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™\, Charles H. Ashcraft / Executive Secretary

Helping people open the door

Our leaders everywhere are concerned with reaching more and more
people. Among the many constructive suggestions which could be offered,
may | present “helping people with their problems opens the door to their
hearts.” Countless people are turned off from the church because in their
hour of need, no one from the church was there. The supreme need of
every person is Jesus Christ, but the door into their hearts is the door of
Christian ministry. When a better job is done ministering to all the needs of
the total person, our churches will again be filled with seekers and our bap-
tisteries will come alive again.

Jesus entered into the hearts of his converts through the door of help-
fulness (Christian ministry). He helped people with their problems and not
so strangely, he was invited into their lives. When he did some good thing
for someone, the word got around and others sought him out because of it.
He never lacked for customers, neither will the church if it engages in
Christian ministries. When the church exercises its stewardship of help-
fulness to people with their more mundane needs, the door is wider open
to meet the deepest spiritual needs.

Entire homes may be reached for Christ if a bit of human kindness and
Christian compassion is expressed at the right time in an intensely Christian
manner. The Christian who is Christian to an aged pensioner is in a better
position to reach the pensioner’s children and grandchildren. The church
which does its churchly duties toward the people in the community who
need the specialities which the church only can provide, will not lack for
converts.

There are scores of idle people in most any church who could serve a
couple of hours a week at the rescue mission, others who could spend a
few hours each week at the nursing home, some who could provide trans-
portation for elderly people who can’t get around on their own. There are
Christian men who could play a helpful role of loving, caring and maybe
even giving a bit of supervision to the unruly kids of a widow or divorcee.
There are some people of just the right mold who could drop in on the
half-way house and meet the guys. Helping a parolee or probationer get a
job may help more than a full-page ad or a visiting evangelist.

I really do not see why people who are never touched in any way by
the Christian way of life should bother to come to a church, but | can un-
derstand why the churches will be flooded with people who have felt the
touch of the calm, human hand of Jesus upon them. Helpfulness is the
door. .

I must say it!

In this issue

Hallowing his name 4

The right way to “hallow” God’s
name is the subject of another in a
series of articles on the Lord’s
Prayer. Magnolia pastor Jon Stub-
blefield is writing on the Model
Prayer, phrase by phrase.

Missions near home 6

You don’t have to leave home to
do Bold Missions, say an as-
sociational director of missions
and four young people from his
area. They tried it last summer and
now plans are being made for
other young people to serve in
their home area this summer.

New viewpoint 7

Another woman will add her
viewpoint to the variety of
perspectives that make up
“Woman’s viewpoint’’ column
this year. Ruth Ann Wade of
Booneville will write during
February.

Missions threat 16

A new law in Israel could threaten
the freedom of missionaries to win
converts. Christians are con-
cerned because the law could be
misused to stop missionary efforts.
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Church swindles

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

A

Occasionally, churches are victimized by some
type of swindle. Professional con artists may find our
congregations to be easy marks because, as Christians,
we have a tendency to think everyone abides by our
own standards. Furthermore, once a church has been
cheated it may be reluctant to press charges. But good
stewardship of the Lord’s money requires that a church
protect itself against such thieves.

Across the years there have been a variety of swin-
dles perpetrated against churches. These have in-
cluded phony fund raisings, illegal bonding programs,
and dishonest building construction. Of course,
legitimate businesses which serve our churches in
these areas should not be penalized because of the
scallywags.

One of the most recent reported swindles was a
phony church directory company. Their plan was sim-
ple, they came to a church with a promise of a free
church directory. They made pictures of the members
of the congregation and returned to the church with
the proofs. Many of the members paid in advance for
personal copies of their pictures. The men left with the
money and the pictures were never delivered.

The most important question is, “How can
churches avoid becoming the prey of cheats or
swindlers?” First, they should always use the best
business procedures. The task is easy for a church
which uses the services of an old established firm,
much reputed for its honest dealings in the com-
munity.

Sometimes, however, a church may decide to deal
with a business that is not well known locally. It then
becomes the responsibility of the church leadership to
carefully check on the firm before making any pres-

Guest editorial

Time abuse — a practice which should stop

In every meeting it seems almost inevitable that
someone will ignore the time limit placed on a presentation.
Perhaps ignoring time limits is so widespread now that they
have no guidance at all. We certainly hope not, but abuses
seem to occur whether Baptists gather for an associational
meeting, state meeting or national meeting.

At one meeting recently a speaker was scheduled for 30
minutes. An hour before he spoke, a Christian saint
observed, “I’'ve heard him before. He will go at least 15
minutes over his time limit.” The speaker went 20 minutes
over! At a meeting of the SBC Executive Committee one
seminary president took twice as long as the allotted time to
boast about the institution he served. His enthusiasm might
have been justified, but it was totally unfair to the five presi-
dents who observed the guidelines. ’

Oftentimes the most flagrant violators of time limits are
those who contend, “God gave me the message and | just
had to preach it all.” One is supposed to be disarmed, for if
God gives a direction, who are we as mortals to question it?
However, it seems quite strange that God did not tell the
program planner about the need for an extra 15 minutes for
Brogher ..... Nor did he tell the audience that Brother
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entation to the congregation. Several readily available
sources of reference include the Better Business
Bureau and the Chamber of Commerce.

It is highly advisable to contact others who have
used the services of the same firm. It is always in order
to tell a business that your church would like to check
their references before any agreement is concluded.
Ask them for a list of other congregations they have
served. Direct contact should be made with several of
the references. Such inquiries can avoid much future
difficulty.

Finally, good business practice requires written
agreements. If the transaction involves large sums of
money, the contract or letter of agreement should be
checked by a credible attorney. Such a procedure will
clarify the responsibility of both the congregation and
the firm with which they are dealing.

A credible business will have no objection to writ-
ten agreements or checking on references. Such
procedures will provide protection for everyone. If a
firm under consideration objects to proper business
procedures, it is likely that a church should not deal
with them.

If a church has become the prey of a swindle, the
congregation should take appropriate legal action.
This will provide the possibility of recovering losses.
But more important, it will protect others from becom-
ing victimized. Such response may also serve as a
deterrent to potential criminals.

Good stewardship demands good business
procedures. Everyone has a Christian obligation to use
the money that the Lord has entrusted to him properly.
Churches have an even greater responsibility for
proper use of the money which has been dedicated to
the work of the Master.

..... had such an important message that the fidgeting and
watch-glancing, and all the other things people do after they
have stopped listening, should be ignored. Nor did he tell
the next speaker or singer who had to cut short his or her
God-given message. £

Persons who habitually ignore time allotments apparent-
ly possess such an ego that they are convinced their messages
are more important than any one else’s. Their needs to be
seen or heard are more important than needs of other
program personalities and more important than the design
of the program as conceived by the program planner under
the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

If there are no time guidelines, one is free to take as long
as he or she desires. If one agrees to speak or sing or make

.other presentations within a time limit, one is ethically

bound under God to stay within those guidelines. If time is
insufficient, it should be worked out in advance. To agree to
a time limit and then ignore it, makes one’s word less than
trustworthy, it seems to us.

" When one can accurately predict that this speaker or
that singing group will abuse the time limits, it is a bad com-
mentary on the offender. — Editor Bob Terry in the “Word
and Way”, Missouri Baptists’ state paper
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Looking at the Lord’s Prayer

‘Hallowed be Thy name’

by Jon M. Stubblefield
(Fifth in a series)

The Lord’s Prayer
contains six peti-
tions (seven if
““deliver us from
evil” is separated
from “lead us not
into temptation”).
The first three focus
clearly on God’s
glory while the sec-
ond three pertain
to man’s needs.
This is the proper
order. If we truly acknowledge God’s
name, kingdom, and will, then we can
pray meaningfully for daily provisions,
forgiveness, and help with temptation
and deliverance from evil.

