Ouachita Baptist University
Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita

Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, 1985-1989 Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine

8-3-1989

August 3, 1989

Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_85-89

b Part of the Christian Denominations and Sects Commons, and the Mass Communication Commons


https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_85-89
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/arbn_85-89?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_85-89%2F49&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1184?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_85-89%2F49&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/334?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Farbn_85-89%2F49&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Learning to Read

Arkansas
Baptist

August 3, 1989

A Call for

Volunteers




In This Issue

Cover Story

BGEA photo

A Call for Volunteers...11

Thousands are volunteering to serve as
choir members, ushers, and counselors
during Billy Grabam's Arkansas Crusade
in September. Still more are needed.

Editor’s Page......... 3
Speak Up

You'll Be Glad To Know. . .4
Letters to the Editor. . .. ... 4
Woman’s Viewpoint. .. ... 4
Today:s ISSUCS: ou ¢ wissons s 5
Faith At Work

Learning to Read......... 6

Local & State

Youth In Crisis. ... ....... 8
Arkansas All Over........ 12
Petit Jean Dedication. .. .. 12
Journeymen Sent........ 13
‘Mission Center’ Started...13
Yellville Dedication. . .. .. 13
Much-Needed Camp. . .... 14
Holland Honored. ....... 15
Nation

Options Offered......... 17
Questions Linger........ 18
Bush Considers Pressler. . .20
O’Brien to Head WMU. . . .23
Lessons For Living..21
World

Leaders Endorse Party. .. .24

IT’S UPLIFTING

Miracles Happen

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—In early june
1988, Heather Preas was near death in a
Dallas hospital, while hundreds attending
Summer Youth Celebration at Glorieta
(N.M.) Baptist Conference Center were
praying for her.

Today, Heather is a survivor of severe
aplastic anemia, a rare bone marrow
disease that eats away the body's immune
system, and her mother, Cynthia Preas,
believes the miracle is due in part to the
fervent. prayers of young people.

Heather was diagnosed with the disease
in January 1988 after returning home from
a ski trip with the youth group at her
church, First Baptist of Midland, Texas. She
was badly bruised, lethargic and bleeding
from the gums.

Her mother rushed her to the doctor on-
ly to learn Heather had one of two
illnesses—acute leukemia or aplastic
anemia, a disease which infects only five
out of every 1 million people.

“The doctor told us to pray for
leukemia,' her mother said.

In January 1988, Heather was given four
months to live. “They told her she
wouldn’t live to see her 16th birthday,” her
mother continued.

When the church and community learn-
ed of Heather's illness, they rallied to her
rescue, donating much-needed blood.

The church, which operates a blood
bank, had to hire extra people to meet the
demands of people wanting to donate
blood for Heather, said Youth Minister
Charlie Dodd.

Others volunteered to take bone-marrow
transplant tests. To survive, Heather would
nneed the transplant from someone whose
tissue matched hers. However, each test
cost $500.

“‘One man from New Mexico donated
enough money to take care of 200 of those
tests,”” Mrs. Preas said.

Heather lived to her 16th birthday April
15; by May 13 she was dying and knew it.

**She had made out all her funeral plans.
She wanted to have a pizza party for all the
kids at church to thank them for their
prayers and visits, said her mother. “At that
point, I gave her to God. I had a lot of
peace about it."”

Thirty minutes later, in their Midland
home where they had brought Heather to
die, the Preases received a call from doc-
tors at Baylor Medical Complex in Dallas
saying they had located not one, but five
bone-marrow donors in London.

“'It wasn't until I had given Heather to
God that a donor was found,”’ Mrs. Preas
said.

Heather went for her transplant in 1988,
the week youth from the church were at-
tending Summer Youth Celebration at
Glorieta.

“‘On the night of her transplant, the
whole congregation prayed for her," Dodd
said.

After the successful surgery, Heather
finally was released from the hospital in
September 1988.

While Heather is not totally free from
medical problems, her mother is ‘‘com-
pletely confident that miracles do still hap-
pen.”

GOOD

NEWS!

A Broader
Image of God

1 Samuel 26:19-20; 27:1-28:2; 29:1-30:31

“Your God is too small!" So charged J. B.
Phillips in his little book by that arresting
title. He treated several misconceptions of
God. Included are such false images as resi-
dent policeman, grand old man, and
managing director.

Life can easily get caught in the shallow
eddy of a small understanding of God, but
life surges with new meaning as we allow
great ideas of God to play on the horizons
of our minds.

David revealed a limited understanding
of God in his plea that Saul not force him
into a foreign land beyond God's protec-
tion (26:19-20). But his plea was to no avail.

In desperation, David finally joined the
forces of Achish, king of Gath (27:1-4).

Surprisingly, God's power was with
David, even on foreign soil! Under God’s
guidance, he continued to move toward the
throne of Israel (27:1 to 28:2; 29:1 to
30:31).

Years later, while in exile, God's people
likely were encouraged by the stories of
David'’s fugitive days among the Philistines.
The stories helped them to rethink their
small ideas of God. David's experiences,
along with the stories of the ark among the
Philistines (1 Sm. 4-6), proclaimed to them
God's power and presence beyond the
native land of his’ people.

Adapted from ““Proclalm,” April-June 1981. Copyright
1981 The Suaday School Board of the Southern Baptlst
Conventlon. All rights rescrved. Used by permission. For
subscription mromuuun. write to Materlal Services
Dept., 127 Ninth Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37234,
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EDITOR’S PAGE

Devastation by Chance

J. EVERETT SNEED

A major effort is again underway to
legalize the lottery in Arkansas. We believe
that the overwhelming majority of Arkan-
sans are firmly opposed to our state being
directly involved in the gambling business.
The best way, at present, to show our op-
position to gambling is to refuse to sign the
petition which will be circulated in the not
to distant future. When an individual
analyzes the facts, he can see just how
devastating gambling and, particularly, the
lottery can be.

The devastating effects of gambling and
the lottery are shown in the July 10 issue
of Time magazine. It was observed that this
year Americans will spend an estimated
$278 billion on various forms of gambling.
Included in these figures are everything
from the lottery to church-run bingos.

One of the arguments that the pro-
ponents of the lottery will use to attempt
to get signatures so that the issue can be
placed on the ballot is, *‘Let’s give the peo-
ple a chance to decide whether they want
the lottery or not.”” One might just as well
argue, “‘Let’s give the people the chance to
decide whether they want prostitution,
murder or larceny legalized.”

When the state enters into the gambling
busi all forms of gambling increase.
Time magazine said, "‘Legalized gambling
also prompts more illegal wagering. It was
once thought that the lottery and other
state run betting ventures would pull
money away from ghetto numbers games,
horse parlors operated behind the candy
store front and the like. But the illegal
games usually flourish along side the illegal
ones, and sometimes even piggyback on
them.”

The more the government enters into the
gambling business, the wider the spectrum
of people who will be devastated by the
cancer of g; g. Again Time
provides statistics which show the rapid in-
crease of gambling in our nation alongside
the growth of states entering into the

b Christiansen/C
Associates in New York City, a leading con-
sulting firm to the gambling industry, gives
statistics on the increase of gambling in the
past five years. Casino gambling took in
$164 billion and was up 57 percent from
1983. Slot machines jumped 98 percent,
and legal book making jumped 103 per-
cent. But, the greatest increase of all was
a 228 percent leap in money wagered in
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card rooms.

State run lotteries produce big money for
multi-million dollar gambling corpora-
tions. Lotto America, an organization that
many believe to be the nucleus of a national
lottery, is currently operating in six states
and the District of Columb
organization hopes to sign up two more
states in the near future.

Proponents argue that people have
always gambled, so the state government
should just as well get in on the action.
These proponents further maintain that the
lottery is a painless way to raise billions of
dollars for such things as education, senior
citizens program and other areas where tax
money is needed. Those supporters of the
lottery are not selling dreams but delusions.

Those who spend the largest amount of
money on the lottery are those who can

least afford to lose. For example, this editor
observed an elderly lady spend all of her
Social Security check on lottery tickets ex-
cept the small amount required for her
rent. The salesperson, in a drug store, in
Boston, Mass., tried in vain to dissuade the
lady from throwing her money away in this
way. The elderly lady argued, “I just feel
in my stomach that I'm going to win this
time so I want to use all that I have to buy
lottery tickets."”

The odds of an individual winning the
lottery are infinitesimal. For example, in
one popular form of the lottery, a bettor
picks six numbers out of 54. The odds of
an individual picking the right six numbers
are one in 12.9 million.

Worst of all in order to make the lottery
go the state must use hard-sell advertising
Someone has observed, **We used to say,
‘work hard, study hard, and you'll get
ahead,’ now we say, ‘just gamble and go for
the big win."

The lottery appears to be an easy source
of revenue which will solve a state’s finan-
cial problems. This simply is not true!
James Smith, superintendent of the Wolf
Branch School in Belleville, 111, said of the
lottery, ““The real benefit is zero.” Smith
went on to observe that the actual benefit
is less than zero since it has made it im-
possible to get a bond issue authorized
because local officials think that schools
are rolling in lottery money.

The lottery is morally wrong. The Bible
clearly teaches that we are to love our
neighbor and never to try to get something
for nothing. Each Christian has a moral,
social and economic responsibility for op-
posing the state lottery. Let's stop this evil
before it starts. Let’s keep it off from the
ballot.

Arkansas
Baptist

VOLUME 88 NUMBER 26

J. Everett Sneed, PhoD. .. ....oovnnnns Editor
Mark Kelly ......... .+.... Managing Editor

Erwin L. McDonald, Litt. D. . . Editor Emeritus
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, Inc. Board of Dircctors:
Lane Strother, Mountain Home, president; Jimmy Anderson,
Leachville; Joanne Caldwell, Texarkana, Nelson Wilhelm.
Waldron; Bert Thomas, Searcy: Lyndon Finney, Little Rock.
Phelan Boone, El Dorado; Harold Gateley. Fayetteville; and Don
Heuer, Batesville

Letters to the editor arc invited. Letters should be typed
doublespace and may not contain more than 350 words. Let-
ters must be signed and marked “for publication ** A complete
policy statement s available on request

Photos submitted for publication will be returned only when
accompanicd by 2 stamped. self-addressed envelope. Only
black and white photos can be used

Copies by mail 50 cents cach

Deaths of members of Arkansas churches will be reported
in bricf form when information is received not later than 14
days after the date of death

Advertising accepted in writing only. Rates on request
Opinions expressed in signed articles are those of the writer

Member of the Southern Baptist Press Association.

The Arkansas Baptist (ISSN 1040-6506)is published weekly
except Easter, Independence Day, the first week of October,
and Christmas, by the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine, Inc..
601-A W Capitol, Little Rock, AR 72201. Subscription rates
are $6.99 per year (individual), $5.52 per year (Every Resi-
dent Family Plan), $6.12 per year (Group Plan) Foreign ad-
dress rates on request. Second class postage paid at Little
Rock, Ark.

POSTMASTER: Scnd address changes to Arkansas Bap-
tist, P. O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR 72203, (376-4791)

Page 3



SPEAK UP

DON MOORE

You’ll Be Glad
To Know

You have time to
get good and ready
for “Here's Hope—
Jesus Loves You."
This is the theme that
has been chosen for
the promotion of
simultaneous revivals
in the spring of 1990.

Despair in the home, despair in the
school, despair in the work place, despair
in society, despair in personal living—these
characterize the age in which we live. Now
you see why ‘‘Here's Hope'' is such a
significant theme. Here is the need of the
world and the message of the gospel. God
identifies himself as “‘the God of hope’
(Ro. 15:13).

We are working and praying in hopes
that all of our churches will join in
simultaneous revivals sometime between
March 18 and April 8, 1990. If you are, you
need to plan to now. There are a dozen
good reasons for doing it with your sister
churches, not the least of which is that
your church can benefit from thousands of
dollars of radio and TV advertising that will
be going on at that time.

Here are a few things that need to be
done now.

(1) Get the church to vote the dates they
want in the three-week period. If the
church is without a pastor, a lay person
should bring this up in the next business
meeting.

(2) Get the evangelist committed that
you believe should conduct your revival.
Schedules will fill up early.

(3) Set aside money in your church for
proper promotion of your meeting.

(4) Do a survey this fall to find the pro-
spects. Work on them through loving
ministry and friendship during the fall and
winter.

