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ABSTRACT

Henry, James alvin, A HISTORY OF THEL FORwIGN MISSICON
PROGRAM OF THE WORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION FROM
1650 TO 1963.

Master of Arts, Religion, Yecember, 1965, 87 pages,

Bibliography

This thesis is a historical report of the facts which
led to the organization of the North American Baptist
Association, from the meeting of the American Baptist
Association in Lakeland, Florida, in 1950, through the year
1063, It also is a review of the foundational principles
upon which the Association was founded and stood, noting
particularly the position held on Church equality and “hurch
cooperation in promoting a world-wide mission program.

Special attention is given to the active development |
of the missionary efforts of this Associatioun in the area
of selecting, supporting, and :overning those individuals
serving the association as foreign missionaries. ‘The
method of selecting missionaries is studied and shown to be
the action of independent churches co-operating in the
Association., The salaries of the missionaries are discussed
and special notice is given to the increase of the salaries
during the years covered in this thesis. Attention is called

to the fact that the Association exercises control over the



missionaries only in the event that misconduct is noted.
A review of the personnel of the Foreign Mission program
is made. The names of all missionaries who had been
elected by the Association from its organization in 1950
to 1963 are given, along with the country where they were
serving, or planned to serve. The practice of using
native missionaries is also discussed.

The progressive report of the foreign mission
program from 1950 to 1963 is summed up in three major
periodsf These periods are noted as the early years,
1¢50-1953; the expanding years, 1954-1960; and the
establishing years, 1961-1963. The growth of the
Association is noted in number of cooperating churches,
number of missionaries sponsored, and amount of funds
received for the purpose of carrying on the mission

program of the Association.


































sessions of the North American bap*ist Association or the

American Baptist Association.

The term, Association, whgn used in this thesis,
has reference to the North American Baptist Association, a
group of churches that voluntarily co-operate for the
purpose of promoting the spread of the Gospel of Jesus

christ through mission endeavors, Christian education,

religious publications, and other religious activities.
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and Baptist Training 5ervice.6 J. E. Cobb continued in
this office for two years until D, O. Silvey was elected
as Editor of Publications in 1952 and was still serving in
this office at the time of this writing.

The total sales through the office of publications
during its first year of existence were $24,564.32.7 The
volume grew each year and in 1963 the total sales were
$296,508.32.8 The growth of the literature department of
the North American Baptist Association reflected the over-
all growth of the Association,.

In keeping with the purpose set out in the Statement
of Principles of Co-operation, a move was undertaken in
1955 to establish a national seminary for the training of
ministers, missionaries, and other Christian workers. On
March 30, 1955, the following recommendation was offered
to the Association and unanimously passed:

Be it resolved that section 1 of Article II of our

Constitution be amended to read as follows: 'The
Christian Education Committee shall serve as Trustees

of any and all school properties owned by the Associa-
tion, one-third of whom shall be elected annually for

6North American Baptist Association Yearbook 1950,

Pe Se

7North American Baptist Association Yearbook 1051,
p. 10,

North American Baptist Association Yearbook 1964,

p. 110.
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sponsored by the Association, but the common practice among
the churches was to give undesignated offerings to be used
to promote a world-wide mission program under the direction
of all the churches,

The average membership of the churches composing the
North American Baptist Association was one hundred nineteen
in 1960.19 Because of the smallness of these churches, the
most eftfective method of conducting a world-wide mission
program was by co-operating in Associations,

Since its orgamization in 1950, the North American
Baptist Assdciation had expanded its efforts in a world-
wide mission program. A review of the facts revealed that
there had been a steady growth in the missionary endeavors
of this Association up until the time of this writing.

This growth could be seen in the increase in otferings to
foreign missions and in the enlargement of the foreign

missionary statf., This growth was made possible through
the co-operation of many small churches in an associated

work.

19Directory and Handbook of the North American
Baptist Association 1962-1063., p. 50.






















