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ARISE, AND GO :SACK HOPE! 

A STUDY OF THE BOOl'i: OF JAI1BS Dr. t'J. O. Vaught 
NUr'lBER 49 Immanuel Baptist Church 
JAUES 5 ~ 19-·20 Little Rocki Arkansas 

J AIIBG 5, 19-i o !!Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one 
conve rt him , Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from 
the error of his way, shall save a soul from deathr and shall hide a 
uultituc1e of sins." 

'I'onight we come to the close of our long study of the BooJt of James. 
~~ began this study in October, 1976, and now, after 48 studies, we 
llave come to the conclusion. tJe have discovered that James is a very 
practical book. tJe have learned that the believer is not only to he 
a i:1earer of the ;Jord but 11 A doer of the ~·Yord. 11 At the conclusion of 
this study, i1e \•vill turn our attention to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd ,John and 
\\dll e:cegete these books for our coming Wednesday night stud_ies. 

J lti: .~ S S ~ 19 nBrethren 1 if any of you do err from the truth , and one 
convert him;" "Drethren" is a vocative plural of the ,,ord adel~hos 
and it refers to believers. A better translation is "members of the 
family of God." At the point of salvationr we enter a ne·w family. So 
this passage is for those who have been born into Godvs familyv The 
cross is the point of eternal salvation. 'l'he moment we believe in 
Christ, ·we ir,1mediately receive at least 36 things from God. One of 
the things we receive is the fact that we are born into the f ar;1ily of 
God. From that moment on, God as our Father is responsible for us. 
It is God 0 s objectivev after we are born a0ain, for us to move on into 
super grace and this makes it possible for God to begin to share his 
9erfect happiness with us. 

~;apacity rL'he Key 
The only problem God has in sharing with us his happiness is our capa­
citv. As we learn doctrine, we will develop the caracity for grace 
and-happiness and blessings. The way to develop this capacity is to 
0e positi,ve toward cloctrine. · Goinsr negative toward Bible doctrine 
:Jrings reversionisn and this opens up a vacuum in the soul, and in 
coraes uarkness. At 'this ::,oint, human vie\'1point takes over. This leads 
to a frantic search for ha~piness which eventually will end in the si~ 
unto death. Thereforev the closing· emphasis of James is about recover~ 
from reversionism. He urges the believers not to be just hearers of 
the word but to be doers of the word. The doer of the word is the one 
who puts his faith into practice and ·1.-1ho builds an edification complex 
in his soul. Only doctrine learned and stored in the human spirit can 
lead the believer into super grace. 

A Horrible Road 
The road to reversionism is a very horrible road. It always leads to 
divine discipline. 'I'his is the force of these two concluding verses 
of Jaraes 5. In verse 19 't'le have the protasis of a conditional sentence 
and in verse 20 we have the apodosis. In the greek we have the word 
~ before adelphos and it means 11 my brethren. 11 A better translation 
is llmernbers of the family of God." So this is for believers. The wore'. 
for "convert 11 is a total-mistranslation as we will point out a little 
later on. Hif" is ean plus the subjunctive so this·- is a third class 
condition. It means maybe yes or maybe no. The third class condition 
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always stresses your personal volition llke in 1 John 1:9 ''if we con­
fess our sins ... " In this instance the third class condition saysu in 
effect, that there will be many believers who will enter into rever­
sionism. All you have to do is to neglect Dible doctrine, and you 'l;Jil1 
find yourself in reversionism. ~·:Jhen the old sin nature is in control, 
reversionism is the result every time . Anc1 all who persist in staying 
in reversionism will eventually die the sin unto death. Next we have 
tis en humin and it means 11 any- of you. 11 It really means "any among 
i ou ." "Do err 1

' is old english and doesn°t properly describe the mean­
ing of this word. It is an aorist, passive, subjunctive of p lanao and 
means "seduce, 11 "to wander fromv r, 11 to delude. 11 So this means to go 
astray , to wander from the right way. This is a constantive aorist, 
so it means the sum total of all that goes into the straying a·way. 
'' From the truth '' is ~, plus the ablative of ale theia and it means 
"from the source of the doctrine.'' 
11And if one convert him. 1

' Now we have to stop right here , '..)ecause the 
aorist u active, subjunctive of e?istrenho doesn°t ~ean convert o Er i 
raeans ~'around '" ana. Strep ho means 0'to turno 1

1 So this means to tur~ 
arounau to turn back. These ·words are usually used for the changinq 
of soraeone O s mind. The subject is tis and this refers to any rever­
sionist. Next He l1ave the accusativesingular of a u t o s and is here 
translated 11 and one" and it means the pastor- teacher or any sui)er grac( 
believer \·1ho can help restore the reversionist o So look at what ,•Je 
have in this verse--
[lilembers of the family of God, if anyone among you has been seducedv 
lec1 away from doctrine and so:meone turns him around .•• " 
1'Turning someone around 71 refers to the communication of doctrine so 
the reversionist will turn from negative to positive volition. The 
change of attitude is necessary for the turning around to be effective . 

