
AR 72055. 
Classified ads must be submined in writing to the ABN oHice 
no less than 10 days prior to the data of publication desired. 
A check or money order in the proper amount, figured at 90 
cents per word, must be included. Multiple lnseflions ol the 
same ad must be paid lor in advance. ClassiiiOO ads shall 
be reslticted to church-related subfect manor. The ABN 
reserves the right to reject any ad because of unsuitable 
subject manor. Classilied ads will be lnseflcd on a space­
available basis. No endorsement by the ABN Is implied. 

QuAlity 
' Vl'\n Sales 

Used t2 and 15 passenger vans, special prices 
to churches. 501 -268-4490, t500 E. Raca. Searcy 
72143. 
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planned for church and assodat ional 
secretaries and for secretaries of state 
convention b oards. agencies and 
institutions." 

On Monday evening, the Association 
of Arkansas Baptist Secretaries will 
host a banquet fo r all church and 
denominational secretaries. This will be 
the first annual meeting of the newly 
fanned organization of secretaries in 
Arkansas. 1l1e keynote speaker for the 

Carine for !hose wilh terminal 
illness can provide some of life's 
richest and cha lle nein~ momems. 
That's what makes our hospice 
p ro~ ram so ve;-y special. With 
Ca reNe1work. pmients can 
remain comfortably a1 home 
while receivine a comple1e ranee 
of services-from pain and 
syrnp1om mana~emem to much­
needed emotional support . All 
provided by our team of hiehly 
qualified. ca rin~ professionals. 
Thm makes CareNetwork a 
comfort 10 pmienls with life­
ihremenine illnesses. And !heir 
families. too. 

Little l~oc ~ 
9712 W Mmbl1<1rn 
Lill ie Rod _._ AR 7~205 
~23 -33:'>3 

~.?~~ ~E~~~-~~l . Suite 3 
I lot Sprin~"· AR 71901 
o23-5u5o 
Port Smith 
4300 Ro~cr:-. Suite 20 
l'o rt Smith. AR 7\?003 
,J q4 -7~73 

no~e rs 
1227 W Wcllmll 
Ro\!ers, i\ R 72756 
636-1700 
Stat ewide 
1-800-467-1333 

~!.!.~!.~~!~ +l? . 
ICAI IO A~.; r ~t lnnl wiTh C~muncml.t11un 

banquet will be Janet Huckabee, wif e of 
Arkansas Lieutenant Governo r Mike 
Huckabee. 

Registration for the w orkshop isS 10 
and reservations fo r the banquet arc $8 
each. Checks should be sent to Secretary 
\Vorkshop, Disci pleship and Family 
Ministry Department , P.O. Box 552 , 
Little Rock, AR 72203. Additional 
infonnation is available by ca lling 50 1-
376-479 1, ext. 5 160. 

1 y--
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Arkansas Baptist Children's Homes & Family Ministries 

needs Houseparents for: 
Boys Ranch- Harrison • Clint Morrison -Urrector• 501-741-4362 

Children's Home- Monticello • Royce Aston. Director • 501-367-5358 

Camden Emergency Receiving Home • Mark Weaver . Director • 501-862-0095 

Housing, Salary, Insurance, Paid Vacation 
""""""""""""""""= 

D,1ntS 1JNMRSJT1· \/ rlU'i Tr;;ning ;or. the Job of y~~r L;f~ .· / : l . 
···•·· "Secrets of Fast-Track Fathering" · .. 

, .. ···· .... a short four hour course that will dramatically Improve your 
performance ratings with your family of "customers." 

Saturday, Oct. 21 8:00 a.m. to 12:40 p.m. 
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. 

Hosted by: 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church 

12400 Interstate 30, Little Rock 
Tuition: $20.00 

For more information or to bring a ($25.00 at the door) 
group from your church, call f--'-------'-------' 
Geyer Springs First Baptist DAD, You've got the job, 

Church at 565-3474. now get the training! 

IGHTHOUSE INN t-· '.£WILl'!~~ 
Arknnsns Bnp.tist Special 

$AVE $10 PER ROOM PER NIGHT! 

: ~:;;;!i,~~i~r : ::~ s~d0~~oC~1r~~s 
• Kid s Stay Free • Mini-Suites 

Cenlrnll y luc.1 ted by Andy WilliilmS & the Grilnd P<! lil ce 
2375 Green Mounlil in Dr. l3r;m~on, MO 

Discnunt tltll Vil lid thru any rc~crv01 tinn scrvke or with 
il ny nthcr discounts muc; t be pre~cntcd ill check-in. 

Expires: 12-3 1-95 
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7~ 
r/~1!1~1 
Thanks for support ing the Melody Boys 
Quartet In 1995 and the many years past. 
It's your support of Gospel music that keeps 
us going. If you would like to schedu le the 
Melody Boys Quartet for a concert In your 
church In 1996, call (SOl) 455-3789, or 
write: The Melody Boys Quartet, P.O. 
Box 193, Mabelvale, AR 72103. 

COLLEGE DIGEST 

Ouachita Baptist University 
OuachJta earns top value ranking­

Ouachita Baptist University is the best 
va lue among Southern liberal arts colleges 
and unive rsities, according to the Sept. 25 
issue of U.S. News & World Report. 

