Ouachita Baptist University
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita

Vaught Sermon Notes: Hebrews W.O. Vaught Archive

8-13-1978

God's Dwelling Place

W. O. Vaught
Ouachita Baptist University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_hebrews

b Part of the Biblical Studies Commons, and the Liturgy and Worship Commons

Recommended Citation
Vaught, W. O., "God's Dwelling Place" (1978). Vaught Sermon Notes: Hebrews. 57.
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_hebrews/57

This Sermon Notes is brought to you for free and open access by the W.0. Vaught Archive at Scholarly Commons
@ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Vaught Sermon Notes: Hebrews by an authorized administrator of
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact mortensona@obu.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_hebrews
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vaught_archive
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_hebrews?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_hebrews%2F57&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_hebrews%2F57&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1188?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_hebrews%2F57&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_hebrews/57?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_hebrews%2F57&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu

—

GOD'S DVELLING PLACE

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF HEBREYIS Dr. W. 0. Vaught
NUIBER 61 Immanuel Baptist Church
HEEREWS 9:1-2 Little Rock, Arkansas

These next two chanters set up a contrast of shadows and reality. One
of the main words in the llosaic Law and in the structure called the
Tabernacle is the word "Don‘t.” The veil to the Holy Place and to the
Holy of lolies said, "Don't--You cannot enter.” The only ones vho
could enter those places were the Levitical nriests and the great High
Priest is the only one who could enter the Uoly of Holies. It took
the High Priest seven days to prepare himself for entering that holy
rlace, You can see what a temptation this would be to the priests.
ithy not just take a peep behind that curtain? Why not just slip into
the Holy of Holies and see what is there? But the Lord reserved that
place for you and for me, and once Christ died, God rinned that cur-
tain from ton to bottom and said to all of us, “Now, vou may enter.’

Our Position In Christ

This 1s a picture of our position in Christ. Since the very day that
we believed in Christ, we have been in the Holy of Holies. Our Lord
has reserved for us this glorious and wonderful relationship. %We are
in his presence all the time, once we have accepted him by faith. The
most humble believer in the Church Age has this nrivilege which was
reserved in the Age of Israel for only the great High Priest. The key
to these two chanters is found in Hebrews 10:1 so let us turn there
for a moment and see that verse.

LEBREWS 10:1 "For the law having a shadow of good things to come,
and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices
which they offered year by vear continually make the comers thereunto
perfect.” This verse begins with the explanatory narticle gar and is
translated "for.” WNext we have ho nomos and this refersto the llosaic
Law., It is a divine authorizing agent, and the Mosaic Law gave the
authorization for the Levitical priesthood and the environment under
which the priest would function. It would deal with ritual and sha-
dows., But remember this--the shadows to them were just as real as the
recality is to us today. The loly of olies was forbidden to everyone
sxecept royalty. But Jesus Christ dwelt in the liolvy of Holies. Once
Christ died on the cross the curtain came down and that sacred place
became available to every believer of the Church Age. This idea will
be further exnlored in verses 7 through ¢ of this tenth chanter.

Next we have “the law having" and the word for "having” is a present,
active, participle of echo. It means the lMosaic Law always had this.
The next word is "shadow.”™ 1In a sense we still have that shadow, for
the Mosaic Law is in the Bible and is a part of the background of our
Christian living. This word for “shadow” is skia and it means a sha-
dow in contrast to reality. It isn’'t the reality itseclf, but it noints
to the reality. WNo reality, no shadow. There has to be reality for
there to be a shadow. Christ is the realitv and the lHosaic Law is the
shadow. So the liosaic Law is the authorizing agency for these things.

(I refer you to a review of The lMosaic Law at this »noint in Paper No.
52, pages 5 and 6.) :
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flow when you are dealing in shadows vou have a lot of don‘ts. T'/hen
vou deal with reality the systems are on ¢o all the time.

Jdext we have the words “of good things”™ and this is the »lural of
agathos. It means things that are alviavs nrofitable thev have in
trinsic value. If you are a Leliever, vou can never ke a loser., NoO
way to te a loser if vou are a Christian. You are on the winning side.
Tae prizes you receive are nermanent.

Tne blocks that confront us

1. The criterion block.
This is the refusal to accent the Zible as the absolute criter-
ion for your life. (Don't accent exverience, or ernotion, or
what peonle say--Just accent the Iible as authority.)

