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TEE UNITY OF THE MEBERE OF THE BODY OF CERIST

A STUDY OF THE BOOK CF EPHESIALE pr. ¥. 0, Vaught, Jr.
WULISER 35 Imrianuel Baptist Church
EPHESIANS 4:3~7 Little Fock, Arliansas

CPHESIANS 4:3-7 ‘“Endeavouring to keepr the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. There is one body, 2nd one £pirit, even as ye are calle
in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God
and Father of all, who is above all, aad through all, and in you all.
Put unto every one of us iz given ¢race according to the measure of the
gift of Christ.®

The purpose of this chapter is found in verse 13,

EPHESIANS 4:13 7"7ill we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ:” This verse describes the nur-
pose of soul-breathing. 'le talke in doctrine so we can breathe out fait
toward God. The object is to get Dible doctrine in the soul so we will
be prepared to meet every situation we confront.

EPHESIANS £:3 “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Snirit in the
bond oi wmeace.” The verse iegins with "endeavouring." WHow God knows
our abilities and limitations aud he knows what we can <o and what we
cannot Gc. Go¢ never expects more oi us than we are able to produce.
Bvery believer is a priest and as a believer nriest "7e have our own
right to be spiritually self-sustaining and to live our own lives as
unto the Lord. Ivery believer is an ambassador anl as an ambassador,
ve represent the absent Lord. Vhatever we do in life we rnust remember
we are in full-time Christian service. T['or our task God has provided
for us our abilities and he often disciplines us to keep us in line wit
our purposes, and in line with his will for us. FEe has provided sni-
ritual gifts for each believer and each does not heve the same gifts.
Gifts are provided for us on the basis of grace. then the bkeliever be-
coines spiritually self-sustaining and then keeps taking in Bible doc-
trine every day, he keeps growing, keeps expanding and never does reach
a plateau and cease to ¢row gpirituvally, Faizh-rest »nlus love helns
the believer to keep growing daily in the ¢race of Jod.

Pivided Into Three Parts

This passage before us is divided into three rarts.

First of all, we are to see what we all have in comrion. This is the
unity of the God ci nzace, as it is called here in verse 3.

Secondly, we will see how we differ in spiritual gifts.

Thirdly, we will see how we can all reach maturity and eventually be
spiritually mature. e will see that the enemy of such maturity is the
failure to take in Bible doctrine dailv. This neglect of EBible doctrin:
causes scar tissue on the soul and darkness begins to flow into the
soul. This leads to a frantic search foxr happiness, the happiness that
can never ke found in this way. And for this verv reasorn many Chris-
tians are the most niserable neople in the world.

This word “endeavouring” is a present, active, participle and it really
means “"to concentrate on doing sorething right." The Creek word is
"Spoudozo.” It is very easy to do everything wrong. At the point of
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conversion all scar tissue on the soul is removed, but if Bible doc-
trine is neglected the scar tissue forims on the soul verv quickly.

Now remember, the Christian life is desicned o you can do things right
Soie neople believe that just because they are moral they are doing
everything right. ell, remenber, you can be perfectly moral and be
doing everything wrong. The Rich Young Puler was,; you remember. Doing
good and being moral is not the Christian way of life. You must be
free of scar tissue on the soul so you can breathe in spiritual truth.
le are going to discover here that this word translated "endeavour” is
nothing less than the way to do things right, and it leads to peace.
The word peace lieans a relaxed mertal attitude and it is an agape love
toward God which leads to this rolaxed mental attitude. But scar tis-
sue on the soul causes God to Le hidden from us behind a curtain, and
because of tlie curtain, we can‘t see him or know him. Our endeavour is
to remove that curteain so we can really see God clearly. The only way
to remove the curtain is the daily intake of Bible doctrine. Just as
your lungs are designed to inhale air, so vour soul is designed to take
in doctrine every day and the exhale of faith toward God will remove
that curtain. This will produce something wonderful in your life. So
the word "Spoudozo” translated “endeavour” means self-discipline, the
ability to concentrate and to recognize what is important and what is
not important. To use an old expression, "Come hell or high water"” you
are to keep on pushing on in the intake of Dible doctrine until you
build up spiritual ability to really see and know God.