(5) Pray! Now! The constant prayer now
will not only move God, but it will move
your fellow church members to begin to
pray, witness and work with enthusiasm in
anticipation of the ‘‘Here's Hope'' revival
in your church.

You have time, if you start right now!

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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Letters to the Editor

Understand Bonds

You need to be sure when your church
issues bonds to know whether they are
simple interest bonds with annual or semi-
annual interest coupons or if the bonds
bear compound interest compounded se-
miannually or annually until each bond is
matured. Either type of bond is legal.
Bonds that earn interest compounded an-
nually or semiannually become very ex-
pensive even if the stated rate is less than
simple interest. For example, we needed
$21,000 to retire an original corpus of
$7,000. What I am saying to trustees,
finance committees, deacons and pastors
is know what you are leading your chur-
ches to issue and to know to what they are
obligated. Ten or 12 years after issue is 100
late.

Lest I be misunderstood, I express my ap-
preciation to those who assisted Lancaster
Road Baptist Church to enable the con-
gregation to raise $26,000 to reduce ser-
vice to indebtedness nearly 80 percent.

The association, state convention missions
department, and individuals cooperating
enabled the church to retire outstanding
bonds, make necessary expenditure and
continue missions contributions through
the Cooperative Program and the local
association.—John S. Ashcraft, Little
Rock

Unacceptable Articles

I do not know how many readers of the
Arkansas Baptist are also subscribers to
the Arkansas Gazette. If they are, I am sure
they are aware of the enormous coverage
the Gazette has recently given over a
period of three days i.c., Sunday, July 16,
to Tuesday, July 17, covering homosexuals
and homosexual conduct in Arkansas. If
you, as we have, found the articles on this
deviant and perverted lifestyle offensive
and destructive to our society, then you can
do something about it. *'Be ye doers of the
word and not hearers only’* (Ja. 1:23-25).

Woman’s Viewpoint

There is a River

COLLEEN BACKUS

My grandfather died one
spring Saturday a couple of
years ago. He lived far away
and I could not attend his
funeral. I was supposed to
sing my first solo at church
the next day. I didn't think
it was a particularly good

ing a working mom. Due
to my son’s health and
sometimes just sheer ex-
haustion, I often missed
church at the time when I
needed its assurance the
most. But the citizens of
the city of God were still
there for me—as were his
promises.

Pastor, family, and

Sunday morning. My hus-
band called the church to
let them know of my loss,
and my pastor and friends
were sympathetic and
helpful. Another choir
member quickly helped me
work my solo into a duet,
in case my voice failed.
And then something very
special happened. My
pastor read his chosen
scripture, which happened
to be my favorite verse,
Psalm 46:4: ‘‘There is a
river, the streams whereof
shall make glad the city of
God, the holy place of the

tabernacles of the most
high."

Then I knew that the
Lord was with me, and my
grandfather—that we were

* part of the river. My pastor

and friends were part of it,
100, gladdening my heart
and praising the assurances
of God.

Since that time, I've
become a mother, and
there have been many ed-
dies and currents in that
river. My son dcvclopcd
some health probl

friends stood by with
prayers, phone calls, and
visits during some tough
times. Our church nursery
worker kept assuring me
that, through prayer, things
would be okay. And they
were. And they will be. I
thank God for his promises
and his people.
There is a river.

Colleen Backus, is pro-

duction supervisor for the

Arkansas Baptist, is a
BerofSlakesh

also had some very ml
conflicts that arise from be-

Drive Church in Little
Rock.
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We feel that the articles were totally unac-
ceptable and irresponsible. We would ask
that you prayerfully consider cancelling
you subscriptions to the Arkansas Gazette,
stating your protest against their publica-
tion of these articles and the fact that
homosexuality is clearly contrary to our
Lord’s teaching. This kind of a voice can
be heard! If there was ever a time for Chris-
tians to act on an issue it is now. Send your
cancellations and reasons to Walker Lun-
dy, editor, Arkansas Gazette, 112 W. 3rd,
Little Rock, AR 72203. W, in Arkansas, are
fortunate enough to have another choice
for our daily newspaper—Beverly Strain,
Wooster

Human Freedom

If the law is **The Separation of Church
and State,”" why is government telling the
church and its people what to do? No Bi-
ble reading, no prayers, no Bible study in
school, even if it is voluntary and had been
the will of the people for over 50 years.

The Bill of Rights, First Amendment says,

*‘Congress shall make no law (1) respec-ting
an establishment of religion, (2) or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof. . . (3) or
abridging the freedom of speech. The
courts should also follow the Constitution
since the courts are a branch of the govern-
ment. They should rule for the free exer-
cise of religion and including the freedom
of speech of it, which includes honarable
salesmanship of it to others.

January 1941, President Roosevelt listed
four freedoms: freedom of speech and
religion and freedom from want and fear.
In 1954, “'under God' was added to the
Pledge of Allegiance. In 1955, Congress
made *'In God we trust’’ the United States
motto. Fifty-three of the 55 delegates to the
Constitutional Convention were members
of churches. Congress has had a ‘‘National
Day of Prayer” since 1775.

It can only be concluded that decisions
against God, the Holy Bible, Bible study,
and prayer are a blatant disregard of (1) the
Constitution, (2) the will of the majority
of the people, (3) the traditions the peo-
ple have kept for 200 years, and (4) human
freedom —Russ Curry, Bentonville

AUTHORS WANTED BY
NEW YORK PUBLISHER

Leading subsidy book publisher séeks manuscripts
of all types: fiction. nonfiction, poetry. scholarly
and javenile warks. etc. New authors welco
for free, illustrated 40-page brochure H- 101
\lnllgv?"u 516 W 34St., \ew\orh NY.1

I

LNSales
Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches. 501-268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
Searcy 72143, Larry Carson, Butch Copeland.

BOB PARKER

Today’s Issues

Thousands Are Waiting

As of a fairly recent report, did you
know that 11,800 persons are awaiting
kidney transplants due to an “‘end-stage"’
kidney disease. “'End stage’’ means that
without a transplant or medical interven-
tion, the patient will die within a year.
Five thousand persons are awaiting cor-
neas, 900 awaiting hearts, 600 awaiting
livers, 150 awaiting lungs, and 125
awaiting heart-lungs. The total is 18,575
people are awaiting someone to donate
a needed organ.

We have all heard or read how people
such as the above received a much need-
ed organ from a donor. In most cases
these come from the donor after death.

Becoming an organ or tissue donor is
easy. Simply complete a donor card and
carry it with you at all times. Then do
the most important thing of all—inform
your next of kin that you want to be a
donor should the occasion arise. A per-
son under age 18 may be a donor if a
parent or legal guardian witnesses the
donor card.

Who knows, the need to receive an
organ may next be you, a loved one or

a friend.

Won't you join me in signing a card
and then urging family and friends to do
s0?

At the 1989 Church Training Youth
Convention in Little Rock, Jerry Cound,
a heart transplant recipient, spoke about
the way he and his family, Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald Cound, have been blessed by
such a gift. The Counds are members of
Park Hill Church in North Little Rock.

As Christians we should believe *'it is
more blessed than to give than to
receive'’ (Ac. 20:35), even in cases such
as the matter of sharing body tissues and
organs as the needs and opportunities
arise.

For additional information, call
ARORA (Arkansas Regional Organ
Recovery Agency) 24 hours a day for
organ donation information in Arkansas
telephone 1-800-7-ARORA-G  (1-800-
727-6726), in Little Rock, telephone
224-2623.

Robert A. Parker is director of the
Christian Life Council.

ALBERT GEORGE MFG. CO.

721 Poplar St., North Little Rock, Ark.
Phone 501-375-2921

Custom Manufacturers of

* Pew Cushions

* Kneeler Cushions

* Upholstered Seats and Backs
* Pulpit Chair Cushions

* Draperies ¢ Fabrics
 Pulpit Furniture * Pews

* Steeples

* Baptistries

m,

For Prices And Information, Write:
P.O. Box 5700, NLR, AR 72119

Vacation or
Business Travel

Complete arrangements
at no extra charge

Peters Travel
9107 Rodney Parham
Little Rock, Ark.
501-224-8442
1-800-441-8687

* % Mini-Buses x x

South’s Largest Inventory
New - Used
15 - 37 Pass.

Arkansas
Bus Exchange
501-536-7795
Fax 501-534-0244
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FAITH AT WORK e

Photo / Courler News

Literary tutor Minnie Brown (left) and ber star pupil, 69-year-old Frances Howard,
display a banner made in bher honor by a reading class.

Learning to Read

by John Nelson
Blytheville Courier News

BLYTHEVILLE—The elderly lady made
her way to the checkout line at Krogers
with a smile on her face. She proudly fill-
ed out her check and was able to read the
amount on the register for one of the first
times in 69 years.

Frances Howard, 69, began taking
reading lessons at age 67 from Minnie
Browne, a private reading tutor with the
Trinity Church Literacy Program.

Browne said, **“When Frances first came
to us, she couldn't write her own check
and she could hardly read at all. Can you
imagine what it would be like to have to
trust other people to do these simple tasks
for you? We went to work. Now it looks
like Mrs. Howard will be finishing her GED
degree within the next six months."”

Browne said more than 30 people have
learned how to read through the literacy
program during the past three years. Trinity
Baptist has held five training sessions and
produced 40 qualified tutorial teachers for
those needing to learn how to read.

‘“We open the training up to those in-
terested in the public,’ Browne said.
“There are 14 qualified trainers who are
members of the church. If anyone wants
to learn how to read, they can call the
church secretary at 763-6041 or come by
the church at 918 East Main Street.”

Howard said, *'I am completing this pro-
gram for my own enjoyment. It is too late
for me to use my skills to open a dress

Page 6

shop, like I could have years ago if I would
have been able to read.

“I've been a seamstress for a long time.
1 am telling the people about the impor-
tance of knowing how to read so maybe
it won't be too late for someone else to do
simple things like writing a check or
reading instructions at work. I love to
read.””

Howard recently was honored by Carol
Ross's Gosnell Junior High School Chapter
I Reading Class. She was presented with a
banner and given cake and punch. Ross
said Howard was a good example of deter-
mination and an inspiration to others with
the problem of illiteracy. Browne, who was
at the ceremony, said more than 700,000
people graduate high school each year who
are functionally illiterate.

When asked why she put off learning to
read so long, Howard said it had to do with

family responsibility and making a living.
She has worked for years as a seamstress
for herself. She worked for Hugh Caffey
Cleaners 12 years and M.C. Cookie Cleaners
for the same amount of time.

She was married to the late Jim Howard,
who worked for Arkansas Power and Light
Co. Mrs. Howard took care of her husband,
who had become ill, up until two years
ago, when he died.

Browne said, ‘“While Mr. Howard was
sick, Frances and I were only able to meet
two or three times a year’' Browne said,
‘I say this to be an inspiration for those
who want to learn to read. Even with set-
backs, you can eventually find the time if
you hang in there.”

Howard said when she originally wanted
to take reading seriously she didn’t know
where to turn in Mississippi County. She
asked at the Mississippi County Communi-
ty College and was told to call Eva Gill. Gill
had an interest in literacy problems and
later became the president of the Literacy
Council here. Gill works closely with the
Trinity Baptist program.

Howard said she reads books to her
grandson, 32-year-old Randall Monard
Stokes, who is a Blytheville High School
graduate and has worked out-of-state for
Chrysler Corp. for 13 years.

“I'm really glad Randall takes courses
through his work and can take advantage
of his ability to read,”” Howard said. *'I en-
couraged my late son, Richard Earl Stokes,
to learn also. He went to Payne College at
Augusta, Ga."”

Browne meets with Howard for reading
roughly once a week for two and a half
hours. This is a little more than most
students meet with their tutors because
Howard has more time for the effort.

She has nearly completed the entire pro-
gram. The subject matter includes how to
sound out words, reading stories, writing
the stories down as others read them, spell-
ing and comprehension skills.

