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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Mitchellville, Arkansas, a rural community of 150 dis-
placed farm families in Desha County, is a relic of the agri-
cultural past. The unskilled laborers pursue vocations of
cotton chopping and cotton picking with little success,
Vocational skills required in an urban society are sorely
lacking., Affluence is nonexistent.,

Governmental and private agencies are emphasizing the
need of education for the citizens of the United States, The
citizen of Mitchellville has been deprived of an adequate
education, Even the basic skills of reading, writing, and
arithmetic are minimal,

Other areas where great need is reflected are recrea-
tion, health, housing, and employment; Mitchellville has no
parks nor other recreational facilities, The housing consists
of dilapidated shacks., Most homes do not have indoor plumbing.
The accepted standards of living are but illusionary dreams
to the citizens of Mitchellville, -

The distinctive feature of the Mitchellville community
is that the 600 citizens of Mitchellville are Negro. B. F.
Riley states in his book regarding the relationships of the

Negro and the white:



To contribute to the interest of the Negro, is
to contribute, at the same time, to the interest
of the public weal of which he is a part. To
accomplish the most for him as well as as for
ourselves, the policy must be one of construc-
tion and not of destruction, for a policy of
destruction is a two-edged sword which cuts both
ways, Action toward another or others is re-
action toward ourselves, We cannot escape the
fact that the destinies of both races are in-
separably bound together, and equally productive
of good to both races, Nothing less than the de-
velopment of each race will produce this result for
manhood in a democracy is the essential basis of
participation,

On December 2, 1967, twenty-one volunteer students
from Ouachita Baptist University traveled to Mitchellville,
Under the éirection of Mrs, Daisy Bates of the Office of
Economic Opportunity Rural Training Program and Dr. Bob C,
Riley, Chairman of the Department of Political Science at
Ouachita Baptist University and consultant of the Office of
Economic Opportunity Rural Training Program, the students
conducted a survey to determine the extent of specific needs

of the citizens of Mitchellville,

I, THE PROBLEM

Statement of the Problem., The problem of the Negro

has not been solved in the centuries in which it has existed.,

1B. F. Riley, The White Man's Burden (Birmingham,
Alabama: B, F. Riley, 1910%, p. 13,
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The Negro problem is considered prime on the domestic scene
and an international handicap of the United States.2

Economic deprivation exists in Mitchellville, Yet,
this community is only one of many burdened under the saddle
of poverty. The problems facing this Arkansas community are
in existence not only in Arkansas but in the other states as
well, By studying the efforts of college students to oblit-
erate poverty in one particularly deprived community, other
similarily underdeveloped areas will also be benefited.

A study of such a community and advancement of the
citizens i; appropriate, Franklin Delano Roosevelt said,
over a quarter century ago, "One-third of our nation is ill-
fed, ill-housed, and ill-clothed." In Mitchellville, Arkansas,

1969, this statement is more than appropriate,

Significance of the Study. An attempt was made to
develop this delta town of Mitchellville through education of
the residents, increased economic self-sufficiency, and ex-
pansion of the limited community facilities. Mitchellville
was typical of the Negro farm laborer community in which the
citizens suddenly found themselves without employment, Im-
provement of this town could serve as a pattern to other set-

tlements of poverty.,

2Rayford W, Logan (ed.), What the Negro Wants (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1944), p. 1.
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The objective of the program was to improve Mitchell-
ville by utilizing the skills and abilities of the college
students who remain the central force of the project, Human
resources were to be used as well as local, state, and federal
agencies and institutions.,

The study of the development of an undeveloped society
resulted in a challenge to the contemporary problems and
minds of the college students, The answer to the problem of
the Negro has not been solved., Solutions are attempted
through the process of education. Only through the work of
the more f;rtunate can the ills of the less fortunate be
amended, A study of a student oriented experiment conducted

on the university level seemed a pathway to amendment,

II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED
Office of Economic Opportunity. The Office of Economic
Opportunity (OEO)3 refers to the federally sponsored agency

for the allievation of economic, social, and cultural poverty.

Arkansas Office of Economic Opportunity Rural Tréinigg
Program. The Arkansas Office of Economic Opportunity Rural
Training Program (Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program) is
a state sponsored agency for the allievation of economic,

social, and cultural poverty in the rural area where there

3Hereafter alphabetical abbreviations will be used for
designated agencies,



are generally poorer conditions,

Poyertv. The term "poverty” indicates a lack of
money or material possessions; the term also applies to the

need of cultural and social abilities.

National Association for the Advancement of Colored

People, The National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) is the model for all subsequent civil

right associations with regard to the Negro.,

Ombudsman. The term “ombudsman" refers to the repre-
sentative directing specific problems to designated agencies

for solution,

Ogé;aELOQ Bootstraps. "Operation Bootstraps" applies
to the federally sponsored program designed specifically for
the economic, cultural, and political advancements of Mitchell-

ville, Arkansas,

Community. The term "community” pertains to the in-

corporated town of Mitchellville, Arkansas.,

ITII. DELIMITATIONS
The immediate nature of the occurence of the program
for the advancement of Mitchellville required the research
to be of the field study variety., The material was transi-

tional. The specific time involved in this study began with
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the original survey conducted by the Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity students in December, 1967, and concluded with the re-
funding of the OEO Self-Help program in March, 1969,

The study involved isolating an area of poverty, diag-
nosing the needs, and attempting to raise the low standards
of living, A brief history of the community was included to
give the reader the background information of the citizens
of the community. The study of the program was done through
personal interviews, maps, research, reports, and periodicals,
The economic, social, and cultural changes in the community
were considered to be of prime importance. This study did
not intend to express personal opinions concerning the social
and cultural changes which could not be documented by appro-

priate records or personal interviews,

IV. SOURCES AND TREATMENT OF DATA

Materials were accumulated from relevant local, state,
and federal agencies and institutions. Those contributing
were the Farmer's Home Administration, the State Planning Com-
mission, State Welfare Commission, Employment Security Divi-
sion, Public Health Administration, housing agencies, the
State Department of Education, and the Arkansas OEO Rural
Training Program.

Interviews with Mrs, Daisy Bates, Dr. Bob C, Riley,
Mitchellville citizens, and Ouachita Baptist University stu-

dents participating in the program development were included.
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Personal observations and experiences were given from the
viewpoint of the college student.,

Since the student participation emphasis was made,
special note was made on the activities of the Ouachita Bap-
tist University students in their committees., Reports sub-
mitted to the OEO in Washington, D.C, were of major impor-
tance.,

Explanations were offered concerning the accomplish-
ments of the students and the progress of the program., Numer-
ous memorandums of the figures involved in conferences to
advance the program, newspaper coverage on the local, state,
and national level, and newsletter items in the NAACP publi-

cations suggested added interest in the Mitchellville project,



CHAPTER II
A BRIEF HISTORY OF MITCHELLVILLE
BEFORE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ASSISTANCE

Mitchellville began approximately 25 years ago when
the federal government closed a National Youth Administration
Camp, The land was given to the Dumas School District, a
group of 29 autonomous Negro Baptist congregations in Lincoln
and Desha Counties. To provide more adequate supervision
the Watson-School District (Lincoln County) assumed full
ownership of the 37-acre tract on December 25, 1944, Rever-
end John Mitchell was then responsible for the district and
the selling of lots to the Negro families, Mitchellville

was incorporated in 1963 and named after the Reverend Mit-

che11.4

The only industry in Mitchellville was and continues
to be the Puryear Wood Products Company, Inc. This industry
hired some of the citizens of the area, Other residents
found employment in Dumas, Arkansas, and surrounding areas.,
The only other employment was farm labor, When such jobs as
cotton picking were available the accepted wage for a ten hour

day ranged from $3.50 in 1955 to $5.00 in 1969, According

&

Interview with Mrs, Daisy Bates., Permission to quote
secured,
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to Mr., Charles McCarrell, a Mitchellville resident since 1955,
many jobs were scarce and required working from sunrise to
sunset,

From 1950 through 1960 Mitchellville suffered a loss
in population of 23,5%., The loss was due to farm labor migra-
tion. Another survey conducted in December, 1967, by the
Political Science Department of Ouachita Baptist University
revealed an increase in population for this seven year period
of 73, bringing the total population to approximately 600,
One hundred fifty families lived in Mitchellville at the time
of this second recorded census.6

From the establishment of the town the citizens be-
lieved that the population should increase, Mitchellville
was to continue in growth because the citizens sincerely
wanted to help others to improve their own individual condi-
tions, Motivations coupled with leadership and co-operation
were promoted to structure a new environment, As Mrs, Daisy
Bates emphasized:

Twenty-five years ago the people of Mitchell-

ville were unable to upgrade their station in
life because of a lack of leadership and

5Interview with Mr, Charles McCarrell, Permission
to quote secured.

6As quoted from a report by Mrs., Daisy Bates for the
Office of Economic Opportunity.
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responsibility., There was a crying need among

the residents to live a life of dignity and

self-respect, All these people needed was

someone or something to channel them into

development,

Mitchellville began from raw land., In contrast to the
high expectations, it was a new born, poverty stricken town
where shabby homes were constructed amid gravel roads. Within
a decade an industry was established, a few commercial enter-
prises begun, a water system completed, and a church erected.
All these services mentioned were functioning at the time of
this study.

if éhe citizen of Mitchellville was too old to find
employment or unable to work for other reasons, welfare was
the answer, in addition to social security benefits,

The survival of the community required that industry
be developed., Dumas, a city of approximately 5,000 popula-
tion two miles west of Mitchellville, could not support the
total working residents of Mitchellville in the future. Pine
Bluff, 40 miles north of Mitchellville with a population of
57,000, was not within practical distance for employment op-
portunities, A self-supporting community with job opportuni-
ties centrally located remained the prime objective of communi-
ty development,

The citizens of Mitchellville worked hard to build the
community to become a city of pride in the State of Arkansas.

The American spirit was alive in Mitchellville and only



11
needed to be lead and encouraged in the right directions for
improvement.

Mitchellville was within the Mississippi Alluvial
Plain, The terrain was a flood plain affected by the Missis-
sippi River. The land in Desha County was flat and very poor-
ly drained by streams and channels, Desha County encompassed
15 square miles of area, Most streams drained southward.7
Included in the survey conducted by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service were reports
on soil survey interpretations, drainage development plan,
and an ove£a11 recreational appraisal by Mr., William Davey,
State Conservationist.8

All of the streets of Mitchellville were constructed
of dirt and gravel, No curbs nor gutters, sidewalks nor
traffic control devices were in evidence,

Mitchellville had no schools, one 50 foot by 100 foot
park, and no community facilities for recreation. The city
was in the process of acquiring a fire station and fire
truck, The City Hall and City Jail were no longer in use,

A desperate need existed for expansion of public and private

facilities,

Ibid.

8See Appendix numbered I,
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The community also lacked the social organizations
prominent in increased communication between the citizens
and community officials., Neither the church nor the homes
were used for social gatherings., The lack of a spirit of
unity and social compassion provided a further serious handi-

cap to community development and organization,



CHAPTER III
ARKANSAS OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
RURAL TRAINING PROGRAM

The proposal of the Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program
provided training for (1) administrative and supervisory
staff members of Community Action Agencies; (2) non-profes-
sional workers, coordinators, and other employees of Com-
munity Action Programs in community organization; (3) unemployed
residents of target areas to prepare them for Community Action
Program employment; and, (4) training for Community Action
Agency Boards and Neighborhood Council members to increase
the effectiveness of board operations. The main objective of
the training proposal was directed toward development of com-
munity organizations in the rural areas where there were
generally poorer economic conditions, more sub-standard educa-
tion, greater problems of communication, fewer capable community
leaders, and more resistance to innovation.9

The Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program served as a
supportive service to the Community Action Agencies of the

state, The emphasis was to involve the non-professional and

91965-69 Proposal - Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program,
Ps Ll
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the poor in OEQO community planning, formation, and execution
of policy.10

The work proposal of the Rural Training Program was
functional and informal. The curriculum was based on the
needs of the trainees and the problems to be solved. The
ma jor emphasis in terms of goals was directed toward community
organizations and management in Community Action Agency
programs., The lack of education and experience of the workers
resulted in trainees totally unprepared for the responsibili-
ties to which they would be exposed., The success was important
to the non:professionals themselves who required the inspira-
tion and encouragement through achievement.11

The OEQ, faced with a series of complex problems,
began its operations without precedence. Training of the
Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program personnel was not empha-
sized to the degree necessary at the launching of the program
in 1964,12

The effect of the OEO Rural Training Program was both
immediate and long range. The immediate value was to provide
training to develop a competent staff for the development of

OEO Rural Training Program. Better qualified persons on all

107pid., p. 1.
Ilzb_m-r p. 8.
12

ibid., p. 9.
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levels of the OEO should result in better quality programs
more related to the needs and problems of the groups served.
The program was to assist the non-professionals and low in-
come people discover their place in the mainstream of Ameri-
can life as reflected in their local communities, Opportuni-
ties to contribute to the success of the program were provided
to the workers., The program enhanced public understanding
and appreciation of the OEO. The program was designed to
help contribute significantly to the efforts of helping the

poor to help themselves.13

The long range efforts of the training program were
related to the value of the OEO programs in their larger per-
spective., The needs of the poor were paramount, both material
and socio-psychological, The stability of society was
threatened as result of the needs of the poor. The Chris-
tian conscience, the democratic commitment, the national image,
and the position of world leadership were involved, The train-
ing program of the project was to build a greater measure of
success at the "grass-roots" level, The OEO provided an al-
ternative for orderly social change within the confines of the
democratic processes and responsibilities, The Arkansas OEO

Rural Training Program was aimed toward this ultimate objective.1

13Ibid.. Pe 7o
Y1bids, p. 7.

Riley Library

e mlaida Davedeind Tlamiverswreldicd
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The method of instruction used in the Rural Training
Program included lectures, informal discussions, field trips,
observations, and reports on individual projects by enrollees
from their respective committees., The courses were conducted
on an informal basis. Film strips and other audio-visual
aids were used. The emphasis, in theory and in practice,
was focused on the actual problems of the enrollees in their
respective employment. Efforts were made to utilize the
Regional Office staff in the Rural Training Program to the
maximum extent, Every effort was made to insure up-to-date
informatioﬁ on regulations pertaining to Community Action
Programs, Work-shops, in-service “"site" training, training
for Community Action Program Boards and Neighborhood Service
Council members, and management training programs provided
in-depth training and specialization in the Rural Training
Program.15

From the very conception of the Arkansas OEO Rural
Training Program until the Fall, 1968, the program was under
the sponsorship of Ouachita Baptist University. The organi-
zation of the original "Operation Bootstraps" program for
self-help for the community regarded Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity as the applicant agency or sponsor for the program, With

experience in programs to help the poor, Ouachita assumed the

L1bid., p. 51.
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responsibility for the community development program. Pre-
viously, such programs designed to help the poor, the educa-
tionally and economically deprived--Head Start, Upward Bound,
and the Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program of Little Rock,
Arkansas--had been held on the University campus in Arkadel-
phia, Arkansas.16

Dr. Riley, a member of the training staff of the Ark-
ansas OEO Rural Training Program, became interested in the
Mitchellville program through Mrs, Bates, Mrs, Bates of the
Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program convinced Dr. Riley that
Mitchellvidle could be helped to help itself, "The Mitchell-
ville idea was a long-time dream of Mrs, Bates, heroine of
Little Rock, former president of the Arkansas State Conference
of NAACP branches, and currently a member of the Association's
National Board of Directors.“17

Through the efforts of Mrs, Bates, Dr, Riley, and the
Ouachita Baptist University students involved, the Mitchell-
ville program received local, state, and national attention.18

Beginning in the fall, 1968, the Arkansas OEO Rural

Training Program operated under the sponsorship of the Univer-

1692. cit., Bates,

17ustudent Power Lifts Mitchellville,* Crisis (May,
1968), p. 161.

188ee Chapter IV for the complete program of develop-
ment for Mitchellville stressing the involvement of the stu-
dents of Ouachita Baptist University.,
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sity of Arkansas Graduate School of Social Work., The Gradu-
ate School was a division of the University of Arkansas at
Little Rock and offered a program of graduate professional
education leading to a Master of Social Work degree., Admin-
istered by its own dean, faculty, and staff, the primary pur-
pose was to prepare social workers for beginning practice in
a variety of settings including Community Action Agencies,
Through this Graduate School the Arkansas OEO Rural Training
Program had access and strong connections to social welfare
resources and other state-wide programs, The Rural Training
Program waé administered by the Project Director and staff to
whom administrative authority was delegated. The Project
Director, who had a faculty appointment, provided super-
vision of all activities and coordinated the training project
with the Graduate School.19

The Project Director for the duration of the period
beginning July 1, 1968, and extending through June 30, 1969,
was Earl E, Evans, The operating budget for this same period
was $234,938,2°

The key faculty members of the Graduate School shared
in the work of the Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program and

were involved to insure a highly effective contribution to

Pro Adllly PPe 6-6ba

Zoibidop pp. 65'71.
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the program., Effective coordination was maintained with the
General Extension and the Agricultural Extension Divisions

of the University of Arkansas.z1

lebig., p. 61.



