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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Adolphe Stagg (1834-1914) lived and worked in South Central
Louisiana during the latter two thirds of the nineteenth century and
the first decade of the twentieth century. During a forty year period,
1874-1914 he served as a minister1, private school teacher (1876)2,
Tax Assessor (1877)3, and member of the Louisiana House of Represen-

4

tatives. He served in these posts with distinction, influence, and
honor. To adequately define his contributions to the social and cul-
tural life of the area and to the protestant religious development of
his time, the background of his life and the cultural 1life of South
Central Louisiana in the mid-nineteenth century must be examined.

One evidence of the recognition of his contribution to Louisiana
was the naming of a Baptist association in the French area of Louisiana
the Adolphe Stagg Baptist Association. Successive Annuals of the

Louisiana Baptist Convention made many references to his religious

activities from 1884-1914. The Annual of the 1914 Convention contained

1William L. Stagg, Sr., Adolphe Stagg Life and Work (Albuquerque:
Baptist Convention Press, 1954), p. 29.

°Thid., p. 22.

3Office of Secretary of State, Record of Commissions, State of
Louisiana, Parish of St. Landry, 1877, p. 448.

4Off‘ioial Journal of the First Regular Session of the Fourth
General Assembly, Louisiana House of Representatives, 1892 (Baton

Rouge: The Advocate, 1892), p. 4.
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a memorial entitled "Elder Adolphe Stagg--First Missionary to the French
of Louisiana".5

The official records of the Louisiana legislature of 1892 and 1894
have recorded his assignments on committees, his voting record, his pro-
posed legislation, and his association with the "0ld Guard", composed
of twenty-two members of the Louisiana House and Senate.7 The tax
Assessor's report of 1877, as recorded in the Report on Public Education

for the State of Louisiana, and The Opelousas Courier from 1877 through

1880 reflected his service in that field.8 The record of his oath of
office and appointment indicated that his occupation was that of accoun-
tant.9 His many activities and roles of leadership in these broad areas

of influence were the result of the general acceptance and respect of

his peers.
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this study is to attempt to identify and evaluate
those activities and influences in the life of Adolphe Stagg which con-

tributed directly and indirectly to the social, cultural and religious

SAnnual, Louisiana Baptist Convention, 1914, p. 65.

6Feature article in the Shreveport Times, March 13, 1939.

7Official Journal, 1892, op. cit.; House of Representatives,
Louisiana Legislature, Official Journal of the Fourth Legislature, 2nd
Session, May 1894 (Baton Rouge: The Advocate, 1894) .

8Parish of St. Landry, State of Louisiana, Report on Public
Education, 1877 (Baton Rouge, 1877), p. 177.

9Officia1 Journal, 1892, op. cit., unnumbered page preceding
page 1 of index to bills.



developments in South Central Louisiana between 1870 and 1914. This
study also will serve to substantiate the traditional oral tributes
which have been accorded to Adolphe Stagg. Such a study will provide
a valuéble recorded recognition of those contributions which he has

made, as evidenced by such oral tribute.
NEED FOR THE STUDY

The name Adolphe Stagg has been almost synonomous with Baptist
French missions in South Louisiana for almost a century. Much oral
tradition existed concerning his life. Some people at this writing still
remembered him in his latter 1life, and reported on those recollections
to the writer. Between 1940 and 1968 many had died who had discussed
his life and work with the writer. In spite of all that has been
reported orally concerning the man and his work, a complete, definitive
record had not been made previously. In 1954, one of his sons prepared
a brief biography which emphasized his religious contributions, but
barely mentioned the contributions of other aspects of his life. This
study was undertaken to meet the need for a complete, objective record
of the life and contribution of Adolphe Stagg. Brief references to his
work have been made by writers of Louisiana Baptist history; however,
no complete work has been presented that has adequately discussed the

subject.
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Baptist work in the French Catholic area of Louisiana was often
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referred to as the French Mission work of the Louisiana Baptist Conven—
'tion.10 For over a century Baptist churches in this area were small

and developed slower than in other areas of the state. The reason for
this condition was the dominating influence of the Roman Catholic Church
on those in the area of PFrench ancestry. Adolphe Stagg was born of
French Catholic Creole parents.11 Dudley J. LeBlanc has defined Creole

as follows:

CREOLES.—-The name "Creole" (kre'-ole) originated in the French
colonies, presumably the West Indies. It was the name given to
the descendants of the French and Acadian descendants born there,
to distinguish them from the other settlers of Louisiana. It was
not intended to apply, nor was it ever accepted as applying to
descendants of any other race of people. Some writers contend that
the word was used to denote Spanish descendants. That is obviously
erroneous, since the term "Creole" was in use many years before
Spain assumed control of Louisiana. Other uninformed writers
state that the word "Creole" is used to denote persons of mixed
blood. This is absolutely false, as the word "mulatto" is used
in English, and "mulatre" in French to denote persons with a
mixture of white and negro blood.