This sets us free from the slavery of the details of life and sets us
free in the love of God. Darkness goes out of the soul and fantastic
happiness flows into the soul. All you have to do to be an unhappy and
niserable Christian is to ignore Bible doctrine. ihen one is a believe
and yet refuses to learn EBible doctrine, it throws him out of sten with
God and causes cne to be terrikly miserable. Just develop scar tissue
on the soul by the neglect of Eible doctrine and you have developed a
level of spiritual incomnetence that brings spiritual misery. e shouls
call it "How to be miserable in six easy lessons” or "How to be niser-
alble without doing anything at all.”

TThen you neglect Eible doctrine and scar tissue begings to build un on
the soul, immediately you begin to seek cheap and superficial substi-
tutes. It wmay be some sort of social life, or slavery to some horrible
habit. Bible doctrine in the soul means you can become the master of
every situation and have inner peace, inner power, inner happiness and
daily victory.

Now what you arc right now is a matter of privacy and no one is going
to check you out and judge you. But just for a moment be honest with
yourself and answer this cuestion--~Are you hanpy? Are you contented?
Are you really at peace with Cod and with yourself? Now you answer to
yourself and to nobody else. Now it may be that theres is nothing wrong
with you now more than the fact that vour feet hurt, or you have some
other physical ache. But then it may bhe possible also that your soul
ilurts and you are covered u» with scar tissue in the soul and vou are
perfectly miserable. So whether you take in Bikle doctrine is your own
business, but on that one thing rests your happiness or unhappiness as
a Christian. ©So take it or leave it, it is up to yvou.
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So this word "endeavour” doesn’t rmean endeavour at all or anything closc
to it. It means concentrating on doin¢ something right and with accur-
acy. It is a present, active, narticiple of "spoudo=o” and it means to
keer: on every day concentrating on doing this thing richt.

"Po keep® is from "tereo’ and it means to guard something that belongs
to you. Uow what belonys to vou? The whole heritage of Bible doctrine
belongs to you and you nust learn it with accuracy and with diligence
and guard it every day.

The atimosphere around us is ¥illed with oxygen and hvdrogen and nitro-
gen and etc. It can be said as far as the human race is concerned

(Not angels, for I suppose you knowr that angels do not have respiratory
systens like we hwuians Go, and they can travel out in space and not
breatiie) but we humans require air to breathe if we are going to live,
And vhen we take in oxygen, we breatne out carbon dioxide in the exhale
So you can say that air is the necessity of every menber of the human
race. 'Then we were born the first thing we did was to inhale and the
doctor gave us a spank and out came the exhale. You can't exhale until
you inhale. You must £irst inhale the message of salvation before you
can exhale the faith that is necessary for salvation. If you are go-
ing to concentrate on doing something right, you must take from God the
vhole heritage of the truth of Bikle doctrine. This is something we
nust guard, for it kelongs to us, “In the unity of the sririt” or "In
the oneness of the spirit.” One of the 34 things we got at the point
oi salvation was union with Christ and the loly Spirit @id this for us
at che point of salvation.

"In the bond of peace"” and the in is "en” plus the locative case and
the bond means the one thing that pulls us all together, and that one
thing is our heritage of doctrine, which leads to a relaxed mental at-
titude and it is here called “reace.” In this nassage we are going to
have seven points of unity, all of these put doctrine in the soul.

Then later in this chapter, we w7ill study the various gifts which make
us different. and these are the varirmus spiritual gifts. A relaxed
mental attitude is an attitude that is constant and consistent in all
circunstances of life. Adversity and prosperity can be treated just
the sane.

THE SEVEJ] FACTORS THICH UNIFY ALL BELIXTVERS

ErdESIANS 434 “There is one body, and one $pirit; even as ye are calle.
in one aope Oof your calling;”

"PIRSTT OWD BODY. Tle are all nembers of one body. e all belong on
the same team. In 30 A.D. on the Day of Fentecost, the team was or-
ganized. Once Christ ascendeé and sat down at God's right hand, he was
¢lorified and at that wmoument the forming of this one body began. At
that moment the Holy Spirit was given to every believer and once Christ
was ylorified he was qualified tc select his bride. A body is being
formed on the earth and everyv believer since the Day of Pentecost is a
part of that Oullk BODY. 2nd since Chricst is in heaven glorified and can
no longer ke the tarcet of Satan, every believer is now the target of
Catan. This OIZ BODY is now under attack, a kingdor: of nriests, and
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this is the unity of that one tean. e studied this in Ephesians 2:16
and we get more details in Ephesians 5:231-32 and also in Colossians
1:24 and 2:12 and 1 Cor. 12. Ve are all nmembers of the same body. God
loves every believer with the same amount of love. God's love toward
you is maxinum and never chances. Cod’s love is perfect and we are

all members of the same body, and we are all on the same team. The
ability you have to resnond to that love depends on your supply of Bibl:
doctrine in your mind.