CHAPTER IV
OPERATION BOOTSTRAPS

Through the interest of the Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity students the residents of Mitchellville received the
motivation to improve their individual education, to improve

their ability to operate their own local government, and to

improve their homes and vocation potem:ial.22

» ¢« o Since the colleges and universities harbor
the reservoir of knowledge that our society
will operate in the future, it seems practical
enough to put it to use while the student is
still in school so those fruitful years can be
used to aid society and give him experience for
the job ang the place he will maintain when he
graduates,Z3

The actual involvement of the college students began
on December 2, 1967. Twenty-one volunteer students in Dr,
Riley's political science classes conducted a survey about
the community, Before the day ended plans were made to set
up adult education classes and to have student work projects
24

to help remove health hazards within the area,

The results of the survey were revealing, Of the 150

2205, cit., "Student Power Lifts Mitchellville," p.

161,

23Bobby Stover, Editor, Ouachita Baptist University
Signal, Spring,, 1968.
i 2492. cit., "Student Power Lifts Mitchellville," p,.
61,
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families in the community, 45 had an annual income of less
than $1000, Only 10 families earned more than $5000 per
year. Eighty per cent of the homes required repair or recon-
struction. The residents were found to be friendly but often
seemed reserved and cautious when answering questions. Other
residents waited in front of their houses anxiously awaiting
the student surveyor. The male-female teams received a greater
acceptance than the male teams. The citizens appeared less
suspicious of them.25

Mrs, Bates took the information interpreted from the
survey to ﬁew York for a conference with Roy Wilkins, NAACP
executive officer. The support of the NAACP was pledged to
the program, Mrs, Bates also went to Washington, D.C. with
Miss Cloene Biggs, a junior Political Science major at Ouachita
Baptist University.26 The women conferred with Dr. Robert C,
Weaver, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development; Theodore
Berry, Deputy Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity;
and Orville Freeman, Secretary of Agriculture., Each represen-
tative pledged the full support of his agency. After Secretary
Freeman endorsed the Mitchellville program, John Baker, assis-
tant administrator of the Department of Agriculture, made an

announcement in Pine Bluff promising a grant of $60,000 and

ZSA;kagsas Gazette, January 7, 1968,

26Miss Biggs was a resident of Logan County, Arkansas.

Relatively few Negroes lived in this county.
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a loan of $42,000 for a sewer and treatment facility. Arkan-
sas Senator John McClellan was also instrumental in assisting
the student development program for Mitchellville, Using
the results of the student survey Mrs., Bates had previously
estimated that the cost of such a sewerage system would be
$90,000-~an amount too great for the community to undertake
without loans or grants., During the summer of 1966, the com-
munity had put in a water line by borrowing $43,500 from the
Farmer's Home Administration, This expense had strained the
municipal resources.27

Mitéhellville applied to the Department of Housing and
Urban Development for a $6,000 planning grant and to the
OEO for $39,000 for a summer education grant to operate from
May through August, 1968.28 This grant was refused by Gerson
M, Green, director of the Research and Demonstration Section
of the federal OEO Community Action Program, His reason for
refusing the grant was that the involvement of the student
volunteers in planning and provision of services was not in-

29

novating, To some observers this appeared to be an unrea-

sonable rationalization.3O

2799. cit., "Student Power Lifts Mitchellville," p.

161,
28

29
30

Ibid., p. 163,
Pine Bluff Commercial, May 6, 1968,

See Appendix numbered D,
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All relevant local, state, and federal agencies and
institutions were encouraged to participate in the Mitchellville
project. These included Ouachita Baptist University; Agri-
culture, Mechanical, and Normal College; the University of
Arkansas; the Farmer's Home Administration; the State Plan-
ning Commission; the Arkansas Department of Welfare; the Ark-
ansas Department of Public Health; the Arkansas OEO; the Ark-
ansas OEO Rural Training Program; and, the Arkansas State
Department of Labor. Local citizens pledged their support
as well as local officials, county judges, members of the
Arkansas Législature, civil rights organizations, and educa-
tion associations.31

The primary beneficiaries of the Mitchellville pro-
gram were the 150 displaced farm families., Included in this
estimated figure are approximately 250 children., Mode figures
of the student survey indicated that the middle age group
was small in number because of the lack of economic opportun-
ity. The HeadStart Project, literacy programs, recreational
activities, and vocational counseling were of value to the
young, The old shared in the benefits of the program through
the increased facilities for health, education, housing, and

sewage.32

31Bates, op. cit.

321454,
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In addition to the primary beneficiaries were the
secondary beneficiaries, the college students. These young
people were exposed to the basic, raw, inescapable facts of
poverty, most for the first time, This was vital to the
program and vital to the practical education of society,
Education through experience and purpose was perhaps the
greatest lesson of all taught through the experiment of Mitch-

ellville.33

We're all students and we're learning. We're
willing to supply willing hearts and hands
and we'd like to feel we're available when
you need us, This is just the opening of a
better life for all who live here,34

A third group of beneficiaries were the similarily
undeveloped communities, This wealth of untapped potential
rested in numerous communities like Mitchellville, The pros-
pect was that someday they also would receive federal, state,

and local assistance in the elimination of economic depriva-

tion.35

During the civil rights fight of the past decade,
students became involved, but it was more the
exception than the rule, and all too often their
articipation was devoted to demonstrations and
not to mean that this is necessarily a bad
participation) instead of actually helping some-
one who needed immediate help. Since the colleges
and the universities harbor the reservoir of

331p1d.

34Dr. Bob C, Riley, Arkansas Gazette, January 7, 1968,

358ates, Report for OEO, ops cit.
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knowledge that society will operate, it seems prac-
tical to put it to use while the student is still

in school. Those fruitful years can be used to

aid society and give him experience for the job

and place he will maintain when he graduates, In
Arkansas alone there are many Mitchellvilles. There
are also many intelligent and able bodied students
who may be wasting some of their more productive
years by not helping them. We commend Dr. Riley 36
and his group for not letting this happen to them.

The objectives of the Mitchellville program were:
1. To make an assessment of the problems of a community.

2, Develop meaningful programs and processes to improve
the economic conditions of the community.

3. To motivate and to convey a sense of hope and aspira-

tian to members of the local community toward econemic

self-sufficiency.

4, To arouse and enlist local, state, and national
institutions and agencies with the view of
making the combined resources available to Mit-
chellville for its economic development.

5. To improve educational opportunities, health,
housing, recreation and the general cultural
conditions of the area.

6. To demonstrate the potential of local, state, and
national agencies in giving practical help to
deprived communities,

7. To provide an opportunity for involving institu-
tions of higher learning on real problem situa-
tions as a means of having education related to
the problems and needs of society,

8. To encourage development of local enterprises and

industry g; a means of providing employment for
the area "

36Stover. op. cit.

3-"Bates. Operation Bootstraps, op. cit.
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The work program proposed depended upon the needs and
problems of the community. The program for Mitchellville em-
braced the following:

1. An assessment of the needs and problems of the
community,

2., Providing education and training consistent with
the needs of the community.

3. Providing for recreation, physical fitness, and
health.

4, Providing information on the practical everyday
problems of the members of the community--both
young and old.

5. Improvement of housing, sewage, streets, and
sanitation,

6. Cultural enrichment locally as well as through
field trips.

7. Encouragement in developing local enterprises
and industry as means of employment,

8. Development of vocational skills through refer-
rals, if not practical to develop locally,38

381114,



CHAPTER V
ACHIEVEMENTS OF OPERATION BOOTSTRAPS

The plight of Mitchellville was for the most part a
direct result of an economic system where little value was
placed on education, Cultural as well as economic depriva-
tion was manifested, The plantation system, the sharecropper,
and the tenant farmer left marks on Mitchellville and they
were largely the source of its present circumstances, Mitchell-
ville suffered from a situation where unskilled labor was
the primary means of income, These pursuits left the resi-
dents of the community without the skills necessary in an

urban society and an industrial economy.39

391n Mitchellville, an all Negro community, there
were two worlds coming together from different economic and
social backgrounds, According to statistics given in the
Statistical Data Regarding Incidence of Poverty in the State
of Arkansas, 68% of the adults were under the age of 64
(157) while the additional 32% (73) were over the age of
65 The total number of children was 255; 29% (74) were
attending school while 71% (181) were placed in the pre-
school category.,

Only 42 families had an income of over $3000 per year.
There were six young adults individually who had an income
of over $3000. The families existing on incomes of under
$3000 per year numbered 89 (63%). There were 64 persons
collecting Social Security in addition to 62 persons re-
ceiving welfare benefits,

All of the citizens of Mitchellville were Negro. The
per cent of non-white in Desha County was 48,1, The total
population of the county was 20,770, Surveys revealed that
the county lost 2100 Negroes in the period of 1950-1960 yet
received an overall increase in population of 17,4%, Desha
County ranked 31st in 1960 in order of population of 75
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Mitchellville was very typical of many rural communi-
ties because of the environment. Neglect seemed to be the
proper term to apply to the circumstances of the community
and to similiar communities, Neglect in education, cultural
enrichment, recreation, health, housing, and employment op-
portunities were evidenced, The Mitchellville OEO Self-Help
Project had a limited budget with which to alleviate many

of the problems resulting from these conditions.40

The mem-
bers of the staff of Operation Bootstraps selected health,

education, welfare, employment, and recreation to be the

counties, The percentage of urban population was 38, 5%,
Desha County ranked 19th in the number of families with in-
come less than $1000 per year. The survey revealed that 22,4%
(1,081) of the families in Desha County received less than
$1000 annually. The county ranked 36th in the number of
families with incomes of between $1000 to $1999 per year,
There were 1,090 families (22,6%) in this category. Desha
was 74th in the number of families receiving from $2000 to
$2999 annually., There were 555 families in this category
(11.5%). Desha County was ranked 37th in regard to the
total number of families with incomes of less than $3000
per year--2,787 families (56.,56%).

According to the same survey, 6% of the male labor force
over 14 years of age were unemployed in Desha County while
8.1% of the females of the same age were unemployed, The
total labor force for the males numbered 4,606 and for the
females 1,658, The number of persons over 65 receiving 01d
Age Assistance benefits were 729 out of a possible 2,041, The
ggn%yand number receiving this assistance in June, 1963, was

. oe

The number of persons from the ages of 14 through 17 en-
rolled in school in Desha County averaged 85.6%. Desha County
ranked 19th in the total number of persons over 25 years of
age (10,1?3) with less than 8 years of formal education (5,139)
with 50,6%.

“Osee Appendix numbered B.
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short range goals., The long range goals chosen were sewerage,
streets, housing, and community development.41

Adequate health services were needed not only for Mit-
chellville but for other low income communities of Desha County
as well, The clients were allowed only one visit per month
to the office of a doctor at the expense of the Department
of Welfare. In order to acquire this privilege the patient
had first to receive authorization from the Welfare Office
in McGehee, This required a period of three to four days.

If a visit was made to the physician without this authoriza-
tion, the éatient paid for the examination and the cost of
medication., Many of the clients were not aware of health
services.42

A need existed for adequate health insurance., Most
of the citizens were unable to afford Blue Cross-Blue Shield,
The majority of them purchased insurance that paid only $7.00
for the first week of hospitalization, $14,00 for the second,

and $21.00 for the third week.43

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The education program called for Negro history, basic

4lyitchellville OEO Self-Help Project Memorandum
(November, 1968), prepared by Mrs. Daisy Bates,

421pi4,

43

Ibid.
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adult education, sewing classes, and carpentry. Approximately
ten men from the area registered for the Concentrated Employ-
ment Program. The most successful program to date was the
tutoring sessions of organized study. The sessions were con-
ducted from Tuesday through Friday for the elementary and high
school students, Miss Betty Portis of the Dumas public schools
along with ten high school students conducted the sessions.

The Community Training Center furnished the books, pencils,
and paper. Some of the teachers in the schools attended by
the students stated that they had recognized marked improve-
ments since'the organization of the classes.44

On the average 35 students attended the tutoring classes,
Excellent support was given from both the local community and
the school officials. In a conference with the principals
and teachers of Dumas Elementary School and Reed Elementary

45

and High School, complementary remarks were offered. Several

students attending the schools had been referred to the tutor-

ing sessions for special assistance.46

The Superintendent
of the Dumas School District and three Board members visited

the Operation Bootstraps Project in December, 1968, A black-

Ibid.
45 :
See Appendix numbered L.
46For all practical purposes, a segregated school sys-

tem was in existence in Desha County at the period of this
writ ing .
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board was donated for the classes and help in securing type-
writers was promised.47

A project was underway assembling tie racks, Plans
called for the submission of the finished products at the
end of the training program to manufacturers in an effort to
obtain a contract for orders. The material was furnished by
O. L, Puryear, owner of a local wood-products mill.48

In addition to the ten men enrolled in the Concentra-
ted Training Program, two men were trainees enrolled in the
Home Builders Course and attended special tutoring classes
provided b} Operation Bootstraps. Five residents attended
evening courses at Reed High School, two attended evening
typing classes at Dumas High School, and two attended the
Agricultural, Mining, and Normal College Technical College

in Pine Bluff.49

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT

Four homes in Mitchellville underwent repairs with

loans through the Farmer's Home Administration.50 The repairs

47Bates, OEO Report, op. cit.

“8Mitchellville OEO Self-Help Project Memorandum
(February, 1969), prepared by Mrs, Daisy Bates.,

““Mitchellville OEO Self-Help Project Memorandum
(December, 1968) prepared by Mrs, Daisy Bates,

SOAccording to a December, 1968, survey of the 124
residents in Mitchellville, 41 were found to be in satisfac-
tory condition, 26 in deteriorating condition, and 57 were
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were made with Concentrated Employment trainees associated

51

with Operation Bootstraps. Eight trainees were assigned

to the Mitchellville Project.52

William McKinney of the regional office of the Federal
Housing Administration met with the staff of Operation Boot-
straps and the city council. McKinney made a study of the

community in an effort to determine the type of housing most
desirable for the citizens.53

A chemical company obtained an option on 40 acres of

54

land near the community center. The location of this plant

in Mitchellville greatly improved the economic status of the

communi.ty.55

in dilapidated condition., Renewal and rehabilitation pro-
grams were essential., The commercial enterprises were in a
deteriorating condition and would be best relocated in a new
area of construction., Mitchellville was unique in that it
did require all the physical functions of a city, building,
street, or recreation facility.

Slsee Appendix numbered K.

52Bates. OoDp. cit.
5311.10
41bid.

55The employment opportunities in Mitchellville re-
flect those in other all-Negro, poverty-stricken communities,
according to statistics prepared by Dr. Randolph Quick for
the Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program. The Negro was
usually the last to be hired and the first to be fired, There
were about six million of the 20 million Negroes in the
United States gainfully employed. Another one million were
looking for work, Although 10% of the population was Negro:

3% of the physicians and surgeons were Negro
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The Concentrated Employment trainees were engaged in
building the first multi-purpose building in Mitchellville,
The building was to house a fire station, day care center,
classrooms, library, recreation center, dining room, kitchen,
and sleeping quarters for volunteer firemen. The building
was slated for completion in July, 1969, The La France Com-
pany of New York has promised fire equipment upon completion
of the building.56

Through the cooperation of the national office of the

3% of the dentists were Negro

2% of the engineers were Negro

2% of the business managers were Negro

1% of the architects were Negro

1% of the auditors were Negro.

Three out of five Negroes were unskilled, The vast major-
ity of the Negroes earned less than $4,000 a year, far be-
low the $6,140 deemed "modest but adequate" for a family of
four by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The average Negro
earned slightly more than half as much as the whitée worker,
Until very recently it was true that a white man with an
8th grade education expected to earn more in his lifetime
than a Negro with a college degree,

While relatively few of the Negroes were unskilled,
such was not always the case., Of the 120,000 unskilled
workers in the South at the close of the Civil War, 100,000
were Negro., The Negro experienced a unique problem in ap-
plication for a position as an employee. The question of
assertiveness arose, Discrimination in the use of company
facilities was prohibited by the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
Southern operators, in particular, experienced great dif-
ficulties because of the long-established practices of
segregation in that section of the country. Though the signs
were easy to remove, the attitudes remained far more diffi-
cult to alter,

Ibid.
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NAACP McGraw-Hill Publishing Company donated 3,000 books to
start the library. The Singer Sewing Machine Company donated
12 electric machines for the use of the sewing center.57

The Council distributed 500 pieces of clothing and the
sewing class made dresses and suits for the needy children.
The clothing was donated by Father James McVeigh Smith and
the Catholic Women of Little Rock., The United Dollar Stores
contributed vast quantities of material to Operation Boot-
straps.58

Federal money was available for the development of
a new park %hrough the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation., Stan-

dards of recreation activity were to be established for all.59

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION

The school board was searching for a solution to the
problem of unifying the school system. This action had to
be done to improve the educational system and meet require-
ments set by the Department of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare. The staff of the Mitchellville Program, worked with
the parents and teachers of both the white and the black,

No communication had been established between the two races,

57 1bid.
B1pid.