In the latter part of the Eighteenth and during the Nineteenth
centuries the Creoles1gf Louisiana were the "elite'" and the most
prominent of the day.

Adolphe Stagg was married in the Roman Catholic Church. During the

early years of his marriage, his older children were baptized in the

10Anna Thurman Pate, The Incense Road (New Orleans: Bible
Institute Press, 1939), p. 10.

11W. E. Paxton, A History of the Baptists of Louisiana f?om.
the Farliest Times to the Present_(St. Louig: C. R. Barns Publishing

Company, 1888), p. 231+

12Dudley J. LeBlanc, The True Story of the Acadians (1932),

ps 19.



3 He spoke both French and English fluently.

Roman Catholic Church.
When he was about thirty-six years of age, he broke completely with

the Catholic Church.14 Because of his Catholic background, a Baptist
leader in the Louisiana Baptist Convention referred to Adolphe Stagg

as the "opening wedge" in French mission work in the Louisiana Baptist
Convention.15 At the time he became a Baptist, only eleven Baptist
churches were in the area now included in St. Landry, Avoyelles, Acadia
and Evangeline Parishes of South Central Louisiana.16 Because of his
identification with the majority of the native population, being of a
leading family of the area, he was "a natural' for pioneer mission work

17

in the developing South Central Louisiana area. The ravages of the
War between the States and the revulsion at the developments of state
government during the reconstruction period served to form a backdrop
for his call to public service in the Parish tax assessor's office and

the State Legislature.18

13Baptism Book IX (St. Landry Roman Catholic Church, Opelousas,
Louisiana, 1829-1862), pp. 117, 170.

14

Stagg, op. cit., p. 17.

15John Caylor, In Evangeline's Country (Atlanta, Georgia:
Home Mission Board, S. B. C., 1954), p. 20.

16Paxton, op. cit., p. 228.
17 .
Caylor, loc. cit.

18John Hope Franklin, Reconstruction After the Civil War
(Chicago: The University Press, 1961), p. 3.




SCOPE OF THE STUDY

Certain delimitations have been necessary in order to concen—
trate with proper emphasis upon the subject of this thesis. These
delimitations are as follows:

1. This study has been necessarily biographical in nature. It
has applied to a man whose life was affected by conflicting forces of
family loyalty and inner compulsion.19 This man in some respects was
ahead of his time.zo A period of social change which demanded tremen—
dous adjustments in culture, business and politics has been considered.
This study was concerned with those changes only as they influenced
Adolphe Stagg and as he contributed to some of the changes in specific
ways.

2. Adolphe Stagg has been compared with his contemporaries,
and in this sense, this study has been concerned with the groups and
individuals with whom he was associated.

3. Only those periods of state government in which he was in-
volved have been considered. This necessitated a cursory consideration
of some actions antecedent to his service in the legislature, such as

the Louisiana Lo-l:tery.g’I

19S‘tagg, op. cit., p. 25.
2OIbid., pe 19.

21First Louisiana Legislature, First Session, Acts Passed by
the General Assembly, State of Louisiana, Act 25.




4. French missions in South Louisiana have been considered in
detail during the period of his lifetime. TLater developments and
current status have reflected his contributions but have not been given
exhaustive treatment here.

5. The Civil War period was considered only as it directly re-
lated to the life and actions of Adolphe Stagg and his family. His
campaigns and service have had to be inferred and assumed, due to the

lack of definite data upon which to detail his wartime experience.
SOURCE MATERIAL

William L. Stagg, Jr., a grandson of Adolphe Stagg, and Myrtle
Stagg Agaisse, a granddaughter, have made available numerous letters
and other materials which were used by the late William L. Stagg, Sr.,
in preparation of his work concerning his father.22 Other grand-
children who remembered him have recorded, especially for this study,
their personal recollections of their grandfather.23 Past experiencé,
personal knowledge and memory of the area has been relied upon by the
writer for some of the descriptive sections of this study. Photofax
copies of official records from the Louisiana State Archives, the
Office of the Secretary of the State of Louisiana, and the Office of

the State Superintendent of Education of Louisiana have been obtained.

228tagg, op. cit., pp. 1-64.

23Correspondence: from Katherine S. Love; Correspondence:
from A. M. Stagg; Correspondence: from L. E. Stagg. These persons
are grandchildren of Adolphe Stagg.