The first petition affirms, “Hallowed
be thy name” (Matt. 6:9). In biblical
thought a name expressed more than
identity. It signified a person’s nature or
character. God’s name reveals who he is
and what he does, his personality and
his power.

To “hallow” means to make holy,
consecrate, sanctify, or set apart. In form
the verb is an aorist passive imperative.
The full force of the petition is perhaps
seen in the following translation: “Let
(may) your name be hallowed.” This is
not a prayer for God’s name to be made
holy. It already is. Rather, it is a plea for
God’s name to be recognized or

Dr. Stubblefield

regarded as holy by men everywhere.
The phrase, “on earth as it is in heaven,”
should probably be taken not just with
the third petition but with the first and
second petitions as well.

The eschatological tone of the peti-
tion is evident. It points to that future
day when complete reverence will be
given God’s name: “Holy, holy, holy is
the Lord God Almighty, who was and is
and is to come’ (Rev. 4:8, RSV). This is
also a missionary prayer. It reminds us
that we have an obligation to share the
Gospel with a lost world so that all men
through faith in Jesus Christ may come
to know and honor God’s name (see
Rom. 10:13-15). The evangelistic task is
not optional (Matt. 28:18-20). In the
words of Warren Hultgren, “If it is to be,
it is up to me.”

Our society has not taken this petition
seriously. Examples of an irreverent at-
titude toward God abound. For many
people the Lord’s day is no different
than any other day. The sacred institu-
tion of marriage is threatened by an es-
calating divorce rate. God’s name is
profaned in the streets and on televi-
sion. Surely we ought to pray, “Our
Father who art in heaven, may your
name be hallowed — beginning with
me.”’

Jon M. Stubblefield is pastor of
Central Church, Magnolia. -

One layman’s opinion

Daniel R. Grant / President, OBU

Measuring prosperity by garbage

New York garbage collectors are well
paid, | understand, so it is only right to
expect unusual expertise from them.
The Associated Press recently reported
that some of them have ventured into
economic forecasting. They reported
that the total tonnage of garbage col-
lected in New York in 1977 exceeded
the previous year by 6.5 million tons.

Then came the economic analysis:
garbage is a kind of economic
barometer telling whether times are
getting better or worse. A sanitation
department spokesman explained, “In
bad times people don’t buy new things
or throw away the old things, and they
don’t throw away as much food. More
garbage means times are getting bet-
ter.” ,

| suppose this is true, but I am
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reminded of a remark made to me on
the tennis court by Winston Beard,
chairman of the Division of Business and
Economics at Ouachita Baptist \Univer-
sity. | had the good fortune to be ahead
of him in the tennis match so | called out
the score and said, “Is that right?”” He
gave a professor’s reply in saying, “It's
accurate, but it’s not right!” .

Wasting more of the world’s
resources in time of prosperity is un-
doubtedly a fact of life, but it is hardly
consistent with Christian stewardship.
We may need to re-study and re-learn
the Old Testament lessons about
preparing during the years of plenty for
the years of famine. Somehow or other |
just don't feel right in rejoicing about a
record increase in our garbage tonnage.

‘Soap’ altered,
ABC confirms

NASHVILLE (BP) — ABC-TV apparent-
ly has decided to scrub the sexually of-
fensive themes in its “Soap” comedy
series, a move that a denominational
agency here sees as further evidence
that Southern Baptists and others in-
volved in the protest over “Soap’’ have
won a victory.

According to an article in the Dec.
30-Jan. 2 issue of TV Guide, ABC has
dropped its “parental discretion” ad-
visory which appeared at the beginning
of each episode of ““Soap”. Alfred
Schneider, ABC’s vice president for
programming, told TV Guide that the
show’s content has been changed, and
the series will now be a “whodunit
program.”

“The episodes,” says Schneider in the
article, “do not deal with the adult
themes that concerned us originally.”

The Christian Life Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC),
which has been one of the primary
leaders in the ““Soap’’ protest, claimed
victory two months earlier after learning
that ABC had notified its affiliates that
radical changes were being made in
ItSOap.Il

In a speech last November before the
Baptist Convention of Maryland, Harry
N. Hollis Jr., the commission’s director
of family and special moral concerns,
said that as a result of grass roots
protests ABC “has pulled away from its
goal to make ‘Soap’ a forerunner of
things to come on TV.”

Schneider’s public statements now
confirm that report, said Foy Valentine,
executive secretary of the SBC social
concerns agency.

Valentine expressed thanks to “every
concerned Southern Baptist who
protested to advertisers, local television
stations and national network officials
about this morally offensive program.”

He also praised editors of state Baptist
papers for their “highly effective” role
in keeping their readers informed on
the entire “Soap”’ issue. P2

“We're glad the medium seems to be
getting the message,”. Valentine con-
tinued. “At the same time, we plead for
continued and now substantially in-
creased local church, family, and per-
sonal efforts to communicate our Chris-
tian moral concerns about television.”

ICH OU'
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Arkansas all over
Wattensaw Church, Lonoke, held or-
dination services on Jan. 22 to ordain
Rick Gates, the church’s minister of
music and youth, to the gospel ministry.
Russell Clearman of Tulsa, Okla.,
delivered the ordination message.

Youth of Mississippi County Associa-
tion held a rally on Saturday, Jan. 28, in
Leachville. Phil Beall, assistant coach of
Blytheville High School, was speaker.
Special music was presented by the
Youth Ensemble of Osceola First Church
under the direction of John Dresbach.

Hardin Church observed Baptist
Men’s Day on Jan. 22 when John Moore,
Sam Hargrave, Bill Werninger, and
Randy Hosman, laymen of the church,
were speakers.

Youth of Ashley County Association
held a rally on Jan. 21 at First Church,
Crossett. The program featured ““The
Hear and Now Singers” under the direc-
tion of Bob Burroughs, a religious com-
poser.

Life Line Church, Little Rock, is plan-
ning an Arts and Crafts Festival to be
held at the church April 8-9. Jim and
Barbara Smith will coordinate the
festival.

The puppeteers of Clear Lake Church,
Blytheville, presented a program to the
Retired Club at the Senior Citizens
Building in Blytheville on Jan. 19.

Men of Jacksonville First Church held
their first breakfast-meeting on Sunday,
Jan. 15. Bill Burnett, a Christian athlete,
was speaker. The Boys Ensemble pre-
sented special music.

The Brotherhood of Calvary Church,
Texarkana, held a chili supper on Jan.
24.]. D. Larey, a lay speaker from Fouke,
was speaker.

Gold Creek Church, Faulkner As-
sociation, held its first meeting on Sun-
day, Jan. 8, in a mobile home that has
been placed on church property,
located on Highway 65. There were 30 in
attendance for the first services led by
H. B. Shirley, pastor.

West Church, Batesville, held ordina-
tion services on Sunday night, Jan. 22, to
ordain Bill Hurley, James Melton, and
Gary Laney as deacons. :

Hillside Church, Camden, observed
Baptist Men’s Day on Jan. 22. Activities
for the day began with a prayer

breakfast with Robert Blann, pastor of '

Calvary Church in East Camden, as
speaker. Men of the church provided
special music for morning worship ser-
vices. The day concluded with an or-
_ dination service in which Don Bird was
ordained as a deacon. £

Senior Adults of Geyer Springs First

Church, Little Rock, held a special
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 24. Harry
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Trulove, president of Arkansas Baptist
Foundation, was speaker. He spoke on
the necessity and preparation of wills.