There are three skill books, three work
books, three phonics books, three readers
and supplementary reading. Howard read
five books on her own and tries to find

BOTTOM-LINE
8383 SAVINGS TO YOU $$$

For further information, call: Debra Triplett at 501-834-0052

energy consultants of Arkansas, inc.
e ® c ° a e 9800 JFK Blvd., North Little Rock, AR 72116

Means: ¢ Automatic night setback
&) : Member.
& % ¢ Sequencing of loads to Assn. of
&/ ENERGY \Ty decrease power demands et
AUTOMATED \& * Programmed comfort control
CONTROLS

Benefits: ® Reduce utility cost 10-20%
e Full return on your investment in 1-3 years
¢ Positive cash flow from savings
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time for newspapers and magazines now.
She is a stewardess in the Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church on Eighth and
Roseman Streets and uses her reading skills
to help with the Sunday School lesson
planning. She has also taught Bible school.

Her book reading has included a
biography on Helen Keller and one on Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. She also enjoys books
about family life changing situations and
has read three of them.

Mrs. Howard went to work in the fifth
grade at Hernando, Miss. She lived out in
the country and because of family hard-
ship, only attended school four months out
of the year when she did go.

“My teacher back then was an eighth
grade student. It was a long time ago and
I had forgotten what she did teach me,"”
Mrs. Howard said.

At the Trinity Baptist Literacy Program,
there is no background or age requirement.
Browne said there are students as young as
10 and those in their late 60s. Two high
school students, now both living out of
Blytheville, came through the reading pro-
gr:m and were helped.

Browne said, "'There is no shame in not
knowing how to read. The shame would
be not to take the opportunity to learn how
when it came along."”

Howard said Helen Keller and all of her
handicaps gave her inspiration to pursue
learning to read.

“Keller started out not even being able
to speak a word and through determination
finally said ‘water. I thought if she could
do that and then go on to be a teacher, sure-
ly I could learn to read,” she said.

Browne said some people put off getting
help with reading because they are afraid
people will think they are dumb. She said
they are not dumb, they just need the key
to knowledge, reading.

Browne said society is reacting to a
growing problem in illiteracy. For example,
road signs have visual symbols now so that
non-readers can understand. She said the
answer is to teach reading.

“I truly enjoy reading,’ Mrs. Howard
said. **This really means so much to me."

A SMILE OR TWO

An automobile engineer was asked to

visualize the car of the 1990’s.
“'Ivisualize it,”" he said, “'as still unpaid
for in the year 2010."—Jest a Minute,
VW Magazine

Television has proved that people will
look at anything rather than themselves.
—Ann Landers
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How Do You Solve A
Problem Like Bob?

The fact is, you don't. You've tried to help him, tried to
make him listen to reason, but it seems to only feed the
flames. You both get burned until you finally get burned out
He just doesn't seem to realize that it's not just his life he's
hurting — it's yours and your family's

When you and a loved one are caught in this kind of
ongoing trap, the first step to solving the problem is
understanding that you can't solve it — and that you're not a
failure because you can't

The Behavioral Medicine Center at Baptist Memorial
Medical Center can help — with depression, stress, anxiety
panic disorders, grief and obsessive, compulsive behavior —
in addition to relationship problems

We're here to provide professional medical care with an
attitude of Christian compassion and personal concern. We
offer individualized treatment programs for patients over age
18, under the direction of Dr. Robert Rice of the Minirth-
Meler-Rice Clinic. Testing, diagnosis, evaluation, therapy
and counseling all take place in a comforting, home-like
atmosphere within our hospital setting

The problem with your loved one isr
Let us help. Call 376-8200 or outside Pul
1-800-262-0054, toll free

BEHAVIORAL MEDICINE CENTER
b
A

BAPTIST MEMORIAL
MEDICAL CENTER

One Pershing Circle
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114-1899
Operated by Baptist Medical System

ours to solve.
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YOUTH IN CRISIS: Third in a Six-Part Series

Chemical Crutches

by Mark Kelly
Managlng Editor, Arkansas Baptist

A Connecticutt woman was sentenced
in April to 10 years in prison for standing
by while a man raped ber 10-year-old
daughbter.

He bad given ber $50 to buy cocaine.

Very few things can match the power of
drugs to control a person’s life. Illegal
drugs, like cocaine, can drive an addict to
unimaginable lengths to satisfy his craving.
And even legal drugs, like ethyl alcohol and
nicotine, are able to ravage both mind and
body.

There is something in the American per-
sonality which seems to make it peculiar-
ly susceptible to drugs. Sixty percent of the
world’s illegal drug output is consumed in
the United States, which has roughly 5 per-
cent of the world's population. An
estimated 20 million Americans use mari-
juana. Another 5 million use cocaine dai-
ly. And untold numbers cannot make it
through the day without a cigarette or a
cup of coffee.

Perhaps we use drugs to cope with our
stress-filled, hyperkinetic lifestyles. Or
perhaps it eases the pain of our
materialistic society’s spiritual emptiness.
But without question, far too many adult
Americans lean on drugs as a crutch for
daily life.

The plain message youth read in this per-
vasive drug dependence is that even adults
need outside help to deal with daily life,
says Jay Strack, a Fort Myers, Fla., pastor
and evangelist. The result is that the
teenager readily turns in the same direction
when he has trouble coping with the
tremendous pressures of adolescence.

But teenagers use drugs for many reasons
other than the desire to escape life's
pressures, Strack says. In his book, Drugs
and Drinking: What Every Teen and
Parent Should Know (Thomas Nelson,
1985), he lists four other common reasons
teens try drugs:

— Curiosity. A national survey showed
70 percent of American teens listed this as
their primary reason for beginning to take
drugs. The ‘‘desire to experience the for-
bidden’’ has been ruining lives since the
dawn of creation, Strack observes.

— Pressure. The instability of the
American home accentuates the young per-
son’s dependence upon peer approval,
Strack says. The lack of support from
home, coupled with the teenager’s natural
“‘herd instinct,’ makes a ‘‘new kid on the
block™ easy prey for others involved in
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drugs.

— Availability. A wide range of drugs,
especially marijuana, are readily available
in school restrooms and teen hangouts.

— Emptiness. Although teens may try
drugs for many reasons, Strack says that
“‘aimless desperation and emptiness’ is the
reason most stay on drugs.

Other reasons for teenage drug use may
include boredom, the thrill of risk-taking,
and ignorance of the consequences.

Because of their emotional and social
immaturity, teenagers are drawn into drug
use even more easily than
adults. And Ross Campbell, a
family counselor from Chat-
tanooga, Tenn., says that,
once a teenager has tried a
drug, he is more easily ad-
dicted to it because of his
body's ‘‘neurological and
metabolic immaturity.”

These factors, and others
besides, have combined to
bring drug use to “‘bewilder-
ing proportions’’ among
American teenagers, Strack
says. In Ministry with Youth
in Crisis (Convention Press,
1985), Campbell cites |
statistics which indicate that |
40 percent of teenagers are
“social”” or regular drug
users. The average age of first
marijuana use has dropped
from 19 in the 1960s to 12 in
the 1980s. Sixty percent of
today’s teens will have ex-
perimented with illicit drugs
by the time they are 18,
Campbell  says. That
represents a 6000 percent in-
crease in the last 20 years.

Many teenagers begin their
drug abuse histories with
their first cigarette, Campbell
says. He observes that
nicotine is so powerful that
a teenager may become
addicted after as few as five cigarettes. He
also says that 81 percent of those who
become addicted to cigarettes go on to try
marijuana. Sixty-seven percent of mari-
juana users move on to other drugs.

While cocaine and its derivatives are the
fastest-growing drug problem in America,
marijuana is by far the most pervasive il-
legal drug. The Youth Issues Institute
material, developed by the Arkansas Bap-
tist State Convention to assist youth
workers in their ministry to teenagers, cites

statistics developed by a national survey on
drug abuse which indicate that more than
one American in four has at least tried the
drug, and one in 10 is a regular user. The
survey showed one teenager in eight
smokes pot at least 20 times 2 month and
revealed that four high school seniors in 10
stayed “‘stoned’’ an average of three hours
each day.

Strack’s book, Drugs and Drinking, of-
fers an insider’s perspective on the problem
of teenage drug and alcohol abuse. Speak-
ing from his own perspective as a drug
abuser during his teens and early adult
years, Strack is not only able to talk about
the reasons teenagers use drugs, but he also
can knowledgeably discuss the drug scene.

He divides drugs into five categories:
Photo lliustration / Jim Veneman

— Hallucinogens, like LSD and PCP.
— Stimulants, like amphetamines, co-
caine, nicotine, and caffeine.

— Sedatives, like barbiturates and
depressants.

— Tranquilizers, like Valium and
Quaaludes.

— Narcotics, like morphine and heroin.
Strack identifies the symptoms common
to the use of each type of drug and offers
advice about how concerned adults can
help the teenage drug abuser. The final
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chapter of Strack’s book is directed toward
the teenage user and how the addicted teen
can find freedom from drugs through
spiritual rebirth. 1

Stan Coleman, minister of youth at First
Baptist Church in Springdale, says he finds
many parents are concerned about their
teenagers but do not know how to show
they care.

““They wind up being too rigid with the
youth, trying to force their own convic-
tions on them,”" observes Coleman, who
authored the Youth Issues Institute chapter
on drug abuse. "Instead they need to try
to guide the teenagers in the process of
making their own choices.”

Coleman suggests that the first thing
parents should do is admit they need help.
“You can't raise a teenager alone,”" he says.
*‘Parents need to dovetail the efforts of the
home with the church, particularly bet-
ween the ages of 13 and 16, when young
people need guidance the most.”

He advises parents to take several steps
toward helping their teenagers:

— Assume responsibility. ““Too many
parents are letting their kids run them,”
Coleman asserts. “‘They allow them to

make crucial decisions that keep them out
of church, for example, and in the wrong
kinds of company.”

— Recognize you are a role model. What
teenagers do has more to do with imitation
than education, he says. Parents who use
drugs should not be surprised when their
teenagers follow their example.

— Provide the facte. Teenagers need to
know the many ways drugs harm people,
especially young people.

— Provide stability. Dependable relation-
ships at home make a young person more
secure and less vulnerable to outside
pressures to use drugs.

— Build self-image. Many teenagers suf-
fer from a lack of self-worth and find lit-
tle meaning and purpose in life. Parents can
help by expressing their love for a teen as
a valuable and special person.

— Insist on accountability. Set boundary
lines such as a curfew and insist that they
be observed. In spite of their protests,
teenagers need and want such structure
and guidance. It is proof of your love for
them.

— Provide alternatives. Parents who will
not allow teenagers to participate in un-

CHARTER
VISTA HOSPITAL
4253 Crossover Road
Fayetteville, AR 72702

Call for FREE Assessment
521-5731 * 1-800-545-HOPE

Christian Civic Foundation
8300 Geyer Springs Rd., Suite 201

Little Rock, AR 72209

501-568-0448

John Finn, Executive Director

Teen Challenge of Arkansas
P.O. Box 8177
Hot Springs Village, AR 71909
501-624-2446
Tim Culbreth, Director

New BE

A CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT PROGRAM

11401 Interstate 30
Little Rock, AR 72209
501-455-7274

nnings

™

Southwest Hospital

Recovery Centers of America, Inc. / A National Medical Enterprises Company

Is your kid loaded?

Ve

From peer pressure to social pressure. times
have changed. Kids are more loaded with prob.
lems than ever before. The stresses are greater
The answers, more crucial. They look to others
for their solutions. Sometimes they look toward
alcohol or drugs. Sometimes thes just rebel

YouthCare at The BridgeWay provides
answers for kids who are loaded with problems.
They may be coping thro

cating at all. Or canin
induced vomiting Or thr
rage attacks. or periods of severe depression
By o over-contorming. Their
method ven greater prob
problems

If you have noticed 4 change in your child
lately — such as a total change in triends
a decline in sports or academic achievements

a radical change in cating habits — a com-
pulsion to diet — or 4 sudden detachment from
the famuly and former interests, maybe you
should call YouthCare at BrideeWay tor o
comultation

We bridge the gap 1o understanding - and
lasting chances for the good life

O
L4
Care
Kids problems are our business
The BridgeWay
New S S0 e

BridgeWay Road * North Little Rock, AR
7711500
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wholesome pastimes have a responsibility
to provide positive alternatives. Here is one
place a vital church youth program can
help.

— Know the symptoms of drug abuse.
A teenager who is fidgety and hyperactive,
who avoids eye contact, or who is always
angry and violent probably is not just “'go-
ing through a phase" Parents should be

concerned at such signs.

