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IT’S UPLIFTING!

Kentucky Dentist

Serves Poor

WINCHESTER, Ky. (BP)—'‘Wherever He
Leads, I'll Go'' Since 1965, William
Snowden of Winchester, Ky., has epitomiz-
ed the meaning of this hymn by giving
himself to world missions.

A dentist for more than 31 years and a
1953 graduate of Georgetown College, a
Baptist school in Georgetown, Ky.,
Snowden has been led to share Christ’s liv-
ing word with many people.

Since the mid-1960's, he has visited the
mission fields of Brazil, Haiti, Dominica,
Zimbabwe, Ghana and Kenya, taking ad-
vantage of every spiritual opportunity.

Today, Snowden feels a new calling. It's
a calling which enables him to reach out
to the poor, the uneducated and the
hopeless.

He dedicates every other Thursday to
providing free dental services to the work-
ing poor of Winchester and Clark counties.
He also takes time to share with them his
love for Christ.

““When Jesus Christ came into my life,
I believed he wanted to use my talents and
my practice,” Snowden explained. *‘The
Lord has blessed me. I feel that I owe this
service to him, not as an obligation, but
because people need help, and this is a way
I can thank him for his many blessing.

““The people I serve are not on welfare
but also cannot generally afford normal
dental fees. They get lost in the cracks. I
want to help them.”

One recent Thursday morning, Snowden
meticulously worked with a patient. She
agonized with a shooting pain she has ex-
perienced for many days in her gums. The
nerves were inflamed and sensitive.

As he gently alleviated her problem,
Snowden consoled the woman with his

sense of humor and kind demeanor. Before
long, he finished and returned her to a life
much less painful than the one she had
prior to her visit that morning.

““Most of the people 1 serve are
uneducated, unappreciative people. The
majority of them are scared when they
come in,” said Snowden.

In contrast to his patients’ fear, Snowden
is excited about the prospects for his free
dental clinic. His goal is to serve between
25 and 30 people at each clinic. His office
staff also joins with him in his
commitment.

An active member of Central Baptist
Church in Winchester, Snowden en-
thusiastically shares his love and devotion
for people.

He admitted he is a product of the many
people who have influenced his life as a
Christian and as a person.

He first gave credit to his wife, Peggy:
‘“The one great spiritual turnaround in my
life was when I married Peggy. She has seen
me through the good times and the bad."

Snowden also recognized C.R. Daley,
one-time editor of the Western Recorder,
Kentucky Baptists’ weekly newsjournal,
and a past religion professor at Georgetown
College.

“I first met him (Daley) as a student at
Georgetown,” Snowden said. ‘‘He had a
tremendous spiritual influence on my life.
Often times he would share with me this
deep religious concerns and he, in turn,
would sit down and listen to mine. The col-
lege and he helped me to become a major
part of who I am.”’

Perhaps now more than ever before,
Snowden envisions his dental profession as
a ministry in a mission field. Before pa-
tients leave his clinic, he has shared
something of himself and his relationship
of Christ with them.

‘Do Yourself

A Favor

Self-love is essential to proper relations
with God and others. Church fellowships
are weakened by mcmbcxs who do not Iovc

as Jest
on self-love can bulld fcllowshlp'

learned to take responsibility for himself.
One's heritage and environment neither
guarantee nor hinder personal develop-
ment. Responsible choices make the dif-
ference. The prodigal son's experience il-
lustrates this truth.

Practice self-denial—Daily self-denial
and recommitment to qus as Lord lead to
full self-real and h with

Grow in self- t
begins with the recognition that one is
created by God as an original work of art.
Though man has marred God’s image by
his sin, God still loves him (Ro. 5:8).

Develop self-acceptance—The peison
loving himself as Jesus commanded has

God, with one’s self, and with others (Mt.
16:24-26).

Adapted " Oct-Dec. 1980. Copyright
1980 The !undly Sehonl Bausd of the Sonthers Baptlst
Coaventlon. All rights reserved. Used by permission. For
subscription laformation, write to Materlal Services
Dept., 127 Ninth Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.

Page 2

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Take A Stand

J. EVERETT SNEED

Alcohol is the number one drug problem
confronting America today. Currently there
are two ways that many Arkansans can
assist with this problem. First, the U.S.
Senate has passed a bill which will com-
pel the labeling of alcoholic beverage. The
omnibus Anti-Drug bill does not have this
provision on the House side. All Christians
should contact their congressmen to insist
that the final legislation contains this pro-
vision. Second, individuals in those areas
where Sunday sale of alcoholic beverage is
being considered need to use their in-
fluence and their vote to prevent this ex-
pansion of the use of alcoholic beverage
from occurring.

It is a tremendous victory over the
alcoholic beverage industry that the Senate
has passed a bill that requires the labeling
of alcoholic beverages. Our senators who
supported this legislation need to be com-
mended for this excellent step. Currently
beer does not even indicate the percent of
alcohol that it contains. This bill would re-
quire 2 warning label on all containers of
beer, wine, liquor and coolers.

The vote by the Senate is the first
legislative victory in the 10-year-old strug-
gle to have warning labels placed on the
nation’s number one addictive drug,
alcohol. The warning label approved reads
“GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) According
to the Surgeon General, women should not
drink alcoholic beverage during pregnan-
cy because of the risk of birth defects. (2)
Consumption of alcoholic beverage impairs
your ability to drive a car or operate
machinery, and may cause other health
problems.”

It is true that the warning label does not
contain all for which backers had hoped,
but the compromise is a significant first
step. However, the victory is not yet won.
At the time of the writing of this editorial
the omnibus Anti-drug bill is in conference.
Most bills passed contain some differences
between the Senate version and the House
version. The omnibus Anti-drug bill con-
tains several significant differences. Perhaps
the biggest difference is the alcohol warn-
ing label, which the House version does
not contain.

" ~-The procedure is for legislators from the
House and Senate to get together and work
out the differences between the two bills.
Christians need to let the representatives
know that we support a2 warning label on
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all alcoholic beverages. If this becomes the
law of the land it may be a small step, but
it is certainly a significant step in curbing
the abuse of America’s number one drug.

A second important issue in Little Rock,
North Little Rock, and Garland County is
the Sunday sile of alcoholic beverages.
There is absolutely no doubt that the sale
of alcoholic beverages increases the danger
of highway accidents. For several years 64
percent of all accidents that occur have
been related to drinking while driving. In
1987 there were 4,704 alcohol related ac-
cidents in Arkansas. In Pulaski County
alone there were 857.

Last year in the United States there were
approximately 24,000 people who died in
alcohol related crashes. In Arkansas there
were 41 fatalities. The estimated cost of
alcghol related crashes across the United

States is more than $145 million.

Television shapes the cultural behavior
of individuals in a2 marked way. We know
that young children, ages two to five, are
the heaviest non-adult viewers. The average
child spends about 28 hours a week with
the television. Older children are
somewhat behind, spending just under 28
hours per week. This means that the
average American child clocks almost
6,000 hours of television before entering
school, and approximately 23,000 hours by
the end of high school.

It should be noted that much of the
children’s cultural learning is largely “‘un-
controlled.”” Many of the programs that
children watch are not intended for
children. Hence, the programs they watch
were not designed for them at all. Never-
theless these programs impact their impres-
sionable and immature minds.

Alcoholic beverage companies strive to
make it appear that the consumption of
alcoholic beverage is normal for every in-
dividual. If such advertising were not ef-
fective, it would be discontinued. Whether
or not such advertising is intended for
children it impacts them dramatically dur-
ing their formative years.

The question arises: Do we need to in-
crease the sale of alcoholic beverages in the
major metropolitan areas of Arkansas? Do
we want more people killed in highway ac-
cidents? The obvious answer is a resoun-
ding, no!

It is time for Christians to take their
stand. We need to let our representatives
know we do want alcoholic beverages to
have a warning label on the package. We
don’t want alcoholic beverages sold on
Sunday. It is time to curb the abuse of
America’s number one drug.
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R S PEAK. UP

DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

Our annual state
convention is im-
mediately before us.
Times of great joy
and fellowship
should come to us as
we renew friendships
with brothers and
sisters and reflect on
God'’s blessing upon us. The strong pro-
grams of the ABREA, Ministers’ Wives and
Pastors’ Conference will provide an abun-
dance of inspirational and practical oppor-
tunities for growth.

We will hear reports and be called to act
upon business that will impact our chur-
ches and the entire kingdom of God. We
need to come with expectant and patient
hearts. So much is packed into so short a
time that it is a time of stress just to make
all of the sessions.

We have had not only harmonious con-

. ventions in recent years, we have had well-
attended conventions. Last year's conven-
tion must have set a record for the percent
of messengers attending every session.

My hope is that we may have the same
to happen this year. Would it not be
wonderful to have at least one person from
everyone of our churches in our conven-
tion? Would it not be wonderful to have
at least one lay person alongside every
pastor who is in attendance? The ratio is
about 370 church members per pastor. It
secems only right that we have a growing
number of lay people involved in the
business decisions of the convention.

Now, friends, this convention must not
be a sort of spiritual “‘yawn’’ in the mid-
dle of our busy schedule. We need a deep
work of God in our hearts. We must be in
aggressive pursuit of the spiritual
dynamism necessary to move our churches
on toward the effectiveness God wants.

‘We hope yet to see a breakthrough into
genuine revival in this generation. We have
lost repeated battles to preserve
righteousness in our society. We have been
unable to break the trend of churches that
seem more bound to curse than to bless.
By that I mean, church conflict abounds
while baptisms do not. We really have yet
to see a revival of concern for the lost at
home or abroad.

Let’s not just plan to meet, and plan to
have spiritual fun. Let’s plan to have God
make some changes in our lives and
ministries. Join me in prayer to that end.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Page 4

THE YEAR OF THE LAITY

Reaching People

by Paul McClung
ABSC Evangelism Department

Reaching people—that's what ““The
Year of the Laity in Evangelism and
Discipleship’ is all about. It is a joint ef-
fort on the part of the Home Mission
Board'’s section of evangelism, the Church
Training department of the Sunday
School Board, the Brotherhood Commis-
sion, and Women's Missionary Union to
call every Christian to ‘‘bloom where he
or she is planted,’” as well as a call to go
and tell the Good
News through in-
tentional evangel-
istic visitation. It
is making the
main thing the
main thing. Year
of the Laity was
born in the heart
of Robert Hamb-
lin, HMB vice-
president of
evangelism. He
said, "‘“We're try-
ing to bring
spiritual renewal
to our churches
and trying to
equip and train
Southern Baptists
in their most im-
portant task
which is witness-
ing.” Bold Mission
Thrust has as its
goal the presenta-
tion of the Gospel
to all people by the year 2000. If this is
accomplished it will be done across back
yard fences, coffee tables and desks, at
quilting bees, in corporate offices, on
athletic fields, or wherever people are
gathered. It cannot be done by waiting for
the lost world to come in and watch us
worship. Success will come when men
and women, young and old are talking to
their families, friends, co-workers, and
acquaintances, face to face on a daily basis
about their relationship to Christ.

During the Year of the Laity we are em-

I R | kends and Lay

Evangelism Schools.

Lay Renewal Weekends, directed by the
Brotherhood Commission, makes use of
small groups within the church examin-
ing their relationship to Christ, the
church and other members of the con-
gregation. It is a recognition that spiritual

awakening will not happen until Chris-
tians are right with God and right with
each other.

The 42 hours of a Lay Renewal
Weekend can be the most exciting
spiritual experience your church has ever
had. Lay leaders from inside and outside
the state come at their own expense to
share what God has done in their lives
and to lead in the renewal process.

Lay Evangelism Schools are conducted
in five two hour sessions during one
week. Included in
each session is Bi-
ble study, creative
activity and
witness learning
action, followed
by on-the-job
training in visita-
tion on the final
night and continu-
ing for 12 weeks.

Participants in 2
Lay Evangelism
School will learn,
under the leader-
ship of a certified
instructor, how to
share their per-
sonal testimony,
how to present
the Gospel by use
of a witnessing
booklet, how to
make a witnessing
visit in a home,
and how to do im-
mediate and long
range follow-up. The greatest year in bap-
tisms in the SBC was in 1972 when Lay
Evangelism Schools were launched and
more than 15,000 schools were con-
ducted. Our goal during 1988-89 is to
conduct 20,000 Lay Evangelism Schools
convention wide, with 600 of these in
Arkansas. To accomplish this 234 pastors
and lay persons have been trained and
certified in Arkansas to lead in the
witness training events. Many others are
scheduled to be trained. A list of these
leaders can be obtained from the state
evangelism department. Scheduling dates,
enlisting a certified leader and purchas-
ing of materials should be done as early
as possible. A church preparation manual
needed for all preparation and follow-up
can be purchased either from the Home
Mission Board or your state evangelism
department.
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Letters to the Editor

Pornographbers

Will the pornographers win?

In spite of its popularity with the peo-
ple, plus its 257 House and 40 Senate
cosponsors, the Child Protection and
Obscenity Act is still stuck in committee—
dying a death from neglect.

Why? Politics. . . in an election year.

Letters, telegrams, phone calls are vital
to force vote on this much-needed protec-
tive picce of legislation. Let's win one for
the little ones (Mt. 18:6)—Mrs. W.C.
Carpenter, Magnolia

Shed Biblical Light

Forgive my request for anonymity, but
I'love being a part of the Arkansas Conven-
tion and I understand that my particular
views on this subject are cause for being
unseated by the Convention. I would like
to extend a challenge to any brother or
sister in our Convention to write a letter
to the editor (anonymous or otherwise)
which states the biblical basis for the prac-
tices of closed communion and the rejec-
tion of “‘alien immersion.”

