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1 Volunteers bring back
new view of missions
page 11




Both/and (number 12)
Theology and ethics

Theology and eth-
ics are closely relat-
ed in the Bible and
in the Christian ex-

h . Both are
or should be
grounded in God's
revelation of himself
and his will in the
Scriptures. They
have similar goals:
knowledge of God
and his will and pur-
pose.

Maston

Aati

F and sup ture
While theology and ethics are closely
related, they do have some distinctive
emphases and functions. To a degree
they supplement one another. Ethics
looks back to theology; theology looks
forward to ethics.

If the Christian life is thought of as a
building, theology would represent the
foundation, ethics the su re.
Both are necessary for the completion of
the building. And, incidentally, the high-
er the building, the deeper the founda-
tion must be dug. It must be built on
solid rock. Have we laid or are we laying
an adequate foundation?

Again, let me repeat, the building is
not complete without the superstructure
on that foundation. Few things are more
pathetically disappointing than the foun-
dation of a church or a school building
covered with weeds and debris.

As important as theology is as a foun-
dation for the Christian life, it is not

In this issue
4

Should Christians be comfortable in a
comfortable lifestyle? The question is
considered in “Woman'’s viewpoint” this
week.

What three Arkansas volunteers in for-
eign missions saw in Malawi is the story
behind the cover this week. It’s the se-
cond of a series on volunteerism.

16

Southern Baptists will be asked to con-
sider changing church membership size
as a basis for ber of SBC gers
this year.
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by T. B. Maston

worth having unless it is also worth living
by. To adapt a statement of Gaston
Foote, a retired Methodist minister in
our city, “We can be as straight as a gun
barrel theologically and yet as empty as a
gun barrel morally and spiritually.” If
that is true of our lives, we have not been
captured by the kind of theology found
in the Scriptures.

Therefore perspective

The “therefore perspective” which is
prevalent throughout the Scriptures un-
derscores the close relationship of
theology and ethics. This perspective is
particularly prevalent in the eighth-cen-
tury prophets and in the Pauline epistles.

We shall restrict our discussion to the
Pauline epistles. Some of Paul’s epistles,
such as 1 Corinthians and the Pastorals,
deal primarily with daily moral decisions;
others, such as Romans and the Prison
Epistles, were more theological. In some
of these, however, there is clearly evi-
dent a-twofold emphasis on theology
and ethics. The Epistle to the Romans will
illustrate this.

In the first chapters of Romans, Paul
lays a theological base. He was too con-
scious, however, of the weaknesses of
human nature and had too much con-
cern with the quality of life Christians
should live to fail to apply his basic theo-
logical concepts to the everyday issues
and problems faced by the Roman Chris-
tians and others.

In Romans as elsewhere he introduced
the more practical or applied portion of
the epistle with a “therefore” (cf. Gal.

5:1; Eph. 4:1; Phil. 1:2; Col. 3:1). It s in
Romans 12:1 that he says, “| beseech
you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God . .. " It seems rather clear that the
“therefore” referred back to what he
had said in the first 11 chapters: Jews and
Gentiles had sinned; salvation was
available to all through faith; this salva-
tion brings into life some marvelous bles-
sings such as freedom from the en-
slavement of sin, from the law and its
condemnation, from death and its de-
struction. Furthermore, this salvation
brings us into the family of God with its
wonderful blessings.

It was on that basis that Paul appealed
to the Romans and would appeal to us to
present our “bodies a living sacrifice
wholly acceptable unto God which is
your reasonable service.”

There follows in the other chapters of
Romans one exhortation after another.
These exhortations might be more point-
ed and challenging to us if we preceded
each one of them with “therefore.” “I
beseech you therefore by the mercies of
God that ye be not conformed to this
world but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind.”

What about the foundation you and |
have laid? Is it on solid rock, or is it on
woad, hay, and stubble (1 Cor. 3:12)?
What about the superstructure? Is it ap-
propriate for the foundation?

T.B. Maston is retired professor of
Christian ethics at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas.

Applications filed for network sites

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — Applications
for 100 low-power television stations
have been filed with the Federal Com-
munications Commission, and 19 more
are in process, members of the Southern
Baptist Convention Executive Committee
have been told.

Jimmy R. Allen, president of the
Southern Baptist Radio and Television
Commission, gave a progress report on
the establishment of a 100-station net-
work during the February meeting of the
committee.

Allen announced a plan in early Jan-
uary to establish the network of stations,
most of which would have a 10-mile ef-
fecti , in a bid to blish a deliv-
ery system for Southern Baptist television
ministries.

In his report, Allen said: “This is a new
opportunity for Southern Baptists, but it
is a complex kind of opportunity. We
have had to learn it as we go.”

Under the plan, a subsidiary corpora-
tion — the American Christian Television
System (ACTS) — was created by the
Radio-Television Commission, which has
applied for and would operate the net-
work if the licenses are granted.

Members of the committee unani-
mously ratified the charter of the sub-
sidiary corporation after referring to it as
‘a significant event in the life of
Southern Baptists.”

Other components of the plan, in ad-
dition to ACTS, is obtaining a satellite
linkup, development of high quality
programming and recruiting local
churches, associations or conventions to
participate in the ownership and opera-
tion of the stations. '

Officials at the RTVC report no official
word has come from the FCC as to when
— or even if — licenses for the 100 and
1,000 watt stations would be issued.

The locations in Arkansas applied for
are Little Rock and El Dorado.
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The CCF needs your help

The editor’s page

J. Everett Sneed

The Christian Civic Foundation of Arkansas, Inc. is
one of the most important organizations supported by
Arkansas Baptists. Baptists have been active in this or-
ganization, designed to combat the evils of alcohol,
narcotics, gambling and obscenity, since its inception
22 years ago. The Foundation has been exceedlngly ef-
fective in its efforts. The truth is that our state is a better
place to live because of the work of the CCF. However,
the Foundation may now be forced to curtail much of
its work unless additional money is received. Your help
is desperately needed.

The financial crunch has been produced primarily
by inflation and the loss of certain funds which the
Foundation had historically received. Apparently, the
only solution is for those supporting the CCF to in-
crease their giving and.for new support to be found.

Everyone is acquainted with inflation. In order for-

the Foundation to accomplish its purpose, travel and
mass mailings are absolutely essential. Gas has in-
creased 300 percent in the last few years. Postage has
increased at an even more rapid rate. Hence, operating
with yesterday’s budget is impossible. But the CCF has
actually received a decrease in its income. To compen-
sate for inflation and budget loss the CCF needed a
total budget increase of more than $10,000.

To compensate for this financial crunch CCF Exec-
utive Director Edward W. Harris has been forced to
make substantial adjustments in the Foundation’s al-
ready tight budget. Included were no cost of living
salary increases. If money becomes available the staff
will receive the cost of living increase as a bonus at the
end of the year. This means that the purchasing power
of these dedicated and effective people have been
reduced. This amounts to a salary cut. The CCF actually
cut its entire 1981 budget by $1150.

The most important question is whether the Chris-
tian Civic Foundation’s activities are of value to the
well-being of our state. The CCF is involved in a num-
ber of activities, any one of which would be well worth

the entire $66,800 budget. Among these are an alcohol-
narcotic education program, a legislative information
program, and local option campaigns.

