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=IT'S UPLIFTING

‘Our Dream

Came True’

by Elizabeth Watson
Southwestern Bapltst Theological Seminary

FORT WORTH, Texas—Growing up in
Etowah, Tenn., Lisa Condee Witt and Kathy
Crockett Burton were so close they were
often mistaken for sisters.

In August they found out it was no
mistake,

Witt, the wife of Robert Witt, a student
at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, is the adopted daughter of
Southwestern graduates Ernest and Wilma
Condee. She has discovered that Burton is
her biological sister and that she has
another sister as well.

“‘I wasn't sure if I was awake or dream-
ing when I received that phone call from
the Tennessee Department of Human Ser-
vices informing me I had two sisters try-
ing to locate me,”" she said.

““I just didn't believe them,” Witt said.
“I knew I was adopted but I didn't think
I had any biological siblings."”

The Condees adopted Lisa in 1966
through an agency in Cleveland, Tenn.,
when she was 16 months old.

In 1975, Condee became pastor of
Goodsprings Baptist Church in Etowah—
the town in which Witt's older sister Kathy
was living.

“Even though Kathy was two years older
than me, we became fast friends,’ Witt
said. “‘Her family attended Goodsprings
Baptist Church and we went to the same
grammar school.

“'A special bonding occurred when we
discovered we were both adopted,” Witt
said.

The two shared a passion for music. *“We
both loved to play the piano and occas-

sionally we would sing duets together,”
Witt said.

Their paths parted when Lisa moved to
Jefferson City, Tenn., to attend Carson-
Newman College. Burton married shortly
after high school graduation and Witt mar-
ried in her first year of college.

But their friendship took on new dimen-
sions when Burton asked the Department
of Human Services to help locate her
biological siblings. Unknown to Burton and
Witt, Karin Clark LeMay, their middle sister
living in Hermitage, Tenn., was also seek-
ing her sisters.

After Witt's sisters contacted each other
they found her.

“'I didn’t know what to do for several
days after I received the call,” Witt said.

Her parents were participating in part-
nership missions in Venezuela at the time,
so Witt finally called Burton's mother for
advice.

“‘Before I could say anything she told me
what Kathy had been up to,”" Witt said.

““When I called Kathy to talk about it, it
didn't take long before she said, ‘‘Lisa,
you're that third sister we're looking for."”
My birthday matched that of the missing
sister and she was convinced it was me.”

Just days after she requested information
about her biological sisters, Witt's mother-
in-law died and her brother was hospitaliz-
ed. She immediately flew to Knoxville,
Tenn.

While in Knoxville, a neighbor from Fort
‘Worth read over the telephone to Witt a let-
ter from the Department of Human Ser-
vices confirming the sisters’ relationship.

“‘Driving back home to Fort Worth we
were so excited,” Witt said.

““We all grew up with brothers—great
brothers—but we secretly wished for
sisters. Our dream came true.”

GOOD NEWS/! i

A Wonderful
People

Isaiah 42:6-9

This Old Testament passage magnifies
the fact that the church is no fly-by-night
operation. Her roots are in ancient Israel,
even as her flower is in the New Israel
created in Christ Jesus. Note three impor-
tant truths about God’s fellowship.

Called in righteousness (v. 6)—On the
basis of his righteousness, God took the in-
itiative to call his church from darkness to
light and to constitute her by his redemp-
tive act in Christ.

Kept in love (v. 6)—"'1 will also hold you
by the hand and watch over you'' (NASB
v. 15). The fellowship is in the Father’s
grasp and under his watchful eye. Some

gregations may act defeated and for-
sakcn but God's church is triumphant and
secure in his hand.

Appointed to mission (vv. 6-7)—God’s
fellowship is his gift to the nations. To the
church God has given responsibility to pro-
claim Jesus as light, sight, and liberty.

Adapted from “‘Proclaim;* Oct.-Dec. 1980. Copyright
1980 The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Conventlon. All rights reserved. Used by permission. For
subscription Information, write to Material Scrvices
Dept., 127 Ninth Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234.
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Sacrificing for Missions

J. EVERETT SNEED

During the recent SBC Executive Com-
mittee meeting, Dr. Keith Parks, president
of the Foreign Mission Board, evaluated
Southern Baptist mission activities around
the world as representing ‘‘the best of
times and the worst of times.”" It is the best
of times in that there are more mission op-
portunities than there have been since the
organization of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. Doors are open all around the
world. New gies are being developed
to present the message of Christ as never
before in the history of our convention.
The best trained missionary personnel in
the history of the convention are available.

But it is also the worst of times because
our giving is not matching the oppor-
tunities which are available. The actual
dollars given for the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering have risen from $40.5 million in
1979 to $69.9 million in 1987. But the pur-
chasing power in 1979 was $30 million; in
1987 the purchasing power was only $35
million based on the adjusted inflation rate
base of 1976. This means that Southern
Baptists are only slightly more than keep-
ing pace with the inflation rate.

During this same time period our mis-
sionary force and the number of countries
we serve has grown dramatically. In 1979
there were 3,010 missionaries serving in 95
countries. Today there are 3,843 mis-
sionaries in 113 countries.

The Foreign Mission Board is to be com-
mended for accomplishing almost the im-
possible. But money can be stretched only
so far. The 1989-90 operating budget for
missions around the world will be reduc-
ed 12 percent. This means that the money
available for ongoing operations will be
reduced significantly. This obviously will
hamper the work of our foreign mis-
sionaries in every country.

Southern Baptists can be justly proud of
the quality of our foreign missionaries.
They are well-trained people. In order to
be a career missionary, one must have a
master's degree or its equivalent. A typical
missionary will hold the baccalaureate
degree from an accredited college and a
master’s degree from a seminary. Many of
our missionaries hold the terminal degree,
such as the Ph.D., Th.D., or M.D. Each mis-
sionary must also have at least two years
of practical experience.

Our foreign missionaries make dramatic
sacrifices to be on the mission field, but
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most Southern Baptists have not given
sacrificially to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering or to the Cooperative Program.
For the past six years Southern Baptists
have failed to reach the Lottie Moon
Christmas offering goal. This accounts for
the small incregse in real money available
to the Foreign Mission Board.

The question arises: What kind of
sacrifices do our foreign missionaries
make? First, they are removed from their
roots. Family and friends in the United
States are no longer readily available to the
missionaries. This in itself constitutes a ma-
jor sacrifice.

Second, in order for a foreign missionary
to be effective in most places in the world,
they must learn a new language. Good
communication is absolutely essential if

missionaries are to reach people and to pro-
vide quality leadership in the countries
where they serve. While language aptitude
varies greatly with individuals, there are
few who can effectively master a second
language as an adult without great effort.

Third, and possibly the most difficult, is
mastering the culture of a new country.
Every nation has its own customs, which
must be acquired by our missionaries.
Some of these are easily learned while
others are exceedingly difficult for a mis-
sionary to accept.

Another sacrifice faced by missionaries
in many parts of the world is the necessi-
ty of sending their children away to boar-
ding schools at an early age. Often, it is
necessary for missionaries to teach their
children at home through grade six and as
early as junior high school send them away
to boarding school. In many countries this
might be several hundred miles.

Southern Baptists can take great pride in
the quality and commitment of the mis-
sionaries that we are placing on the foreign
field. The Foreign Mission Board is also to
be commended for its excellent manage-
ment of funds Southern Baptists have
given. However, we are fast approaching
the time in which our mission work will
come to a standstill unless we give more
money. Our Lottie Moon goal for this year
is $84 million. It is essential that we meet
this goal.

The most important question for each of
us is: What would God have me to give to
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering this
year? If active Southern Baptist families
will seek God's guidance regarding the
amount to be given to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering, the goal will be met!
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SPEAK UP

DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

I have some infor-
mation that you may
use to effect savings
in your church and to
create better at-
titudes. It surely
could clear up some
misunderstandings.

First, recent studies
reveal that literature produced by the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board
(BSSB) is less expensive than Scripture
Press, David C. Cook or any other indepen-
dent literature source.

Second, BSSB literature is written and
edited by Southern Baptists and for
Southern Baptists with sound educational
considerations for each age-group. The
Baptist Faith and Message is the doctrinal
standard by which the content is
controlled.

Third, the BSSB receives no Cooperative
Program funds. The revenue from literature
sales and Baptist Book Store sales are all put
back into Southern Baptist work. No in-
dependent 1 companies do this.

The BSSB will put $72,897 back into the
Arkansas Convention work this year. How
will it help us? It will be divided: BSU,
$22,725; Church Music, $12,711; Sunday
School, $20,736; and Church Training,
$16,725. Within these funds are services
for architectural consultations, media-
library consultations, recreation and fami-
ly ministry helps and church administra-
tion helps. This'is cash that helps fund our
state work.