Men of Central Church, Magnolia,
observed Baptist Men’s Day on Jan. 22
with a breakfast. Laymen of the church
presented testimonies in the morning
worship hour and “The role of laymen
in doing the Lord’s work,” was topic of
the message. Theme for the day was
“Baptist Men on Bold Mission.”

Markham Street Church, Little Rock,
began the “Deacon Family Ministry
Plan” as part of the church curriculum
in January. Bob L. Wright is pastor.

First Church, Paris, will be in revival
March 5-12. Junior Hill of Hartselle, Ala.,

Arkansas all over

briefly

will be the preacher and Glen Blevins of
North Little Rock will lead singing. Wil-
liam L. Kreis is pastor.

Ingram Boulevard Church, West
Memphis, is holding a series of meetings
Feb. 1-5 of special interest to teenagers
and their parents. Don Lonie, described
as the dean of North American High
School speakers, is leading the services.

The annual Brooks Hays Lecture
Series will be held at Pulaski Heights
Church, Little Rock, Feb. 26-28, with
Myron Madden as lecturer. Dr. Mad-
den, Chaplain and Director of Pastoral
Care at Southern Baptist Hospital in
New Orleans, will speak on “The Chris-
tian Faith and Mental Health”.

buildings

Lee Memorial Church, Pine Bluff, on
Jan. 4 voted to build an additional 4,000
square foot educational building.
Completion of the first 2,000 square feet
should be in early summer with the ad-
ditional footage to be completed as
needed. Jack L. Ramsey is pastor.

)
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. A really “moving” church ;
{ !:’Bib’chdr’c’hbuilding has done a lot of movin”in its time. It was moved for the fourth

Cord Church has announced plans to
remodel their auditorium. Remodeling
will include carpeting the auditorium,
the purchase of pew cushions, and
painting of walls and woodwork.
Estimated cost is $3,500. Emmett E.
Powers is pastor.

an

time in its 90-year history to serve as a meeting place for a new Baptist congregation
iin Concord Association. The building was moved 13 miles from Booneville to Blue
Mountain where it will be used by New Briar Creek Baptist Chapel, a mission of First
Church, Booneville. Guy Wade, pastor of the Booneville church, said the New Briar

Creek congregation had saved to buy the building. First Church Booneville and

Concord Association have gotten a loan from the Arkansas Baptist State Convention
to pay for relocation and renovation of the structure. The new congregation had
been meeting in a portable chapel provided by the association.

5
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You don’t have to

There may be something glamorous
about serving as a missionary in a distant
place or setting. Every Christian youth
has dreamed of tramping through the
jungles of Africa or paddling a canoe up
the Amazon to take the Gospel message
to a remote people who have never
heard of Christ, but few dream of doing
something in their own area. Missions
can be fun and you can stay at home
while being involved, claims an
Arkansas director of missions.

It all began as a dream of Director of
Missions J. D. Passmore in early 1976
after he became the missionary for the
Current-Gains Baptist Association. In his
area are several small churches that do
not have Vacation Bible Schools or
youth-led revivals; do not conduct sur-
veys; and do not have an organized out-
reach ministry because of lack of leaders
or finances or both. The need to help
these churches was evident. How to
help was the problem.

Passmore shared the possibility of a
youth team of four young people to
work with him in the summer of 1977 in
an outreach program with the Youth of
the Association as they met in camps,
retreats, and youth rallies.

Four young people responded for
that first summer. Greg Smith and Deb-
bie Vaughan of Pocahontas First
Church, Judy Blevins of Witt’s Chapel,
and Michelle Wiley of Calvary Church at
Corning were trained in Vacation Bible
School clinics, state youth leadership
workshop and in orientation sessions in
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leave home to do
Bold Missions

Greg Smith’s Bold Mission service was in his own association, working with
youngsters in Vacation Bible School, among other projects.

the missions office.

They served for a period of six weeks
in June and July, conducting four Vaca-
tion Bible Schools, three youth-led
revivals and serving as counselors at the
associational camp. In the revivals and
Vacation Bible Schools there were eight
professions of faith. All of them had the
privilege of leading at least one child or
youth to the Lord during the week of
camp.

The first week they conducted two
Vacation Bible Schools, one in the
morning and one in the evening. The
small one room church, the site of the
first school, was running about 35 in

Sunday School. They prepared for 25
children, but by the end of the week 92
enrolled. Thirty of these were in the
Youth Department, and most of these
were in high school. Their teacher was a
young woman who is a senior in high
school. Three boys made professions of
faith and attendance averaged in the
seventies for the week,

One of the youth team wrote in her
evaluation of the program: “I learned so
much about kids, how to motivate them,
how to recognize and respond to their
needs, also how to adjust to a variety of
situations and work with limited
materials. My great joy came in being

-
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directed Youth on
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chelle Wiley, Debbie
Vaughn, Greg Smith
and Judy Blevins.
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‘My great joy came
in being asked by
two of my girls at
camp how to be
saved. All of the ex-
the
summer were worth
it just to be able to
lead them to
Christ.”

periences of

asked by two of my girls at camp how to
be saved. All of the experiences of the
summer were worth it just to be able to
lead them to Christ.”

The four team members were able to
stay at home and serve. They received
$20 a week plus car expense from the as-
sociation. Each church where they
served took a love offering for them.
With what they received from the As-
sociation and the churches they
averaged $40 plus per week.

They each proclaimed that the money
was not important. Some turned down
summer jobs that would have paid
more. Most are planning to serve again
this year.

Current-Gains association is planning
an expansion of the program. This year
they want eight high school juniors and
seniors, age 16 and above serving in the
program’. They will form into two teams
and will be involved in Vacation Bible
Schools, ‘“Back Yard Bible Clubs”,
youth-led revivals, religious surveys,
youth camp, and other mission outreach
programs.

The association plans to Pa 2 the
salary to $30 per week plus mileage for
the one driving the car. Churches will
be expected to take a love offering for
the team if they use them.

Interest is great and the problem may
be too many wanting to serve. Early in
January they had six applicants.

“Every Association has such needs as
ours”, Passmore says. “Youth on Mis-
sion can do the job in our Bold Mission
Outreach and stay at home.”

February 2, 1978
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Woman's viewpoint

Prescription for insomnia

Have you ever had a night when you
had difficulty falling asleep or else you
were awakened in the night and could
not seem to doze off again? Well, what
do you do? Count sheep? Rehash the
day and all its problems? Or do you take
tomorrow moment by moment and
become overly concerned about the
potential trouble there? How will you
ever get to sleep now?

A dear 90-year-old saint in Florida
(who wanted me to call her Lenora,
because there weren’t many friends left
who called her by her first name) told
me her secret for sleeplessness. When
such an occasion arose she would lie
there and think of all the Bible verses
that begin with the letter A. When she
could think of no more that began with
A, she would move on to B and so forth
down the alphabet as far as necessary to
drift into drowsiness again.

| recommend it, because I've tried it.

A—Ask, and it shall be given you;

seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you. (Mat-
thew 7:7)

February writer

Ruth Ann Wade is a pastor’s
wife, homemaker, mother and
substitute school teacher. During
February she will write “Woman’s
viewpoint” from this perspective,
sharing from her own experience.
She is married to Guy R. Wade,
pastor of First Church, Boone-
ville, and is the mother of two
sons, ages 11 and 13. Mrs. Wade, a

B—Be anxious for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known unto God.
(Philippians 4:6)

C—Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest. (Matthew 11:28)

D—Delight thyself also in the Lord;
and he shall give thee the desires
of thine heart. (Psalm 37:4)

E—Effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.
(James 5:16)

F—For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have
everlasting life. (John 3:16)

Those are just a few suggestions to get
you started thinking. Ho, hum. Which
verses would you have chosen? How far
down the alphabet could you go? . . .
Sweet Dreams!

native of El Dorado, holds the
bachelor of science degree from
Quachita University at Arka-
delphia. She teaches young mar-
ried adults in Sunday School and is
approved by the state Sunday
School Department as a worker
with adults. Her interests include
sewing, cooking, and crafts of all
kinds.