How can we tell a believer who is truly

Unbalanced Board

Dr. Lawson Hatfield's recipe for biscuits
and peace ABN, 9/22/88, must be cautious-
ly approached. The problem is the leaven
of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Our Lord
instructs us to beware of this (Mt. 16:6,11).
Dr. Hatfield’s first ingredient is nothing
more than Pharisce leaven. I quote him
“‘Balanced board representation can best
generate spirit and logic for stronger mis-
sion support.” The fact is that this is simply
not true.

Let’s look at the foreign mission figures.
The conservatives or the majority of
Southern Baptists have been in control of
the FM Board less than 10 years. Here is the
number of missionaries serving in foreign
fields: 1/1/69 = 2,371; 1/1/79 = 2,912;
9/1/88 = 3,850. Our increase from 1969
to 1979 yielded 22.8 percent. This was a
decade when the moderate/liberals were in
full control, no one questioned their
wisdom, nor blasphemed them as they
have the conservatives.

Now our incgease since January 1979 to
the present yields 32.2 percent. Does Dr.
Hatfield really believe Arkansas Baptists are
so foolish to believe the balanced liberal

hod is more acceptable? Should we ter-

saved and was baptized by i that
their baptism is not good enough for them
to join our churches? And, how can we in
good conscience tell a visitor in our con-
gregation, who is a true believer, that com-
munion is not for them?

I discover more and more fellow pastors
who, in private conservation, admit to the
same difficulties with these two practices.
I think it is time, in the midst of our great
concern to be biblical in all we do and
teach, to strip these practices of all the bag-
gage of tradition, and examine them in the
true light of Scripture. And let’s be
legitimate in interpreting Scripture concer-
ning this matter, too. I for one believe that
the ion of her 8- g th
issue is much clearer than some of the ones
we are fussing over: e.g.,, women in
ministry, capitol punishment, etc. My in-
tention is to initiate honest healthy
dialogue here.

Will someone shed some biblical light on
my path and show me that I'm wrong? Or,
will many others be willing to admit what
I'm convinced is the truth, cease the abuse
of -our consciences in this matter, and
change our constitution regarding these
practices?

And, while you're responding to this
could someone explain the strange ex-
istence of another enigmatic Southern Bap-
tist animal called ‘‘non-resident

a
N bt

a
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minate 10 percent of our foreign mission
force to pacify these logical liberals?
Heaven forbid! The United Methodists have
used the balanced method which Dr. Hat-
field supports. Their foreign missionaries
have gone from a high of over 1,500 to just
under 500. Some of these are practicing
liberation theology, which is nothing more
than Marxist Communism in the guise of
Christian love.

I'm persuaded that blood bought, born
again, Bible-believing Southern Baptists are

+ Eunhal

BEN EARLY

Early Reflections

To My
Grandson

Dear Tyler:

This letter comes
to you long before
you will be able to
read or comprehend its message. I trust
that your parents will save this letter for
you,and when the time comes that it might
be given to you. I hope you will cherish
this letter as a constant reminder of the love
your family has for you and the great love
Jesus Christ gives to all of us.

You began your life at 2 wonderful, yet
a dangerous time. In your lifetime you will
see many things come to pass that my mind
cannot begin to comprehend now. You will
enjoy a life full of love from parents who
are thrilled at your coming to live with
them. You are afforded the high privilege
of living in a Christian home.

Your mother was a wonderful blessing
in our lives, but let me tell you, she also
provided a challenge. She is a special per-
son whom we love so very much. As I
watch her make a house, a home and see
the kind of mother she is to you, my wor-
ries are lessened. She is a joy to us, but she
has a stubborn streak which I'm sure you'll
run up against many times. God has bless-
ed you with a great mom, and don't ever
forget that gift.

I'm still learning to know your dad, he
is all I've hoped for in a son-in-law and I
love him as if he was my own. Your dad
has such a loving and calm spirit. He is so
proud of you and I know he will be a
model you can look up to. I hear he was
quite a as a little boy, yet God has

for the prog o ed
mission boards. We need only one thing on
our boards: more Jesus and less man. May
Arkansas Baptists say Amen!—Jim Glover,
Heber Springs

Where It Belongs

Brother Hatfield, I have been a Southern
Baptist for 76 years, and a Baptist minister
for more than 60 years. With few excep-
tions, I have reveled in the peace and har-
mony of our fellowship. That tranquility
was disturbed by a few men, who by
political action, secret planning, ignoring
the traditional Baptist principle of open-
ness in all deliberations, set out to destroy
that peace and harmony. The claim that it
was done in defense of the faith is as

(continued on p.6)

molded and shaped him into a man in
which I place a lot of confidence and pride.
Although you will find things all about
you in constant change, I want you to
remember that there is one who never
changes. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. Learn of him, trust him,
have him as your friend, and live for him.
I must go now, but let me assure you of
my love and pride for your entire family.
Keep Mom and Dad on their toes and
keep that sunny disposition which has
brought new joy into our lives.
Ilook forward to the time we can spend
together, exploring the world's beauty.
Love—hugs and kisses, Papa.

Ben Early is director of public relations

at Southern Baptist College in Walnut
Ridge.
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SPEAK UP&=

Letters
(continued from p. 5)

phony as that the rest of us are skunks.

The tragedy is that we, as pastors and
leaders, did not warn our people as soon
as we knew what they were doing. Our
reticence was considered an endorsement.
We wanted to be Mr. Nice Guys and not
muddy the water, hoping they would be
nice too.

They proved us wrong by taking over our
convention, its institutions, its billions of
dollars of assets, and are already shaping
it to suit their tastes. They took the
deliberate risk of destroying a 143-year-old
mission program, and we see that reflected
in decreased mission gifts, from support of
the local program to the ends of the earth.

We are asked to sit by and watch the
house burn, set by arsonists, and cheer
them for their devastation. When the Lord
swept out the temple he authorized us to
organize ourselves and determine to take
back our convention, however long it
takes, and bring it to where it began in
1845, and where it belongs today—J.
Lowell Ponder, Farmington

Pam’s Place

930 W. Main, Jacksonville
982-7266

SHOP PAM'S PLACE FOR

+ After Five+Formals-Active Wear
+Dressy-Unique Accessories
+Lingerie

OPEN

MonFri. 10am-bpm
Sat. 10am Spm

Resolution 5

The Priesthood of the Believer Resolu-
tion, adopted at the ‘88 convention has not
been printed in entirety in our state paper.
The Baptists of Arkansas should see what
it actually says:

WHEREAS, None of the five major
writing systematic theologians in Southern
Baptist history have given more than pass-
ing reference to the doctrine of the
Priesthood of the Believer in their
systematic theologies; and

WHEREAS, the Baptist Faith and

Baptist; and

WHEREAS, the doctrine of the
Priesthood of the Believer can be used to
justify the undermining of pastoral authori-
iy in the local church.

Be it therefore RESOLVED, That the
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in
San Antonio, Texas, June 14-16, 1988, af-
firm its belief in the biblical doctrine of the
Priesthood of the Believer (1 P. 2:9 and Re.
1:6); and

Be it further RESOLVED, That we affirm
that this doctrine in no way gives license
to pret, explain away, demytho-

preamble refers to the Priesthood of the
Believer, but provides no definition or con-
tent to the term; and

‘WHEREAS, the high profile emphasis on
the doctrine of the Priesthood of the
Believer in Southern Baptist life is a recent
historical development; and

WHEREAS, the Priesthood of the
Believer is a term which is subject to both
misunderstanding and abuse; and

WHEREAS, the doctrine of the
Priesthood of the Believer has been used
to justify wrongly the attitude that a Chris-
tian may believe whatever he so chooses
and still be considered a loyal Southern

logize, or extrapolate out elements of the
supernatural from the Bible; and

Be it further RESOLVED, That the doc-
trine of the Priesthood of the Believer in
no way contradicts the biblical understan-
ding of the role, responsibility, and authori-
ty of the pastor which is seen in the com-
mand to the local church in Hebrews 13:17,
“‘Obey your leaders, and submit to them;
for they keep watch over your souls, as
those who will give an account; ' and

Be it finally RESOLVED, That we affirm
the truth that elders, or pastors, are called
of God to lead the local church (Ac.
20:28)—Dale E. Thompson, Rogers

BOB PARKER

Today’s Issues

Help Desperately Needed

‘Wine is 2 mocker, strong drink is rag-
ing: and whosoever is deceived thereby
is not wise (Pr. 20:1 KJV).

On Election Day, Nov. 2, citizens of
three major cities in Arkansas—Little
Rock, North Little Rock, and Hot
Springs—will be voting on whether to
permit Sunday sales of alcoholic
beverages in certain hotels and

INDIVIDUAL * MARRIAGE * FAMILY

PROMPT CARE
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

WANDA STEPHENS, M.D.
Board Certified Psychiatrist

221-CARE or 221-2273

100 Medical Towers

along with other issues and
candidates.

Most people in our state look on Sun-
day, the first day of the week, as being
especially holy. Others consider their
sabbath to be Friday or Saturday. Conse-
quently, as spiritually important as the
first day of the week is to most Arkan-
sans, what needs to be primarily
remembered regarding Sunday sales is
that with voter approval, there would be
additional opportunities for consump-
tion and subsequent problems of all
types. We must not forget that alcohol
is a drug and that it is the number one
problem drug in Arkansas and the world.

It is tical for us as adults to
teach our children and youth to say no

to drugs and then vote for providing
more opportunities to purchase and use
the number one problem drug—alcohol.
Alcohol has been called the ‘‘gateway
drug” in that it introduces initial “*highs”’
that too often lead to a desire for others
such as found in “‘crack’’ cocaine.

If you live in Arkansas, but not in one
of the three cities mentioned, please pray
that God might lead voters in them to
vote ‘‘no.” Besides praying for them, call
or write any relatives or friends you have
in those cities asking that they vote ‘‘'no"’
for the sake of all Arkansans.

There are business and religious
leaders at work in these three cities seek-
ing to encourage voters to be role models
regarding this serious issue, which if
passed would add to the many problems,
including a serious shortage of jail and
prison space in Arkansas. Help keep
Arkansas free from further opportunities
for chemical dependence by both its
citizens and visitors.

Bob Parker is director of the Chrisitan
Life Council.
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WHAT IT MEANS

Tax Exemption

by Larry Page
Arkansas Baptist Foundation

Churches, associations of churches and
conventions of churches are exempt from
the requirement to pay federal income tax.
Sections 501(a) and 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code (‘‘Code’) exempt

may, of coutse, receive reasonable compen-
sation for goods or services or other ex-
penditures in furtherance of exempt pur-
poses.”

A religious corporation is not entitled to
an exemption from federal income tax if
a substantial part of its activities involves

=

B .. . Ofg; and op
for religious, charitable. . . or educational
purposes. . ., categories into which tradi-
tional churches obviously fall.

Most organizations meeting the criteria
for tax exemption must file an application
with the Internal Revenue Service (‘‘Ser-
vice'"), requesting a determination that it
is a qualified tax exempt organization.
Churches are among the few organizations
that are not required to file for such a deter-
mination; a church, by virtue of its com-
pliance with the organizational and opera-
tional tests of section 510(c)(3) of the Code,
is automatically exempt. -

There are several benefits a church en-
joys as a result of its tax exempt status. In
addition to the exemption from the pay-
ment of federal income tax, it may be ex-
empt under some state and local income,
property sales, use or other forms of taxa-
tion. Contributions to organizations
recognized as exempt under section
501(c)3) of the Code are deductible as
charitable contributions on the individual
or corporate donor’s federal income tax
return. This is not so for all tax exempt
organizations; the mere fact that an
organization is exempt from federal income
tax under a provision other than section
501(c)(3) of the Code doesn't necessarily
mean that contributions to it are deducti-
ble as charitable contributions. For exam-
ple, a social club might be exempt from
paying fcderal mcomc tax because it is a

n, but d toit
would not be deductible by the donors
because the club’s activities did not meet
the criteria of section 501(c)(3) of the Code.
The club’s tax exempt status would be
justified upon another section of the Code,
one which conferred only tax exempt
status and not the deductibility of donors’
contributions.

Churches and other ex-

prop ing or attempts to influence
lcgislzuon The regulations stated that at-
tempting to influence legislation consists
of contacting or encouraging the public to
contact legislators for the purpose of in-
troducing, supporting, or opposing legisla-
tion, or advocating the adoption or rejec-
tion of specific legislation. Legislation is
defined to include actions by Congress, or
any state or local legislative or governing
body, or public action, and as referendums,
initiatives, constitutional amendments or
similar procedures.

Attempts by a church to influence legisla-
tion will not jeopardize its tax exempt
status, if the attempts amount to less than
a substantial part of the church'’s activities.
The Service takes the position that whether

or other putpose or function constituting
the basis for its exemption,

Any income a church derives from the
operation of an unrelated trade or business
is taxable income. If a church conducts
such a trade or business, but not to the ex-
tent that the activity constituted a substan-
tial part of the church’s total activities, the
church would not lose its tax exempt
status, but it would be required by the Code
to pay a tax on the income derived from
the trade or business.

In order for a church’s activities to be
C idered an lated trade or b
requiring tax to be paid on the income
derived from the activities, three condi-
tions must be met: First, the activity must
be a trade or business; secondly, the trade
or business must be regularly carried on;
and, lastly, the trade or business must not
be substantially related to exempt purposes.
An example. of this would be a church’s
parking lot used as a commercial lot dur-
ing the week. The leasing of parking spaces
would be considered to be an unrelated
trade or business, even though the church
needs and uses the lot for its exempt pur-
poses when it conducts services.