This just begins the story. Ridgecrest and
Glorieta are funded by the BSSB. The many
consultants who come to do conferences
throughout the year come at the expense
of the BSSB. Isn't this amazing? It makes
you wonder where the profit goes when
independent publishers sell at higher
prices. You can be sure it does not come
back to help Southern Baptist churches.
Besides the above mentioned benefits, the
BSSB has never received allocations for
capital expenses such as buildings. Rather,
‘the BSSB has made contributions to the
SBC capital expenses.

There may be a better plan. I doubt it.
‘We ought to appreciate this amazing ar-
rangement and help our people to unders-
tand and appreciate it, also. Remember
these things when you are tempted to com-
plain or switch . to. non-convention
literature publishers.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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MISSIONS ADVANCE 87-89

Missionary to the Core

Southern Baptists are 2 missionary people to the core. The emphasis on reaching
a lost world with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ has been our inspiration
and the main reason for our growth as a2 denomination. I believe God will con-
tinue to bless us only so long as we make obedience to the Great Commission

our highest priority.

‘‘Missions Advance 87-89"' is an attempt to do just that by encouraging all of
our Arkansas Baptist State Convention churches to increase their Cooperative Pro-
gram giving. Our state convention is following a plan of annual increase as all
of us agreed we should, but unless our churches do likewise it will become in-
creasingly difficult to keep that commitment on schedule.

In 1985, Park Hill Church voted to increase its Cooperative Program giving by
.5 percent each year until the year 2000, when we would be at the 20 percent
level. Like individuals, churches need to be reminded of their commitments from
time to time, With that in mind, we invited Bud Fray to speak to us not too long
ago and challenge us to continue our church’s own missions advance.

There are over 100 ‘‘Missions Advance 87-89"' speakers across our state who
would be delighted to share this challenge with your church. If you would like
the names of these individuals, contact Jimmie Sheffield in Little Rock. After all,
missions is not just another program, it is our reason for being and, perhaps, the
most obvious test of our loyalty to Christ and his mission.—Cary Heard, pastor,
Park Hill Church, North Little Rock.

Woman’s Viewpoint

Visitation Is Worth It

NANCY JORDAN

One of the hardest pro-
grams for any church to
keep going is the outreach
visitation program. Is it
worth the time and trou-
ble? Do people really want
us to visit them? I, for one,
am thankful that some peo-
ple thought so.

My earliest memory of
visitation was in hearing
some men from a church
visiting a business man
who did not attend any
church. The only reason
they gave him for coming
to their church was that it
was just good business to
attend. He would be able to
make the *“‘right’’ contacts,
and his business would
grow. Somehow, even
though I knew very little
about churches, this did
not ring true to me.

Then my husband and I
moved to Fordyce. We
‘Were just a very young cou-
ple with two little
children. We could not

have added any prestige to
the church, and definitely
not any significant amount
of money. I was not a Bap-
tist, L.B. was not a
Southern Baptist, but none
of that mattered to the
folks at First Church, For-
dyce. Not just one person
came to visit us, but
several, and some of them
more than once.

I laugh at us as I look
back on our reason for not
attending. I told them we
couldn’t get off and leave
our children, that maybe
we could take turns about
going sometime.  They
didn’t put me down in any
way, Or even try to correct
me. They just said that

‘would be a good way to get
started.

One Sunday one of the
‘women picked me up, took
me to her Sunday School
class, sat with me in church
and afterwards said, “‘Let
me show you our nursery.”’
The next Sunday, one of
the men picked L.B. up,
took him to his Sunday
School class, sat with him
in church and afterwards
said, ‘“‘Let me show you
our nursery.’”

What a blessing we
received by becoming a
part of that church, receiv-
ing friendship, encourage-
ment and Christian educa-
tion. I'm sure those folks
had no idea they were
visiting a future minister,
but I'm thankful it was
worth their time and trou-
ble to visit a young couple.

Nancy Jordan is the wife
of L.B. Jordan, director of
missions for the Red River
Association. She has three
grown children and five
grandchildren.
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COVENANT MARRIAGE: Last of seven articles

Couples Sharing and Supporting

by Rick M. Smith

The value and experience of Covenant Marriage cannot be limited to a 13-week
course on Sunday evening at the church. Covenant Marriage must become a lifestyle
that is challenged and affirmed through the experiences a couple face and the
other couples they interact with. The lifestyle of Covenant Marriage involves
couples learning principles, ideas, and skills as they observe their friends’ mar-
riages and the marriages of relatives. It involves consistently assessing aspects of
their own marriage and celebrating their strengths while developing plans and
working for change and'growth.

Southern Baptists have a wide variety of resources available for couples to con-
tinue in the process of enriching their marriage These include features in Home
Life magazine such as “‘Couples Bible Study' and “*Coupletime.”” Hundreds of
couples have benefited from participation in a Baptist marriage enrichment retreat.
Other group and couple studies can be offered in the church and community to
reach couples for marriage enrichment. These include Church Training Equipping
Center Modules and other book studies. Associational, state, and national con-
ferences like the Fall Festivals of Marriage offer couples unique opportunities for
marital growth experiences. Making a commitment to each other to participate
in some of these growth opportunities will help a couple realize this lifestyle.

Covenant Marriage has other goals intended to help bring marriage and family
enrichment into the mainstream of the local church ministry. One of these is to
train other couples in the local church to be actively involved in marriage enrich-
ment leadership. In the rative guide of the Covenant Marriage Leader’s
Notebook, an effective four-hour leadership training model is provided to help
train couples for this unique ministry. Since the ideal size for a Covenant Mar-
riage study group is five to seven couples, many ﬁhurchcs could have multiple
groups meeting simultaneously. When several couples have a commitment to and
training in marriage enrichment, this will assure that such a ministry will have
the potential to be on-going within their church.

Another goal is to establish couple support groups out of the initial experience
of Covenant Marriage. Some couples will sense the need to continue a ministry
of support and encouragement to one another. As they meet in perhaps a2 home
from time to time they can share together their progress in living out the skills
and principles of Covenant Marriage. Again, churches who can create multiple
Covenant Marriage study groups may also have multiple support groups for couples
meeting year-round.

Finally, as couples share their experiences and concerns with each other, the
need for other group events may emerge. One possibility might be *‘Parenting By
Grace," another L.I.LEE. course similar in design to Covenant Marriage. Couples
might identify other special interests such as sexual fulfillment, dual-career mar-
riages, in-law rel. ips, money and aging parents. A study group
could meet needs in couples’ lives related to these areas.

Rick Smith is associate pastor of Sylvan Hills First Church in North Little Rock.
He serves as family ministry director for the North Pulaski Association.
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Letters
to the Editor

Powerful Tool

Churches today are spending millions on
beautiful buildings for people to meet
together and worship in. But how many
people of the world come into these
buildings to find peace and learn the truth?
‘We loudly protest 2 movie that desecrates
the name of Christ, and we should. We
have marches and sit-ins and prayer vigils
to protest the abominable abortion clinics,
and we should. But can't we counter-
attack?

It is past time to take advantage of op-
portunities that could be ours. We cannot
stop the making and showing of ungodly
movies by ungodly people. But Southern
Baptist churches could unite, pool their
resources and produce movies of their own
that would be factual.

There are those who would say, ‘“‘How
dull and unexciting those movies would
be.” Not so. A few good biblical movies
have been made in the past. The Bible con-
tains endless possibilities for film making.
Throughout the Bible are stories that con-
tain all the elements that fascinate the
human race, such as love, romance,
mystery, intrigue, murder, mayhem,
rebellion, chaos, miracles, beauty, ugliness,
ad infinitum. No person has ever written,
nor indeed shall ever write, 2 book more
interesting and powerful. Throughout the
Bible a web is woven in which God uses
imperfect people to carry out his perfect
will.

Millions of people will never open a Bi-
ble, neither will they enter a house of wor-
ship. But these same people will attend
movies and rent home movies. These
movies could lure the masses and entice
them to know more about the Bible and
ultimately some will want to know about
the Author.

This could be a most powerful tool to
reach the world. Yes, we have some good
sermons preached on TV, but most worldly
people will not watch those. Couldn't this
be done on a non-profit basis, thereby mak-
ing it available to the poorest of the poor?
Perhaps someone with power and in-
fluence could make this feasible. Am I
dreaming an impossible dream? With God’s
blessing and help, it would not be.—Madge
Harp, Springdale

Letters to the editor are Invited. Letters id be typed
doublespace and may not contain more 350 words. Let-
tors must be signed and marked *‘for A com-

plete policy statement is avallable on request.
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FAITH AT WORK

A Visit to China

by J. Everett Sneed
Editor, Baptist

In mid-April 1988, a medical team from
the Baptist Medical System visited Henan
Medical University at the invitation of the
University's President Du Bailian. The pur-
pose of the trip was to participate in the
celebration of the University’s 60th an-
niversary and to negotiate continuing
agreements for exchange visits between
physicians of the two institutions. On April
29, the agreement was approved by the
Chinese government and was formally
signed.