([ New subscribers:
Church

Hicks First, Ashdown |
First, Junction City
Holly Island, Rector
First, Altus

First, Ash Flat

First, Delaware

New budget after free trial:  Pastor Association
Excelsior, Greenwood Charles Van Pelt Concord

New Hope, Pollard Leonard Williams Current-Gains
Pleasant Valley, Trumann Frank Hendrix Trinity
Dollarway, Pine Bluff Haskell Orrick Harmony

Pleasant Ridge, Greers Ferry  J,C. Veerser Little Red Rivero:-*
Boswell Don Phillips Rocky Bayou
Dolph Manuel Macks Rocky Bayou
Delbert Garrett Little River
Loy Garner Liberty

" Paul L. Seegraves Current-Gains
David Morris Clear Creek

O. I. Ford
Don Corbitt

S

Rocky Bayou
Concord-Dard.-Russ. :
i

o P B T R
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Late in 1975, First Church, Harrison,
had its house committee do a complete
study on the church’s repair needs. The
committee determined that it would
cost approximately $100,000 to put the
church plant in good condition. Some
suggested that the church relocate.

Pastor Carroll D. Caldwell then ap-
pointed a long-range planning commit-
tee. Upon completion of their work, the
congregation was offered two options
— either to remain at the present site or
to pursue plans to relocate. The con-
gregation voted to relocate.

After additional study the church
voted to purchase a 30-acre tract of land
approximately one mile from the Court
House. “Our church’s new location,”
Caldwell said, “will still allow us to be a
downtown church and yet it will
provide adequate space for any future
needs. In our present location we are
completely land locked.”

Another major decision made by the
congregation was to raise as much
money as possible toward the construc-
tion of the new church plant. The ser-
vices of an outside fund-raising firm
were secured.

Major committee members were
enlisted for the fund-raising effort.
Caldwell said, “The response of our
people was excellent. Not a single
person contacted for a major committee
responsibility refused to serve.”

Approximately 35 men were secured
to go into the houses of every resident
member and distribute a brochure on
an upcoming revival and the church
fund-raising effort. In each home a team
member led in prayer.

The effort was to make the program
more spiritual than financial. Robert
Burdine, spiritual emphasis director for
the campaign, said, “Serving in this
program is probably the greatest bless-
ing | have received during the four years
| have been a member of this church.
The greatest blessing was the privilege

of leading in prayer in the homes of our .

church members.”

The highlight of the effort was an all-
church banquet, paid for out of the ex-
penses of the fund-raising program.
Reports were given and pledges were
turned in at the banquet which ex-
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Harrison First raises over $600,000,

ceeded the church’s minimum goal of
$250,000.

The church continued to receive
pledges during the month of June
which, when they were all in, exceeded
the maximum or “Hallelujah Goal” of
$500,000. The church has now received
over $606,000 in pledges and has
$220,000 cash in hand. The pledges are
to be paid out in three years. The cam-
paign, emphasizing “Equal Sacrifices,
not Equal Gifts,” brought pledges rang-
ing from $1 to more than $100,000.
““Many people who have made no
pledge are giving for our building
systematically,” said Caldwell. “Others
say they will more than double their
pledges. | believe our church will ex-
ceed $700,000 by the end of the three-
year period.”

Church leaders feel that the fund-
raising program has been very beneficial
to the church. Richard Hudson,
chairman of the building Steering Com-
mittee, said, “This program has brought
our church family closer together
spiritually.”

Dale Taylor, campaign director, said,
“The key to success with Baptists is to,
present needs in the proper way and ask
them to pray about the matter. Our con-
gregation has done this and the
response has been magnificent.”

Bennie Ellis, promotion director, said,
“This effort did a great deal for our
church because it had many of our peo-
ple working together for a common

‘cause in a spirit of prayer.” :

The total project cost will be 41.5 mil-
lion. The new sanctuary seating 650 peo-
ple and the education building caring
for 550 people, will be located on a 30-
acre tract of land.

The second phase, to be constructed
at a later date, will expand the sanctuary
o a seating capacity of 1,000 by use of a

‘balcony and calls for the construction of

an additional education building to care
for another 500. Plans call for the con-
struction of a Family Life building as a
third phase. g

Construction was begun in October,
1977, and it is estimated that the

“building will be completed by the latter

part of this year.

R e
Carroll Caldwell is pastor of the Har-
rison church.

The fund-raising program will enable
the congregation to relocate and con-
struct the new church plant. The con-
gregation had $100,000 in hand when
the fund raising program was begun,
and the present church plant has been
sold for $250,000. Caldwell said, “It is
very possible that we will need to bor-
row less than $400,000 to complete our
new facility.”

Caldwell believes that the future of
First Church is bright. “The growth of
Harrison is very stable,” he said. “There
are a number of fine Southern Baptist
churches in our town, but all of us have
been land locked. All are very close to
their maximum potentials with their
present facilities and space. A Baptist
church in our community has the
responsibility of providing necessary
space and facilities to reach people.

“Our new facilities,” Caldwell con-

‘tinued, “will enable us to major on

quality as well as quantity. Our church
will be able to provide a choice of
programs, particularly on Sunday eve-
ning. In this way we should be able to
meet the needs and interest of many dif-
ferent kinds of people.”

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE




tarts new church plant

BELOW: Members of the Building Steering Committee were (from left) Ben-
nie Ellis, Dale A. Taylor, Richard Hudson and Robert Burdine.

RIGHT: W. J. Moore, 105-year-old member of the church, attended his third
groundbreaking for the church when they turned the sod for this new
building. (ABN photos)

-

The winter term for the Little Rock Winter term schedule
Center of the Boyce Bible School will

begin Feb. 10, which is one week later  Fri. 6:00-7:55 p.m. —MS 6103 (1) The Bible & Missions
than planned, and they will have a new  Fri. 6:00-7:55 p.m. —NT 6241a Interpreting Matthew
member of the faculty. Freddie Pike, as-  Fri. 8:00-8:25 p.m. —Assembly (All Friday students)
sociate for youth work with the state Fri. 8:20-10:15 p.m. —OT 6224a (1) Interpreting lsaiah
convention’s Sunday School Depart- Fri. 8:20-10:15 p.m. —NT 6041 (1) N.T. Survey (Gospels)
ment, will teach a course on Vacation Fri. 10:20-11:15 p.m. —FE 6001b Field Education

Bible School. ]

Other teachers for the term, which Sat. 7:45-9:40 a.m. —OT 6224h (1) Interpreting Amos
still runs through April 1, will be W. T. Sat. 9:45-10:10 a.m. —Chapel (All Saturday students)
Holland: ivator sof thé <chool. and * 2at: 10:15-12:10 (Noon) —RE 6144 Vacation Bible School
Raymon,d Coppenger. E Sat. 12:50-2:45 p.m. —NT 6243b Interpreting | Corinthians

The classes meet at Central Baptist
Hospital at 12th and Wolfe Streets, Little
Rock. Parking is provided and a
cafeteria is located in the building.
Overnight lodging is available free for
Friday nights to a limited number of stu-
dents. Courses cost $15 each up to three
courses or a maximum of $50 tuition per
student. Textbooks are available
through the Baptist Book Store.