39 ]

.  The ignorance block.
This means vou don't know doctrine and therefore you don'’t know
how to appro-riate it. (1 Cor. 6:19) The body is the temple of
the Zoly Spirit and when vou are in fellowship, then the iloly
Spirit controls your life. Once you are a believer, the roly
Spirit never leaves your body. The old sin nature indvells the
soul kut the ioly Cririt indwells the body.

3. The volitional hlock.

This is the one who accepts the 3ible as authority but refuses
to submit to the teaching of Scrinture.

Hext in this verse we have the words “to come.”™ And this is a present,
active. particinle of mello. This is what we call a futuristic pre-
sent, so certain it is contemplated as having already happened. The
good things to come are Lible Doctrine which is about to come into your
life. £o thus far, we have in this verse, *For the law nossessing a
shadow of coming good things.” The words "not the very image” is the
accusative singular of eikon. The real thing is Christ on the cross

and in resurrection and in ascension. That is the real thing. "0Of the

things‘ is from progma and it means events. These events refer to the
events of your life.

HJow we will go back to Hebrews 9:1 and rick up the message. In chanter
nine we have this outline- -

Verses 1 l1ll- Shadows of the Tabernacle.

Verses 12~14- Bhadows of the blood.

Verses 1l5-23~~Shadows of the Testament.

Verses 24-~28 --Shadows of the appnearances.

Here in verse 1 we begin with the shadow of the Tabernacle.

HEBREUS 9:1 "Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of
divine service, and a worldly sanctuary.” The Tabernacle and later on
the Temple was the center of Jewish worship. Someone divided this
chapter at the wrong place for this verse is a continuation of verse
13 in the previous chanter.

Wle have a series of particles men oun kai and should ke translated
"Even so therefore." Next we have the Zirst’ from he prote referring
to The Mosaic Law. Next we have tie imperfect, active, indicative of
echo. It means that all during the Age of Israel the Mosaic Law was
the basis for their divine service. £o we can translate this "used to
have". WNext we have "ordinances” from dikaioma and this means regula-
tions for worship.
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This "used to have" suggests that things have novw changed.

Christ changed Saturday as the day of worship to Sunday. He cbanged
the specilized priesthood to the roval rriesthood of every heliever.

He changed special days so that every day is a special day to the be-
liever. ack there everywhere you moved, vou saw ‘don't.” )
Jext we have “a worldly sanctuarv. The words are to te hagion kosmnion
And it means something on the earth in contrast to the heavens. It
means "a sanctuaryv belonging to the world.”

So a corrected translation of this verse is--"Even o therefore the
first (llosaic Law) used to have reculations for worship and its sanc-
tuary. its tabernacle was right here in the world.

1. The shadow is something real on the earth that could be ssen o )id
human eyes. That Tabernacle was real and no one could miss sec:
ing it. But it was a shadow denicting heaven. It was a visual
aid to teach them that we will abide in Cod’s Tabernacle forever
and forever,

2, ieaven is the true Tabernacle, bhut not the actual Tabernacle of
Israel. You and I have never scen the third heaven. 3ut heaven
is more real than this Tabernacle in the wilderness. “"hile we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporal: but
the things which are not seen are eternal.”

God and Heaven cannot ke seen, but we know their reality throuch
doctrine.

3. The Tabernacle of Israel was an authorized building. God gave
the exact specifications. Spirit filled men built it. It pro-
vided the focal point of worshin. “There did they put it? Uot to
one side, as if it were not imnortant. Put thev »nut it richt in
the center of evervthing. Sacrifices were made right in front of
the Tabernacla. There was one person who lived permanently insick
the Talernacle and that person was the Lord Jesus Christ. Ie
lived in the ioly of Holies. Royvalty lived there and people were
supposed to stav out. If vou tried to enter that nlace, you were
dead. Only the HMigh Priest, after seven days of prenaration,
could go in there once a year. “ut once the disnensation of the
church came, that curtain came do'm. From ton to bottom it was
ripped and the Age of Israel was over. At that moment the royal
family came into existence. The sanctuary now is your bhodv.

[i>-9

The actual Tabernacle on earth was a shadow and a nicture of the
work of Christ in salvation. A =icture of the strateqic victory
of Chrisi with promisc of sup:r grace for uvery roval family -
membor who would take it.