Official records of baptism and marriage have been obtained from the
St. Landry Roman Catholic Church of Opelousas, Louisiana. News
clippings, family Bible records, and property title abstracts have
been studied. Volumes on the War between the States, the French of
Louisiana and the biography of Adolphe Stagg by William L. Stagg, Sr.,

have been examined. News accounts published in The Opelousas Courier

on file in the Louisiana Room of the University of Southwest Louisiana
library at Lafayette, Louisiana, and conveyance records in the St.
Landry Court House at Opelousas, Louisiana, have been examined.
Records of the annual proceedings of the Louisiana Baptist
Convention, and the Louisiana Baptist Association for the period of
his forty year ministry have been checked. Each source has been
evaluated for authenticity and reliability, and the facts recorded

accordingly.
ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

The study was organized under five chapter headings. The
treatment given each chapter has been indicated by the outline con-

tained in each chapter.

Chapter I. This chapter presented a brief preview of the total
study. This included an introductory statement, the purpose of the
study, a statement concerning the need for the study, a brief back-
ground statement, and the scope of the study with specified delimita~
tions. The source materials were briefly described and their origin

stated. Such a description, by no means complete, was given to acquaint
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Chapter IV. This chapter dealt with the call to state service.
During this same period he continued his religious ministry. This
section of the study concluded with an appraisal of the Louisiana State
Legislature of 1892 and 1894, and the enactment of legislation prohibit-

ing any type of lottery in the State of Louisiana.

Chapter V. This chapter was used as a summation and conclusion.
The contributions were identified and evaluated. Adolphe Stagg's
philosophy of government and missions was examined. Comparison with

present day French mission work in this same area was made.




CHAPTER IT

THE AREA DESCRIBED

Description of the area. South Central Louisiana is generally

described as a triangular area formed with Alexandria at the apex with
a line running from Alexandria through New Orleans to the Gulf of
Mexico on the east and a line running from Alexandria through Lake
Charles to the Gulf on the west, and with the Gulf coastline forming
the base. Here the majority of the people are French descendants,

and predominantly Catholic in religion.

South Central Louisiana was the location of the activities of
Adolphe Stagg. The upper section was a part of the Opelousas and
Attakapas District of Louisiana, referred to in the official record
of livestock brands from 1739 to 1888.1 In this region there was
an abundance of bayous. Several of these were navigable during the
lifetime of Adolphe Stagg. Two of these bayous were probably the
ancient riverbeds of two of the main rivers flowing through the state
today. Bayou Boeuf, which originated near Alexandria, Louisiana, and
followed a very crooked course southward and merged with another
stream, Bayou Cocodrie, near Washington, to form Bayou Courtableau
has been reported by soil conservationist Robert D. Stark of

Alexandria, Louisiana, to have been the old river bed of Red River.

1Brand Book for Opelousag and Attakapas Districts (Louisiana

1739~1888).
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Bayou Teche, made famous by Longfellow in his work "Evangeline", which
originated in the present town of Port Barre, Louisiana, and followed a
similar crooked course southward to near the Gulf of Mexico in St. Mary
Parish, just north of Morgan City, Louisiana, was said to have been the
old river bed of the Mississippi.2 Study of maps of the area have shown
that Bayou Teche began in a bend of Bayou Courtableau; therefore, these
two bayous were connectea by this Bayou Courtableau which flowed into

3

the Atchafalaya River below Krotz Springs, Louisiana. Bayou Courta—
bleau was navigated by large river roats until the early twentieth
century. Washington, Louisiana, the center of much of Adolphe Stagg's
activities, was the main port of call on this bayou.4 Bayou Teche has
been navigated by barge traffic from its southern termination to within
about twenty miles of its origin. This navigation has continued to the
present.

Along these bayous the overflow waters have deposited thick
layers of very fertile soil. The elevation of the land near the stréam
is greatest, from thirty to forty feet above sea level, and slopes back
into the wooded areas and swamplands away from the main stream. The

average fall of the elevation from the bayou to the lowest area in the

wooded or swamp area is about seven and one half feet. Much of this

2Statement by Robert D. Stark, United States Soil Conservation
Service employee, personal interview, September 17, 1966.

3Corps of Engineers, United States Army, Opelousas Quadrangle
Louisiana (1956).