397pi

(=N
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The situation existed because of a lack of 1eadership.60
Mrs, Bates recommended a special six-week training
session in the summer for the teachers and parents in the
school district with a consultant in the field of race rela-
tions. Such a procedure was directed toward a solution of
the problems confronting those in the period of transition.61
The influence of Operation Bootstraps was felt not
only as an instrument for leadership and guidance for the

poverty stricken but also a source of guidance for the schools.

The effectiveness of the program was haunted by the fear that
62

the program would not be refunded.
Steward Edwards of the Farmers Union, Silas Glover of
the County Office of the Farmer's Home Administration, D, L,
O'Neal, James Danough, and Joseph Cavaness of the Employment
Security Division,®3 and Delbert L. Beeman of the U, S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development were only a few
of the many consultants and visitors traveling to Mitchell-
ville in an attempt to improve the social, economic, and cul-

tural status of the citizens., An evaluation team from Volt

60
61
62

Ibid.
Ibid.

6359e Appendix numbered G.
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Technical Corporation in Austin, Texas, toured the communi-
ty.64

Legal services were made available to the citizens of
Mitchellville through attorney George Howard, Jr. of Pine
Bluff, Howard, a prominent civil rights attorney, furnished
legal services such as property titles, legal documents,
wills, and contract interpretations to the project.65

The Mitchellville City Planning Commission was organ-
ized upon the basic premise that an orderly, well thought-
out plan for progress was the only realistic and practical
approach td'making Mitchellville the city its citizens wished
it to become, The following primary goals were essential in
this planning:

Economic Health

To insure maximum stability and growth in community

output, employment, income, and utilization of re-
sources;

Social Mobility

To promote maximum opportunity for each person to
improve his economic and social status and conditions;
To encourage each individual to contribute to the
welfare and improvement of the community to the
fullest extent of his abilities;

Attractive, Healthful, and Convenient Environment

To work together toward greater convenience in our
daily lives and in the community and to establish

higher standards of. health, beauty, and variety in
the surroundings;

64

651pi4d,

Bates, op. cit.
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Optimum Use of Natural Resources

To seek a better adjustment between the natural environ-

ment and the superimposed man-made environment of the
area;

Commercial
To provide adequate areas and locations for the estab-
lishment and growth of businesses so that all material
of our residents can be adequately and satisfactorily
fulfilled locally;

Residential

To provide adequate and attractive housing for all
residents in order to make this community a more de-
sirable place to live and to encourage people to stay
and others to come to make their home here;

Industrial

To provide attractive and desirable areas with ade-
quate utilities to fulfill the needs of industry so
that expansion and growth can be encouraged; this ob-
jective is based on the promise that the jobs and
livelihood provided will stimulate community growth;

Agricultural

To develop co-operative relationships between the ur-
ban and rural areas in order to increase the inter-
dependence for the satisfaction of their needs; this
ob jective serves for the reciprocating stimulus in
the growth of each area and increasing the self-
sufficiency of this community,

Public Activities

To provide for those activities that will satisfy the
needs of the residents of this community;

Educational Facilities

To adequately provide for the educational needs and
development of all residents;
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Land Use Compatibility

To obtain maximum utilization of all lands within
the bounds of these regulations and restrictions
established by the people through their governing
body so that planning and organization are re-
flected by the community image;

Fire Protection

To adequately provide protection against fire and
other preventable destruction to the property of all
residents, whether private, commercial, or indus-
trial;

Parks, Recreation and Open Space Facilities

To provide areas adequately equipped for the in-
formal relaxation and entertainment of all residents;

Police Protection

To adequately protect all members of this community
through the firm, fair, and uniform application of
all laws and ordinances.

Overall objectives were established whether the build-
ing type or land use be residential, commercial, industrial,
recreational, agricultural, educational, or governmental;

Access Each should be easily accessible to the public
it serves, and should not present unnecessary
or safety hazards to the movement of pedes~
trirans or vehicles in the area;

Compatibility Each should incorporate whatever physi-
cal design features necessary to protect
it and the adjoining property from un-
necessary noise, odor, or other environ-
mental problems;

66Prepared by Mrs., Daisy Bates for the Arkansas OEO
Rural Training Program.
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Aesthetics Each should contain architectural and land-
scaping features as will best blend into
the surrounding physical features and in-
sure conservation of economic values and
appreciation of aesthetic values,6

CONSUMER BUYING

The Project organized a Consumers Buying Club in an
attempt to convince the citizens to pool their money and
purchase in wholesale lots. This was begun during December,
1968, in the purchase of children's toys from the Cash Whole-
sale Company of Little Rock., The citizens bought through
the Consumers Buying Club and saved approximately 40% on their
purchases, This served as an inducement to strengthen the
Club and further plans were made for the purchase of a num-
ber of necessities through collective buying.68

In a very practical sense the Mitchellville OEO Pro-
gram, Operation Bootstraps, became an intricate part of the
community and its surrounding area. The Program made consid-
erable progress. The vast majority of the citizens being
served by the Project were disabled products of culture or
poverty. This disablement served as an impediment and a
handicap in relation to obtaining, retaining, and adjusting

to employment,

671114,

68Bates. Oop. cit.



CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

From the heritage of the plantation system to the
NAACP, from the pre-school children to the elderly, from the
illiterate to those with doctorate degrees--Mitchellville
was a symbol of a community in change. From its inception
as a settlement of migrant farm laborers until the interven-
tion of the Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program, a disadvan-
taged existence was the only life experienced by the citizens
of this impoverished community.

Many Mitchellvilles had been endured by their citizens
not only in Arkansas but throughout the United States, Al-
though the inhabitants themselves had the desire to change
their modes of life, the leadership quality required to stimu-
late the desire to acting initiative was not present,

Through the capable guidance of program director Mrs.
Daisy Bates, counselor Dr. Bob C. Riley, and many college
student assistants, the program of Operation Bootstraps began.
Intervening agencies were warmly welcomed in contributing to
the noticeable improvement of the all-Negro community. The
involvement of the college student as the original stimulus
in influencing the acceptance by the federal, state, and local

authorities cannot be overstated.
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The apprehension of non-funding upon completion of a
previously sponsored period proved a handicap. Danger existed
in over-encouraging the ambitions of the residents.

The periods of historical significance which influ-
enced the community were before the intervention of the Arkan-
sas OEO Rural Training Program (Operation Bootstraps) and after
the initiation of this Program., During these two periods,
there was a noticeable change of attitude in the citizens,

The hope for a better life through the realization that aid
was forthcoming became evident.

The.cultural and social factors of the community were
dependent upon the economic structure, This structure had
become outdated and was desperately in need of rapid change
from agricultural to industrial,

The educational opportunities made available through
federal programs as well as independent college scholarships
furthered technical knowledge. The aim of keeping the young
adults in the community was prime. Only through their learned
capabilities could Mitchellville become a more successful
community. The settlement of young families was always en-
couraged.,

Operation Bootstraps was a federally sponsored experi-
ment in self-help. Awarded to a community which had previous-
ly experienced unemployment and welfare, the opportunity for

improvement was possible, Interest in Operation Bootstraps
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successfully brought the possibility of self-respect, self-

pride, and self-determination to a rural area where despair
had previously dominanted,

A new area of OEQO assistance was opened through the
involvement of the college student with the poor. The young
educated students had never before witnessed the extremes of
the society in which they live., These students had the time,
the desire, and the ability to donate to those in need the
knowledge of improved living., A demonstration of help to
the established way of poverty provided experience to the
college stu&ent in better understanding the circumstances of
others, Through the learning process, two segments of the
American society were brought closer to an awareness of the
problems faced by each,

Through other experiments of self-help coupled with
student assistance, further progress can be made to bridge

the gap created by the society of misunderstanding.
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Office of Economic Opportunity FORM ARty gt 1
APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM HUDGL T A AL NG, 1167019

CAP 8, COMPONENT PROJECT. TF'\‘AINING OR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Tr'll\ fnrru l\ L f;( s e l’ tir rrf {u'b "r i fmtrum' r-mnt aroa tere .rn.r -ll fassg . Lane o rrant wna
Nt ction 200 rlf }H H- If nnomee ”p!mrhlr' l'\ |. it 4 !lf 1961 ~

0F APPLICANT AGENCY counoumn PRANDIFCT HO, nr) MOT FIeL i Por Ydminintearive V)

ta Baptist University 8
EF DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF PROJECT

Boot Straps' Mitchellville (Desha Co.) Arkansas o
MARY OF PROJECT Deseribe the component project, using only the cpoee below: i F"IPPO E DOF PRQJ:':T

[ | TRAINING

E HNIf'Al.

AK PROGRAM hnh h a deseription of the wnr{ procrom fur this component project, followings rhr rerefrements, [.r m.l, oo ,rl propram contained
GUIDE to fmtrlmg or Technical \ssistance Projer tsy whicherer is approprinte,

DEl F(EATI"!H f')F ACTI\IITIE—"{ TO (‘)THFR A';FN"'I".’

The follwing mﬁ-rmurmn i to be provided if any part of this component progect is 0o be caniod o by anapeney o nepanisation
other than the applicant.

IND ADDREQS DF DE[T GATE I\f‘i NL ¥

f AGEPICMY‘ .f: I'-'I:'V Ijl;"d‘p:(lf(' -J-:;';lu'; -ff ( heooh, :;m‘ ‘.‘7
[ |rustic acrucy | X[ PRIVATEMONPROFIT ORGAMIZATION | JiHSTUTUTIOH GF WL S0 A TN
Eil OTHER (Speeify) *

PE OF DELEGATION Ittmh a enrr-me'nt deseribing:

. The degree of responsibility that the delegate agency will have in carcying out the component project.

The qualifications of the delegate acency to undertake and complete the component project.

, The way in which the applicant agency will sepervise and/or coordinate the activities of the delegate agency,

RANCE OF COMPLIANCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS Attach a fully executed copy of the Civil Richts Asurvice Form for cack delepate ageney.

PREVIOUS AF’F’LI"ATIQN

this eomponent prmc‘( t, in l.nhvrtrrn'ruuy its present ,"uml, erer I-r e h'lr viuhjoct of u previons ”f’!"“ ation ,f:r f velepal {mamr rp-f L tine e ?
i ]__;YES B ]NO I Yes*, attach an evplanatory statement,

BUDGET

141 DUNGET GETAIL rtach o statement

feengs the basis for votimating the coxt

COST CATEGORY ESTIMATED COST
LR e P =SS - — — o |' Mos evaonpraient prafect, in aceordunece
| — s u,.arh .’h'r tstructions el forth in the CAD
GUINE, Where convenient, the cost esti-
—— R o e e e mates shanld be shown on CAP Form 23

CONSULTANTS AND CONTRACT SERVICES (ludyet for Component Project),

8.4.2 PERICD OF GRANT Huu tong will
thiev eormponent project be financed
R I S RS e — e by the prant requented in this appli-

OTHER COSTS g cation?

May 1, 1968 to August 31, 19

NUMBER OF MONTHS
NON-FEDERAL CONTRIBUTION o

FEDERAL GRANT REQUESTED UNDER
= TITLE lI-A
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2+  OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY Form Approved
COMMINITY ACTION PROGRAM Budgrr Burean No.
Appresal Fxpirea
Leave Blank Leave Blank
Rec'd. | Action
cation No. Action Dare
‘& Grant No. . e

PROPOSAL FOR DEMONSTRATION OR TRAINING OR RESEARCH GRANT

P.l. 88-452 Title IT A Section 207
1of Project: [X) Demonstration \ [7] Training [T]Resaarch
ount (for the grant period shown in item B) B, Duration of Geant Period (12 months or less-See instructions., )
. 5 1 1968 lhmugha 31 1968
. Mo. Day Year M. Day Year
i-& pe of Proposal {Check one box only) . D, Estimated Duration of Projecr afrer the firat grant period

(1) one vear

7"- New Proposal

E. Estimated Taral Cost of the praject heyond the first grant
Continuation of Grant Number

. ' period
'!oicn Director G, Applicnnt Agency or Depariment
Name Mrs. Daisy Bates Name Ouachita Baptist College
Mail Address of Project Box 2901 Route 1 Arkadelphia, Arkansas
Dumas, Ark. Mail Address __Same
Tel.No. _— - I - —

Financial Officer 2 - _iﬁ_‘Tl;;i?n;:inn of Payee (Trensury check well be drawn as e
Name_Dr. Ralph:/Phelps, <7 fallmus) Ouachita Baptist University
Tile President —— ). Officinl Aurthorized ta Sign Propasial for agency
Mail Address _Ouachita Baptist University Mame DT, _Rfl_lp}JA'i’_i_welus_,_. .

a i Ticle _President, Ouachita Baptist TUniv.

Tel. No. (2 /14~ 053/

7- Personal Signatures {in ink)

(1) Project Director (Sume as "' ahove) P Date

(2) Authorized Official (Same a3 *')*" ahove) _WQ% /_fﬁ‘fd‘%_ e Dare 4{’ 2 & ‘_ f:____“,__

Mail Completed Application To:
Community Action Program
Office of Economic ppoaaniry
Executive Office of the Mecident

BSEROT FORM2 Washington, D.C. 20500
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‘ PROPOSED BUDGET

OPERATION BOOT STRAP 51

FROM: May 1, 1968 to August 31, 1968

A. PERSONNEL:

Director $3,200.00
Assistant Director 2,800.00
Student Coordinator 2,000.00
Advance College Students (3) 5,400.00
Secretary-Bookkeeper (5 months) 2,500.00
Chief Consultant 2 days x 16 weeks x
$100.00 3,200.00
Consultant fees 2 days x 4 months x $100.00 800.00
- Fringe Benefits @ 10% 1,590.00
BRIPAT: o i s % v % & e % w s m o m o e A o e s W W S 21,490.00

B. TRAINEES:

(1) Subsistence $ 320.00
(2) Travel -
Volunteers (25) 1,500.00

TOTAL .

e 3% 8w oe e e wow o ow W W R 1,820.00

C. PERMANENT EQUIPMENT:

Typewriter (1) ' $ 500.00
Executive desks (2) @ $150.00 ' 300.00
Executive chairs (2) @ $50.00 100.00
Office chairs (6) @ $15.00 ,90.00
Classroom chairs (30) @ $11.00 330.00
Secretarial Desk (1) 225.00
Secretarial Chair 30.00
Adding Machine 325.00
Hall trees (2) @ 27.00 54.00
Four-drawer file cabinet (1) @ $90.00 90.00
Two-drawer file cabinet (1) @ $45.00 45.00
- Tables (2) (oak) @ $145.00 . 290.00
TOTAL . RO O W R A S W W E R s S s $ 2,379.00

D. CONSUMABLE SUPPLIES

Instructional Supplies "~ $ 1,800.00
Office Supplies 415.00
Postage : 250,00
Telephone : 600.00

ROEEL. 7 o oo py o 3] B 5 S il e 8 $ 3,065.00
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APPENDIX B 52
CONSUMABLE SUPPLIES:
Office Supplies--$45 mo. x 12 mos. $ 540

Postage & Telephone--(Telephone,$50 mo. x 12 mos=5600)

Postage--$20 mo. x 12 mos=§240 - 840
Training & Production Supplies--(Sewing Center $2,000 &

.Training Supplies $6000) ‘ 8,000
Total 9,380

OTHER COSTS:

Utilities--$50 mo. x 12 mos. 600
Total s m o e e e e e e e e e e 600
TOTAL COST OF COMPONENT PROJECT 71,529

NON-FEDERAL SHARE

Volunteers 6,808
Community GCenter - 7,500
Totaleoco o m e mm e $14,308
FEDERAL SHARE ’ $57,221
NON-FEDERAL SHARE 14,308

GRAND TOTAL COST OF COMPONENT PROJECT $71,529
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. ) MITCHELLVILLE OLO SELF-HELP PROJECT
PROPOSED BUDGET-3/31/69 to 3/31/70

PERSONNEL:

Director---%750 mo. x 12 mos.

Secretary-Bookkeeper--$400 mo. x 12 mos.
Part-time Secretary $200 mo. x 12 mos.

Training Supervisor (2) @ $400 per mo. x 12 mos.

Neighborhood Aides--20 hrs. per wk. x 52 wks. x 4
Aides @ $1.60 per hr. = 4,160 hrs. @ §1.60 per hr.

Student Trainee--(10) students x & hrs. per wk.=160 hrs .
per mo. X 12 mos.=1,920 @ $1.60 per hr.

Volunteers--Legal service, 220 2/3 hrs. @ $12 per hr.=§2,648

volunteers--10 hrs. per wk. x 52 wks.=520 hrs. x 5 volunteers=
2,600 hrs. per year. @ $1.60 per hr.=§4,160

Fringe Benefits (10% of 35,528)

CONSULTANTS & CONTRACT SERVICES:

Audit & Bonding
Consultants (2), 52 visits per yr. @ §25 per visit

TRAVEL:
C.A.A. Staff Travel--500 mi/mo x 12 mos. x .10 per mi.