JA:ms 5 ~20 "Let him knowu that he which converteth the sinner from 
the error of his way, shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a 
n ultitude of sins. 11 "Let him know 11 and this now introduces the apodo-" 
sis of the conditional sentence. There is no pronoun here for the won 
" him. '1 That is a bacl translationo He have a presentv activeu irnpera­
tive of g i nosh:o and it means 11 keep on knowing . · Then next we have the 
conjunction 1oti and it introduces an objective clause. "T-·?hich con­
verteth'a is an aoristu active, participle of e n i s trep ho and means "the 
one turning back. 11 Next we have 11 the sinner 11 and this is from harnartolr.; 
and means ~the one who has deviated from the plan designed by God. 
Please notice that this is not an unbeliever. ~-Je satv that in the be­
ginning from the word ,ibrethreno II The 11 sinner 11 here refers to the re·•·· 
versionistic believer v the one t-Jho misses the 'l':,av God has planned for 
him. Ek plus p lane means ;1 the T.t.ray of error, the- urong way·~ '1 

Now look what we have thus far in these verses--
nuembers of the family of God , if anyone among you has uandered from 
the doctrine (and has become a reversionist) and someone turns him 
arounc.l 1 someone restores him; keep kno-&1ing·, that the one having turned 
him around from the delusion of his wa y . . on 

Hext t-.Je have "shall save 11 and this is a futureu activeu indicative of 
sozo and when sozo is in the future tense , it alwavs means "to deliver . 
We are not talking about the salvation of the soul: That had already 
takeh place in the life of this personu for he is in the family of God 

https://arounc.l1
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. Then this is anomic future which states a fact that can be exnected 
uhen you have the conclition ,-.rhich has been specified. So this nomic 
future indicates that it is always possible for a believer, who is:, 
under the sin unto death, to recoverv ~rovided he goes back to his ori-
0inal authority 1 after re?entance. This nomic future states the con­
ditions under which this reversionistic believer can be restored antl 
delivered. 
Next we have 11 a soul II and the v.rord is 11 pseuche. '' This indicates that 
your soul has the capacity for great things from God, but you will 
never know ,;•Jhat these great things are if you go into reversionism. 

i:a1~y__:::_Jays To Become A Reversionist 
One--'l'lle reversionist rejects Goel I s spiritual food, ·which is Bible doc· 

trine taken in on a dailv basis. P.eversionism is blas:i:-ihemy
against the Uord of God.·· 

Two-·-God has a fantastic supply of :blessings for every believer v how-· 
ever, reversionism reduces the ca~acity of the believer to zero 
and the reversionist can° t take in the blessinqs. It cor,'!es back 
to our old ~rinciple--God can°t pour unless you have a cup. The 
soul is the battleground in the Angelic Conflict and here is a re· 
versionistic soul who has rejected all that God has provided for 
him" He rejected because of the lack of capacity. In other '\ITOrc.1:: 
he says in essence u "I donut ,-mnt your stinking blessings v God. 
I can get along without them." 

God vlaits On Your Capacity 
God has an amazihg capacity for giving an<l he has been uaiting for 
years to give you these things. Ue just sits there patting his foot, 
waiting on you to develop the canacity to receive uhat he is capable 
of giving. You seeu it is Godus intention to give and to keep on giv­
ing in abundance. This is the hallmark of his character. He gives on a 
grace basis arnJ. every day he wants to give to every believer. ~ut if 
you keep on refusing because you don°t have the capacity to receive, 
eventually all that God can give you is the sin unto death. 
iJext we have II shall save a soul from death'' and the words "from death 11 

come from •··ek thanatos" and it is used here for nhvsical death. This 
is maximum discii:1line p called the sin unto death·. ·-
'.1.'hus far in this verse we have--"Keep knowing, that the one havinq 
turned back or restored the reversionist fro~ the delusion of his way, 
shall deliver a soul from the sin unto death •.• " 

Which Uill It B.e 
God offers you the sharing of his hanpiness or the sin unto death. You 
are the one ·who must decide uhich one you ,:,·Jill take. In order for you 
to be a recipient of all that God wants to give you, it reouires doc­
trine today, and tomorrm-1 and on and on· c1a.y by day until the end of 
your life. The ability of God to give is unlimited because of his per· · 
feet character, and doctrine gives us the capacity to appreciate and 
use what he gives. So all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ have the 
choice to make. It may be a miserable life, less doctrine, or it may 
be the life of super grace. 