A SMILE OR TWO

a specific activity amounts to a *‘sub
tial” p)n of an exempt organization’s total
activities in a factual question and that
there is no simple rule for making that
determination. In one case, the court sug-
gcstcd that activities aimed at influencing
were not ial if they con-

stituted less than five percent of an exempt
organization’s total activities. The Service
warns that such a test allows only limited
guidelines. The Service has stated that
““most cases have attempted to avoid. . . a
percentage measurement of activities.""

A church is not entitled to tax exempt
status if it participates or intervenes in a
political campaign by endorsing, suppor-
ting, or opposing any candidate for elec-
tion to public office. This prohibition is un-
conditional. There is no requirement that
such activity constitute a substantial part
of the church’s activities, as in the case of
attempts to influence legislation. Any par-
tisan intervention or participation in an
election by a church would place its tax ex-
empt status in jeopardy.

A church Could Iosc its tax exempt status
b lated trade or

empt under section 50!(c)(3) of the Code.

are prohibited from engaging in certain ac-

tivities. A church is not entitled to exemp-
tion if any part of its net earnings inures,
or accrues, to the benefit of a private in-

dividual. The Service expl. this require-
ment as follows: ‘An organization's
trustees, officers, members, founders or
contributors may not, by reasons of their
position, acquire any of its funds. They
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busincss | if (hc conduct of the trade or
business constituted more than a substan-
tial part of its activities. The Code defines
“‘unrelated trade or business'" as “‘any trade
or business the conduct of which is not
substantially related (aside from the need
of such organization for income or funds
or the use it makes of the profits derived)
to the exercise or performance by such
organization of its charitable, educational,

Marksmanship—The hunter had been
bragging about his marksmanship, and
when a duck flew overhead, he took aim '
and fired. The duck flew on.

“‘My friend,” he said, ‘“‘you are now
witnessing a miracle. There flies a dead
duck.”

MERL’S
BUS SALES

P.O. Box 531
Van Buren, AR 72956
501-474-2433

Arkansas Diamond Mini Bus
Dealer
New and Used Buses
15-Passenger Vans
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FAITH AT WORK

IN MISSIONARY'S LIFE

He’s Seen God

by Mark Wingfield
SBC Home Mission Board

SALT LAKE CITY (BP)—Snow continued
to fall as Nadine Harrell stood at the side
of a dilapidated old car, talking to the man
and woman inside through windowless
doors. Only ing rags filtered the freez-
ing wind blowing through one window
and out another.

The man needed $42.63 to get to
California where he had a job waiting as
a mechanic. He and his wife had lived in
the beat-up car for three days, fighting off
the cold with nothing to eat.

Traveler’s Aid confirmed the man'’s story
and gave him $42.63, half the amount he
needed. Then they sent him to the Baptist
Concern Center, where they said he might
get the other half.

Baptist Concern Center isn't the largest
church ministry in this metropolitan area
of 600,000, but it's one of the few that will
help those who are not members in good
standing of the Mormon church.

As director of the center, Harrell has a
policy of not giving out cash. She gladly
gives food and clothing and helps people
find work if they need it.

When she explained this, the man of-
fered to sell her the one asset he had—his
tools. Although they were worth hundreds
of dollars, he was willing to part with them
for $42.63.

Harrell started calling potential buyers.
‘When she couldn’t find anyone interested,
she decided to buy the man’s tools herself.

Harrell gave the couple food and
clothing along with the money and walk-
ed back into her office with the tools as the
car creaked out of the parking lot. She
looked at the tools, wondering what she
would do with them and what the man
would do without them.

‘With tears streaming down her face, Har-
rell stopped the car to give the tools back
as a gift. “‘People have told me all my life
there’s 2 God and I never would believe it,”
the man told her ‘‘But today, I've seen
God.”

That moment touched Harrell as deeply
as it did the couple she helped.

There was a time Harrell thought she
couldn't help any more. She and her first
husband served as home missionaries in
San Antonio, Beeville and Abilene, Texas.
But his death altered her ministry. *“When
my husband died, I buried me,’ she said.
I became a different person.”

With time, Harrell remarried and mov-
ed from Texas to Utah, where she and her
new husband managed a motel. After retir-
ing, Harrell was approached by Bruce
Gardner, director of missions for the Utah-
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Idaho Baptist Convention, about working
with the Baptist Concern Center.

Gardner knew Harrell was experienced
and committed to Baptist work. Harrell
knew that starting a social ministry would
bring back painful memories.

She struggled and tried to get out of it,
but finally agreed to give the job a try. Since
then, helping people in need has renewed
her own calling.

“‘God called me to be a missionary,’” she
said. “Although my husband died, God
didn’t uncall me”

Harrell's mission now is to show Utah
churches that they can do Christian social
ministries. She is developing the Baptist
Concern Center at Glendale Baptist Church

as a model.

Harrell's husband, John, is part-time
pastor of the Glendale church which had
dwindled to six members but is now grow-
ing, with an average attendance of 30.

Although the Baptist Concern Center
receives financial assistance through the
state office, members of Glendale are heavi-
ly involved, Harrell said.

““This little church didn’t know they
could do something,” she said. *‘No mat-
ter how small a church is, if they're will-
ing to help they can give someone a new
life."

Harrell has developed a variety of
ministries, including food and clothing
distribution, hot lunches, ceramics classes
and aerobics—all laced with gospel
teachings. *“We witness to them without
them knowing it, and it's working," she
said.

(BP) photo

Nadine Harrell, director of the Baptist Concern Center in Salt Lake City, bas developed
extensive food and clothing closets to belp needy families.

Interested in earning a
Doctor of Ministry

Off-campus program in Little Rock. Classes
held in the Arkansas Baptist Building. Dr.
Dan Rainbolt, program director, will be
available for interviews in the Exhibit Area of
the State Convention Annual Meeting Oct. 31
and Nov. 1-2.

Degree?
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LOCAL & STATE®

RIGHT TO LIFE

Not Raising Funds

Arkansas Right to Life is not raising funds
to send individuals to Atlanta to participate
in the Operation Rescue abortion protests.

According to a statement released by Julie
Wright, executive director of Arkansas
Right to Life, the organization was recent-
ly notified that its name had been used to
solicit funds which ostensibly were being
used to defray the expenses of persons
planning to join the protests in Atlanta.

*‘Neither Operation Rescue, nor this fun-
draising effort, are in any way connected
with out organization,” said Wright. ‘*We
want the people of Arkansas to know this
solicitation is not from Arkansas Right to

Life, any chapter thereof, or any individual
representing Arkansas Right to Life. We do
not want anybody to get the erroneous idea
they are contributing to Arkansas Right to
Life in order to sponsor individuals to
Atlanta”

The Atlanta protests began in July in an
effort to close down that cities’ abortion
clinics. Protesters, including several
Southern Baptists, have been arrested on
trespass charges after blocking entrances to
the clinics. The civil disobedience involv-
ed in the protests has sparked controversy
over the methods used by both protesters
and police.

oBloN

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy any of these
securities. The offering is made only by Prospectus.

$10,000,000
Series D

Home Mission Board
of the Southerq Baptist Convention
Church Loan Collateralized Bonds
Minimum Purchase: $500.00

Proceeds from the sale of the bonds, along with other available funds of
Home Mission Board, will be used to make direct loans to Baptist chur-
ches affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention for the financing of
sites and the construction of buildings in keeping with the Bold Mission
Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Interest on the bonds will be payable semi-annually. The bonds will be of-
fered with maturity dates varying from six months to fifteen years and the
interest rate will vary from 8.5% to 10.5% depending upon the maturity
date as set forth in the Prospectus.

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling or writing the Home
Mission Board.

Home Mission Board, SBC
Attn: Church Loans Division
1350 Spring St., NW
Atlanta, GA 30367
1-800-HMB-BOND (462-2663)

Taylor Honored

James Floyd Taylor Sr., pastor of Midway
Church in El Dorado, recently celebrated
50 years of service as a Southern Baptist
minister, having pastored several Arkansas
churches. b

A native of Warren, he is a graduate of
both Warren High School and Ouachita
Baptist University. He did post-graduate
study in several Arkansas colleges and at-
tended Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

In his 50 years as a pastor, he has per-
formed 122 weddings and 224 funerals.

Taylor was married for 42 years to the
late Margaret Aileen Tate of Warren. He has
four children, Floyd and John Taylor of El
Dorado, Andy Taylor of Lawson, and Nan-
cy Ann Ritchey of Florida; and eight
grandchildren.

Memorial Service

A state-wide memorial service com-
memorating the 23 million babies lost to
abortion will be held at the Lakeside Bap-
tist Church, Hot Springs, on Saturday, Nov.
5at 2 p.m.

David Miller, director of missions for Lit-
tle Red River Association, will speak and
Malvie Giles of Magnolia will sing.

The event is sponsored by Arkansas Right
to Life. For further information, contact
Tonia Lambert at 337-1543 or Gina Rogers
at 262-2194.

Parents Day
At OBU

Ouachita Baptist University in
Arkadelphia will host its annual Parents
Day for all parents of OBU students on
Saturday, Oct. 29.

Registration for the event will begin at
9 a.m. in the lobby of Evans Student Center
and activities will include academic
displays, open house in the dormitories, a
football game between the OBU Tigers and
Langston University, and the annual Tiger
Tunes musical presentation.

For more information, contact the Dean
of Students office at 246-4531, ext. 220.

Please send a copy of the Prospectus for the Series D issue of Home Mission Board Church
Loan Collateralized Bonds.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

THINK ABOUT IT

The Christian is not ruined by living in
the world, but by the world living in
him.

The collapse of character is often reach-
ed on the steps of compromise.
—James E. Knowles

October 27, 1988
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LOCAL & STATE

Arkansas All Over

Macks

Finney McCarty

Lyndon Finney was recognized Oct. 16 by
Immanuel Church in Little Rock for 15
years of service as organist. Finney, who
has studied with David Huffstetler, also has
served as organist at Grand Avenue Church
in Fort Smith and First Church in North Lit-
tle Rock. He serves as director of public
relations for Baptist Medical System in Lit-
tle Rock and as president of Arkansas Bap-
tist Newsmagazine Board of Trustees.

Manuel Macks was recognized Oct. 9 by
Newark Southern Church for five years of
service when members honored him and
his family with a reception and presented
them with a monetary gift.

H.D. McCarty, pastor of University
Church, Fayetteville, recently retired from
active participation in the U.S. Air Force,
following more than 33 years of service.
His final assignment was assistant to the
Chief of Chaplains, USAF, for the Air Na-
tional Guard, Washington, D.C. He also has
served as a chaplain with the Air Force
Reserve and Air National Guard, serving
the Arkansas Air National Guard for three
years.

Richard L. Browning, administrator for

By

ADA S

Little Rock 455-1065
N. Little Rock 945-0843
Searcy 268-8624

Serving Arkansas for more than 30 years
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First Church in Little Rock, was among the
47 Baptist church administrators who were
recently honored at a certification banquet
during the bi-annual Southern Baptist
Church Business Administration Con-
ference in Denver, Colo. Each of the par-
ticipants had attended four weeks of study
and successfully met all other requirements
for being recognized as ‘“‘Certified in
Church Business Administration.””

Clay Doss has joined the staff of Third
Street Church in Arkadelphia as minister of
music and youth. He is a graduate of
Southern Baptist College and Ouachita
Baptist University. He and his wife, Paula,
previously have served with Sparkman,
Hot Springs, and Arkadelphia churches.

Ronald Toon is serving as pastor of First
Church, Luxora.

Dewitt Walker recently was recognized
by Ashley County Association for his ser-
vice as associational clerk when a recep-
tion was given in his honor at the home
of Director of Missions Billy Kite.

Hardy Bell were honored Oct. 9 by Sylvan
Hills First Church in North Little Rock for
10 years of service as associate pastor of
media and outreach.

Keith Sandefur has resigned as pastor of
Colt Church to serve as pastor of Palestine
Church, Heber Springs.

Randell Forrest (center) was recognized Sept. 18 for seven years of perfect attendance

Joe Craft is serving as pastor of Gould
Church, going there from Beck Spur
Church, Forrest City.

Matth, -

W has d as pastor
of Second Church, Amity, to serve as pastor
of Community Bible Church, Glenwood.

Clayton Sheets is serving as pastor of
Concord Church, Plainview. He is a student
at Ouachita Baptist University.

David W. Daily of Arkadelphia has been
named a 1988 Clyde T. Francisco Preaching
Scholarship recipient by Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary where he began
studies this fall. His parents are Herb and
Betty Daily of Arkadelphia.

Jeff Bradley began serving Sept. 18 as
minister of music and youth at First
Church, Hardy. He is a graduate of
Ouachita Baptist University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. Bradley previously served at First
Church in Cedar Hill, Texas.

Tom Bolton is serving First Church, El
Dorado, as interim minister of music. He
is in his 16th year of service at Ouachita
Baptist University where he teaches voice,
musicology, and opera.

Mark Bever was recognized Oct. 16 by
First Church, Bentonville, for 10 years of
service as church pianist.

el

while serving as Sunday School director when Plainview Church observed Teacher Ap-
Ppreciation Day. Sharing in the service were Jeff Cheatham (left), director of missions
Jor Arkansas River Valley Association, and Pastor Tom M. Deere.
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Tommy Wallace is serving as pastor of
First Church, Beirne. He and his wife,
Paula, moved there from South Fork.

