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Stassen Disappoints Convention Audience 
By the Editor 

The honorable Harold E. Stassen was an honor guest 
of the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in St. Louis, 
May 9, 1947. It was in the hope of hearing a Christian 
statesman proclaim his faith in and take his stand upon 
the great principles which have made our country strong 
that the messengers to the Convention looked forward 
with eagerness to hearing Mr. Stassen. Because their ex
pectations were so high, the disappointment of these mes
sengers was all the greater. 

Early in his address Mr. Stassen said, "Before proceed
ing with our discussion, in order that my views may not 
be misunderstood by inference, I wish to state ,simply and 

directly that I do not agree with the two resolutions . .. 
But I do adhere to ·the basic American principle of the 
separation of church and state." 

The two resolutions referred to by Mr. Stassen were 
those calling for the recall of Myron Taylor from the Va
tican in Rome and the protest against the Supreme Court 
decision upholding a New Jersey law permitting the use 
of public tax funds to transport pupils to parochial schools. 

On the basis of common courtesy Mr. Stassen's state
me~t of disagreement with the action of the Convention 
was not only out of place but an insult to his host. Mr. 
Stassen was not invited to appear .on the Convention plat
form to tell the Convention what it should or should not 

• do. It is obvious that a man in his position would know 

~
the courtesies required on such an .occasion and that he 
would observe those courtesies unless there was some per
sonal ambition which caused him to so forget himself as 
to be presumptuous and even rude. 

Only one construction can be placed upon Mr. Stas
sen's outspoken disagreement with the Convention action. 
He is seeking the Republican nomination for the presi
dency of the United States. The south is Democratic. 
He would lose no votes by alienating the Baptists of the 
South. 

Obviously his statement was a bi<!_ for the Catholic 
vote of the nation. The Catholics will accept Mr. Stas
sen's statement as a pledge to keep a representative at 

the Vatican and to support legislation which authorizes 
the use of p~blic tax funds for transporting pupil; to 
church schools. 

Mr. Stassen knows that the Vatican is not a state 
but a church, and that it is a violation of the Constitution 
of the United States for our G~vernment to send a rep
resentative to the Vatican with ambassadorial status 
and at a cost of a p p r o xi m a t e 1 y $30,000 to the tax 
payers of America. He _knows, too, that it is a violation 
of the Constitution of the United States to use public tax 
funds for the support of church schools. If he does not 
know this, he is wholly unfit for the high office he seeks. 
If he does know this and deliberately violates the funda
mental principle of separation of church and state, he is 
not fit for the high office which he seeks. 

Our country was settled by people seeking escape 
fr(')m the oppression of state religion. They established 
this nation upon the basic principle of religious liberty 
with a free church in a fre{! state. Mr. St-assen cannot be 
ignorant of this. fact from American history. He must 
also know that the Roman Catholic church has always 
maintained that the state should support the church and 
that the church should control the state. 

. ·Mr. Stassen's disagreement with the action of the 
Convention is a contradiction of his further statement, 
"I adhere to the basic American principle of separation 
of church and state." His disagreement with the action 
of the Convention and his adherence to the principle of 
separation of church and state are contradictory and ir
reconcilable positions. These two positions cannot, by 
any stretch of the imagination, be harmonized. · 

The weakness of .our nation comes from men in high 
positions who are willing to compromise principles for 
votes. Obviously Mr. Stasen's attempted dual position is 
a case in point. Southern Baptists are no! so dumb that 
they cannot see through such tactics. All Christian peo
ple of the nation should repudiate the men who make such 
compromises of principle. 
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* TRENJ}S AND EVENTS * 
A condensed summary of trends and events taken from publications and original sources each 

week by Porter Routh, Secretary of the Department of Survey, Statistics and 
Information of the Baptist Sunday School Board. 