4S‘tatemen‘t by Hayden Stagg, a grandson.
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land was subject to flooding before the development of flood control
structures, yet this area contains some of the most fertile land in
the state.5

Ag the thrifty Creole families moved northward and westward into
the Louisiana territory from the New Orleans port of entry during the
latter eighteenth century and early nineteenth century, they settled
along these bayous, cleared the higher lands and developed the planta-
tions on which they raised sugar cane, cotton, rice, corn, and other
agricultural crops.6 The wooded lowlands offered adequate pasturage
and shelter for range cattle and hogs when it was not flooded. The
flood period was usually in the spring of the year. An abundance of
hardwood was found in the forests and cypress in the swamps, providing
lumber for building and wood for fuel. The higher prairie lands just
a few miles to the west of these bayous offered open grasslands for
cattle and horses, and virgin pine forests were only ten or twelve
miles distant from Bayou Boeuf.7

This area offered the industrious population fertile lands,
abundant open range for livestock, abundant lumber for construction,
and an opportunity for expansion. Washington, Louisiana, located only
six miles from Opelousas, the parish seat and main trading town of the

district, developed as a main port near the head of Bayou Courtableau.

5Corps of Engineers, loc. cit.

6LeBlanc, op. cit., p. 79.
1

Corps of Engineers, loc. cit.
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and Roman Catholicism was the dominant religion, an enterprising young
merchantman from the city of New Orleans, the son of a prominent French
woman of that city, found ready acceptance. Such a young man was John
Philippe Gabriel Stagg, the eldest son, and second child of Josephine
Fuselier and Henry Stagg of New Orleans, who came to the Opelousas region

in the early or middle years of the decade of 1820.10 He was the father

of Adolphe Stagg.11
Having come from a French Catholic background, Philippe Stagg
immediately assumed his place in the life of the community. Being an
industrious individual, he established a mercantile business in the
Washington-Bayou Boeuf area of the parish.12 In this business he met a
local girl, Josephine QGuillory, and later married her.13
The growing agricultural region utilized slaves on the plantations
and the planters and prominent families in other businesses owned as many
slaves as they could use to advantage.14 Slavery, agriculture, business,
French Catholic culture have all blended together to constitute the back-

ground and society into which Adolphe Stagg was born. French was the

spoken language, Roman Catholicism the dominant religion, slavery the

1OMarriage Record Book I (St. Landry Roman Catholic Church,
Opelousas, Louisiana, 1826), p. 459.

11Baptism Book V (St. Landry Roman Catholic Church, Opelousas,
Louisiana, 1836), p. 330.

12Correspondence: from E. B. Dubuisson, Opelousas, Louisiana.

13S‘tagg, op. cit., p. 12.

Y1pia., pe 17

PULTY [ mmainy
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general practice, agriculture the basis of livelihood. These factors

were an influence upon Adolphe Stagg.

HIS EARLY LIFE

Ancestral data. In Adolphe Stagg the influences of England,

France, Holland, and America were combined. His ancestral lineage has
been traced back to Thomas Stagg, born in Eﬁgland about 1620. Thomas
Stagg emigrated to the British West Indies, Island of Barbados, and then
from there to what is now the state of New Jersey. On March 27, 1674,
his son, John, was baptized in a Dutch Reformed Church in New Jersey.15
The name "Stagg" and the date "1696" has been inscribed on a stone which
hag been preserved in an old church in Hackensack, New Jersey.ll

John Stagg, referred to above, married Cornelia Verwey, his second
wife, on November 11, 1698. To this union Johnnis was born in 1699.
Johnnis married Hendrektie Hugsman on August 11, 1722. John, born in
1732, was their son. John married Annek Stoutenburg in a Dutch Reforméd
Church in New Amsterdam, now New York City. The merging of the English

and the Dutch in the Stagg family has been shown by the Dutch names, and

the religious affiliation indicated by the marriages.

15Correspondence: from E. C. Randolph, Pier 3, New York, to
Dr. J. J. Stagg, Bunice, Louisiana (in possession of Mrs. Myrtle
Agaisse, Beaumont, Texas).

16Correspondence: from H. D. Wilson, Ruston, Louisiana,'to‘
William L. Stagg, Sr., Pineville, Louisiana (in possession of William
L. Stagg, Jr., Pineville, Louisiana).



17

Henry Stagg, son of John and Annek Stou‘benburg,17

and grandfather
of Adolphe Stagg moved from New York to New Orleans, Louisiana, in pur-
suit of business interests as a commission broker. Taking advantage of
the good relations between the United States and France, shortly after
the close of the Revolutionary War, Henry was active in his business.1
Henry met Josephine Fuselier, the daughter of an officer in the French
Army. They were married in St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans sometime
prior to 1800, probably in the mid-decade of 1790.19 The first indication
of the merging of the French influence with the Dutch and English culture
in the family has been indicated here. Also, the bringing together of
the Dutch Reformed branch of Protestantism and Roman Catholicism has been
seen.

