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Our Stories
By Paige Wright

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduce myself and my life?



“When you're playing the devil, 
you're playing the ultimate 

evil...you're pushed way outside of 
your comfort zone. Emotionally, 
mentally, and physically. That's 

when things really get fun.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am going to take a quote from the actress Ashley Bell (The Last Exorcist) and take it out of context here, because I find it fitting to my own decisions and processes. 



My Story
🎃🎃 My History with Horror
🎃🎃 Frankenstein, Jawsand Fireworks, and Vampires and 

Emo kids
🎃🎃 Why Halloween is so Important to Me

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My dad and Frankenstein
My fears as a child
How I developed into a mostly black wearing person up until my Junior year




A Brief History of 
Horror
Let’s start with the basics.



History Lesson

A Brief Blurb about Horror Films
🎃🎃 Universal Studios Monsters: 1920s-

1950s
🎃🎃 Aliens and Space: 1950s-1970s
🎃🎃 “Modern” Horror -20th and 21st

century

For more information, check out Steven King’s DanseMacabre or Fangoria’s podcast, 
Nightmare University

🎃🎃 1235-The Inquisition
🎃🎃 1765-Horace Walpole’s Castle of 

Otranto
🎃🎃 1832-The Brothers Grimm and 

Children
🎃🎃 1840-Penny Dreadfuls a.k.a. 

Penny Blood
🎃🎃 1872-More Gothic tradition
🎃🎃 1893-Modern Horror

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Inquisition saw a surge in supernatural interest, and anything that was “Other” was associated with witchcraft, heresy, and Hell. We see Dante’s Divine Comedy (1307)—which showed terrifying depictions of Hell in its Inferno—and Malleus Maleficarum (1486)—which is commonly translated as Hammer of Witches and details the logic behind executing “witches” and was also considered a book on demonology by some in that society. Quote: Although the Malleus is manifestly a document which displays the cruelty, barbarism, and ignorance of the Inquisition, it has also been interpreted as evidence of a wide-spread subterranean pagan tradition which worshiped a pre-Christian horned deity, particularly by Margaret Murray. (sacred-texts.com)
The FIRST Gothic novel—A story of murder, love, and very Hamlet-esque, with usurped thrones and marriages and assaults and attempts to maintain power. Soon we would get more genres (and classic horror novels) such as Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818), Polidori’s The Vampyre (1819), and Edgar Allan Poe’s first short story in 1833 in America—which brought the Gothic tradition to the U.S.
1832 saw the terrifying (yet still censored) versions of classic folklore and fairytales, which were collected by the Brothers Grimm. 
Edward Lloyd and his horror comics, in essence. They were really booklets that were serialized literature that cost a penny. Also, British.
Le Fanu’s Camilla begins the tradition of bringing spooky and supernatural things to every day life. Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1885) comes during this time, and we get Jack the Ripper, which speaks for itself. 
Edgar Allan Poe, H.P. Lovecraft, Ray Bradbury, and Clive Barker (Hellraiser and Candyman)
Space Race, Cold War, World War II, Vietnam War
Religion, Gore, and Technology Fears



My Process (Or let’s talk about me, Again)
🎃🎃 What I read: Steven King, Pinterest, Edgar Allan Poe
🎃🎃 What I watch: ‘80s Slashers, The Vatican Tapes
🎃🎃 What I listen to: 

https:/ / open.spotify.com/ playlist/ 5Vvg7O7mGM5paMh
y83xUJq?si=NN7ooN7PSfSZxp6RdmIPMg 

🎃🎃 Podcasts: Serial Killers, Female Killers, Nightmare 
University, Penning Terror

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parcast Network, Fangoria
Let’s talk about motivation, being a student, feeling conflicted about my Christian faith and writing psychological messy things.
Where do I get my ideas? Quips, thoughts, and little phrases that I hear from other people or that I have at random times of the day and dreams. 



My Style
🎃🎃 First Person 

Narrative
🎃🎃 Psychological 

Thrillers and Trauma
🎃🎃 Is it Scary?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s a dissociative tactic that removes me from the narrative and allows me to exist through the character, giving the character the ability to speak for themselves.
They take emotions and trauma that I or others have experienced in different scenarios to allow a voice for victims to come through without being overly triggering or common place. 




The Stories
🎃🎃 “Bea”
🎃🎃 “Delusional”
🎃🎃 “Created” 
🎃🎃 “Beanpole”
🎃🎃 “Midnight Showing”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s about students and the mania that we all experience when we are stressed about school and look to alternatives to maintain our sanity and mental health.
It’s about someone who doesn’t quite fit in, but they’re trying, and instead they come to embrace a more macabre sense of normalcy.
A broken family
Personal trauma through the eyes of a former co-worker
Children of the Corn meets modern charismatic cults



So, Why Does this 
Matter?

As a devout JBP follower, her 
mantra, “So what, who cares,” 
has stuck with me throughout  
my time as an English major

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This process was extremely therapeutic, but it’s also a chance for me to explore a passion of mine and perhaps add to a universal genre that has existed from the beginning of time 



Questions?



Credits and Works Cited

Special thanks to all the people who made and released these 
awesome resources for free:
🎃🎃 Background illustrated by Alex Monge for SlidesCarnival
🎃🎃 Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
🎃🎃 Photographs by Unsplash
🎃🎃 www.sacred-texts.com/ pag/ mm/ index.htm
🎃🎃 https:/ / www.timetoast.com/ timelines/ history-of-horror-

literature
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