Byron Eubanks is serving as pastor of
DeGray Church.

Rev. and Mrs. Andy Kerr will observe
their 40th wedding anniversary Oct. 29
with a reception given in their honor at
Tyler Street Church in Little Rock by their
children, Charlotte Starkey, Tina Overton,
and Larry Kerr.

Briefly

Clear Lake Church near Blytheville or-
dained Tom Gothard Jr. to the deacon
ministry Oct. 16. Pastor Glenn Norris
moderated the service.

El Paso First Church ordained James
Short Jr., James Steward, and Johnny
Venable to the deacon ministry Oct. 16.
Those on program were Pastor John Davey,
James E. Hill Jr., director of missions for
Calvary Association; Bruce Venable,

associate director of Baptist Student Union,

d the

Arkansas State University; and Earnest

Anderson, pastor emeritus.

Goshen Mission dedicated a 4,000 square
foot education and worship center Oct. 2.
The debt-free building houses a worship
center, office, kitchen, fellowship area and
classrooms. Pastor Farrell Ard presented
certificates of appreciation to Mark Brooks,
pastor of Elmdale Church, Springdale,
sponsoring church; and Ken Evans and
Lynn Still, who directed the construction.
Jack Ramsey of Russellville preached the
dedication message.

Holland Church at Vilonia recently
honored Pastor Jim Acklin with a surprise
appreciation fellowship in recognition of
five years of service.

New Hope Church at Conway ordained
Ronnie Cauthen, Jim Hagood, and Marty
Phillips to the deacon ministry Sept. 25.

West Memphis Hope Mission was con-
stituted into a church Oct. 9 with member-
ship in Tri-County Assocation, the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention, and the
Southern Baptist Convention. Floyd
Tidsworth Jr., ABSC church extension
director, was speaker.

Ridgcvlcw\:hurch at Fayetteville has ex-
perienced growth through a recent vaca-

ABN photo / Mark Kell

First Church, Malvern, dedi

day, Oct. 16. Robert E. Naylor, pmidentemeﬂms of.

i of its 'y on Sun-
n Baptist Theol

tion Bible school which resulted in nine
professions of faith. There have been six
other additions by baptism. The church
more than doubled its gifts to the Dixie
Jackson State Missions Offering, according
to interim pastor Andrew M. Hall.

East Side Church in Fort Smith celebrated
its 35th anniversary Oct. 22-23 with ac-
tivities that included a homecoming
fellowship, testimony celebration, and
musical program. Former pastor Lynwood
Henderson was speaker.

Conway Second Church Royal Am-
bassadors will call attention to world
hunger Nov. 4-5 as they operate amateur
radio station WASRRM and challenge
members to give one dollar to the Southern
Baptist Convention World Hunger Fund.

Leonard Street Church in Hot Springs is
conducting an old-fashioned tent revival
Oct. 23-28 with Les Aldridge, pastor of
New Life Church in Little Rock, as
evangelist and Clarence Hill of Hot Springs,
as music director.

Clarksville Second Church recently con-
cluded a three-week world hunger em-
phasis that resulted in gifts of more than
$209 for the World Hunger Fund of the
Southern Baptist Convention. A local
business firm provided boxes that were us-
ed by members as banks for the collection.

Prairie Grove First Church will dedicate
a multi-purpose building Nov. 6 with ac-
tivities that will include Sunday School, a
worship service, dinner on the grounds, a
1:30 p.m. dedication service, and open
house. Former pastors Pete Petty, Roy
South, Ed Powers, and Tommy Freeman
will be special guests.

Hope First Church ordained Kenneth
‘Wakefield and James Griffin to the deacon
ministry Oct. 9. Speakers were Pastor
Richard Stiltner and Carroll Caldwell,
director of missions for Southwest
Association.

Seminary and pastor of the Malvern church 1935-37, brought the dedicatory message
during the afternoon service. The Ouachi-Tones of Ouachita Baptist University sup-
Dplied special music. Charles Asbcraft, former executive secretary of the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention, preached during the morning service. According to Pastor Zane
Chesser, the $430,000 restoration included new carpeting and pews, new oak panel-
ing and choir rail, a sound system and six stained glass windows. Bill Pbillips was
chairman of the long Dale Beaird was chairman of the
Together We Build steerlng ‘committee.
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Southemy Baplist
College

invites alumni and friends
Coy's Steak House
North Little Rock
Nov. 1, 1988 5 p.m.
$8 per person
Call 886-6741, ext. 120
for reservations
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An Open Letter to Southern Baptists
on Behalf of 3,760 Home Missionaries

Dear Friends:

To date the 1988 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering has passed the
$29 million mark and continues toward the $37.6 million goal.
On behalf of 3,760 home missionaries, I want to sgy “thank you”
to every Southern Baptist for this response to mission needs
across America.

In recent years we have become increasingly dependent upon
this offering for mission expansion. Since every dollar goes
directly to the field for missions, the Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering amounts to 53 percent of our work done on the field. A
supplemental offering in past years, it is today an essential
support for our ongoing ministries. Thus I feel the need to tell
you just how important it is and to ask you to help ensure its
success and guard against a shortfall, ever.

Home Missions is a partnership with all Southern Baptists. You
share in the victories that our missionaries celebrate daily.
Recently a young man was led to Christ out of a drug-crazed gang
in Houston; a young girl in Tulsa found hope and help from an
Alternatives to Abortion Clinic; a Laotian mission was begun in
an Atlanta suburb. And in thousands of other places like these,
you are participating as full partners as you pray and give and
encourage.

Thanks for all you've done in the past and please know we're
looking toward a strengthened partnership with you for the
greatest days ever in home missions.

Gratefully and prayerfully,

oy Kot

Larry L. Lewis
President, Home Mission Board

A Southem Baptist agency supported by the Cooperative Program and gifts to the annual Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
HOME MISSION BOARD -+ 1350 SPRING STREET, NW + ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30367-5601 + (404) 873-4041
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HELPLINE:

Kingdom Events

by Don Moore
ABSC Executive Director

Just as surely as you think of Thanksgh -
ing when you think of November, you
should also think of the state convention
with its auxiliary
meetings, ‘‘M’* Night
and the Foreign Mis-
sion Study. Thanks-
giving doesn't get old
to us even though it is
regularly repeated,
nor should these
kingdom events.
There is something
new each time
around.

For ple, the state ¢ i
Roy Fish, outstanding professor of
evangelism, will be leading us in Bible
study. Larry Lewis, president of the Home
Mission Board, will bring the keynote ad-
dress on missions. Ron Herrod, pastor of
First Church, Fort Smith, will bring the
convention sermon. Cary Heard will bring
the President’s address and Dawn Smith
will bring beautiful theme interpretations
through music and spoken testimony.

As messengers of the churches you will
have an opportunity to see, hear and vote
on some challenging projects that will be
recommended. While many bivocational
pastors may not be able to attend, it would
be so outstanding if some lay person from
every church could attend and then carry
a report back to the congregation.

Just as with your personal family, it isn't
perfect, but the Baptist family is amazing
and wonderful. We need as many of the
family together as possible when we do
Kingdom business! Hope to see you Nov.
1-2 at the Park Hill Church in North Little
Rock.

The Pastors’ Conference will feature
a good number of our Arkansas pastors
plus Dr. Stephen Olford, a premiere ex-
positor of the Word of God. Some of the
best biblical messages preached at the
Pastors’ Conference of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention were preached by our
Arkansas pastors. Remember, the Pastors’
Conference will start on Monday morning
rather than Monday afternoon. Come ear-
ly and mkc it all in.

The i ’ Wives Confe e has
an entirely new schedule and format. Their
meeting, which is held on Monday after-
noon while the pastors are in their con-
fcrcnce. will feature numerous separate

es and two by Marge
Caldwcll of Houston 'ltxzs

Educa-
tion Association will meet to strengthen
their fellowship and to be challenged about
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their work. They, too, have planned an ex-
cellent experience for you who are involv-
ed in religious education, music and/or
youth ministries. Dr. Jack Terry of
Southwestern Seminary, and Scott
Holsclaw of Ouachita University will be
featured.

Foreign Mission Study—Only you can
see that this is done. It is a local church ac-
tivity. Every church should have one. Even
churches without WMU and Brotherhood
could have one. The pastor, or someone he
knows to have a burden for foreign mis-
sions with some aptitude for teaching,
could be enlisted from within the church
to lead in this important matter.

Informed people care. When they care
they pray. When they care and pray they
are moved to help. The study this year
revolves around our work in Nigeria. We
have been there since 1850. We have
around 90 missionaries there. Arkansas
missionaries have had in the past and are
having a key role in our work there.

The suggested date for the study is Nov.
20-23. For those who can, a Week of Prayer
for Foreign Missions will naturally follow
with us all\hanng in the Lottie Moon
Christmas offering.

God willing, two of our Arkansas pastors
and their wives will be approaching their
appointment to Ecuador and Brazil during
these days of study and prayer. Their go-
ing sure makes me want to do better in my
support.

Could this be the year that 100 percent
of our churches take the Lottie Moon
Christmas offering? I pray so!

“‘M’”* Night—Most associations still have
good, strong ‘M’ night meetings. Their
rich background is that of mobilization of
our people in Church Training. We have
not outlived that need. With the great em-
phasis on ‘‘Back to the Baptist Basics’’ and
with the special studies and varied ap-
proaches to learning, Sunday night can
become the exciting place it ought to be
for all of us.

This year, along with the fellowship and
inspiration, I hope every ‘'M"" Night will
feature some of the bright new discipleship
materials that are available to assist our
members in Christian growth. They are at-
tractive, practical and proven. They could
help many of our people move on out for
Christ. Nov. 28 is the date most associa-
tions will be meeting for ‘M Night.

You can pray Nov. 11-13 are special
days. Of the 2,000 international students
who are enrolled in colleges and univer-
sities in Arkansas, some 150 to 200 will ac-
cept our invitation to an International Stu-
dent Conference at Camp Paron. Most will
have never been saved. Most will have

grown up in non-Christian, perhaps even
anti-Christian cultures. A powerful Chris-
tian witness is so vital in this setting. Pray
for our BSU, WMU and Missions depart-
ments as they undertake this challenging
activity.

RAs—Rowdy Activists? No, they are
just energetic kids needing direction. In
almost every church there is at least one
person or one couple who care enough
about these boys to put together an RA pro-
gram for boys grades 1-9. Known as Royal
Ambassadors, this organization has chan-
nelled many young men in the direction of
God’s will for their lives. They are pastors,
teachers, evangelists, missionaries, and staff
workers today. Shouldn’t you observe RA
Week in your church? You probably should
in order to encourage those who work
with RA's, or to encourage the beginning
of RA work in your church. Call the
Brotherhood Department to get the name
of someone who might help you get the
work going!

Let's have a great November!

QuAIny

n Sales
2 and 15 passenger vans, special prices

Used
to churches, (501) 268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
Searcy 72143. Larry Carson, owner

Copeland Bus Sales and Service

Quality pre-owned school buses
Many sizes, makes, models,
and price ranges

St. James, Mo. 314-265-7408

BUILDING .
BUILDING . .
BUILDING . . .
Church Pews & Pulpit
Furniture, Cushions,
Refinishing

Stocking Distributor
N

@mf’

Manuﬂzc/an’ng 6)

P.O. Box 695 - Fifth and Vine
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72115
(501) 374-6008

BAPTISTRIES
& BAPTISTRY

—
STEEPLES
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HELPLINE.

Church Administration
Career Assessment

Career Assessment is 2 personal and pro-
fessional growth experience designed
specifically for pastors and church staff
members. Spouses
are also invited and
encouraged to par-
ticipate when possi-
ble. Dr. Fred
McGehee, a career
guidance specialist in
the Church Ad-
ministration Depart-
ment of the Sunday
School Board, will
lead a Career Assess- .
ment in Arkansas on McGebee
Thursday and Friday, Dec. 1-2. The Career
Assessment Conference will meet at the
Plaza Hotel adjacent to the Baptist Medical
Center, 1120 Medical Center Dr., in Little
Rock. The conference will begin at 10 a.m.
on Thursday and conclude by 3 p.m on
Friday.

Fred McGehee describes Career Assess-
ment as *‘a serious pause in your busy life
as a minister to update your life purposes
and ministry directions!’ Since career
assessments began in 1976, hundreds of
ministers and their mates have participated
in this experience. Without fanfare all have
been offered acceptance, security and
freedom to work on a variety of ministry
concerns.

Career Assessment addresses such areas
as: (1) clarifying calling into ministry, (2)
recognizing limitations in ministry, (3)
developing a personal support network, (4)
identifying recurring patterns/problems in
ministry, (5) managing transitions in
ministry, and (6) relating to people redemp-
tively and productively.

Career Assessment can be especially
helpful for persons who have lost a sense
of purpose, are considering a call to a new
place of ministry, are at a career crisis
point, are facing retirement, or persons
who aren’t experiencing fulfillment in their
lives and ministries.

The registration fee for the conference
is $35 per person, which includes
materials. There is no additional cost when
a spouse attends. Lodging is available at the
Plaza Hotel. The rate is $16 per person
(double occupancy) or $32 for a single.

The last two years it has been necessary
to close registration for this conference
because of the requests. Make your reser-
vation early if you plan to participate. To
register, to reserve a room or to request ad-
ditional information and materials, write
or call Robert Holley, P.0. Box 552, Little
Rock, AR 72203; phone 376-4791.—
Robert Holley, director
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Stewardship/Annuity
Budgets and
Salaries

The largest single item in most church
budgets relates to employee salaries and
benefits, The average Baptist church in
Arkansas spends 41 percent of its
undesignated receipts for ministerial and
supportive staff salaries.