"SECOND” ONE SPIRIT.

The Holy Spirit is the one s7irit we all possess. The Holy Spirit is
inside and gives us the ability to take in doctrine. The Holy Spirit
dwells in us in order to get doctrine in us, so on the outside we can
serve God. The same Holy Spirit indwells every believer.

"THIRD" OUIE HOPE.

llow this takes us far into the future. ‘thether we live or die, it make
no difference. VWe are all headed (if we are believers in Jesus Christ)
toward the same hope. Every believer is given dyin¢ grace and then
comes Revelation 2l:4. Every believer gets exactly the same treatment
after death. Now I know that that is a little hard for some to take
for you have gotten so many "brownie points" and you are expecting a
big slice of the cake up there. PEut it isn't going to be that way. All
believers have an inheritance undefiled. "le are all called into this
hope. e has a perfect happiness for you., You are called into this
hope. The aorist tense means you were called into it in eternity past.
the passive voice means you received tnis inheritance from God, and the
indicative mood means the reality of this call into the ONE HOPE.

EPHESIANS 4£:5 "One Lord, one faith, one haptism,”

"I'"OURTH” OQWE LORD.

le all have the same eternal Father, who designed the plan, and gave us
our Saviour. So the OWE LOND here means,; "The Lord Jesus Christ” given
for our salvation by God the Father.

HPIFTIY ONE FAITH.

All believers are saved in exactly the same wav. It takes a little
faith, but when that. faith is put in Jesus Christ, that result is sal=-
vation. The Holy Spirit works in yvour soul and you believe and that's
all it takes to save you. The object of vour faith is Jesus Christ and
he gets all the credit.

YSIXTE" OWE BAPTISM.
And this ig not water baptism and has nothing to do with water. People
are bapntized in all kinds of ways (That doesn't mean that thev are all
correct in mode). There are seven baptisms in Scripture and four are
dry baptisms and three are wet baptismns. The actual identifications
are the dry baptisms and the ritual identifications are wet baptisms.
The four dry baptisms are:
Y. 1 Cor, 1022
The baptism of lioses was a dry baptism. Israel identified with
iioses and more really with Christ, and thev all got across dry
510G,
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2. latt. 20:22
This is the baptism of the cup. fhat is the cup? It is a cup
filled with our sins and Christ drank it down and took our sins.
Our sins were identified with Christ and he died for themn.

3. This is the baptism of fire, at the end of the Tribulation when
all believers are taken off the earth.

4., The baptism of the spirit at the moment of salvation.

Wow the subject here is the oneness of the Spirit. This is not water
baptism but the Spirit baptism wihich comes to every believer in the
Church Age at the point of salvation.

LPHESIAIIS 4:6 “One God and Father of all, who is above all, and throug
all, and in you all."”

"SEVIIITHY ONE GOD AND FATHEE OF US ALL.

This is God the Father, the author of the plan of salvation. He is
above all. He is the Sovereign Cod. He is through all-~this describes
his eminence and his transcendence. And in all refers to a personal
relationship with him.

You may be a poor Christian or a good one, a Christian in fellowship
or out of fellowship, a serving faithful Christian or a carnal Chris-
tian~=but you all have these seven things.

EPHESIANS 4:7 “But unto every one of us is given grace according to
the measure of the gift of Christ." WNow this is how God did it. But
unto each one of us is given--it is an aorist, passive, indicative of
"didomai” and it refers to the point of time when you accepted Christ,
and Cod takes that point of time and 1lifts it out of time and perpet-
uates it forever. It becomes a perpetual memorial to the plan of God.
The passive voice umieans you receive it as a free gift. The indicative
moods means the reality of the gift.

Now it is one thing to have it, and it is another thing to enjoy it.
The extent of the inhale of Bible doctrine determines how much you will
enjoy it.
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