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ALL CHRIS'rIAHS ARE TO HAVE DIVINE EVALUATION 

A STUDY OF THE BOOI< OF JAl-lES Dr. t-J. O. Vaught 
JANES 2 ; 12-13 Immanuel Baptist Church 
NDrlBER 17 Little nock: Arkansas 

JA11ES 2 : 12-13 11 S0 speak ye,• and so do v as they that shall be judged 
by the law o f liberty. For he shall have judgment without mercy, that 
ha.th shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment. 11 

The greatest need of every Christian life is Bible doctrine stored in 
the human spirit. From this storehouse, belie~ers live and labor and 
love. 

J MES 2 : 12 11 S0 speak y~, and so do, as they that shall be judged by 
the law of liberty.'' nso speak ye" is a present, active, imperative 
o f the word 11 laleo 11 and it means to keep on doing this. The force of 
the sentence will show us that he is saying we are to keep on speaking 
in such a way that we will avoid sins of the tongue. The words "and 

do 11so c ome f rom the greek word 11 poieo 11 and it too is a present, act ..-· 
ive, i npe r a tive and it means "keep on doing this." 
"As they" re f ers here to believers. "Shall be<• is a present, active , 
participle of "mello" and it means those believers who are to receive 
judgment. (The judgment doesn 1 t have anything to do with~the final 
judgment, it is rather here referring to the period of evaluation whic l: 
will come to every Christian at the judgment seat of Christ.) . 
The word "judged" here is a present , passive, infinitive o f nkrino'' 
and i t means to receive judgment in a court of law. Believers are ac
tually going into court in their resurrection bodies and at that point 
the work of each believer will be evaluated. THIS IS NOT A JUDGlIBNT 
CONCERNI1JG PUHI SHIIENT I N BELL . Tha t kind of judgment ancl punishment 
is f or unbe l i evers only . 
This ve r s e is actually saying this- - There is a definite time in the 
f uture when it will be God 's purpos e to evaluate the accomplishments 
of every be liever i n his r esur rection body. In this evaluation period 
all human good will be washed away and all self- righteousness will be 
destroyed. So the word " judged" in this verse actually r.1eans evalua
tion. So in the future a time is coming when all human good will be 
removed. Throughout eternity not one single act of human good will be 
performed. 
Then we read "by the law of liberty" but the greek says "through the 
law of liberty. 11 

So this 11th verse actually means this--
"Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ keep on speaking in such a way and 
keep on doing in such a way that tihen you come to the evaluation per~
iod, _· you will move into perfect freedom." 

Believers who really understand the Christian life are living in a 
realm of freedom and liberty. They are free to make decisions on the 
basis of doctrine. They are free to live their lives as unto the Lord , 
Once a person is born again there is a new s e t o f rules1 but they are 
rules of liberty and freedom. The law o f l i berty resists and rejects 
all human ,ability and all human talent . Both persona lly and as a 
government, we are up to our ears in human worl<s a n d human good . ·7e 
are the generation which can be described in these word s---~iAN BY HAN 9 S 
ABILITY 'l'RYING TO SOLVE MAN'S PROBLEI-1S. But remember this--No plan of 
man will ever replace God ' s plan. Salvation moves us into a new 
sphere, a whole new arena, and it is the arena of freedom. 
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Four Laws Under Which Christians Operate 
The Bible gives us four laws under which all born again people live. 

1. THE LAW OF FREEDOU AND LIBERTY. 
This law is aimed toward doctrine 1 and if we know Bible doctrine 
then we are free to live as we please. So we can say a safe 
motto for a Christian is "Live by doctrine then do as you please. 1 

2. THE LAW OF LOVE. 
This law is aimed toward others. This is a relaxed mental at
titude type of love. 

3. THE LAW OF SUPREME SACRIFICE. 
This law is directed toward God and not too many believers are 
asked to live under this law. (Paul lived under this law so 
he could fulfill the purposes God had for his life and service.) 

4. THE LAW OF EXPEDIENCY. 
•rhis law is directed towa~d unbelievers. We might do certain 
things that we might not otherwise do in order that we might be 
an example to t ~ believer. 

Now the law of freedom is to function under grace. We are saved by 
grace and we are free to serve the Lord under grace. 
GALATIANS 5~1 "Stand fast therefore iri the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
The only real and genuine freedom is the freedom the Lord gives. 
The law of love functions in us as we are filled by the Holy Spirit 
and this leads us to a relaxed mental attitude toward Others. 
RO.iHAi\lS 5 ! 5 "And hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." 

GALATIANS 5 g 22 "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long•" 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith," 

The law of supreme sacrifice in where some believer gives up the norma1 
functions of life in order to fulfill the divine plan. (This is dis
cussed more fully in 1 Cor. 9~1-15.) 
The law of expediency is the function of a believer under certain con~
ditions of evangelism so he can have the maximum influence on someone 
who is not a believer and not as strong as the believer. 