Facts of Interest 
Whiskey, beer, and wine took $8,700,000,000 

of the national income in 1946, an average of 
$89 for each person over 18 years of age. 
Compared with 1945, expenditure for whiskey 
climbed 15 per cent, for wines 48 per cent, 
and beer 2 per cent. In liquid terms, Ameri
cans drank 231,000,000 gallons of whiskey, 
140,000,000 gallons of wine, and 79,000,000 
barrels of beer. 

Canada also reports an all time high 
for liquor, $373,000,000,000 in 1946. 

Present enrolment in schools of ~ollege 
grade or higher is now 2,100,000, according 
to an estimate by the U. S. Office of Educa
tion. The estimate predicts 2,700,000 stu
dents in school next fall, 3,100,000 iif 1949, 
and a peak of 3,300,000 in Hi50. 

The War Department has proposed a 
$17,000,000 program to increase R. 0. 
T. C. in colleges and universities. Plans 
call for training 25,000 to 30,000 a year. 
Mexico faces a serious meat and milk short-

age because of the outbreak of the foot and 
mouth epidemic. It is estimated that 500,000 
cattle have the infection. American authori
ties are helping to stop the disease before . it 
reaches the 82 million head of cattle, 61 mil
lion hogs, and 42 million sheep in this coun
try. 

-The Indian Constituent Assembly has 
voted to outlaw untouchability in any 
form for India. 
Traffic deaths for the first three months 
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of 1947 totaled 6,920, compared with 8,240 for 
the first three months in 1946. 

ln the World of Religion 
The International Missionary Council 

will hold its first meeting since 1939 July 
5:-23 in Toronto,. Canada. 

A survey of world mission fields is presented 
in the International Review of Missions for 
April 1947. W. Y. Chen reports that in 
March 1947, it was estimated that there were 
2,000 non-Roman catholic missionaries in 
China compared with 8325 in 1926 and 6059 
in 1936. There are now 6092 Roman Catho
lic missionaries in China. 

Church· W or 1 d Service is seeking to 
raise $60,000,000 for overseas relief during 
the next two years. Contributions for re
lief from American c h u r c h e s in 1946 
reached $30,000,000. 

Representative Mary T. Norton, New Jer
sey, has been named the "Outstanding Catho
lic Woman of the year." 

For the first time since Presbyterianism 
was established in · Scotland, a public 
dance has been held on Sunday in Scot
land. 

Fulton J. Sheen, nationally known Catho
lic priest, made the address at the ground
breaking· for the $400,000 Catholic hospital 
to be built in Mobile, Ala., for Negroes. He 
acknowledged a $10,000 gift for the project 
from Mrs. Clare Booth Luce. 

When the Catholic Church was de
stroyed in the recent tornado at Wood
ward, Okla., the Presbyterians made their 
building available for worship. 

Baptist Highlights 
Total mission gifts through the Executive 

Committee total $2,902,622.48 for the first 
four months of 1947 as compared with $2,-
671, 097.28 in 1946. 

Alabama Baptists have voted to con
solidate Judson and Howard in one col
lege in Birmingham to be known as the 
Baptist University of Alabama. 

The sixty-eighth general conference of the 
Baptist General Conference of America· will 
meet June 25-29 at Seattle, Wash. 

T. F. Calla way of Georgia· will deliver 
the historical address at the annual 
meeting of the Sunday School Board on 
June 5. · 

For the first time in more than a quarter 
of a century, E. P. Alldredge and Prince Bur
roughs were unable to attend the session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Since the first retirement under the 
Ministers Retirement Plan, only 749 of 
the 1300 pastors eligible have retired. The 
retirement ·age has been a fraction under 
70. 

David P. Dellinger, clerk of Gaston Asso~ 
ciation in North Carolina won the Southwide 
contest for associational minutes with a per
fect score. Charles B. Deane of Pee Dee 
Association was second. 
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Evidences of Salvation 
A Devoton By the Editor 

"Ye see that by works a man is justified." 
Amid the confusion, uncertainty, and 

doubts of the present day, we would do well 
to rethink the evidences of our personal sal
vation. There are many people who, though 
they still cling to their homes, have lost the 
certainty to their faith. 