— Confront a problem. As hard as it may
be for parents and teens to admit a problem
exists, drug abusers should be confronted.
Support from church leaders should be
sought, and professional counseling or
treatment should be obtained.

**No concerned adult needs to be an ex-
pert on drugs before he can help a

teenager,’ Coleman concludes. “'It is far
more important to be accessible and in-
volved in a teenager's life. What he will
remember is that there was someone who
cared.”

Next Week: Alcohol Abuse.

The following is a partial list of
materials and organizations addressing
the teenage drug abuse issue. The list is
not i ded to be comp ive, nor
does it constitute an endorsement by the
Arkansas Baptist.

Ministry with Youth in Crisis
Richard Ross and Judi Hayes, compilers
Convention Press, Nashville, 1988

Drugs and Drinking
Jay Strack
Thomas Nelson, Nashville, 1985

Arkansas Division of Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Prevention

501-682-6656

State office which provides funding and
services for community-based substance
abuse programs. Offers information and
referral to treatment centers and com-
munity programs. Available: film and
resource library, pamphlet clearinghouse,
speakers bureau, training for local
groups.

The Bridgeway

501-771-1500

A 70-bed acute-care psychiatric hospital.
Free evaluation and recommendations
for four programs directed toward
children, youth, and adults. Offers
chemical dependency/dual diagnosi

Central Ark. Substance Abuse Program
666-6460

A private, non-profit organization which
provides education and intervention in
Pulaski, Saline, Lonoke, and Prairie coun-
ties. Provides educational presentations
for community groups. Offers evaluation
and referral to appropriate care
providers.

Christian Civic Foundation of Arkansas
501-568-0448

Private, non-profit educational organiza-
tion which addresses problems of drug
and alcohol abuse and pornography.
Monitors progress of related legislation
in General Assembly. Provides resources
for community groups interested in local
action.

MADD

501-376-6100; 1-800-228-7762
Non-profit organization which provides
public information and awareness on
drug- and alcohol-related traffic issues.
Provides victim assistance and judicial
and legislative review.

Minirth-Meier-Rice Clinic
501-225-0576

An outpatient clinic providing Christian
medical and psychiatric counseling and
therapy. Programs for individual and

treatment.

Charter Vista Hospital

501-521-5731; 1-800-545-HOPE

A G65-bed private hospital located in
Fayetteville. Provides detoxification and
psychiatric services to adults and ado-
lescents. New children’s emotional and
behavioral program. Follow-up “After-
Care'’ provides group and family coun-
seling. Outpatient services provided
through Charter Counseling Centers in
Fayetteville (521-1616) and Rogers
(631-6907).

family ¢ ling, group therapy, as well
as educational programs and resources.

National Clearinghouse for Alcohol
and Drug Information

PO. Box 2345

Rockville, MD 20852
301-468-2600

New Beginnings

501-455-7274

A 28-bed adolescent chemical dependen-
¢y program located at Southwest Hospital
in Little Rock. Provides psychological

assessment, individual and group

Teenage Drug Abuse Resources

therapy, family counseling, medical
detoxification unit, and school cur-
riculum for patients. One year continu-
ing care after discharge at no additional
cost.

New Hope Institute

501-663-4673; 1-800-343-6571

A 28-bed inpatient Christian psychiatric
program located at Doctor's Hospital in
Little Rock. Adolescents treated on an
outpatient basis or through other
facilities. Evaluation and referral for
hospital care and outpatient services.

New Life Counseling Service
501-664-3010

A private mental health group providing
outpatient counseling and crisis interven-
tion. Christian program for individual
and family counseling and group therapy.

Teen Challenge

501-624-2446

A private, non-profit program for persons
with “‘life-controlling problems."
Fourteen-month intensive discipleship
process directed toward applying biblical
principles to problem areas. ‘“Turning
Point"’ program trains leaders to use prin-
ciples in congregation.

Turning Point

501-370-1360

A behavioral unit located at Children’s
Hospital in Little Rock. Providing short-
term inpatient care, followed by continu-
ing outpatient care. Free assessment and
recommendation offered 24 hours a day.

Youth Home, Inc.

501-666-1960

Long-term residential psychiatric facili-
ty for severely emotionally-disturbed
youth ages 12 to 18. Primary diagnosis
must be emotional disturbance.

Page 10
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Crusade

LITTLE ROCK, AR
(July 17)—Thousands
of Arkansans are
volunteering to par-
ticipate in the Arkan-
sas Billy Graham
Crusade Sept. 17-24.
Three of the major
areas that are
recruiting the largest
numbers are the

choir, ushers and
counselors
Six thousand

singers are expected
to constitute the
choir, according to

choir committee
chairman Robert D.  Billy Grabam
Curless, area com-

mander of the Salvation Army, and approx-
imately 2,000 have already registered.
*“The best seats in the stadium and the op-
portunity to sing in the largest choir ever
assembled in Arkansas appeals to people
from all areas in the state, not to mention
the pleasure of singing hymns with Myr-
tle Hall, George Beverly Shea and other
family vocalists under the direction of Cliff
Barrows."

Registration cards have been sent to
churches, colleges, schools, and civic
choirs, but whether or not volunteers are
members of a choir, if they are 13 years or
older they can register by calling the
crusade office at 501-375-1989.

Make North Little Rock
your headquarters for
the Billy Graham Crusade

Call 758-1424 for lodging

information and rates

One telephone call gives you information on
North Little Rock accommodations and rates
as well as where to eat and what to do in
central Arkansas. Call now to reserve your
dates for Mr. Graham's Little Rock Crusade

September 17-24.

North Littie Rock Advertising and Promotion Commission

| Box5511
| North Little Rock, Arkansas 72119

August 3, 1989

Volunteers Needed

Photo / Bily Graham Evagelistic Association

Rehearsal will be the evening before the
crusade begins and each evening before
services in War Memorial Stadium, Little
Rock. Sheet music and song books will be
provided for the choir.

Three hundred-fifty ushers each night
will carry the responsibility for a smooth
and dignified flow of the audience into and
out of the stadium facility. They will also
distribute programs, receive the offering
and direct handicapped persons to special
seating sections. Already 241 persons have
volunteered, but a total of 1,000 are need-
ed since the same ushers also are not re-
quired to attend every night.

Men and women 16 years of age and

NORTH LITTLE ROCK

older who are interested in being ushers
can call the crusade office at 501-375-1989
to register.

Crusade counselors have completed their
several weeks of training to work with
newly converted Christians. More than half
of the 4,000 counselors who will be
available to handle the follow-up have
already registered their commitment. The
remainder are expected to volunteer by late
August. Counselors must apply for the
privilege after attending preparatory classes
which have already been completed.

The crusade has not been blessed by the
specific support and participation of 486
Arkansas congregations, according to Dan
Southern, Arkansas crusade director. But
it's not too late to become involved. For
more information on how you or your
church congregation can be involved, call
the crusade office at 501-375-1989.

Bitly Grakam

Crusade Countdown

August

* Youth Rally

3-4 Prayer Seminars with

Millie Dienert
Nurture Group Training
Prayer Hosts Extend
Invitations

22 Concert of Prayer

26 Leadership Breakfast with

Dr. Emmanuel Scott

27 Support Sunday

28-9/22 Prayertime Broadcasts

September
* High School Assemblies
5-9 Roots—One-on-One
Discipleship Training
9 Christian Life & Witness
Make-Up Class
9-10 Visitation
11-16 Rehearsals
17-24 CRUSADE

18-21 Regional Satellite
Crusades

18-22 School of Evangelism
25-10/27 Follow-up Broadcasts

718
21-27

For more information on any of these
events, contact your church’s
crusade coordinator or call the
Crusade Office at 375-1989.
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Arkansas All Over

Darin Garton, in-
terim pastor at Ro-
Lynn Hills in Monte
Ne, is the recipient of
the Velma Bird-
whistell Amis Scho-
larship r)rutnud by
the Univer:
Arkansas Baptis
dent Union.
scholarship,

for Velma Amis, is nted to a student
planning to enter a full-time church-related
ministry. Garton will be attending
Southwestern Baptist  Theological
Seminary this fall.

Max N. Gregory will begin serving in
August as director of missions for Current-
Gains Association, coming there from
Senath, Mo., where he has served as pastor
of First Church for nine years. Gregory also
has served as director of missions of Cen-
tral Missouri Mission Board in Columbia,
Mo., directing the work of three associa-
tions and 60 churches. In addition, he has
pastored Calvary Church in Columbia. A
native of Ark: y e 1 graduate of
Arkansas State University and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary. He and his
wife, Pat, are parents of two daughters,
Laura and Lynn.

Gary Arnold, who recently entered the
field of full-time evangelism, may be con-
tacted at Route 2, Box 1040, Marion, AR
72364; telephone 501-735-5575.

Bobby Lamb, bi-vocational pastor of
Daniel Church, Back Gate, recently
graduated from Ouachita Baptist Universi-
ty with a master’s degree in education. He
teaches in the Dollarway School system at
Pine Bluff.

Chester Cadwallader has resigned as
pastor of Childress Church, Monette.

R.W. Goodman, who has been serving as
bi-vocational pastor at Mount Pisgah
Church at Jonesboro, is now serving the
church as full-time pastor.

Kenneth jackson is serving as pastor of
First Church in Bay, coming there from
Soda Spring, Idaho. He also served as
pastor of Calvary Church in Harrisburg for
nine years. Jackson is married to the former
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Carmelita Hinch of Dell.
adult children.

They have four

Paula McGary has resigned as nursery
coordinator at Jacksonville First Church to
move to Conway.

Ross Burton recently observed his fifth
anniversary of service as minister of educa-
tion at Calvary Church in Little Rock.

‘Wesley J. Hodges has resigned as pastor
of Freeman Heights Church in Berryville
to work on his doctoral degree at
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Mark Short has resigned as minister of
music at First Church in Fayetteville and
Ronnie Cox is serving the church as in-
terim minister of music.

Woodland Heights Church in Conway
youth choir returned July 21 from a Texas

First Church, Petit Jean, beld a ded

of its new.

tour which included performances in chur-
ches in Eddy, Commerce, and Dallas.

Conway Second Church ordained Wright
Bundrick, Denny Brown, Dwight Davis,
Eddie Morris, Joe Southerland, and Kent
Womack to the deacon ministry July 9

Pickles Gap Church at Conway mission
team returned July 29 from St. Louis where
they conducted a vacation Bible School for
the Broadway Church.

Saltillo Church at Conway observed
homecoming July 9 with activities that in-
cluded “‘dinner on the grounds'' and an
afternoon musical program featuring the
Voyagers from Hot Springs.

Grznd Avenue Church in Hot Springs
S its 40th anniversary July 23.
of Van Buren was guest

Twin Lakes Chapel in Hot Springs observ-
ed its first anniversary with homecoming
July 16. Paul McClung, associate in the
AB Evangelism Department, was
speaker.

ABN photo / J. Everett Sneed

Christ”

July 16. The plant, valued

at $250,000, was erected at a cost of approximately $100,000 with the use of donated
materials and labor. A group from Allen, Texas, called the '‘Volunteer Carpenters for
assisted the congregation in erecting the facilities. The 4,000 square foot
Jfacilities consist of a new auditorium which will seat 150 people, a baptistry, pastor's
study, two rest rooms and five classrooms. A piano and organ also have been donated
to the 45-member congregation. The dedicatory sermon was preached by Arkansas

Baptist Editor J. Everett Sneed. V.L. Harris is pastor.
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Geyer Springs First Church in Little |
Rock student choir, directed by David
, recently returned from Leesburg,

ang in **Spirit Explosion" |
s led by Rick Caldwell. They |
also assisted with a survey blitz of the com-
munity. The mission effort resulted in 25
professions of faith and eight young peo-
ple surrendering to a full-time Christian |
vocation

West Helena Second Church honored |
Mrs. Bert Freeman July 9 in recognition of |
20 years of service as church secretary.

Springdale Elmdale Church held a ser-
vice July 16 to ordain Dan Esau as minister ‘
of music and Dwight Radler as minister of |
youth. Ruffin Snow of Eastwood Church
in Tulsa, Okla., preached the ordination
message. Pastor Mark Brooks was honored
for six years of service.