The 41 percent figure came from reports
in the 1987 uniform church letters, Some
churches reported more than 50 percent
for salaries. Others were below the average.
Church resources, number of staff
members, years of service, and local
economic conditions influence salaries and
benefits paid by churches.

Churches should do the best they can
with available resources to provide for the
needs of those who serve. Salaries for
ministers have improved over the years but
many still struggle to meet their basic

needs. Secretaries and custodians, in some
instances, are near minimum wage.

Comp ion for may be
divided into three categories. The local
church, as a responsible employer, will
consider salary and housing as basic
compensation.

Churches may provide benefits for both
ministerial and supportive staff. Most com-
panies provide health insurance and retire-
ment contributions. These two benefits are
not counted as taxable income for
employees.

Many ministers fund church related-

from their own income. Churches
should reimburse ministers for car and
other professional expenses.

A cost of living increase is essential. In-
flation erodes purchasing power and
without annual adjustments church
employees experience frustration.

Contact the Stewardship/Annuity office
for materials or to set up a conference on
salary and benefits for the church staff.—
James A. Walker, director

Woman's Missionary Union

Prayer for Foreign Missions

‘What would be the effect on our world
if every Arkansas Baptist attended a
churchwide foreign mission book study,
every member diligently prayed for the
needs requested by our foreign mis-
sionaries during the Week of Prayer, and
every member sacrificially gave to the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering? God on-
ly knows what could happen in a church
that sincerely placed foreign missions in
a top priority position.

The 1988 churchwide foreign mission
study will draw your church closer to
Southern Baptist efforts in Nigeria as
church members learn about the country
and the needs of our missionaries. Study
books and hing guides are 1
for each age-level at the Baptist Book
Store. Enlist study leaders for all age
groups. Begin planning now to make this
study an exciting and meaningful event
for the entire church family.

Advance promotion is the key to hav-
ing a successful study. Announce the
study in all Sunday School departments.
Plan a series of midweek dinner menus
from around the world to heighten
awareness of the world we live in. Design
posters for church bulletin boards. Make
sure information is placed in church
bulletins and newsletters for at least four
weeks prior to the study. Ask the church
media librarian to display mission study
books two weeks before the study.

The week of the churchwide study,

have WMU and Brotherhood members
visit Sunday School classes to invite peo-
ple to the study. Have a covered-dish sup-
per of African foods for your midweek
meal. Make Wednesday a special day of
prayer for Nigeria. Your church can have
an outstanding foreign mission study if
preparations are made now.

The week of Dec. 4-11 has been
designated as the Week of Prayer for
Foreign Missions. This year's theme,
‘““Because We Have Been Given Much,”
helps us realize our awesome
responsibility—we have much yet to give.
As the 100th anniversary of the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering is celebrated
this year, encourage your church family
to think in multiples of 100 when setting
their offering goals. The 1988 national
goal is $84,000,000. Prayer guides and
offer ing envelopes are available from the
state WMU office.

Our world can be reached for Christ,
but only through concerted, devoted, dai-
ly prayer. God has asked us to pray. The
lives of untold billions of persons depend
on our prayer and financial support: Our
3,842 foreign missionaries who serve in
113 countries are depending on us too.
‘We must become people of prayer. We
must become people who sacrificially
give so our world will be reached for
Christ. Because we have been given
much, we too must give—Angela Lowe,
Acteens director
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Evangelism

Joy Explo ’88

Picture in your mind Joy Explo last
December 1987. Picture 3,500 people who
jammed the Hot Springs Convention
Center. Picture over e
500 young people &
making significant
decisions for Christ!
God blessed that
meeting in a fantastic
way, and we look for-

ward to a glorious A~

year in 1988. —
Not only are we

planning for a fourth '

consecutive year of

record attendance, La, e

gron

but we are praying for a record number of
decisions. Please come and bring youth
who need to know Jesus as personal Lord
and Savior. Bring youth who are struggl-
ing with their Christian life. Bring youth
who are excited and on fire for God! In
other words, bring everybody Dec. 29-30
to the Hot Springs Convention Center for
the Arkansas Youth Evangelism Con-
ference, Joy Explo '88.

Just look at some of the exciting features
this year:

— Buster Soaries, an exciting youth com-
municator, will bring power packed
messages to inspire and exhort young
people.

— Jaime Mayorga, a dynamic young
evangelist who God is blessing with
multitudes of souls coming to know him
through Jaime's ministry.

— Al Denson, a gifted music com-
municator, will lift our hearts toward
heaven and exhort us to be all that we can
be with our walk with God.

— The All State Band and Choir will
make their annual appearances. Contact
your Music Minister for details on how to
get involved. This is the youth'’s possibili-
ty of being an “‘All Stater.” Craig Hamilton,
director of Bands at Ouachita Baptist
University, will be directing the All State
Band. Dr. James Woodward, . artist in
residence at Oklahoma Baptist University,
will be leading the All State Choir.

— We will have a reception at 10:30 p.m.
for youth workers in the Hilton on Thurs-
day night.

— We will also have an exciting, infor-
mative, and challenging multi-image video
program called *‘Love in a Twisted World.”
It is a 48-minute presentation encouraging
young people to follow God's plan for real
love in our twisted society.

N

Al In The Ear

- $395

Finest Guallty and Affordable
Hearing Aids
Custom Bullt - Same Day*

*If in our office by 12 noon

Presidential Canals

$595

Re|

1-800-545-0059

Satisfaction Guaranteed

irs on most other brands
while you wait!.........

For More information about the latest
technology on hearing aids contact:

Statco Hearing Aid Laboratory
4505 J.F.K. Blvd. N.

Little, Rock, AR 72116

T

With This Coupon
10% of purchase price
donated to the church of your choice!

If you have any questions or need addi-
tional information, please give me a call —
Jim Lagrone, associate

Brotherbood
Mission Reports

Thank you for your prayers for the Bap-
tist Men's project in South Africa. God
answered them with a total of 629 deci-
sions. Exactly one half of those were first
time professions of faith.

If your Baptist Men, HSBYM, RA's or
church would like a first hand mission
report on the first Baptist work ever done
among the Zulus, any one of the follow-
ing six men will be glad to respond to your
invitation.

Marvin Kee

4 Perdido Circle
Little Rock, AR 72211
223-3149

Bennie Ellis

Rt. 1

Harrison, AR 72601
741-3308

Verlon Taff

Rt. 1 Box 98
Booneville, AR 72927
675-4196

Jim Burbridge

. 209 Carla Drive
' Hot Springs, AR 71901

321-2228

Bill Sehnert

12 Badalona

Hot Springs Village, AR 71909
922-2389

Burl Lyons

Rt. 1 Box 258

Gentry, AR 72734

736-8925

Do you need help for the new church
year? The following videotapes are
available from the Brotherhood Commis-
sion, 1548 Poplar Avenue, Mcmphls TN
38104: “‘Leading Baptist Men,” “Leading
Royal Ambzsszdoxs." “Hcad First” (prac-
tical ¢ ), and
“Involvmg Men md Boys in Pnycr for Mis-
sions.’

The Brotherhood booth at the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention will have a sign
up sheet for those who are willing to com-
mit themselves to witness in Nevada. You
will be asked to go one day prior to the
beginning of the SBC activities and give
that day to house to house witnessing.—
Glendon Grober, director

October 27, 1988
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Classifieds

Position Open—North Little Rock Baptist
church needs pianist for Sunday and
Wednesday services. Call 753-4827 or
758-2351. 1027

HELPLINES

Next Month in Arkansas: November

ber 1-2, ABSC A 1
Meecting, North Little Rock Park Hill
Church (Ad)

Novembef 6-12, RA Weck (Bbd)

ber 11-13, Inter Stu-

dent Confe Camp Paron (Stu)

Duplication—Video and audio duplication

J&H Custom
Furniture, Inc.

Pews ¢ Chancel Furniture » Cushions

The pride and skill of
Ozark Mountain Craftsmen
combined with modern technology
to produce for you
Surniture of lasting beauty.
Call for information: 501-439-2224
P.O. Box 196, Pindall, AR 72669

November 15, State January Bible

Rock (SS)

ber 22, Lay 1i
School Updzt:, Baptist Bulldtng, Lit-
tle Rock (Ev)
November 20-23, Foreign Mission
Study (WMU)

Study Clinic, Baptist lding, Little

ber 28, “‘M"" Night (CT)

December

December 4-11, Week of Prayer for
Foreign Missions and Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering (WMU)
December 8-9, Evangelism
‘Workshop, Camp Paron (Ev)
December 10, Laity Abroad Lun-
cheon, Holiday Inn West, Little Rock
(Bbd)

December 11, Foreign Missions Day
in Sunday School

December 25, Student Day at
Christmas (Stu)

December 29-30, Joy Explo '88
Youth Evangelism Conference, Hot
Springs Convention Center (Ev)

January

January 7, Baptist Men's
Teleconference, Sherwood First

Church, Hot Springs Village Barcelona »

Road Church, Fort Smith Eastside
Church, Mena First Church (Bbd)
January 8, Witness Commitment
Day (Ev)

January 14, RA Counselor

COLONIAL
INN

““Home Away From Home"’

3116 Mead Drive ® P.O. Box 2097
Jonesboro, AR 72402

* King Size Beds

* HBO

* Push Button Phones

* All Rooms Ground Floor
* Kids Under 18 Stay Free
* 10th Night Free

Call Toll Free
1-800-642-0152

Arkansas Residents Call
1-501-972-8300
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)p and Workshop, North Lit-
tle Rock Baring Cross Church (Bbd)
January 22, Baptist Men's Day (Bbd)

January 23-24, State Church Media
Library Conference North Little Rock
Central Church (CT)

January 28, Youth Leaders Christian
Life Workshop, Little Rock (CLC)
January 30, Baptist Doctrine Study
Preview, Little Rock First Church (CT)
January 30-31, State Evangelism
Conference, Little Rock First Church
(Ev)

February

February 1-4, Volunteer/Part-Time
Music Director Conference,
Nashville, Tenn. (M)

February 3, Lay Renewal Fellowship,
Little Rock (Bbd)

February 6, State Vacation Bible
School Clinic, Little Rock Immanuel
Church (SS)

February 6-7, ASSIST Training, Little
Rock Immanuel Church (SS)

February 11, Bible Teaching Gather-
ing for Small Sunday Schools,

Ouachita Baptist U 1y,
Arkadelphbia (5S)

Abbhrevi Ad - Admis

February 12-18, Focus on WMU
(WMU)

February 19-22, Home Mission
Study (WMU)

February 20-21, Pastoral Ministries
Conference, Little Rock Immanuel
Church (CT)

February 24-25, State Single Adult
Conference, Little Rock Markbam
Street Church (CT)

February 24-25, Volunteer/Part-Time
Music Leader Retreat, Camp Paron
™)

; Bbd - Brotherbood; CLC - Christian Life Coun-

cil; CT - Church Tralnlng, Ev - Evangellsm M - Music; Mn - Mlss{ons SS - Sunday

School; S/A -

de WMU - We s

ity; Stu -

y Union
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ENATIONE

BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE

Amendment Urged

by Marv Knox
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON (BP)—Baptists' religious
liberty agency has asked Congress to
amend the Civil Rights Restoration Act of
1988 “'to ensure that the constitutional
guarantees of the free exercise of religion
are not infringed.”

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs, comprised of representatives from
nine denominations in the United States
and Canada, ratified the request during its
annual meeting Oct. 3-4 in Washington.

Congress approved the Civil Rights
Restoration Act this spring and later over-
rode President Reagan's veto. The act pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color, sex, national origin, age or handicap
in federally funded institutions.

The act overruled Grove City College v.
Bell, a Supreme Court decision that held
a federal anti-discrimination ban applied
only to the specific program receiving
federal funds, not the entire institution.

Religious groups have protested the act,
particularly because it does not distinguish
bétween direct and indirect aid, forces the
institutions to apply for religious exemp-

tions rather, than making the exemptions
automatic, and makes the exemptions
available only to institutions “‘controlled
by"' religious organizations.

The Baptist Joint Committee's resolution
on the act is virtually the same as *‘On Civil
Rights and Religious Institutions,’" a resolu-
tion passed by messengers to the 1988
Southern Baptist Convention annual
meeting.

The resolution criticizes the act for fail-
ing to distinguish between direct and in-
direct federal funding; for making religious
exemptions “‘available only to those institu-

those organizations ‘‘to refuse direct
federal assistance’” and encourages Baptist
organizations that receive indirect
assistance ‘‘to seek legal counsel about
seeking exemptions. . . where necessary to
protect their free exercise of religion.”

In addition to its call for an amendment
to guarantee free exercise of religion, the
resolution encourages ‘‘all Baptists to con-
tact members of Congress to urge them to
support this legislative action.”” The resolu-
tion asks government officials ‘‘to continue
interpreting the exemption broadly so as
to include those institutions indirectly con-
trolled by religious organizations."

The only paragraph added to the SBC
resolution urges the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee suff *'to take posmvc steps to assure the

tions ‘controlled by’ a religious organiza-
tion'’; and for raising “‘potential church-
state problems, particularly for Baptist col-
leges and universities.”

Because Baptists believe in ‘‘religious
liberty instead of simply religious tolera-
tion,” the resolution adds, **We believe that
churches and religiously affiliated institu-
tions which do not accept direct federal aid
should be explicitly exempt from the pro-
visions of this act.”