The alcohol-narcotic program is of tremendous
importance. The CCF’s educational assistant, Ronnie
Sparks, presents a comprehensive evaluation of the
harmful effects of alcohol and narcotics to young peo-
ple in schools, churches and youth assemblies. During
the past year Sparks has spoken in 110 schools. It is un-
likely that a representative of any single denomination
would be able to present this information in the public
schools of Arkansas.

Executive Director Harris of the CCF monitors the
activities -of the legislature while it is in session. He
alerts churches and individuals to any legislation which
would be harmful to Christian interests. His knowledge
and experience in legislative activities makes him ex-
tremely effective.

Harris, also, assists local leadership in preparing
counties and townships for local option elections,
when requested. This service is provided without cost
to the local area. Last year the Foundation assisted in
nine local option elections. The CCF has been extreme-
ly effective when called on early in preparing for an
election.

Personal contacts and continuous mailouts are of
vital importance if the CCF is to be effective. Increased
cost in travel, lodging, meals, and postage and the loss
of $12,000 traditional income makes the need critical if
the Foundation is to maintain its present level of ser-
vices. Churches and individuals who are interested in
the well-being of our state are encouraged to assist. All
gifts should be sent to The Christian Civic Foundation
of Arkansas Inc., 1007 Donaghey Building, Little Rock,
Ark. 72201,

Editor’s note: The Executive Board of the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention approved this fund-raising ef-
fort in regular session on Dec. 9, 1980.

Avkanan, Bagtist
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Daniel R. Grant

One layman’s opinion

Marijuana and the slowly unfolding truth

One little insignificant sentence ap-
peared recently in a newspaper story on
Thomas “Hollywood” Henderson, the
talented but temperamental former
linebacker for the Dallas Cowboys. Most
of the story was about his having begun a
rehabilitation treatment to rid himself of
the problem of drug addiction. He gave
the reporter a sordid account of his in-
volvement with drugs of all kinds, and of
what life was like when he reached the
stage of being hopelessly dependent on
a half-ounce of cocaine every day.

But back to the one innocent little
sentence. After describing all of the
problems that resulted from his drug ad-
diction, he said quietly that it all ““started
with marijuana.” Since reading that, |
have been wishing | had kept a scrap-
book of all of those self-righteous articles
in the popular news magazines during
the 1960’s and early 1970’s, on just how
harmless marijuana is. | have been wish-
ing | had videotaped all those television
programs that gave such a “good image"’

to the advocates of legalizing marijuana,
and such a bad image to those who have
opposed legalizing marijuana, or making
it more available in any way.

The more we study the use of marijua-
na, the more we learn about additional
dangers from it. The use of marijuanais a
strong link to the use of harder, even
more dangerous drugs. Marijuana does
most of the harmful things that alcohol
and tobacco do, plus other things that
are potentially even more harmful. Mari-
juana can hinder the development of
muscle and bone in young people who
use it in their teens. Marijuana users are
highway risks, because it adversely af-
fects peripheral vision, time sense, and
judgment of distance. The use of mari-
juana during pregnancy can have serious
consequences for the child, including
producing sterility when the male child
grows to adulthood. The carcinogenic
(cancer-causing) content of marijuana
smoke is 20 to 150 times higher than in
tobacco smoke.

And on and on goes the unfolding
truth about marijuana. When will the
television superstars face this truth and
share it with their idolizing audience of
young people?

Daniel R. Grant is President of OQuachi-
ta Baptist University at Arkadelphia.

& 7\

Watch that address

New postal regulations require
that addresses for publication mail-
ings include a box number, street
number or route and box number.
Person and town (plus zip code) is
not enough. Magazines lacking a

lete address will be d

to the “Arkansas Baptist News-
magazine” at a substantial charge

r piece.

Subscribers, whether by church
or individual, will not be added to
the mailing list without complete
address. Church lists of ABN sub-
scribers must be brought into line
with this regulation immediately. J
N

Polly Reynolds

Woman’s viewpoint

3

Are we too comfortable?

Most of us are happiest when we are in
the midst of familiar surroundings. We
enjoy being with those people who look
like us and think the same way we do.
We do not want, in fact, we resist
change.

This month’s Home Missions maga-
zine, Missions USA, has several articles
that encourage back-to-basics Christian
lifestyles. We can immediately turn the
page and look for something we are
more comfortable with or we can just
put the magazine aside and not even
read it. But when we study God's word,
we are once more confronted with many
things that make us uncomfortable.

Jesus spent much time with people
who are different. He talked and ate, and
had he had a home, he would probably
have invited them into it. He went into
the temple and literally turned it upside
down. Matthew 21:12-13 tells us, “And

Page 4

Jesus entered the temple and cast out all
those who were buying and selling in the
temple, and overturned the tables of the
moneychangers and the seats of those
who were selling doves. And He said to
them, ‘It is written, “My house shall be
called a house of prayer; but you are
making it a robbers’ den” * (ASV).

Everywhere Jesus went the comfort-
able, familiar was challenged and a bet-
ter way was offered.

Doing things differently is not easy.
Making changes can sometimes be, dif-
ficult, involved and create problems not
only for us but also for those people
around us. In fact, people will sometimes
feel threatened by our simplified life
style. We measure success by acquisi-
tions both at home and in the church. So
we find ourselves spending more at
home for things to make us more com-
fortable. Spending more at church again

to make us more comfortable and to
prove how successful we are. | think we
should measure our success (if measure
we must) by the intangibles, such as
reaching lost people and giving more to
mission causes. Rather than making our
churches more comfortable, they should
be a service station, refilling us to go
back into the world to tell the Good
News.

Can we continue with business as
usual or do we need to examine our
lifestyle, both at home and-in our local
church? If Jesus came into our homes
and “temples” today, would he relax and
snuggle down into the comfortable or
would he turn things upside down?

Polly (Mrs. Gene) Reynolds is a home-
maker, vol , and a ber o
Douglas Church, She is active in teaching
the Bible, missions work and civic organ-
izations, and she leads lifestyle evange-
lism workshops.
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Letter to the editor
Building for self

Recently, in the Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine and in other religious
news service, we have seen news made
by churches building multi-thousand
and multi-million dollar facilities for
play.

| realize that God is interested in the
total person, yet | wonder how a pastor
and a people committed to Bold Mis-
sions could justify before God such an
extravagant expense on themselves.
Southern Baptist’s plan for a Bold Mis-
sion Thrust is to get the Gospel to every
man on the earth by the year 2000; pro-
vided that we have that much time.

We say as Southern Baptist that we are

a mission minded people and yet our

stewardship is not in what we say. We are

in the main too selfish to be effective in
-..Bold. Missions,

Instead of adding to our already abun-
dantly comfortable super-structures,
why not provide the thousands and mil-
lions of dollars to build church buildings
in our own state, nation and world.
There are thousands of congregations in
our own country who do not have ade-
quate facilities in which to meet. Then
we could add to this the untold numbers
throughout the world.

It shall be to our eternal shame and
condemnation if we continue our trend
of self-centeredness. — Paul Parker,
Vilonia

Distribute service

In a recent letter (Feb. 5, 1981) a writer
stated that a pastor from our state had
served for five years on two important
Southern Baptist Committees, the Com-
mittee on Committees and the Commit-
tee on Boards. In addition to this some
lay persons from the pastor’s church
were also on these committees. Other
committee assignments are also named
in which this pastor has served.

My question is, do we not have other
pastors in our state who are qualified to
represent us? Why has this pastor been
chosen over the many others who have
not had an opportunity to serve? Is there
some good reason for this one pastor
and church to be honored?