Staff Travel~--1200 mi/mo x 12 mos. x .10 mi.
Student Trainee Travel--1600 mifmo x 12 mos. x .10 mi.

SPACE COST & RENTALS:

Portable Office--$100 mo. x 12
Community Center--2500 sq. ft. x 25 sq. ft. x 12 mos.

53

$ 9,000
4,800
©2,400

- 9,600

6,656

3,072

6,808
355528

3,553

§: 45,889

400
2,600

3,000

600
1,440
1,920

3,960

1,200
'7’500

8,700



MITCHELLVILLE OfO SELF-HELP PROJECT

APPENDIX B >4
Expenditure Balance
Personneli .
Director $2,100.00 - 900.00
Secretary~Bookkeeper 1,400.00 600.00
Neighborhood Aides 1,466.40 58160
Training Supervisor 675.60 324440
Student Trainces ; 51.20 972.80
‘Fringe Benefits 7 43400 878,00
Audit & Bonding (Hardin & Wilson) 27.00 273.00
Consultants 250,00 750.00
‘Travels C.A.Z+ Staff Travel «00 250.00
staff Travel 136,10 463.90
Student Trainece Travel 83.00 557.00
Portable Officé 500,G0 «00
Office Supplies _ 169.36 | 55.64
Postage i | 40,72 169.28
‘Telephone o 205.63 228.32
' _Training & Production 1,444455 3,013.45
Office Equipment . 931.66 268,34
Utilities £8.89 161.11

© Total Amount $9,613.16 $10,386.84
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APPENDIX C
MITCHELLVILLE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Economics Patti Stipek
Housing and Planning Gary Cheathem
Health, Medi-Care, Social Sec. James Freeman
Co-0p Walter Butler
Recreation William Meeks
Ombudsman James Stark
Adult Education Bobby Bulloch
Teenagers Cloene Biaggs
Pre-School and Grade School Virginia La Cook
Beautification Michael Meeks
Rehabilitation Bill Massey
Laubach Reading Jamil Shami

Acqusitions Jerry Bork

-



APPENDIX C
Mitchellville

Nembers

Patti Stinek
Gary Cheathem
Jim Freeman
Jerome Bork
Walter Butler
Virgil Wilsaon
Robart Cornelius
Mike Meeks

Bill Meeks

Jim Stark

Sobby Bulloch
Cloene Biggs
Virginia La Cook
Bill Massey
Jamil Shami
Richard Lindley
Mac Sisson
Jerry Forehand
Jeannie Mason
Mitchell Chun
Mike 0'Cain

Pat Moss

CLiff Kino

Ken Parker
Tommy Ward

Jon Jennings
Dennis Snider
Drew Bacon
Nancy Smith
Maxwell Kelly
Sandy Ross

Mary Williams
Arlyss Friddle
Charles Taylor
Karen Sidwell
Gerald Morgan
Beverly Graffis

56

Homa Town

Hot Springs
Little Rock
Arkadelphia
New York
Helena
Prescott
Camdean

El Dorado

£l Dorado
Heber Springs
McGhee
Booneville
Perry

Malvern
Jordan
Russellville
Crossatt
Memphis
Pickens
Dallas, Texas
Little Rock
Morriltaon
Atlanta, GCeoraoia
Little Rock
Little Rock
Milwaukee
Norphlet
Newton, Texas
5t. Louis

£1 Dorado
Dewitt
Texarkana
Little Rock
Pine Bluff
Pine Bluff
Shreveport, La.
Baltimore, Maryland



APPENDIX C 57

ECONONMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
for

MITCHELLVILLE, ARKANGSAS

COMMITTEER MEMBERS EQNITOWNS

i. Patricla Stipek, Chalrman Hot Springs, Arkancas
2. Drew Bacon ' Newton, Texas

3. Bobby pulloch' _ McZehes, Arkanszas

L. Jon Jennings - Milwaukee, Wisconsin
5. Clifford King | Atlanta, Gzorgla

6. Richard Lindley Russellville, Arkencas
.7« lNMichael Meeks El Dorado, Arkansas

8. Kenneth Parker LLittle Rock, Arkansas
9. James Stark Heber Springs, Arkansas
10. Dennlis Sniderl , Norphlet, Arkancas
11, Thomas S, Ward Little Rock, Arhancas

The ‘objectlve of the ECONCMIC DEVELOPVMENT COMMITTEE

is to promote the interest of 1ndustry into this rural area.
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" We have recognized the overnall impcrtance of using the loct

-
'

-

industry and resources to the nutmost ability. However, the
obvious conclusions reached emrhasize the need for further
investment by outside intercste.

The cltizens of Mitshelivllle are more than ready to
learn a' sklll or trade ln preparation for advanced incomes
and community betterment. The greatest resource to any
business 1s the prospect of emﬁloyment. And, this 1c easily
made avallable.

In the early part of February Mr. Willlam P. Rogers
visited onh the campus of Quachita University with Dr. Bob
Riley ana several students of this gommittee. Mr. Rogers
suggested that we 'explore speciflc neans of getting and
using the local industries and resources. At this time the
posslibility of planting the crops of okra and summer =quash
ﬁas suggested., Also, an industry of the "home-grown"
variety was posed as a possibllity. Such a busiress might
be the buillding of birdhouscs or even simple sewlng. The
question of availlavle markets was discussed.

A brief study into the crop venture revealed a land
shortage. The cltizens had previously grown crops for the
BIRD'S EYE CORPORATION, which we later learned was the one
suggested by Mr, Rogers, 2nd found thelr arrangements to be
unsatlisfactory.

The Committee has met with arproxirately 35 of the ladles
of Mitchellville who have expressed some slight knowledge cf

sewing. Enthuslasm has been raised in the possibllity of
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Pebruary 27, 1968

Laubach Literacy Commlittee

Objectives:

Based on Laubach method of "each one teach one", and in order to make it
~ a community project, we planned our work on two stages:

. Stage 1, A Literacy Workshop

We are conducting a Literacy Workshop in Michelville where we are pre-
paring six literacy teachers. In doing so, the prospective teachers are
. oriented on the literacy situation and work in and outside America. Besides
~ that, the prospective teachers are taught how to use the literacy kits, 1n-
cluding the charts and storiés, writing books, streamlined English, and wall
charts. Along with that, a Teacher's Gulde to Charts has been handed to the
teachers, The literacy material used 1n the Workshop and given to the teachers
was pald for by Laubach State Committee.

Stage 2, A Literacy Campaign

March 9th will be the kick-off for our literacy campaign in Michelville,
With six teachers from the community, reinforced later on with the "each one
teach one" approach, we believe that we can 1lift every illiterate in Micheville
to adequate literacy and particlpating role in the comunity development with-
in one year.

Committee Needs

We need to place a literacy kit in the hands of each student at the cost
of $2.34 each, We need six wall charts at the cost of $1.60 each. So, as-
suning that we will be dealing with fifty illiterates (reasonable guess in the
absgncg of literacy statistics), that would bring our literacy material cost
to $126.00,

Jamll M. Shaml
Tomif M. Muonsi

Laubach Literacy Committee
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REFORT BY THE A C QU1 3. T1CHMN 3 CFFICER

JRBHCOME BORL - Ngw Moie

GATHERING OF INFCRMATIONAL BRCCHURES FROM

1= Soclal Security

2~ Arkansas OEC

3= Farmers Home Adminlstration

4~ Arkansas State Department of Welfare

5- Department of Housing and Urban Development
6~ Department of Health, Edusation, and Welfare
7~ Cooperative League

8« Department of Agriculture

9- Department of Commerce (ELA)

10- Arkansas Munleclipallities

11=- Arkensas FPlanning Commission

PRCGRAMS
1~ Representative from Soclal Security (next few weeks)
2~ Publice Informatlon Officér, Mr. Bob L. kemp,

State Department of Welfare, To be followed

by case workers on an 1ndlividual Iintervliew basls

EXFENSES
Fhone calls (long distance to Little Rock and Nitchellville)
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Subject: Mitchellville Adult Education

The adult education classes have not been started due
to the fact that Dr, Bob Riley is presently teaching basic
parliamentary procedure classes. As soon as these are com=
pleted, the adult education classes will begin,

The instruction will be a2imed toward the state and
local government levels., This course will include election
procedures and duties of elected officials. The role of the
individual in county and state elections and gen=aral political

behavior will also be discussed,

The Adult Education Committee

Chairman - Bobby Bulloch, McCehee, Ark.
Jean Mason, Arkadelphia, Ark.
Cliff King, Atlanta, Ca.
Mmitchell Chun, Dallas, Texazas
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Mitchellville

Pre-School and Head=S5tart

. Committee Chairman Virginia La Cook, Perry, Arkansas

Committes Members Hame Towns
Mary Williams Texarkana
Patti Stipaek Hot Springs
Nancy Smith St. Louis
Cloene Biggs Booneville
- Sandy Ross Dewitt
Jeannie Mason Pickens

The purpose of the Pre-School and Head-Start committes is to
acquaint the children of this community with some things that
could help them when they start to school and to help the school
age chlldran with some of their problems. We also serve as a
baby sdtting group while the mothers are attending adult classes.

Qur committee is now set up in the church at Mitchellville
where two more of the committees alsoc meet.

We have a wide range of children in our group. At our last
meeting we had an attendance of 3 (threeg pre-school children
and 10 (ten) school age children ranging from ages 6 to 12,
During our last meeting we did an experiment with the children
provided for us by our Educational Psychology teacher using

som ideas on the center of gravity., Ffrom this study we prepared
a report which was given to an Educational Psychology class,

We are now in the process of setting up a program wih a speech
therapy student who will be working with the children on their
speech problems. e hope through this program we will be able
to halp some of the children to overcome their problems in
communicating with their playmates.

Every week we have a story time for the children where they

can become involved with some type of reading and speaking sit-
vations. We encourage them to becoms a part of this group ac-
tivity.

After our reading and speech therapy periods are over we take
the children to the playground area where we play the games
they enjoy.

OQur group has made on the average 4 (four) trips each to
Mitchellville, This covering over 1,000 miles.
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Mitchellville

Health, Medicare and Social Security Committee

0]

Committee Chairman Jim Freeman, Arkadelphia, Arkansas
'Enmmittea Members Home Towns
Clifford King Atlanta, Georgia
Nancy Smith 5t. Louis, Missouri

Gerald Morgan Shreveport, La.
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RECREATION COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE MEMBERS HOME TOWNS

William M, Meeks III El Dorado, Arkansas
Virgil Wilson Prescott, Arkansas
Robert Cornelius Camden, Arkansas

The purpose of the RECREATION COMMITTEE is to organize a
Community &ida effort to provide recreational facilities
for the children and young people of Mitchellville, Arkan-
sas.,

We have made on the average of four trips to conduct
surveys and obtain the use of privately owned lands.

Several rough drawinngs have been made and local effort
has been secured toward the establishment of several area
playgrounds., Some equipment has been secured from the
Henderson State College Physical Education Department and

frm Ouachita University and from private donations.

William M. Meeks III
Chairman, Recreation Committee
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CMMTTTEE ON HOUSING AND PLAYYNING

-

« “embhers

1. fGary !y Cheatham, Cliairman TLittle Nock
2, liichard Lindley usselville
3. Mac Sisson MeGee

4, Jerry Forhand Vemphis

At the present we are conducting rescarch on all of the
nrograms now available for housing in Yitchelville., o are
planning- to make a detailed survey into the conditions of
housing in the town and in what specific areas help is needed,

e are also analyzing the various skills of the people
in order to find out who is rapable of Turnishing s%ills
necessary to build the homes,

de hope to either help the people of “itchelville to
improve their homes to much hicher standards or in sonme
cnees to provide assistunce in building new honces,

Gary i, Cheatham
Chairman
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL EDUCATICN OF YOUTH

Cloene B8iggs - Coordinator

I. Members of the Committee
A, Cloene Biggs - Booneville, Arkansas
B. Mary Williams - Texarkana, Arkansas
C. Arlyss Friddle - Little Rock, Arkansas
D. Nancy Smith - St, Louis, Missouri
E. Beverly Graffis - Baltimore, Maryland
F. Karen Sidwell - Pine Bluff, Arkansas
G. Sandy Ross - Morrilton, Arkansas
H. Jerry Beth Jamison = Nashville, Arkansas
I. Richard Lindley - Russellville, Arkansas
J. Gary Cheathem - Little Rock, Arkansas
K. Jerry Bork - New York, New York
The primary objective of this committee is to prepare
lessons in .areas in which the youth of Mitchellville have
shown a specified interest. The age of this group is from
14 to approximately 25, so we have a variety of classes
designed to be of interest to the group as a whole or to
specific divisions. At the beginning of each weekly
session, males and females participate in the discuscsion
of one of the following:
I. Privileges and Responsibilities of Citizenship
A. Federal Constitutional Rights
B. Voting Procedure and Its Implications
C. Operations of State and Local GCovernments
II. Sex Education
III. Dating Manners
IV. Basic Art
At the conclusion of these discussion sessions, the
young men are free to participate in recreational activities.
The young women then participate in the discussion groups

or activities specified for them for that week.
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The following is a list of the subjects dealt with in the

young women's discussion and activities groups:

1. Physical Fitness

2, Etiguette

3. Child Psychology

4, Infant Care

5. Practical Mathematics
6. Sanitation

7. Health

8. Clothing

9.

Makeup and Hair Stylino

We have a number of future projects which we hope will
encourage the young people to complete their high school ed-
ucation and go on to college. 0On March 2, Mr. M, W. Williams,
a representative from the Arkansas 0ffice of Economic Oppor-
tunity and 2 former college dean, will speak to all the
young people interested in a college education. He will
attempt to show how these youngsters can obtain the necaessary
funds for college, and he will continue to come to Mitchell-
ville occasionally and assist in the actual process of applyinag
for funds., Another representative of the Arkansas 0E0 will
speak about the possibility of the interested youth obtain-
ing jobs through the work study program during the summers,
These jobs will provide them with a means of saving for col-
lege.

We also hope to be able to bring all of the interested youth
who are high school seniors to our campus at Quachita University.
Members of the committee will then take them to classes being
held that day in the specific fields in which they are most
interested, It is our hope that this small taste of college
life will make them anxious to return for more. We will then

have a college workshap at Mitchellville held by the committee.
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During this workshop we will try to help the young people

apply to the college of their choice or decide which college
they are interested in attending.

The people at Mitchellville have shown a remarkable
gagerness to learn and to improve themselves., A Quachita
senior majoring in speech therapy is now working with one girl
whao has a speech defect. She is also planning to organize speech
improvement classes for the children and the young people.
Along this same line of self improvement, we hope to be able
to get Mitchellville placed on the Bookmobile route from the
regional library in Monticello. Since we are working primarily
with the youth, it is our hope that we can encourage as many

as possible to better themselves through higher education.

EXPENSES

I. Five trips Arkadelphia to Mitchellville and return - 250
miles per round trip - 1250 total miles

II. Two trips Arkadelphia to Little Rock and return - 300 miles
per round trip - 300 total miles

IIT. Anticipate eight additional trips Arkadelphia to Mitchell-
ville and return - 2000 total miles
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COPY
May 10, 1968

Mr. Gerson Green, Director

Research and Demonstration Community Action Program
Office of Economic Opportunity

Washington, D, C. 20506

Dear Mr, Green:

Your letter of May 2 telling us that our proposal for "Boot-
straps" could not be funded since it was "neither new nor

an innovative approach to a recognized vehicle of community
activity" did not come as a particular surprise, though it
was a disappointment, The proposal had been carefully
worked out by Mrs, Daisy Bates, an outstanding Negro leader
in our state, who had been encouraged by people in OEO
Headquarters=--including Ted Berry--to submit the proposal,
The first time I knew anything about it was when she and Dr.
Bob Riley, chairman of our Department of Political Science,
brought the application into my office for final signoff.

I was happy to sign, since the project represented a signifi-
cant attempt at joint work by Negro leaders of Arkansas and
some teachers and students in this University. I thought then
and still think that the idea was a good one, but if you do
not choose to fund it Ouachita will not suffer., It will
again be the poor people who take a beating.