Ouachita, w hich was ranked eighth in 
the South in the magazine's academic 
quality rankings, topped the list when it 
came to value, the cost of auCilding an 
institution compared to its quality. 

Composer h o no red-For the 30th 
consecutive year, W. Francis McBeth has 
been honored nationaUy in receiving an 
American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers (ASCAP) Award for his 
music compositions. McBeth is chairman 
of the theory-composition depanment of 
the School of Music at Ouachita and 
Composef Laureate of Arkansas. 

Multi-media co mputers donated­
Students in the religion department at 
Ouachita now have four new multi-media 
computers fo r usc in research and class 
studies. A.O. Smith , a businessman in 
southwest Arkansas a nd a longt ime 
supporte r o f Ouachita , donated the 
computers to the department . 

·n1e new computers , as we ll as others 
in the computer laboratories, are equipped 
w ith programs geared specifically to the 
religion department , including tuto rial, 
research and administration programs. The 
equi pment is available for usc by Southern 
Baptist ministers in the area. 

Art award established-Phares 
Raybon and Betty Berry , two former 
chai rmen of the Department of An at 
O BU,, have bee n honored w ith the 
establishment of an art award fun d in their 
names. Raybon joined the Ouachita faculty 
in 195 1 and retired in 1980. Berry joined 
the faculty in 1969 and retired in 1994 . 

Raouf Halaby, acting chairman of the 
dcpanment of art and professor ofEnglish 
at OBU, and h is w ife, Rachel, part icipated 
in the initial fu nd ing of the annual award 
that is to be given each spring to the 
"outstanding rising senior student w ho is 
majoring in art." 

Williams Baptist College 
TnJStees donate $85,000-Extensive 

financial support from trustees has helped 
Williams Baptist College ftnish "in the 
black" for the 14th consecutive budget 
yea r. 

WDC president j crol Swaim said the 
trustees turned a potentiaUy difficult period 
fort he college into a success by giving the 
school more than $85,000. "We could see 
heading into the transition time that help 
was needed if we were to fin ish in the 
black once again ," Swaim said. "These 
trustees stepped forward and got the job 
done." 
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MISSIONARY NOTES 
john a nd Connie Anthony, Baptist 
rcprcscnrativcs to Israel, arc in the St:ucs 
(address: P.O. Dox 278, Murfreesboro, AR 
7 1958). 1-fc is anativcof l lopc. TI1cfom1cr 
Connie Goble, she grew up in Mount Ida. 
They were appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board in 1973. 

Craig and Melissa Bird, missionaries to 
Kenya, arc in the States (address: 4029 
Burke #3207, Pasadena, TX 77504). He 
considers Camden his hometown, and she 
is the former Mel issa Jackson of Texas. 
They were appo inted in 1986. 

Rob ert and Frances Crockett, mis­
sionaries to Argentina, arc in the St:ucs 
(address: 3364 Faxon Ave., Memphis, TN 
38122). Hcgrcw upin CrossCounty . She 
is the fom1cr Annette Perkins, also of Cross 
County. They were appointed in 1972. 
Jeffery and Nell Ginn, missionaries to 
Colo mbia, arc in the States (address: c/o 
Leawood Daprist Churc h , 3638 Macon 
Road at Ho mer, Memphis, TN 38122). A 
native of Arkansas, he was bo m in Fo rrest 
City and considers West Memphis his 
hometown. The former Nell Nichols. she 
considers Byhalia, Miss. , he r hometown. 
They were appointed in 1991. 
KcnncthandSheUy lzz.'lrd, missionaries 
to Togo, arc on the fie ld (:1ddress: B.P. 
1353, Lome, Togo). He is a native of 
FJorida. The former She lly Ellenburg of 
Arkansas. she was bom in Helena and 
considers Marvell he r hometown. 1l1ey 
were appointed in 1992. 
Michael a nd Kathy Kemper. Baptist 
representatives to Romania, arc o n the 

field (P.O. Box 42·83, Bucharest , 42, 
Romania). He was bom in Pine Bluff. She 
is the former Kathy Woody of Tennessee. 
They were employed in 1993. 

Wilfred a nd Lajoye Martin, missionary 
associates to Taiwan , arc on the field 
(address: P.O. Box 39·875, Taipei 100, 
Taiwan ROC). He was born in Texas, and 
she, the former l-1joye Cooper, in Willow. 
They were employed in 1992. 
GerryOdom, missio nary to Taiwan, is on 
the field (address: P.O. Box 30·134. Taipei 
100, Taiwan ROC). Bom in El Dorado, she 
also lived in Smackover while growing up. 
She was :1ppointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1980. 
Hugh a nd Brenda Provost, Baptist 
representatives to the Middle East, arc in 
the States(address: 3404 Violet , Pine Bluff. 
AR 7 1603). He was born in j onesbo ro . 
and grew up in in Lepanto, Hughes, 
Harrisburg and West Memphis. She is the 
fom1cr Brenda Dryles of Pine Bluff. 'I11ey 
were appointed in 1981. 