Hope First Church youth mission team |
has returned from New Orleans where they |
led morning backyard Bible clubs and after-
noon senior adult clubs, working in
cooperation with the Crescent City Church
in an apartment community.

Journeymen '
Commissioned

RICHMOND, Va.—Fifty young men and
women were commissioned as Southern
Baptist journeymen July 16 at First Baptist
Church in Richmond, Va. They have com-
pleted five weeks of training at the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board's
Missionary Learning Center in Rockville,
Va. They will travel overseas in a few
weeks.

The three Arkansans are as follows: Joe
Cathey from Mena, appointed to Tanzania;
Skipper Pickle from Siloam Springs, ap-
pointed to Ecuador; and Angie Rayburn
from Magnolia, appointed to Japan.

Houseparent
Positions

Arkansas Baptist Family and
Child Care is seeking mature
Christian couples interested in
working with abused, abandoned,
and neglected children. Salary,
benefits (medical and life insur-
ance), and supervision. For de-
tails, call or write David W. Perry,
P.O. Box 552, Little Rock, AR
72203; phone 501-376-4791.

NORTH PULASKI ASSOCIATION

‘Mission Center’ Started

The North Pulaski Association held a

ground breaking for its new associational
“facilities on July 23. The new 3,000 square
foot building will be erected at a cost of
$100,000 to $150,000 through the use of
volunteer labor.

The associational facility is to be com-
pleted before the end of August. It will be
constructed by a group of volunteers call-
ed “"The One Day Construction Team.”
This group has put up several church
buildings in a single day.

Associational Director of Missions Mar-
vin Peters observed, *The use of volunteers
will assist greatly in holding down our
cost.”" Most of the work will be done by
volunteers. A few jobs will be contracted
such as heating, air-conditioning, the lay-
ing of the foundation and the paving of the
parking lot.

The new facility will consist of four of-
fices, space
workroom, a large conference room, a
library, a separate audio-visual library, and
a materials display room. Dr. Peters observ-
ed that the associational staff wanted to
have current materials that are available
from the state and Southern Baptist con-
ventions on continual display for church
workers. This is to assist churches in deter-

mining the kinds of materials that they
need to use in the development of their
weekly activities.

The association had previously purchas-
ed slightly more than an acre at a cost of
$65,000. The land cost is not included in
the cost of materials and subcontracting.

A major project after the completion of
the new facility will be the development
of a library. It will feature books to help
churches in their day to day activities as
well as biblical and theological resources.

The building will also be used temporari-
ly by a new church that is being started in
the area. Currently the members of the new
congregation are meeting in homes for Bi-
ble study and for a Sunday evening wor-
ship service. Park Hill, North Little Rock,
is the primary sponsor while the associate
sponsors are First Church, North Little
Rock, First Church, Sherwood and Second
Church, Jacksonville.

In reflecting on the new building Peters
said, "“The new facility will enhance the
work of the association. We are not call-
ing it ‘an office building’ but a ‘mission
center’ because the building is designed to
be a place from which we go to do mis-
sion work. It is our desire to emphasize this
concept.”

Photo / Jackie Scott

Yellville Dedication— Yellville First Church dedicated its new 7,000 square foot
sanctuary Sunday, July 16. This is the third sanctuary to serve the congregation. The
first was constructed in 1913 and the second in 1957. Dedication personalities included

three former pastors, Pastor Tim Cypert, and Assoctate Pastor Jobn Harrington.

August 3, 1989
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The all-volunteer staff of the Spring Lake Assembly’s camp for abused children.

Much-Needed

by J. Everett Snced
Edltor, Arkansas Baptist

Spring Lake Assembly, Lonsdale, held a
camp for abused and neglected children Ju-
ly 5-7. This is the second time that the
camp, sponsored by a number of associa-
tions and churches, has provided a week
without cost. This year 26 children, ages
six to 16, attended the camp.

The idea for a camp for abused and
neglected children came from Spring Lake
Assembly Director Charles Holcomb. A few
years ago Holcomb was told by a social
worker that she was unable to find any
Christian camp that would minister to
these kinds of underprivileged children. As
a result, Holcomb asked his board of con-
trollers if Spring Lake would sponsor such
an assembly. The board of controllers voted
unanimously for the camp.

Most of the children are separated from
their families because of physical or sex-
ual abuse. Some are in institutional care
while others live in foster homes.

Holcomb estimated that the camp would
cost approximately $2,000. The Arkansas
Baptist Missions Department provided
$500 and approximately $250 has been
given by individuals. The Spring Lake
Assembly will have to absorb from other
camps the balance of the cost. Holcomb
said that it appeared that last year in-
dividual donations were more substantial
than they were going to be this year.

The staff is composed of all volunteers.
Two of the workers are summer field
workers furnished through the state mis-
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Camp

sions department. The use of volunteers,
many of whom have had experience in
working with these children, assist in keep-
ing the cost of the camp down.

In addition to a variety of recreational
activities, the daily schedule provides op-
portunity for Bible study, a devotional and
a feature entitled “‘God and Your Body."
The purpose of this feature is to assist the
children in making right choices. It pro-

outstanding t and

1876 INN
& RESTAURANT

At the 1876 Inn you enjoy fine accommodations, dedicated service, an

vides opportunity to talk with the campers
about God'’s love and how an individual's
decisions about his body affects his rela-
tionship with God and with other people.
This feature allows the workers to discuss
such topics as drugs, sex and cleanli 2
The devotional was given each evening
by Charles Holcomb. During this devo-
tional period, he provided information on
how an individual becomes a Christian.
However, he did not give an invitation. He
said, "'I feel that our campers can make bet-
ter decisions when they discuss their rela-
tionship with ' Christ with their own
counselors. Many of the young people ac-
cept Christ as Savior but it is done mostly
in 2 one-to-one situation.
During the afternoon, a variety of recrea-
tional activities are conducted for the
children. Among these are swimming,
boating, fishing, volleyball, handcrafts,
team sports and designing of T-shirts.
Holcomb stressed that the biggest desire
of these neglected and abused children is
for someone to love them. He said, **“Many
of these children have been physically
abused while others have been sexually
molested. It is difficult for an individual
from a2 normal family to understand what
these children have been through.'
There are a large number of neglected,
abused and battered children scattered
throughout Arkansas. Holcomb believes
that many other associational or area
camps should conduct a week for these
children. He said, ‘‘Such a week can pro-
vide a turning point in the life of a boy or
girl who has never had opportunity to
know love and to accept Christ as Savior."

=
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wholesome attractions
The 1876 Inn and Restaurant

C

* Enjoy our lovely landscaping of spring and summer flowers

¢ Relax in the jacuzzi whirlpool bath or pool

* We are experienced in handling groups

¢ We will make your reservations to the Great Passion Play and other

Rt. 1, Box 247, Eureka Springs, Arkansas 72632
501-253-7183 Toll Free 1-800-635-3390

heck with us for special events throughout the year.

for groups.
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Training Conferences for WMU and Age-Level
Officers and Leaders

DATE PLACE

Aug. 28 am/pm........... Grand Avenue, Fort Smith
Aug. 29 pm-30am....... Immanuel, Fayetteville
Aug. 31 am/pm........... First, Harrison

Sept. 7 am/pm........... Central, North Little Rock
Sept. 11 am/pm.......... Trinity, Texarkana

Sept. 12 pm - 13 am...... First, El Dorado

Sept. 14 am/pm.......... Immanuel, Pine Bluff
Sept. 25 am/pm.......... First, West Memphis
Sept. 26 pm - 27 am...... First, Jonesboro

Day Sessions: 10:00 am - 2:00 p.m.
Bring sack lunch; interest conferences offered

Evening Sessions: 6:45 - 9:00 pm

Baptist Book Store materials and a
nursery for preschoolers will be available.

0O =HOPUVI:=—

Bring current manual and magazine. L
Kruschwhitz and Holland
Make an IMPACT on your church! Holland
Be an informed Missions Educator.
Honored
A banquet was held at the Park Hill
Sponsored by Arkansas WMU Church, North Little Rock, July 18 to
A Ministry of the Cooperative Program honor W, T. Holland for his years of
dedi d service as director and

faculty member of the Little Rock
division of the Boyce Bible School.
There were 41 individuals in atten-
dance, including the current director,
Lehman Webb, faculty members and
Boyce Bible School graduates. Two
plaques were presented to Dr.

A Symbol To Depend On. Depasmea o th Aranes Bt

State Convention and the other from
Southern Baptist Theological

Griffin Leggett Healey @Roth || et s

assistant dean of Boyce Bible School,

Little Rock Louisville, Ky. and Holland.
Forest Hills Cemetery
Little Rock Correction

it M The *‘Helpline'’ calendar in the July 27
” ln l_.e ett eSt I S edition of the Arkansas Baptist should
have indicated that the World Mission Ral-

ly will be held on Oct. 27 at Immanuel
FUNERAL HOME AND MEMORIAL PARK / NORTH LITTLE ROCK Church, Little Rock.

(GROSS FUNERAL HoME

Py .
e Skip Notice
ot Sprin,
(083 The Arkansas Baptist will not publish
an issue for Aug. 10. The Sunday School
lesson commentaries for Aug. 5 and Aug.

12 are contained in this issue.

PEOPLE TO DEPEND ON
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WEST LITTLE ROCK

Let us help

take the burden
of finding a
comfortable place
to stay when in
Little Rock.

e Handicap Rooms

e Non-Smoking Rooms
e Pool

¢ In-Room Movies

e Church Group Rates

opcinl RO

p -
. tqr\ 'wuam
Cusod?

War Memorial Stadium
Little Rock

Days Inn ¢ West Little Rock
10524 W. Markham St.

Little Rock, AR 72205
Phone: 501-225-7366

Toll Free: 800-325-2525

Clergy
Participant eleCheck 4

Little Roc_k Hotels
N | ‘Eff)j:L

3 IIh_\L 4o

s

John Barrow

f 1
Base Line Road

North Little Rock

Geyer Springs

Chicot Rd.

«°°‘&
i - War Memorial Stadium
H - Guesthouse Inn

H - Plaza Hotel

| - Days Inn, West
H - Holiday Inn, Otter Creek
6] B B - La Quinta Inns

La Quinta Inns are Just Right Overnight
in Little Rock or from CoRal%tl}to-Coargtlg

La Quinta Inns are easily recognized in Little Rock or from coast-to-coast. From our
distinctive architecture and landscaping, to each of our more than 25,000 rooms, we
pay attention to your comfort and satisfaction. That's why at
La Quinta, you'll find rooms that are spacious, quieter and
more comfortable featuring free local phone calls, cable TV
and friendly, helpful hosts. Try La Quinta Inns and you'll
see why we are America's number one hotel value.
Ask for the Billy Graham Rate.

SOUTH

EST FAIR PARK N. LITTLE ROCK
2401 W. 65th St. 200 Shackleford Rd. 901 Fair Park Blvd. 4100 E. McCain Blvd.
(501) 568-1030 (501) 224-0900 (501) 664-7000 (501) 945-0808

& LA QUINTA INNS'

Toll-Free Reservations/Information

1-800-531-5900
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Frae Continental Breakfast
Children / 3rd & 4th Person Free
Free Local Phone Calls
Handicapped & Non-Smoking Rooms
Church Group Rates

1120 Medical Center Drive
Little Rock, AR 72205

501-227-9606

NATION

GUESTHOUSE INN

Your Home Away From Home
Whatever brings you to
Little Rock, stay with us!

* Kitchenettes in each room
* Complimentary coffee & donuts

* Handicap & Non-smoking rooms
* Reasonable rates & centrally located

301 S. University, Little Rock, AR 72205
501-664-6800

Special Gahan'1

-\-ﬁo&&cig v OTERCREK

1-30 at Exit 128. Little Rock, AR
501-455-2300

rm f 7900 Scott Hamilton

.mu Little Rock, AR 72209

l“ns 501-562-2694

For Reservations:
1-800-848-7878

ANNUITY BOARD

New Plan Offers Options

New ChurchLife plans, effective Sept. 1,
will expand term life coverage and options
available to Church Insurance Program par-
ticipants. Increased spouse and dependent
child coverage and more life protection in
retirement will be available. A new option
will offer up to $100,000 in no-frills
coverage at highly competitive premiums.

“‘For the past several years, Church In-
surance Program participants have been
asking for more life insurance and new op-
tions. This fall participants will get what
they've requested,” said Frank G. Schwall
Jr., senior vice-president of Member
Services.