John Philippe Gabriel was born September 14, 1806, in New Orleans,
Louisiana. Henry then returned to New York.20 Three other children were

born in New York, then he returned to New Orleans. This assumption was

based upon a listing of the children of Henry and Josephine Fuselier

Stagg, which indicated that three of the eight children were born in New

York.21

17Personal papers of William L. Stagg, Sr.: Ancestral lineage
chart prepared by William L. Stagg, Sr. (in possession of William L.
Stagg, Jr., Pineville, Louisiana), 1951.

81pia.
19Ruth R. Fontenot, personal interview.

20Personal papers: Listing of family groups supplied by J. J.
Stagg, Bunice, Louisiana (in possession of Myrtle Agalsse).

21Correspondence: from B. B. Dubuisson, Opelousas, Louisiaua,
to William L. Stagg, Sr., Pineville, Louisiana.
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marriage. They made their home and the center of his business operations

in a rural area near the port town of Washington, Louisiana, located on

27

Bayou Courtableau. To this couple sixteen children were born, four

died as children, and one was killed in the Battle of Gaines Mill, Georgia,

on June 27, 1862.28 Adolphe was the fourth child and second son of this

family.29 He stated in an application for Confederate pension that he

30

was born on Bayou Boeuf in St. Landry Parish. William L. Stagg, Sr.,

31

has stated, "He was born at Grand Prairie, Louisiana." Bach of the

above statements indicated that Philippe Stagg lived some distance from

town at the time of the birth of Adolphe on December 17, 1834.32

His education and religion. Living in a rural area, with trans-

portation dependent upon horse or horsedrawn conveyance or water trans—
portation, Adolphe grew up learning the rudiments of agriculture and the
mercantile business from his father. His early education was accomplished
through private tutors in keeping with the customs of that day. Much of
his education resulted from work in his father's business and on the farm.
Anecdotes related by his grandson have indicated that Philippe owned a

number of slaves. At an early age Adolphe became responsible for directing

27Stagg, op. cit., p. 13.

28Andrew B. Booth, Records of Louisiana Confederate Soldiers and
Louisiana Confederate Commands, Vol. III (New Orleans, Louisiana, 1920),

p. 676,

29Baptism Book V, op. cit., p. 330.

30Soldiers Application for Pension (state of Louisiana), p. 2.

31Stagg, loc. cit. 32Baptism Book V, loc. cit.
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the Roman Catholic Church.

His early employment and family life. After attendance at this
36

private school, Adolphe became employed in the mercantile business.
The records relating to his public service in later years listed his

37

ooccupation as accountant. It has been assumed that he was responsible
for the accounting records of his business. His older brother, Louis,
was in business in Washington in 1855. Adolphe was employed in his
brother's business.

While working in Washington, Adolphe met and married Ultima
Carentin on October 27, 1856. This marriage was solemnized in the St.
Landry Roman Catholic Church at Opelousas, Louisiana. Rev. Gilbert
Raymond, pastor, officiated and witnesses were Philippe Stagg, E.
Dubuisson and Octave Fon‘tenot.39 The family of Ultima Carentin had
moved to St. Landry Parish in 1838, according to a statement made by
Cora Pitre, a grandchild of Ultima's first cousin. The headstone on
the grave of Ultima indicated that she was born April 11, 1842. If this

date has been correctly stated, she was born in St. Landry Parish, near

Whiteville, Louisiana, four years after her family arrived. A study of

36Stagg, op. cit., p. 18,

37Official Journal, 1892, op. cit., unnumbered page preceding

index.

38Stagg, loc. cit.

39Record of Marriage, Vol. C (St. Landry Roman Catholic Church,
Opelousas, Louisiana), p. 82.
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several marriage records has indicated that the custom was for girls to
marry at a very early age. Adolphe Stagg was twenty-one years of age,
and Ultima was only fourteen at the time of their marriage. Of the
fourteen children born to this union, only five lived to adulthood. Six
of them, Matthew, Mark, Luke, Bessie, Emilie and Abner, died as infants.
Cora, the firstborn, lived to be seven. Isaac, the third child, died at
age two. Benjamin, the fifth child, lived to be ten. The remaining five,
Robert, Celima, William, Alice and John, lived to be adults and reared
families of their own.40 William, the last survivor, died in June 1962
at the age of ninety—five,41

Adolphe Stagg engaged in farming activities and accounting during
the early years of his marriage. He engaged in a farming project in
partnership with Louis, his eldest brother, prior to his military ser-

42

vice. This venture began prior to 1858. A transaction was recorded
in the conveyance records of St. Landry Parish, dated December 15, 1858,
in which Adolphe conveyed to Philippe certain properties.43 Adolphe's

mother, Josephine, died in 1855.44 He conveyed his interest in his

4OPersonal papers of William L. Stagg, Sr.: Record of children
of Adolphe Stagg compiled by William L. Stagg, Sr.