James and Kathy Shafto, missionaries 
to Burkina Fa so, have arrived in France for 
language stud)•(addrcss: 133, Rue t..akanal. 
37000 Tours, France) . He is from l\.·1assa­
chuscrts. The former Kathy Hamilton. she 
was born in Eudora. They were appointed 
in 1995. 
Mark and Geneva Weller, missionaries 
to the Philippines, arc in thcStatcs(addrcss: 
3 16 1 Oakfield St. , Fayetteville, AR 72704). 
He is a native or South Dakola. ·nlc fom1cr 
Geneva C.1rpcntcr, she is from Elkins. 'Ill C)' 

were appointed in 1987. 

Professional Treatment from a Christian Perspective 
Hope and Health for Psychiatric and Substance Abuse Problems 

Treating the Physical, Psychological and Spiritual Needs of Each Patient 
• Christian Counseling • Trealment of Survivors ol Abuse • Ou1palienl, Inpatient and 
Partial Programs • Day and Evening Programs • Specializing in Drug and Alocohol 

Abuse. Marriage Problems, Dysfunctional Families, Sexual Abuse, Sexual Addiction, 
Depression, Slress and Anxiely, Co·dependency 

Special Services offered to Churches and Pastors 
• Courtesy Workshops by Christian experts from a Biblical basis 

• Courtesy Consultation to pastors 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

24 hour FREE Consultation • Crisis Intervention 
Call 663-HOPE • 663-4673 • Toll FREE 1-800-829-HOPE 

A Service of Doctors Hospital • 600 S. McKinley, Suile 400 • Little Rock 
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COMMUNICATIONS AND 
SIGNALING SYSTEMS 
CONTRACTOR 

Arkansas Sound Corporation 
7000 Remount Road 

North Uttle Rock, AR 72118 
For All Your COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS 

YOUTH GROUPS NEEDED 
Atlanta, Orlando, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Buffalo, 
New Orleans, Branson for summer missions. We 
provide meals, lodging, assignment. For info, costs, 
contact Or. Harry Fowler, Director, Youth on Mission 

(BOO) 299-0385 

w~ear ess. c:>< 
Every lime you write a check! 

Any check wil l transfe r funds. Our checks 
cause every one that handles them tq. 
think about C hrist Our Lord! 

Chrislian Check Company now offers both 
personal & business checks in several 
Christian designs, at prices 30 lo 50% less 
than the b:mks! Our checks meet ABA 
sl<~ndards and arc fully guaranteed. Call 
t-800·977-6211 fora FREE BROCHURE. 

A" yo"' Senlo" !l"d ol ~ 
crawlingovorthe HUMP? The 
solulionisa15-passengervan -•••• 
wilh an Aiale, Ralaod Rool& _, __ 
Electric Step. Call Tri-State 
Van & Bu1 Selea Todayl 

1·800·330·3622 • (817) 484-6145 
BUSES! VANS! PEOPlE MOVERS I 

Christian-Medical Cost Sharing 
Thl.i ~pnmd r""''l'f ofl1wnlm Joarln& U d.£ o:~ltmwM. 

II Cm-. 8:14 

• l'coplc helping people. 
• Up to S I Million of c.-cpcllSCS shared. 
• S 136 ;wcr;t),.'C monthly sh:uc per !:unity in 1994. 
• l\ssis l:mtt \\ilh m.11Crnity expenses. 
• ( w r)' published need met to (L1tc. 

0\l.L: 1.800.704.4103 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
SeniorSing offers 'new opportunity' for senior adults 

A "new opportunity'' for adults age 
55 and above w ill be offered at the 
ScniorSing Retreat . TI1c statewide event 
will be held in Hot Springs Nov. 13· 16at 
the Downtowner Motel and First Church 
there . 

Glen Ennes, an associate in the 
Arkansas Baptis t State Convention 
church music ministries department, 
said the retreat is a "new and different 
opportUnity wi th the navo r o f 
SummerSing that we have had the past 
seven years on the Ouachita Baptist 
University campus ... 

He said the program "will provide an 
interesting variety of choir, ukele le, 
fcU owship, sight·sceing, talent show, 
worship and Bible study." 

" \Ve hope to encourage senior adults 
to stay active and continue learning 
through the experience of music and 
build relationships with others both in· 
state and from other states," Ennes said. 

The program also wi!J feature the 
new music fest ival on Thursday "which 
wi U involve those who want to come 
just for the day,~ he noted. "The festival 
will be the first rehearsal fo r the 300· 

A BN's CHURCH 
!iERVICE!i DIRECTORY 

Architects 
The BOA Design Group, Inc. 
310 State Line Avenue 
P.O. Box 1231 
Texarkana, USA 75504-1231 
501-773-11 93 FAX: 501 -773-0163 
Arthilecls - Planoors - Consu!laniS 

Baptistries/Steeples 
Construction Sales Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 1049 
Magnolia, AR 71753-1049 
1-800-526-9663 FAX: 501-234-6475 
Also Laminated wood arches. beams and decking. 