The resolution tirges ‘“‘all Baptist agen-
cies and institutions to monitor closely the
implementation of this act.”” It also asks

n cC y and the nation at
large that concern by any constituent Bap-
tist body over the religious liberty issues
raised by the (act) does not constitute op-
position to civil rights legislation which has
a worthwhile historical purpose in protec-
ting the legal rights of women, racial
minorities, the elderly and the handicap-
ped.”

That paragraph was part of a separate
resolution passed earlier by the Southern
Baptist Public Affairs Committee, the SBC's
18-member delegation to the Baptist Joint
Committee.

PAC Wants to Approve BJC Briefs

WASHINGTON (BP)—The
Public Affairs Committee of
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion has voted to ask a change
in the Baptist Joint Committee
on Public Affairs policy for fil-
ing legal briefs.

The change asks the BJC to
allow the PAC to approve ‘‘any
brief filed with any court or
agency which purports to
represent the Southern Baptist
Convention.” It also asks the
BJC to attach a disclaimer to
any BJC brief not approved by
the PAC, noting the brief *‘does
not represent the position of
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.”"

Roy R. Gean Jr, a PAC
member from Fort Smith,
Ark., said briefs ‘‘usually are
accumulated over months or
even years'’ and the proposed
action should not create a time
problem for the BJC.

J.1. Ginnings, 2 businessman
from Wichita Falls, Texas,
noted briefs and other legal ac-

tions taken by the BJC are bas-
ed on stated positions
previously taken by the BJC £
see no reason to do this;" he
said of the change.

“We do not want to hzve
our position

— Movcd to. mzke its
meetings ‘‘on the ’record.”
Previously, the PAC had
operated under ‘‘background
rules,’ meaning reporters
could disclose the substance of
di ‘and action but

a brief;”" Currin insisted.

In other actions at the an-
nual meeting the BJC:

— Re-elected its officers for
another one-year term. They

could not quote members by
name. 5

The action was taken ‘‘to en-
sure that all Southern Baptists
have accurate and free access

newletter editor and h:axd-
s

joining the three officers and
two committee chairmén.

— Approved a proposed
1989-90 budget of $75,500,
including $48,000 for the

ducted in its own sessions, the
PAC:

are Marvin C. Griffin, National | to information’* and to bring | newslctter; $17,500 for
Baptist Convention of | the PAC’s policy in line with | meetings, conferences and ex-
America, ch 3 8 SBC ag; said Lloyd Elder, | hibits; and $10,000 for
Prine, American Baptist | president of the Southern Bap- | publication of pamphlets.
Chuches, first vice chairman; | tist Sunday School Board, who — Ratified  April 21+ 22
Ginnings, second vice chair- | made the motion. 1989, as the dates for the PAC
man; and Warren uson, — Re-elected Birmingh Liberty (‘
Baptist General Conference, | Ala., insurance executive | in Atlama.
' secretary. Albert Lee Smith as vice chair- — Set the next PAC mccung
. — Ratified a resolution com- | man and Les Csorba III, an | for April 20-21 in Atlanta, tobc
mending the Soviet Unionand | editor from Alexandria, Va., as hcld in conjucﬂon with the
its leader; Mikhail Gorbach y. The PAC
for making "pmgrcss toward | chairman s elected by the SBC — Recornmended that the
religious freedom.” upon nomination by the SBC | BJC chairman name the PAC
-And in other b con- on Nomination: officers to fill Southern Baptist

— Re-elected Tom Pratt, a
pastor from Brighton, Colo., as

posts on the BJC executive
committee. s

October 27, 1988
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“‘A TRIBUTE TO FANNY

{1

iCE
*ALL THE WAY MY SAVIOR LEADS ME
*A WONDERFUL SAVIOR

known **

“WONDERFUL ¥
WORDS OF LIFE”

*TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE
*WONDERFUL WORDS OF LIFE

“IT IS NO SECRET
WHAT GOD CAN DO
#IT IS NO SECRET WHAT GOD CAN DO

*THERE IS A BALM IN GILEAD

The Most Beautiful Songs Ever Written!

More singing is now avallable as we introduce six brand new cassette tapes. Our first cassette entitled **On The Jericho Road” is a
tremendous blend of both old and new songs, The cassette entitled “‘Old Time Religion" features three more songs written by Fanny J.
Crosby. Each cassette Is one hour long, with the exception of the wonderful “‘Tribute to Fa
long. All singing Is led by RAY WALKER, bass with the
congregational sound that we have loved so long. You will love each and every song. A rare and hard to find collection!

y J. Crosby'’ cassette which is 14 hours
* Quartet, All cassettes have the glorious

i B ARRAEH O ROAD™ R SELIGION”
IN THE WILDWOOD *NEARER THE CROSS
*IT MAY BE AT MORN *ONE BLESSED HOUR
*HE LEADETH ME
‘GOD FOR CALVARY *THOU THINKEST LORD OF ME
KIN = INS *WHEN THE SUN OF MY LIFE GOES DOWN
*NOBODY KNOWS BUT *SWEETER GETS THE JOURNEY
STHAT NIGHT IN *SEEKING FOR ME
*WO! STORY OF LOVE *JESUS KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS
+SING OH SING HIS 4 ﬁﬂ’ *MANSION OVER THE HILLTOP
0 JERICHO ROAD €y WP oTIS THE OLD TIME RELIGION
*JUST A LITTLE TALK WITH *IN THE SERVICE OF M’ G
*HE IS A FRIEND TO *THAT WILL BE GLORY FOR ME (GABRIEL)
*AN EMPTY N *I LOVE MY SAVIOR TOO
*TIME o HIM
*DON'T WAIT TOO LONG *LET THE LOWER LIGHTS BE BURNING
*MEET *THOUGH YOUR SINS BE AS SCARLET
*I'LL FLY AWAY *GLORY FOR ME (POLLOCK)
*BEAUTIFUL ROBES OF WHITE

*BEYOND THE SUNSET

.‘"Il.}iY GOD AND I
*DO YOU KNOW THE SONG

*SONG OF WONDERFUL LOVE *TAKE MY HAND PRECIOUS LORD *THE END OF THE WAY
#JESUS IS TENDERLY CALLING (WON'DWUL. 'WONDERFUL) *WHEN THE SAINTS GO MARCHING IN  *THE LAST MILE OF THE WAY
*I AM THINE, OH LORD CLOUD HAS A SILVER LINING  *I WANT TO KNOW *THANK GOD FOR JESUS, HE'S MINE
*HIDE ME, O MY SAVIOR -wz HAVE AN ANCHOR *BECAUSE HE LIVES *JESUS TOOK MY BURDEN
*JESUS, KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS *AM I NEARER TO HEAVEN TODAY *AMAZING GRACE ./7 *MY GOD IS REAL
*TO THE WORK SWILL THERE BE ANY STARS *HE SET ME *HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN?

RESCUE THE PERISHING *FROM THE CROSS TO THE CROWN

*TO GOD BE THE GLORY *I'LL LIVE IN GLORY *THIS OLD HOUSE

*CLOSE TO THEE *I'LL LIVE ON *PEACE IN THE VALLEY *I LOVE THE LORD

*PASS ME NOT *UPON THE BANKS OF JORDAN *HOW GREAT THOU ART *MY GOD AND I

*HOLD THOU MY HAND STOOD (ALL PARTS SUNG BY.RAY *WHERE COULD 1 GO? *I'D RATHER HAVE

*TAKE THE WORLD, BUT GIVE ME JESUS 'WALKER) *JUST A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE *PUT YOUR HAND IN THE HAND
*1 SHALL KNOW HIM *JESUS IS ALL THE WORLD TO ME *HE'LL UNDERSTAND AND SAY “WELL  *THE HALF I CANNOT TELL

*RED! *WHERE THE ROSES NEVER FADE DONE" *THE HALF HAS NEVER YET BEEN
*WILL YOU COME? *SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY *PRECIOUS MEMORIES TOLD

*'TIS THE BLESSED HOUR OF PRAYER *THERE IS A FOUNTAIN *WILL THE CIRCLE BE UNBROKEN *SING OH SING HIS PRAISES
SWILL JESUS FIND US WATCHING? *GLORY FOR ME *OH | WANT TO SEE HIM
SPRAISE HIM! PRAISE *BECAUSE HE LIVES
*TELL ME THE STORY OF JESUS SHEAVEN

SINS BE AS *WHISPERING HOPE

IN THE ARMS OF JESUS i
ks tennessee ernie ford

SSAVIORMORE THAN LIFE TO MB I truly believe these albums by Ray Walker will enrich your
:',m :t'!:on Me life. I salute you Ray Walker and stand behind you in your efforts

Y
*SOMEDAY THE SILVER CORD WILL BREAK to bring Christ into our every day lives.

Six and one-half (6'/z) hours of singing —

120 songs in all! 0?///’""“”( Lo 2 S{

These cassettes are truly a treasure and are priced at only $8.95 each. They also make the perfect gift. These attractively packaged
recordings may be obtained by writing Dallas Christian Sound or by completing the order form below. What a power source singing can be!

v
HOLIDAY SPECIAL — Order one tape for $8.95, two for $17.00, three for $24.00, four for $31.00, five for $37.00, or six for $42,00!

O ““On The Jericho O “Wonderful Words

DALLAS CHRISTIAN

Road” Of Life”
SOUND PLEASE RUSH: [J “Old Time Religion” [ “It Is No Secret
P.O. Box 796072 O “A Tribute To What God Can Do”

Dallas, Texas 75379

PROVIDING THE BEST IN
RELIGIOUS MUSIC

Fanny J. Crosby”’ O “My God And I”
NAME
ADDRESS

—Life Time Guarantee On All Tapes— CITY

STATE zp
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" NATION

IN ATLANTA PROTEST

CLC Trustee Arrested

by Joe Westbury and Mark Wingfield
SBC Home Mission Board

ATLANTA (BP)—A trustee of the
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis-
sion was arrested Oct. 4 along with 343
protesters in renewed efforts to close Atlan-
ta's abortion clinics.

James Wood, pastor of Mount Vernon
Baptist Church in Atlanta and 2 member of
the denomination’s moral concerns agen-
cy since 1986, was arrested with 138 other
protesters outside the Hillcrest Clinic in
midtown Atlanta.

Another 205 protesters were arrested at
two other clinics, making the morning's
“rescues’’ the largest in Atlanta history. The
343 arrests more than doubled the highest
single-day number of protesters previous-
ly jailed.

All three clinics have been earlier targets
of Operation Rescue, an evangelical group
that has attracted clergy and laypeople
from across the nation to Atlanta. In the
first round of protests, between mid-July
and early September, more than 700 peo-
ple were arrested in attempts to “‘rescue’”’
babies from abortion.

Wood is the first Southern Baptist pastor
known to have been arrested in the pro-
tests. He was released in less than 24 hours,
an improvement over earlier conditions.

At least a dozen Southern Baptist church

staff members and laypeople were arrested
in the first round of the protests. Many of
them spent several days in jail because they
identified themselves only as ‘‘Baby Jane
Doe” or “‘Baby John Doe.”

As the protest at Hillcrest was underway,
Wood left picketers and blocked the entry
to the clinic. He dropped to his knees and
began praying. Police dragged him across
the pavement to a paddy wagon as
onlookers wailed and prayed for those be-
ing arrested.

After Wood was put in the paddy wagon,
one lone man from his group was left ly-
ing prostrate on the pavement. The man's
fingers, bloodied from being dragged
across the rough pavement, grasped a small
plastic replica of an aborted fetus. Police
later took the man to jail.

Five blocks away at the Atlanta
SurgiCenter, police used an armlock and a
neck hold on Southern Baptist layman
Allen Duyn from First Baptist Church of
Nokomis, Fla., to arrest him and bring him
to his feet.

Lee Ann Warner, a Southern Baptist
layperson from Christ Community Church
in Clarkston, Ga., was arrested at the
Feminist Women's Health Center less than
a mile away. Warner was photographing a
protest for Operation Rescue when a clinic
worker allegedly knocked her to the

NASHVILLE (BP)—The interim ex-
ecutive director of the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission has commend-
ed the “prophetic witness and commit-
ment to non-violence' of Commissioner
James Wood of Atlanta, who was arrested
Oct. 4 in an abortion clinic. protest.

Robert Parham, who has been CLC in-
terim director since June, told Baptist
Press:

“‘From the whipping posts of New
England to the Birmingham jail, Baptists

. have given witness on moral issues
through non-violent civil disobedience.
It is a legitimate and exhalted form of pro-
phetic Christian involvement in the
world.

‘‘Many Southern Baptists may not see
eye-to-eye on the issue of abortion. But
all Southern Baptists ought to affirm the
biblical truth and Baptist tradition that a
believer must follow the dictates of con-
science, even if it results in the violation
of the law of the state. To be Baptist has
meant and must continue to mean
freedom—freedom to obey Christ rather

Parham Commends Witness

than Caesar.”

Wood, pastor of Mount Vernon Baptist
Church in Atlanta, has been a trustee of
the CLC since 1986. He was arrested in
a protest at Hillcrest Clinic as part of
Operation Rescue, an effort designed to
“‘rescue’’ babies from being aborted by
discouraging pregnant women from
entering abortion clinics.

He was one of 343 people arrested Oct.
4 in a new round of protests at three
Atlanta abortion clinics. He is believed to
be the first Southern Baptist pastor ar-
rested, although about a dozen church
staff members and laypeople were among
the more than 700 arrested in the first
round of the protests.

Parham said of Wood: ‘‘James Wood
has stepped from behind the security of
the pulpit into the vulnerability of the
public square, leaving behind rhetoric for
tangible action.