5. Since the Tabernacle was declared to be God's dwelling place,
only Jesus Christ dwelt there to depict the =rincinle of grace
(Exodus) 25:1-9)

6. The regulations nortrav many spiritual truths, doctrines, func-
tions, actions. A promise of coreater things to come and bless-
ings for those who derived nertinent doctrines from the shadows.
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7. The Tabernacle was a way to teach doctrine and the princinles
related to grace.

8. The analogies often referred to the priesthood. The functions
of the Levitical Priesthood nointed to the coming of the Royal
Priesthood of the Church Age. You will see an occasional ana-
logy for this »urpose.

The fact that the priest stopned at that curtain indicated that in the
future something bhetter was coming. 2 veil to keep out indicated that
one day it was coming down so we could go in to ketter things. The
moment Christ was glorified, down came that curtain. “then vou die vou
will go to the Holy of Holies.

HEBREYS 9:2 "For there was a tabernacle made: the first, vherein was
the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread: which is called the
sanctuary.” The seven stated feasts depict the whole history of Israel
and the plan of reden tion end alsn “he 2istory of Israel and the

=1

iaxch Age and the Millennium., Let us look at this for a moment.

Christ The Firstfruits

Look at a list of the Jewish Feasts.

1. THE PASSOVELR. One day-On April 1l4th

2. UNLEAVENED BREAD. A week - Began on Apnril 15th (1 Cor. 5-7)

3. FIRSTFRUITS. One day - April 18th (Always on Sunday)

Now 50 days go bv. Forty davs and he ascended
Ten days until Pentecost.
(Look at Leviticus 23:15-156)

-9

PENTECOST June 8th - also alwavs on Sunday.

THE CHURCH AGE TAXES PLACE

5. THE TRUMPETS. November 1, Leviticus 23'24 (Regathering)
6. ATONEINENT. iHovember 10 (Yom Zippur) (Leviticus 23 27)

7. TABERUACLES November 15 - Lasted 7 Days
This pictures the Millennium.

This is a picture of Israel's history.
hey sang Psalm 118 twice a vear-~ -at Fassover (The Cross) and at
Tabernacles (The reign of Christ).

The ritual for the spirituwal life is gone, once Christ came. All of
the holy days were gone. 2Animal sacrifice was gone. Doctrine had re-
placed all these things. T1ie do not celebrate anvy of these events.
That was a part of the Age of Israel. The Jews have been set aside in
order that Jesus Christ might buil® his own roval family. Tradition
and ritual has been set aside so the Church Age can bhuild the body of
Christ.
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The Jewish Tabernacle and Temple were the greatest teaching aids that
ever existed in history. Prior to the printed Vord of God, this is the
way God had to get out his message. The-Tabernacle was the basis for
the teaching of doctrine to Israel, prior to the coming of Christ and
the Church 2Age. Each article in the Tabernacle, from the badger skin
on the top to the white walls of the outer curtain, all the keautiful
colors of the curtains, this was their ®2ible for over 570 vears. In
verse one we had the words to hagion kosmikon, the sanctuary of the
world. This second verse begins with the particle "gar"” and it is to
explain the furniture in the Tabernacle. "There was made” is an ao-
rist, passive, indicative of kataskeuazo and it means to construct.

A tabernacle was constructed.” This is a constantive aorist and it
gathers up all the time that was used in constructing this beautiful
Tabernacle. Skene is the word for Tahernacle. "He prote” are the
words for "the first"” and this meang the holy nlace.

OQutside was the brazen altar for the sacrifice and the lavre was for
the washing of the »nriests. Inside the holy place was the lampstand,
the shewbread and the altar of incense.

ie have here the word “candlestick” but it should be "lampstand” he
luchnia for they contained oil and wicks. This was not a candlestick
but a lampstand. The lampstand spealks of Christ, the Light of the
World. This speaks of Christ the living word, just like the shewbread
will speak of Christ the written word.

NIUBTEEN POINTS ON THE LANPZTAND.