New term life insurance premiums will
also be effective on Sept. 1, according to
Schwall.

“'ChurchLife premiums will reflect the
current insurance market,”" Schwall said.
*‘Rates in the new plans will be lower for
persons under 45 and will be higher for
those 45 and over."”

“‘The feature requested most by our
middle-aged participants is more life
coverage in retirement,” Schwall said.
*“This will be available this fall.""

ChurchLife Premium Plus Plan can
qualify for maximum coverage of $20,000
in retirement. ChurchLife Economy Plan
participants will be eligible for up to
$10,000 coverage in retirement. Retirement
coverages will be determined by how long
the participant was in the plan prior to
retirement.

The Premium Plus Plan and the
Economy Plan will offer $5,000 coverage
for spouses and eligible dependent
children at no extra cost. This is an increase
in coverage from previous Annuity Board
plans.

The new plans will also provide a
premium waiver. This provision assures
that if a participant becomes totally disabl-
ed and unable to work while insured before
reaching age 60, coverage will continue
with no additional premiums due as long
as disability continues.

“‘For the first time, the Annuity Board
will offer term-only coverage—the Church-
Life Pure Term Plan. The Pure Term
Plan—for active employees only—
provides up to $100,000 protection
without the cost of retirement or spouse-
dependent features," said Schwall. The
Pure Term Plan doesn't provide acciden-
tal death or dismemberment coverage
either, he said.

The participant’s compensation deter-
mines the amount of coverage in the
Premium Plus, Pure Term and Economy
plans.

The new Budget Plan will offer $10,000
coverage with no retirement or
spouse/dependent coverage. This plan of-
fers minimum protection and meets the life
insurance requirement for eligibility in An-
nuity Board medical and disability plans.

The Premium Plus, Economy and
Budget plans will provide additional
benefits in case of accidental death,
Beneficiaries will receive twice the amount
of coverage. Also, these plans will pay half
the amount of coverage for loss of a hand,
foot or eye in an accident.

No upgrading is required, but bchwall
noted that thousands of participants are ex-
pected to quickly take advantage of the
new plans and increase their coverage if
they are not at plan maximums. Church In-
surance Program participants will
automatically be enrolled in the new
ChurchLife plan. Schedule 100 participants
will be in the Premium Plus Plan and
those in Schedule 50 will be switched to
the Economy Plan. Premiums will be ad-
justed to reflect new rates.

Effective Sept. 1, the
Annuity Board will
expand term life coverage
and options available to
Church Insurance
Program participants.

Participants now in Schedule 5 can con-
tinue their $5,000 coverage at the new
rates. This coverage will no longer be
available to new participants.

Most participants in ciosed schedules 30
and 60 may upgrade to the new plans.
However, participants not eligible to
upgrade to other plans will receive increas-
ed spouse/dependent coverage and post-
retirement benefits.

Church Insurance Program participants
will receive a letter on how to upgrade
coverage.

To upgrade by enrolling in new plans,
participants must show evidence of good
health. Spouses an dependents do not have
to show evidence of good health.

Churches providing life insurance for
their ministers are encouraged to upgrade
their present coverage. The competitive
rates plus additional benefits make Church-
Life attractive for those churches not pro-
viding this benefit. The Annuity Board's
life insurance currently covers 952 in-
dividuals in Arkansas.
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Funding Questions Linger

Conflicting Information on BJCPA Creates Confusion

by Toby Druin
Texas Baptist Standard

DALLAS (BP)— Messengers to the 1989
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention refused to tamper with the
amount of funds budgeted for the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, but con-
flicting statements sent them home with
lingering questions about just how much
support the denomination is providing for
the Washington agency.

The BJC is a religious liberty - separation
of church and state watchdog organization
composed of nine Baptist denominations
in the United States and Canada.

On one hand, Sam Currin, chairman of
the SBC Public Affairs Committee, the
18-member panel which is the denomina-
tion's representation on the BJC, said,
‘‘Southern Baptists provide almost 90 per-
cent of the funding of the Baptist Joint
Committee.””

On the other, James M. Dunn, executive
director of the BJCPA, challenged Currin's
statment, insisting the SBC will provide on-
ly 53.7 percent of Joint Committee funds
in the 1990 budget, is providing only 60
percent this year and said it was 70 percent
last year.

Both were right, at least after Currin later
redefined his terms, changing ‘90 percent
of the funding™ to *“When you look at the
denominational support for the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, the
Southern Baptist Convention has given
something like 90 percent of the total."”

Messengers approved a $391,796 alloca-
tion for the BJC when they okayed the
1989-90 budget. However, two motions to
reconsider the budget and divert funds to
other agencies caused debate over SBC sup-
port before the messengers refused the
reconsideration effort by a vote of 6,034
10 5,198.

Currin raised the issue and made other
charges about alleged Joint Committee
fund raising efforts in presenting the report
of the Public Affairs Committee.

The PAC was expanded to 18 members
from 15 in 1987 when membership of the
BJC was expanded from 45 to 54. The PAC,
which before had a voice only through the
Joint Committee, was given power by the
SBC to speak out ‘‘on motions and resolu-
tions of the Southern Baptist Convention
upon which the Baptist Joint Committee
on Public Affairs cannot agree and/or does
not support.”

Rancor between the PAC and the BJC has
grown over a variety of issues, including
the amount of money going to the BJC and
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whether it should be channeled through
the PAC. The matter of funding surfaced
again in Las Vegas in questions put to Cur-
rin following his report as chairman of the
PAC.

Responding to a question, Currin, who
is a North Carolina Superior Court judge,
said, ‘‘Southern Baptists provide almost 90
percent of the funding of the Baptist Joint
Committee,” but charged that the PAC is
“‘unable to get an accounting from the Bap-
tist Joint Committee on something as basic
as where their money is coming from and
how it is being spent.”

Currin further charged the BJC is *‘cir-
cumventing the Cooperative Program in
soliciting funds. We are getting reports. . .
of anywhere from $100,000 to $200,000
being solicited outside the Cooperative
Program from other Southern Baptist
sources.”

Dunn, later given three minutes to res-
pond although it came after the conven-
tion had voted on the motion to reconsider
the budget, said every meeting of the Joint
Committee receives an outside certified
audit of where BJC funds come from and
how they are spent.

Dunn countered Currin's claim that 90
percent of funds come from the SBC, and
noted that the $391,796 to be provided by
the SBC in the 1989-90 BJCPA budget of
$729,772 is 53.7 percent of the total. He

said that the SBC portion was 60 percent
in 1988-89 and 70 percent in 1987-88.

Responding later, Currin changed his
reference from 90 percent of the fun-
ding’’ in his original charge to speak of
“‘denominational support.”

Both men were correct: Dunn was cor-
rect in reporting the percentage of the
SBC's support of the total budget; Currin
when he referred to “‘denominational sup-
port,”" because Southern Baptists do pro-
vide 90 percent of the funds that come
from the nine Baptist bodies.

Dunn provided a copy of the 1988 BJC
audit to Baptist state newspaper editors. In
that audit, the budget called for $499,625
from the nine conventions and
$448,400—89.7 percent, about as Currin
had stated—was to be from the 1987-88
SBC budget. But the $448,400 was 70 per-
cent of the $638,210 BJCPA total budget for
the year, as Dunn stated.

The 1988 BJC budget called for ‘“‘con-
tributions” of $34,000 in addition to
denominational support. This year's “‘con-
tributions” were up to $82,009 and the
1989-90 figure calls for $144,604. (The
balance of the 1989-90 BJC budget calls for
the $391,796 from the SBC, $92,610 from
the other eight conventions, 845,862 from
interest earned, $17,900 from literature
sales and $37,000 from special projects, in-
cluding the National Religious Liberty

DENERSE

1802 Jacksonville Highway, North Little Rock
Open Monday-Saturday, 9 to 9
MasterCard

Half-Price Sale!
on Ladies’ Spring and Summer Wear

Half-Price Sale!
on Men's Spring and Summer Shorts and Shirts

Visa

First Quality Boots by Nocona, Justin, and Tony Lama

All Python Snake and Lizard Boots.............. $179.95
All Exotic Belts. ............

945-1444

Discover
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Conference.)

Currin's reference to *'$100,000 to
$200,000" being raised by the BJC outside
the Cooperative Program from Southern
Baptists apparently was aimed at the ‘‘con-
tributions.”

If all of the $144,604 in contributions
projected for 1989-90 were to come from
Southern Baptists, that figure coupled with
the $391,796 from the Cooperative Pro-
gram would mean 73.5 percent would be
coming from Southern Baptists.

One action obviously aimed at getting at
the source of those funds was Executive
Committee approval in Las Vegas of a
change in the SBC Business and Financial
Plan requiring each SBC entity report an-
nually to the Executive Committee “‘on any
type of fund raising activities conducted by
the entity.”

Any special financial campaign would re-
quire endorsement by the convention or
Executive Committee and no agency can
“approach individuals or groups for special

solicitations on behalf of the agency
without approval of the convention of its
Executive Committee.”

Dunn says that none of the contributions
has come or will come because of solicita-
tions in the SBC, forbidden by the business
and financial plan except for appeals for
endowment funds.

"It is a lie,”" to say the funds come from
solicitation by him or the BJC, Dunn said.

“‘There are those whose mentality is so
conspiratorial, so dark and so
manipulatively political that they cannot

i\

Arkansas Church Construction?
Only One Name To Remember:

KINCO

Builders of the new worship center
First Baptist Church e Springdale, Ark.

BUILDING EXCELLENCE

Kinco.Inc
Constructors

15617 Rock Creek Parkway, Little Rock, AR 72211 ® 501-225-7606
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the groundswell of support that
has come to the Baptist Joint Committee
simply because our budget was cut in San
Antonio last year,’ Dunn said.

Many times since the San Antonio action,
Dunn said, pastors or church members
have called him to say the Joint Commit-
tee had been placed in their budget for
various amounts.

“And 1 didn't even know the person, the
church, and didn't know it was coming,’
Dunn said. “'They didn't ask us if they
could, if they should, if we would take it.
But I am just like anybody who has an
agency responsibility—I haven't sent a
single check back. But I have not been
soliciting funds.”

A more detailed list of contributors will
be given to BJC trustees Dunn said, but it
may just include categories of gifts rather
than names of churches or individuals to
protect them from harassment.

“Iam the designated ‘hittee’ right now,”
Dunn said. “Critics of those who would
offer us support would like to add them
to the hit list and they want to know how
much we are getting from Southern Bap-
tist sources so they could delete that much
from our Cooperative Program support.”

For Sale: Beautiful 1885 Rosewood Knabe
Grand Piano, restored. Must sell. (501)
767-4332 a3

Position Open: Staff position of
Music/Youth open. Send resume to Robert
McDaniel, Highland Heights Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 962, Benton, AR 72015.

a3

Classified ads must be submitted In writing to the ABN of-
fice no less than 10 days prior to the date of publication
desired. A check or money order In the proper amount,
figured at 85 cents per word, must be Included. Multiple In-
sertions of the same ad must be paid for In advance. The

matt:
avallable basis. No endorsement by the ABN Is implied.
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Bush Considers Pressler

by Marv Knox
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON (BP)—Paul Pressler, a
Houston judge and vice chairman of the
Southern Baptist Executive Committee,
reportedly has been picked to direct the
U.S. Office of Government Ethics.

Pressler, a judge on Texas' 14th Court of
Civil Appeals, is being considered by the
Bush administration to direct the office, ac-
cording to a July 20 report in the Houston
Post.

If nominated and confirmed, Pressler
would succeed Frank Nebeker, who has
been appointed chief judge of the new US.
Veterans' Court of Appeals.

Baptist Press, the news service of the
Southern Baptist Convention, attempted to
contact Pressler, who was vacationing’in
Europe, but was unable to do so.

The Office of Government Ethics
operates ‘‘the ethics program for the entire
executive branch’ of the federal govern-
ment, Deputy Director Donald Campbell
told Baptist Press.

Each executive-branch agency conducts
its own ethics program, usually headed by

a person from the general counscl’s office
in that agency, Campbell said. The Office
of Government Ethics then gives advice to
ihose ethics officials, he added.