The initial trip included four physicians,
a nurse, and two teachers in addition to
Russell Harrington, chief administrator for
the Baptist Medical System. The group was
exceedingly well received and the Chinese
government was fully aware that all the
team members viewed the trip as a Chris-
tian ministry.

China today is more open to foreigners
than it has been any time since the end of
the cultural revolution. A Har-

overwhelming support for the govern-
ment. For the first time in many years, it
appears that the desires of the people and
of the government are in concert.

One of the first impressions that a visitor
to China gains is that there are masses of
people everywhere an individual travels.
Since one-fifth of the world’s population
is in China, a visitor immediately senses the
impact that the Chinese people can have
on the future. It is evident that China could
become a world leader. To facilitate this it
would be necessary for the government to
care for the needs of its own people,
harness the massive labor force, and
develop the intellectual potential of the
people.

The attitude toward Christianity has
changed remarkably in the last few years.
The official policy of the government is to
allow freedom of religion. There is to be
no outside denominational influence of
Chinese churches. To accomplish this, the
Chinese government has actually sanction-
ed religi freedom by blishing what

rington said, “‘Strong and friendly relation-
ships with China are
essential to the in-
terest of the United
States. It is necessary
that we have a proper
balance with the
growing national
powers through out
the world. The secret
to insuring a proper
and healthy relation-
ship between the
United States and
China depends more
upon economics
than anything else.”

China is currently
in need of finding
open markets for its
goods. It also needs
to obtain technical
expertise in developing technological
skills, so the masses of people can find
fuller employment. The need for industrial
development in China appears to be almost
limitless. Perhaps this is the area in which
the United States can provide the greatest
benefit. The Chinese have developed tradi-
tional skills in contrast to the development
of modern technology. The traditional
skills have been honed and developed in
an atmosphere of isolation.

The current Chinese government, under

is called the *“Three Self Christian Church”
Baptist Medical System photo

Members of Baptist Medical System’s China team.

(self-governing, self-supporting, and self-
sustaining). The government has even pro-
vided money for construction of new chur-
ches as a measure of reparation for the past
destruction during the cultural revolution.

Some of the Chinese Christian leaders
have reservations regarding government in-
volvement in financial support of the
church. But Chinese Christian leaders are
taking full advantage of this opportunity
to openly spread the gospel. The result is
a new awakening to Christianity. This

the direction of Deng X to

ing is particularly evident among

be developing policies which will improve
the quality of life for the Chinese people.
There is an obvious emphasis on public
housing construction. There seems to be
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the large number of young people who at-
tend worship services.

It is possible in the future that official
American church input may be allowed. It

is doubtful, however, that the traditional
approach to missions being developed by
missionaries will be allowed in the
foreseeabic future. The Chinese people
seem to want to develop their churches
from within, and it is certain that this is
the intent of the Chinese government.

It is possible that organizations such as
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
may be able to help in a variety of ways in
the future. If this is allowed, new ways of
ministering must be discovered. Long term
emphasis must be developed through peo-
ple to people ministry as opposed to
the building of Baptist missions and
churches.

The primary concern of the medical
team which went to Henan Medical Univer-
sity was to interact with the Chinese
medical professionals. They observed that
Western influence upon Chinese medicine
was obvious. It is not occurring at the ex-
pense of traditional Chinese medicine. In
the same hospital, traditional Chinese
medicine is practiced in one wing while
Western style medicine is practiced in
another.

Traditional Chinese medicine includes
herbal medicine, acupuncture and
ChiGung. Research is under way to deter-
mine the value and effectiveness of tradi-
tional Chinese medical practices. The
medical team observed surgery being con-
ducted with the use of acupuncture
without the use of anesthetic.

The medical team observed that many of
the Chinese physicians are excellent in
their practice of medical treatments using
the very latest approaches. Some of the
hospitals, such as Friendship Hospital in
Beijing, are utilizing some of the latest high
tech medical equipment. Dr. Walter
O'Neal, observed, ‘‘One of their greatest
difficulties lies at the area of bias against
Western medicine. In America we begin
with the premise that good medicine can
be only practiced in a clean environment.
This concept apparently is not well
understood in China.”

The medical team was agreed that there
is a primitive approach in maintaining
cleanliness in patients’ rooms and through
out the hospital. Harrington said, **This is
the area in which we probably could pro-
vide the greatest improvement in the
medical care of China.”

Members of the team were: Don Elliott,
retired superintendent of schools, Cabot;
Russell Harrington, president, Baptist
Medical System, Bonnie Hutson, R.N.;
Harold Hyder, M.D., occupational
medicine; Almeda Elliott, school teacher;
Harold Hutson M.D., orthopedic surgeon;
Lawson Glover, M.D., endocrinologist; and
Walter O'Neal, M.D., chief of medical af- ~
fairs, Baptist Medical Center.
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Spreading the Word

general and his family. Because the

Chinese Woman Takmg Gospel to Homeland

by J. Everett Snced
Editor, Arkansas Baptist

Mr. and Mrs. Don Elliott of Cabot were
the individuals who were instrumental in
securing the medical exchange between the
Baptist Medical System and Henan Medical
University. The story had its beginning
when the Elliots read about the Foreign
Mission Board Laity Abroad Program in the
Arkansas Baptist. They contacted Roy Nix,
who was a Mission Service Corps volunteer
working on Laity Abroad, and made
application with the Foreign Mission
Board.

After the Elliotts’ applications were ap-
proved by the Foreign Mission Board, the
FMB contacted Mrs. Grace Han to assist the
Elliotts in locating in China to teach
English. Mrs. Han attended school with
many of the Chinese government officials
or their wives. Grace Han's husband,
Daniel, also has numerous contacts among
the current Chinese officials.

Daniel Han's father was the first national
pastor of the Baptist Mission in Kaifeng.
Grace Han's father was a general in the
Chinese Army. Both families were well
known and had considerable financial
resources.

During the Chinese-Japanese War,
Grace's family sent her to Louyuan, out of
the war zone, to provide protection for her.
Her father felt that this was necessary
because of his military connection.

After Grace, then 11 years of age, had
spent several weeks in Louyuan without
any word from her family, she became anx-
ious to return home. A friend agreed to
assist her. Several individuals slipped to the
Yellow River and paid a large sum of
money to a boatman to take them across
the river. At length a boat arrived and the

individuals filled the boat quickly. Grace,
being smalier than the others, was unable
to get on the boat, which was completely
loaded. The boatman assured her that he
would return and pick her up at a later
time. Great caution had to be used beczuse
the Japanese were watching for individuals
who were trying to cross the river.

When the boat arrived at mid-stream of
the swollen river it capsized. Grace could
hear the cries of those who were on the
boat as they drowned in the river. Because
she was unable to get on the boat, her life
was spared.

After some hours another boat came, and
this time she successfully crossed the river.
She was now alone and many miles from
home. But she
started walking in
that general direc-
tion. She recalls
sobbing, ‘‘God,
please give me
direction because
I'm not sure
which way to go.”

Grace had to be
careful because
Japanese soldiers
were everywhere
looking for in-
dividuals = who
were trying to move through the area
which they had conquered.

Grace's father had the impression that
Grace was trying to come home. In spite
of the military occupation and personal
danger, he began searching for Grace. He
searched unsuccessfully for two days.
Eventually Grace made her way home, cold
and hungry but unharmed.

Pastor Han offered protection for the

Almeda Elliott, Grace Han, and Don Elliott

uplity

VIAn Sales
Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches, (501) 268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
Searcy 72143. Larry Carson, owner

A SMILE OR TWO

A young mother was surprised and

Jap had not occupied the Baptist Mis-
sion, Pastor Han could offer sanctuary to
a few individuals.

The general did accept sanctuary in the
mission. He and his wife were confined to
a small room with nothing to do. Pastor
Han brought a Bible to the general. It was
through the reading of God's word that the
general accepted Christ and became a
Christian.

Grace attended medical school for one
year in China. Her parents wanted to pro-
vide her with the best possible education.
Through the Southern Baptist missionaries,
arrangement was made for her to attend
Louisiana College, a Baptist college in
Pineville, La. After attending college there
for one year, Grace was told by the presi-
dent that the school did not have the pro-
per curriculum to prepare her in the

ABN photo / Mille Glll medical field. He
made arrange-
ments for her to
transfer to Baylor
University.

Since Grace was
not an American
citizen at the time,
she was told that
she could not be
licensed as a
physician. So she
received a bach-
elor of science in
nursing. While
working at Baylor Hospital in Dallas, she
had contact with Daniel, whom she had
dated briefly in China. They began to date
more seriously and were married.

Daniel had received his doctor of
medicine degree in China and was in the
United States to do additional study. It was
the Hans plan to return to China, but
because of the implications of the cultural
revolution they were unable to return. After
several more years of medical study, Daniel
and Grace became American citizens in
1964. Dr. Han, a noted pathologist, has
worked for the government as well as in
private practice.