Book Stores 
Baptist Book Slore (SBC) 
9101 W. Markham 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
501-225-6009 

Costume Rental 
Gayla's Costume Shoppe 
2018 New Congo Rd. 
Benton, AR 72015 

·501 -778-1383 
Costume Rental lor all occasions 

Heating & Air Conditioning 
Cox Heating & Ai r Conditioning 
1612 Park Avenue 
Stuttgart, AR 72160 
501 -673-2081 

Kitchen Equipment & Supplies 
Almco Wholesale 
10001 Colonel Glenn Rd. 
Little Rock, AR 72204 
501-228-0808 

Long-Term Care Insurance 
Mary Allee Hughes 
217 Easl G Sl. 
North Little Rock, AR 72116 
501-791 -2651 / 1-800-220-2380 PIN 2888 
l ong·tarm care specialist 

Retreat & Conference Center 
Higher Ground Retreat 
P.O. Box 736 
Clinton, AR 72031 
501-745-8657 or 501-745-8667 
Ask about free usage for small churthes 

Sound Systems 
American Audio, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1719 
Ruston, LA 71273 
Arkansas references available 
318-251-0290 FAX: 318-255-3363 
Audio, lighting, and Video Systems 
Oesign·fnstallation·Rental. 

Wedding Services 
Affordable Weddings 
1641 Oak Shadow 
North Little Rock, AR 72120 
501-834-0177 
Ceremony and Reception Arrangements, Flowers, 
Cakes, Catering, Invitations, Music, Photogr~hy 

I For a listing, call Nelle O'Bryan at 376-4791, ext. 5155 
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voice senior adult choir to sing at the 
Golden Age Evangelism Conference in 
Springda le in 1996." 

l l 1e cost for the retreat is $20 if 
participants registe r prior to Oct. 16. 
After Oct. 16, the cos t w ill increase to 
$25 per person. The cost includes all 
meals except \Vednesday dinner. 

Ret reat participants should mi ke 
motel arrangements directly with the 
Downtowner at 50 1·624·4635. Cost for 
a double room is $ 105 pe r person and a 
single room is $1 35.55 . 

Fo r additional informat io n about 
SeniorSing , consult the State Music 
Ministry Booklet o r contact Ennes at the 
AI3SC church music ministries depart· 
ment; phone 50 1·376-479 1, ext. 512 1. 

A.B. Culbertson and Company 
invites your indication of interest to: 

ARST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 

EARNUPTO 9.90% 
il Thesebondsrrt.lYbeplacedlnaseli-direcredCuftlertson ) 
II IRA Tramfm and rolb1m aaq~ted, In most cases. 

Interest Payable Semiannually 
nus annot.mti!ITWll is neither an offer to sell 
nor a solicitation of an offer to buy. Ad offers 

arc made by prospKTUS only. 

A.B. Culbertson and Company 
l'lnand,lSn\;ceSince 19!.4 

1250 Continental P laza 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 
Member: Chfcogo Stock Exchonge 

for more compl~etnlom\>honaboo.rt bond bsuu. obtain a pf0$pc!C• 

IUS ,..hid! cH:I.cnba all ol lh~ p&rtlcul.>rs o f the un!knaklng R~ H 
u.dullybdorcyou lnYa l or l.md..-.ry. Allbords llltoffuedal 
feCI~'a~plusaccruedlnllfDI,Iub)«IIOa\'lihblltly 

CAll OR REllJRN TifiS TO: 

Martin Northern Call: 
P.O. Box 130 2 (800) 468-3007 
Benton, AR 7 20 18 (501) 778-5700 
PIMsc Wid m1 tnlonM!lon on llwr Ftru ~10<19-"!11 O...dl 8ordJ 
cunm~ bdng offnalbjl A B C~ and Companv 

P.honbcr NASO & SIPC 

~lbert ~eor~e Jl\f~. ~o. 
Quality Custom 

Manufacturers of: 

717 North Cypress, N. Uttle Rock 
Wrtte: P.O. Box 5700, N.LR., AR 72119 

501-375-2921 
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LESSONS FOR LIVING 

Convention Uniform 

Confronted by j esus 
By Tom_my Robertson, director of 

miss ions, Liberty Association 
Basic p assage, Acts 9'1 ·31 
Focal passage, Acts 9,1-9 
Ccntr.ll truth: The Lord confronts 
Individuals with their need and 
draws them to Himself for salvation. 

• Confrontation f rwol ues convictimz. 
Following the stoning o f Stephen, Saul 
embarked on :1 course of violent pcrsccu· 
tion. Luke tells us that Sau l began to seck 
the destruction o f the church , and began 
to arrest Christians ;and put them in prison. 
His aim was w stop Christianity in its 
tracks, but God had o ther p lans . 

He received credentials from the high 
priest to go to 0:1mascus and arrest the 
believers he found. As he neared the ciry a 
light from heaven flashed around him. It 
was so p owerful he fell to the ground. 
'Jbcn he heard the risen Lord S<l)'. ~ saul , 
Saul, why do you pcrsccure me?~ In this 
moment , when his life was turn ing upside 
down , he asked, "Who arc you. Lord?~ ·n1c 
repl)' was, ~ 1 am jesus, whom rou arc 
persecuting. "TI1en that convict io n stirred 
him to the depths of his life and he knew 
he had been dead w ro ng. 

• Confro lltationleads to belief In that 
world-shattering moment he believed in 
the Lord wit h a heart that w:1s broken in 
contrition. This Jesus that Stephen had 
p re:1ched and seen in his dying w:1s rc:1 lly 
the Messiah promised by God lo ng ago. He 
had known a Messiah was coming, and 
now he knew that)esus who was crucified 
was that "pro mised o ne ... 