It seems to me that there should be a
greater distribution of the representation
from our state. | agree that the Constitu-
tion and By-I should be changed to
keep this from occuring again. — Jim
Fowler, Paragould

March 5, 1981
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The Southern accent

What'’s your stand on Moral Majority?

by D. Jack Nicholas

It appears that
everyone feels con-
strained to take a
position on the
Moral Majority.
There seems to be a
prevailing pressure
constraining each
person to express
himself for or
against.

Surely it will not
become the new
“test of fellowship” among Baptists, but
on the front cover of the Feb. 1 issue of
Parade Magazine was a picture of Billy
Graham along with the title of an article,
“Billy Graham Challenges the Moral Ma-
jority.” Actually Graham did not extend
much of a challenge to the Moral Major-
ity except for expressing concern over
any wedding between the religious fun-
damentalists and the political right.

| would agree with Dr. Graham that
the religious fundamentalists should be
careful about a wedding with the politi-
cal right, but | wish he had also expressed
concern with their being wed to the
political left. After all, the liberals have
held sway for over 50 years and some
kind of change is in order.

Nicholas

Since the '30's liberals have proclaimed
that they had the answer for every prob-
lem and the nation has been taking their
medicine.

Liberalism has defaulted and is in de-
served decline, The promised utopia has
not arrived. The liberals told the nation
to kick off her puritanical inhibitions and
she would become free, whole, and ful-
filled. A quick glance around will reveal
that those who took that advice are in
fact more enslaved, more broken, and
more miserable.

Liberalism is bankrupt. Decades ago it
had all the answers. Today it has none.
Decades ago political liberals could, they
thought, rule the world. Today they cant
even reverse the progressive decay of
New York City.

The sciences, the prime sustainers of
liberalism, are backing down on their ex-
aggerated claims as they struggle against
an inundation by ecological catastrophe
and/or nuclear disaster, both of their
own making.

No, | don’t want to be forced to bed
down with the political right, but please,
for the moment, spare me any more of
the solutions of the liberals.

D. Jack Nicholas is president of South-
ern Baptist College at Walnut Ridge.

e

Nias

Boyce Bible School, an extension in Little Rock of Southern Baptist Seminary,
offers a variety of theological courses for pastors in the state. Clyde Glazener
(standing), pastor of Little Rock Calvary Church, and one of the school’s lec-
turers, leads a class on the parables of Jesus. Over 30 students have enrolled for
the third term at the school, which meets at Central Baptist Hospital.

J
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Arkansas all over

by Millie Gill/ABN staff writer

Pollard Harmony Church

is completing rennovation work on its
sanctuary that recently suffered exten-
sive fire damage.

Holly Island Church

has purchased a bus to be used in its out-
reach ministries.

Little Red River Association

will sponsor an “On-to-College” ban-
quet March 17 at Heber Springs First
Church. Jack Nicholas, president of
Southern College, and Larry Bone, a
representative from OQuachita University,
will speak to high school juniors and
seniors and their parents.

Lone Star Church

ordained Fred James and Walter Mur-
phree as deacons Feb. 15. John Eason
delivered the ordination message.

Paragould Calvary Church

held a study of Philippians Feb. 9-15. Paul
Ragland was teacher with 169 receiving
credit.

Jonesboro Philadelphia Church

is constructing a Family Life Center with
completion date to be about June 1. Itis
estimated that the 60 X 120 foot steel,
concrete and brick structure will cost ap-
proximately $135,000. It will house a full-
size basketball court, an elevated stage, a
commercial-type kitchen, eight class-
rooms, restrooms and storage areas.
Cabot Mt. Carmel Church

held a re-organizational meeting of its
Royal Ambassador work Feb. 15. Neal
Guthrie, state Brotherhood-RA director,

was present to work with leaders David
Brewer, Ralph Fulmer, Ron Cook, Robert ™.

Duhon, George Hamby, John Coleman
and Bill Marks.

Siloam Springs Harvard Avenue Church
has begun construction of a 6,000 square
foot addition to the west end of the ex-
isting sanctuary. The building is to be
used for educational space, primarily
adult Sunday School classrooms. A
groundbreaking service was held Feb. 2.
Pastor Chuck Ward and seven charter
members participated. Members of the
building committee are Guy Strickland,
Lee Hendrix, Jim Holliday and Don
Cutler.

Jonesboro Walnut Street Church

voted unanimously Feb. 15 to begin
rebuilding its physical plant in the near
future on a 24-acre tract in Southwest
Jonesboro. The sanctuary and two ed-
ucational wings were destroyed by fire of
an undetermined origin the morning of
April 21, 1980. Loss to the church ex-
ceeded $1,000,000. Members have met at
the Jonesboro High School on Sundays
and First Presbyterian Church on
Wednesday evenings since the fire.

Page 6

Ground will be broken April 1 for the
new plant according to Pastor Derrell
Whitehurst. The first phase will include a
day care/pre-school center, family life
center that will double as a temporary
sanctuary, classrooms and office com-

plex. The second phase will include ad-
ditional classrooms, chapel and sanctu-
ary. The family life center will include
some classrooms, kitchen and full court
basketball facilities. The temporary sanc-
tuary will seat 540.

.

Rogers Lakeside Church celebrated their first Sunday as a church and dedicated
their new building in a 2 p.m. service led by Pastor Robert Burk Feb. 22. The
former mission of Rogers First Church has met for the past three years in a small
building donated by the Arkansas State Baptist Convention. The new auditori-
um seats 200 people, and was built at a cost of $100,000.

Decatur First Church dedicated their new 300-seat auditorium Feb. 22, in a 2
p.m. service led by Pastor A. E. Maines, former pastor John Terry and the choir
J’ the Bella Vista Church. The cost of the new structure was $425,000. J

N
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briefly

people

Pine Bluff First Church

observed Valentine’s Day with a dinner
theatre presentation of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Broadway musical,
“Oklahoma.” Mrs. Fred Fox was produc-
tion director and Joe Santo was musical

director.

Monticello First Church

observed “Prove the Tithe Day” Feb. 8.
The Ouachita University Singers, direct-
ed by Charles Wright, were featured in
concert at the morning worship service.

buildings

Mission at Paris has building

Southside Mission of Paris First Church
dedicated Feb. 1a building, purchased in
January of 1980.

The 4400 square foot building, located
on South Elm Street, and its furnishings
are valued in excéss of $70,000. It houses
eight classrooms, a fellowship hall and
pastor’s study. There is also space for a 30
X 40 foot educational and fellowship ex-
pansion.

The mission was organized Nov. 19,
1978, with nine people present. Concord
"Association, Ernie Perkins, director, pro-
vided a portable chapel for the organiza-
tion. Joe Bagwell, now pastor of Leslie

First Church, who was the first pastor,
participated in the dedication activities
by preaching to the 105 present for the
morning worship service.

Others participating in the dedication
were James Kinney, pastor; Max Crowe,
Paris First Church chairman of deacons;
Holton Primm, chairman of the mission
and building committees; Perkins, and
William Kreis, pastor of the mother
church.

R. H. Dorris, retired Director of Mis-
sions for the Arkansas Baptist State Con-
vention, delivered the dedication mes-
sage. Prayer was led by Garland Cotton.
— Millie Gill

Fayetteville First Church held an open house in its renovated education build-
ing March 1, followed by a dedication service led by Pastor Jere D. Mitchell.
Built in 1949, the remodeled facility includes a new kitchen, chapel, office suite,
entrance, classrooms and energy-saving heating and cooling systems. The
chu]rch has pledged gifts over the next three years that will pay for the $325,000
project.