28
missionaries was the best work possible. Should doctrinal
or moral problems arise about a missionary, a full investi-
gation was conducted under the direction of the Secretary
of “issions, and if just cause for dismissal was found,
the missionaries were removed from their status as
missionaries of the Association, and were called back to

the States at the expense of the Association.9
IV, CONCLUSION

At the time of this writing, the procedures of
selecting missionaries, supporting missionaries, and the
governing regulations had been proven during the past
thirteen years. ZEZven though there were problems centering
around the personnel and procedures which hindered the
progress of the missions program of the North American
Baptist Association, it still experienced steady growth
operating under these principles.

The primary purpose of the Association was to do
as much as possible in the promotion of a world-wide mission
program. It was the feeling of the leaders of this
Association that the methods set forth by this Association

were the most practical and the most successful for the

9North American Baptist Association Yearbook 1658,

p. 58.
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the time of his election, Brother Branham was serving as
pastor of the First Baptist Church, Ferris, Texas. During
his first year of service, Brother Branham visited Mexico
four times and spent one month in Brazil. He visited
several interstate fields and many local and state associa-
ticns. The assistant secretary-treasurer assumed much of
the field work so that the secretary-treasurer might have
more time for planning the work and fulfilling the resident
duties of the office in Little Rock.

By 1963, the duties at the Mission Office had grown
so much that three full-time office workers were needed to
attend to the work. At the time of this writing, both
Brother Burgess and Brother Branham held the respective
positions of secretary-treasurer and assistant secretary-
treasurer of missions of the North American Baptist

Association.
IT, AMERICAN MISSIONARIES

At the organizational meeting of the North American
Baptist Association, Austin J. Schell and James E. Timmons,
who had been serving as interstate missionaries for the
American Baptist Association, were elected as foreign

. . . . . 9
missionaries to serve in the land of Mexico. These two

91950 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
p. 190,
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of this writing.1

On July 22, 1952, Harry G. LaGrone was elected
missionary to Mexico.15 He worked in Mexico City with the
Messiah Baptist Church until immigration difficulties forced
him to leave Mexico City. Upon being forced to leave
Mexico City, Brother LaGrone went to Monterrey and worked
until May 26, 1953, when he resigned as missionary.

At the 1953 Association, W. C. Rea, Jr. was approved
to serve as missionary to Africa, but papers were never
obtained to allow Brother Rae to enter that continent.16
At the same meeting Jack Bateman was approved as missionary
to Formosa,

The Bateman family departed for Formosa October 17,
1953, The first year there they lived in Taipei where they
began their missionary work by opening a Bible class in
their home. The mission work in Formosa experienced rapid
growth under the leadership of Brother Jack Bateman. In
1957, the mission was formally organized into the Gospel
Baptist Church of Taiwan. The church was orzanized with

17
fourteen charter members.

141961 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
p. 26.
15 . . . e
1953 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
p. 32,
16Ibid., p. 17. v
171he Gleaner, December, 1957, p. 4.
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In 1959, Dale Breedon was elected by the Association
to serve in Formosa as missionary. He served for two years
before difficulties arose concerning his ordination. The
matter was not successfully reconciled and Brother Breedon
resigned from the Association and continued as an indepen-
dent missionary.18

The Robert Arthur family was endorsed by the Arkansas

State Association in November, 1951, and was elected by the

19
North American Baptist Association in March, 1952, This

family served from May, 1952, to August, 1953, in Salvador
in Bahia. They were forced to return to the States due to
serious illness in the family.

In 1955, the Association elected B. C., Wilkins, Sr.,
and John White Elliott to serve as missionaries in Brazil.20
These men arrived in Prazil in July, 1©55. Brother Wilkins
suf fered a series of heart attacks and was forced to return
to Houston, Texas, on November 11, 1955.21

Brother Elliott concentrated his work in the Baptist

Theological Seminary of Campinas and at the time of this

181961 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

p. 32,

191952 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

p. 20.

onhe Gleaner, April, 1955, p. 2.

21

The Gleaner, November, 1955, p. 2.
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writing was still engaged as an instructor in the school,
Brother £lliott was also working with the Editora Grafica
Batista, the Brazilian publishing house which was estab-

. . 22 . s
lished in 1953, and with the Novo Campos Elissios
Childrens Home, an orphanage owned by a benevolent society
of Brazilian citizens who were members of the churches
g . . . . . 23
affiliated with the South Brazil Baptist Association.