4

1William L. Stagg, Jr., personal interview.

425tagg, op. cit., p. 17.

43Clerk of Court, St. Landry Parish, Opelousas, Louisiana,
loc. cit.

44Funeral Book II (St. Landry Roman Catholic Church, Opelousas,
Louisiana), p. 69.
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50

Camp Moore, Louisiana, located in Tangipahoa Parish.49 Adolphe and
Paul enlisted at a camp on Bayou Teche in March 1862.51 Phillip en-
listed at Opelousas on September 1, 1862. This occurred after word of
the death of Benjamin at Gaines Mill, Georgia, on June 2752 had been
received by the family.

Adolphe did not leave a record of his wartime experiences.53
Company A, 2nd Louisiana Cavalry, was listed by Booth as an independent
compa.ny.54 Poseibly many of the assignments were escort and courier
duty. This was indicated by the fact that at the time of the surrender
Adolphe was on the courier line between Washington and Whiteville,

Louisiana.55 He was sent with Taylor's Brigade on his campaigns. In

Volume II of Battle Leaders of the Civil War an account has been given

of General Taylor's Louisianians being involved in the battle of Port

Republic on June 9, 1892.56 William L. Stagg, Sr., stated that his

“9Booth, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 3.
5OSoldiers Application for Pension, op. cit., q. 4.
51Booth, loc. cit.

52Ibid.

53Stagg, op. cit., p. 17.

54Booth, loc. cit.

55Soldiers Application, op. cit., q. 6.
56John D. Imboden, "Stonewall Jackson in the Shenandoah,"
Battles and Leaders of the Civil War (New York: Thomas Yoseloff,1956),

Vol. II, pp. 292-296.
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on special duty at the time. He stated in his application for pension
that he was never wounded. As the war drew to a close, Adolphe was
found on courier duty between the port town of Washington, Louisiana,
and his home of Whiteville.61 Another courier served on the line from
Whiteville to Confederate forces located in the area south of Alexandria.
Evidence has indicated that his unit was surrendered simultaneously with
the other forces in Louisiana at the close of the war. The Prisoner of
War record has reflected that the unit was surrendered, processed and
paroled by June 15, 1865. This was the date that was indicated for his
parole.é2

After spending three years and three months in military service
and being exposed to other cultures and religious emphasis, Adolphe
returned home to find that the ravages of war had not spared his home
and community.63 4 tremendous adjustment was necessary. In the process

64

of this adjustment, Adolphe found and embraced Masonry ' and later be-
o

came a Baptist minister.05 The effects of his earlier schooling under

a Baptist minister, the revival efforts during the Civil War and the

associations he had made in the army produced the man identified by a

6

1Soldiers Application for Pension, loc. cit.

62Booth, Vol. III, loc. cit.

63Stagg, loc. cit.

64The Daily World (Opelousas, Louisiana), October 1, 1967.

65Stagg, op. cit., p. 29.



leading Baptist minister in the State of Loulsiana as the "opening

wedge"66 for Baptists in French South Louisiana.

66Mary Lou Jenkins, Around the World in Louisiana (New Orleans:
Bible Institute Press, 1937), p. 48.
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CHAPTER III
YEARS OF RELIGIOUS SERVICE

This chapter was devoted to the change in religious outlook and
a ministry which lasted forty years. The effects of his wartime ex-
periences played a tremendous role in the making of decisions of far
reaching import in the life of Adolphe Stagg. These and other factors
leading to his break with Roman Catholicism and his entry into the
Baptist ministry have been considered. His service to the Louisiana
Baptist Associa'tion1 and the Louisiana Baptist Conven'tion2 have been

traced in this section of the study.

The break with the religion of his youth. Upon his return from

military service in a lost cause, Adolphe Stagg found his farm run down,
his labor force depleted, his community dejected because of the surren-
der to Union forces.3 He immediately set about to rebuild and restore.
his farming operation. The changes of war had terminated the partner-
ship with his brother, so he entered partnership with a friend. Accord-
4

ing to his son, this was a disastrous undertaking.

Confronted with failure in this farming venture, remembering

1Paxton, op. cit., p. 228.

2 Tbhid., p. 426.

3Stagg, op. cit., p. 18.

4Ibid.