Neveragain would Saul be a persecuto r. 
Never again would he be a foe of the 
Christian f:1i th . Fro m th is time fo rward he 
would be the spo kesman for the Lo rd. 

• Confrontation lends to service. 
According to Acts 22:10, he then asked, 
"\XI'hat shall I do, Lord?" lie was told to go 
into the city and his mission would be 
revealed to him . One overwhelming proof 
that this was a genuine conversion was his 
w illingness to se rve the Lord . ' l11ere should 
be that same w illingness in each of us 
because of o ur bel ief in Christ. 

'I11e d iscip le An:mias was instmcted to 
go to Saul and help him . Sa ul came to 
comprehend that he was an instrument o f 
God to proclaim Christ to the Gen tiles as 
well as the Jews. 

In that confrontation and conversion 
c:.~c h of us is to sec our mission :end seck to 
fulfill it for the rest of our lives. 

This '-UOn lr .. lrnenl ls ~nd on lhe lnlt/1\I!IOI'al 8rble 
lanon lor Chrbllln Tnthlng Un"orm Series Copyright 
..,._ten.i~ofEil.lelloOn Usedb'fpermlsiiOfl 
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Life and Work 

Developing character 
By Mike Petty, p astor, 

Park Place Church, Hot Springs 
Bask passage: D Peter 1:1-11 
Focal p assage: u Peter 1:1-11 
Central trutl" The true believer Is 
ever-growing in the knowledge of 
and likeness to Jesus. 

There arc two primary d:mgcrs facing 
an)' church - the :m ack fro m witho ut and 
apostasy from within. 'l11c fo m1crhasoftcn 
made the church stronger, the l:utcralways 
destroys. Pe ter is inspi red to clarify the 
basis oft ruth , so lhe bclieverhas:e "slandard 
of truth " by which he or she may measure 
every would-be belief. The revelation of 
such tnuh is found only in God's Word. 

• 77w gift of the luzowletlge of jesus 
(vu. 1·1). Salvation is the gift of God (Eph. 
2:8·9). It is the personal experience, of 
coming to know Jesus Christ thro ugh faith. 
Our Lo rd defined the true nature o f this 
fa ith: MAm.l this is life eternal , that they 
might know thee, the only tnJe God, and 
jesus Christ whom thou hast sen t" Oohn 
17:3). Being Saved is not merely kno,ving 
about Christ, we must know Him per· 
sonally(Phil . 3: 10). When we receive Him 
as our persona l Savio r, He forgives us, :md 
gives us lli s right eousness (II Cor. 5:2 1). 

• 71w growth in the knowledge of 
jesus (vv. 5·7). Bein g sa ved is a 
"beginning," not mcrcl)' an "end .~ We arc 
to "grow in gr:1cc:1nd in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (II Pet. 
3: 18). TI1e process o f spiritual maturity 
takes diligence and determinat ion. 'lllc 
believer must be committed to becoming 
allth:u his Lord desi res for him to be. 

We arc to make cenain that our "faith " 
leads to a life of "virtue o r o ur faith is 
suspect. As one grows, thei r virtue brings 
the abili ty to exercise moral discernment 
which in turn strengthens self-contro l. 
Self-control is the prerequisite to patience, 
and patience is a test imony to godliness. 

• n,e glory of the knowledge of j esus 
( tJV. 8- 1 ! ). If one possesses these qualities, 
he o r she wil l be "fruitful," and enjoying an 
ever-maturing knowledge of Christ (sec 
Jo hn 15: J. I 1). Peter ca ll s for a wi llingness 
o n the part of believers to cx:unine their 
beliefs, to make certain they arc in face 
saved :md continuing to live for God. For 
there is little difference and no blessing in 
being an under-developed, non-growing 
believer, or a "religious unregenerate" (11 
Pet. 2:20-22). Tme believers :1re to be 
cenain o f thei r sa lvatio n, and to be ever· 
growing in the knowledge o r jesus. 
TlWslnsonlrumllf'ltiSbasedon lhlluteardWor\:Curricull.mb 
Soulhllm Bapbsl Churthe$, c:opyrlr1!1 f1'/ 1t11 Suntity School &o.td 
ollheSoulnemBaPibiConve<llionU~bypem'IISJoOn. 
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Bible Book 

God's helping hand 
By Bob L Klutts, chaplain, Baptist 

Memorial Medical Center, 
North Little Rock 

Basic passage' Ezra 7,1-8d6 
Focal passage' Ezra 7,6, 10, Z7·Z8 ; 8,15, 

Z1;Z3, 31, 35 
Central truth, God"s hand Is on His 
people. We must respond to His 
touch. 

Abou t 60 yea rs have p:1sscd since 
chaptcr6(7:6, 10, 27·28). 11le process has 
been slow but the hand of the Lord has 
direc ted the process. TI1c Lord of the 
universe has no need to ac t in haste. But it 
is time once again for decisive ac tion by 
the Lord. So He sends Ezra w hose name 
means "the Lo rd has helped." 