So this verse 12 says this-- 11 S0 keep on speaking and so keep on doing 
since those through the law of freedom are about to receive evaluation. 
This will happen at the judgment seat of Christ, after the Rapture of 
the church, when believers are in their resurrection bodies, and it 
takes place to let us know that no human good will ever remain in 
heaven or in the presence of the Lord. 
All human good will be once and forever destroyed. 
(This is mentioned in _all these passages--Romans 14:10, 2 Cor. 5 gl0, 
1 Cor. 3:11-16, 2 Timothy 2gl2, Hebrews 6:7-12.) 

In order to understand this verse there are three doctrines we must 
keep in view. Let us look at an outline of these three doctrines. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN GOOD 

1. HUI,.iAN GOOD IS IDENTIFIED IN SCRIPTURE AS DEAD WORKS 
Human works is-dead to God and dead to God's plan. 
HEBREWS 6;1 "Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ, let us go on unto perfection, not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward 
God," 

2. HUHAN WORKS IS NEVER ACCEPTABLE TO GOD OR TO DIVINE VIEWPOINT 
ISAIAH 64:6 "But we are, all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags~ and we all do.fade as a leaf~ 
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away." 

3. THEREFORE HUMAN lJORKS HAS NO PLACE IN THE PLAN OF GOD. 
Grace is apart from human works. 
2 TirlOTHY 1:9 "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
\',Torld began, 11 

4. HUr'lAN GOOD NILL NOT SAVE MANKIND. 
TITUS 3 ~ 5 ': .:ct b~r worl~s of r 1c hteou.rmess which we have done, !;,u t 
~ccortling to his mercy he saved us, ty the washing of regenera
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; i, 

(One of the worst acts of human good is 11 I •invited Jesus into 
my heart. 11 That is human works.) 

The way to be saved is to believe in Jesus Christ. 

5. THE BELIEVERS' HUMAN GOOD _IS RFNEALED AND DESTROYED AT THE JUDG
MENT SEAT OF CHRIST. 
1 CORIN'I'HIANS 3 ~ 12 - 15 11 Now if any man build upon this foundatio-r. 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble, Every man°s 
work shall be made manifest~ for the day shall declare it, be
cause it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every 
man°s work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's 
work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall 
be saved; yet so as by fire." 

6. HUI:1AN WORKS IS THE BASIS OF THE UNBELIEVERS'' INDICTMENT AT THE 
LAST JUDGrlENT. 
This is the subject of Rev. 20:12-15~ Every person who rejects 
Christ actually says, "I don't need the ·work of Christ for sal
vation. I am willing to stand on my own works. I believe they 
are good enough. II NO SIN OR SINS NILL BE ·I1ENTIONED AT THE LAST 
JUDGHENT. All the sins were judged at the cross and can't be 
brought up again. 

7 . DISTINCTION MUST BE f'l.ADE BETWEEN MORALITY AND HUMAN GOOD. 
Norality is a part of the divine establishment. Horality is for 
the entire human race. 
ROf.lANS 13:4-5 "For he is the minister of Goa· to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not 
the sword in vain; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs 
be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake." 
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THE DOCTRINE OF DIVINE GOOD 

I 
.. . 

Please remember this--there will be no human good in heaven. Heaven 
will be free from human good and all self-righteousness. The only 
righteousness in heaven will be grace righteousness. 

1. THERE ARE THREE SOURCES OP DIVINE GOOD. 
a. The first source of divine good comes from the filling of 

the Holy Spirit. 
b. The second source of divine good comes from doctrine in the 

human spirit. (This is where we build the edification com
plex.) 

c. The soul also produces divine good as we take in doctrine. 

2. DIVINE GOOD RESOLVES THE ANGELIC CONFLICT. 
ROMANS 12 ~21 11 Be not overcome of evilv but overcome evil with 
good. 11 

3. GRACE PERCEPTION , THE INTAKE OF DOCTRINE , IS THE MEANS OF PRO• 
DUCING DIVINE GOOD . 
COLOSSIANS 1~9-10 11 Por this cause we also, since the day we 
heard itv do not cease to pray for youv and to desire that ye 
might be filled with the knbwledge of his will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good workv and in
creasing in the knowledge of God;" 

2 TIHOTHY 2~21 "If a man therefore purge himself from these, he 
shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the 
mastervs use, and prepared unto every good work." 