The thing that did disturb me was the report I received,

via the always-functioning OEO gossip line, that the real
reason the program was not funded was because OEO in general
and Ted Berry in particular were sore at me personally, I
could hope that such pettiness would not be the determina-
tive factor in a situation in which white involvement in the
South is an attempt at a mutual solution of socio-economic
problems could be a reality if the project were funded, If
the thought there is that this works out as some sort of
revenge on Phelps for having said something derogatory about
the malfunctioning of OEO machinery, I hope it will be re-
membered that the poor are going to be punished much more
than I am--particularly since the program was not my idea,

anyway «
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It would be extremely helpful to find out if it is true that
applications with my name signed to them are unwelcome in
OEO Headquarters, for it would save a lot of paper work on
our part and some review time on OEO's if we knew this in
advance., In spite of OEO's efforts to the contrary, 1
continue to be vitally interested in it and in the War on
Poverty., I fought the war for six months out of a deep
sense of commitment to the poor people and still have that
commitment,

For the sake of Mrs, Bates and others interested in "Boot-
straps," I wish you would pass the proposal on to any other
desk that might consider funding it. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Ralph A, Phelps, Jr.
President

RAP:aa

cct Mr, Bertrand Harding
Mr. Ted Berry
Senator J, W, Fulbright
Senator John McClellan
Congressman Wilbur Mills
Congressman David Pryor
Mrs, Daisy Bates
Dr, Bob C, Riley
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MITCHELLVILLE --- OEO SELF-HELP PROJECT
P. O. Box 567 -- Telephone 382-5976
Dumas, Ar]eansas ?1039

¥

COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Charles Kelly, Mayor
Charlie Portis

James Boone
Abraham McCarrell
Willie I. Dean

Ellis Goodloe

A. L. Grant

Mrs. Daisy Bates
Project Director

December 6, 1968

Name: Harry Phillips, age 69

Wife's Name: Sarah Phillips, age 68

Address: Route I, Box 393, Dumas, Arkansas

Married: 50 years and owns their home

The Phillips have no children, and receives $65.70 per month Social

Mr. Phillips is the head of the house, but is unable to do

outside work because he has to be with Mrs. Phillips at all times.

Security.

Mrs. Phillips had a stroke in 1966 and is totally disabled to do
any work. The Phillip; would like to.apply for Welfare or any other aid
which may be available. Mrs. Phillips is undeF doctor's care in Dumas,
Dr. Lazenby.

The Phillips monthly expenses are as follows:

Medicine $ 20.00
Doctor bill ($5 per exam.) 5.00
Grocery 70.00
Wood (2 loads @ $6.00 per load) 12.00
‘Water bill 5.12
Light bill (approximately) 3.00

$115.12

* Mr. Phillips has a small bank account
Bank, Dumas, Arkansas. Mr. Phillips saved
years.

at the Merchants & Farmers
the money during his farming
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MITCHELLVILLE --- OEO SELF-HELP PRO]ECT

P. O. Box 567 - Telephone 382-5976
Dumas, Arkansas 71030

COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mrs. Daisy Bates
glﬁglr'_llf: 1!-'(:1}:!}; Mayor , December 6’ 1968 Project Director

James Boone
Abraham McCarrell
Willie I. Dean

NAME: Andrew Williams

Wife's Name: Margret Williams

Married: 25 years

Childrens 10, from ages:18 to 18 months.

Mr. Williams, the father of 10 children was employed by the City
of Mitchellville as a Policeman for 10 months during 1968 at $35.00
per month, earning $350 for that period. He also workad at the Rice
Mill for 5 weeks @ $1.60 per hr., earning approximately 3450 for the
5 weeks. Mr. Williams owns home, but owes 556 mortgage.

Mrs. Williams works as a baby-sitter, earning $15.00 per week. Their
oldest son[;:’a Drop-Out with a 9th grade education. The oldest girl
is 17 years of age and is in the 10th. grade.

The Project has gotten ir.-williams certified for the Concentrated
Employment Program, McGehee, Arkansas. He will begin orintation period
December 16th @ $31 per week. After orintation, he will recelve $1.60
per hour.

The family has an {mmediate néed for food stamps, clothing, and em-

ployment. At this date the financial report of the family is $10.00.

The Sewing anter will furnish clothing for the family.
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MI TCHELL VILLE OEO SELF.HELP PRO]ECT

P. O. Box 567 -i- Telephone 382-5976
- Dumas, Arkansas 71630

COUNCIL MEMEERS:

Charles Kelly, M Mrs. Daisy Bates
harles Kelly. ayor 2
Charlie Portis Project Director

James Boone
Abraham McCarrell
Willie I. Dean

Ellis Goodloe

A. L. Grant

NAME®. Stella Reed

ADDRESS: 223 South Ash Street
Dumas, Arkansas

I recieved a letter trom Mrs. Reed, stating that, she had been cut off trom
welfare in September, 1Y68. Mrs. Reed is 74 years of age, has a son in the
army, nephew Leonmadis Reed, who is 13, and attending Reed High School.

Mrs. Reed's son send $135.0U home every month to help with the tamily expenses,
and to put some of the money in a saving account for him upon his return trom
the services. Mrs. Reed put the money in her name, and the welftare found about
the money and cut her off.

I intormed Mrs. Reed that she iss eligible tor Social Security, ir she can find
some papers, such as, insurance papers stating her age. She was born in

Uctober 2b, L8Y5.

We will continue to work with Mrs. Reed until she proves her age.



APPENDIX E 76

January 7, 1969

NAME: Olenna Bailey
ADDRESS: Route I, Box 31
AGE: 48

PHONE: 263-4598 (c/0 Mrs. Burk)

Mrs. Bailey has four children, ages 12, 14, 15 and 17. She also has
a daughter age 25. From 1962 to 1964 Mrs; Bailey was self-employed. Her
husband is in Chacigo, Ill. employed as a construction worker. Mrs. Bailey
promised to pay $50 per wk. for support.of the family, but he has not done
so. The family is never sure of when or how much money they will receive.
There are 10 persons in the household. i

Florine Mae Bailey, daughter of Mrs. Bailey, age 25, has never been
married and is the mother of 4 children. Florine Bailey receives §95 per
month from Welfare. She does not know how to locate the fathers.

Miss F. Bailey attended Gould High School and completed training course
at Capital City Business College, Pine Bluff, Arkansas, from 10--'65 fo
2--166. She moved to Chicago in 1966 but did not like the city and could
not make a living for her family. Miss Bailey would like work in a sec-

will
retarial position but/accept other position.

Mrs. Olenna Bailey would like any type of work. She appears healthy

and able to work.



NAME:
ADDRESS:
PRE'SENT ADDRESS
BCORIN:

AGE:

BIRTHPLACE:
MOVING DATE:-

DATE OF DISSY
FROM WELFARE:

APPENDIX E LE:

July 23, 1968

Maggle Charles

4413 Vest 5th Street, Pine Bluff

P: 0. Box 390, Route 1, Dumas, Arkansas
August 24, 1894

Seventy-four (74)

Avery Place, 12 miles west of Dumas, (John Avery, Cwner)

December 26, 1966 to Mrs. Laura Kizzie, Route 1, Box 390

. At the time of her moving to new address.

Mrs., Magzgie Charles has no income. She is presently living with her
sister, Mrs. Laura Kizzie. DMrs. Charles was cut off from her Welfare
a year ago when she moved from Pine Bluff to Mitchelville to live with
her sister, who receives welfare.



APPENDIX E 78
Name: Mr. Willis Williams
Age: 63
Born: Hempsted County
Wife's Name: Mrs. Mary Johnson Williams, 29 at time of marriage
Married: October 30, 1943, 38 at time of marriage
Social Security No.: 379-26-4198

On November 12, 1968, Mr. Willis Williams and Mrs. Letholia Johnson
came to the Mitchellville-OEO Self-Help Project and stated to Mrs. Daisy
Bates, project director, that they were hungry, needed clothing and medi-
cal assistance. Mr. Williams and Mrs. Letholia Johnson, who live together,
but are not married live on the outskirts of Dumas, Arkansas in a frame
house that is completely deplorable.

Oﬁ the same day, Mrs. Bates, along with two Neighborhood-Aides, Mr.
Abraham M;Carrell and Miss Ruth Nelson, visited the home of Mr. Willis
Williams and this is what they found:

Upon arrival at'the home of Mr; Williams and Mrs. Johnson, the Com-
munity workers found a 3-room frame house, yhere the conditions of the
out-side would let you imagine what the inside could possibly look like.
The house is not descent or sanitary enough for any person or persons
to live in.

On the inside we found no bath facilities, no kitchen or kitchen
utensils, no lights, nor gas. They have one wood heater in the front
room, and also a bed in each room. The closest place they can get water
is approximately % mile from their home. They‘have a few dishes, but
no place to keep them except in a box on the floor and no way to keep
them clean. There were no dishpans, nor sinks to wash dishes in, nor
were there any shelves or cabinets to store them. They have a few clothes,

but they have no way of keeping them clean, and no money to carry them to

a laundromat.
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Mr. Wil}iams has been separated from his wife, Mrs. Mary Johnson, for
several years. Since then he begin to liQe with Mrs. Letholia Johnson.

Both, ﬁr. Williams and Mrs. Johnson seem to be mentally ill and are
in severe need of medical assistance. They have no source of income, and
Mr. Williams is not able to work because of a bad kidney. Although Mr.
Williams is 63 years of age, he looks the age of 80.

Money was given to Mr. Williams and Mrs. Johnson for food, and ar-
rangements were made at a local grocery for them to obtain food. Also
clothing was given to them by the Mitchellville-OEQ Self-Help Project.

In helping Mr. Williams and Mrs. Johnson, questions still remain
in my mind. How will they cook the food, and how will they keep the

clothes given to them clean?



INTERVIEW: March 25, 1969

fr. Pirty B. Hall and Family APPENDIX E 80
AME : Pirty B. Hall . AGE: 69

E: Clara Hall AGE: 51

JRESENT ADDRESS: 315 South Willow Street

Dumas, Arkansas 71639

¥r. & Mrs. Hall has three grand children, who have been living with them since birth.
¥r. Hall works for the city of Dumas, he began working on March 15, 1964, five days

a2 week, eight hours a day, at §25.00 a week. Presently he is earning $29.00 a week
due to a raise. Mr. Hall also received $85.00 a month for Social Security to take l

care of his household.

Yr. Pirty stated that about "a year ago he asked the mayor of Dumas (Billy Free)
why they did not (Negroes) get vacation with pay? Mayor Free said, "I will look
into it." The end.

The whites who are embloyed by the city of Dumag santation department workers get
from one to two weeks vacation, when the Negroes who works there get nothing. The
only time they get off is the time that they take off.

Mr. Pirty wants to know why he can't get a vacation!

Mr. Pirty yearly income at 29.00 per week is 1,508.00, and at $85.00 per month for
social security is 1,020.00 yearly; therefore, Mr. Pirty makes $2,528.00 a year.

for a family of five, theis wage is not enought for a family two.
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MITCHELLVILLE --- OEO SELF-HELP PROJECT

P. O. Box 567 -i-
Dumas, Arkansas 71630

COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Charles Kelly, Mayor
Charlie Portis

James Boone
Abraham McCarrell
Willie I. Dean

Ellis Goodloe

A. L. Grant

INTERVIEW: February 15, 1969

Issac Langston and Family:

NAME : Issac Langston AGE: 28

DATE:of BIRTH:

Telephone 382-5976

Mrs. Daisy Bates
Project Director

1-22-41

WIFE: Geneva Langston AGE: 24

DATE »of "BIRTH:

5-26-44

PRESENT ADDRESS: Dumas, Arkansas HOW LONG:

NUMBER OF CHILDREN: 5

NAMES :

Johnny L. Langston
Ammie Langston
Geneva Langston
Mary B. Langston
Tony Lee Langston

B
&1

oMW e~

moe

WORK EXPERIENCE: Farming, Bayau

Dumas,

4 months

Arkansas

EDUCATION:

Mr. Langston have lived in Desha County for 12 years.

2nd grade Dermott, Arkansas
AM.&N. Trade School for 4 months
Machanic

Mr. Langston's house

contain the following items:

2 rooms

2 beds

1 television

1 bench .
heater vent-pipe extends through window

RECOMENDATTIONS :

A better place to live.
Bring children to center to be fitted for clothing.

Attend adults basic education classes

0 el b mnledetbitte VT
Interviewed by “Frroeet a iy 77 ‘bl L&

I :j-.:-! lld‘
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Student Power Lifts Mitchellville

ﬁnce the colleges and universities harbor the reservoir of knowledge
that our society will operate on in the future, it seems practical
enough to put it to use while the student is still in school so those
fruitful years can be used to aid society and give him experience for
the job and place he will maintain when he graduates.

tist University in Arkadelphia,

Arkansas, have been traveling
several times a week at their own
expense to the small all-Negro town
of Mitchellville to assist in its “Boot-
straps” operation. It was their sur-
vey which brought the interest of
both Federal and state agencies into
focus upon this community of 600
people lost in the vast Mississippi
Delta. It was their interest in help-
ing others which gave local resi-
dents the motivation to improve
their individual education, to im-
prove their ability to operate their
own local government, and to im-
prove their homes and vocational
potential.

Quachita (pronounced WASH-i-
ta) University, operated by the
Southern Baptists, is local 70 miles
southwest of Little Rock, 35 miles
south of the beautiful Hot Springs
recreation area, and 150 miles from
Mitchellville. It is the latter trip
into the midst of flat cotton and rice
lands on the west side of Highway
65, heading to Dumas, for which 57
students, three of whom are Negro,
have been paying their own bus
fare. -

The Mitchellville idea was a long-

STUDENTS from Ouachita Bap-

MAY, 1968

—BoBBY STOVER
Arkansas Gazette

time dream of Mrs. Daisy Bates,
heroine of Little Rock, former pres-
ident of the Arkansas State Confer-
ence of NAACP branches, and cur-
rently a member of the Association’s
national Board of Directors. She
convinced Dr. Bob Riley, professor
of political science at Ouachita, a
former legislator and mayor of Ark-
adelphia, that Mitchellville could be
helped to help itself. He immediate-
ly recruited 21 volunteers from the
university’s political science classes
to take the first step—a careful and
detailed analysis of the town’s gen-
eral condition.

It began with a survey of the
homes by the Ouachita students and
ended with a community meeting
in the one-room town hall. When it
was over, plans had been made to
set up adult education classes and to
have student work projects to help
remove health hazards from th9§e
homes. Plans also called for an in-
vestigation to see what money could
be loaned or granted to lay a sewer
line, pave the streets, and provide
for individual home improvement.

The survey revealed that 45 of the
135 families in the town have an an-
nual income of less than $1,000.
Only 10 families earn more than

161
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85,000 a year. Approximately 80
per cent of the homes need repair-
ing or rebuilding. Mrs. Bates took
this information to New York for
a conference with Roy Wilkins,
NAACP executive director, who
pledged the Association’s support.
She then went to Washington to
confer with Dr. Robert C. Weaver,
Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development; Theodore Berry, Dep-
uty Director of the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity; and Orville
Freeman, Secretary of Agriculture.
Each agency representative ex-
pressed concern and stated that his

Iy
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agency would cooperate in Mitchell-
ville’s desire to help itself.

“A sewerage system would cost
these people too much — maybe
$80,000 or $90,000. So we're going
to explore the possibility of getting
a grant,” Mrs. Bates had said. The
town had put in a water line during
the summer by borrowing $43,500
from the Federal Government and
getting a grant for the same amount.
This in itself was enough to put the
municipal resources in a tight bind.

The streets are almost as big a
problem. When it rains, a car can
hardly operate in the mud. It is

u\
Vi

o g

.

Ouachita .Bapr:'.sr University students of Arkadelphia,
Ark., installing playground equipment in Mitchellville.
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nearly impossible to walk from one
house to the next without sinking a
shoe into the street.

As Dr. Riley said, “These people
need to get their sewerage in first, if
possible, because if they put their
streets down and then can get
enough money for the sewerage sys-
tem, the streets would have to he
torn up and they can’t afford to
waste anything.”

After Secretary Ireeman’s en-
dorsement of the Mitchellville effort,
John Baker, assistant administrator,
made an announcement of the en-
dorsement at a public meeting in
Pine Bluff. The Department of Agri-
culture promised a grant of $60,000
and a loan of $42,000 for a sewer
and treatment facility. The estimated
cost of the total sewer system is
$105,000.

Mitchellville has also applied to
HUD for a $6,000 planning grant
and to OEO for $39,000 for a sum-
mer education grant to operate a
program that will run from May
through August.

While all this was going on, Dr.
Riley suggested that Ouachita
groups could provide such -assist-
ance as painting the houses and add-
ing some “frills” which would im-
prove the homes. In addition, the
students started work on four pro-
grams—adult education, discussion
of basic political ideas in an effort
to establish better self-government,
a recreation program, and classes in
reading and writing.

Gary R. Cheatham, chairman of
the student committee on housing
and planning, said: “We hope to
either help the people of Mitchell-
ville to improve their homes to
much higher standards or, in some

MAY, 1968

Pictured above are Charles Kelly, 93-
year-old Mayor of Mitchellville, and
Dr. Bob Riley discussing plans for
the town.

cases, to provide assistance in build-
ing new homes.” According to stu-
dent chairman Bobhy Bulloch, his
classes in adult education “will in-
clude election procedures and duties
of elected officials. The role of the
individual in county and state elec-
tions and general political behavior
will also be discussed.”

Two of Ouachita’s Negro athletes,
Robert Cornelius and Virgil Wilson,
conduct the recreation program.
Soon after this aspect of the pro-
gram was announced, the Arkansas
State Conference joined the univer-
sity in donating considerable play-
ground equipment—swings, slides,
basketballs, gloves, bats, and the
like.

Jamil M. Shami is a student spe-
cialist in the Laubah method, a sim-
plified program for teaching read-
ing and writing. On March 9, the
literacy campaign in Mitchellville
was launched. “With six teachers
from the community, reinforced
later on with the ‘each one, teach
one’ approach, we believe that we
can lift every illiterate in Mitchell-
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ville to adequate literacy and a par-
ticipating role in the community de-
velopment within one year,” Mr.
Shami said.