March 5, 1981

Nathan Lewis

is now serving Alexander First Church as
director of music and youth.

Thomas L. Harris

died Feb. 19 in Camden at the age of 93.
He was a former president of the Arkan-
sas Baptist State Convention and a for-
mer pastor of both North Little Rock First
Church and Camden First Church. A
graduate of William Jewell College at
Liberty, Mo., he received an honorary
doctor of divinity degree from Ouachita
University in 1941, He was a member
emeritus of the Baptist Medical Center
Board of Trustees. Survivors are two sons,
Albert R. Harris of Camden and Wilford
M. Harris of North Little Rock; a sister;
three grandchildren and -eight great-
grandchildren.

W. O. Lindsey

died in Little Rock Feb. 19 as a result of

.injuries received in an automobile ac-

cident. He was 67. Lindsey, who was
pastor of Little Rock Emmanuel Church,
was secretary of the Consolidated Mis-
sionary Baptist State Convention and was
a member of the Board of Trustees of
Arkansas Baptist College. He was a
member of the joint committee of the
Co-operative Ministries among Baptists
in Arkansas; the Inter-denominational
Ministers Alliance and the NAACP. Sur-
vivors are his wife, Mrs, Hermine Ewell
Lindsey; four sons, Wilfred Lindsey of
Carson, Calif., Albert Lindsey of Rock-
ford, Ill., and Carl ). Lindsey and Michael
Lindsey of Little Rock; two daughters,
Mrs. Regina H. Stewart and Mrs. Debra L.
Johnson of Little Rock; three brothers;
two sisters; and four grandchildren.
Dennis Dodson

observed his second anniversary as pas-
tor of Monticello First Church Feb. 15.
Edmond E. Ramsey

recently accepted the pastor of Clarks-
ville Second Church, coming there from
the First Baptist Church of Keytesville,
Mo. He pastored churches in both Kan-
sas and Arkansas before going to Missou-
ri. A native Arkansan, he is a graduate of
Ouachita University and Midwestern
Baptist Theological - Seminary, Kansas
City, Mo.

Ed Newton

was ordained to the gospel ministry Feb,
15 at Mena Dallas Avenue Church. He is
pastor of the Acorn Church.

Terry Jackson

has resigned as organist for Little Rock
Markham Street Church to enter the U.S,
Air Force.

Ronnie Cunningham

is serving the North Little Rock Graves
Memorial Church as part-time director
of youth. He Is a graduate at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock.
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Evangelist combines gospel
with attack on drug abuse

The Christian Life Council of the Ar-
kansas State Baptist Convention has as
one of its primary thrusts combatting the
abuse of drugs, which last year was a $63
billion industry.

Joining them in this massive effort is
Little Rock-based Evangelist Jack Hazle-
wood, who has taken his presentation
against the use of drugs into public
schools across the nation for the past 10
years.

“We have a school presentation that
we've given to about three million stu-
dents on the drug problem,” he says.
“Last year we were before almost 255,000
students in 17 states.”

An outgrowth of these seminars is a set
of four cassette tapes by Hazlewood,
which includes the regular program held
in the schools, his personal testimony
and information designed for parents.
The Christian Life Council has sent one
of these sets to every director of missions
and campus minister in Arkansas; any-
one interested in hearing- them can
check them out from these Baptist lead-
ers.

Hazlewood'’s early experience in the
drug culture lends substantial credibility
to his attack on drug abuse. As a high
school student in Houston, he began
smoking marijuana and eventually
moved on to heroin, despite warnings
from his school principal and coaches.

“1 began to progress until | was a hard
core user,” he says. “For about a year
and a half | was on my way to becoming
an addict. Then in 1962, some young
people began to introduce me to the
message of Christ.”

He was soon converted and moved to
Arkansas to attend Ouachita Baptist
University. Since graduation Hazlewood
has been involved in evangelism, for the
most part relating it to release from drug
addiction.

In his presentations, Hazlewood tries
to dispel misconceptions that both par-
ents and students have developed about
drug abuse.

“There is an idea,or. concept that peo-
ple have that a stranger will introduce
the kids to drugs,” Hazlewood claims.
“Well, it doesn’t happen that way. Over
85 percent of young people are intro-
duced to drugs by their friends. That was
the way it was in my life.”

Instead of difficulty or hostility from
school administrators in his attempts to
conduct drug seminars in the schools, as
some might expect, Hazlewood en-
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by Robert Dilday

counters few problems.

“We have more invitations today to
get into the public schools of America
than ever before,” he asserts.

Part of the appeal of his approach is
that it is non-sectarian in nature; his ma-
jor emphasis is to help students get out
of a life made miserable by drug addic-
tion.

“We see this as a ministry, but not a
ministry to just.go and get the young
people to the crusades to share Christ,
though that is our ultimate goal.”

The evangelist gets angry at those
parents who would try to avoid responsi-
bility for their children’s drug abuses.

“The whole issue comes back to a
home problem,” he insists. “It is not a
church problem or a school problem or
even the problem of the law enforce-
ment agencies. Many of these young
people are reaching out for attention at
home and are using this to achieve it.”

In trying to reach young people with
drug problems, Hazlewood doesn't rely
exclusively on a once-a-year presenta-
tion in a school. He and his evangelistic
association conduct an extensive follow-
up program to help students.

“We try to set up an area representa-

tive in each city where we’ve been,” he
says. “It’s impossible for me to minister
personally to these young people when
I'm in Little Rock or on the road. If | find
out someone in a certain community
needs help, | call our local repre-
sentative (it could be a pastor, youth
minister or layman) to go visit that per-
son.”

Hazlewood is under no illusion that as
a result of his efforts all the drug prob-
lems in the U.S. will disappear.

“Drugs are here to stay,” he admits.
“We're finding today we're in the worse
drug crisis we've ever been faced with.”

But that and the memory of his own
past misery only spurs him on to greater
efforts.

“We're trying to reach all students
with drug problems. If they won't come
to church we’ll go out where they are.
The theme of our ministry is ‘Outreach
for the Unreached.’ If they are un-
reached in the church we want to reach
them there. If they’re unreached out on
the streets, we want to reach them there.
If they’re unreached in the schools, that's
where we want to go.”

Robert Dilday is an intern with the
“Ark Baptist N ine”.

Evangelist Jack Hazlewood (right) presents his set of four cassette tapes to Bob
Parker (left), director of the Arkansas Baptist Christian Life Council, as he has
done for every director of missions and campus ministers in Arkansas.

ABN photo/Millie Gl
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Your state convention at work

Church Training
Still time to enter
drills and tournaments

There is still time
for Arkansas
churches to partici-
pate in the Youth Bi-
ble Drill (grades 7-
9), Youth Speakers’
Tournament (grades
10-12), and the Chil-
dren’s Bible Drill
(grades 4-6). These
annual drills and
tournaments help
older children and
youth develop Bible skills and speaking
abilities which often result in stronger
witnessing skills and heightened spiritual
growth.

In 1980, over 160 children and youth
participated in drills and tournaments on
district levels. These figures represent
much more than competition and
achievement. They do, in fact, represent
an investment made in the lives of chii-
dren and youth who are equipped with
skills and knowledge which will produce
fruits throughout their Christian lives.