For example, it helps to examine and
maintain standards of conduct and watch
for conflict of interest within the agencies,
he explained. It also reviews the nomina-
tion statements of the presidential ap-
pointees that require Senate approval,
about 1,000 to 1,100 positions.

The office, which has 35 employees, also
reviews the ethics programs in the agen-
cies, looking for weaknesses and strengths,
he said, giving “‘advice and guidance to the
ethics officials.”

The office can request agencies to con-
duct internal ethics investigations and, if
they decline, advise the president, Camp-
bell said. And when “‘ethics matters of
high-level officials in the executive branch™
are involved, the office can conduct the in-
vestigation, buttressing the efforts of the
agency's own ethics official, he added,
citing the investigation of former Attorney
General Edwin Meese as an example.

Legislation passed last year by Congress

elevated the office—which now is under
the Office of Personnel Management—to
the status of an independent agency, effec-
tive Oct. 1, Campbell noted, adding: ‘‘Con-
gress always has been concerned that the
Office of Personnel Management not in-
terfere with our actions. We assured them
they did not.”"

Appointment to the ethics post involves
“‘an extensive confirmation process,” an
aide to the Senate Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs told Baptist Press.

The process includes an FBI background
check, actual nomination of the candidate,
written questioning by the Senate Commit-
tee on Governmental Affairs, a hearing with
the committee and votes by both the
committee and the full Senate, the aide
said.

Attempts by Baptist Press to confirm the
nomination were unsuccessful.

“I don't have anything on Mr. Pressler,”
said Cheryl Kienel, special assistant to the
director of the White House Media Rela-
tions Office. **“We don't have anything yet."

The Office of Government Ethics’ Camp-
bell told Baptist Press: “‘I've heard the same
rumor. That is as much as I know. I've
heard they have floated his name in Con-
gress to see what the response would be.”

Music

Fellowship

Child Care
Provided

Church Arkansas Rally

Elmdale Baptist Church
September 5, 1989 at 7:00 p.m.

Church Arkansas Video Report by Dr. Don Moore

Message by

Harvey Kneisel Mark Brooks

Church Missions Development Conference

Invited: Associational and Church WMU Directors, Brotherhood Directors,
Missions Development Council Members, and Pastors

Springdale, Arkansas

Testimonies

Message

Dinner Provided
at 5:00 p.m.
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ELESSONS FOR LIVING i

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

God Gifts His Children

by Dennis W. Swanberg, Second
Church, Hot Springs

Basic passage: Judges 16
Focal passage: Judges 16:21-31

Central truth: God gifts his children
with power and grace, however, where
his gifts are abused, ministry is
neglected.

Sampson deliberately played with sin. It
was Delilah who came into his life and led
him to his death. The valley of Sorek was
near his home, but Sampson was already
far from God. It shocks us to see this
Nazarite sleeping on the lap of a wicked
woman, but this is what happens when a
man chooses to go his own way and rejects
the counsel of his loved ones and the Lord.
Sampson yielded to sin, for he was asleep
when he should have been awake!

You remember the warning Christ gave
to Simon Peter in Matthew 26:20-41. How
dangerous it is to play with sin. The rest
of the story shows the tragic end of the
believer who will not let God have his way
in his life. From now on Sampson does
nothing but lose. He loses his hair, the sym-
bol of his Nazarite dedication, for that
dedication has long since been abandon-
ed. Then he loses his strength, but he was
ignorant of it until overpowered. How
futile it is for the servant of God to try to
serve the Lord when out of his will. He
may think he can do God’s will as before,
but he will fail miserably. Sampson lost his
sight, for they put out his eyes. He lost his
liberty for they bound him with fetters of
brass. He ended up grinding corn instead
of fighting God's battles.

Someone has said that verse 21 pictures
the blinding, binding, and grinding results
of sin; and all of this began when Samp-
son despised his blessings and defied his
parents. Sampson also lost his testimony,
for he was the laughing stock of the
Philistines. Apparently, Sampson repented
of his sin, for God gave him one more
chance to act by faith. His hair began to
grow and Sampson asked God for strength
to win one more victory over the enemy.

God answered his prayer, but in defeating’

others, Sampson lost his life. Sampson is
remembered for what he destroyed, not for
what he built up. He lacked discipline and
direction; without these, his strength was
of no use. He had failed to check the im-
pulses that began early in his career, and
20 years later they killed him.

This lesson treatment Is based on the International Bible Lessoa for

lan Teachiag. Uniform Serles. Copyright International Coun-
cll of Educatlon. Used by permission.

August 3, 1989

True Confession

by David Moore, Immanuel Church,
Pine Bluff

Basic passage: Psalm 51:1-4,10,16-17;
32:1-5

Focal passage: Psalm 51:1-4,10,17;
32:1-4

Central truth: God wants our honest
confession of sin.

In developing our relationship to God,
we must deal with sin. David pours out his
heart in Psalm 51. He had sinned with
Bathsheba. His guilt includes adultery and
murder.

In the justice of God, David deserved the
death penalty. Yet in Psalm 51, he falls on
God's mercy (v. la). It is mercy that David
needs, not justice. In mercy God can wipe
away sins.

David falls on mercy and begs God for
cleansing (v. 2). He is indeed at the point
of repentence and confession. He is not
blaming his circumstances on anyone else.
It is as if David is saying that he commit-
ted adultery while God was watching (v. 4).

His only recourse is a new, clean heart
(v. 10). So he asks God for a new and loyal
spirit. That is the only hope for a sin-
stained heart. At the same time, he is will-
ing to use his experiences to help others
(v. 13).

David comes to realize that God wants
an honest and humble confession of sin.
God's purposes are best served not with
“‘burnt offerings’* or with offerings of time
or money. What God is looking for is an
humble and repentant heart (v. 17b).

David knows that God will not reject us
when we come with an open and honest
confession. The affirmation is plain—
happy are those whose sins are forgiven,
whose wrongs are pardoned. These folks
are “‘happy’’ and “‘free from all deceit,”
because ‘‘the Lord does not accuse of do-
ing wrong'" (32:1-2 TEV).

Contrast that joy in forgiveness with the
time before confession. David recalls his
reluctance to confess his sins. When he did
not confess, he was ‘‘worn out from cry-
ing all day long."" (v. 3). God punished him
and his strength was lost (v.4a).

Do you think David learned his lesson?
1 can imagine that the next time he sinned,
he would be more conscious of the need
for confession and forgiveness.

That is the lesson for us. When we sin,
let us come humbly in repentance as we
seek his forgiveness and grace.

This lesson Is based on the Life a0d Work Curriculum for Southern
Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sundzy School Board of the

The Obedient Life

by Robert O. Pruett, University
Church, Fayetteville

Basic passage: Leviticus 17:1 to 27:34

Focal passage: Leviticus 26:3-6,14-16,
40-42; 27:30-32

Central truth: Followers to God are to
be obedient to God, which brings
them into the center of God's will for
their lives.

God has your best interest at heart all of
the time. The ‘“‘just God' that we have
studied in our previous lessons desires and
urges all believers to be truly obedient. God
states that he blesses those who are obe-
dient to him in all things. This brings ques-
tions to mind such as, why do followers of
God suffer, why do unbelievers prosper,
and why doesn't God punish evil people?

Have you ever been around a truly obe-
dient, God-fearing person who is going
through turmoil? You can really see how
God gives peace by observing such a per-
son. One can see how God can and does
give the ability to sleep without fear. The
need to worry vanishes when one is truly
obedient to God. To that obedient saint in
our Lord who has been stricken with
cancer, the response comes, ‘‘Praise the
Lord for a wonderful life and now I can just
continue to live each day for Christ until
he calls me home.”

May we never be caught up in trying to
speculate on what a person has done to
deserve hard times. . . remember Job! God
allows some hard times, knowing we have
the God-given strength to not only get
through the hard times, but to be a witness
and grow while doing so.

The Bible teaches there is hope. The
disobedient must fall prostrate on the altar
before God and confess their lack of true
fellowship with God. The confession must
be one of admitting they have taken owner-
ship of their lives and tried to run their
lives themselves. Then God will renew the
relationship of peace, love, and joy.

The obedient follower of God realizes all
of their possessions and lives belong to
God. Sin comes from man taking posses-
sion of something one does not and can
never own or control. Christian steward-
ship of all we are and have is one way the
follower of God can truly express the com-
plete obedient lifestyle. God's promise *If
you obey all my commandments I will tru-
ly bless you." Let us obey him for what he
has done, not what he will do.

This lesson treatment Is based on the Bible Book Study for Southern
Baptist churches, copyright by the Sundzy School Boand of the
Southern AU
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R “LESSONS FOR LIVING

Convention Uniform

Life and Work

Bible Book

Decisions, Decisions

by Dennis W. Swanberg, Second
Church, Hot Springs

Basic passage: Ruth 1:1-22
Focal passage: Ruth 1:1-8;16-18

Central truth: God's people must make
all decisions out of a sincere commit-
ment unto the Lord so that individuals,
families, and nations might be blessed.

The circumstances of Ruth’s life were
recorded during the days of the judges.
These were times of strife and turmoil,
nevertheless, in Ruth we will witness a uni-
que side of Israel’s life. We will discover
that some of the Israelites had a strong faith
in the Lord. Naomi and Ruth demonstrated
a special love and loyalty that resulted
because of their choice to honor God and
thereby, serve one another.

Naomi and Ruth’s love for each other is
remarkable. To see a mother-in-law and
daughter-in-law express such a devotion is
a testimony to the family today. Even in the
loss of a husband and two sons, Naomi
continued a vital relationship with Ruth.
And Ruth responded with devotion—such
as would be expected of a daughter.
However, when one reads closely, one will
find that Naomi and Ruth's relation-
ship/fellowship was not necessitated
because of family needs, but rather out of
a simple trust in God to supply the daily
needs in their lives (Ru. 1:1-2).

Our decisions that honor the Lord will
enable him to turn our scars into stars. The
Lord can turn our tragedies into his
triumphs and thereby, afford his purposes
to become a reality for the family of
faith—that’s you and me!

Now to the decisions of decisions. How
many times have we heard married couples
communicate the phrase, “‘whither thou
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest,
1 will lodge; thy people shall be my peo-
ple and they God my God" at their wed-
ding? But seldom do young couples
understand that these words were between
a mother-in-law and a daughter-in-law. Not
only was Ruth’s decision to remain with
Naomi, but it was a decision to follow the
Lord. Ruth’s cc i 11 d her to

To Obey God

by David Moore, Immanuel Church,
Pine Bluff

Basic passage: Psalm 1:1-3; 119:97-106

Focal passage: Psalm 1:1-3;
119:100-105

Central truth: We must love God's
Word and obey it.

When I was a young boy, the Junior
Memory Drill was important in our church.
I was taught verse after verse, and 1 also
learned basic Bible skills.

So I have been taught God's Word and
have tried to put its precepts into my life.
There is no way to over-estimate the im-
portance of the Bible in the development
of my life.

The psalmist emphasizes the signifance
of knowing God's Word and obeying it.
Those who find their joy in studying the
law and knowing its principles have gain-
ed a rich heritage for their lives.

We do not have to follow the way of sin-
ners or to live like the world thinks we
should live. The Word teaches us the way
to live. No wonder we are called “‘happy"
if we reject the wisdom of the world in
favor of the wisdom of God (Ps. 1:1).

A young man may have infinite more
wisdom than an old man if that young man
holds the truth of God’s Word in his heart
(Ps. 119:100). The best gift we could give
to God is our heart of obedience. That is
the thing that God wants from us. When
we are in the will of God, the instructions
of the Word are like honey to us—no, the
psalmist says, even sweeter than honey (Ps.
119:103).

Once King Saul sinned against God by
taking some of the spoils of battle. When
Samuel confronted Saul with his sin, Saul
tried to deny it. Then he tried to rationalize
it. He suggested that he could improve on
God’s plan. He claimed that he took the
booty to offer as a sacrifice to God.

Samuel confronted him directly by say-
ing that God is more interested in obe-
dience to his Word than any sacrifice that
one can imagine (1 S. 15:22).

The wise Christian spends much time

express her faith in practical goodness.

Ruth could have returned to her native
homeland of the Moabites, however, she
sought after what was best for others, even
if it involved a sacrifice. Her decision was
to trust in the Lord and follow him in dai-
ly practical living.