As overall project director, Mrs.
Bates noted that “The students are
from varied social, economic and
cultural backgrounds. We have one
from New York, one from Milwau-
kee and one from Shreveport. One
of the young ladies from Arkansas,
who has been with the project since
it started, came to us last week in
tears saying that her father had for-
bidden her to work on the project.
He is an officer in the Ku Klux
Klan, She was determined to con-
tinue working with the Mitchellville
project, so she agreed to serve as
secretary for the student committees
on the campus.”

In a conversation with Mrs.
Bates, Dr. Riley summed up the
Ouachita group’s feelings. “We're
all students and we’re all learning.
We're willing to supply willing
hearts and hands and we'd like to
feel we’re available when you need
us. This is just the opening of a
better way of life for all who live
here.”

It is just the beginning, for there
are many, many things to be accom-
plished both despite and because of
the excellent beginning. Books must
be collected for a community center
to be established. Sewing machines
are needed for the new training cen-
ter in which 35 of the women will
produce pillow cases, laundry bags,
ironing board covers, and other sim-
Ele mass production items in the

eginnings of a home industry.
There is one building in the town
suited to this type work.

The needs of Mitchellville for an

164

industry are great, but there is no
structure in which to house them.
Additional structures and factories
would have to be constructed before
any manufacturing could be under-
taken. Conversations with several
leaders of the business and indus-
trial community are under way al-
ready to meet this need.

Initial successes of Bootstraps
have come because of the careful
organization which has gone into
the entire effort. Ouachita Baptist
University is serving as applicant
agency or sponsor of the project.
This institution has been involved
in a number of programs designed
to help the poor and the education-
ally and economically deprived—

Megen Riley, Annette Walker and
Debbie Racey, left to right, playing
at the training center in Mitchellville.

Head Start, Upward Bound, prepa-
ration of teachers for assignments in
integrated schools, and the Arkansas
OEO Rural Training Program in
Little Rock. Aside from Mrs. Bates,
who serves as project director, and
Dr. Bob C. Riley, who is chief con-
sultant, Mrs. Callie Portis, an area
resident, and a teacher, is the as-

THE CRISIS
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A group of Green Thumb workers on their
way to work for the first time in years.

sistant director. There is also a stu-
dent coordinator.

The most important staff assist-
ance the project has comes from
the college students who have par-
ticipated. They have conducted
classes in citizenship, basic business
math, recreation, etiquette, the arts,
etc. These college students consti-
tute the backbone of the Mitchell-
ville Project and are considered a
necessity for the program’s future
success.

As the recruiting apparatus for
students and the frame of reference
for student involvement at Mitchell-
ville, Quachita added a course to its
curriculum which is called Political
Science 491. The regular weekly
programs weré begun the third week
in January. In response to a stated
need by a group of teenage girls, an
element was added to the curriculum
designated “charm course” or sug-

MAY, 1968

gestions of how one should act in
unfamiliar circumstances.

A major in arts, a major in home
economics, a major in elementary
education and a physicial education
major have innovated a course
which alters from week to week de-
pending upon the interests and sug-
gestions of the 35 or more Mitchell-
ville teenagers and young mothers
who have responded to this presen-
tation. There is a high level of com-
munication based upon respect and
informality which have been present
from the start.

Back in Mitchellville, the young-
sters are getting their share of at-
tention. Virginia LaCook, chairman
of the pre-school and Head Start
committee, puts it this way:

“We have a wide range of chil-
dren in our group. At our last meet-
ing we had an attendance of three
pre-school children and ten school-
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age children ranging from ages 6 to
12, We did an experiment with the
children, provided for us by our
education psychology teacher using
some ideas on the center of gravity.
From this study we prepared a re-
port which was given to an educa-
tional psychology class.

“We are now in the process of set-
ting up a program with a speech
therapy student who will be work-
ing with the children on their speech
problems. We hope through this pro-
gram we will be able to help some
of the children to overcome their
problem in communicating.”

Beginning with Robert Hutchins,

many educators and educational
consultants have admonished small
liberal arts colleges that they will
continue to have difficulty in secur-
ing needed financial support unless
these colleges become an active and
integral part of the communities in
which they are located. Whether
Ouachita is consciously following
this advice or not, it certainly has
involved itself deeply in the com-
munity. Benefits are coming already
to Mitchellville and to the Univer-
sity. And the students are getting an
education and an experience that
isolated study on a college campus
never could provide them.

(PHOTOS BY GARLAND BRADSHAW of Pine Bluff Commercial)

THIRTY YEARS OF LYNCHING IN THE UNITED STATES
* 1889-1918

$1.00 per copy

Send orders to The Crisis, 1790 Broadway,
New York, New York 10019

166

THE CRISIS



. APPENDIX G ' 88
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION

B - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

0L Jan231e

I

Mrs. Daisy Bates
1207 West 28th Street
Little Rock, Arkansas 72200

Bt e ’ Dear Mrs, Bates:
It was nice to have an oppo“tunity to meet and
visit with you while yqu were in Washington

last week.

. ¢ felt that the meeting with agriculture
OfflClals on January 16 was beneficial,

. Certainly, I am hopeful that the Departmcnt

: " can be of assistance to ths Town of Mitchellville,
".You may be assured that we will do all that

we can within our authorities. We will also’

try to get assistance from other departments

that will centribute to the project in which

you so enthusiastically support.

T

cerely yours,

i . by 1l G. W. Fe Cavender
: Assistant Administrator
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‘Jenuary 31, 1968

Mr. Dutch Cavender

Farmers Home Administration

U. 5. Departuent of Agriculturae
Washington, D. C. 20250

ir . Cavender:_

Nacdless to say, I am on “eloud nine” hbout the Mitchellville Project.
Mr. !lankins and Mr, Leonard Carter have heen most helpful in the
Mitchallville Project, Mr. Jesse Mason from the State F,H.A. Office
and Mr. Silas Glover, Jr. froa the Decha County F,hH.A. Office along
with students and faculty members from Ouachita Baptist College and
wmyself orgzanized a training program January 27, 1964 in Mitchellville.
Cources will be offered in Political Science, Basic Adult Education,

and Recreation each Saturdsy wmorning. We plan to enlarge the training
prograa to include many other subjects such as (providing services to the
youngsters in Mitchellville that will enable them to develon their
abilities to the fullest extent end to assist students with learning
problems).

I know this 1s an ambitious program to undertake without funds; however,
I feel with the dedicated group such as we have working with us, we can
accouplish a great deal until funds are available.

We filed an application with the State F.H.A. for a sewer system on
January 27, 1968, and we are meeting with the Technical Action Panel,
Executive Comrittee on February 12, 1968.

Again, my sincere gratitude for your help and your leadership in this
project., ;

Sincerely yours,

Daisy 3ates

DB/g}
Enclosura N ) ==
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OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250
February 14, 1968
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Mrs. Daisy Bates

Arkansas OEQ Rural Training Program
1511 Chester Street

Little Rock, Arkansas 72202

Dear Mrs, Bates:

Thank you for your good letter of January 31, and
the attached newspaper clipping and photographs.
You made a favorable impact here on your visit to
Washington. The merits of your project earned the
encouragement you got from USDA personnel.

As you know, I have directed each of our agencies

to use all of their applicable legislative authori-
zations, their outreach function under Executive Order
11307, and their personnel to cooperate in making a
success of this most worthwhile undertaking. You can
be assured of their help wherever possible.

You are also assured of my continued interest: and support,
therefore, do not hesitate to call on me when I can be
helpful.

Sincerely,

G 18"~

Johh|A. Baker
Asgistant Secretary
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT o ~ SOUTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
0 EFICE OF ECONOMIC : 4TH FLOOR LGWICH BUILDING

AUSTIH, TEXAS 78701

HEUBIM M\ﬂ \17 | August 9, 1968

Yrs. Dalsy Bates

Arkansas Office of Eeconomic Opportunity
. Rural Trainilng Program

' 1511 Chester Street

Little Rock, Arkansas 72202

| Dear lMrs. Bates:

. Following our conversation the other day, this is uo confirm That our
office will be happy to accent the modification in the Mitchellville

" Bootstrap Program whereby either Ouachita Baptist University or City

i Council of Mitchellville became a delegate agency of the Bradley County
. Community Action AvenCJ.

Under these cirrumftanccg, the grant would still go to Eradley Touniy,
‘but a third party contract would be executed between the grantec and th
organization actually operating the program in Mitchellvilie rather than

&

b havlnv the nrogram operated by the Bradley County stafl. I'b was my under-

standing that you intend to explore this possibility with all parties con-
cerned including, of course, the Bradley County Ccomrunity Action Azeney
which would be one party to the contract.

I regreu the breakdown in communication that apparsntly occured earlisr in
he funding of this project. I believe that the delegate agency srrange-

ment combines the virtues of working through an existing FAA with some
flexibility in the actual operation and implementation of the work program.

#f
i

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.

" Sincerely,

i ?g’{.{:-'tt }_4.'-/;'.‘1.'
- N ‘4// red D. Baldwin
.~ Regional CAP Administrator
ce: Mr, James W. Earnest ‘ - '
Mr, Glen L. Jermstad

Mr. Theodore M. Berry
Mr. Tom Mata
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W.W.CAMPBELL ,CHAIRMAN
W.M.CAMPBELL, PRESIDENT

OUR 83rd YEAR

Mrs. L. C. Bates
Mitchellville, Arkansas

Dear Mrs. Bates:

I am delighted to read in Sunday's Democrat the fine story outlining the
outstanding job you are doing in rebuilding Mitchellville., I was impressed
with the development of the project when you gave us an opportunity in
Washington to see the plans you were working on. The undertaking is much
greater than what could be seen at that time. We are so glad you have the
cooperation and support of all the government agencies and those in high
places in Washington and the state. We wish for you complete success, and
know that you are getting great satisfaction out of making Mitchellville a
place that the citizenship can be proud of and enjoy the conveniences that
they deserve.

Kindest regards,

Sincerely,

e
-

kf//. /,-\‘./
//0 . 7L AL G \
W. W. Campbell

Chairman

WWC:mm



WILBUR D. MILLS
2D DiST., ARKANSAS
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CHAIRMAN:
COMMITTEE ON

93 WAYS AND MEANS

Congress of the Enited States “WerEsa Reveoe

PHouse of Representatives

tWashington, D.C.

Little Rock, Arkansas
November 26, 1968

Mrs. Daisy Bates

Director

OEQ Self-Help Project

Post Office Box 567
Mitchellville, Arkansas 71639

Dear Mrs, Bates:

Thank you for your letter of November 23 and
for forwarding to me a copy of your letter to
Assistant Secretary Baker,

There are a number of communities in Arkansas
vhich need assistance and we have been working intensely
to try and assist all of them and, certainly, we will
be glad to work to help you and Mitchellville,

of cburse, whether the Department of Agriculture
is in a position to help Mitchellville will depend to
a great extent on the amount of funds that are available,
but we will get in touch with Assistant Secretary Baker.
With kindest regards and best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

o
Wilbur D, Mills

wDM/ ji

TAXATION
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION

P. 0. Box 2778
Little Rock, Arkamsas - 72203
November 26, 1968

Mrs, Daisy Bates

Director

Mitchellville - OEO Self-Help Project
P. 0. Box 567

Dumas, Arkansas 76130

Dear Mrs. Bates:

This is in reply to your letter of November 23, 1968 concerning the
loan and grant application from the Town of Mitchellville for the con-
struction of a sewage system.

As you know, a loan docket was completed for this project and a request
was made to our National Office for the loan and grant funds necessary
to implement-the project. Our National Office advised us by memorandum
dated November 20, 1968 that additicnal funds are not available at this
time.

We are maintaining this project on our processing schedule for further
action as soon as loan and grant funds become available.

Sincerely yours,

State Director
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UEC9 ‘1968

Mrs, Daisy Bates

Director

Mitchellville=0OEQO Self~Help Project
P.0, Box 567

Dumas, Arkansas 71639

Dear Mrs, Bates:

Thank you for taking the time to send me your report
and to brief me on your progress during your first
month of operation, You sound as if you have been
busy, I am pleased to hear it because there is so
much work to be done, not only in your community but
in the "Mitchellvilles'" elsewhere,

Please accept my personal appreciation for the efforts
which you and your friends in Mitchellville are making,

Sincerely,

I (e

‘i-‘u\\{ .
Theodore M, Berry
Director

Community Action Program
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

DEC 3 186h

- -

Mrs. Daisy Bates, Director
Mitchellville Office of Economic
Opportunity Self-Help Project

Post Office Box 567
Dumas, Arkansas 71639

Dear Mrs. Bates:

We have been asked to reply to your letter of November 19
concerning the processing of an application to develop a
sower gystem for the community of Mitchellville, Desha County %
Arkansas.

All grant and loan funds available for Arkansas have been
committed for this fiscal year. Our state office is reviewing
all active applications on hand at the present time. The
town officials will be contacted as soon as this evaluation
is completed.

Our ability to finance this project will be dependent upon
the amount of grant and loan funds made available for our
sever and water facilities program.

Sincer

Adninistrator
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314 West 11th Street
Austin, Texas 78701

JAN 14 1969 APPENDIX G | 97
Thomas Mata, Jr., SW/CKN

Request for Budget Change

Mrs, Daisy Bates, Director
Mitchellville Self-Help Project
P. 0, Box 567

Dumas, Arkansas 71639

This will acknowledge receipt of the CAP 43 requesting a 30 day
extension of the present program in Mitchellville and a suggested
budget proposal for continuation of the project.

I am enclosing a supply of revised CAP 43 forms which are currently
in use, Since the one you submitted is on an obsolete form I must
ask you to re-submit your request, If your request is simply to
continue to operate using unexpended funds, the amount in column
"E" would be the same as column "B", If, however, you wish to re=-
quest ehanges in the budget categories, please indicate these
changes in either column "C" or "D" as applicable,

I wish it were possible for me to offer you some encouragement on
continuing the project in Desha County, It did appear from prelim-
inary projections that this might be possible, However, information
at hand as of this date does not support our earlier optimism,

Since the project was originally funded as "one-shot" demonstration
with special funds not included in the statutory allocation for
Arkansas, it does not now appear that it will bo pessible to re-~
fund it,

Should any change occur before the end of your program year, I
_will contact you immediately.

L) Wby Sop VS
Thomas Mata, Jr.

District Supervisor-Arkansas/New Mex1co
Community Action Program

cc: Jim Rogers, Director
Bradley County CAC

¥ - Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds
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DY INSURANCE AGENCY . Silvey Corporation
122 EAST WATERMAN : Tri-State Insurance Company
! \ Farmers and Merchants Insurance Company
DUMAS, ARKANSAS 71639
APPENDIX G Midwestern Insurance Company
PHONE EV-2.4435 New American Life Insurance Company
Silvey Finance
10 Feb’rua‘ry 1969 Kim Premium Finance

Mvrs. Daisy Bates, Divector,
Mitchellville Self-Help Project
Mitchel lville, Arkansas

Deayr Mvs. Bates:

This leller is an expression of the appreciation of the work and the leadevship
which you have done in the past few months for the people of Mitchel lville
as well as the Dumas area.

During the past sixteen years, I have worked with the people of Mitchel lville
regarding their insurance problems and I know that priov to your coming to
Mitchel lville, the people were both ignovant and unconcerned vegarding theivr
needs. They were primary intevested only with today's needs and did not
concern themselves with their future needs.

Since you came to Mitchel lville and provided the fine leadership, the people
of Mitchellville have begun to move forward in taking theiv responsibililies
in society. No longer ave they content to live just for the day, but they are
eagey lto up-grade theiv station in life and become part of and contvibute to
the society in which they live.

I want to thank you for your assi stance and wovk in forming the Mitchel lville
Property Owners Association. Through this organization, the people of
Mitchellville are able to exert theiv influence with the City Council to guide
them in planning the City affaivs. The members of this ovganization are able
to accepl responsibilities denied them before to raise theiv standards of living
and improve their lot. Through this ovganization, we are able to provide group
hospitalization, disability, and life insurance at a cost which they can af ford.
Through your leadership, these needs have been pointed out to the people and
they have accepled the challenge with vigor. ,

§
Milchellville is no longer the town which it was just a few short months ago.
The people are eager to improve themselves and they are impyoving the City
with it. They are now improving theiv ‘homes, theiv streets, and their ulilites.

"' This can be at!;;ibuted'directdy to your fine leaderskip and hard work.

Very truly yours,




From Gazelle Press Services

al department heads in her at-

community in Southeast Arkan-
sas. :

Mrs. Bates Tak

«
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[read il and told her, “You can

Mrs. Daisy Bates, executive bet your life we will give you
secretary of the Arkansas chap- full support.”

ter of the National Association| Mrs. Bates was told to make
for the Advancement of Colored application for a federal grant

People, spent three days last|{hat would pay up to 50 per cent
week in conferences with feder-|of the cost for the sewer sys-

tem. Dr. Riley's students had

tempt to get improvements forifound the system to be fthe
tiny Mitchellville, an all-Negro town’s most immediate need.

