
Ouachita Baptist University Ouachita Baptist University 

Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita 

Vaught Sermon Notes: Ephesians W.O. Vaught Archive 

11-5-1975 

Plain Talk about Divorce and Marriage Plain Talk about Divorce and Marriage 

W. O. Vaught 
Ouachita Baptist University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians 

 Part of the Biblical Studies Commons, and the Liturgy and Worship Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Vaught, W. O., "Plain Talk about Divorce and Marriage" (1975). Vaught Sermon Notes: Ephesians. 41. 
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians/41 

This Sermon Notes is brought to you for free and open access by the W.O. Vaught Archive at Scholarly Commons 
@ Ouachita. It has been accepted for inclusion in Vaught Sermon Notes: Ephesians by an authorized administrator 
of Scholarly Commons @ Ouachita. For more information, please contact mortensona@obu.edu. 

https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vaught_archive
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_ephesians%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_ephesians%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1188?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_ephesians%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.obu.edu/vn_ephesians/41?utm_source=scholarlycommons.obu.edu%2Fvn_ephesians%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mortensona@obu.edu


~--·1. 
PLAIN TALK ABOUT DIVORCD AND MARRIAGE 

A. STUDY OF THE BOOK OF E?EESIANS Dr. W. o. Vaught 1 Jr. 
NTJilE:E'.R 51 Im.;r.anuel Baptist Ch1J.::'.:'Ch 

EPHESIANS 5 ~ 3-~ ' tt 1 'i:)0,.l '\. '-
1·- ~ J."'-kan~~(:,··\ '·· .,.5 Ll. .:.~ = : J •• I ~ • . 1:..:,.;, 

~~HESI ~~lG 5 : 3-5 11 P.ut fo::-:r~:Lc a t:Lon O and all uncleanncos, or covetous--
nes:; 1 let it not be o;.1.r::e r.o.med among your as becometh E, .:1ints; ;;e:Ltl1e.r 
filthiness I nor foolish talking 1 nor jesting, which are nr.rt convenient ~ 
but rather giving of thuDks . For this ye know, tha::. no whoremonger 1 

nor unclean person, nm:- c.cvetous na~., ·,vho is an idoJ.ater, hath any in­
heritance in the kingdom of Ch~ist and of God. 0 

(This may be the plainent 1 frankGst talk we have ever had together con­
cerning a most important s;ib j ect. There was a day w:h.e!l things of this 
kind were taught in the publ ic schools, but that time is no more. There 
was a time when · the Ten Commandments were memorized by every school 
child, but times have changed. Thereforer it falls to the church to 
spell these things out loud and clear. We dedicate this to the young 
people of the church and ask that they hear this message which will be 
lowJ and clear.) Please remember, these things are in the Bible. 

Some peop l e be liev e that onc e you become a Christian you can 1 .t have an:r 
fun. t•Je ll 1 t o tell the t ru.th, you can°t have maximum fun until you do 
become a Christian and until you put your Christianity into your daily 
l ivi ng. Of course, a lot of peop l e in the world havon°t discovered 
t his t r uth yetu 

At the outset, please re~ember that God never reaches in and tamp~rs 
with your free will. But God does give us a fantastic amount of infor­
mation that helps us find the way to happiness and peace. Now some 
people will read a passage like this one we have before us and will hit 
the panic button and w:i.11 begin to thi ,:-,.k that ~,!hon you become a Chris­
tian, all your happin8ss has gone 011t the win<low . So please get this 
straight right · in the ~eJinning of this message--in crder to have a 
happy life, you have to develop the capacity to take in truth that you 
find in the Scriptureo 

He are all aware of tbe fac~ that many people allow the details of life 
to make them miserable. ~he harder they search for happiness the more 
happiness evades them. But the only real way you can get happiness and 
keep it is to load your ~ind down with Bible trutho 

EPHESIAIJS 5 '.; 3 11 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness 1 

let it not be once named among youv a□ becometh sa.i::-ib3;" The word "for­
nication" means adultery. It comes from the Gre8k word "porneia'' and 
it was so terrible in the Greek mind that they <lidn 1 t even pronouce 
this word in public. I-t was u dirty ,;•1ord that you ·would find written 
on the ·walls. It refers to an irnmo:: a.l act of sexual activity. 