The Jews saw Ezra as almost being a 
second Moses. He more than anyone 
focused Israel o n the book which enabled 
them to rec laim their heritage and destiny 
which focused their present. 

Ezra constantly reminds us that it was 
the hand of the L.ord that was decisive in 
this aU too human StOry (sec 7:6, 9. 28; 
8 : 18 , 22, 3 1) . At the same time Ezra had to 
have courage and take the initia ti ve to 
approach King Artaxerxes. 

Here was a reforn1er w ho was a living 
example of refo m1atio n. \Vhat the Lord 
had revealed, he stud ied, he lived and then 
he taught. Ezra reminds us tha t it is "i:he 
wisdom from above that is w be sought 
and lived he re below and then offered as 
wisdom to those around us . By living the 
word of God with integrity, Ezra avoided 
insinccrityandshal.lowncss. Then the word 
in clearly shown to be authoritative and 
rea listic . To communicate the message 
wi th integrity we must integrate the 
message into o ur daily lives. Otherwise it 
will be seen as mere hype and we arc mere 
hypocrites(scejames I :25 and John 3:21). 

Because the Lord's hand was on him , 
Ezra had courage and started the mundane 
hard work needed w accomplish the 
mission. Faith in God's involvement call s 
for courage and actio n on o ur pan. Faith 
walks wit h God in th is risky world . 

The Israe lites humbled themselves, 
sought God, fasted and prayed. And the 
tord who is f:1ithfu l responded to thei r 
faith (sec II Chron. 7: 11). While it is true 
that God always graciously takes the 
initiative in relationship with Him , it is 
also tmc that He gracious l)' responds to 
our response. Fait h in Him will sustain us 
even when we arc anx io us because of 
danger and when enthusiasm fades. 
This ~&non lleamtnl is Nsed on lhll am. Book SIU\tf lor 5oulh&m 
Baptis t Churches , c:opyrlghl by lhll Sunday 5ehool SO.td ollhe 
Soulhem Baplisl Convenlion Used by permission. 
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LESSONS FOR LIVING 

Convention Uniform 
No pm·tiality 
By Tommy Robertson, dlrector o f 

missions, Liberty Association 
Basic passage, Acts 10,1·11 ,18 
Focal passage, Acts 11,1·18 
Central truth, There Is no partlall<y 
with God for He loves all men. 

• n,e tendency to partiality. Thcjc·ws 
of the first century had been taught that 
they were God's chosen people. They 
were correc t in this, but they inferred 
from that teaching that God did not love 
anyone else. They had as little to do with 
the Gentiles as possible, saying they were 
on1y fuel for the fires of hell. 

They had been carefully taught Lilis 
lesson, and it was very difficult for them ro 
change. Simon Peter still had to learn that 
God is concerned for all, even though he 
had walked with j esus. 

The vision of the animals, w ild beasts, 
reptiles and birds showed him that he was 
not to show paniality to any man. Now he 
was willing to go to Cornelius' house. 

• n,e correction of partiality. When 
he arrived at the house of Cornelius, the 
centurion, Peter preached to the people 
gathered there. He told them of the death 
of jesus on the cross, His resurrection 
from the dead, and that all w ho believe in 
Him wiU have forgiveness of sins through 
His name. While he was still speaking, the 
Holy Spirit came on them e\'en as He had 
come on the jews at Pentecost. Obvious!)', 
God loved them and was going to usc 
them as well as the jews. Anyone who 
believed would be saved. 

\Vhen Peter returned to jerusalem he 
was c r iticized by the o the r jewish 
Christians. When they heard the cxplana· 
tion, they changed their minds. Peter said 
to them , "So if God g:we them the same 
gift as He gave us, who believed in the 
Lord jesus Christ, who was I to think that 
I could oppose God?" 

They then had no further objections 
and understood that God had given the 
Gentiles life as well as the jews. 

• nte rmderstamllflg ofimparHalfty. 
TI1c scripture is very clear when it teaches 
that God loves all people and is no t panial 
to one race.The jews had a difficult time 
comprehending this, but God proceeded 
to change their thinking. 

ll1c state ment of Simon Peter should 
always bring us to the truth: ~ so if God 
gave them the same gift as He gave us, who 
believed in the Lord jesus Christ, who was 
I to think that I could oppose God?~ None 
of us want to be guilty of opposing God! 
This Ienon lr.,trnent 11 Hsed on lhe lnternallot~~l Bible 
Lenon for Cl'lritliln Tetcl'llng. Unllorm Serl ... Cop1rlgl'lt 
tnternetiGNII Cotxd or EWC&tion. U.fld by permission. 
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Life and Work 

Cht·istians in the wot·ld 
By Mike Pcuy, pastor, 

Park Place Church, Hot Springs 
Basic passage: Ephesians 5:1-20 
Focal passage: Ephesians 5:1-20 
central truth: Titc power to live the 
Christian life is found in tltc One 
who led us to Christ In ll>c firs! 
place - the Holy Splrll. 