Approxi; y three years ago, while

pleased when her 11-year-old gl
gave her a gift she'd bought with her own
allowance.

Hughes pew cushions
Reversible or attached
Quality, comfort and beauty

We belleve we can

save your church money

3 weeks delivery on fabric in stock
For free estimate call collect
Eugene Hughes, 353-6556
Route 2, Box 570
Gurdon, Ark. 71743

“It’sb you work so hard and no
one appreciates it,”" she explained.

*“Your father works hard, t00;” said the
mother, feeling a bit guilty.

“I know,' murmured the daughter,
“‘but he doesn’t complain about it."”

A race horse is an animal that can take
several thousand people for a ride at the
same time.

October 20, 1988

Grace was reading her Bible, she felt that
God wanted her to work to spread Chris-
tianity in China. She has a ministry entitl-
ed, ““Wah-Mei'' which has a three prong-
ed goal: to promote Christianity, educa-
tion, and culture. The Elliotts were the se-
cond couple that Grace was able to assist
to go to China to minister.

Dr. and Mrs. Han are currently in China
working out additional details on medical
exchange between Baptist Medical Center
and Chinese hospitals. She has also been
successful in bringing two of the in-
dividuals that the Elliotts taught English to
Baylor to study nursing.
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Arkansas All Over

People

Richard Britt is serving as pastor of
Falcon First Church, Buckner.

Billy West has resigned as pastor of Ten-
nessee Church, Texarkana.

Allen Thrasher observed his 10th an-
niversary of service Oct. 2 as pastor of First
Church, Booneville, when the church
honored him with a reception at which he
was presented a camcorder and
accessories.

Keith Sandefur is serving as pastor of
Palestine Church, Quitman. He and his
wife, Theresa, have two children, Jarred
and Megan.

Roger Pettit has joined the staff of South
Side Church, Heber Springs, as minister of
music.

Don Reed is serving as interim pastor of
First Church, Henderson.

Douglas Fisher has resigned as minister
of youth at Rosedale Church in Little Rock
to serve as pastor of Bluffton Church.

Harold Henson is serving as pastor of
First Church, Farmington, coming there
from Cleburne, Texas, where he served Eirst
Church as minister of education. He is 2
graduate of Southwestern Baptist
Theological, holding both master of divini-
ty and master of religious education degree.
Henson and his wife, Kenna, have a
daughter, Sydnie.

Jack H. Hogue of Little Rock, a retired
Baptist minister, died Oct. 8 at age 88.

MILLIE GILL

Hogue, who was ordained as a Southern
Baptist minister in 1934 by East End
Church, Hensley, was a member of First
Southern Church, Bryant. Survivors are his
wife, Lavada B. Hogue; a son, Douglzs E.
Hogue of Little Rock; two

Calvary Church near Booneville held a
service Aug. 28 in observance of five years
of service since its reactivation. Youth and
women of the church and members of the
Sxmn Fzmily prcsemcd special music.
ie Darr, director of

Kathleen Perdue of Benton, and Janita
Probst of Memphis; a stepdaughter, Nanette
Burch of Conway; three grandchildren;
three stepgrandchildren; and two
stepgreat-grandchildren.

Briefly

Marianna First Church ordained Ralph
Bowman and Glenn Hopper to Ihc deacon
ministry Oct. 9.

Gosnell Church recently recognized Bill
Decker and Bill Dawson as Baptist Men of
the Year and Brenda Davis as Baptist
Woman of the Year.

Park Hill Church in Arkadelphia closed

its church year with 23 new members, nine

of them being by profession of faith and

baptism. Thc church also sent 2 12-member
team to Indi;

Hon Church at Waldron ordained Pastor
Hugh Rice to the preaching ministry Sept.
25. Participating in the service were VW.
Simpson, Ed Hon, Glen Wagner, Lee
Vaughn, Mrs. Larry Hileman, Euell Plum-
mer, Johnnie Darr, director of missions for
Buckner Association, and L.D. Casey.

Parks Church has purchased a maxi-van
to be used in outreach and other activities
of the church.

missions I'or Buckner Association, and Elva
Adams, former DOM. James Simons is
pastor.

Amboy Church in North Little Rock
observed 30 years of library service Oct.
2, noting that currently it houses 4,789
volumes of reading materials that have
been read by 37,685 individuals. Several
years ago the library was named “'The Iva
Vines Library,”" honoring Mrs. Vines, who
has served as librarian for the 30 years of
service. Serving with her are Helen Holl-
ingshead and Shirley Whiting. They are not
only responsible for weekly reading ser-
vices, but coordinated activities for 29
summer reading clubs.

Devalls Bluff First Church, which
observed its first homecoming in its 86
years of service Oct. 16, has voted to begin
a fund-raising campaign to build a new
sanctuary and education building on 20
acres of land on Highway 70. This land was
given to the church many years ago by the
Mary Parker Hosek Family.

Lakeside Church in Hot Springs is
holding a revival Oct. 16-21 led by Sam
Whitlow, pastor of Harmony Church in El
Dorado, and Donny Casper, music and
youth director at Bayless Church in St.
Louis.

Dardanelle First Church, in a Sept. 25
service, honored Orville Lee Brown,
Clarence Harp, and G.S. Cornell, naming
them deacons emeritus.

Jayco®
Motor Homes
Trailers

()
AVION

JIM MASHBURN

2304 E. Nettleton, Jonesboro, AR 72401

501-932-7989

Fold
Downs
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Midway Church held a service Oct. 2 to
commission Leona Kirby as a volunteer
through the Missions Service Corps of the
Home Mission Board. The service featured

a formal presentation of the Missions Ser-.

vice Corps Commission to Mrs. Kirby.
Pastor Bill Mabury led the service.

West Memphis Second Church
celebrated homecoming Oct. 9 with both
a noteburning service to celebrate payment
of it debt-free status and a dedication ser-
vice for its new educational building.
Former pastor Jack Auten was speaker.

Elmdale Church at Springdale ordained
Dennis Griffin and Eddie Thomason to the
deacon ministry Sept. 25.

Valley Springs First Church is holding
its fall revival Oct. 16-23 with John Finn,
director of Arkansas Christian Civic Foun-
dation, serving as evangelist.

Hazen First Church became one of the
newest members of Baptist Telecommun-
cations Network Oct. 1. BTN committee
members are Barbara Moore, coordinator,
Reta Chlapecka, Mary Kisor, Donna Col-
eman, Virginia Westerfield, Faye Patterson,
and Franklin Skarda. Howard J. Kisor Jr. is
pastor.

Roberson Church of Lonoke, which was
constituted in January 1988, became a self-
supporting congregation Oct. 1 after
receiving pastoral aid as a mission from
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

ST

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy any of these
securities. The offering is made only by Prospectus.

$10,000,000
Series D

Home Mission Board
of the Southern Baptist Cqnvention
Church Loan Collateralized Bonds
Minimum Purchase: $500.00

Proceeds from the sale of the bonds, along with other available funds of
Home Mission Board, will be used to make direct loans to Baptist chur-
ches affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention for the financing of
sites and the construction of buildings in keeping with the Bold Mission
Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Interest on the bonds will be payable semi-annually. The bonds will be of-
fered with maturity dates varying from six months to fifteen years and the
interest rate will vary from 8.5% to 10.5% depending upon the maturity
date as set forth in the Prospectus.

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling or writing the Home
Mission Board.

Home Mission Board, SBC
Attn: Church Loans Division
1350 Spring St., NW
Atlanta, GA 30367
1-800-HMB-BOND (462-2663)

Please send a copy of the Prospectus for the Series D issue of Home Mission Board Church
Loan Collateralized Bonds.

Addi

City, State, Zip

October 20, 1988

Chesser Honored

A retirement celebration was held by
First Church, Carlisle, for Charles Chesser
who has served that congxqpﬂon for more
than 22 years. Under
Chesser's leadership
the church has ex-
perienced steady
growth both numer-
ically and financially.
The budget has
grown from $34,000

to $228,000. Under
Chesser’s leadership,
the church erected a

complete new educa-
tional and worship facility. The church
plant is currently valued at more than
$800,000. The church borrowed $180,000
to complete the church plant in 1977 but
eliminated the debt in 1980. The congrega-
tion is currently debt free.

Chesser has served churches in Texas,
Oklahoma and Arkansas. In Arkansas he
has served the Kibler Church, Antioch
Church near Hot Springs, First Church,
Amnity and the Collins Church.

The congregation used Sept. 25, t
honor the Chesser’s. The speaker for the
morning service was Zane Chesser, pastor
of First Church, Malvern and the brother
of Charles Chesser. Chesser used I Samuel
7:12 as his text. He said that, on an occa-
sion such as this, individuals were to look
back to the past at victories, look forward
for future victories and above all to look
up to the one who provides the victory.
The invocation was led by Ben N. Elrod,
president of Ouachita Baptist University,
who prior to his prayer paid tribute to
Charles Chesser.