4. THE BELIEVER IN LIVING TI-IE CHRISTIAN LIFE RECEIVES GRACE AND IS 
THEREBY DESIGNED TO PRODUCE DIVINE GOOD. 
EPHESIANS 2~ 10 11 For we are his workmanship; created in Christ 
Jesus unto good work.s 1 which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in themo 11 

5. PRODUCTION OF DIVINE GOOD IS ALWAYS ACCOMPANIED BY STABILITY. 
2 THESSALONJ:AHS 2 ~17 "Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in 
every good word and work. 11 

6. THEREFORE, THE GRACE PRINCIPLE OF DIVINE GOOD IS FOUND IN MANY 
PASSAGES CONNECTED 'WITH PRODUCT.ION. 
1 CORINTHIANS 15 : 10 "But by the grace of God I am what I am: 
and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace 
of God which was with me." 
2 CORINTHIANS 9: 8 "And God is able to make all grace abound to"· 
\@rC you ; that ye, alwaya having all sufficiencey in ali thi~gs, 
may abound to every ';jOOd work: 11 

7. DIVINE GOOD WILL DE REWARDED. 
2 CORINTHIANS 5 ~10 "For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in hi ~ 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 
(Or - You Will Have Your Day In Court) 

1. THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST ELIMINATES ANY NEED FOR HUMAN 
EVALUATION OF A CHRISTihN'S LIFE. 
ROMANS 14: 10 nBut ·why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost 
thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ." 
You don~t need to be judged by Christians or by others. God will 
take care of the judging himself. God reserves the right to 
judge others. 

2. THE JUDGrlENT SEAT OF CHRIST IS THE PLACE ~'JHERE HUMAN AND DIVINE 
GOOD OF EVERY CHRISTIAN WILL· BE EVALUATED. 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:10 11 For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. 11 

3. THE JUDGUENT SEAT OF CHRIST IS WHERE YOU LOSE OR GAIN REWARDS. 
This is explained in 1 Cor. 3~11-16. This has nothing to do 
with salvation. Believers are in their resurrection bodies when 
this occurs. 

4. AT THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST· THE BELIEVER CAN BE DENIED REWARD::i 
BUT CAN NBVER LOSE HIS SALVATIOi\l~ 2 TirWTHY ·2~12-13 ' 11 If we suf'= 
:cer, we shall also reign with hir.1 ~ if t·Je ueny hir.t, 11e alr.o ~1ril l 
deny us: If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot 
deny himself." 

5. REVERSIONISTIC BELIEVERS HAVE NO REWARDS AT THE JUDGBENT SEAT 
OF CHRIST. 
This is explained in Hebrews 6:7-12 
Also here in time those in reversionism lose a great deal of 
happiness and stability. 

6. THE JUDGI1ENT SEAT OF CHRIST IS ILLUSTRATED BEAUTIFULLY BY THE 
ANCIEWL' ATHLETIC GAllES. 
This is in 1 Cor . 9 : 24-27 

7. BELIEVERS ARE REWARDED AT CHIRST' S JUDGr:lENT SEAT ON THE BASIS or 
THE GRACE OF GOD. 

JAMES 2 : 13 "For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath 
shewed no mercy, and mercy rejoiceth against judgment." We have now 
come to one of the most misunderstood verses in the New Testament. The 
words "He shall have" are not found in the original. It should readr 
11 For judgment without mercy. '1 This is the act of judgment and comes 
from the word "krisis." Judgment without mercy means here that God 
has no mercy in judging human good. 
The phrase 11 that have showed no mercy" really says, "For those not 
having done mercy." It simply means that if you don't live by grace 
you can't produce divine good. 
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Let's get a summary of this verse thus far . 

1. The believer who does not live by grace cannot be rewarded by 
grace. 

2. Reward ·at the judgment seat of Christ is based on the law of 
freedom and the action of mercy. 

3. To do no mercy is the believer's failure to function in grace as 
the Christian life is lived out. 

4. All grace function depends on the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
So we receive grace from God and we must live by grace. 

5. Everything· done in human ability and human effort is lost. There 
is not even one small spot in heaven for even the smallest act 
of human good. 

6. So the subject is operational death--human good is dead to God. 

There is now a second sentence in this verse 13. It savs, "Mercy re 
joiceth against judgment." The word for rejoiceth here-is a presentu 
rniddle 1 indicative of "Katakauomai" and it means to boast, to exult 
over Gomething. So mercy will boast, will exult for joy at the judg
ment seat of Christ. Now some people may say , '1 I don't want any re
ward. " i·Jell v remember this--You are not going to get a reward so you 
can be glorified, but you will get a reward so all the credit can be 
given to God . The reward glorifies Godr not you. Billy Graham is not 
going to be walking around in heaven with a great rewardr for every 
bit of the reward he gets will belong to God. No human good will be 
therev simply because there is no human good in God. 

So who does the boasting? The grace principle does the boastingr 
that 0 s who. 

' I 


	All Christians are to have Divine Evaluation
	Recommended Citation

	All Christians are to have Divine Evaluation