In the 1954 session, Brother ©, L. Howard was elected
by the Association as missionary to Mexico. Brother tHoward
worked in Mexico City with the Messiah Baptist Church until
September, 1955, when he resigned. 1In offering his resig-
nation to the Association, Brother Howard issued the
following statement:

Our decision to finally leave Mexico was based on
two considerations. One was the fact that we were
forced to lie about what we were and what we were doing
in Mexico. Our daughters if asked bv a class-mate in
school what their father did they had to lie. This
became a burden to us. 'lhe other thing I was concerned
about was the little I was able to do under the circum-
stances. I did not feel that I was able to do enough
to compensate for the salary I was receiving from the

Association. I have always liked to feel that I was
earning what I was being paid.

22
p. 35.

23
p. 74.

4 . . . , .
2 1656 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
p. 48.

1955 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

1262 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
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teach in the Seminary and to assist in the choirs in the
churches. She also became internal manager of the Nova
Campos Elissios Childrens' Home in Campinas.,

The Investigation and Recommendation Committee of
the Association met in Little Rock, Arkansas, July 20, 1060,
and passed on these following missionary applicants: Dale
Thornton to Formosa, Kenneth EZugene Thurman to the British
West Indies, and Miss Maurine Srewer to be sent as a teacher
to the Latin people either in Mexico or Brazil.27

The Lale Thornton family arrived in Taipei, Formosa,
in the summer of 10961 and served there until moving to
Taichung on November 20, 1963.28 Since that time the
Thorntons have begun an effective mission work in the city
of Taichung, a city of 320,000 which is located in the
central part of the island.

The Eugene Thurman family went to Puerto Rico early
in 1962 because they were unable to obtain a visa for

29

Trinidad. Brother Thurman served there until he was able

to enter Antigua. This island was more accessible than

271961 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

p. 34.

28 . . v . , .-
1963 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

p. 65.

291962 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

p. 27.
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serving the North American Baptist Association was small at
the time of this writing, the trend of growth was a definite

one as the number of missionaries was increasing each year.
ITII. NATIVE MISSIONARIES

From a small beginning in Brazil with a few native

churches and workers, the North American Baptist Association

had expanded its missionary ministry into the following
countries by 1963: Mexico, Portugal, Japan, Costa Rica,
- and Cape Verde,

At the organizational meeting of the North American
Baptist Association the newly elected Secretary-lreasurer
of missions was instructed to send a telegram to the Bahia
Missionary Baptist Association in drazil.39 This group of
churches declared itself in fellowship with the North
American Baptist Association.40 From this meager beginning
a mission work was launched by this small group of churches
in America and lrazil that had seen steady growth and
progress from 1950 until the time of this writing.

The first reference to a native worker in a foreign

country is noted in the 1952 Yearbook. Ihe following

39
p. 16,
40

1050 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

Ibid., p. 58.
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. 47 . . .
of $50.00 per month. He led in the organization of a
church in Tokyo. At this writing, he was the pastor of the

Yodobashi church.48

The other young convert, Ichiro
Noshiro, was brought to the States and permitted to attiend
Jacksonville Baptist College, Jacksonville, Texas, at the
expense of the Texas State Brotherhood.49 Af ter three
years in the States, Brother Noshiro returned to Japan and
was serving the Association as missionary in the city of
Tokyo. He was, at this writing, the pastor of the
Kunitachi Church in Tokyo.50

The year 1954 saw a great expansion in the use of

native workers in Brazil. 7The 1954 Yearbook gives the
following information:

Beside Brother Morris, our own American worker, we
have been helping support 19 native missionaries, 4 of
them have been supported entirely. We have assisted
the Bahia State and the Pernambuco State and the Brazil
Baptist Association in the support of the other 15.

One of the 4 being supported full time is Brother

Josias Castro who is working in the interior. He
reports 75 baptisms and says he has preached 459

471955 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association

p. 34.

48 . . . c
1963 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association

p. 64.

¢
1955 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

p. 34.