Several members of the Chesser family
participated in the service in various ways.
Charles Chesser, managing editor for the
Log Cabin Democrat, Conway, read Scrip-
ture and led in the morning prayer. Special
music for the morning service was
presented by Mrs. Charles Chesser and four
of the Chesser's daughters, Ann
Brumbelow, Karen Bailey, Becky Perkin
and Mary Kelly. The Chesser’s have seven
children and nine grand children.

The afternoon message was delivered by
ABN Editor J. Everett Sneed. Other
speakers participating included W. T.
Byrum, director of missions for the
Caroline Association; Jim Byrum, pastor of
Immanuel Church, Carlisle; and Bill
Hilburn, moderator of the association and
pastor of First Church, Ward.

A number of gifts were presented to the
Chesser’s. Among these were four plaques,
a cemetery plot in Carlisle, a book of let-
ters, and a monetary gift. State Represen-
tative Bobby Glover, a member of the Carli-
sle church, presided over both services.
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CALLED TO BRAZIL

Hardly Surprising

by Mark Kelly
Managing Editor, Arkansas Baptist

Ken and Hope Overton’s surprise didn’t
raise a single eyebrow.

The couple recently told the congrega-
tion of Arkansas City First Church that they
were about to be appointed by the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board for
service in Equatorial Brazil.

““The folks came by after the invitation
to shake our hands, and the main thing we
kept hearing was, ‘We're not surprised,’ "
recalls Ken, who has pastored the con-
gregation since 1984. “‘I guess I had just
talked so much about Brazil that everyone
expected us to go back as missionaries.”

The people had been hearing about
Brazil for quite a while. Both the Overtons
and a layman in the church, James Kolb,
had participated in a 1986 partnership mis-
sions trip to Maraba, a boom town deep in
the Brazilian interior. Ken had returned to
Brazil in 1987 when the Arkansas Singing
Men assisted with the citywide crusade in
Manaus. Both of the trips had been plann-
ed as part of the three-year “AMAR’’ part-
nership between Arkansas Baptists and two
Brazilian Baptist conventions.

Hope sensed God's call first. In fact, she
almost didn’t return from Maraba.

*“‘I'just fell in love with the people,”’ she
recalls. “I told Ken I just wanted to stay and
have the kids sent over to us.

*‘I was really disturbed that I was aban-
doning the people who had made profes-
sions of faith during our trip. I didn't want
to lose any baby Christians."

Hope was ready to commit herself to
career missions in Brazil. Several years
before, while a member of Birchman
Avenue Church in Fort Worth, Texas, she
had acknowledged a call to missions. She
felt now that she knew the ““where’ and
“when" of that call.

But although Ken enjoyed the trip im-
mensely, he hadn't heard a call from God.

“Never in my life had I had anyone come
up to me and ask me how to become a
Christian, like they did in Brazil,” he
remembers. ‘‘It was exciting to find peo-
ple so receptive to the gospel’ Fifty-two
persons accepted Christ in the churches
where the Overtons were assigned.

It remained for Ken to return to Brazil
a year later to experience his call.

This time their two children, Christina
and Adam, were in school, so Ken went by
himself. The Music Men team had practic-
ed for months for the three-day crusade
which was followed by two sets of three-
day revivals in the city of Manaus.

Once again, the people’s eagerness for
the gospel overwhelmed him. Between the
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crusade and the church revivals, an
estimated 9,500 people made professions
of faith.

““When the time came to go, I could
hardly get on the plane to leave,”" he recalls,
with tears brimming in his eyes. ‘I knew
there were so many hundreds of thousands
who had not heard the gospel yet.”

He took two weeks to reflect on his ex-
perience before telling anyone, but the
need to be in Brazil didn’t go away, so he
shared his feelings with his wife. Together
they contacted the Foreign Mission Board
and began the arduous process of apply-
ing for mission service.

The next 10 months were filled with
reams of paperwork, exhaustive physical

pointment service, similar to one which
will be held in Little Rock in April 1989.
Three weeks after that, they will enter
seven weeks of orientation. In February,
they will begin language school.

A year later, in February 1990, almost
four years after their first trip to Brazil, the
Overtons will take the field as the first
Southern Baptist missionaries in Macapa,
capital of the Amapa territory. The city of
100,000 sits astride the Equator at the
mouth of the Amazon River. Ken will serve
as a field evangelist; Hope will be assign-
ed as a church and home worker. Together,
they will assist four churches in the city
and four in the interior.

“*Since I said yes to God, I've never had
a moment that I felt like we shouldn't be
doing this,"”" says Ken. ‘“We are looking for-

Ken and Hope Overton show
their children, Adam and
Christina, where Macapa,
Brazil, is located. The family will
leave for orientation in
November:

ward to the new work.
“As I look back, I don't ever recall hear-

ions, and p ing p in-
terviews. They wrote life sketches and per-
sonal histories, reviewed books, and took
psychological profile tests. Twice they
detailed their Christian beliefs. They fill-
ed out a statement of their finances and
provided 26 personal references.

In August, after eight months of prepara-
tion, they were invited to a candidate con-
ference. There they were met by an entire-
ly new round of physical and psychological
examinations and interviews with mission
board c | and area ives.
They also participated in intensive sharing
times with their fellow candidates.

Near the end of the third day, the Over-
tons were handed a sheet of paper which
said at the top, “Application for Missionary
Service."

Ken was bowled over. ‘“What have we
been doing for the last 10 months?"

They were told that this would be the
cover sheet for the file which would be
presented to directors of the Foreign Mis-
sion Board when they met in September to
consider their appointment. They filled it
out and returned home to share with their
church and wait for word.

On Sept. 27, the word came, and the
word was ‘“‘yes.”

Two weeks later, on Oct. 11, they return-
ed to Richmond, Va., for their formal ap-

ing a y speaker ever say he had
sacrificed anything as a missionary. Now
1 know why: it wasn't any sacrifice to
them. And I don't see anything that looks
like a sacrifice for us."

Ken Overton is the son of Carl and
Clara Overton of Hot Springs. He is a
graduate of Ouachita Baptist University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. Hope Overton is 2 native of
Oklahoma. Her parents, Carl and Alma
Wadley, are both deceased.
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My Faith in Action—~More than 600 students
convened on the campus of the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock Oct. 7-9 for the 1988
State Baptist Student Convention. Featured
speakers for the convention were ABSC Ex-
ecutive Director Don Moore and Carolyn
McClendon, director of Friendship House in
New Orleans, La. The theme for the convention
was My Faith in Action. . . Life Decisions.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATORS!

Association Meeting

Monday, October 31

2:00-8:45 P.M.

Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock g

New Music Suite

Cost: $13.00 (meal,dues and other amenities)
Spouse dinner $5.50

® x x x %

TOUR GUIDES: Dr. Jack Terry, Dean of the School of
Religious Education, S.W.B.T.S.
Mr. Scott Holsclaw, Instructor of
Speech and Drama, 0.B.U.

Make checks payable to: Ms. Delores Lynn
P.0. Box 4064
North Little Rock, AR 72116

JOIN YOUR FELLOW TRAVELERS _‘\U
* for the Arkansas Baptist Religious Education y asly

October 20, 1988

CHURCH ARKANSAS
Mission Launched
At Midway

Arkansas Baptists launched their 22nd
new mission effort for 1988 on Oct. 2 at
Midway, located on Highway 22 between
Paris and Dardanelle.

The Crestview Mission is sponsored by
Southside Church in Paris and Spradling
Avenue Church in Fort Smith. It is located
east of Midway on four acres of highway
frontage purchased by the Concord
Association.

Ferrell Morgan, director of missions for
Concord Association, preached during the
morning service. Likening the mission
launch to the birth of a new baby, he said
it was “‘one of the most exciting things ever
to happen’ in the association.

Morgan said the Midway location was
one of 27 sites identified in 2 1987 new
work probe as capable of supporting a new
work. The area has 650 homes and no
Southern Baptist witness. The land pur-
chase was made from a new site fund
which receives $7,500 annually from the
Concord Association budget. A mobile
chapel has been provided by Concord
Association and the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention Missions Department.

Concord Association is planning two
new church starts in 1989 and has set a goal
of two new starts each year for the next
five years, Morgan said.

The mission is being started with the
help of Floyd and Vera Trisler and Eldon
and Uella Thomas of Paris Southside
Church and Gary and Carol Thomas of
Delaware First Church. The Trislers
previously have been involved in starting
the Delaware church and Scranton First
Church.

Jack Ramsey, new work consultant for
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Mis-
sions Department, will serve as interim
pastor of the mission from November to
January, until 2 mission pastor can be call-
ed. Jan Aiken is pastor of the mission’s
primary sponsor, Paris Southside.