TEE DOC~l'R:;:FE OF ADULTERY 

(Let me remind you to relax and be at e~se and don't get all up tight 
when something like this iG mentioned Keep a !~traight face c1.nd don v to 

nudge anyone when some point is ma<le that pleases you, and don't t~y 
to think abc,ut all those peop l'3 you knc~t.i ,-.,ho a::-e g1."!.ilty of these thing, 
Just mind your o~n business ~nd aon 1 t let your self-righteou~ncss 
keep you fro:i::i. lc::.rning the ".:.r.uth. Y0u ought to know this ~m you can 
communicate· -~J li~ -truth tc, :.,·::mr child~en and to your frienris and asso­
ciates. So he~e in plain terms is what the Bible saya about this . So 
plan to keep this paper and know tl~ truth . Danit let your ~ind and 
customs and what people say keep you from getting the truth, the whole 
t- ...uth \ 



·

EPHESIANS NOo 51 - Page 2 

1 o ADULTERY IS PROHIBITED BY THE t'!ORD OF GOD o 

EXODUS 20 ~14 '' Thou shalt not commit adultery." 

DEUTERONOilY 5 ~1 8 11 Neither shalt thou corunit adulteryo" 
The se two verses are quotations from the Ten Cornmanc1ments. When 
people only know one comrnandrnentu they know this oneo This one 
and "Thou shalt not steaL '1 This is a part of the Law of Moses. 
t ~ used to memorize this in school but they don°t do that any 
more. 

:L IIENTAL ADUL TERY IS ALSO CONDEf-:iNED . 
I-1...1.\TTHEi:17 5 : 27 - 2 8 1~Ye have heard that it was said by them of olu 
timeu Thou shalt not commit adultery ~ But I s ay unto youv That 
whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery v,1i th her already in his heart. 11 

In such prohibitions is God t r y i ng to eli~ i na t e things that are 
for our f un and enjoyment? !JO , A THOUSAIJD T ir iES ~'10~ 

3. ADULTERY CAUSES SCAR~·TISSUE ON THE SOUL . 
P n OVE '.QBS 6 : 32 '' But whoso committe th a dultery with a woman 
lacketh understanding ~ he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.ii 

EPHESIANS 4 ~ 19 11 1,Jho being past feeling have given themselves 
over unto lasciviousness , to work all uncleanness with greediness 

4 0 GOD HAS SET UP LAWS L' Oil PLEASURE l\tJD Pmnsm~m1T . 
The frustration and punishment of adulterv is seen in the word 
11 pleonezia 11 and this- is the word translated '1 covetousness 11 in 
this versev but it ~teans a frantic search for happiness and the 
details of life. Adultery has an effect on the soulv as we saw 
in point 3o But it also has a disasterous effect on the body 
and this is taught in 1 Cor. 6:13-18. The physical effect adul­
tery has on the body is this--it causes the breakdown of the 
ability to receive the blessing from sex that God originally de­
signed for it to bring to you . It brings equal frustration to 
the male and the female. There are millions who have ·walked the 
road of the promiscuous sex life and have lived by free love and 
free sex and they would tell you it has brought disaster and 
ruin to themo This kind of living is a monster that sooner or 
later will turn on you like a vicious beast. 

5. ADULTERY IS A BONA FIDE BASIS FOR DIVORCE. 
~1.A.'rTHEW 5 ~ 32 11 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away 
his wife, saving for the cause of fornicationp causeth her to 
cor.unit adultery ~ and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 
committeth adultery" " 

l.iATTHEH 19 ~ 9 "And I say unto youv Phosoever shall put m·ray his 
wifeu except it be for fornicationu and shall marry another, com­
mitteth adultery ~ and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth 
commit adultery." 