Falkner

Missions
Minder

The cost of operating the Southern
Baptist home missions enterprise for
this year is
$36,600,000 or
3,050,000 per month
703,846 per week
100,274 per day
4,178 per hour
69.63 per minute

Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering
National Goal:
$17,250,000
Wecek of Prayer

for Home Missions
March 1-8, 1981

For sale
42 18’ solid oak used pews
Wagoner Bros.

P.0. Box 528, Booneville, Ark. 72927
Phone (501) 675-2468

March 5, 1981

Churches may send eligible partici-
pants to their associational drill and tour-
nament. Each association will send eligi-
ble participants to one of the eight dis-
trict tournaments to be held in April. The
district tournament dates and locations
are: Northwest, April 6, Rogers First;
Southwest, April 6, Hope First; West
Central, April 7, Paris First; Southeast,
April 7, Warren First; North Central,
April 9, Mountain View First; Northeast,
April 9, Jonesboro Central; Central, April
10, Benton First, and East Central, April
10, Forrest City First.

Materials explaining the children and
youth drills and tournaments are avail-
able upon request from the Church
Training Dept., Box 552, Little Rock 72203
or your associational office. — Bill Falk-
ner

Stewardship
Barriers to giving Il

Persecution and poverty did not hin-
der the Macedonians in their giving.
Wallace Fisher claims the early Christians
gave generously because they were
“motivated by gratitude to God for his

amazing grace in Jesus, his reconciling

and liberating work in Christ.”

In spite of the idealism we give to the
New Testament churches, the Bible re-
minds us of people like Demas. His kind
would never have built strong churches
with liberal offerings.

Paul, requesting Timothy’s presence,
said, “Demas fell in love with this present
world and has deserted me”’ (2 Tim. 4:10,
TEV). Demas returned to Thessalonica
where he could live a comfortable, de-
cent, and self-indulgent life.

Consumerism’s best salespeople per-
suade us to pamper ourselves. Powerful
persuaders convince us we deserve the
nicer things on earth. Going first class is
more than a cliche; it’s an obsession with
those who feel status is measured by
things.

Self-indulgence is a barrier to giving. A
few, like the Macedonian Christians,
have become “extremely generous in
their giving” (2 Cor. 8:2, TEV). They sup-
port Christian ministries through the
local church, and through the church,
ministries wherever God provides an
open door. The self-indulgent first satisfy
themselves, and then, if anything is left,
share crumbs. James A. Walker, Director,
Stewardship/C.P. Department

| am happy because ...

... | am growing year by year.

Harry D. Trulove, President

Hi There! Let me introduce
myself. I’'m Happy Dollar.

... | was chosen to be a part of a Gift Annuity.

... | provide some tax-free income for the one who gave me.

... Someday | will help support some Baptist ministry.
... The one who gave me is happy.

Dollars become Happy Dollars through . . .

Arkansas Baptist Foundation

Lewis W. Beckett, Vice President
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June 1-5
June 8-12
Camp Paron

Contact Brotherhood Depart-
ment for details: P.O. Box
552, Little Rock, Ark. 72203.

Phone 376-4791, Ext. 158.

ABN photo/J. Everett Sneed

Paul Wilhelm honored by association

Clear Creek Association held a special service to honor Rev. and Mrs. Paul
Wilhelm on the occasion of their retirement. Wilhelm completed exactly 21
years as the director of missions of the association on March 1. The Wilhelms
were presented a check for $10,000. The money came from the churches of the
association and from the associational treasury. The association has ex-
perienced progress under Wilhelm’s leadership. Baptisms have increased from
254 to 578, and camp attendance has increased from 228 to 2,127. The special
service honoring the Wilhelms was held Feb. 14, at First Church, Ozark.

Pictured with Missionary and Mrs. Wilhelm are members of the committee
on arrangements. Left to right are Roy Gean Law, Garland Hobbs, Mrs. Paul E.
Wilhelm, Paul E. Wilhelm and Stanley G. Daniel, associational moderator and
chairman of the committee.

A member of the committee not pictured was Bill Milam.

Equipping for Church Growth conferences
For pastors, staff, Church Training leaders %
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Fifteen locations

Monday, March 23
Nettleton Church, Jonesboro
Immanuel Church, EI Dorado
First Church, Mt. Home
First Church, Fayetteville
First Church, Blytheville Gerald Jackson

Tuesday, March 24 Church Training Dept.
First Church, Batesville ABSC
First Churchy Hope
First Church, Harrison
Grand Avenue Church, Ft. Smith
First Church, West Mempnis

Thursday, March 26
First Church, Monticello
Olivet Church, Little Rock
First Church, Pine Bluff
Second Church, Russellville
First Church, Hot Springs

Robert Holley
, Church Training Dept.
ABSC

Henry Campbell
Church Training Dept.
BSSB

John Hendrix
Church Training Dept.
BSSB

Luell Smith
Church Training Dept.
BSSB

Sponsored by
Church Training Department, Arkansas Baptist State Convention

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE



Volunteers bring back
new view of foreign missions

The first time Jimmy Sheffield correctly
pronounced in Chichiwa a greeting to a
group of Baptists in Malawi they gave
him a big hand. So, Sheffield came back
suggesting that a little training in some
basic language would help future vol-
unteers establish rapport with Malawi
Baptists.

But, in spite of some language barriers,
the three Arkansans found the people

by Betty ). Kennedy

This is the second in a two-part
series on volunteers in foreign mis-
sions. More than two dozen
Arkansans have gone or will go to
Malawi in a four-phase program to
provide training for Baptists there
and to conduct an evangelistic
crusade. Volunteers who went in
the first phase in October were
Dwayne Fischer, associate pastor/

warm and friendly, 18 8

with a two-handed shake, and bemg
gracious and appreciative of their teach-
ers.

“The people were open to what we
had come to share,” Conway Sawyers
wrote in reflection in his trip log. “It real-
ly seemed to be God’s timing. | believe
they went away excited about expanding
Sunday school and growing larger
churches,” he concluded after a week of
teaching at a college-level “Bible
school” in Lilongwe.

Sawyers, Fischer and Sheffield led con-
ferences for pastors and laymen at three
different locations each week for two
weeks, for a total of six conferences per
man.,

Teaching materials had been translat-
ed into Chichiwa, the local language,
before they arrived. Sometimes speaking
through a translator, the volunteers
began with the basics of using Sunday
School as the outreach arm of the New
Testament church. They also covered the
need for age grading and participation
by all class members in the Bible study
discussion.

The Arkansas volunteers were hosted
by career missionaries and often were

of education and adminis-
tration at Little Rock’s Calvary
Church; Jimmy Sheffield, adminis-
trator at North Little Rock’s Park
Hill Church and Conway Sawyers,
director of the State Mission De-
partment for Arkansas Baptists.

served typical American meals, but they
had the chance to sample local food also.
Fischer described his first African meal:
nsima (corn meal) and ndiwo, green
beans and meat, all cooked with curry
and served with rice and tea.

Besides the Malawi they saw from their
teaching assignments at Lilongwe,
Nkhota Kota, Blantyre, Chickawawa,
Mzuzu and Zomba, the Arkansans
viewed other sides of life in Africa.

They toured the world’s largest dia-
mond mine near Johannesburg and saw
Soweto, a black residential area which
has become the symbol of apartheid,
South Africa’s strict racial separation
policy.

The Arkansans saw the contrast of
huge modern shopping centers to the
village where Southern Baptist mission-
aries live with two hours of electricity

Your Will and Ouachita

| Wousi s 7

What is a
charitable remainder trust?