Prospective students may contact Dr.
W. T. Holland at 60 Warwick Rd., Little
- Rock 72205, or at 227-9324.

Paul Malcolm Holt (center) is the sec-
ond student to receive a diploma from
the Boyce Bible School through the Lit-
tle Rock Center. Holt is pastor of Third
Street Church, Arkadelphia, and is a

; junior at Ouachita University. Dr. Hol-
land presented the certificate to Holt
Jan. 20 and had one for his wife, Belinda,
for her help.

February 2, 1978

Boyce Bible School Center adds teacher for winter term

Holland
Coppenger

Coopenger
Holland
Holland

Coopenger

Pike
Holland
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Your state convention at work

Stewardship

A bigger pie

Carl Bates, pastor of the First Church
Charlotte, N.C., and former president of
the SBC, had a terse comment when he
looked at economic realities. “The real
problem is not how we cut the pie,”” he
said, “the problem arises from the small-
ness of the pie itself.”

The comments came as Bates looked

at the Cooperative Program pie. He felt
Baptists should major on enlarging the
pie by bold stewardship. Bold Mission
Thrust, whether in the local church or
the Convention, waits on the individual
believer.

Warren Hultgren, speaking at the
convention in Kansas City said, ““If it is to

r

be, it is up to me.” The individual Baptist
asks, “How?”

The pie is larger. Per capita income
keeps going up. Baptists gather their
share from the farms, factories, services,
and offices in Arkansas.

While the family pie gets larger, finan-
cial demands on the family budget also
increase. Inflation cuts into the buying
dollar. Food bills go up. Transportation

March 1978

Looking ahead: Arkansas events

February 1978

Volunteer/Part-time Music Leadership Workshop, Camp Paron

2 Area Preschool/Children’s Workshops, Monticello, First;
Little Rock, First; and Hope, First (Church Training)
2- 3 Music Directors Seminar, Camp Paron
3- 4
- Southern Baptist College homecoming
5 Share Hope — associational hymn sing
5 Baptist World Alliance Sunday
5-10 Religious Emphasis Week, Southern Baptist College
6-10 Christian Focus Week, Ouachita Baptist University
6-10 Associational training schools (Sunday School)
12-18 WMU Focus Week
12 Race Relations Sunday
14 State Vacation Bible School Clinic,
Pulaski Heights, Little Rock (Sunday School)
17 GA Day Camp Workshop, West Memphis, First
18 GA Day Camp Workshop, Jonesboro, Central
18 Youth choir festivals, Immanuel, Little Rock, and
Little Rock, First
19-22 Home Mission graded series study (WMU)
23 GA Day Camp Workshop, Little Rock, First
23-24 Ouachita Baptist University church music workshop
24-25 Regional Library Clinic (Church Training)
Little Rock, First
28 GA Day Camp Workshop, Ft. Smith, Immanuel
27-March 1 Pastors Planning & Leadership Seminar,

DeGray Lodge (Church Training)

1- 3 Directors of Missions Retreat
3-4 Handbell Festival, Arkansas Tech, Russellville
5-12 Week of Prayer for Home Missions &
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
6 Northwest District Bible Drills & Speakers’
Tournament, Rogers, First :
7 West Central District Bible Drills & Speakers’
Tournament, Paris, First
9 North Central District Bible Drills & Speakers’
Tournament, Melbourne, First :
10 Central District Bible Drills &
Speakers” Tournament, Benton, First
10-11 Baptist Men’s Meeting, Little Rock
12 Home Missions Day.in Sunday School
12-19 Youth Week !
13 Southwest District Bible Drills & : 2 igha
Speakers’ Tournament, Hope, First
14 Southeast District Bible Drills &
Speakers” Tournament, Warren, First
16 Northeast District Bible Drills &

Speakers’ Tournament, Central, Jonesboro

Y\ costs keep increasing.

Taxes will take a larger share of the pie
in 1978. A new Social Security bill
touches paychecks before they leave
the office. Increased pay scales move
wage earners into higher tax bracKets.
After repeated efforts, some citizens
vote themselves higher local taxes.

After watching repeating assaults on
the budget, families question their
ability to increase their offerings. The
church’s slice may remain the same, or
in some instances, decrease.

It takes more than a New Year’s
resolution to increase gifts. It takes firm
commitment, Somewhere a believer has
to decide that he will excell in the grace
of giving. Once a commitment is made
to Biblical stewardship, the believer has
established a principle for dividing his
economic pie.

Two brothers fought over one piece
of apple pie. The wise mother asked one
to cut the pie and the other to take first
choice. The pie was divided evenly.

Christian families do the dividing on
their budgets. Those who follow the ex-
ample of the Macedonian believers
enlarge the percentage of their gifts to
the church. This in turn, enables the
church to expand its local and world
mission gifts. — James A. Walker,
Secretary of Stewardship

Correction

Because the ABN received in-
correct information, an item on
page 7 in the Jan. 19 issue did not
properly identify Millard F.
Marion, who died Jan. 3. Marion,
who had been caretaker of the
state assembly grounds, was a resi-
dent of Louisiana. The omission of
the state left the impression that
the Marion family lives in an
Arkansas town of the same name.
Their correct address is 804
_/ Franklin St., Mansfield, La. 71052.

Page 10
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Church Training

Two important events

Recently, pastors, staff members and
Church Training directors received
some information about two important

for all ages. The adult book is The
Doctrine of Man by William Hendricks
Books are provided for other ages as

matters. May | take a moment toremind  well. Plan now to observe Baptist
you of these? Doctrine Study in your church. For
Baptist doctrine study more information, write the Church

The week of April 17-21 is Baptist
Doctrine Study week in our convention
This offers an excellent opportunity to
provide some indepth doctrinal study

Training Department.
Summer conference centers
Now is the time to make reservations
for pastors, Church Training leaders,

Youth choir festivals
Feb. 18

Sponsored by Church Music Department
Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Senior high and
combined youth choirs
Iimmanuel Church, Little Rock

Schedule:

9:00 Registration and room assignment
9:30 Adjudication

11:00 Dismiss for lunch

1:00 Mass rehearsal

2:25 Worship program

2:45 Dismiss

James Woodward

Oklahoma Baptist University
Shawnee, Okla.

* % % %k % %k %k * k¥ X X %X X X

Junior high and
beginning youth choirs
First Church, Little Rock

Schedule:

9:00 Registration and room assignment
9:30 Mass rehearsal

11:00 Dismiss for lunch

1:00 Adjudication

2:15 Worship program

2:45 Dismiss

- Don Wright

High School Choral Director
Fayetteville

Please send registration to Church Music Department
P.0. Box 552, Little Rock, Ark. 72203

Registration nudllnc Feb. 8

February 2, 1978

staff members and youth groups at
Ridgecrest and Glorieta. The Church
Training Department will charter a bus
to the Church Training Leadership and
Youth Conferences at Glorieta July 29-
Aug. 4 and at Ridgecrest July 8-14.
Watch for more information soon. —
Robert Holley

. Bold N2
Mission 5

ACTS 1:8

WMU HOTLINE

(205) 251-0830

Hello, Hotline:
What's Doing in WMU?

BIRMINGHAM, AL —For the cost of
one three-minute direct-dialed tele-
phone call to Birmingham, Alabama,

a caller can hear a taped message of
current happenings in Woman'’s
Missionary Union. Carolyn Weather-
ford, executive director of Woman's
Missionary Union, Auxiliary to Southern
Baptist Convention, will share latest
WMU facts and figures during the
month of February. Messages will be

’ changed every Monday.