Investment
Returns

The Arkansas Baptist State Convention in-
vested about $100,000 to start new chur-
ches in Fairfield Bay, Hot Springs Village,
Horseshoe Bend, Cherokee Village, and
Bella Vista. As of 1987, these young chur-
ches had already given $454,555 to
worldwide missions ~ through the
Cooperative Program. They also had given
$118,499 to associational missions. And
they had baptized 543 people.
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Graham
Sets Date

Evangelist Billy Graham will conduct an
Arkansas crusade at War Memorial Stadium
in Little Rock Sept. 17-24, 1989, according
to Jimmy Karam, the Little Rock retailer
who has coordinated a broad-based effort
to bring Dr. Graham to the state.

At a recent dinner meeting, Dan
Southern, 2 member of Graham's staff who
will serve as the director for the Arkansas
crusade, reported to the local group's in-
terim steering committee that Graham has
formally reserved the dates on his 1989
calendar. The Arkansas crusade will be
among only three or four the evangelist
plans to conduct worldwide in 1989.

An interim steering committee has been
selected, with W. H. (Buddy) Sutton of Lit-
tle Rock serving as chairman.

Karam indicated that Southern and his
staff will be relocating in Little Rock
sometime within the next few months. At
that time, a permanent committee and
other planning and activity committees
will be formulated and announced.

It has been more than 20 years since
Graham and his team have been in Arkan-
sas for a crusade. He receives hundreds of
invitations annually to conduct crusades or
speak at other events.

Classifieds

For Sale—1963 IAC 58-passenger bus.
Motor good, body fair, good tires. Phone
501-839-3221, Monday through Thursday,
9:00-1:00. Bids taken, to be opened Oct.
30. 10720

Position Open—North Little Rock Baptist
church needs pianist for Sunday and
Wednesday services. Call 753-4827 or
758-2351. 10027

Classified ads must be submitted in writing to the ABN of-
nennonumnmay-pnononuw-ofpuumm
desired. A check or money order In

nwndﬁl!mhp«wd,mubclm Ilmuphl»-
sertions of the same ad must be paid for in advance. The

ight to reject any
subject matter. Classified ads will be Inserted on a space-
avaiiable basis. No endorsement by the ABN Is impiled.

Joy Explo Coming

Salvadoran-born evangelist Jaime
Mayorga and youth evangelist Buster
Soaries will be the featured speakers at Joy
Explo, the Arkansas Baptist Youth
Evangelism Conference, Dec. 29-30 at the
Hot Springs Convention Center.

Also appearing on the program will be
musician Al Denson of Houston, Texas.

Mayorga, of Dallas, Texas, has conducted
revivals in more than 200 Southern Bap-
tist churches and has spoken to more than
500,000 teenagers in high school assembly
programs and crusades. The son of a
teenage prostitute, Mayorga struggled with
abuse and drugs until he was converted on
the streets of New Orleans, La.

Soaries, a native of Brooklyn, N, is a
full-time youth speaker and gelist. He
is the author of articles which have ap-
peared in Christianity Today, Campus
Life, and Contemporary Christian Music.
A graduate of Fordham University and
Princeton Theological Seminary, Soaries is
a member of Shiloh Baptist Church of Tren-
ton, N.J.

Musician Al Denson has performed in
more than 40 states before more than
500,000 people. He has worked with other
notable musicians such as the Bill Gaither

Soaries

Mayorga

Trio and the Imperials. He has produced
a music video which was part of a televi-
sion special, *‘Kids in Crisis," with Dawson
McAllister.

Also featured on the Joy Explo '88 pro-
gram will be the All State Youth Band and
Choir and a multi-screen video, ‘“‘Love in
A Twisted World."

Registration will begin at 12 noon,
Thursday, Dec. 29. The conference will
conclude at noon Friday, Dec. 30.

For more information, contact the
Evangelism Department of the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention, 376-4791.

~ ABN photo / Millie Gilt

THINK ABOUT IT

He overcomes a stout enemy who
overcomes his own anger. —Aristotle

Make three correct guesses consecutively
and you will establish a reputation as an
expert. —Laurence Peter

40th Anniversary—Mt. Carmel Church in Cabot, observing 40 years of ser-
vice this year, held a noteburning service Oct. 9 as a part of its anniversary celebra-
tion. Pastor Mitch Tapson congratulated members for their *‘sacrificial vision'’
in paying the $245,000 indebtedness in 12 years. He also commended members
for their growth vision, nating that the c which was org: d with
19 b today has 2 bership of 1 800 with an average Sundzy School
attendance of more than 520. Buming the note were (left to right) Tapson, former
pastor Ron Griffin, W.T. Byrum, director of missions for Caroline Association,

and Ken Stump, chairman of deacons. -
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NATION

‘Bite the Bullet’

Executive Committee Sets Zero-Growth Budget Goal

by Marv Knox
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)—Faced with mounting
convention-budgeted but unfunded capital
needs and stagnant resources, the Southern
Baptist Executive Committee has adopted
a zero-growth goal for the denomination’s
1989-90 operating budget.

The Executive Committee has approved
a $137,610,000 Cooperative Program basic
operating budget goal for the 1989-90 fiscal
year. That amount is the same as the basic
operating budget for the 1988-89 fiscal
year, to begin Oct. 1.

The Executive Committee approved the
1989-90 national goal during its fall
meeting Sept. 19-20, “‘subject to review
and/or modification' at its winter meeting
Feb. 20-22. As approved in February, the
budget will be presented to messengers to
the SBC annual meeting next summer.

SBC agencies, meanwhile, have re-
quested a total of $148.9 million in
Cooperative Program operating funds for
the 1989-90 fiscal year.

Executive Committee leaders cited four
primary reasons for the zero- growth
budget goal—a weak economy, a mountain
of capital needs, an unexpectedly suc-

Since 1977-78, church gifts to the program
have fallen from 8.82 percent of their
budgets to 8.40 percent. But state gifts to
the national program have increased from
34.82 percent of their budgets to 38.69
percent.

Second, states and national entities car-
ried budget projections from the high-
inflation years of the late-1970s too far, he
added. Double-digit inflation dropped
before state conventions and national agen-
cies quit budgeting double-digit expansion,
although corrections were initiated in the
mid-1980s.

Consequently, state conventions are
tightening their belts and sending smaller
portions of their budgets to the national
Cooperative Program.

— Capital needs. The SBC approved a
1985-90 capital needs budget of almost $32
million during its 1985 annual meeting in
Dallas. The money was to help construct
or renovate facilities for 14 SBC entities.

The capital needs were spread over the
five years and wgre to be paid after each
year's basic operating budget was met. But
only about $5.7 million is expected to have
been raised when the books close on the
1987-88 fiscal year Sept. 30. That leaves an

funded but bud d acct of

cessful annuity program and de ina-
tional strife. They explained:

— The economy. Several states where
Baptist strength is greatest have been
crippled by financial recession. Churches
there cannot sustain unchecked growth in
the SBC.

““The economy is the culprit,” said
Harold C. Bennett, president and treasurer
of the Executive Committee. *‘Other fac-
tors are involved, but the economy is hur-
ting us.”

Two economic variables are involved,
Bennett explained.

First, state conventions have been caught
between receiving decreasing percentages
from church budgets and sending increas-
ing percentages of their own budgets to the
national Cooperative Program, he said.

more than $18 million through 1988-89,
with an additional $8 million to be raised
in 1989-90.

Of the unfunded capital needs, only $8
million used to finance the seven-agency
SBC Building in Nashville has been legally
committed to pay off a loan. However,
Southern Baptists have a ‘‘moral obliga-
tion"" for the balance of the capital needs,
leaders said, noting SBC institutions have
received matching funds from foundations,
based on receipt of the money.

— Annuity. The Southern Baptist Annui-
ty Board recently implemented an expand-
ed annuity program to help churches
prepare for the retirement of their
ministers.

The program calls for state conventions
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to provide matching funds for the an-
nuities. Officials said churches have sign-
ed up much more rapidly than the conven-
tions anticipated, creating a drain on con-
vention budgets.

— Denominational strife. Leaders have
been hesitant to say just how much of an
impact the SBC's 10-year-old
theological/political conflict has had on the
convention's finances, although most agree
it must be having some effect.

SBC ‘‘conservatives'' have faulted
“‘moderates,” such as members of the
Southern Baptist Alliance, for pulling back
from the Cooperative Program now that
“‘conservatives'' dominate the convention'’s
trustee boards. ‘‘Moderates'' have maintain-
ed the new leaders did not support the
Cooperative Program when ‘‘moderates’”
were in control and still are not cooperative
enough to support the program now that
‘“‘conservatives’’ are in charge.

Whatever the factors, the Executive
Committee’s alternatives are limited, Har-
rell said: ‘“We're falling more and more
behind. Common sense would tell you
there's nothing to be gained by adding
more money to a budget we're not meeting.
We don't need to keep piling deficit on top
of deficit.

““We thought it would be best to bite the
bullet with a zero-based budget and count
on increased income to meet our capital
needs obligations.”