It is a legal contract in which the owner transfers property to
atrustee, with the owner and/or a second party (example, husband
and wife) receiving the income for life. After the death of bene-
ficiaries, the remainder goes to Ouachita Baptist University to
educate young people of tomorrow. THis arrangement avoids all
capital gains taxes, often reduces estate taxes, provides an income
tax deduction, and often increases present income.

For information please write to Lioyd Cloud, Senior
Officer, Ouachita Baptist University, Box 754, Arkadelphia, AR
71923, or call 248-4531, Extension 169.

On the cover

A vlgnene of the first-hand missions
view by Conway Sawyers. Career mis-
sionary Charles Middleton teaches a
boy at Nkhota Kota.

each day.

Their trips took them past thousands of
acres of tea bushes and through miles
and miles of game reserve. Photograph-
ing elephants on the game reserve rated
mention in trip logs of the group be-
cause of an extra close encounter with
two charging elephants as the Arkansans
sped away in their Volkswagen bus.
(Dwayne Fischer’s enlarged photo of the
charge appeared in an illustration with
last week'’s article.)

Fischer called his venture to foreign
missions the highlight of his life. “It
would be well worth the time, money
and preparation [for others] to travel to
the mission site,” he said.

Next month, more Arkansans will be-
come volunteers in foreign missions as
they go to teach personal witnessing in
Malawi. They will not replace forelﬁn
missionaries, but they will add to t
work being done. Besides a new ap-
proach to helping missions on location,
the project holds the promise of provid-
ing a more effective method of educat-
ing back home supporters of missions.

Betty ). Kennedy is managing editor of
the “Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine.”

News about missionaries

Mr. and Mrs, Ben E. Hope, mission-
aries to Brazil, have completed furlough
and returned to the field (address: Caixa
05, 78000 Cuiaba, MT, Brazil). A native of
Arkansas, he was born in Grant County
and spent most of his youth in North Lit-
tle Rock. She is the former Berdie Lou
Moose, a native of Oklahoma City, Okla.
They were appointed by the Forelgn
Mission Board in 1967.

March 5, 1981
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Sunday School Lessons

=S

Vs

International

March 8, 1981

Matthew 20:1-16

by Stephen Stege

Beech Street First Church
Texarkana, Ark.

God’s generosity

The time was late September. The grape season was at its peak, and soon
the heavy seasonal rains would come. The grapes needed to be harvested
quickly. The owner of the vineyard went to the market place at dawn to hire
laborers to work in his vineyard for the customary wage of one denarius. The
owner returned to the market place at 9 a.m., at noon, at 3 p.m., and at5 p.m. to
hire additional laborers. One can see from this parable three experiences de-
scribed by the relationship of the laborers to the owner. (1) A contract relation-
ship: doing what was expected and receiving what was expected; (2) covenant
relationship: only a promise from the owner that he would treat the laborers
fairly; and (3) a confident relationship: neither a contract nor an agreement as
to wages, merely the opportunity to work.

One can see stages of growth in these three types of relationship. How
often do we contract with God in our attitude and lifestyle? We state, “God, I'll
do this, but you must do that.” We tend to forget that God is the Creator and
Master Designer of love, trust and truth. How often do we covenant with God?
We may not bargain, but we expect a just reward for our service (i.e. for our
teaching, visiting, and tithing). How often do we respond to service just be-
cause we have the opportunity to serve?

The first laborers grumbled and murmured because they did not receive
more than the second or third group of laborers, yet they received the agreed
amount. The second group of laborers were appreciative and felt lucky, how-
ever the last group of laborers were ecstatic. They could not believe that they
received full wages for one hour of work. They received rewards based on their
need, not necessarily on their desires.

Does this not teach us that the Christian faith leaves much territory open
for wonder and awe? God'’s love and grace are full of surprises. When we lose a
sense of awe before God's dealings with us, we have lost a dimension of depth
in our lives. The wonder of God’s grace is that he deals with us according to our
néed, not our desires.

@ The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copy-
righted by the ional Council of Reli Used by

Bibles Rebound
Restore * Repair * Gold tooling
Specialize in fine leather bindings
Sell rare books

“ONCE SAVED,
ALWAYS SAFE”

Forty-four years experience
Mail orders weicome
The Book Bindery
Majestic Hotsl, 101 Park Avenue et aied it 03
P.0. Box 1908 JOHN L. BRAY, Dept. AR

P.O. Box 1778
Lakeland, Florida 33802

Hot Springs, Ark. 71301
Phone 501/624-7874
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God accepts sinners

The Pharisee in
our text was a pillar
of society. He was
respected because
of his apparently
moral life and loyal-
ty to the commands
of God. The publi-
can, however, was a
near social outcast.
He was considered
to be a traitor, a reli- 2
gious heretic, a thief Lisk
and worse. That Jesus could tell a story
that condemned the former and ap-
proved the latter remains a staggering
assault upon all of our commonly held
values. Yet this is exactly what Jesus did.

The story told

Two men went to the Temple to pray.
Both were obviously concerned with the
things of God. But here the similarity
ends. One man judged himself by look-
ing down upon others and thanked God
that he was not as bad as they. The other
man forgot others and judged himself by
looking only toward God. In so doing he
cried out for mercy seeing himself not
just as “a” sinner but as “the” sinner
among men.

After their prayers, we are given the
verdict of God. The obviously moral and
religious man was condemned. The sin-
ful man was justified. Here the point is
made very clear that it is not “good” men
but sinful ones who are redeemed by
God.

The issue defined

To understand the issue here, it would
be helpful to remember the original set-
ting of the story. The text says that the
story was told of those who trusted in
their own righteousness and goodness
while despising others not meeting their
standards.

The question is not whether or not
God is concerned with our moral values
and religious practices. The Bible and
history make it clear that he is. The issue
is whether or not we can claim as our
right God's favor because of our life style
or whether even at our best we are sin-
ners in need of God’s redemptive grace.

The Pharisee in our text, as well as his
modern kinsmen, felt that because his
life was so commendable, God had little
choice but to bless him. The publican in
our text, who has too few kinsmen, felt

This lesson treatment is based on the Life and
Work Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches,
copyright by The Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved.
Used by permission,
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Sunday School Lessons

Life and Work
March 8, 1981

Luke 18:9-17

by Richard Lisk
England First Church

he had no claim upon God save a plea
for mercy.
A final thought

Who is really a part of the Kingdom of
God? Is it those whose lives are above
reproach but who are so proud of it they
look down upon those who have fallen
into obvious sin? Or is it those who feel
their own unworthiness, regardless of
the kind of life they have lived, and cast
themselves upon the mercy of God?

SILVER DOLLAR CITY'S

<> APRIL 25 & 26, 19810

@ Featuring B.). Thomas dur-
ing the Saturday Evening
Youth Rally.

@ Christian Seminars

@ Contemporary Gospel Music

For more information and a descrip-
tive brochure, write:
Young Christians’ Weekend
Silver Dollar City
Marvel Cave Park, MO 65616
Or phone: (4173 338-8206

g
W Specialists
in church
z construction
CONSTRUCTION

6920 Dahlia Drive
Little Rock, Ark. 72209

Financing available
For information call:
H. W. Roper (501) 562-4582
Irby Watson (501) 847-8565

.