1. The golden lamnstand is described in great detail in Exodus
25:31~40 and Exodus 37:17-24. Every detail of this golden lamp-
stand is ever so important. It stood, as you enter the holy
place, on the left hand side oprosite the table of shewbread.
(Exodus 492:24)

2. The original construction tells us that a talent of pure golad
was used for its construction. It was hammered out in this form.
Only the mercy seat and the lampstand are of pure gold. The
artisans who worked on these things were filled with the Holy
Sririt the Bible says.

3. There was a central shaft and three shorter branches on each
side of the central branch. Bach bhranch had a bowl for oil and
a wick.

4. It was theonly light in the holy nlace just like the shekinah
glory was the only light in the Holy of llolies.

5. The light from the lampstand revealed a scene of real beauty. It
represented Christ as being the only source of understanding God.
The priest would come into the holy place and the light would let
him see many things. Christ's light lets us see many things
about God. Only through Christ can we see what God is like. It
made it possible for the priest to see the table of shewbread

and the altar of incense. All this spoke of Christ. Christ is
the key to everything.
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Only the priest could enter in and see this beautiful scene and
he could interpret it to the peonle. This is a forecast that
in the Church Age every heliever nriest would see Cod revealed
in Jesus Christ. We have the comnleted Canon of Scripture that
lets us see God.

This illustrates also how the unbeliever cannot see the glory of
God and the beauty of Christ. This only comes through knowledge
of doctrine.

As we see God through Jesus Christ we then come to understand
the meaning of the gospel and this lecads us on to maturity.

The golden lampstand is a shadow or tyne of union with Christ.

John 15:5 "I am thevine, ve arc the branches."” Christ is that
central stem and the branches are all in union with the vine.
“I in you and ye in me.” 1 Cor. 12:12 portrays the branches in

relationship to the main stem. 1 Cor. 12:13 tells us we are in
union with Christ.

Six is the number for man in Scri~ture and stands for imcompler-
teness. Seven is the rerfect number., Six lamns represent hum-
anity, completed bv the seventh. This is a nicture of union

with Christ, and we are completed vhen we are convertad.
(Col. 2:10)

To portray in shadow form the royal family of the Church Age,
each branch is not only joined to the central branch, hut each
is joined to the other to show thz unity among believers. Our
unity is based on regeneration. It the moment we are all en-
tered into union with Christ, we are told to "love the breth-
ren”, and this is one of the results of that union with Christ.
(Romans 12:4 and 5)

All six branches are lower than the central branch to remind us
that Christ is the head of the church and the source of our
light and power. Aside from him we are nothing. Ile is the Xing
of Rings in the royal family.

The central shaft is the source of all light for Christ is the
light of the world. (John 8:12, John 1l:4, Luke 1:72) He not
only reveals God but he reveals the way to God.

The six branches give light bhecause the royal family in the
Church Age is to give light. Jesus said, "I am the light of the
world"” but immediately after that he said, "Ye are the light of
the world.” Jesus was the source. e pass the light on.
(Ilatthew 5.14, and 5:16, Enhesians 5:2) %e renresent the true
light., That lampstand hurned in the Tabernacle for 500 vears
and in the Temnle for 1000 vears, reminding the Jews of this.
You can look at the lamnstand and Fknow that your life has nur-
pose and you are in full~time Christian service.
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The value of the lampstand is based on the talent of pure gold
from which it was made. A talent of gold would be worth more
than $20,000.99. In these inflated times it would be worth a
cuarter of a million dollars.

The value of this lampstand was enhanced after it was hammered
and shaped. The beating of the gold represents the cross and
the suffering that was necessary for the light to be produced.
The gold was hammered into something useful and meaningful. Made
into the lampstand, the gold had far greater value. Christ was
maximum value but he is now bringing many sons to glorv and this
nmeans the value of his kingdom is greatly increased. Never look
at the lampstand without remembering the source of your light.
Also remember that you are of unlimited value to God.

The gold represents the Deity of Christ which was present at the
time Christ was crucified. The hypo-static union was a reality
when Christ died. (Isaiah 53:5 and 10) Christ was shaped into
something meaningful by the beating of the cross. The six bran-
ches are in the nrocess of heing comnleted in the Church Age.
WHEN THEY ARE COIPLETED, THE LAI'PSTAND WILL BE LIFTED UP INTO
ITS PROPER PLACE INTO HEAVEN. The Rapture of the Church will
bring this about.