THE DOC'11Rnm Ol? 'I'HE S I~J UHTO DEA'I'H 

It is one thing to die according to God 1 s plan for your to die at ex­
actly the right moment for you, or to die in reversionism entirely outm• 
siJe of God's divine plan. 
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1. Definition. 
The sin unto death is the maximum discipline from God which comes 
to the reversionistic believer. This discipline is the· only ex­
ception to dying grace which is available for all believers . The 
only one who receives such discip line is the reversionist Nho 
continues to refuse to repent and return to doctrine. The sin 
unto death includes maximum misery P maximum pressure P terminatinr, 
in the sin unto death. He dies before his time and he dies a,art 
from dying grace. 
PSALE 113~17-18 11 I shall not diev but · live, and declare the 
'l':JOrks of the Lord. The Lord hath chastened me sore:. but he hath 
not given me over unto death." 
1 JOHH' 5 ~ 16 ,: If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not 
unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them 
tllat sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death ~ I do not sa-::, 
that he shall pray for it. 11 

2. Sin Unto Death Does Not I1ean The Loss of Salvation. 
Once you believe in the Lord Jesus Christp you have crosse~ the 
bridge. It is a one \,,ay bridge and you can never go that t•ray 
again. You can D t commit a sin so g·rea.t that you can undo what 
Christ did for you when you believed in him. No believer can 
conn.tit the un;?ardonable sin o ONCE YOU HAVE ~-:E:CN COHVERTED 1 YOU 
CAIJ:i.JOT COI:;IJIT TIIL Ui-JPARDOlJABLE SINO You can die the sin unto 
death but you can°t lose your salvation. 
2 'i'H10T1IY 2 ~ 12·-13 i: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him ~ 
if ue deny l1imu he also will deny us ; If i·,e believe not v yet he 
abi<leth faithful g he cannot deny hims·elf o" 

3o Reversionism Is Always The Cause For The Sin Unto Deatho 
.:1ERI:2:lIAH 9 : 16 .: I will scatter them also ar.10ri.g the heathen 1 whom 
neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a 
st.rorcl after themv till I have consumed them." 

JEREI:i!AH 44; 12 :,·And I will take the rem.nant of Judahv that have 
set their faces to go into the land of E~iypt to sojourn there, 
and they shall all be consumed, and fall in the land of Egypt; 
t h ey shall even be consumed by the st,ord and by the :!:anine ~ they 
shall die, from the least even unto the greatestv by the s·word 
anJ. by the :camine ~ an<l they shall be an execration, and an as­
tonis~ ent, and a curse, and a reproach.u 

PHILIPPIANS 3 : 1 0-19 '1 (For many walku of whom I have told you 
often, and now tell you even weepingu that they are the enemies 
of the cross of Christ~ 1".7hose end is destruction, whose God is 
their bellyu and whose glory is in their shame, t~o mind earthly 
thingso) 11 

REVELATIO..J 3 g 1 6 °1 Go then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot v I will spue thee out o:E my mouth." 
There are four reasons why Christians tlie physically. 
(1) Their work is finished. 

2 'I'IUOTHY 4 ~7 nr have fought a good fightv I have finished 
my course 1 I have kept the faith ~· 
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(2) Some special case (Such as martyrdom) 
PHILIPPIANS 1 ~ 20-21 ., According to ny earnest expectation 
and my h op e, that 1.n nothing I shall be ashamed, but that 
with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be 
nagnifiec1 in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. 
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

(3) Imposing Human Volition Over Divine Volition 
This we call suicide . 

(4) The sin unto death. 
Antl this is a very horrible way for a believer to die. 
1 CHROi:UCLES 10 g 13 11 80 Saul c.ied for his transgression 
which he comr.iitted against the Lord, even against the word 
of the Lord, which he kept not, and also for asI~ing counsel 
of one that had a familiar spirit, to inquire of it,tt 

1 JOEH s~lG 0 If any man see his brother sin a sin is1hich is 
not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life 
for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto 
death~ I do not say that he shall pray for it.n 

4. All Reversionists Die .A.part From Dying Grace. 

5. case Histories Of The Sin Unto Death. 
(1) Monetary reversionisM. As the case of Ananias and Sapphira 

in Acts 5. 
(2) Phalic Reversionism. As illustrated in 1 Cor. 5~1-15.Incest. 
(3) ~-dtual Reversion1.sa. Participating in The Lord Os Supper 

while in revers1.onisn . 1 Cor. 11:30-31 
(4) llental Attitude neversionisr.i. 1 Sam. 13~9-11, 1 Chro. 

10~13-14. King Saul rejected God's specific corrrnands. 
(5) IJational Reversionism In Foreign Policy. 

Isaiah 30 : 1-3 and 31 ~1-3. This was King Hezekiah. 
(6) Verbal Reversionism 

1 T1.nothy 1~19-20 

This is a great rebound passa~re. So, James ends ,.Ji th a warning to 
reversionistic believers--stay in fello,,shin and thereby avoid the 
terrible thing called 3 The sin unto death. 0 

https://Reversion1.sa
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