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DON MOOR£ 

It had been almost 
five yean since I had 
been asked to preach 
a commissioning ser
vice for Karl and 
Thelma Weathers. 
School teachers in 
the Earl schools, they 
had received the call 
of God to go as missionaries to one of the 
most troubled spots on the canh. With two 
chUdrco, approximately 11 and 12 years of 
age, they left to make thdr home in Beirut, 
Lebanon. Before the first term of service 
was completed, our governmem ordered 
the missionaries to lea\'e Lebanon. Some 
were moved to Gan. 

G222 is 25 miles long by seven mi les 
wide. Forry percent of that land is utilized 
by Israel to house their security and utili · 
ty facilities. In the other 60 percent live 
700,000 people who must try to raise some 
food :rnd susuin their livestock. Barbed 
wire fences keep the people incarcer.ucd. 
Frorri 7 p.m. until 3 a.m., anyone ventur
ing out of their home omo the streets is 
shot for vio lation of the curfew. 

In this setting there are few foreigners. 
In fact, except for a government represen
tative from the U.S., there are onJy 19 other 
foreigners. They are our Southern Baptist 
missionaries and their children. Their 
school age children are separated from 

SPEAK UP 
Woman's Viewpoint 

The Simple Gifts 

PAULINE MCDONALD 

We need not check the 
calendar to realize the 
Christmas season is upon 
us. For weeks streets with 
the profusion of colored 
lights have proclaimed 
that. Stores have been in 
holiday dress so long that 
we arc less dazzled by their 
elaborate displays. Houses 
and lawns arc transformed 
with decorations that rc· 
mind us people love their 
homes and take pride and 
pleasure in making them 
festive at this season. 

Plans arc made for the 
return of family members 
who are away or for hap
py visits to others who wiU 
keep Christmas in their 
own homes. Children arc 
excited, and the day that 
will climax their eager an
ticipation seems too far 
distant. 

Social activities become 
more demanding. Many 
people find their work 
schedules unreasonably 

difficult because 
hurry and impatience that 
seem to pmrall. The threat 
of overspending in order 
to meet established c:xpec· 
tations can become bur
densome. Should we won
der that we fail to rejoice 
as we should at the season 
we commemorate the 
coming of'God's unspc:ak· 
able gift ? 

Sometimes I recall with 
nostalgia Christmases long 
past. My memories li st is 
long: the simple gifts, the 
Christmas tree and special 
service at the village 
church, the program in a 
one room country school, 
ttle family get·togethers 
and neighbors visiting, the 

food bouncy harvested 
from garden and farm, the 
added treat of unusual 
deUciacies that have now 
become everyday fatt. But 
I remember the labor that 
went into the preparation 
and am thankful for to· 
day's comforts and 
conveniences. 

�T�h�e�~� is much dishe:ut · 
ening in the dally news. 
But surely we have cause 
for gratitude and rejoicing. 
Let us hold fast the true 
spirit of Chri stmas. Let us 
find time to cheer :rnd en· 
courage those who haVe 
special needs. Let us never 
be too busy to remember 
why we celebrate this 
season. Let us be sure that 
in our hearts there is a 
special place for the One 
whose coming makes all 
our blessings possible. 

Pauline McDonald is a 
Sunday School teacher at 
West Helena Church. She is 
a retired schoolteacher and 
the widow of a Baptist 
minister. 

them most of the time because of having �~�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�;�-�;�:�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�=�= �=�=�=�~� to be placed in a boarding school in Israel. r 
These missionaries are there because they 
want to ·demonstrate unconditional love to 
a people who have never known a God of 
true mercy and love. 

The 12 percem reduction in support of 
our work there in 1989 has meant the ter· 
mination of almost aU of the national staff 
that works in the school and hospital. Mis
sionary nurses are working 16 to 18 hours 
per day to try to keep the work going. 1\vo 
couples are �e�x�p�~�c�t�e�d� to retire next year. 
Between the retirements and the failure of 
adequate support from Southern Baptists, 
(we have not re2ched our Louie Moon goal 
since 1981), Southern Baptists' witness is 
being severely threatened. 

Heroic missionaries deserve heroic sup
pon! We need to do something really great 
with our Lottie Moon offering prommion. 
We need to increase the percent we give 
in regulae suppon through the Cooperative 
Progr2m. 

Don Moore is executive director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
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Park Hill Baptist Church 
invites you to 

Dec. 18, 1988 6:30p.m. 
Dr. Harold Jones, Director 

Dr. S. Cary Heard, Pastor 
201 East 'C' Street 

North Liule Rock, Ark. 

Buses For Sale or Rent 
1 0 to 29 Passenger 

• Large Scenic Windows 
• Color TV /VCR 
• Reclining Seats 

Call Toll Free 

1·800-423-9826 
Southeastern Bus Sales 

II.S W. Northside Dr., Clinton, MS 39056 
Telephone 601-924·1982 or -1983 
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Satisfy Your -
Hunger for 7futh 

THE DISCIPLE'S STUDY BmLE 
from Holman 
New International Version 

Now Southern Baptists everywhere have a 
Bible designed especially for them. 

The Disciple's Study Bible is a captivating 
work that traces the paths of 27 Christian doc
trines through the Scripture, as told in footnotes 
that undergird every page with new insights into 
ageless truths. 

The New International Version text insures its 
accuracy. And a long list of study features insures 
its usefulness. 

Make your next Bible selectirn significant. 
This one is. 