[ty
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Devout Roman Catholics did not usually seek answers in the Bible
apart from the interpretation of the Church. In this case, Adolphe, a
Catholic in name only, and Ultima, his devout Catholic wife, agreed to
search the Scriptures in their own behalf, independent of the official
interpretation of the Roman Catholic Church. This searching resulted in
the family seeking answers wherever they might be found.7

Mt. Olivet, a small Baptist Church, was located in the community
of Whiteville, where Adolphe lived.8 After much study, family discussion,
prayer and attendance in services of this Baptist Church, Adolphe and
Ultima Stagg made the break. Renouncing their Roman Catholic Church
affiliation, they asked for baptism into the fellowship of Mt. Olivet
Baptist Church, Whiteville, Louisiana. Because he was a prominent citi-
gzen of the community, many Catholic friends and relatives packed the area
to see him and his wife baptized, despite strict warnings from the
Catholic priest. When he was ordained as a Baptist minister in April

1872, the building and yard of Mt. Olivet Church was filled to capacity

for this unique experience in the community.9

The cost in family relations. People living in the twentieth

century find it difficult to imagine the conditions which existed in

South Louisiana in the latter half of the nineteenth century. The Roman

7Sta‘tement of Hayden Stagg, a grandson.

8Official Minutes of Proceedings (Louisiana Baptist Association),

1870.

9Jenkins, op. cit., pp. 47-48.
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Catholic Church dominated every area of the affairs of life. Super-
stitions resulted from the dogmas proclaimed and were passed down by
word of mouth. The teaching that salvation was impossible outside the
Roman Catholic Church prevailed. Non-Catholic BEvangelical Christian
churches were considered heretical and of the devil. The people were
taught that a child who left the religion of his parents was to be
ostracized by his family.1o

Against such a background, Adolphe and Ultima displayed the
courage to leave the church of their parents. The expected results were
experienced. Both families were outraged. Their children were ridiculed
by children of other family members.11 The stalwart perseverance dis-
played under such circumstances indicated the depth of conviction held
by Adolphe and his wife, They had resolved the inner conflicts and had
found the satisfactions which they had sought.

At the time of his complete break with the Roman Catholic Church,
Adolphe was a man thirty-six years of age. His wife was twenty—eight.
Both were aware of the cost of their decision, yet they felt that they
had found the answer. Life was to bring many trials for them. They
heroically forsook the religion of their youth and ventured forth in one

which was new to each of them, yet one which continued to challenge them

to the time of their death after the turn of the century.

1O'I‘his is still prevalent in some communities of South Louisiana.
This writer is acquainted with several who have experienced this ostra-
cization.

Mstagg, op. cit., p. 27
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The ministry of Adolphe Stagg. Many Baptist leaders through the

century since Adolphe Stagg became a Baptist minister have had much
praise and complimentary comment about his work with his native people.
These statements have been explored and evaluated.

Adolphe began his ministry at the same time that he became a
Baptist, being ordained two years la‘ter.12 Paxton in his History of

Louisiana Baptists stated that in September 1871, Mt. Olivet Church, the

host of the Louisiana Baptist Association of that year, and the church
of which Adolphe Stagg was a member, did not have a pastor. In 1872 he
reported that Adolphe Stagg was added to the list of ordained ministers
of Louisiana Baptist (area) Association. ° He began his pastoral work
where he lived. The minutes of the 1872 Louisiana Baptist Association
meeting has been quoted by Paxton, ". . . ; and Adolphe Stagg, an in-

telligent Creole, recently ordained, who has done a noble work among

."14 With energetic zeal Adolphe Stagg sought to lead

the Creoles. .
his fellow citizens to the same inner satisfactions and assurances which
he himself had found. His ministry was characterized by earnestness of

purpose and fearlesness in the face of strong opposition.15 In the

minutes of the Louisiana Baptist Association for 1872 Adolphe Stagg was

1ZStagg, op. cit., p. 29.

13Paxton, op. cit., p. 231.
Y1pid., p. 232,

-
1)S‘tagg, op. cite, p. 33.
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listed as half-time pastor of Mt. 0livet Church, Whiteville, Louisiana.
This church was reported as petitioning the Association for financial

assigstance for the pastor in order that he might devote half his time

to missionary work among the French of the area.16 In this request,

which was forwarded to the Southern Baptist Domegtic Board of Missions,
Thomas Muse, Minister at Evergreen, Louisiana, stated,

In Brother Stagg, for whom Mt. Olivet asks help, we have an
opening wedge. A Creole himself, more fluent in the French than
in the English language, of high repute and extensive influence
among his own people, it would be hard to find one better fitted
to the work. Never was the time more propitious for immediate
and ze%%ous labor. Burely the hand of God 1s moving in His Own
cause.

