











36 ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION.

The Central Committee appointed by the last State Convention to
have charge of the work of organizing and encouraging ladies aid so-
cieties in our churches, submit the following report:

We are encouraged to believe that the work is better estdblished
than it has been at any previous time.

The reports of work formally collected at the associations and at
the Convention by the personal solicitation of the members of the
Central Committee are now sent in by mail to the secretary of the
Central Committee. and systematically arranged in advance of the
convening of the Convention. The number of societies reporting in
this better way is not so large but much more reliable for stable and
effectual work. ]

The Central Committee has endeavored to make missions and
ministerial education prominent features in presenting the work to the
various societies. State Missions have been given first consideration,
from the fact that Arkansas is mission ground, and we believe in be-
ginning at Jerusalem. ‘

The recommendations of the foreign and home boards of the
Southern Baptist Convention, submitted to and adopted by thé¢ Wo-
man's Mission Union Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention,
are in turn adopted by the State Central Committee and submitted to
the woman's societies in the State.

For the present year the Foreign Board asks the Woman's Mission
Societies in the Churchesof the South to contribute $30,000 to foreign
missions and the home board fixes the amount to be raised for that

work at 23,000, According to the apportionment to States, Arkansas

women are expected to collect for the Foreign Board work 3800, or
$224.20 more than they reported last year. For the work of the Home
Board we are asked to raise 31,050, or $72.08 more than was contributed
last year. The amounts are inclusive of Christmas offerings, self-
denial work, boxes to frontier missionaries, etc.

The State Board has not requested the women of the St:nc to raise
any specified sum, but it might stimulate the workers if this were done.

All work of Ladies Aid Societies is reported to their respective
Churches, and is of course the work of the Churches, but it has been
observed by the|State, Home and Foreign Boards that this effort to
arouse and stimulate this latent force in the Churches has largely iu-
creased the contributions for missions and has greatly aided in the
spiritual development of the Church membership. This plan ‘of work
has been sanctioned by the blessings of God, and we most carnestly
recommend its continuation. Respectfully submitted,

: MRs. JAMES P. EAGLE,
; President Central Commillec.
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Report of Finance Committee was read and adopted,
as follows :

Your committee submits the following report:

Collection for Colored Baptist College... ..........v... $3515
Collection for Orphans®' Home . ...........cc00n0n Yebesa 0000
Collection for State Missions ............ 3 T L FORRES v 4 » 8
Ministerial Education, Quachita ................ NPT 24 00
MABUCRE b oo nt cidbass siunnoaibioessin's il soansiion s sdsaeie 345
TOtRY <. iiisunisineesisssioiesn . Veisine e S iy, .:018:’ 31

This is the cash collections only.
H. E. Harris, Chairman.

Following resolution, offered by the Secretary, was
adopted :

Resolved, That W. A. Clark be continued as Historical Secretary
and Statistician of this body, and that he be paid $20 for his services
during the year. y

Brother Stevens offered the followmg. which was
adopted :

Resolved, That it be the sense of this Convention that the use of

tobacco be discouraged among al/l Baptists.

Prayer by Brother Rosamon. Adjourned till 7 p. m.

EVENING SESSION.

Called to order at 7 o'clock. Prayer by C. E.
Smith. Minutes of today read and adopted. :

Brother E. B. Miller read the following rcsolutxon,
which was adopted :

l

Resolved, That most hearty thanks are due and are hereby ex-
tended to the Monticello Baptist Church and the citizens of the town
generally for their elegant and lavish hospitality ; to the different
Churches of the town for the use of their buildings; to the railroads
for reduced rates; to the officers of this body for their courteous and -
prompt discharge of duty, and to all others who have shown us kind-
nesses whatsoever.

Brother B. Cox offered the following, which was
adopted.

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this Convention be tendered
to the American Baptist Publication Society for the timely and valua-