BONDED LEATHER 
Black 4670-25 
Blue 4670-27 

each, $49.95 
4670-29 
4670-31 

Gray 
Burgundy 

Visit us today or order from your Baptist Book 
Store or Mail Order Center. .. A A A where your satisfaction is guaranteed. 

~BAPTIST BOOK SIDRF.S 

"''""" ~II!U-~~ 
December 15, 1988 

DEN EARLY 

Early Reflections 

Wherever 
He Leads 

As 1988 draws to a 
close, our thoughts 
turn to nc:w begin· 
nings. 

As we think about new beginnings in 
1989, my mind Is almost overwhelmed as 
we look at what God has planned us. 

Several weeks ago, we felt compelled m 
pray, " Lo rd , wherever you lead we'll go," 
not knowing God's plans were already In 
motion . There Is no reason to bore you 
with all the details, but through surrendt!r
ing to the Lord's wi ll , the Earlys will be 
moving west . 

In Billings, Mont., there is a young 
church named Rimrock Baptist where: 70 
members have issued a challenging call to 
become their pastor. 1\vo days before: 
Christmas all of our earth ly possessions 
will be loaded on a van, and we will leave 
Southern Baptist College and the wonder
ful people of Arkansas . 

SBC has continuall y sparked the mission 
· flame in our hearts, while First Church, 
Walnut Ridge, has fed , loved, and challeng
ed us to be all that God wants. 

Arkansas Baptists have inspired, en
cour.oged, and helped us to capture: a vi
sion for our state, the U.S., and the world . 

During these last two years we've receiv
ed far more than we've been able to give. 
We've become comfortable, happy and 
content in our work, yet God was prepar
ing us for one of the greatest challenges in 
our ministry. 

Hopefully, as we look at new beginnings 
in our life, focusing on the words, 
"Wherever he leads,'' we can encourage 
others to grasp a new vision in 1989 for 
their field of service. 

Each day on the campus of SBC we've 
enjoyed Christian higher education at its 
best. Our hearts have thrilled as our BSU 
ranked number o ne in Arkansas because 
they sent so many summer missionaries 
and we've been challenged bcyound our 
greatest expcct:J.tions sharing with students 
as they 've worked through God's direction 
in their own lives. 

We hope everyone will pray in ..1989, 
"Wherever you lead, Father, we will go," 
and then as we receive our marching 
orders, we'll go forth rejoicing. 

Thanks, Arkansas Baptists, fo r caring. 
You 've touched our Jives more than you 
will ever know. 

Ben Early is director of public relations 
for Southern Baptist College. 
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FAITH AT WORK 

The Face of Death 
by Elizabeth Wa .. on 
to.tbwc:lkm IJIIptltt T'Mi)Joak:al ScmJaarr 

FORT WORTH, ToW-carolyn Rober
son looks into the face of death every day. 

As a chaplain for the Communi ty 
Hospice progmn for Saint Joseph Hospltll 
in Fon Worth , Roberson gives spirltual , 
physical , and emotional care to people 
who have less than six months left to Hve.. 

Roberson Is a recent graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, a registered nurse and former 
missionary to Zimbabwe and 
Bophuthatswana. She explained that 
Hospice docs not exist to postpone: death , 
but to help the patient and family live as 
fully as possible. Death is not denied but 
aCcepted and life is affirmed and lived 
more fully as a result , she said. 

" It cm be: a terribly lonely time for pa· 
tlc:nts and thei r families because they are 
trying to protect each other,' ' Roberson 
said. "The family acts as if the terminal 
situation isn't real and the patient choscs 
not to discuss his Imminent death because 
he doesn't want to upset the family. I'm 
there to help them communicate the pain 
and to say, 'It 's okay to talk about death.' " 

Roberson mJnlsters to the patient and 
family as a unit. She works with a bereave
ment counsc:Ung program for familles, a 
service which is offe.red up ro a year after 
the patient 's dcath. The be(OVC.mcnt pro
gram includes suppon groups and In
dividual counseling. Roberson also sends 
personal cards and flowers to families on 
holidays and binhdays of the decoscd. 

" We want them m know we care for 
them and we know those days will be dif
ficult ," she said. 

Patients are usually more accepting of 
their death than an: their bmilics. 

''When I visit patients, 90 percent of the 
time they are the ones who bring up 
spiritual matters and questions about 
death ," she sa.id . " They want to talk about 
God so they can face their death." 

''Many family members accept the Lord 
during the bereavement time because death 
has made them sensitive to spiritual mat
ters;· Roberson said . 

''Death is a universal fact of life. Whether 
o r not it is accompanied by disease, dying 
Is a natural process. Hospice provides the 
dying and their families the dignity of par
ticipating in prcpar.uion for dcath in a way 

Carolyn Roberson cbecJu a patient. 
that is personally satisfying.'' 

"And we learn more about living from 
dying people because their priorities are 
rearranged," Roberson added . 

Plus: Carliss Odom, jim Wilson, john Yarborough, Kelly Green, Fred · 
Lowrey, james Mahoney, johnny Hunt, Rick Scarborough, Tommy 
Phelps 
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Bailey Smith 

Host Church: 

Music by: Mike & Faye Speck, Cathedrals, Karla Worley, Daisy McGrew, 
Singing Americans, Luke Ga rrett 

First Baptist Church, 2012 North State Road Arnold , Missouri 63010- Pas tor Gera ld Davidson 

Nursery Provided For more information call: (314) 287-2342 
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