Tennessee

Elects Lowrie

BRENTWOOD, Tenn.— D.L. Lowrie,
director of the state missions commission
of the Baptist General Convention of Texas,
has been elected unanimously to become
executive director-treasurer of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention.

Lowrie, 53, a native of Tennessee, was
elected during a called meeting of the TBC
Executive Board Sept. 29. He will succeed
Tom J Madden, who will retire April 30 at
age 70. Madden has been the TBC's top ex-
ecutive since Jan. 1, 1979.

Lowrie will join the TBC Jan. 1, and will
work with Madden for four months.

Lowrie is a native of Bluff City, Tenn.,
where his parents still live. He is a graduate
of East Tennessee State University in
Johnson City and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.
He has held pastorates in Tennessee and
Texas and was pastor of First Baptist
Church in Lubbock, Texas, before assum-
ing the BGCT post in 1986.

He held several key positions in the Texas
convention, including two years as presi-
dent from 1981-83.

Lowrie and his wife, the former Alice
Reynolds of Myrtle, Miss., have four sons.
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LESSONS FOR LIVING

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

The Suffering Servant

by Jim Box, Central Church, Bald Knob
Basic passage: Isaiah 53:4-11
Focal passage: Isaiah 53:4-11
Central truth: The suffering servant.

The prophet has been assuring Israel that
the departure from Babylon would be
orderly and without panic, in contrast to
the Exodus from Egypt; but in 52:12 he

h the theme, proclai that “‘the
Lord will go before you, and the God of
Israel will be your rear guard’’ (RSV). Here
Isaiah began proclaiming the Servant of
Redemption.

Beginning with a statement of the ser-
vant's ultimate exaltation, Isaiah said that
this goal would be reached through an ex-
perience of deep humiliation (v.14). The
servant would be abused so as to appear
scarcely human, but he would become so
impressive that kings would be silent in his
presence.

In God’s eyes the coming one would be
*‘a tender plant,” full of rich fruitage, but
to others he would be “‘a root out of a dry
ground,” lacking all attractiveness and pro-
spect of achievement. Isaiah presents him
as having “‘no form nor comeliness; . . .no
beauty that we should desire him.”” He was
born to a peasant girl, grew up in a
carpenter's home, and in manhood could
say that he had ““nowhere to lay his head””
(Mt. 8:20).

The hostile attitudes and actions against
him were based on a complete

isund ding of the of God’s
servant. The false assumption was that his
suffering was divine punishment for his
own transgressions. This is the meaning of
‘“‘we did esteem him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted.”

The sacrificial system of the Old Testa-
ment was intended to teach the seriousness
of sin, the high cost of forgiveness, and the
need for a substitute. In verses 5-6, the
truth is affirmed in several ways that ‘‘the
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all.” The sixth verse begins with an “‘all"
of divine redemption.

As Christians we read Isaiah 53 through
lenses that are tinted with New Testament
truth. We see here the Silent Savior, not
protesting the violence done to him, un-
complaining before God and man. The
term “‘lamb"’ also affirms his sacrificial mis-
sion; the blood of a slain lamb provided
protection to the homes of Israelites on the
first Passover (Ex. 12:3-7).

the Lesson
Christian Teachlog. Uslform Serles. Copyright International Coua-
cil of Education. Used by permission.
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Good News for All Persons

by Stephen Pate, Second Church,
Little Rock

Basic passage: Acts 15:22-31; Galati

Passover and Exodus

by Bradley A. Rogge, Forest Tower
Church, Hensley

Exodus 12

2:1-10; Ephesians 3:1-13

Focal passage: Ephesians 3:4-9; Gala-
tians 2:7-9

Central truth: The gospel is God's way
of salvation for all people.

The Jerusalem council was called (Acts
15) to address unforeseen questions which
were arising as a result of the gospel
penetrating the non-Jewish world. Is it
necessary to be circumcised and observe
the law of Moses to be saved? The Pharisees
said yes, but Peter said no. Others, like
James, were in the middle. The decision of
the council was crucial to the continuation
of the spread of the good news. So, what
was it that swung the vote?

Paul and Barnabas informed the coun-
cil as to what was actually taking place
among the Gentiles. Paul, Barnabas, Judas,
and Silas were then chosen to inform the
Gentiles of the decision at Antioch of the
council. The decision was that circumci-
sion and observance of mosiac law was not
necessary for salvation. When they learn-
ed of the decision they rejoiced (v. 31).
Gentiles could and should be fellow heirs.
Jew and Gentile would be welcomed alike
into the church. The decision was one
thing; to deal with the long term prejudice
was another.

To see Jew and Gentile equal was un-
thinkable to most Jews. Aside from divine
intervention, long term problems lay
ahead. Divine intervention in this case was
Paul. It was his responsibility to announce
this new understanding. He didn't choose
this role. God did! His role being to preach
the unsearchable riches of Christ and to
help men to see the fellowship of the
mystery which was always a part of God’s
plan. The mystery being Jew and Gentile
having equal access to God.

The next problem, no less crucial, was
how the new understanding could be
reconciled with the old without appearing
to abandon the old understanding? Paul
tackles this problem in Galatians 2:7-9. It
was several years later in Jerusalem when
Paul went to present his case for the gospel.
Paul, along with Barnabas again convinc-
ed the pillars (v. 9) that Gentiles need not
become Jews to be Christians.

We all come to Jesus the same way—just
as we are Jew or Gentile—no difference!

This lesson is based oa the Life and Work Curriculum for Southern
Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
Southern All

Basic p

Focal passage: Exodus 12:21-24,
29-32,35-36, 50-51

Central truth: We must follow God’s
plan.

I have been asked on some occasions,
*“Why did God require a blood sacrifice for
the remission of sin? If God did not require
a blood sacrifice, then Jesus would not have
had to suffer the cross.”

We can find the answer to that question
in the third chapter of Genesis. When God
found man in sin he replaced the fig leaves
that man had fashioned with a cloth cover-
ing. This cloth covering could have been
fashioned only after the death of an inno-
cent animal. From this point a innocent life
was needed to redeem sinful man.

Our passage today gives us a picture of
a future event. An event that would once
and for all settle the issue of a blood
sacrifice for the redemption of mankind.

At the Passover a blood sacrifice kept the
Hebrews safe as the death angel passed
through Egypt. A blood sacrifice has always
protected man. The Passover pointed to the
last sacrifice which was and is Christ.

By following God's instructions the
Hebrews were kept safe and allowed to
leave the land of Egypt and make their way
to the Promised Land.

‘We know that it would have been several
years before Israel would have reached the
Promised Land, but that was not God's
fault and will be part of a later discussion.

God provides a plan of protection for his
people today. The blood over the doorpost
in our lives is the blood of Jesus Christ. His
sacrifice became the last blood sacrifice
that would be needed for the redemption
of man. When we accept him into our lives
we gain that protection God has for us.

There will come a time when we will
face our own exodus across unknown
lands to our promised land. We will leave
the trappings of this world of sin to the
freedom of heaven. We will be protected
as we make this passage.

The Passover was the forerunner of our
Lord’s Supper. In the Lord’s Supper we see
anew God's sacrifice and the promise for
those who are Christians. In the Exodus we
see the hope for our own exodus. Like the
Hebrews we must follow God'’s plan. There
is no other method of salvation.

‘This lesson treatment s based on the Bible Book Study for Southern

Y per

Baptist churches, copyright by the Sunday School Board of the
oaveation. Used by permission.
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Meals, Medicine, and Hope

Baptists Help Clean Up After Gilbert

by Ken Camp
Baptist General Convention of Texas

CARBONERA, Mexico (BP)—As victims
of Hurricane Gilbert began piecing
together shattered lives, Southern Baptists
ministered in the most devastated area of
northeastern Mexico, offering hot meals,
medical care and the promise of new life
in Jesus Christ.

On Sept. 23, a bi-national Rio Grande
River Ministry health-care team expanded
Texas Baptists’ ministry from the city of
San Fernando to Carbonera and surroun-
ding fishing villages in the wind-ravaged
Laguna Madre region.

During their first two days in the flood-
ed rural area, the health-care professionals
treated 156 families. The four-member
team returned to the Carbonera area Sept.
26 for five days of medical, dental and nur-
sing ministry.

After serving 13,000 meals in San Fer-
nando, the Texas Baptist disaster relief unit
moved its headquarters and mobile field
kitchen to Carbonera the day before the
medical/dental team returned. In its first
day at Laguna Madre, the disaster relief
team served more than 6,300 meals.

Meanwhile, the Louisiana Baptist disaster
relief team fed 7,000 meals at Mendez, and
the Oklahoma Baptist disaster relief crew
served an average of 5,000 meals per day
at Monterrey. The Oklahoma team also
built several mobile feeding stations in San-
ta Catarina and trained local Baptist
Women's Missionary Union members in
feeding operations.

North of the Rio Grande, Texas Baptist
volunteers from Wichita Falls and
Galveston Baptist associations assisted in
feeding, recovery and rebuilding at a com-
munity four miles from Donna, Texas.