501963 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
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sermons and handed out many thousands of tracts and
many Bibles,

The other full time native missionary is Brother
Alcides Marsola who is working in the state of Sao
Paulo. He reports 75 conversions, organized five
churches, baptised 12, All these missionaries were
elected by associations,

e have supported the past few months two men who
were chosen by the Brasil Baptist Association. Our
association voted last year to support two men at a
salary of $125,00 per month. They are: Adolfo Lira
and J. B. Amorim Silva. Names of the other missionaries
are:

Ontoniel Andrade, Manoel Simeoo de Silva, Joas
Soares da Kocha, Severino Belo da Silva, Fileto Barreot,
Manoel Kois, Albertino Lira, Siloni Amoriam, Jose J.

Dos Santos, Joao Porto Magalhaes Farncisco Santos51
Alfonso Jose dos Santos, klias Felix Vasconsales.

In 1955 Brother W, J. Burgess made a trip to Portugal
and while there persuaded Joequin de Olivera to affiliate
with the North American Baptist Association. Brother Olivera
led in the formation of the Portugal Association with four
small churches.52

The work in Portugal had continued to grow each year
and Brother Olivera was still a faithful worker for the
interest of the North American Baptist Association at this

writing,

In 1953 Brother Burgess began correspondence with

511955 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

p. 35.

521pbid., p. 36.
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Brother Manual Ramos in the Cape Verde lslands. 1In 1955
the Parkview Baptist Church, Laurel, Mississippi, voted
to pay his salary and he was elected as missionary for the
North American Baptist Association.53

Brother Ramos organized a church in Cape Verde with
forty-seven charter members in 1956. At the time of this
writing he continued an extensive work on the island of
Sao Vicente and had maintained missionary contacts on other
islands of the Cape Verde region.54

In 1956, the 1list of native workers in Mexico began
to grow. Josue Vidales was elected by the Association and
worked in Mexico City organizing a church.55 Brother
Virgilio Garcia was also elected as missionary by the
" Association and received a salary of $35.00 per month. te
was, until the time of his death, pastor of the Messiah
Baptist Church in Mexico City.56

In 1957, the Association in Portugal had grown to

ten churches and in that year, Brother Agostinho Matos and

531955 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
p. 36.
54 . . . .
19056 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
p. 21.
53 1bid., p. 19.
56

1957 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

p. 20.
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Portugal to seven. The number of churches in Portugal

had grown to eighteen by 1962.62

In 1962, the force in Mexico again grew when Brother
Fernades Fabain Vega was elected by the North American
Baptist Association to serve as missionary pastor of the
Messiah Baptist Church in Mexico City, and Brother Norberto
Dehesa was elected to work at Axiochipan.

In 1963, the first native worker was elected to work
in Formosa. DBrother Peter Li was elected to work with the
Da Jur Mission, a mission established through the efforts
of Brother Jack Bateman.64

By 1963, the force of native workers in Mexico
numbered five. The missionaries and their fields were as
follows: Pablo Valero, Monterrey; Hernando Fabian, Mexico

City; Norberto Dehesa, Asochiapan; Alfonson Quiroz,

Veracuruz; and David Cervantes, near the Guatemala border.65

61 . . . c .
1961 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

621962 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,

63Ibid., p. 76.

4 . . .
6 1063 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
p. 64.

65
1063 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
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IV, CONCLUSION

The personnel of the foreign mission program of the
North American Baptist Association had experienced steady
growth from the time of the organization to the time of
this writing. The list of American missionaries revealed
that some failures had been experienced, but at the same
time a definite trend toward a lasting missionary endeavor
had been established.

The use of native workers had proven to be a very
successful undertaking. Though there had been some dis-
appointments in the use of native workers, as a whole this
plan had proven to be very profitable. The native workers
had been able to proceed immediately with their mission
work, while the American missionaries had to take a
considerable time to adjust themselves to the new country
and customs., At the time of this writing, it was the
opinion of the Secretary of Missions of the North American
Baptist Association that the Association should continue
the use of native workers under the guidance of American

missionaries.
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above. The figures reveal the steady increase in support
of the mission program from four hundred sixty-three
churches who gave $38,341.65 in 1950 to the one thousand,
one hundred seventy-five churches who gave $313,946.70
in 1963.1

The three periods of growth are also noted by the
amount of money received for the mission program. From
1951 to 1953 the receipts were under the one hundred
thousand dollar mark; from 1954 to 1960 the receipts
increased from the one hundred thousand dollar mark to
above the two hundred thousand dollar mark. From 1961 to
1063 the increase in contributions continued to rise from
two hundred thousand dollars to over three hundred thousand
dollars. The total figure is small when compared with the
total receipts of some larger Baptist groups, but the
percentage increase from 1951 to 1063 speaks for itself in
reflecting the missionary spirit of the churches composing
the North American Baptist Association.