‘‘He and other Southern Baptists in-
volved in Operation Rescue are to be
commended for their prophetic witness

and commitment to non-violence.”

October 27, 1988

ground and accused her of assault.

Two other Southern Baptists—Ken LaTall
and Pat Cartette, both of Atlanta and
members of Rehoboth Baptist Church—
also were arrested at the Feminist Women's
Health Center.

New ‘‘get tough'' tactics used by police
included painful finger-benders and a
pressure point technique, where police ap-
plied thumbs and forefingers in the soft
spot behind the jaw, just below the ear.

Atlanta police reportedly have become
annoyed by the continuing drain on per-
sonnel and finances to arrest and process
the protesters.

Watching the arrests from the sidelines,
Operation Rescue leader Randall Terry said,
““This level of brutality against good, or-
dinary citizens has not been seen in two
decades.”” Terry said precinct commander
Maj. Kenneth Burnette should resign for
ordering his officers to respond with such
brutality.

On the same day, the Atlanta City Coun-
cil won injunctions against Operation
Rescue, declaring the rescuers a public
nuisance and instituting fines of $500 per
offense per person.

A representative of the American Civil
Liberties Union, who assisted patients
through picket lines at one location, also
defended the rights of the protesters.

Gene Guerrero, executive director of
ACLU of Georgia, said the local ACLU
chapter filed a formal complaint with the
mayor’s office and the Atlanta Police
Bureau, saying police inflicted unnecessary
pain during the arrests.

The following day, Burnette told Guer-
rero Atlanta police will no longer use the
tactics.

Sullivan Recovering

NASHVILLE (BP)—James L. Sullivan,
retired president of the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board and former Southern
Baptist Convention president, underwent
surgery for stomach cancer Oct. 1l at Bap-
tist Hospital in Nashville.

James Porch, Sullivan’s son-in-law and
pastor of First Baptist Church, Tullahoma,
Tenn., said the surgery ‘‘revealed a form of
lymphoma,” but that Sullivan’s physician
expressed ‘“‘optimism'’ following "the
surgery in which a portion of his stomach
was removed.

Sullivan's recavery is expected to take
several weeks, Porch said.

Sullivan, 78, was president of the Sun-
day School Board from 1953 until his
retirement in 1975. He was president of the
SBC 1977-1978.

Family members said Sullivan's wife,
Velma, is continuing to improve following
treatment for cancer earlier this year.
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‘Spiritual Mandate’

Drummond Pledges to Fulfill Founders’ Dreams

by Al Shackleford
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C.(BP)—Pledging to
take up the spiritual mandate of his
predecessors, Lewis A. Drummond was in-

happened to Southeastern and the people
of Southeastern's community this past year
and 2 half’’ The leaflet was printed by

Southeastern Students for Academic
Freedom.
The wore small yellow ribbons,

auguarated as the fourth presid of
n Baptist Tt al y
in Wake Forest, N.C,, Oct. 11.

Drummond was elected president by
seminary trustees March 15 and assumed
the post April 1.

Evangelist Billy Graham preached the in-
augural address to more than 2,300 par-
ticipants who packed Binkley Chapel,
while about 60 students held a “‘litany of
grief and lament for Southeastern’ on the
chapel steps.

Graham, who described himself as a
long-time friend of Drummond, declared:
‘“What a blessing it would be if a great
spiritual awakening could come from
Southeastern Seminary and sweep
throughout this state and the world.

‘“This seminary could become a beacon
light for evangelism, not only to the
Southern Baptist Convention, but also to
all the world."”

Tying education to evangelism, Graham
said, ‘“There must be preparation and
evangelism at the heart of all we do.”

The ist also noted ev; and
social reform go together. ""We take the
gospel in one hand and a cup of cold water
in the other,”” he said.

Expressing regret that he did not have a
seminary education, Graham said that as
he looks at his life, ‘I regret that I spent
too much time traveling and not enough
time studying.”

But evaluating his friend, Graham said,
“In Lewis Drummond, you have a man
who can teach mngcllsm and be an ex-
ample of an evangelist.”

In his lmugural response, Drummond
noted the of h n

which have become their symbol of pro-
test against trustee actions in October
1987—to ensure that only biblical inerran-
tists can be appointed to the faculty—
which Ited in the i ions of
Southeastern President W. Randall Lolley
and several other faculty and staff
members.

Ribbons also were worn by some facul-
ty members who marched in the inaugural
procession.

Drummond was installed as president by
trustee Chairman Robert D. Crowley, pastor
of Montrose Baptist Church in Rockville,
Md.

*“We are witnessing the plan of God in
action,” Crowley said. Noting Drummond
was clected in troubled times, he urged,
““We need to pray for each faculty member,
each student and the administration.”

Roy L. Honeycutt, president of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Ky., brought greetings from the presidents
of the other five Southern Baptist
seminaries. Also participating in the in-
auguration ceremony were Samuel E.
Balentine and Donald E. Cook,
Southeastern professors, who read Scrip-
ture; Roy J. Smith, executive director of the
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina,
who led the invocation; and Jonathan W.
Edison, president of the student council,
who led the benediction.

Non-SBC
Exhibits
Approved
NASHVILLE (BP)—Thl'ee?‘
non-Southern Baptist
Convention-related

a new exhibit policy
adopted during the fall
_meeting of the SBC Ex-
ecutive Ci

was one of five actions
taken ‘during the Sept.
19-20 meeting of the Ex-
-ecutive Committee relating
to the annual meeting, The
‘committee also dealt with

- proposed bylaw changes,
funding, the National Day

Prayer, resolutions of

: appuciaﬁon and other

Another actlon, ex-

three non-SBC related
schools, calling it divisive.
"It seems to me that when
the fellowship of the con-
vention is so tentative, this
might not be the time to
add one more thing that
chips away at the
cooperative concept,”’ he
said.

Gordon Graham, pastor
of Firsx Baptist Church of

The schools—Criswell
College in Dallas, Luther.
Rice Seminary in Jackson-
ville, Fla., and Mid-
America Seminary in Mem-
phis, Tenn.—had not been.
allowed to exhibit at the
annual meeting under cur-
rent policies, which were
reafﬂrmed by the Ex-

plenary sessions of the Ex-
ecutive Committee, and
the only action to draw

he said.

pected to be d dur- Texas, and
ing the February 1989 chzlrman of the ad-
seting, relates to a resolu- | ministrative and conven-
tion erning obj tion ar sub-
to a television program by | said he beli
Bill Moyers, “God and | it ‘‘would be divisive if we
| Politics,” aired on PBS. leave them out,” and urg-
The new exhibit policy | ed committee members to
was one of only a few ac- | “‘allow them in.’
tions -discussed during Charles Sullivan, pastor

of First Baptist. Church of
Lenoir  City, Tenn., and
chairman of the Executive

last gative votes. Committee, called for a

Seminary and pledged himself to fulfilling Fcbruary The policy sets up a | voice vote of those Iz\:or-

the dreams of its fomr'dchﬁ- ful can se¢ | - The schools, how three-tiered system that in- | ing the new policy, and for

mhﬁg a‘[‘]‘é‘;’-xo;p;nz i ulcl:ftornoﬁ will be euglble to exhibit | cludes primary and secon- | those who opposed it to

ol ] o ~dary as well as | raise their hands. Ten

region and for the ministry of our school,” | p, ¢ starting at the 1989 | exhibitors sponsored by | members of the 76

o annual meeting in Las | primary exhit The £ voted

Since missions, evangelism and meeting | yegas, Ney. Exhibitors pay | most significant changc is | against the changes.

human need are the organizihg principles the cost of their own the set of ok In her. c

of the church, our seminary as an agency
of the church will be proud to graduate
students who will seek to fulfill the Great
Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
The protesting students lined the
walkway at the entrance of Binkley Chapel
“‘in silent presence and vigil.”” They hand-
ed out leaflets that stated, ‘“This day is a
sad and painful reminder of all that has

Page 20

displays and a cost-;
tccovcryfeefoupﬂccmd-

services, convention of- | and Mi

ficials said, noting no SBC.
Cooperative  Program
budget money will fund
the three displays.

The new cxhlbit ‘policy

hibitors,  which lncludn:s
only Cdaw:ll Luther Rice

related matter, the commit-
tee selected Dallas as the

Ruuellmldzy president
of Somhwurem Baptist

ntion site in 1997;
Atlanta in 1999, and New
Orleans in 2001.

inary in

l’ort Worth, Texas, 0oppos-

ed the inclusion of the

gers to the 1989 an-
nual meeting must ratify
the action.
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BLESSONS FOR LIVINGTE

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

The Restoration

by Jim Box, Central Church, Bald Knob
Basic passage: Isaiah 65:8-25
Focal passage: Isaiah 65:17-25

Central truth: The ultimate restoration
of God’s people to a joyful and
peaceful relationship.

Israel had been spared from destf-uc(ion.
but rebellion and rejection had caused the
nation to be separated into two groups. The
characteristic of the godly remnant was
that it was made up of those who, when
they asked a blessing, did so in the name
of “‘the God of truth” (v. 16).

Why is the promise of universal new
creation narrowed down to a single city,
I create Jerusalem'’ (v. 18)? The obvious
answer is that the promise was given to
persons whose history gathered around

Jerusalem, and whose hopes for its future,

prosperity had brought them back from
foreign exile.

God also had’ profound interest in
Jerusalem and great plans for its future. It
became the site of many events recorded
in the Gospels, the place where his great
redemptive work was carried out in the
person of his Son, and the center from
which the good news of salvation was
started on its worldwide course. Who shall
say that he does not yet have plans for the
city of which he said, *‘I have chosen to
set my name there” (Ne. 1:9)?

There can be no mistaking that, taken
literally, we have here a description of an
earthly Eden restored. There are its pro-
mises: (1) From verse 19, a place of total joy
from which sorrow is banished. (2) Enjoy-
ment of full maturity for all persons; no in-
fant ‘‘that lives but a few days’’ (v. 20), but
fullness of years for all. (3) No forfeiture
of property because of war, or any other
cause, but the security in possession’ of
house and lands by their owners. (4)
Children brought the world, not to
face trouble, but to experience divine bless-
ing. (5) Close communion with God
himself who will respond quickly to his
people’s needs. (6) A restoration of paradise
in which hostility and violence will give
place to harmony and peace.

Every moral and spiritual exhortation in
the Bible, and every depiction of a better
world, shall be a stimulus for us to do what
we can to counter the effects of evil and
forward the cause of rightec Our

Sharing the Gospel

by Stephen Pate, Second Church,
Little Rock

Basic passage: Acts 22:14-15; 2 Corin-
thians 5:14-21

Focal passage: Acts 22:14-15; 2 Corin-
thians 5:14-21

Central truth: As believers we have a
mandate to share the gospel.

Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8 contain
a command by our Lord—go! The church’s
popular belief in the 80s is that sharing the
gospel is a gift given of God to just a few.
Paul’s thought on the subject is very clear.
It is a mandate!

Acts 22:14-15 contains our personal call-
ing. Following Paul’s third journey he went
to Jerusalem. There he recalled the message
that God had given him following his con-
version experience (Ac. 9:10-17). The
message that you (Paul) shall be my witness
to all men everywhere. But that was not
just Paul's mandate, it is also ours to tell
what God has done in our lives.

One of a coach’s major responsibilities
is to motivate his players into giving all they
can. Second Corinthians 5:14-17 contains
our motivation for sharing the gospel. For
is is the love of Christ that controls us. He
died in our place. He bore our sins. As a
result there is a new lifestyle. Instead of
each of us focusing upon ourselves we now
focus upon him. Verse 16 indicates that we
should be looking at others in a different
light. It is how we see others that affects
our ability to witness to them.

Being called to witness and being
motivated to share is but two-thirds of the
process. What do we share? What is the
message? Is it one of hope and reconcilia-
tion or doom and despair? Paul’s needs in
2 Corinthians 5:18-21 bring keen insight to
our message and our ministry.

Reconciled (v. 18) indicates prior hostili-
ty. To say one has reconciled us means that
the condition has changed. We can't recon-
cile ourselves, only God can do that. Our
task is to share that our God has provided
the means of reconciliation through his
Son Jesus. And our task is to share with the
world not just a select group of people (v.
19).

I)n verse 20, we find that we are am-
bassadors. Amb dors have a
and represent something or someone. As

b dors for Christ our message is Jesus

major endeavor shall be to bring more peo-
ple into a saving relationship with him.

This d Bible Lesson for
Christlan Teaching. uw-mmnﬂmlmrwmm
cll of Education. Used by permission.
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is God's Son and by placing our faith in him
we can have eternal life.
This lesson s based on the Life and Work Curriculum for Southern

WG!&E;WIWWSM’MMG{N
Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Israel’s Deliverance

by Bradley A. Rogge, Forest Tower
Church, Hensley

Basic passage: Exodus 14

Focal passage: Exodus 14:10-14,
21-24,27,31

Central truth: God wants his children
to have a life filled with victory.

Do you remember when you were sav-
ed? Oh, what a wonderful time it was in
your life. But, do you also remember that
shortly thereafter a real test of your new
found faith took place? This is what was
about to happen to Israel.

Israel had been set free from the bondage
of Egypt, now they must respond to their
first test of faith. How would they react?
First, they would react with almost no faith
at all. When the crisis came they did not
wait to see how God would respond. They
did not wait to hear a word from God’s
man; they panicked. They began to look
for some one they could put the blame on
for the trouble they were in. God had pro-
ven himself over and over again, but the
faith of Israel was so weak he would have
to do it again.