N

Bible Book
March 8, 1981
I Corinthians 12:4-20,31

by Tommy Robertson
Liberty Baptist Association

Robertson

Worship and spiritual gifts

The Corinthian Christians have been tragically wrong in so many areas. This
passage describes their wrong attitudes toward the spiritual gifts God has given
them. These gifts are to enable the believer to be more effective in God’s King-
dom; they were using them to amplify their own pride. Some were envious of
others who had more spectacular gifts. These are to be exercised, however, in
humility and love.

The gifts and their importance (I Cor. 12:1-30)
There was a wide variety of gifts given to the Corinthian Christians, and we
will look at a few of the things Paul said about them.

First, the variety is highly intentional and for the purpose of building up
and developing the cause of Christ and the church. The gifts of wisdom and
knowledge are to enable one to understand God’s word, his way, and his love
and then be able to apply it to individual lives. Others have gifts of healing,
faith, working of miracles, prophecy (speaking forth the message of God),
tongues, and interpretation of tongues. The Corinthians had decided the gift of
tongues was the greatest gift; Paul implies it is the least important of all.

Even though there is a variety, there is to be unity as these are exercised,
for one Spirit gave them all. Besides this we are dependent on each other as are
members of the human body. The disunity of the Corinthians and that in many
of our churches today is foreign to the will of God.

The gifts exercised in love (I Cor. 12:31-13:13)

Whatever gifts God has given us must be practiced in love. The love Paul
advocates is a sacrificing kind of good will toward others and not just a warm
feeling. It becomes searchingly plain in these verses that whatever else we ac-
complish, whatever gifts we exercise, unless it grows from God’s kind of love it
is empty and invaluable.

Paul may well be saying that the other gifts were characteristic of the child-
hood stage of Christianity, but the way of love is the mature, adult stage after
the other gifts have passed away. Love is truly the way every Christian should
go, for love should underlie, motivate, and inspire all that we do.

Conclusion
As we worship and serve our Lord we should do it in unity and love. Other-
wise we cast a negative and sordid shadow across all we try to do for our God.

This lesson treatment is based on the Bible Book Study for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permis-
sion.

PEW CUSHIONS

Reversible or attached upholstered type
For free estimate contact

FLOWERS MANUFACTURING, INC.
P.O. Box 587, Keene, Tex. 76059
.Phone: AC 817-645-9203

Portugal-Morocco-Spain tour
June 8-22 ® Experienced escort
® Special features. Write today:
Dr. Cecil Sutley,

OBU, Arkadelphia, Ark. 71923.
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' Lecture series slated

Three nationally-known religious lead-
ers have been selected to speak for the
1981 Ecumenical Lecture Series in Little
Rock. The lecturers and their dates are
Delores Curran, a columnist syndicated
in 52 Catholic newspapers, March 12;
Rabbi Arthur ). Lelyveld, first Vice Presi-
dent of the Synagogue Council of Amer-

SANCTUARY
RENOVATION

*PEW UPHOLSTERY on location

*PEW CUSHIONS /%%

*FURNITURE
REFINISHING

S & S MANUFACTURING CO.
P. 0. BOX 157 « MADILL, OK 73446

ubcC

for Fall, 1981
obligation. Write:

UBC Housing

Telephone (501) 442-3536

Housing

* Owned and operated by University Baptist Church, Fayetteville, AR
* Located two blocks from U of A Campus — Next to UBC Facilities
* Space for 44 men (housed in UBC Hall — formerly Sigma Chi Fraternity House)
* Space for 26 women (in 5 UBC-owned houses) :

* Approved for freshman occupancy by U of A Housing (by petition)
* More than a residence, a UBC Collegiate Discipleship Ministry

* Complete Meal Service (17 meals per week)

Reservations now being received
Send today for information — No
Staff Director of Housing

505 West Maple Strest
Fayetteville, AR 72701

ica, March 26; and William Sloan Coffin
Jr., senior minister at Riverside Church in
New York City, April 7.

Each lecture will be at 8 p.m. at Second
Presbyterian Church in Little Rock. More
information may be obtained from the
Ecumenical Lecture Series, 2112 Country
Club Lane, Little Rock, Arkansas 72207.

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We believe we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-65568
Route 2, Box 159A
Gurdon, Ark. 71743

Hawaiian vacation
eight days and seven nights
departing June 15, 1981

per person
$79 double occupancy
Little Rock to Little Rock
For further information contact
Rev. David M. Hankins Jr.
51 Broadmoor Drive, Little Rock
Phone 501-565-4123

GROUPS — Reserve NOW for
THE GREAT PASSION PLAY (May-Oct.)
Tickets, lodging, meals and swimming
all for just $16 each
at KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM RESORT
Rt. 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632

Call 501/253-8418 today!

BROCHURE BAPTISMAL
POOLS
FIBERGLASS
CHURCH PRODUCTS

(615) 875-0679
3511 HIXSON PIKE, CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

Music director
Need part-time music director. Mail
resume to: Arkansas Baptist News-
magazine, Box M, P.O. Box 552, Little
Rock, Ark. 72203.

Christian Dormitories

UBC Hall

for Uof A Students
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Joint Jewish, Baptist
work group organized

Attendance report

annual Baptist-Jewish Academic Institute
at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, to develop pastoral workshops
on Jews and Judaism to be held through-
out the convention, to formulate Sunday

Feb. 22, 1981
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — A work thing than they have been asked to do,” G =i iy
group to expk])’re and establish a work-  he said, noting he does not believe the “fou » o
ing relationship” between Southern Bap-  work group will conflict with the inter- Y Rdssinmuuel 2 2 3
tists and Jews has been formed, ac- faith witness program, assigned by the Apes n »
cording to Bailey E. Smith, president of Southern Baptist Convention to the s
the S n Baptist C tion. Home Mission Board. Wes B » 1
Smith, who has established a “close semomite Fo “ 2
.ﬂ.Defur” IW threpu ; ives of the [ " g
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith A «tre.
following two comrgversial statements Oppose b'“' group says -.::,..m_n.. : 5 1
last year, announced formation of the In a statement released Feb. 13, the Bive Mountain Mission ]
group during the February meeting of Christian Civic Foundation of Arkansas soem. ¥, -8 *
the Southern Baptist Convention Execu- voiced its opposition to a bill in the state  [isnen - S Ty,
tive Committee. House of Representatives which will ~ Csbot M Camel ® = ‘
provide for the establishment of state  Cherokeevituge » v
The Oklahoma ’paslor said the work owned liquor stores. —— » .
group grew out of two meetings —one  “We maintain that the proper place for Qi sowe w oA
Dec. 18 in New York City, and the other government in its dea‘:lln’;e v?i(h the comer 2 ®
Feb. 9 in Fort Worth, Texas — between alcoholic beverage industry is that of tax- ki owe % e H
Smith and representatives of ADL. Atthe ation and regulation, not ownership,” ,loee, = - 3
first meeting, Smith said, an agreement said the Foundation. Nuning Home 3
was made “to explore and establish a ~ House Bill 680 by Rep. Jack McCoy of " unview w .
working relationship in which Baptists Malvern would “authorize the Alcoholic  wensae & w s
and Jews could improve methods of Beverage Control Board to purchase s serine s | 2 '
communication to further mutual re-  stock and to establish state owned liquor  foresCiy,fins m
spect and understanding.” stores."” fLin a8 "
Smith will chair the Baptist portion of __The bill is in the House Rules Commit-  Sadivene s o n )
the work group and RaI:;bit gonall)d g. tee awaiting a _hearing, according tc; Gomtle W
Sobel of New York City, chairman of the Edward W. Harris, executive director o Corury,Fem 2 ] .
fonal program ¢ . at.the ADL, thIe thund‘a(‘l:n‘em the church-related Harton ™ = "
n Its statem .y rcn-r
williheacthe fewishicontingent. organization said, “We have emphasized oot f,‘: 'g 1
To serve with Smith are Jimmy R. Al- the fact that the state government, s —©
len, president of the Southern Baptist through the General Assembly, should e > » H
Radio and Television Commission; James not put the state of Arkansas into the li-  Havers Chpel W :
M. Dunn, executive director of the Bap-  quor business without an opportunity for  rut e m 08
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs; its citizens to vote on the matter.” eckvonie i % H )
William G. Tanner,dpres'lltli'em of the Ry e " 1 )
Home Mission Board; William Pinson, o s 2 4]
resident of Golden Gate Baptist Theo- H Lavaca, Fint wom 3
ogical Seminary, and C. Wade Freeman, Literacy classes set s bl nN i
a retired denominational worker who is  The Literacy Council of Pulaski County ~ Mumfedtios = W 2
second vice president of the SBC. will hold a tutor workshop to train volun-  Mubery,Fint m n )
teers in the use of Laubach method (e, i 5‘: 2
Smith said the group will work to es- materials for teaching non-readers. A Mo UteRodk. suntt B
tablish a “mechanism to deal with issues  workshop fee of $3 will be charged. Reg- ' cawy "
of mutual concern,” for programming istration can be made by calling 376-9614  aser » 2
which focuses on common concerns in  or at the workshop. Par i m R
the area of religious liberty, tosetup an  The day workshop will be held at Win- )
2