The growth of the mission program was also reflected
in the number of countries in which missionary endeavors
had been undertaken by the North American Baptist Association.

From an initial mission point in Brazil in 1950 the

11964 Yearbook, North American Baptist Association,
p. 38.
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Association had sponsored missions in Mexico, Formosa, Japan,
Portugal, Costa Rica, Cape Verde, and Hawaii by 1963. At
the time of this writing, missionaries were preparing to
enter the following additional countries: France,
Guatemala, and Nicaragua. The staff of workers had grown
from three full-time missionaries in 1950 to an all-time
high of forty full-time missionaries at the time of this

writing.
I. THE EARLY YEARS, 1950-1953

The first four years of the North American Baptist

new work with a few churches was undertaken under the
leadership of Brother J. D. Welch. As the first secretary-
treasurer of this new Association, Welch sought to build
as much support for the foreign mission program as quickly
as possible. Before he really got under way, he died,
leaving the Association without a leader in the middle of
its first year of existence. Mrs. Welch ably filled her
husband's duties until a new secretary.could be selected,
Brother W. J. Burgess was selected to fill the
vacancy created by the death of Welch early in 1951.
Burgess immediately undertook the task of building strong
missionary support among the churches. The work experienced

Association were not easy ones. The burden of starting a
immediate growth under the able leadership of Burgess.












62

Two new missionaries were sent to help in the rapidly
growing work in Brazil. Brother John Llliott was sent to
work with the Baptist Theological Seminary of Campinas and
the Editora Grafica Batista publishing house. Brother
B. C. Wilkins was also sent, but due to a series of heart
attacks he was forced to return to the States and was
never able to return to the field,

A recapitulation of the foreign mission work in 1956
reveals that the Association supported twenty-five missionary
families. These missionaries reported five hundred
seventy-six conversions and eight new churches organized.3
The total mission receipts for 1956 amounted to $130,680.87.

‘In 1657 the work continued to grow in all established
fields., Brother Bateman organized the first church in
Formosa with fourteen charter members.4 He reported thirty
conversions in 1957, The work in Mexico and Hawaii continued
at about the same pace as in 1956,

A year of trial for the Brazilian work was 1958.
Several problems developed between the missionaries and with
other Baptist groups in Brazil. These problems hindered

the work for a short time, but the Lord eventually gave

1956 North American Baptist Association Yearbook,

p. 17.
4
p. 21.

1957 North American Baptist Association Yearbook,
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the victory and the work again began to grow. R, B.
Crawford was sent to Brazil in 1958,

The Editora Grafica Batista publishing house supplied
literature for eighty churches in Brazil., Land was pur-
chased in Campinas to construct a dormitory for the Baptist
Theological Seminary in Campinas. The work experienced
much growth and stabilization.5

No unusual growth was seen in 1959, though all
missionaries did report a total of three hundred four
conversions. All missionaries remained on their respective
fields and experienced stable growth in their mission
churches.

At the end of the first ten years of existence the
mission program of the North American Baptist Association
seemed to be on a solid foundation. Active mission points
were set up in Formosa, Mexico, Prazil, Cape Verde, Portugal,
and Japan. For}the first time in its history the mission
receipts exceeded two hundred thousand dollars. In 1960
one thousand, one hundred fourteen churches gave $212.826.94

through the mission office at Lit*tle Rock, Arkansas.