“We now have to find the
other 50 per cent,” Mrs. Bates

Her efforts were rewarded|said. “So we will go to Governor

Thursday with the announce.

Rockeleller to see if the state

ment bv John Baker. assistant‘has any money. If he gives us

secratary of Aericultvre, ‘hot be

20 per cent, then we will have

was imoressed bv the oroject 30 per cent to go. We'll look at

and would give it all the co-
oneration possible.

Baker was in Arkansas with
other federal officials to speak

Arkansas A&M and N College at
Pine Bluff. Ira Kaye, rural co-
ordinator for the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity also was at
the Conference and joined local

for a first-hand loook.
-~ According to Dr. Bob Riley, a

Ouachita Baptist  University.

Peace Corns workers in Nenal

seen.”

Teviate the situation.

Town Went Broke,
Used Up Credit

$43.500 each.

town's imorovement.

round of conferences with a

man.

d . Bates prosente
fhian a enpy of a recent Arkan

! Ira
liville's plight. Free~

at the Rural Life Conference at

In December, Mrs. Bates, Dr. o ~
Riley and 21 of his students, : gt Tl
went into Mitehellville to begin =
surveys that hopefully would '
lead to federal h.lp and the Tl

30-minute interview with Azri-| .
culture Secretary Orville Frees

ra article on

"[[oundat'mns or any place we
'might get the rest of it.”

She estimates that a sewer
project would cost $99,000.

The sewer system would just
be the beginning, Mrs. Bates
said. “After that, we are going
to look for roads. And after that
we are going to do something
about housing fo replace those

officials in towring Mitehellville|aritchellville shacks.”

Freeman told her that she did
a good job in presenting her

political science professor atjcase.

She replied, *“Well, you have

who is helping Mrs. Bates withlto talk fast in Arkansas to get
the project, Kave, a formerianything.” )

and the Philinpines, found the
Mitchellville housing to be
“egme of the worse he had ever

However, Dr. Rilev said,|
Kave folt that hecause it was in'
the Tlnitad Sta‘es, at leest
something could be donz tr al-

The noverty-seddled town with -
a population of 327. just north of i
Dumas on U.S, Highway 65, is
hroke with no monev available
for basic municinal needs. Last
summar, tha city used up its
credit installing a water line
with a federal loan and grant of

As a followun, Mrs. Bates ’ q
went tn Washineton to make *
personal plezs, She ended her )

es Plea to Capital;
U.S. Comes to Aid of Mitchellville

Dr. Riley said Saturday that
his students would start work
this week on four programs—
adult education;

basic political ideas in an effort
to establish better self govern-
a recreation program,;
and classes in reading and writ-

discussion of

He said one of his students
was a specialist in the Laubach
method, a simplified program of
teaching reading and writing. '

Two of Ouachita’s Negro ath- |
letes. Robert Cornelius and Vir-
gil Wilson, will conduct the rec-
reation program, Dr. Riley said.|_
One of Quachita’s women bas-
kethall players will assist.

The town’s jail house, which
has never been used, will bs
turned into a storage room for
the recreation equipment.

“If you're not going to lock up
people, then use the facility for|
something more constructive,”
Dr. Riley said.
said that Mitchellville
Mayor Charles Kelley, 93, who
has been mayor since the town
was incorporated in 1962, haf
indicated that the town has’
for recreational use.

1




By BOBBY STOVER

The Mitchellville development
project begun by Dr. Bobh Riley
and Ouachita students may he the
start of a nation-wide program
designed along the lines of the
Peace Corps and Vista.

Bob Brousseau, a representla-

tive from the Office of Economic.

Opportunity, has become interest-
ed in the Mitchellville program.
He has sought help from the OEO
to finance the Mitchellville pro-
ject as an experiment which, if
successful, can be expanded over
the nation.

The project has been temporar-
ily entitled: “The College Corps.”
Star Classes
Working with the Community
Action Agency in Texarkana, the
Ouachita group will also start
conducting  classes at  places
. where they are neceded in South-
west Arkansas. The program will
be financed by OEO for six weeks

near the end of this semester.

\s Starter tor

At the end of the experimental
period, an evaluation will  be
made by Brousseau and the QEO
‘o decide whether the program is
{feasible enough to set up on a
nationwide scale.

A limit of 50 has been placed
an the number of student volun-
teers who can participate in the
exnerimental project on a regu-
lar basis. This will mean at least
ane ‘trip to an underdeveloped
area cach week for six weeks.
Other part-time volunteers = per-
forming a special service may ac-

company the regulars when the
need arises. g
Areas of Service

The group will be split into

Yreas of service including recrea-
tien, home management, teach-
ing basies of government and
teaching writing and reading, plus
other ficlds which are considered
needed by the Community Action
Agency.

The ageney is a coordinator of

. Mitcheliville

AEAR LY

H o 2.8 o e q
lational §

federal programs and has sought
out target areas where the stu-
dents can werk.

All work will be on a veolunteer
basis, with OEO paying only for
travel and meals, if any are miss-
ed.

“We mmust maintain the volun-
‘e’ aspeet  of . the program,”
Brousseau said, “or else we're
going to lose the very thing that
makes this so different.”

A faculty member will be over-
all coordinator at the school while
a student, either a graduate stu-
dent or a senior taking graduate
courses, will act as student co-
ordinator. These two and a sec-
retary will be the only paid peo-
ple in the program. They will re-
ceive a part-time salary.

Eneugh Organization

“We feel that this is enough or-
sanization, because if we get
much more, we will get it tangled
in all the rest of the government
bureaucracy. This is something

he

most economical of all g
ment programs and would
supply hundreds of thousany/i

\ : ' ' Continued From Page 1

\ supply in the form of teaching
¢ and training. A group of students
c*has gone down each Saturday
**since the spring semester began.

’ * .0 If the experiment is successful
i and the OEQO approves a national
" 'program, colleges will "be assign-
. ,Aed,areas," probably within a ra-
dius of 75 miles. In this way six
. or seven colleges could cover the

f average size state,

0y

. i -- I Br(_)usgeau said he was surpris-'
’ ' ed someone hadn't thought of at:

tempting anything similar before
because, *“‘the college students fits
so perfectly into a project of this
type.”

Although a nationwide programd

could run into millions of dollars.

man hours to help the poor

pliigailitn

we want to avoid.” Brousseau ex-
plained.

The six-weeks funded program
will start near the end of March
and end in the middle of May.
After that, a summer experiment
will be tried if the first one is a
success. ‘ i

Originally the Ouachita group
started -a survey at Mitchellville,
an all-Negro community with a
ponulation of 527, to see what
could he done to help the town.
The survey, held last December,
showed the town to he lacking in
nearly everything. It has no sew-
age system, gas lines, or paved
roads. Most of its inhabitants are
very old or very young, and many
are illiterate.

Emphasis Shifted

At fivst the emphasis was put
on what the stucents could obtain
through the federal and state gov-
ernments, but now it has shifted
to what the students can directly
(See *‘Mitchellville” on Page

said, it would be oneﬂ

3
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Special to The Commercial

LITTLE ROCK — The
‘“Bootstraps’’ training
program planned for
Mitchellville this summer by
students from Ouachita
Baptist University at
Arkadelphia may be cancelled

for lack of funds, Mrs. Daisy
Bates of the state Office of
_ Economic Opportunity said
today.

In a letter dated May 2,
Gerson M. Green, director of
the Research and
Demonstration Section of the
federal O EO's Community
Action Program at
Washington, told Dr. Ralph A,
Phelps Jr., president of
Quachita, that'the OEO would
not fund the project because

““student volunteer projects in

APPENDIX H

planning and provision of
services are not, as such, new
programs.”

“The ‘Bootstraps’ proposal

is neither new mor an
innovative approach to a
recegnized vehicle of
community activity, and
therefore is not appropriate
for funding ..."” Green

wrote, adding that he hoped
funds could be obtained from

.

another source.

Mrs. Bates said had
appealed to Congressman
Wilbur D. Mills of Kensett and
the director of the Community

Action Program to reconsider
the program.

Application for the $39,000
grant was made in April and
the program was scheduled to
begin May 1 and continue until
August 31. It was to include a

P
.

v

-

summer education program
and general community
development for the all-Negro
town about a mile north of
Dumas on Highway 65-South,

Mrs. Bates said eight
students from Mitchellville
had heen accepted in colleges.
Part of the planned program
would have had OQuachita

studenls tutoring the eight
studﬂnts

in addition to their tutori

classes, she said, the hig
school students would work
the community and eaj
money to help pay the
college expenses.

If the program is n
funded, Mrs. Bates said, ther
still may be a limite
program using volunteey
exclusively

o
o
—
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Hitehellville

Citizens Llake
Dumas, Ark. — July 24, 1968

marked another step forward
for the citizens of Mitchellville,

proximately one (1) mile from
Dumas, Arkansas, with some
150 displaced farm families in
the community. The town of
Mitchellville is the first town
in Arkansas to sign a contract
'with the Stale Planning Com-|

mission during the fiscal year. -

Mr. Leonard Winget, represent-f
ative for the State Planning
Commission, presided over the
meeting.

The town of Mitchellville ac-
cepted and signed the proposed?
contract presented by Mr. Win-
get for the grant in the sum of
$6,000 from HUD, which the
town agreed to pay one fourth
(%) of the grant. A check was
presented to Mr. Winget at the
close of th® meeting in that
amount.

Present at the meeting were
Mr. Don Strohmeyer, City Plan-
ner of Little Rock, Father
Thomas McVeigh Smith, former
president of the Hot Springs
Branch NAACP, presently with
the Catholic Churches, Mrs.
‘Daisy Bates, director of the
Training and Development Pro-
gram for Mitchellville, the
Mayor of Mitchellville, Mr.

Charles Kelly, and the council|

members.

The council also signed a con-
tract with the State Planning
Commission to employ Mr. Don |
Strohmeyer as the planning
consultant for the town.

Urban, ground and rural maps

Another Big Siep

a small rural community ap-,

. will be given to the town for
its use. Goals and objectives will
have to be discussed and pIan-!
ned for future land use. It is al-'
so left to the city to consult
with the city consultant to plan
any redevelopment for the city.

The 1st proposed project for
(Continued on page 8)

f rd
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Mitel:lville
(Continued from Page 1)

'the community under the plan-
ning grant will be a Fire House.
Lumber for the proposed Fire
House has been drawn by Mr.
Strohmeyer, the planning con-
sultant for the town. Volunteer
firemen will be organized a_nd
trained to master the fire equip-

102

Ement, which is to be donated t
‘the town also.

Following the signing of th
contracts with the State Plar!
ning Commission, the presente.
tion of supplies and fabrics, dc
‘nated by Mr. Dave Grundfest ¢
Little Rock, for the sewin
center of Mitchellville, was pre
sented by Mrs. Daisy Bates, di
rector of the Mitchellvill
Training and Development Pro
gram, ) ‘

On July 10, 1968, sewing ma,
chines were presented to th'
town by the Arkansas repre
sentative for the Singer Sewin;
Machine Company of New York
The donation was made at th
request of Mr. William R. Mor
ris, director of Housing for th
NAACP.

Mrs. Bates said, “the sewint
center is just the first step o
the proposed project. The cent
er has chosen for its first pro
ject the making of clothing fo
students who are to attend col
lege this fall.
| The Mitchellville Training
iand Development Program i
\the first program ever planned
presented, and accepted, by anc
for the citizens of this poverty
stricken area. The project wil

_cost approximately $20,000. I

is planned to provide the citi
zens of Mitchellville with ¢
“new look on life”. The progran
was developed on the needs anc
problems of the community. T
will be in existence for fow
months. :
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Community Plan Being Dev eloped For Mitchellville

Mitchellville--The members
of the City Planning Com-
mission for Mitchellville and
Len Wingate, director of com-
munity planning with Mrs. Ellen
Ford and Don Strohmeyer met
Thursday evening in the city
hall to make plans for the city.

Mr, Strohmeyer made a talk
on various ways to improve the
town and showed maps of
areas around Mitchellville., He
pointed out the things that
Mitchellville is urgently inneed
of as housing, streets and a
sewerage system. Otherthings
that Mitchellville citizens hope
to have are recreational faci-
lities and a fire station, They
also need an industry,

Mrs. Ford stressed beauti-
fication and pointed out littered

The members of the committee
are Alex Dodds, Linda Clay,
Mrs, Nellie Mae Young, Mrs,
Callie Portis and Willie Dean,

streets, old abandoned carsand
trucks and weed grown lots.
The commitiee agreed to give
a 30 day notice of these things.
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MAYOR CHARLES KFILLFEY of Mitchellville,
left, presents a check for $1.547 to Len Wingate for
Mitchellville's share of cost of preparing a compre-
hensive plan for the City of Mitchellville. Not shown

~ in the picture but present for the ceremony were Mrs,

Ellen Ford., Arkansas Planning Commission beautifi-
cation director. and Don Strohmeyer, city planning
commission. o ,
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Daisy Bi'_egmes Nee:

By BERT CARLETON
Of The Commercial Stafl

Mrs. Daisy Bates, who said she
didn’'t speak in churches very often
anymore because Christians “have let
me down as Christians . . . have let the
whole world down,” told a Women’s Day
audience here yesterday that American
Negroes needed a new self-image.

Mrs. Bates, a long-time civil rights
worker who became well known during
the Little Rock school integration crisis
of 1957, spoke at Cherry Street AME
Zion Church at 800 Cherry Street. She is
a former president of the State
Conference of Branches of the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored Peaple.

Although the theme for the morning
worship was “Women’s Challenge in
Perilous Times,” Mrs. Bates ventured
from this theme to speak on the crying
need among Negroes for persons who
think of themselves as beautiful and can
thereby live lives of dignity and self
respect.

She began her speech by saying that
“somewhere along the line Christian
people have not lived up to the Christian
ufe.” :

Mrs. Bates told of her childhood
memories of seeing her grandmother
pray again and again for blessings only
to be left with nothing in the way of an
improved existence when she died.

Mrs. Bates said she learned from
this never to pray for things but to pray
for “the knowledge and courage to face
life.”

White people, Mrs. Bates said, had
come to her many times in the course of
past years and told her that they
thought Negroes liked the f[ilthy
conditions in which they lived.

She said that she did not like these

- conditions and that she was not afraid to
say so and to work to overcome them.

< d =
:-i;‘

“I'm tired,” she said. “I want
justice. T think of myseif as a first-class
human being and I want justice.”

Mrs. Bates said that by doing such -
things as teaching their children to love
white dolls, the Negroes were
perpetuating an inferior self{-image
in their culture. She said that in all the
“white liberal” homes in which she had
been she had never seen a white child
with a dark-skinned doll.

She held up a picture of the late
Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. at one -
point in her talk and asked her listeners
to stand in the heritage of the slain civil
rights leader in order to give their
children an image which would enable
them to live active and constructive
lives.

In speaking of today’s young
Negroes, Mrs. Bates said they wanted
freedom and were tired of living in
shacks and going to schools which did
not teach them to compete in today's
world. il

She said that youth was rebelling
because the older generations had not
done a good enough job of creating a
liveable world for them.

The real desire of today’s young
blacks, Mrs. Bates continued, is not to
associate with whites but to secure for
t_hgmselves good educations and good
jobs.

In order to get these things, she
said, youth has recognized that it needs
not only political rights, but economic
rights as well.

To gain these rights she said two
groups — the revolutionaries and the
militants — have formed within black
activist circles.

The revolutionaries, Mrs. Bates said,
“‘are those who plan strategy and really
dedicate themselves to the cause.” The
militants, she said, “dedicate themselves

(Continued on Page 2)
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Daisy Bates: Create NewSeH !magé

to action.”

As an illustration that black youths
are capable of gaining good educations,
Mrs. Bates told of a young Negro girl
who was a recent graduate of Central
High School in Little Rock. Mrs. Bates
said the girl went to her high school
guidance counselor to ask her about
attending college. The graduate had a B

counselor to attend a college which was
predominantly Negro.

The young girl turned to Mrs. Bates
for counseling and several colleges were
contacted. Mrs. Bates said the girl
received several good offers and
eventually accepted a $17,000 scholarship
to one of the top colleges in the United
States.

Mrs. Bates said that this was one of
the “little black children” who, people
were saying in 1957, couldn’t learn. To
Mrs. Bates the fact that the girl had
gained the scholarship was sufficient

average, Mrs. Bates said, but was evidence to show that Negroes could and
advised by her ‘realistic” guidance would learn. 7
. . .
L} »
= - . b
»
~ ? <5 )
. :
’ P /

Urging the congregation to mor
active lives, Mrs. Bates 'told th
audience that “if you are a rea
Christian you won’t worry about bombs
in churches or homes, but will work fo
a better life.

She also noted that often in churche
she had attended the concern of th
ministers was to describe in detail t

their congregations how wonderful lif
would be in heaven.