LUKE 16 ~ 18 11 nhosoever putteth away his wife? and marrieth an ·· 
other .u commiteth adultery~ and whosoever rnarrieth her that is 
put away from her husband committeth adultery." 
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Now why is this true? The reason is this. The resultant scar 
tissue this adulterous activity brings destroys physicalv mental 
and spiritual compatibility. Adultery disrupts life in every 
way. It is one of the great disruptive frustrating forces eat­
ing at the foundation of this nation today. A husband and wife 
can°t be compatible and have adultery going on. Incompatibility 
destroys a home v and destroys the stability of children and send~~ 
many juv•eniles into delinquency . nhen God forbids fornication 
and adultery 1 he has in mind many things--children .the churchv 
the nationp and everything worthwhile. 

1 

6. Ii:J THE BIBLE ADULTERY IS OFTEN USED TO DESCRIBE SPIRITUAL APOSTAf 
~Je call this spiritual adultery and this is explained in passage:, 
such as Jere~iah 3:8-10, Ezekiel 16~23-43v Ezekiel 23:24-28 and 
Revelation 17;1-5. 

7. HARRIAGE IS THE SANCTIFICATION OF LOVE BETWEEN ONE I'.!AN AND ONE 
PO!'lAN. In marriage the body, mine:. and soul is involved. 
1 THESSALONIANS 4 ~ 3·-4 "Per this is the will of God p even your 
sanctificationv that ye should abstain from fornication: That 
every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sancti­
fication and honour~" 

EEBREHS 13 ~ i2 '°I1arriage is honourable in all u and the bed unde­
filed~ but whoremongers and adulterers God will judgeu 11 

Ilarriage is a divine institution but it doesn 1 t mean marriage 
is a guarantee for happiness. Incompatibility comes from having 
the wrong partner. 

8 0 THE GLORY OP LOVE BETt'JEmT ONE f1Ad AND ONE WOMAN IN r1ARRIAGE IS 
EXPLAINED AS AIJ ANALOGY TO DOCTRINE. 
In passages like 1 Cor. 11 ~7 and Ephesians 5~25-28 we find this 
analogy. 

9. THE APPLICATION OF THIS KIND OP LOVF. TO THE SINGLE PERSON. 
These are principles. 
A. The right man and right woman are designed by God in eternit. 

past. This is a divine design in eternity past. There 
exists for the single person a right person in the divine 
design. This is part of God 0 s ~erfect plan. 

D. The exception is a rare case of celebacy or the law of sup­
reme sacrifice. (The Apostle Paul is an illustration.) 

c . Every believer will eventually find the riqht partner if he 
is willing to put this in God 0 s hands. 
(I know girls who are 16 and they haven°t had a date in ten 
days and they and their mothers are about to hit the panic 
buttono DONgT~ Just wait for things to happen naturally.) 
God will bring this person to you in the right time--His 
time. 
GENESIS 2: 18 11 And the Lord God saidu It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for 
himo" 
GENESIS 2 ~ 2 2 "And the rib u '1:Jhich the Lord God had taken 
from man 9 made he a won.an f and brought her unto the man. •: 
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Please remenberv God brought Eve to Adam at the right time. 
(I suppose that is where that song originated as Adam began 
to sing 11 No Longer Lonel:l cH) . 

D. However, there is no benefit in meeting your right opposite 
number unless you have waited on the Lord and are living by 
his Word and the faith-rest technicuec There is one nerson 
for youv tailor made for you, and ~o cheap substitute-will 
do. Sov young people, don°t settle for any substitute" 

E. PORN I CATION OR ADULTERY IS ACCEPTil'~G A CHEAP SUBSTITUTE. 
This activity will only satisfy a b iological or emotional 
urge. 

F. The faith-rest techni0ue recognizes this principle of doct­
rine and avoids fornication. (The illustration is Joseph 
in Egypt. He waited for the right woman to come along.) 

G. Fornication builds scar tissue on the soul and destroys the 
benefits from meeting the right person. · 
Therefore, Ephesians 5:3 is a great warning from God. 

IL Ilaximur:1 benefits come fron married love when the partners 
have minds that are saturated with the Horcl. of God. naximum 
Bible truth in the mind will provide a maximum capacity to 
love. 
(In our day the ~ise of homosexuality and lesbianism is a 
disgrace to the stability of the nation. God never designer_:: 
a man for a man and a ,;:mman for a woman. If the law and 
society ever recognizes these relatioships as legitimate, 
it will certainly be contrary to the plain teaching of the 
t~rd of Go<l. This kind of activity is not by divine design. 
It is a sin not a sickness. This queer and abnormal situa­
tion destroys everything uplifting and fine in life. It is 
a mouern tragedy.) 