Secondly, the nation of Israel seemed
very ungrateful. They were willing to be
saved from Egypt, but when the going to
a little tough they wanted out. They turn-
ed on the leader, Moses, and accused him
of some kind of failure. Often servants have
to endure the fickle attitudes of the very
people God has called the servant to serve.

Finally, the children of Israel appeared
cowardly. Giving up is a form of
cowardliness. Israel gave up on Moses and
God and they had given up on themselves.

When we accepted Christ as our Savior,
we were not promised a trouble-free life.
We were promised that when trouble came
our way God would be there to help us
through it.

Too many Christians are leading defeated
lives today. Our faith in God has somehow
been shaken and we seem>unable to
recover. Because we feel defeated and we
do not like the feeling, we begin to search
for someone to blame. We may blame God,
a deacon, the preacher, the church, or
something else.

In reality, we need only to look in a mir-
ror to find the real reason for our feeling
of defeat. God with the parting of the Red
Sea provided hope of Israel and defeated
her enemies. God will provide help for us
as well in our trials.

This lesson treatment ls based on the Bible Book Study for Southern

Baptist churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Coavention. All rights rescrved. Used by permissioa.
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Challenge Accepted

FMB Trustees Applaud Parks’ Call to Commitment

by Robert O’Brien
SBC Foreign Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board trustees appl.

Trustees also need to ‘‘affirm mis-
sionaries and staff as bclng lhcologlczlly
and evangelistically sound’’ and to *‘assure

hern that we will continue to

a challenge from R. Keith Parks for them
to lﬂd Southern Baptl.s!s from discord that

P the ion to ‘“‘an
unswcrving progrcss toward world
evangelization."

The Foreign Mission Board president
told hls audience they have a duty to call

p to spiritual land
clear up widely held misperceptions that
undercut the believability of FMB mis-
sionaries, staff and trustees.

Trustees rose in applause as Parks con-
cluded his report to trustees, which Frank
Norman, trustee from West Point, Ga.,
characterized as ‘‘a Magna Carta™ for the
board.

Suspicion and mistrust endanger the
future of missions, around which Southern

channel all quzllﬂed Southern Baptist can-
didates to the field and that no basic
change has occurred in that process,”” he
asked.

Many Baptists have the misperception
that the board “‘will no longer appoint
qualified representatives from the total
spectrum of Southern Baptist life and will
begin to reject those who accept the truth
of Scripture but do not regularly use the
word ‘inerrant,’ or those who have a cer-
tain Baptist political position,” he said.

Trustees, he said, are the only ones who
can clear up that and other misperceptions
about themselves, which he said he has
tried to correct.

Other misperceptions Parks identified in-

Baptists formed in 1845, and ¢
ly threaten the survival “of the Southern
Baptist Convention as we have known it,"”
Parks said.

“I'm fully convinced that our role in
playing a significant part in reaching this
world for Christ is in jeopardy,” he said.
“I'm also convinced that we stand on the
threshold of the greatest opportunity and
could be a significant part in reaching this
world for Christ if we're willing to do so.””

Trustee Chairman Mark Corts of
‘Winston-Salem, N.C., named a six-member
committee to implement Parks’ concerns.
He charged the committee with bringing
a resolution to the board’s December
meeting that affirms ‘‘to all the Baptist
family our personal and corporate commit-
ment to biblical missions, based upon
sound theology, coopemivc spirit and
sacrificial stewardshi

Information from widapmd sources in-
dicates trustees are not trusted by many
Baptists, who perceive them to be
motivated by a political agenda in the SBC's
theological strife, rather than by a missions
agenda, Parks said.

‘“Truth and trust and time’’ :ut needcd
to correct n Baptists’ widesp

that und support of
mlsslons. he added.

Trustees need to correct ‘‘a general
misperception’’ that many FMB mis-
sionaries and staff are theologically un-
sound and not fully committed to
evangelism and sound biblical doctrine,
Parks urged: ‘‘That distortion is about as
far from the truth as you can get. You as
a board are in the best position to correct
that misperception.”
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cluded widespread feeling:

— That trustees are entirely composed
of extreme ultraconservatives determined
“‘to purge staff, starting with the president;
to purge missionaries and to drastically
alter our basic program of foreign mis-
sions.”"

— That trustees will reject ministries to
physical needs in favor of only evangelism,
and that they will reject the principle of
indigenous missions and seek to control all
the conventions and institutions abroad.

— That trustees are not fully committed
to leading Southern Baptists toward in-
creased giving from individuals, churches
and state conventions. An eroding pattern
of giving to the Southern Baptist
Cooperative Program unified budget and
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering already
has begun to undercut foreign missions, he
said.

— That trustees ‘‘have coerced staff in-
to making decisions or developing strategy
that staff would not have otherwise done.”

Parks identified himself as one whose
vocation and avocation is missions: “‘I

“believe the Bible, and it’s from this base I've

given myself to missions in trying to reach
this world for Christ. Missions is my only
agenda.”

Assuming trusteeship at the Foreign Mis-
sion Board means taking on a ‘‘responsibili-
ty for a cause more precious to more
Southern Baptists than any other cause,”
he said. ‘‘You have been entrusted with a
missions agenda. . . . That agenda cannot
be reduced to any single element, but the
total agenda must consume your attention
and your commitment.”

Southern Baptists’ ‘‘growth, strength and
vibrancy’' have been *‘driven by the twin
thrusts of evangelism and missions,”” Parks
said. “‘For that reason, if the mission enter-
prise ever falters or loses credibility among
Southern Baptists, the future of the
Southern Baptist Convention is in as much
jeopardy as a body with a damaged heart."”

Trustees ‘‘need to corporately and in-
dividually commit (themselves) in an un-
mistakable way, in an understandable way,
to all Southern Baptists to our cooperative
missions effort as (their) highest agenda.”

The board could create trust by taking
several actions, in addition to affirming the
soundness of missionaries and staff and
making assurances the FMB will accept all
qualified missionary candidates, he added.

‘“‘Someone needs to call us above the

y, with its misc and
ils suspicions and distrust,” Parks said.
*“The members of this board hold in your
hearts and hands the destiny of the cause
of missions from a human standpoint’
because of Southern Baptists' history, com-
mitment to missions, understanding of
Scripture and the opportunities in the
world today.
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FMB D1ps into Fund

by Marty Croll
SBC Foreign Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Lacking adequate
disaster funds, the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board has dipped into a contingen-
cy account to help Jamaican Baptists
recover from Hurricane Gilbert.

The Foreign Mission Board has released
$172,500 to buy roofing, lumber, nails and
other construction materials, said Thur-

mon Bryant, associate vice president for
mission management. Board officials, with
the Brotherhood Commission, are work-
ing to get Jamaican government clearance
before shipping the materials by ocean
freighter.

Hurricane Gilbert tore through the
Caribbean island in late September, leaving
houses, churches and schools without
roofs just as the rainy season set in. Because

Members of Gardners View Baptist Church, Bull Bay, Jamaica, meet for worsbip the
Sunday after Hurricane Gilbert devastated their island.

October 27, 1988

of the demand for building materials, the
few supplies available on the island have
skyrocketed in cost.

At the end of August, money available to
the board for helping in disasters stood at
less than $100,000.

Only gifts designated for general relief
can be used by the Foreign Mission Board
for needs not related to hunger. On average,
Southern Baptists designate about 5 per-
cent of their human needs giving for
general relief.

The board plans to help coordinate
reconstruction projects in Jamaica. One
such project will involve 10 volunteers
rebuilding a Baptist high school. Four
others call for six volunteers each to rebuild
churches and parsonages. Volunteer teams
enlisted through the Brotherhood Commis-
sion are standing by in the United States un-
til materials are received.

Twenty-one Baptist parsonages and 180
Baptist churches were damaged by torren-
tial downpours and winds of more than
160 miles per hour. Eventually the board
could be involved in more than 30 projects.
Hundreds of volunteers in the United
States, many through the Brotherhood, are
awaiting rebuilding assignments over the
next several months.

Hundreds of former volunteers to
Jamaica have called the Foreign Mission
Board asking how they can help, Bryant
said. In response, board officials are sen-
ding a letter saying they've set up a special
fund just for Jamaican disaster relief.

In addition, the SBC Brotherhood Com-
mission has etablished a fund for construc-
tion costs in Jamaica. Donations designated
for the Jamaica Fund may be sent to the
Brotherhood Commission, 1548 Poplar
Ave., Memphis, TN 38104.

BWA Congress

‘“Together in Christ’" will be the theme
of the 16th Baptist World Congress when
its is held Aug. 14-19, 1990, in Seoul,
Korea.

The Congress is sponsored by the Bap-
tist World Alliance, a voluntary organiza-
tion of 138 Baptist unions and conventions
around the world. Congresses are held
every five years.

The 1990 World Congrcss will feature
plenary sessions in Seoul’s Chamshil Gym-
nasium, site of numerous events during the
1988 Summer Olympics. The program will
include workshops on evangelism and
education, hunger relief, Christian ethics,
human rights, and youth leadership.
Evangelist Billy Graham is scheduled to
bring the keynote address the closing night
at Olympic Stadium.

For more information, contact the Bap-
tist World Alliance, 6733 Curran St.,
McLean, VA 22101.
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident households. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church’s Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of §5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.
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Subscribers lhrough the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.48
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individuzl at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Changes of address by individuals
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or cail us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.
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by Art Toalston
SBC Foreign Mission Board
RlCHMOND Va. (BP)—Slcps to give
p of Baptist
Theologlcal Scmln:ry in Ruschlikon,
Switzerland, were taken by the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board Oct. 12.
The board approved the propcrty
transfer, along with a set of recc

ow

T1tle Transferred

board traditionally has not mortgaged its
overseas properties.

Affirming the board’s action, seminary
President John David Hopper, a Southern
Baptist Y, issued 2 urg-
ing Bapu'sls to “‘encircle Ruschlikon in their
prayers in order that it might become the
Iund of instrument for evangelism, church

and the of Christian

tions to European Baptists on the operation
of the seminary.

The seminary, which has weathered
various budget crises and allegations of
liberal theology, has trained more than
1,000 students representing every conti-
nent since it was founded by the Foreign
Mission Board in 1949.

And, according to a team of five trustees
from the board that met with European
Baptist leaders, the seminary fostered heal-
ing and a sense of unity after the devasta-
tion of World War II.

The FMB team, which was in Europe
Sept. 29-Oct. 4, was created during the
board’s July meeting to *‘listen and gather
information’” about concerns related to the
seminary. It was led by board Chairman C.
Mark Corts of Winston-Salem, N.C.

The property transfer initially was re-
quested by the European Baptist Federation
Council during a meeting in West Germany
attended by the trustee team. The FMB
team drafted a concurring statement and a
number of accompanying recommenda-
tions to European Baptists at the conclu-
sion of its trip.

The team, in its report to the board, said
the property transfer is consistent with the
board’s historic aim of indigenous work

ies, schools and hospital.
by Southern Baptists now are owned,
operated and financed by Baptist conven-
tions or unions in numerous countries.

The transfer also will help the seminary’s
finances, the team said. A $100,000 deficit
is projected this year.

Much of the seminary’s deficit stems
from the falling U.S. dollar, which
decreases the value of the 1988 Foreign
Mission Board subsidy of $345,000, they
said. European Baptists plan to earn in-
come from the seminary property by mort-
gaging it. It is valued at more than $17
million.

As part of the ownership transfer, the
European Baptist Federation will create a
legal foundation in Switzerland, which will
Dborrow at Swiss interest rates of about 4.5
percent but will invest the amount it mor-
tgages outside Switzerland at about 7.5 per-
cent interest.

Thc lncomc will hclp the seminary both
in and in
undertaking maintenance and renovation
of its facilities, the team said. The foreign

leaders which this institution can be and
should be.”

Among the trustee team'’s recommenda-
tions to European Baptists is a request that
the seminary executive board “‘consider
the possibility for a written statement of
European Baptist principles common to all
European Baptists which may give expres-
sion to the y's biblical ¢
and to which seminary teachers would
subscribe.””

At present, the closest thing to such
guidelines is the seminary’s catalog, Corts
said.

‘I would like to see (Ruschlikon) more
in the evangelical mainstream,”” he added.
And he hopes the seminarians will receive
greater exposure to conservative
scholarship.

But Baptists in Europe and the United
States express their beliefs in different ways,
Corts ackrfowledged, and he noted the
trustee team is not dictating specific doc-
trinal statements. But at least the seminary
should express ‘‘what its biblical, doctrinal
parameters are,”’ he said.

Another member of the team that travel-
ed to Ruschlikon, Dale Cain of Lubbock,
Texas, said: “'Did we find everything like
we'd like to find it? No.”" But he said the
team had become convinced that transfer-
ring the property to European Baptists was
“‘what the Holy Spirit has led us to bring
to you as a recommendation.”

““We seek to unify the work of spreading
the gospel throughout Europe,’” Cain said.

Questions about the seminary's
theological parameters arose during trustee
committee meetings Oct. 10-11. Team
members said they discussed with the
seminary’s 10-member faculty such ques-
tions as the virgin birth, miracles and resur-
rection of Christ and the creation account
in Genesis’ first 11 chapters. Team members
said a couple of faculty members gave
strong affirmations of faith, but time did
not allow others to share fully their
views. f

Half the faculty are Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries who teach there full- or part-time.

The team voiced hope that the

y's new i for and
Evangelism and the soon-to-be-founded lay
zczdcmy in Budzpcst. Hungary, will
thrust in
ev:tngclism and church planting.
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