‘When the health-care team first arrived
at Carbonera after providing treatment to
more than 250 patients in San Fernando,
they discovered hundreds of malnourish

ed, dehydrated-hurricane victims,

“The little houses were blown away.
Dead animals and waste were starting to at-
tract flies and infection,” said Delores York
of Cone Oasis Baptist Encampment, a
volunteer Mission Service Corps nurse ser-
ving with the River Ministry. “We saw
children who hadn't eaten in five days. The
people didn't have any clean water to
drink. Of course, there was water
everywhere, but it was all salt water."”

During the first two days in the Car-
bonera area, the health-care team's gospel
witness was more through deeds than
words, as they distributed baby food
and formula for about 350 infants and
children.

“‘We didn't get to share Christ as we
would have liked,” York said. *“There were
50 many needs—so many people tugging
at your arm saying, ‘Food for my baby, my
baby!" "'

When the medical/dental team returned
to Carbonera the following week, they
were able to build on the relationships
established a few days before.

Marcos Peralez, a dentist from Reynosa,
and Hilda Gonzalez, a missionary aide from
Primera Church in Progreso, worked at a
local clinic in Carbonera. Martha Garza, a
physician from Miguel Aleman, and York
traveled into isolated fishing villages to of-
fer medical assistance and to collect
specimens for laboratory analyses and
diagnoses.

York said that one disaster relief worker
smiled and accused her of lying when she
spoke of going door-to-door making
housecalls. He pointed out that most of the
families the team visited no longer had
houses, and the few who did had no doors.

As the medical/dental team offered
health care, the Texas Baptist disaster relief
crew served hot meals and distributed
canned goods throughout the Laguna
Madre area.

suﬂ'erlng in Mex-
e Gilbert during

Bartholomew Assodzdon,
the Mlyintmu‘lm Center at Hermitage
is ommm.m -lothing, and money
to be sent to the area amund Monterrey,
Mexico,

Ariel Hernandez, director of the center,

) Kli“ymond Reed, director -

Organizing Relief for Mexico

People in Arkansas are mobilizing
resources to help re

will be sending the resources collected to
his brother-in-law, Javier Castell
pastor of Princepe de Paz Bautista ig-
lesia (Prince of Peace Baptist Church) in
Monte:;

Arkznsu Baptists interested in zssisung
with relief work in Monterrey may send
contributions designated for ‘'general
relief in Monterrey, Mexico" to the SBC
Foreign Mission Board, PO. Box 6767,
Richmond, VA 23230.
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Long-Time
Missionary Dies

Albert J. Bagby, son of Southern Baptists’
pioneer missionaries to Brazil, died Sept.
29 in Gadsden, Ala. He followed in his
parents’ footsteps by becoming a mis-
sionary to Brazil for 30 years. His parents,
W.B. and Anne Luther Bagby, established
Southern Baptists' first permanent work in
Brazil after their arrival in 1881.

Missionary

Notes

Thelmer H. Williams, father of Mrs.
Graydon Hardister, Baptist represen-
tatives to Jordan, died Aug. 14 in Bauxite.
She is the former Betty Williams of Baux-
ite. Her husband was born in Reydell and
also lived in Pine Bluff. Appointed by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1965, they may
be addressed at P.O. Box 17147, Amman,
Jordan.

Glenn and Pauline Nicholson, mis-
sionaries to Panama, have completed
language study in Costa Rica and arrived
on the field (address: Apartado E. Balboa,
Republica de Panama). He is a native of For-
rest City. The former Pauline Vaughn, she
was born in Harrisburg and considers
Cherry Valley her hometown. They were
appointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1987.

Dirk and Libby Pearce, missionaries to
Senegal, have completed language study
and arrived on their field of service (ad-
dress: BP 39, Bignona, Senegal). Son of
Southern Baptist missionaries, he grew up
in Nairobi, Kenya. The former Libby Tullos,
she grew up in Texas. Both consider Mon-
ticello their hometown. They were ap-
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1987.

Joel and Rhonda Sutton, missionaries to
France, have arrived on the field to begin
language study (address: 15 bis, allee de la
Suede, 91300 Massy, France). He was born
in Hot Springs, and she, the former Rhon-
da Rainer, in Los Angeles, Calif. Both con-
sider Magnolia their hometown. They were
appointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1988.

Ron and Elinda West, missionaries to
Taiwan, report a change of address (P.O.
Box 427, Taipei 10099, Taiwan ROC). They
are natives of Booneville; she is the former
Elinda Tidwell. They were appointed by
the Foreign Mission Board in 1978.
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident households. Resident families
are calculated to be at least-one-fourth
of the church's Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of $5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.

Are you
moving?

Please give us two
weeks advance
notice. Clip this
portion with your
old address label,
supply new ad-
dress below and
send to Arkansas
Baptist Newsmag-
azine. P. O. Box
552, Little Rock,
AR 72203

dW0D £25S410

0gee

Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $§6.48
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Changes of address by individuals
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.
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Funds Inadequate

General Relief Fund Strained by Disasters

by Marty Croll
SBC Foreign Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Recent disasters
in Jamaica and Bangladesh have found
Southern Baptists lacking the funds they
need to adequately respond, according to
R. Keith Parks, president of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

At the end of August, money available to
the board for helping in disasters stood at
less than $100,000. In Jamaica alone, Hur-
ricane Gilbert did an estimated $2.2
million damage to 180 of the 270 Baptist
churches, plus $273,000 damage to par-
sonages. This does not count the needs of
many Jamaicans whose homes were
destroyed or damaged.

During September the board received
one gift of $150,000 and other gifts total-
ing about $18,000 designated for
Bangladesh. In addition, about $10,000 has
been received for Jamaica and other uses.

Only gifts designated for general relief
can be used by the Foreign Mission Board
for needs not related to hunger. On average,
Southern Baptists designate about 5 per-
cent of their human needs giving for
general relief. If it is not specifically mark-
ed for general relief, any world hunger
donation goes into the hunger fund and is
used only for needs relating to hunger.

Hunger funds have been tapped heavily
this year to help feed Mozambique refugees
and to help cope with recurring hunger in
Ethiopia. They also will be used extensively
to help Bangladeshis struggling to survive,
as well as other worldwide needs. But they
cannot provide for the shelter, supplies and
other non-food emergency needs of
disaster victims, Foreign Mission Board of-
ficials emphasize.

*‘We need to make it known to Southern
Baptists that this is the kind of situation
that calls for over-and-above giving,” said
Parks. ‘‘With missionaries on the field, we
are in a position to utilize every penny that
is given, and there are urgent needs at this
time.""

In early September floodwaters inun-
dated 47 of 64 districts of Bangladesh, a
densely populated nation in Southeast Asia.
Then in mid- September Hurricane Gilbert
pounded the Caribbean from Jamaica to
Mexico. The Yucatan peninsula and nor-
theastern Mexico areas just south of the
Texas border heavy d: and

to both disasters will be related to hunger.
But there also will be long-range rebuilding
needs, Parks noted, and Southern Baptists
have an opportunity to share both their
compassion for physical need and their
spiritual witness.

“I've had the impression that many
Southern Baptists feel we have all the funds
we need for these crisis situations,” said
Parks. “‘In the past when they were inform-
ed, they have always risen to the occasion
with great generosity. In this situation, I
feel they should have the chance to express
the same kind of compassion they always
have.”"

Deaf Have
New Link

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Deaf Southern
Baptists who want current foreign missions
information now can call the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board and get what
they need.

A telephone-typewriter-like machine,
called a telecommunication device for the
deaf or TDD, will link deaf Southern Bap-
tists to prayer nccds throughout th: world
and to opp for mi
ment, said A. Clark Scanlon, the bozrd s
director of research and planning. The
board’s TDD also will be able to take
messages 24 hours a day.

The TDD number is 804-754-9402.

“For a deaf person, this opens up a
world of communication,” said Ray
Bearden, pastor to the deaf of First Baptist
Church in Alexandria, Va. Using TDDs,
deaf people can type messages back and
forth over the telephone lines. More than
70 percent of deaf Americans have TDDs,
Bearden noted.

There are plenty of deaf people for the
board to communicate with—the Southern
Baptist Conference for the Deaf encom-
passes 850 churches with deaf ministries,
Bearden said.

Scanlon and Bearden placed the initial
TDD call from the board to Bearden's deaf
father, Carter Bearden, longtime deaf work
consultant for the Home Mission Board.

Opportunities for deaf people in
overseas ministry are ‘‘growing every day,”

loss of life. Mexican Baptist relief funds are
meeting immediate needs, but the board
expects its representatives to request addi-
tional funds as the full extent of damage
is determined.

Much of the Southern Baptist

Ray Bearden said. He credits the board
with becoming increasingly aware in the
last three years of the needs of some 130
million deaf people throughout the world.

The board now has one request for a
deaf person as a career missionary in the
Domini
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