The WMU Hotline, in its second
year, is provided in connection with
WMU Focus Week, February 12-18.
Calling the Hotline is recommended for
groups and individuals observing
WMU Focus Week. The number to call
is (205) 251-0830.
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Arkansas couple works on first education

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast An Arkansas
nary couple was in charge of

[ g the first Theological Educa-
tion by Extension (TEE) manual to be
prepared and printed by Baptist Publica-
tions here. The manual, “Sermon
Building” by Paul Gericke, is a French
translation prepared for use in Fran-
cophone Africa (French-speaking West
African nations) and other French-

yroducir

language countries.

First in a series of 36, the manual
represents several years of Strllggh‘ and
eftfort, according to Greta (Mrs. D.
Edwin) Pinkston, a Southern Baptist mis-
stonary in Ivory Coast and native of Har-
rison. Her husband, a native of Crossett,
was designated to do the work by the
Francophone Conference of Baptist
Missions in West Africa and began the

Pastor’s Planning
and Leadership Seminar

Feb. 27-March 1
DeGray State Park Lodge Arkadelphia

Monday-Wednesday

Seminar topics

® | eadership that helps
the church understand and
implement its mission

® An appropriate leadership
style for the pastor

® Personal planning: a key to
effective ministry

® How to manage conflict

e Understanding my leadership
strengths and how to build on them

Seminar leader

A\

Walter Bennett
Consultant
Church Administration Dept.
Nashville, Tenn.

Sessions
Tuesday
8:45 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Wednesday
8:45-11:45 a.m.

Monday
1:00-9:00 p.m.

For additional information and registratio “
Write or Call e e

Church Training Department
Arkansas Baptist State Convention
P.O. Box 552
Little Rock, Ark. 72203
(501) 376-4791
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manual

manual in the fall of 1974. Work was in-
terrupted by the death of a translator in
Paris, France, who was helping.

Work began again after Southern
Baptist Missionary Buddy V. Norville,
coordinator for Baptist Publications in
Francophone Africa, arrived in lvory
Coast and secured a new translator to
work on TEE manuals as well as on
several Sunday School and cor-
respondence course books.

While Norville was on furlough, mis-
sionaries J. Larry Cox, Barbara (Mrs.
James H.) Lassiter, and journeyman Bet-
ty Kay Abell completed the manual.

For the final stage, several mis-
sionaries, two office employees, and
several national Christians formed a
long assembly line in the living room of
the Coxes’ home to assembly pages,
staple, and bind more than 300 copies,
says Mrs. Pinkston.

Agency board officers
These three Baptists are the 1978 officers
of the Board of Trustees of Arkansas
Baptist Family and Child Care Services.
They are Emil Williams, president, pastor
of First Church, Jonesboro;’ fack Lovell,
vice-president, from Ozark; and Mrs.
Helen Snarr, secretary-treasurer, from
Monticello.

Pray for these dedicated servants of
the Lord who give of themselves so
faithfully in this ministry. — Johnny G,
Biggs, Executive Director, Arkansas Bap-
tist Family and Child Care Services.
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International Lesson

God’s action in history

Psalms 105:1-11, 43-45
The title of our

lesson arouses in-

terest in that it

speaks of God and
what he is doing or
did with lIsrael.
When we think of
history we think of
official docu-
ments, but really
for us as Christians,
history is the un-
folding of God’s
plan for the world. The Bible is a history
book. The Psalms are history in poetical
form. The inspired writers have given us
history to anchor our faith and to learn
facts that we may know what to believe.
We also have biblical history to give
praise and glory to God.

A call to thanksgiving
(Psalms 105:1-6)

Here is a request for God’s people to
lift voice in praise to our Lord and thank
him for his mighty deeds. Israel could
honestly thank God for direction,
sustaining power, for life, and for the
nation all of which was God’s work
among them. The people of Israel had
much to be thankful for even as we to-
day. The psalmist urges us to call on the
name of the Lord as we give thanks. This
is calling on God as Jehovah God. When
we, his people, honestly call on him we
can be assured that he is ready to hear
and to answer.

We are directed to “‘make known his
deeds among the people.” Here is
Thanksgiving, but also here s
evangelism. If we are his then there is
laid upohi us the necessity of proclama-
tion. ““Tell the people” is our command.
Note the word “people” is plural and
indicates the necessity of telling the na-
tions of the world. We are to tell his
deeds and what they are. Yes, his works
are many, but for we Christians, the

Dishongh

greatest thing God has done is give his |

son for us. Thanksgiving then is saying
“Thank you God for giving me life eter-
nal”, or “Thank you God for sending
your Son.”

Thanksgiving takes on the form of
praise. “Sing unto him” is saying that
our singing is not just for men to hear,
but is for praise to God. In other words
the singing is not for show but is for
praise or for worship and when we sing

February 2, 1978

God’s praise with an awareness of him in
heart and mind we truly worship

The suggestion glory in his
name.” How can we as Christians glory
in anything less than God? There are
idols in this world and religions that are
fashioned by men but what are they
when compared to God and the fellow-
ship he offers to all who are willing to
respond to his invitation. We have cause
to rejoice, but note in that same verse
the rejdicing is done by those who seek
the Lord. One does not drift into close
fellowship with God. This fellowship
becomes a reality when we desire to
have it and pursue it. If we seek, he
reveals himself. He rewards those who
seek him (Heb. 11:6) and Jesus told us
that he would not turn any away who
come seeking him (John 6:37). We seek
the Lord for the joy of being his child,
but we also seek that we may have life
and strength that comes from no other
source. Dedication to God leads to an
inward joy and even though Christians
ought to have happy faces that reflect
Jesus there may be times when this joy
will be reflected in an.inward assurance.

The psalmist appeals to us to
remember God'’s works. This is right for
we are not to look at Israel’s ac-
complishments, or our own achieve-
ments, but rather to what God has done
through Israel and through us. This
Thanksgiving was also because Israel
was the seed of Abraham and heirs of
God’s promise. How could they fail to
remember this blessing? How can we
fail to remember his blessings upon us?
Israel was chosen of God, but not
because of her goodness or greatness,
but rather out of God's free mercy, thus
the choice was not to privilege only, but
rather to 'obedience and service. Our
position as Christians is not because of
our goodness, but because of God’s
race. We are not only privileged to be

15 to

is children but also we !\ave respon- .

sibility in service.
A call to renewed faith
(Psalms 105:7-10)

The God of the universe is Israel’s
God. The Canaanite nations worshiped

The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for
Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are
by the International Council of Religious
Used by permission.

by W. W. Dishongh, pastor,
First Church, Cerjt_r»yv_

Feb. 5, 1978

Gods of stone, each nation choosing a
pagan diety for their own. Israel did not
choose a God out of many Gods, rather
the God of heaven chose them. They,
because of this, could praise God for his
faithfulness to his covenant

The relationship God had with Israel
was based on the covenant that God had
made and that they had accepted. God
does not forget, he remembers forever
In the same fashion that God
remembered his covenant with Israel he
remembered the new covenant that was
ushered in through Jesus Christ. The
word says (Acts 2:39) “The promise is to
you and your children, and to all that
are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call.” Just as the first cove-
nant was made with Israel, the second
one embraces all nations.

Today we have God’s promise of
salvation in Christ. God will not turn
away any who call on him, and as (Rom.
8:31-39) says nothing can separate us
from his love. Too, we have the as-
surance of security in him for the word

says “nothing can pluck us out of the

father’s hand.” What wonderful as-
surance we have. This assurance really is
a covenant relationship.

A call to obedience
(Psalms 104:43-45)

Our lesson text leaves out verse 12
through 42 of the psalm, however here
the psalmist describes the wonderful
way God moved among the people of
Israel from their settlement in Egypt to
the giving to them of Canaan. God’s
faithfulness to his promise brought
them to observe his statutes and keep
his laws. This relates to our position in
that just as Israel’s entrance into the
promised land was a positive call to
obedience; our redemption obligates us
to obey his law.