The cross brings something of greater value into history. The
talent of gold was alone until the lampstand was constructed but
it became seven lights after it had been hammered into shane.
Christ was alone on the cross but now he has multiplied hinself.
This is the basis of the nermanent roval family.

One Son left glory to bring many sons into glorw. (Hebrews 2:9-14)
This is also protrayed by the oil in the lamns. The light burns
through the filling of the Holy Spirit. Every day the nriest
had to come in and trim the lamp of the burned wick so0 it would
continue burning. That burned wick was trimmed off and put into
the golden snuff box which refers to the Lord's memory and the
basis of our reward in eternity.

Mext in this verse we have "and the table." The word is trareiza.

la

2b

The table is described in Exodus 25°23-~30, Exodus 37:19--16 and
Laeviticus 24:5-9,

The table was made of wood plated with gold. The accasia wood
was the foundation and was overlaid with gold. It nictures the
unicueness of Christ.

There was bread on the table. This table speaks of Eible doc-
trine by which we come to know the love of Jesus Christ. Couldn’t
have bread unless there was a table to put it on. Doctrine is
ours bv the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Cor. 2:16 says
the Bible is the mind of Christ.

The table was located on the north side of the holy place, facing
the golden lampstand. (Exodus 40:22)
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5. Around the edge of the table was a crown--a molding of gold
which extended all around the table to keep the bread from fall-
ing off. This crown reminds us of the eternity of the ord of
God. DBible Doctrine abides forever, it cannot be destroyed.

6. The bread was called Shewbread but the Hebrew says, "Bread of the
face.” Bread of the presence. Dible Doctrine nortrays to you
what God is like. It is the bread which shows his face. This
bread shows us how we come to know God.

7. The bread was made from fine flour, describing the perfection of
the character of Christ. Therefore Christ is gualified to be
our high priest, our XKing of Kings.

8. The absence of leaven in the bread is a reminder of the virgin
birth. Christ was born without a sin nature and without the
imputation of Adam's sin.

9. The baking of the bread with fire is a nicture of the cross. His

suffering nroduced the bread, and when we eat it, we have life
forevermore.

10. Putting the bread on the table was accomnanied by offering franlk-
incense in the golden bhowls. This is a picture of the fragrance
of Christ and how he satisfied the hiagh demands of God.

11. The eating of the bread by the rriest is a nicture of the be-
liever priest in the Church Age eating dailv from the Word of
God. The priest ate the bread and was sustained. As we eat
Bible Doctrine, we are spiritually sustained.

12. No lener could ever eat the shewbread. (Lev. 22:4) And this

neans that no reversionist can take in Bible doctrine and »ro-
£it From Ik

13. No stranger could eat the bread according to Lev. 22:10. This
is the unbeliever and h€ cannot understand doctrine.
(1 Coxr. 2:12)

14, The shewbread cost the priest nothing, and this is a picture of
salvation by grace. Salvation costs us nothing. -

15. The twelve loaves of bread renresent the twelve tribes of Israel.
All of these were on one table and God meant for there to be
unity among those tribes. The thing that brought unity to them
was Bible Doctrine. Unity is always based on’ the perception of
Doctrine.

Next our verse says, "And the shewbread” he rrothesis ton arton.

The prothesis of the bread means "bhread that is planned. It means
the way of thinking of the bread. The twelve loaves on the table
represent God's way of thinking. The bread was never seen without the
light shining on it. The bread renresents RBible Doctrine and you must
c¢at it. No understanding of Bible Doctrine apart from personal faith
in Jesus Christ. So this means "The believer eats of the way of think-
ing bread.” Bible doctrine is the spiritual food for the believer
priest of the Church Age.
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Next we have the word "which" from hostis and it means which category

of things and this is a present, passive, indicative of lego. It means
"is designated."”" This tabernacle was designated to be understood. The
word for sanctuary is hogia and means "The holy nlace.”

S0 this verse correctly translated says, "For the first tent was con-
structed in which there was both the golden lampstand and the table of
the way of thinking bread which category is designated the holy place.”

All of this was shadows. 'le now have the reality. Behind these sha-
dows is the reality, and the reality has come in Christ. This was a
special message to those people who were stilldabbling in shadows.
what a tragedy it is for roval family members to still be dabbling in

shadows. This verse is a great challenge to us to come from shadows
to reality.
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