During the years that followed, Adolphe Stagg wag mentioned as
messenger to the Association meetings and annual State Conventions, as
pastor and as missionary, as a committee member and a participant in
various discussions of interest as well as Moderator of the Association
for a number of years. He was very vocal in discussion of causes in
which he believed. In referring to his education, his son stated,

While he did not possess a college education, he did have a
familiar acquaintance with the rules of composition in both the
English and the I'rench languages, and was an industrious student
of history and the teachings of great men . . « . By careful
study he acquired a practical, if not scientific, knowledge of
theology « « « « He was eminently practical in his views of
religious truth and by his peers, considered sound in doctrine
o« o e .18He was eloquent only in simplicity and earnestness

16Official Minutes of Proceedings (Louisiana Baptist Association),

1872,

M 1piq.

188tagg, op. cit., p. 31.













From A. M. Stagg, Pineville, Louisiana.
From L. E. Stagg, Beaumont, Texas.

From Katherine Stagg Love, Lafayette, Louisiana.

8. Other

Soldiers Application for Pension Submitted by Adolphe Stagg.
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APPENDIX C.
Transcript of Baptismal Record

Name of Child Ado ‘bhe (f/zle#

Place of Birth __ S/ Adn dex Payis b _
Date of Birth At’é-- 17/ /£3¢ Date of Baptism /’/,on /4,1 /£3¢

Name of Father ___ 24, '/// /;ﬁ.l— Sz 4

Maiden Name of Mother Vos 4/; hine  Lvillo r/ v

Name of Sponsors S JSde J’/Z/d , A[}//z/r ewe J’/Z/

" Name of Officiating Priest £ pe Koss,

The undersigned RECTOR OF ST. LANDRY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH in the City of Opelousas, State
of Louisiana, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct transcript of and from the Baptismal Record of
the Book of Records kept by the said Church of St. Landry of the entry therein relating to the Baptism of the above
named child and the whole of said entry.

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal

this 20 dayof _ Mov, , 1967

*

Rector
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THESIS ABSTRACT

Soldier, parish tax assessor, private school teacher, state legis~—
lator, pastor, missionary, elder confidant-—these were facets of service
in the life of Adolphé Stagg (1834~1914), who lived and worked in the
area surrounding Opelousas in South Central Louisiana and who has been
recognized as pioneer Baptist missionary to the French speaking people
of South Central Louisiana. He served in public office for a total of
eight years and as an ordained Baptist minister for forty years. The pur-
pose of this study was to identify and evaluate his contribution to the
cultural and social life of the area.

A biographical approach to the study was made. Public records
on file in the St. Landry Parish Court House, Opelousas, Louisiana, and
the Louisiana State Archives in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and newspaper
accounts and other records of the area on file in the Louisiana Room at
the University of Southwest Louisiana, in Lafayette, Louisiana, depicted
the times and conditions in which he lived. Official records of the St.
Landry Roman Catholic Church, Opelousas, Louisiana, served to establish
ages and family relationships. The official minutes of the Louisiana
Baptist Association and the Louisiana Baptist Convention recorded his
religious ministry.

A review of records of the time and personal interviews and corre-
spondence indicated that Stagg was born of French Catholic parentage in
1834, and remained a Roman Catholic for thirty-six years. As a teenager

he and a younger brother attended a private school operated by Thomas




Rand, an ordained Baptist minister. 1In 1867 he became a member of a
Masonic lodge, a departure from Roman Catholic practice. In 1870 he
and his wife became Baptistis. This caused their families to turn
against them and to ostracize them. In 1877 he was appointed by the
Governor of Louisiana to serve as parish tax assessor and voter regis—
tration officer for St. Landry Parish. In 1892 he campaigﬁed as an
anti-lottery candidate for a seat in the Loulsiana State House of Repre-
sentatives and was elected. He seéerved a four year term in this legis-
lative position, joining with other anti-lottery forces to rid the
state of a state chartered lottery syndicate and thwart the objective
of the regular Democrat Party in electing a United States Senator in
1892,

In 1872 Adolphe Stagg was ordained as a Baptist minister and be-
came very active as a pastor and missionary to the French of his home
area. He was recognized as an "opening wedge" for Baptists in an area
religiously dominated by Roman Catholicism. He was instrumental in
establishing a number of churches in rural and village areas while em—
ployed by the Loulsiana Baptist Association for four years and the.
Louisiana Baptist Convention for eleven years.

Stagg's influence continued in the lives of his descendants and
close relatives and friends who were won to his persuasion. His con-
tribution was in the area of faithful service in public responsibility
and in introducing new dimensions in religious service and worship for
Baptists among the French. He was described by one as a "Patriarch" of

Baptists in an area where they were few. The change which resulted



from the influence of Baptists in a French Catholic area hag been
attributed to Adolphe Stagg. A study of the record of his service has
substantiated the oral tradition concerning him and validated the tri-

bute accorded him.