Ephesians is a wonderfully pr.1ctical 
book. In it , 've Jearn of our position in 
Chrisr (chaprers 1·3), and our profession 
before the wo rld (chapters 4·6). We arc 
different than the world, and our ~ walk M 

will rcnecr rhat difference. Chapter five 
gives practical inst ruction abour our walk 
before unbelievers. Notice: 

• nte example of the Savior weare to 
follow (vv. I -2). Our call is to follow God 
according to the example set forth by the 
Lord j esus Himself. That example is one of 
sacri ficiaiiO\'C for one anotherand absolute 
loyal ty to rhc Father. When we arc walking 
by our example we arc also aware of ... 

• 17ze entanglement of Sill we are to 
flee (vv. 3· 14). Sin will be around us umil 
Jesus comes to gcr us, but ir need not be in 
us. "Sin is not something to be ignored , 
tolerared or swept under rhe bed - it is 
something to repent of; and nm from 
whenever it shows its ugl)' head." Sin 
should be in our past , not in our plans (vv. 
7·8, II -12}.·111clifcstylcofa bclicvcrmust 
rcncct a disdain for sin (vv. 9·10, 13-1 4). 
Weare to live in :1ccord:mcc to the dictates 
of God, and He has provided .. 

• n,eennblememoftlleSpirit weare 
tofauor(VtJ. 1 5·20). 'l11e biblically defined 
lifestyle of the believer is humanly 
impossible to live, but not impossible to 
be lived through us (Gal. 2:20, 5:19·25). 
Paul sa id, ~ In me, that is in my fl esh, 
dwellcth no good thing .~ which makes it 
impossible to do that which is right in 
one's own st rength (Rom. 7: 18·24). God 
h:-. s provided our deliverance and enables 
us to live in a manner which pleases Him 
(Rom. 7:25·8:2, Col. 1:10-14, l-lcb. ll :6a). 

TI1is section of our text emphasizes 
three criti c:1l issues: First, the need to be 
diligent in our walk, to make the most of 
the time we have on earth in service co t he 
Lord (vv. 15·16). Second, be discerning. 
·n1e will of the LordJoronc's life is learned, 
and Jivcd·out, under the control of the 
1-loly Spirit (vv. 17·18). And third. be 
dctcm1incd to glorify 1-lim in praise and 
thanksgiving. lie deserves fo r His own to 
live in a manner which reflects His charnc· 
ter in our witness and worship. 
This IHson t~ Is based on lht lM ardWoA: CurrbUn lor 
Sor.AI'IemBaptlsiCI'Iun:hn.OOV(Ii!tttbylhtSurdli1School8oard 
of the Sou!N!m Baptist Corwention LINd t1y pemiulon. 
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Bible Book 

No compromise 
By Bob L Klutts, chaplain, Baptist 

Memorial Medical Ccntc.r, 
North little Rock 

Basic passage, Ezra 9'1·10A4 
Focal passage, Ezra 9,1.3, 10·15; 

10,1·3, 10-15 
Central truth: ComproJniscs tha t 
jeopardize our calling must be 
rejected. 

As a result ofEzra's teaching, the leaders 
in Israel became convicted due to the 
intermarriage of the lsrnelites with the 
pagans in the land. This failure involved 
every segment of their society. 

lntem1arriage meanr the intemlingling 
of idols and the true God in worship and 
service. lf they arc to be a ligh t to the 
nations Osa. 42:6) they must be true to 
their distinctiveness (Exodus 34:11 ·16; 
Dcut. 7:1·4; II Cor. 6:14·15). 

This was a serious breach of their 
covenant. They were ca lled to be holy, 
dist inct and now that was at risk. One can 
not safely tolerate that which threa tens 
the core of one's reason fo r being. Faith 
demands faithfulness . 

Ezfa 's prayer shows a spiritual leader 
who identifies with his flock . He prays 
"our" and "we" as he focuses on the sin. 
They arc a community. He does not focus 
on his personal innocence. As a true 
penitent he simply confesses the betrayal 
of their holy calling. Without excuse he 
comes to the holy and merciful God. 

Ezrn's reaction was strong because 
everything was at stake. Grief and shock 
arc always appropriate in the face of 
betrayal and disaster. Had the captivity 
taught them nothing? 

Compromise was what brought about 
thcBabyloniancaptivity ( 10: 1·3, 10·15). 11 
thrcatcnsthemag.1in. \Ve can never assume 
evil has been defeated. Victory is ours only 
when we remain vigilant , not when we 
arc presumptuous. 

Because of God's past mercies they arc 
inspired to be repentant and obedient 
now. Repentance leads to action , some· 
times even to a dramatic upheaval in the 
life of the penitant. Real hope for 
forgiveness lies in a lived repentance. 

The measures were drastic. Divorce is 
terrible. The three·month process was 
deliberative and not hasty. They looked at 
the Law and the people and made decisions 
based on truth and reality rather th:m 
irresponsible emotionalism They knew 
further injustice would not further the 
Kingdom of God. 
This lesson trMrMnt 1rl baaed on lht Bitl6l ~ Sutf lor Soulhlm 
BapdsiCI'Iurdln. ~bylhe~yScl'looiBoardollhe 
Souttwm Bapti:stCcwwention. UMd by~ 
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Subscriber Services 
The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 

offers subscription plans at three rates: 
• The Every Resident Family Pla n 

offers churc hes a premium rate when they 
send the Newsmagazine to all their rcsi· 
dent ho useho lds. Resident families arc 
calculated to be at Jcast onc-founh of the 
church 's Sunday School enrollment. 
Churches who send only to members who 
request a subscription do not qualify fo r 
this lower rate of S6.36 per year fo r each 
subscription. 