51958 North American Baptist Association Yearbook,

p. 54.
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IIXI. THE ESTABLISHING YEARS, 1961-1963

The interest in a foreign mission program continued
to grow among the people of the North American Baptist
Association. This fact is reflected in the increase of
mission receipts. Even though the number of supporting
churches remained about the same, the amount of mission
receipts continued to increase each year,

The fellowship of the Association seemed to be at a
peak. The spirit of co-operation greatly aided the promo-
tion of a more effective mission program. The work in
Mexico was strengthened in 1961 with the establishment of
the Mexico Baptist Seminary for the training of native
workers. This work was started under the leadership of
Missionary O. L. Howard.6

After several years in the States, Z., T. Rankin was
able to return to Japan to continue his work there. He
was privileged to have the assistance of two native workers,
Shigeo Oyama and Ichiro Nochiro. One new family was added
to the mission force in 1961, the Dale Breededs to Formosa.
A recapitulation of all fields revealed six hundred

seventy-one conversions, two hundred thirty-nine baptisms,

61061 North American Baptist Association Yearbook,

p. 51.
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session in 1963:
Our heart bleeds when these urgent calls come and
we do not have money to answer them. From many places
in our own country, entreaties also come, begging for
missionaries. But the number of men we send depends
entirely upon the amount of money we give., We have
always been able to pay their salaries on time. We
must continue this as they cannot go or stay without
support. If the money our people spend on spogts were
given to missions we could answer these calls.
A recapitulation of all foreign fields reveal that in
1963 there were four thousand, two hundred sixty-nine sermons
preached, thirteen thousand, seventy tracts distributed,
seven hundred eight conversions witnessed, and twelve new

missions and churches organized.
IV, CONCLUSION

This survey of the thirteen-year history of the
foreign mission program of the North American Baptist
Association revealed that a progressive mission work had
been done, The churches composing this Association had
expressed a sincere interest in obeying the commission of
Jesus Christ as given in Matthew 28:1¢-20.

If the past accomplishments can be used as a gage to

judge the future of this Association, a progressive and

Ibid., p. 66.

lo1964 North American Baptist Association Yearbook,

p. 92.
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rapidly expanding mission work should be done. Time alone
will determine the final accomplishments of this Association
in the area of foreign mission endeavors.,

The facts speak for themselves in testifying to the
quality of mission work done by this Association. From a
small beginning in Little Rock, Arkansas, a few determined
individuals and churches have grown so that they are now
engaged in a positive program of sending the Gospel into

as much of the world as men and money permit..
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missionary work, the new Association also established
departments of Christian Education and Publication. The
purpose for these departments was to strengthen and aid the
churches in doing missionar§ wo}k around the world.

From a small beginning in 1950, the Association had
experienced a steady growth in the number of affiliating
churches, amount of mission receipts received each year,
and the number of missionaries supported. PFor the first
thirteen years of its existence, the North American Baptist
Association had sent nineteen American families as
missionaries into nine foreign countries. They had also
supported forty-seven native missionaries in tem countries.
The total contributions for the first thirteen years had
amounted to $2,221,492.72.

The three major periods of growth and progress noted
in the development of the mission program of the North
American Baptist Association reflected the steady increase
of interest in the task of fulfilling the Great Commission
of the Lord Jesus Christ on the part of the churches
composing the Association. The Association had continued to
increase its number of workers each year as the funds
received from the churches permitted. At the time of this
writing it could be concluded that the intentions of the

churches composing the North American Baptist Association
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were to continue in a program of world missions until the

return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Give religious affiliation, if any, of your parents and that

of your wife,

Is your wife a high school graduate? Any college
work? Degree? . What has been your average
salary as pastor or missionary? . Do you under-

stand that if chosen a missionary you are to work at the
job as consistently and devotedly as you would be expected

to do in the business world? . Do you smoke?

Play cards? Drink intoxicating beverages?
Go to movies? Boxing bouts? Wrestling
matches? Take part in other worldly things?

Have you endeavored to live within your income?

Will you co-operate with other missionaries who might be
on the same field of work, refrain from any contention
with them, and co-operate with your Missions Office and
all the churches and pastors to the best of your ability?

. At the present time foreign missionaries are

given a furlough after four years on the field and if they
should return of their own accord (except in emergencies)
betfore then, they are expected to pay their own return
passage. In case the length of service on the field,
between furloughs, is extended will you accept such change?

. Do you or your wife have a trade or profession

in any secular field? . State previous occupation,
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