Conclusion

Our lesson is all about God in history,
but the acts of God did not cease at the
close of the Old Testament. God'’s acts
there were preparatory steps for the
sending of Christ, and Christ did in
person, God’s works. We need to
remember his acts on our behalf for in
so doing we will strengthen faith and
deepen gratitude. Let’s praise God for
his acts in history for history would have
little meaning if God were not a part of
the history.
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Life and Work Lesson

by C. W. Brockwell

Little Rock

The secret of fruitful living

John 15:1-12, 16-17

As | write this les-

son series, | have
before me three
amazin ictures
g P l" =
- N\
e
= -

taken from space. e *¥e
One is a marble- .
size view of earth as
the Apollo 8 Space-
craft orbited the
moon. Another is a

full view of earth ’
showing a great

deal of Africa and Brockwell
the Asian mainland. This was taken from
the Apollo 17 spacecraft on its way to
the moon. The third picture is a closer
view of earth from about 18,000 nautical
miles away as viewed from the Apollo 16
spacecraft. The United States and Mex-
ico are clearly visible. The point is this:
an untrained eye viewing these
photographs for the first time would not
know whether life existed on earth or
not. All that is visible is land mass,
clouds, and water. But an expert could
analyze these photos and determine the
possibility of life. Yet he still would not
know for sure that life did exist until
closer examination was made.

As you get closer to earth then rivers
and mountains and buildings and cars
and finally people become visible. Upon
landing you then would discover a
swarm of people nearly three billion
strong. What are all these people doing
here? Where are they going and what
are they trying to accomplish? Were you
to ask each and every one, the same
answer would be given though each
would express it in a different way.
Everyone is searching for meaning and
purpose to life. We all want to ““add a lit-
tle to the woodpile” before we leave
this planet in death. But how, is the
three billion dollar question.

The apostle John recorded the answer
to this question and it is available to
everyone. This amazing secret came out
of a conversation Jesus had with his dis-
ciplesjust before dying on the cross, |t
was entrusted to a handful of men some
2,000 years ago. They received it, not to
keep it, but to share it. Now that we
have received it, we too must pass it on
as quickly as possible.

The secret of fruitful living is union
with Christ. There, now you know. Mil-
lions have found it to be true from trial
and success. It is a spiritual law as real as
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the law of gravity in the physical world.
It works because it is of Godly origin and
has been validated by the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s
Son.

What then is this union with Christ,
which is the secret of fruitful living?

Know where you stand

Perspective is all important in the
Christian life. We are so earthly oriented
by necessity that we sometimes lose
sight of the fact that we are actually
spiritual in origin and purpose. At some
point we must let Jesus Christ substitute
his life for ours because he is the vine —
the giver and sustainer of life. The Chris-
tian remembers that he is dependent
upon Christ.

Are you willing to accept Christ’s at-
titude toward people? Are you willing to
submit to Christ’s discipline? Are you
available for service to Christ?

Consider what Jesus said about prun-
ing, for example. The disciples were a
gangly bunch of branches growing
around Christ. When you look at them
as a group they bear little resemblance
to the purpose and mission of Christ.
Yet that is typical of a tree or a vine in
pruning. It looks awkward. Yet in due
time it grows into a beautiful thing and
bears its proper fruit. @

Jesus pruned his branches (disciples)
by his teaching. He brought the truth of
God to bear upon their attitudes and ac-
tions. At first they were not aware of the
power of his teaching until the Holy
Spirit made those words come alive in
their hearts. Then their lives took on the
same direction and purpose of Christ.

Now the Spirit of Christ uses the same
method today. The Word of God
drastically prunes the barren areas of
our lives and we grow into the likeness
of our Saviour. Are you learning his
Word, absorbing his Word? The Chris-
tian remembers to depend upon Christ.

Stay with tﬁe plan

Satan has lied to you. He has said that
since you were ‘‘saved” several years
ago, you can now do what you wish. If
you were to follow those directions you

would soon be useless in God’s

This lesson treatment is based on the Life and Work

by The Sunday School Board of the Southern
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by n
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kingdom. And "“uselessness invited dis-
aster” (Barclay).

Remember how it was in the begin-
ning? You accepted Christ in faith and
you experienced his power so greatly
that you attempted great things in his
Name. Well, the Christian life has not
changed; you have changed. Christ’s
game plan for living remains intact. Stay
in fellowship with him and you may ask
anything in his Name and he will give it
to you.

Now analyze what you have been ask-
ing for. Has it been related to Christ in
any way? A vine only has one desire —
to bear fruit. It wants to grow strong so it
can produce more fruit. God wants to
strengthen your physical, mental and
social life but it is to be so you can bear
fruit for him. God wants to prosper your
health and finances so you can bring
glory to his Name. Men will think of
God when they see you and you will be

-greatly blessed also.

Keep Christ at hand

Communication is the master key to
all of life. This is true in business, in
family living, in world politics. It is es-
pecially true in spiritual things. You
must stay in touch with God. Jesus knew
and followed his Father’s will because
he stayed in constant touch. How much
more do we need to stay in touch with
Christ!

Jesus revealed something to his disci-
ples that would help them keep their
minds upon him. He said: “Ye have not
chosen me, but | have chosen you, and

‘ordained you . . .” (John 15:16a).

~ Remember this! Lay it down into your
subconscious so that every thing you do
will grow out of it. Living by this great
truth will make you grateful and loving
and that is the fruit you are to bear.
“These things | command you, that ye
love one another” (John 15:17).

“We are chosen for lovel We are sent
out into the world. to love one another.
Sometimes we live as if we were sent
into the world to compete with one

-another, or to dispute with one another,

or even to quarrel with one another. But

- the Christian is sent into the world to

live in such a way that he shows what is
meant by loving his fellowmen’’
(Barclay).

Thank you, Lord, for the secret of
fruitful living!
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Sunday Church Church
Hwy. 65. South Church School Training addns.
Alexander, First 77 7
Co way Ark Alpena, First 1: s 4
ADQ.RRRA Ar RDQA.R17 Ash Flat. First 62
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WORKSHOP Danville, First 174 44 k)
Des Arc, First 164 84
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Ouachita Baptist University First 1188 3
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Trinity 13 35
Fouke, First 82 56
Gentry, First 115 55
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Greenwood, First 304 156 3
Eugene Butler, :an;plgn, First 120 62
o ardy, First 58 19
choral, composition Harrison, Woodland Heights 82 3
s Hope, First 243 88
William J. Reynolds, Hot Springs, Park Place 9 s
Hughes, First 161 52
hymn O’Ogy Jacksonville, Second 17 42 3
Jonesboro
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. . Nettleton 256 17
Chlldren ’S ChOlrS Lavaca, First 24 120
. Little Rock
Douglas Stmth, Crystal Hill 9% 4
. . Life Line 313 N 2
instrumental music Martindale @ »
Wakefield 38 22 2
Malgt;\:lia, Cenllral 551 199 5
Melbourne, Belview 94 3
FM TURES Mulberry, First 199 129 4
. . Murfi
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Mt. Moriah 48
packet North Little Rock
Reading session P, g A
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Small interest groups P 55 SR
- East Side 287 138
Instrumental music for B T
Pine Bluff
the ChuI'Ch Centennial 107 39
East Side 13 60
% » Lee Memorial 209 79 5
For further information, southSide. 23 1
please contact Fidng ! Sopa B
Dr. Paul Hammond First 53 150 5
Immanuel 420 106 7
Box 710 Russellville
2 > 2 g First 485 104 3
OQuachita Baptist University ialis A %,
Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71923 Soringrale. ’e 3
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246-4531 Ext. 146 Eimdale ® s
First 1329 6
;enrkana, Shiloh Memorial - ns 78 1
‘an Buren, First 417 161
Vandervoort, First 32
i\ % N / ' wes( Helena, Second 9 134
ooster, First 107 al
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ITTLE GIANT