This ) Bible Lesson for

Coun-

Christian Teaching. Uniform Serles. Copyright
ell of Education. Used by permission.
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ditating on the Word of God. Do you
know God's law? Do you know his prin-
ciples? Are you aware of his precepts?
Parents soon learn that they cannot simp-
ly tell a child what the child should do.
Children are much more interested in wat-
ching our actions (our obedience) than in
listening to our words.

This lesson Is based on the Life 2nd Work Curriculum for Southern
Baptist Churches, copyright by the Sundsy School Board of the
oarveation. All

Following God’s Leadership

by Robert O. Pruett, University
Church, Fayetteville

Basic passage: Numbers 1:1 to 21:35
Focal passage: Numbers 1:1-3; 3:5-7;
8:20-22; 9:15-17

Central truth: God makes preparation
for his children even before they res-
pond to him.

Organization is of the Lord. God has
always worked in an orderly manner and
has spent much time, detail, and man
power to insure his commands are carried
out in exactly the manner he wishes. Be-
ing a detail person, I find our study in
Numbers a most exciting pilgrimage.

This unit contains four lessons, beginn-
ing with the preparation to leave Sinai and
ending with the Israclites complaining
about God and Moses prior to the cross-
ing of the Jordan. We recall that Israel is
at Sinai at the beginning of Numbers. This
is where they had received the law, rebell-
ed by making the golden calf, constructed
the tabernacle, consecrated the priests, and
offered the sacrifices as commanded. But
now they must be on their way to the pro-
mised land.

God gave the people some procedures
to follow, helping them prepare for the
long and hard trip. The first was to take a
census. God know what was ahead for his
people and he knew this was necessary. A
long march was before the people of God
and they nceded to know their own
strengths and weaknesses so as to with-
stand the enemy. This enabled the people
to organize an army. May our churches
realize the importance of accountability
and organization so as to fight our enemy.

God's next command was to divide jobs
and assign job descriptions. God ask Moses
to call the tribe of Levi out to serve him
directly in the tabernacle in priestly duties.
This took them out of the battles, but also
took the other tribes out of the priestly
role. All have gifts and must work in
coordination.

From God to Moses to Aaron, the Levites
were set aside, atoned, and then they set
about to serve their God as commanded.
The Levites began their service
immediately.

The Israelites were now ready to move
towards the Promised Land. God did not
just set up the organization and abandon
his people. His presence and guidance was
with the people day and night.

‘This lesson treatmeat Is based oa the Bible Book Study for Southern
Baptist churches, copyright by the Sundsy School Board of the
per
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O’Brien to Head WMU

by Karen Benson
SBC Woman's Missionary Unlon

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.
West O'Brien, a
former foreign mis-
sionary who is presi-
dent of International
Family and Children’s
Educational Services
in Richmond, Va.,
has been elected na-

— Dr. Dellanna

tional executive
director of  the
Southern Baptist '

Woman's Missionary
Union. O'Brien

She was elected by the executive board
of national WMU during a called board
meeting Saturday morning, July 22, in
Albuquerque, N.M.

O’Brien and her husband, Bill, executive
vice-president of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board, will move to Bir-
mingham, where she will begin work Sept.
1. FMB President Keith Parks has asked Bill
O'Brien to continue in his present role until
the end of the year.

Dellanna O'Brien succeeds Carolyn
Weatherford, who is retiring Sept. | after
15 years in the post, to marry Southern
Baptist pastor Joe Crumpler Sr. of Cincin-
nati, Ohio.

**Carolyn Weatherford has done such a
good job, that she is not an easy person to
find someone to follow,” said Christine

the 1990s. We are excited about her com-
ing and look forward to working closely
with her”

O'Brien’s qualifications fit vo well with
the profile the search committee had
drawn up, McCullough said. Among them,
she cited:

— She grew up in missions organizations
in her local church.

— She is committed to missions and has
served as a foreign missionary. O'Brien and
her husband served in Indonesia from
1962-71. “‘The fact that she has been a mis-
sionary was very important to this commit-
tee" Gregory said.

— She has been involved in planting
churches in the United States since return-
ing from the mission field in 1971.

— Her educational background has
equipped her for a leadership role in mis-
sions education.

O’Brien has a bachelor of science degree
from Hardin-Simmons University; a master
of education degree in elementary educa-
tion from Texas Christian University; and
a doctor of education degree in educational
leadership from Virginia Technological In-
stitute and State University.

— She is a businesswoman who owns
her own educational testing company. In-
ternational Family and Children’s Educa-
tional Services is a non-profit organization
providing academic evaluation and ad-
visory services for children of American
families living overseas.

— She is committed to the auxiliary
status of WMU within the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

— She has not been involved in the
denominational controversy that has
plagued the SBC for a decade.

— She can relate well to pastors and to
pastors’ wives.

— She has a deep spiritual commitment.
“*She is a deeply spiritual woman and can
articulate well her faith in God and his
word,”" McCullough said.

— She is a good public speaker with ex-
perience as a workshop and seminar leader
and conference speaker.

— She has been personally involved in
missions-related activities in an inner-city
church.

— She can relate well to working
mothers. She and her husband have three
children, two grandchildren, and another
grandchild on the way.

O'Brien pledged strong commitment to
the basics of WMU — missions education,
mission support, mission action and per-
sonal witnessing, and undergirding the
work of the local church in the denomina-
tion. She also cited commitment to the
auxiliary status of WMU within the
Southern Baptist Convention.

Setting new directions and planning for
WMU's future will be high on the list, too,
she said. ‘“We're living in a new world
where everybody's having to look to the
future. It is certainly no less true of WMU.
But it's not something you can do once and
for all. We must continue to update and
equip for the future.”

Gregory, former national WMU presid
who served as chairman of the search
committee.

The selection process was an in-depth,
probing search, Gregory said. ‘‘We tried to
hear from every single voice who would
want to have input into the selection pro-
cess — the national staff, state WMU
presidents, state WMU executive directors
and denominational leaders.'

No one on the search committee *‘came
with any preconceived notions,” Gregory
said. “'It was just miraculous. I believe with
all my heart that God was in this.”

“Dellanna O'Brien has a lot of vision to
get us ready to go on to the 21st century,’’
said Marjorie J. McCullough, national
WMU president. *‘She has the personal im-
age of what a WMU leader needs to be in

Copeland Bus Sales and Service

Quality pre-owned school buses
Many sizes, makes, models,
and price ranges

St. James, Mo. 314-265-7408

Youthquake 89

AT WILD RIVER COUNTRY
CRUSE in Concert

and
Youth Communicator Jerry Pipes

Park Open: 10:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Concert and Service: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Special Ticket Price: $7.00 (tax included)
for a day of fun in the park plus concert!

Special Price Tickets Must Be Bought In Advance

For ticket information, call the North Pulaski Baptist Association
at 501-753-6425 or Mark Evans at 501-982-1519.
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Subscriber Services

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
offers subscription plans at three rates:

Every Resident Family Plan
gives churches a premium rate when
they send the Newsmagazine to all their
resident households. Resident families
are calculated to be at least one-fourth
of the church's Sunday School enroll-
ment. Churches who send only to
members who request a subscription do
not qualify for this lower rate of §5.52
per year for each subscription.

A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to
get a better than individual rate when
10 or more of them send their subscrip-
tions together through their church.

WORLD

CHINA

Leaders Endorse Party

by Erich Bridges
SBC Foreign Mission Board

NANJING, China (BP)—Chinese Protes-
tant leaders, in their first public statement
since the June government crackdown on
student protests, have ‘‘resolutely endors-
ed" the recent decisions of the Communist
Party Central Committee.

The statement, dated June 27, was releas-
ed by the China Christian Council and
Chinese Christian Three-Self Patriotic
Movement Committee.

e TR T A S e e S T I 3 The Communist Party Central Commit-
| | tee met in late June and purged General
X IT o | | Secretary Zhao Ziyang from party leader-
- & 2 : ship, charging him with support of the tur-
- moil created by the student protesters and
S g i Are you : attempts to split the party. The committee
2 movmg? | reaffirmed China's economic reforms and
= 22 | | opening to the outside world, but called
d o Please give us two 5 ac s
= r = e A UARce || on the nation to ‘‘check turmoil
[x} © fotied ClisTihis | | thoroughly and quell the counterrevolu-
ot £ Ser LD | | tionary rebellion.’
= portion with your | Th ol tei h
w = old address lapel 'he committee’s decisions echoed the
- = * || policy set forth in a June 9 speech by top
= supply new ad- I'| Chi leader Deng Xiaoping. The X
B dress below and \ ~hinese Cﬂ. er ng m'opmg. € Speec]
SN has been circulated nationwide for study
O U send to Arkansas | traph 7
So o Baptist Newsmag- | and implementation.
= Bilie PO BoX | The Prgtestam lezder; applnuded the
552. Little Rock, | reaffirmation of modernization and called
AR :72203 ' | | upon Chinese Christians to study Deng's
I | | speech “'in order to raise the patriotic and
I | | socialist consciousness, and together with
| || the broad masses of the people, struggle for
! I'| the construction of a strong and pro-
: : sperous motherland.”
| Name | In May the Christian council issued a
| | of strong support for the
| Street | | students’ demands and asked the govern-
| | | ment to enter into a dialogue with the
| City | | students. But after the June 4 crackdown
| I'| in Beijing, the Protestant leaders found
| State Zip I'| th Ives in a difficult and dangerous
L _: position, like other Chinese who voiced

Subscribers through the group plan pay
$6.12 per year.

Individual subscriptions may be
purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.99
per year. These subscriptions are more
costly because they require individual at-
tention for address changes and renewal
notices.

Changes of address by individuals
may be made with the above form.

When inquiring about your
subscription by mail, please include the
address label. Or call us at (501)
376-4791, ext. 5156. Be prepared to give
us your code line information.
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support for the students, observers noted.

The Protestants remained silent for more
than a month, and their June 27 statement
came later than similarly worded
statements from Chinese Catholics, Bud-
dhists, Daoists and Muslims.

Protestant leader Bishop Ding Guangx-
un (K.H. Ting) faced a particularly
precarious situation: He not only had per-
sonally backed the students’ call for
reforms, but had signed a petition calling
for an emergency meeting of the National
People's Congress Standing Committee to
consider the crisis. He is 2 member of the
standing committee. He had also become
more vocal in recent months in calling on
government authorities to uphold laws

allowing religious freedom.

The standing committee met in Beijing
for eight days ending July 6 and endorsed
the Communist Party's decisions and the
government crackdown. Signers of the
emergency petition were severely criticiz-
ed. But 2 number of members, including
Bishop Ding, concentrated instead on
public outrage over widespread
corruption.

“‘Deng Xiaoping stressed that we must
not be softhearted in the fight against cor-
ruption, but must take real action,”” Ding
was quoted as saying by the official Peo-
ple's Daily newspaper in Beijing. ‘I hope
our media organs, as well as presenting
anti-rebellion propaganda, will propagate
that the party and government are strong-
ly opposing corruption. This would satisfy
the people and be upheld by them.”

According to a Western observer with
ties to Chinese Christians, Ding “‘had to
make a difficult decision. He chose to find
those emphases in Deng Xiaoping's
speech—reaffirmation of modernization, a
prosperous motherland, elimination of
corruption—that he could call on Chris-
tians to support. He obviously feels that
this approach will be as beneficial as any
other possible approach. It’s difficult to
make black and white decisions when the
whole world about you is gray.”

In other developments:

—Zhao Fusan, a prominent Christian in-
tellectual and Three-Self leader, has sought
political asylum in France.

—The Amity Foundation, a Chinese
Christian-related service organization, an-
nounced it will cut back the number of
foreign teachers it sponsors at Chinese
universities from 85 to about 50. However,
Amity Press in Nanjing is continuing to
print Bibles without hindrance, according
to reports.

—The foundation denied a report that
Chinese police entered the Protestant
seminary campus in Nanjing June 2 and
beat students who participated in
democracy demonstrations. Foundation of-
ficials did say, however, that an official
from the government Religious Affairs
Bureau talked to the students.

—Some Chinese Christians have
reported that conversions to Christianity
actually have increased since the
crackdown, especially among students. But
a June 14 government decree reportedly
outlawed foreign radio broadcasts, in-
cluding Christian broadcasts, and impos-
ed fines for anyone caught listening to
them.
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