• The Group Plan allows church 
members to receive a discount w hen 10 
o r more individu:tls send their subscrip· 
tions together through their local church. 

r _ 1 
r _ r •. . 
:""' r ~ 

c ' ·-

Subscribers through the group plan pa)' 
$7 .08 per year. 

• Individual subscriptions m:~y be 
purchased at the rate of $8.85 per year. 
These subscriptions :u e more expensive 
because they require individual attention 
for address changes and renewal notices. 

Changes of address by individuals 
rna~· be made with the above fonn. 

When Inquiring about a subscription 
by mail, please include the address label. 
Individuals also may call the Newsmaga· 
zinc at 501-376-4791. ext. 5 156. lie pre­
pared to provide code line inforn1ation 
prhu cd on the mailing label. 
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NEWS DIGEST 
Mississippi Baptist leaders propose reallocation of funds 

JACKSON, MS (ADP) - The Mis~issippi Baptist Convention wiU reallocate about 
$250,000 in funding fo r the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board for in·state use if a 
1996 budget proposed by 'the st:ue convention's board is approved. 

The change wiiJ allow Mississippi Baptists to assume 'full responsibiliry fo r missions 
in their state next year, said state convention executive director Dill C·mscy. He told the 
state board that the change will reflect a more accurateaccountingofmoncycontributcd 
and used within the state. 

The proposed budget calls for 37 percent of Cooperative Program receip!li - $8.6 
million -to be sent to the SBC. Of that , the Home Mission Board wouJd receive about 
S 1.7 million forchurch·starting and missions efforts in the United States. The Mississippi 
convention would retain $249,530 of the SBC's portion for missions work in the state, 
Causey slid, the approximate amount the HMll presently returns for joint funding of 
projects in Mississippi. 

The budget proposal, adopted unanimously by the state executive board, will be 
considered again at the Mississippi Baptist Convention meeting in November. The 
proposal follows a proposed reduction of2.5 percent to the SflC Cooperative Program 
by Texas llaptists and a pro~oscd 2 percent reduction in Ok.lahoma. 

Alabama board affu-ms change in ties to state entities 
TALL\DEGA, AL (13P)-Aiabama Daptists' state board of missions adopted a new 

~ paradigm~ of relating to Samford University and, potentially, to all other entities of t he 
Alabama Baptist State Convention. TI1e report will go to messengers for consideration 
at the convention's annual meeting. 

Ron Madison, chainnan of the Samford study committee. repon ed that Samford 
University trustees had declined several "strong appeals~ to rescind last year's charter 
change making the tnJstees a self.perpctuat ing body. 

Rejecting the option of a lawsuit , the committee proposal focuses on the principles 
of sound stewardship, shared responsibility and sensitivity to the corporate integrity of 
each entity, Madison said. The new model also emphasizes the state convention's 
autonomy and irs right to detem1inc its stewardship. 

TI1c proposal offers each incorpornted entiry of the convention the option of 
allowing the convention to either elect o r affim1 tmstces and directors. In tum, the 
convention in annual session will detennine financial support for the respective ent ities 
based on the cntiry's conrribution to the convention's purposes. 

State convention president Fred l.acke)' called the proposal "a necessity.~ He said 
the report 3ddressed what he felt was necessary fo r the surviv:tl of the convention 
relationship. 

Three accrediting agencies plan joint visit to Southern 
LOUISVILLE, KY (ADP) - Three accrediting agencies will make a joint visit to 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Nov. 8-10 to investigate concerns arising out of 
tum1oil on the LouisvHic, Ky., campus last spring. 

The visiting team will include representatives from the Associat ion of 'I11eological 
Schools in the United States and Canada - the seminary's priml()' accrediting agency 
-as well as the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and the Council on Social 
Work Education, which :1ccredits the seminary's Carver School of Church Social Work. 

·n,e te:tm's investigation reponed I)' will focus on president Albert Molder's firing of 
Diana Garland as dean oft he Carver School after she told students that Mohler's hiring 
policies jeopardized the school's lccreditation. The investigat ion also is expected to 
focus on events after the firing, including trustet:·adoptcd c hanges in the faculty hiring 
process and implementation of a polic}' banning employees from criticizing the 
president or trustees publici)'. 

Roberts to retire after 30 years as S.C. Courier editor 
GREENVILLE, SC (BP)-j ohn E. Roberts has l nnounced he will retire Feb. 29, 1996. 

as editor ofthe South CarolinalJaptlst Courier. Roberts will complete 30 years as editor 
on his projected retirement date, a record among current Baptist state paper editors. 

The /Japtisl Courier has had unprecedented growth during Roberts' 30 years as 
edito r. Circulation has doubled, an office build ing was e recred and the paper has won 
several aw:1rds for news and edito rial writing. ·n1e Courier's assets have grown !O 
S4 million, including more than $2 million in endowment. 

Roberts is a fa nner president of the South C:~rolina B:IJHist Convention. the only 
Uaptist editor in the nation to hold such office in at least 40 years. He also hasscvcd as 
trustee chairman of the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission. 
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