The name (0 remember for
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES
WATER HEATERS |
SPIRES —CROSSES 9
———————7 KRINKLGLAS J
Ve | WINDOWS

\ n ,”
\ L\ | 7~ Church credit plans available.
¥ Free colored brochure

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO.
Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630

Phone: 713-883.4246

Little Rock departures
Dan Dipert Tours

Deluxe Motorcoach and Air
Grand Ole Opry & Opryland, March 31-April 2, and July
14-16, 3 days;$150
Florida Funfest, May 4-11 8 days, $365
Washington Cherry BI April 13-20, 8 days, $385
“Flesta Time in Old San Antonlo”, April 20-24, 5 days
$225
Hawallan Adventure, June 6 or Aug 1. 14 days, lour
islands, From D/FW, $995; From Little Rock, $1,089
New England Fall Follage, 8 Litle Rock departures
starting Sept. 20, 11 days, $510

Price Includes Everything But Noonday
Lunch

Write or Call for Our 1978 Tour
Catalogue or Detailed Itinerary on Any
Above Tour, or See Your Travel Agent.

In Little Rock, Contact

Peters Travel Agency
2813 Kavanaugh 501/666-0242
Headquarters for complete travel advisory

ASSORTED SWEET ONION PLANTS

500 plants, $7.95, 250 plants, $5.95, 150
plonts, $4.95, all postpaid. FREE instructions
and tested recipes.

TEXAS ONION PLANT CO.
FARMERSVILLE, TEXAS 75031

PEW CUSHIONS

Comfort and beauty. At prices your
Church can afford.
For free estimate contact
. FLOWERS MANUFACTURING, INC.
P.O. Box 587, Keene, Tex. 76059
Phone: A-C 817-645-9203

16-day Bewitching Balkans tour

Features. Write Today: r. Cecil Sutiey, 0.8.U., Arkadelphia, Ark. 71823.

June 8-23. Yugoslavia, Greece, Bulgaria, Romania. Limited party — Experienced Escort — Special

FREE CATALOG

O Steeple Kits (Do It Yourself)
O Baptistries & Steeples

O Stained Glass

O Wall Crosses

O Baptistry Heating

O Complete Accessories

O Carillons (Mail coupon today)

Custom Fiberglass Praducts e

P.0. BOX 101
MOUNT JULIET, TENNESSEE 37122

(615) 758-5904
0 Send me your free Catalogs

Church.
Name
Address
City State Zip.
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Foreign mission briefs

LOME, Togo — A Baptist student
center was opened here recently by
Southern Baptist missionaries Mr. and
Mrs. W. Rex Holt Jr. During the first
three weeks, the center registered 230
students, each of whom was told about
the meaning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. All received a copy of the gospel
of John and related study aids. The
center has reading and study rooms
equipped with Christian literature and
cassette tapes. As a part of the center
program, Christian films are shown and
the students participate in Bible study
groups and recreational activities.
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LUANDA, Angola — The president of
the Angola Baptist Convention, Adelino
Manuel Chilundulo, returned recently
from a visit with Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries Mr. and Mrs. Curtis L. Dixon in
Portugal. He is working with the Dixons
in plans to ship 3,000 Bibles here for use
in Baptist work.

MANILA, Philippines — Baptist
churches are beginning to see new peo-
ple in their worship services, people
who made decisions for Christ during
the Billy Graham crusades held at the
end of November. Churches
throughout the area have followed-up
on the decision cards that were filled
out during the crusade and have invited
the new converts to nearby churches.
More than 22,000 public decisions for
Christ were made, 13,500 of which were
professions of faith.

Page 16

New Israeli law may mean

trouble for Christians

JERUSALEM (BP) — The Israeli Parlia-
ment has passed a new law that could be
“misused in restricting religious liberty
in Israel,” according to the United
Christian Council (UCC

The law, making it a criminal offense
to offer material inducements for con-
version to another religious belief, is
based on the “myth” that Christians
bribe people to join their religious com-
munity, said Southern Baptist represen-
tative Robert L. Lindsey.

Southern Baptists serving in Israel
have representatives on the United
Christian Council which registered of-
ficial protest of the law. In addition,
Southern Baptist representatives met
with the director of the Ministry of
Religion. Lindsey reported that meeting
was good, although ‘“strong words”
were exchanged.

“The offering of material induce-
ments for conversion is totally unethical
and has never been a part of our mis-
sionary effort,” said ). D. Hughey, the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board’s administrator for that area. “The
only danger is that false accusations may
be made.”

The chairman of the United Christian
Council, Naem Ateek of the Evangelical
Episcopal Church, said he knows of no
Christian group in the country that
engages in such practices.

In Israel, changing one’s religious
beliefs means moving from the com-
munity and breaking many
relationships. ““The theory is that
ncbody would change unless there
were advantages in doing so,” Hughey
said.

Southern Baptist representatives and
other evangelical groups encourage

new Christians to stay within their own
community.

Lindsey said wording of the law is
quite vague. Punishment for one offer-
ing “unfair’” inducements can be as
much as five years in prison plus a fine
of 50,000 pounds. The one taking the
bribe faces up to three years imprison-
ment and a smaller fine.

Considering the ambiguity of the law
one UCC member protested that an “in-
nocent act of charity” given to a person
interested in learning about another
faith could be considered “unfair in-
ducement.”” Baptist representatives
were also concerned about the possible
harassment of persons who had already
become Christians.

One parliament member who pushed
for passage of the bill assured Christians
that it applied equally to Jews seeking to
convert Christians to Judaism. Ac-
cording to lIsraeli figures, about 500
Christians convert to Judaism annually,
primarily for purposes of marriage.

Lindsey said the secular Jewish com-
munity was also unhappy with the law.
The head of the Israeli Secularist League
denounced the law as a “‘charter for
persecution of Christians.”

However, the most objectional
wording of the bill was in the introduc-
tion which was not made a part of the
official Knesset (parliament) record. This
section accused Christian missionaries
in Israel of offering “huge sums of
money” to “ensnare the souls’” of the
poor.

The bill was originally intended to
stop all missionary activity, but was
changed in the interest of religious

- liberty. It was introduced by Rabbi

Yehudah Meir Abramowtiz of the ultra

£ :
New subscribers:
Church Pastor Association
New budget after free trial:
Oakland, Pine Bluff Bill McGraw Harmony
State Line, Winthrop Larry Darnell Little River
Mill Creek, Hot Springs Norris Garner Central
First, Grady Alan T. Tucker Harmony
Hagarville Ira L. Taylor Clear Creek
Central, Dyess Charles E. Sandusky Mississippi
Twin Lakes, Little Rock Johnny Jackson Jr. Pulaski
Stanfill, Jacksonville Roy Stillman N. Pulaski
New Bethel, Floral C.D. Lockard Little Red River
Woodson Lee Lewis Pulaski
Elliott, Camden Gene Pritchard Liberty
Mt. Zion, Greenwood Virgil Lemons Concord
Lexington, Clinton Danny G. Brown Van Buren
Chambersville, Thornton Farrell R. Russell Carey
Bradley None Southwest Ark.
& Genoa Marvin G. Cain Jr. Southwest Ark. .

orthodox Agudat Israel Party.
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