I . The framework for expression of love is marriage. Goc1°s kin( 
.of marriage is right man and right ;,,,oman. 
Now how can you know ·when you r,1eet the right per son? IF YOU 

1KNOt1 THE HORD OF' GODu I'l l1HLL PI:.OVIDE YOU A BUILT-HJ RADAR 
THl\.T HILL LE'r YOU KHOlJ tJHEN THE RIGHT PERSOf.J corms ALONG O 

'!'he Word of God straightens out your mind and will give 
guidance to your will. John 7:17. 

So the word "covetousness" is froM 11 pleonezia 11 and this brings scar= 
tissue into the soul" This causes one to go on a frantic search for 
happiness. •rhis Scripture says~ "Let it not be once named" and the \,ore' 
is "anomazo." This is a very unusual use of a Greek 1:mrd to· give a 
command. It really means 11 Let it not so even as much as be known among 
you." In other t1ordsu fill your mine so completely with the truth of 
the nor:J of Goel that it ~•.iill be impossible for such evil thoughts to 
even be entertained for one moment in your mind. 11 As if befitting 
saints 11 neans that perfect happiness is the thing that is befitting to 
the saints. 
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EPHBSIAi.rn 5 ~4 "Heither filthiness, nor fo.olish talking, nor jesting, 
which are not convenient :; but rather giving of thanks. 11 The word for 
filthiness is 11 aischrotes;1 and it refers to inner ugliness in the soul. 
'l'he wor d foolish talking is from 11 morologia 11 and it means human view­
point t:Thich you put up against God O s vie~-.1point. 
'l'he word jesting is from 11 eutrapeleia 0 and it means a conversation that 
is low amd sordid. It means suggestive conversation ,;,17hich leads to 
irmx1orality. This word means 1imaking a pass at someone with immorality 
in mind. 11 This is step F'o. 1 toward adultery and i rmnorality. Sooner 
or later all single girls will be face to face with "eutrapeleia." They 
better be prepared for it o This is straight 9 frank speaking but that 
is exnctly what Paul is c1oing here and every girl in this room better 
listen with both ears. The uord s "which are not convenient 11 come from 
the word "anek:0 11 and it means that this is not up to God 0 s standard for 
you. "But rather giving thanks" means that your inner information will 
stabilize you through experiences like this and when you get through 
themv then you are in the 9osition to give thanks to God for guarding 
you. 

EPHESIANS S ~ 5 ''For this ye knm1, that .no whoremonger, nor unclean per­
son,, nor covetous , an 1 who is an idola.ter, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God. 11 Instead of "for this ye know'i the Greek 
says, c'Knowing # you have known ; i and uses both the Greek words for know, 
"oida" and 0 Ginosko"" cioic1a II is thG inherent knowledge you already 
have in your mind, and Cl ginosko " is whci.t you come to knou as you study 
and learn. 

The word "whoremonger:1 is from the word " Pornos" and in our terms, it 
means p i mp. Above ,-,e saw that. the worc1 jesting refers to the guy that 
ma ke s a p ass at you . But the pimp is the one who is· in the full-time 
Lusines s of making others ir.unoral. Young people need to know these 
thinr:rs anu I ren ind you that Ephesians five has been in the ~Jord of Gor,_ 
for over 1900 years and many of you are just nm·1 learning what these 
words really mean. But tonight I am talking Koine English from Koine 
Greek. "Nor unclean person 1 comes from the word 11 akathartos" and this 
means a girl-·collector for immoral purposes. That O s '1rh y these pimps 
_rey on young innocent girls and they are so lm·1 do'lrm you can° t. even 
compare them to the lowest rJ.og . 

Then it speaks of the " idolator" am:. this is referring to the awful 
"phallic cult" where they ,ent to the heathen temples and worshipped 
the sexual organs ancl used immorality as a.n act of r:mrshir., to their 
heathen god s . Their whole ·worship was sexual activity. These are un­
believers and they have no place in the Kingdom of God. 
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