field United Methodist Church, 1601
Louisiana St., Little Rock, March 18, 19
and 20 from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

A night workshop will be given on
March 23, 24 and 26 from 6:30 to 9:30
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School lesson plans and radio and tele- pm, at Park Hill Church at 201 East C,
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vision programs, and to create a series of  North Little Rock.
articles dealing with American Jews and $ m
Anti-Semitism for SBC publications. bis n ‘
s2

The group, Smith said, also will seeklto K ‘
foster a better understanding of Israel. ek oo 4 1 s

Smith told Baptist Press the work Located Nationwide Yghand v n g
group will supplement work already be- OVERMOLTZER AL A - ¢
ing done on relationships between c:«::;»:g;g:;;;;:; :;: an Buren, n
Southern Baptists and Jews. Aol PRl S Nk ms < >
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Executive Committee adopts
budget, proposes revisions

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — In a far rang-
ing meeting, the Executive Committee of
the Southern Baptist Convention adopt-
ed a $93 million Cooperative Program
budget for 1980-82, and proposed two
changes to the SBC constitution and two
to the bylaws

All of the recommendations—budget,
constitution and bylaws revisions—will
be referred to the 1981 annual meeting
of the SBC in Los Angeles, Calif., for ac-
tion
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Without dissent, the committee ap-
proved a 1981-82 national Cooperative
Program budget goal of $93 million,
which includes a basic operating budget
of $83.4 million, to be divided between
the 20 agencies and institutions operated
by the convention.

The basic operating budget represents
an increase of 11.95 percent over the
1980-81 budget of $74.5 million. Also in-
cluded is a $3 million capital needs bud-
get, unchanged from 1980-81, and a Bold
Mission Thrust Challenge Budget of
$6,599,400, compared to $13 million in
the 1980-81 budget.

The constitutional changes—which re-
quire action at two successive annual
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meetings—involve qualification of mes-
sengers and quorums required for
boards of trustees of the agencies and
institutions.

The first change, which was recom-
mended unanimously, modifies the basis
on which churches qualify for messen-
gers to the annual meetings, revising Ar-
ticle 111 of the constitution.

Currently, every church “in friendly
cooperation,”” ‘“‘sympathetic’” to the
work and purposes of the convention,
and “a bonafide contributor” to the
work of the convention during the pre-
vious year is entitled to one messenger.

According to John McCall, an Execu-
tive Committee member and attorney
from Louisville, Ky., the article is out-
dated “The portion dealing with mone-
tary requirements was adopted in the last
century, and the portion on membership
was adopted in 1946."”

Further messengers, up to a total of 10,
currently are allowed at a rate of one for
every 250 members or $250 in contribu-
tions through the Cooperative Program.

The change would eliminate church
membership size as a criterion and sub-
stitute contributions through the Coop-
erative Program as the only basis for
qualification.

Nelson Duke, pastor from Jefferson
City, Mo., explained the “convention ex-
ists for missionary purposes and not to
give recognition to size and member-
ship. The Cooperative Program is our
lifeline.”

The change would qualify one mem-
ber per church as before, and additional
members at the rate of one for each two
percent of undesignated offerings given
through the Cooperative Program, or for
each $10,000 contribution, up to a total
of 10.

Because of the percentage as well as
the dollar amount, McCall said the
change would “maximize those who are
most generous in Cooperative Program
giving,” and would not penalize smaller
churches.

The second proposed constitutional
change sets forth a ruling that 50 percent
of a governing group will constitute a
quorum. It modifies preyious require-
ments that nine persons are sufficient to
transact business.

McCall said the nine-member quorum
was adopted when many of the boards
had 18 members and “many now have
substantially more than that.”

The change was recommended to the

convention without dissent.
The two bylaws changes, which re-

by Dan Martin

quire adoption only at one convention,
relate to the selection of the committee
on committees and the work of the com-
mittee on resolutions.

The recommendation requires the
committee on committees to be appoint-
ed by a committee composed of the SBC
president and the two vice presidents.
Currently, the president, “in conference
with”” the vice presidents, makes the ap-
pointments.

SBC President Smith, who voted in
favor of the bylaw revision, said the
“change was not directed toward me,
and | do not feel threatened by it. | think
it is an effort to more evenly distribute
the power of appointment.”

Conrad Johnston, a pastor from Salem,
Va., proposed the revision in an effort to
“state in letter’” what he believes to be
the spirit of the bylaw.

The new bylaw also requires the pub-
lishing of the names of the committee on
committees through Baptist Press at least
60 days before an annual meeting.

The second bylaw was offered in an ef-
fort to deal with a growing number of
resolutions offered at the annual meet-
ings. In St. Louis, 49 resolutions were
reported out by the resolutions commit-
tee.

The proposal would expand the reso-
lutions committee from 10 to 12 mem-
bers, of which four must be members of
the SBC Executive Committee. Currently,
three members must be on the Executive
Committee.

It requests that resolutions be sub-
mitted at least 30 days before a conven-
tion, and says all resolutions must be in-
troduced by the end of the first day of
the three-day meeting.

The work group which presented the
revision to the Executive Committee also
suggested that no resolution be present-
ed to the convention which duplicates
the views of any other resolution during
the past five years, except for correction.

However, at the suggestion of John
Lewis, a pastor from Raleigh, N.C., that
segment was deleted. Lewis pointed out
that “time and again we (the convention)
have gotten out of tough situations by
endorsing previous actions.”

The Executive Committee also rejected
two recommendations which were made
in resolutions at the 1981 St. Louis con-
vention.

The first requested participation in the
election of SBC officers be limited to a
maximum of three votes per church, and
the second recommended a study of the
feasibility of expanding participation in
annual meetings by electronic means, in-
cluding registration and voting.
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