She closed her talk by urging al
those present to build the kind of lif
and existence they dream of here an
now instead of waiting for heaven,

[t
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Mitchellville -~ The citizens
of Mitehiellville launched a

$3,000 Fund-Raising arive
Thursday, November @8, at

theoir town meesting tohelp raise
funds for a Mulli-Purpcse
Center for Mitchellville, The
center will house a Day-{are
center, Post Office, FireTiouse,
Public Library, class rooins,
ete,

Mitchellville received an
OEQO Seli-Eelp Graut for $20,-
000 for training and dzveloping
program. The Mitchellville-
OEOQ Seif-Help Projecthasbeen
in operation since Oelober 10,
1968, and will extend throuzh
March 1, 1989,

Mrs, Daisy Bates, dirsclor
from Little Roek, stated when
asked why she chose Mitehzll-
ville for such aproject, and how
much she expected {o accom-
plish in such time with such a
small grant said, “I thougit a~
bout it a longtime beforeImade
the decision to move to Mitel
ellvilie, Whenlfirsidiscow:
the plight of Michellville andt
problams facing the rural poo
I was naive enowgh to t
that if T called the allention

“ ﬁE
e
d .h.ﬁ;/

( Veomsene
B :

B dh e N S

of the needs and conditions of
Mitchellville to various Stais
and Federal agencies, that

gomething would be done fo re-
lieve the deplorable cowiitions
of which the rural poor are
subjected,

“With this in mind, T made
several trips to Washington and
numerous long distance calls
pleading the case of the rural
poor. Mitehellville became a
symbol of all the poor and neg-
lected rural citizens of Lhis
country. I visited urban cities
where thousands of dollars are
being spent mostly tokeepdown
trouble, ricts, ete,, yet very
little was beingdone to alleviate
the deprivation of the rural
poor, Our friends and organi-
zations loblied for more liberal
lezislations for the rural poor,

*As a result of cur efforts
and those of our friends, Con-
aress passed meaningtul legis-
lations this year thatwould heip
provide adequate housing and
training for the rural poor.
The needs of the rural poor
are paramaint, ere malerial
amd emotional, but much more
than the needs of the poor

are involved in the war of
poverty. The slability of our
cocial order, which may be
thireatenad by a result of the
unmet needs of the poor, are
also involved, Our Christian
conscience, our Democratic
commitment, our nation's
image, and our position of world
leadership are involved, In the
fina! analysis, the OEO pro-
gram provided an alternative
for an orderly social change
for our Demoeratic process and
responsibility.”

The City Council of Mitchell-
ville, along with Mayor Charles
Kelly, are asking the citizens
and friends to malke a liberal
contribution to their efforts to
pull themselves up from their
“pootstraps”, The amount of
§500 was collected at the meef-

ing and approximately $2,000in
pledges.  Doners may make

checks payable to the Mitehell-
ville-0EQ Self-lelp Project,
¢/o Mayer Charles Kelly or
Mrs, Daisy Bates, P. O. Box
567, Dumas, Arkansas. All
donations are tax deductible.

"
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fitchellville

residents, calls them ‘unique’

Special to The Commercial

DUMAS — According to Mayor
Billy Free of Dumas, the residents
of nearby Mitchellville are “‘unique
in the skills they possess” and the
‘growth of the all-Negro community
depends largely on whether those
basic skills are developed.

Free, who has been mayor here
since 1957 and has seen both Dumas
and Mitchellville experience steady
growth, said . he doesn't expect
Mitchellville to grow ‘“by leaps and
bounds™ in the future because the
community is made up almost
entirely of elderly Negroes who have
given up farming to retire.

But Free is quick to add that the
residents of Mitchellville are unique
in certain inherent skills and that if
these skills are developed, further
growth is possible. o

“The people of Mitchellville are
fantastic at skills that involve the
use of the hands,” he said. “For
example one woman quilts and
another makes little powder boxes
out of popsickle sticks. Talent like
this could possibly be developed into
something useful and beneficial to
that community.”

Free, like most Mitchellville

if the
it must

residents, ~ admits that
community progresses
attract an industry.

“What would Tteally help
Mitchellville is for some industry to
locate there . . . an industry that
could produce some product that
involves the wuse of these hasic
skills,” he said.

Free said most Mitchellville
residents were deprived of the
chance to learn new . skills because
they spent most of their lives on

farms picking cotton. He said,
however, the information and
training offered by the self-help

project from.the Office of Economic
Opportunity has given Mitchellville
new and useful training that might
be helpful should an industry decide
to locate in the community.

‘The chance of an
locating in Mitchellville could very
well depend on the success of the
OEO program™ he said. “If some
company that is considering locating
in Southeast Arkansas should see
how these people are willing to
educate themselves and learn on
their own, that industry may very
well decide to locate in Mitchellville
and put this energy and devotion at

industry -

"

work in a factory.”

Free said that residents of
Dumas have encouraged the seli-
help project “because the people of
Dumas are interested in the well-
being of Mitchellville citizens.”” Free
said Mitchellville residents patronize
Dumas merchants and that in return
for their husiness, the merchants
have shown an interest in helping
the Negroes.

“United Dollar Stores, Inc.,
which is located here, has definitely
lended a helping hand to the people
of Mitchellville,” Free said.
“Besides donating books and
pamphlets to their new library, the
company has given Negroes here a
chance to work up to a position with
the company ... not just because
they're Negroes but because they're
qualified in what they're doing.

“This is one way the OEO
project will benefit Mitchellville
citizens. When others see how people
here in Dumas, and all over
Southeast Arkansas, are willing to
give them a chance, let them earn a
living, they’'re gonna want to learn
and develop their basic skills.

“People here in Dumas are 100
per cent behind the project at
Mitchellville.” .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION
P. 0. Box 2778
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203
February 16, 1968

Mrs. Daisy Bates

Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program

1511 Chester Street o
Little Rock, Arkansas fa% Ukt gt

Dear Mrs. Bates:'

Attached are two copies of a Preliminary Cost Estimate for the sewer
system for the Town of Mitchellville, Arkansas. You will note that
the total estimated cost for providing a complete sewer system,
including collection lines, pumping stations, and treatment facilities
is $105,000. This would provide sewer services for the 130 potential
users in the Town of Mitchellville and would allow any additional
foreseeable growth,

If the Town of Mitchellville could secure a 60 percent grant for

the construction of their sewer system, we would consider making the
loan for the remainder of the cost. Considering the economic situa-
tion of the citizens of the Towvn of Mitchellville, we hope that you
and the town will be successful in obtaining financial assistance
from other sources to accompany the possible 60 percent grant.

Vle appreciate your interest in our program and your assistance in
helping the rural people in Arkansas. If we can assist you in any
other way, do not hesitate to call on us.

Sincerely yours,
/f y ) /

State Director

Attachments
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PRELUMINARY COST ESTIDMATE
Sewor Systenm
Tovn of Mitchellvills

Constrmction -

A, Collection Iines | : $59,000
B, Pumping Station & Force Main 20, 500
Ce Treatment (Oxidation Pond) 6,000
Engin;:éring (127 Construction Cost). 9,L00
Legal | : ' i 1,800
Land (Approximately 8 acres) _ 4,000
Contin:;encic.s 1,300

J.}

Total 105,000

£
\
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QS DONALD STROHMEYER

PLANNING CONSULTANT

REGIONAL © CITY PLANNING ¢ URBAN DESIGN

November 1, 1968

Mrs, Daisy Z2ates
Box 386-~A
Dumas, Arkansas 71639

Dear Daisy,
How are you and your program coming?

We will have to ba concerned with federal programs
related to" the development of Mitchellville. One of these
programs has to do with streat development and I would
recommend we have a man come from Ft., Worth Regional Office
of AUD to explain to all of us the particulars of the
"Code Znforcement Program",

I have included a letter which should be sent by
the llayor. .

There is a provision in this program which gives
$1,500.00 out right grants to home owners to repair and
remodel their homes, This is a rehabilitation program--
not a renewal programe. Therefore we may not qualify in
all areas of the City but lets give it a try.

Much luck and success in your program,
Sincerely,

-Donald Strohmeyer

D5:ss
anc.

RECTOR BUILDING ROOM 810 LITTLE ROCK
375-0602 RES. 225-3308 ARKANSAS 72201
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provide good
cross ventila-

convenient to

T el T . fazmpem ) =
T T T T f L {1z BATH
¥ 5 s A g PP N S (| 1 } i H
“'Bonus'’ storage space for 7 STORAGE [ ) i i l i I : ! - | R -
lawn, garden tools, opens i r £ ool e s auar sl ol i ol R i1 . 5 .
10 back yard. : B o O e o S I l t £ e STORAGE el . o
= o - - 4 ' 1 .
1 KITCHEN DINING | i
T 1 i W g
i =9y 0-n" oy, L. E
| 2 i il Joo o :
Kitchen is large enough for ! P 2 r BEDROOM | Large windows
rectangular or round table. Can T T v - ¢ " o i
accommodate a large family. : t 4-{ T 10-5"x 11~9 :niz:hng, gl
& ey :
S e - b
. gl N ot o . Centrally located bath con-
It RANGRE T e el i e 1 veniently serves all of house.
| L R i
GARAGE gy | § s s
=g | _
-
NAL BASEMENT STAIRS C c L, S
HAL.L larger—expanded an optional
I available in 2 feet.
sement plan. o k
Inside . storage provides space
for household items, doubles I
as pantry area.
Living room-kitchen end can be
even larger—expanded an C Linen closet is
optional 2 feet. bath and kitchen.
Central furnace location for
efficient, economical heating. BED,RQO,M - 3 BEDROOM 2
LIVING ROOM 10-0"x 9'-0 o i o
10—=1" » 1I-0
12'-0"x 14-2" CHE
C Bedrooms are large enough for
twin beds or king size bed.
Garage has easy operating over- / Guest closet convenient to Third bedroom can double
head door, This model available entry. as den or nursery.
in single garage (shown),
double garage or no garage

Large living room has lots of
wall space for easy furniture

HE BELDEN
YJUSE B90-5B1

ame: 901 sq. ft. expandable to 1005 sq. ft.
Brick: 913 sq. ft. expandable to 1019 sq. ft.
ick: 944 sq. ft. expandable to 1051 sq. ft.

YU CHOOSE YOUR EXTERIOR:

u have a choice of outside finishes: Hardboard and Batten; Cedar
akes (in a wide variety of colors); Beveled Siding; One-half Brick with
“ombination of frame finishes available; and Full Brick designs. Also,
ur choice of three different windows: Wood double-hung windows;
Il ventilated, aluminum horizontal sliding windows; or, aluminum
gle hung windows. These and other decorator features can be seen at
ur neighborhood Kingsberry dealer.

A special feature like 1 x 4 spaced ribbon framing in partitions to insure
rigid, plumb walls is just one example of Kingsberry's solid, lifetime
construction. And, of course, the building materials are selected from
the top national manufacturers only—General Electric, Johns-Manville,
Georgia Pacific, U. S. Plywood, Dierks, Shakertown, Simpson, Weyer-
haeuser, Universal Chef, Owens-Corning Fiberglas, Barrett, Allied Chem-
ical, Stanley, Boise Cascade, Glidden and Weiser, to name just a few.

NOTE: This artist’s rendering and simplified W
floor plan are prepared only as a general guide v

and shall not be considered technically accurate. MR EE w
To order this design, first consult Kingsberry's M I N @ ‘;3,_ E m w
o |

architectural drawings to obtain technical ac-
curacy and required dimensions,

HOMES

5096 PEACHTREE ROAD
CHAMBLEE, GEORGIA 30005

PROGRESS IN HOUSING THROUGH ENGINEERING AND RESEARCH

84 KINGESBEARY HOMES CONFORATION
RIGHT © teas

O MY & RO CO. (HATARDOGS

L XITANIddY
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Dumas, Arkansas

December 19, 1968
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Mitehellvilie Redevelopﬂent Project
Mitchellville, Arkanssas

LeisinDaarc Mrs e Bate sl sb W NR e Pultandiii s Bl sl

To have lived for years in a community where clvic pride

was almost nil, the town was economically deprived, the health
conditions were deplorable, the children were neglected, aad
the "o0ld" and handicapped suffered, 1s an experience that makes
me shudder for my fellowman,

When you introduced the OEQ Project, we began to see a New Day
for Mitchellville, The most impressive service ls the stress
of cleanliness, The youth of our community has been made avzare
that cleanliness 1s the most Important feature in good cltizen-~
ship., Their conduct has improved in the classroom and they have
become more interested in projects that will help them plan a
future,

We are praying that sufflicient financlal ald wlll come so that
you can complete the project here, May you live leng to serve
your fellovman and may the Lord continue His blessings upon
-you and your dedicated life,

Appreclatively yours,

Mrs, Callie Portis
Mitchellville, Arkansas



i Mrs. Daisy Bates

Dear Hrs. Bates,

Date copied: 1-7-69
o AI—)EE’ND‘S[X'i:w A N R T et St il e g Pk i mes s 1-5()- oty
Reed High School
Dumas, Arkansas
December 19, 1968
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Mitchellville Redevelopment Project

Mitchellville. Arkgnsas

: o ; . RATITE F i o b o 1 d TE PR T Ama g S Pt e P e e i T PR S R M LA RS i ) MOt SR S 4 S s
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I thought of sending you a regular Season Greeting, but it
cannot express the gratitude for the services you ' are render-
ing my students and patrons through the OEC Project you are
implementing in Mitchellville,

Having given a few evenings in this community before the Pro-
ject begean, I am cognlzant of the deplorable and deprived
conditions you found in the comnunity.

Not only do I =ee a change in the civic conditions and com-

munity relationships, the personzl appearance of both children
and adults is improved in public and church wear, This is the
results of your sewlng classes and family advisory dlscussions,

I have students in my English classes who have improved be-
cause of their being tutored & trained to study. They are al-
so developing better study habits and a deeper avpreciation
for scholarship and citizenship,

Money can't do 211 the morale building. The human touch by
the adninistrator 1s the foundation of good relations, The
real love you extend to each individual through your own per-

sonal dedication for your fellownzn gives the whole proaect a

brightness that only the posseosor of the Christmas Spirit
could radiate, |
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" May God bless you for being the channel through which a poor
child can have a doll for Christmas, a dlsadvantaged family
can have fire, food, and shelter, a senlor cliltizen can smile

because of medical care, and the handicapped are happy be-
cause of rehablilitation.

‘May God bless and keep you, U mmeene

Love and nrayers,, "

" Tozond et S e
5‘! 2 f‘:’"‘—v F: = Lt-.sh_ ‘Eh-' L_: -;.-*r- Le“ TSR = R R A e

. Mrs, Evangellne K., Brown

e

“preésidént Arkansas Teachers” Dcpnrtment
Chalrman English Department

ot Classroom Teachersiﬁx



A STUDY OF A STUDENT ORIENTED EFFORT
TO REHABILITATE A SMALL DELTA TOWN

An Abstract of a Thesis
Presented to
the Director of Graduate Studies

Ouachita Baptist University

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

Master of Arts

by
Patricia Merry Stipek

May 1969



Stipek, Patricia Merry, A Study of a Student Oriented Effort
To Rehabilitate a Small Delta Town., Master of Arts, American
Civilization, May, 1969, 121 pp.

This study considers the influence of the college stu-
dent involvement in a federally sponsored self-help project
of development, The community observed was Mitchellville,
an entirely Negro settlement near Dumas, Arkansas, The resi-
dents lived in extreme states of poverty with little oppor-
tunities of improvement.,

Tha history of the community was traced. Emphasis
was placed on the periods before intervention of assistance
from the Arkansas OEO Rural Training Program (Operation
Bootstraps) and after the initiatidn of Operation Bootstraps.
The difficult circumstances under which the residents of
the community endured were most alarming. Great importance
was placed on the student involvement in the initiation and
advancement of a self-help project. This organization dis-
tinguished Mitchellville from other federally sponsored com-
munities receiving assistance,

The prosperity of the community was dependent upon
the advancement of education and the relocation of industry
into the area, The previous occupation of farm labor was no
longer adequate in an industrialized society, New fields of

employment had to be investigated immediately,



2

The field study method was the basic research employed.
Interviews were held with residents of the community, direc-
tors of the program, and student volunteers, Data prepared
by Mrs. Daisy Bates for the Arkansas OEOQO Rural Training Pro-
gram provided another major source of information. Only data
which seemed germane to the study was includeq.

The improvement of the community was analyzed as the
economic, social, and cultural achievements were realized,
Monetary assistance from the Office of Economic Opportunity
and educational achievements through federal aid and private
scholarshiﬁs channeled the development of Mitchellville,
Arkansas. The realization that self-achievement could be
possible through proper effort and guidance was preferred to
the precedent of welfare,

The influence of the Arkansas OEO Rural Training Pro-
gram became an intricate part of the community. The presence
of a mobile home office located in the center of Mitchell-
ville symbolically emphasized the core of this experimental
self-help development pro ject.

The hope remains that this experiment will become a
pattern for additional community development programs., Opera-
tion Bootstraps has attracted nationwide attention and will
continue to do so., The involvement of the Ouachita Baptist
University students in the self-help program adds special in-

terest and attention to Operation Bootstraps.
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