There are three types of evidence of our 
personal salvation, a type of evidence suited 
to each o! the three persons to be convinced 
that we are saved. If we claim salvation, 
those about us will look,for evidence to sub
stantiate our claims. ·we ourselves desire 
evidence that cannot be doubted as the basis 
of our hopes. And God who saves us must 
have positive proof of our salvation. · 

James speaks of the works of our lives as 
the evidence which will convince others of 
the genuineness of our salvation. They can
not look into our hearts and see repentance 
and faith and love and redeeming grace. Peo
ple look for the fruits of these virtues and 
graces and they make up their minds about 
us according as they find or fail to find the 
fruits of salvation in our lives. 

But I can never, by my own works, convince 
myself of my own personal salvation. What 
will convince others of my salvation leaves 
me full of doubts a..nd fears. It requires a 
vital spiritual experience to banish my fears 
and give to me the absolute assurance of my 
salvation. "He that believeth hath everlast
ing life." I know I have believed. "The Spir
it himself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God." I know the wit
ness of the Spirit, therefore, I know I am a 
child of God. 

But when we come to the final judgment, it 
will not be enough to tell God how many good 
works we performed on earth, nor will the 
telling of our experience of grace be sufficient. 
There is only one conclusive evidence, in the 
final recko$g, which will convince all heav
en and earth ·of our salvation. That evidence 
consists of the~wounds of Jesu~, the marks of 
death which Jesus bears as the evidence of 
His suffering for us. Let Jesus show the 
wounds in His hands, in His feet, and in His 
side, and say, "I suffered this for him" and 
the question of one's salvation is settled for 
all eternity. 

"Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven, 
and my record is on high" (Job 16:19) . 
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The Southern Baptist Convention 
The St. Louis Convention is now history. 

the spiritual powers released there, the 
resolves formulated, the impulses and 
promptings experienced, and the plans 

programs promoted will live and throb 
the life of Southern Baptists through time 

The Master played upon the whole key
of spiritual emotions, impulses, and re

of the human heart. There was a 
• t>rc1founct sense of worship and devotion. 

That great audience sat silently and wor
shipfully while men of God opened the Book 
and read from His word. Ten thousand voices 

more were raised in hymns of praise, so 
the whole audience seemed to be fused 
one mighty voice ascribing glory to the 

matchless name of Jesus. 
The spirit of prayer was dominant through

out the sessions . of the Convention. There 
were high challenge and wholesome humor. 

this great Convention Southern Baptists 
felt an eagerness to be about the Master's 
business, to tackle the tasks ahead of them, 
and to answer the call of lost souls around 
the world. 

Obvious throughout the sessions of the Con
vention was a profound sense of responsibility. 
A lost world in need of a Saviour, a sinful 
world in need of redemption, a hungry world 
in need of food, a desperate and despairing 
world in need of hope and assurance rested 
heavily upon the conscience of Southern Bap
tists. 

Many pastors and others returned with the 
determination to do more to meet the needs 
of the world even if it meant sacrifice at 
home. The privations, sufferings, hunger, 
and needs of the peoples of other lands pre
sented a violent contrast to the abundance, 
the freedom, and the opportunities which we 
of America enjoy. 

There was also a keen sense of responsibil
ity toward our stewardship of the gospel. The 
commissions which Jesus addressed to the 
early disciples were felt anew in all their 

authority, and reinforced by the cum
Christian experience through the cen

and by the ever e~panding and desper
needs of the human race. 

It is not surprising that there was felt a 
rising tide of high resolve to unite all the 
forces of Southern Baptists in a great diver
sified, but wholly unitary, program to carry 
out the commissions of Jesus. The unity of 
spirit and purpose and plan reached a new 
degree of solidarity. 

There was not a serious ct!vision of thought 
and purpose on any major issue. All-the great 
agencies, institutions, and boards of the Con
vention were fused into one mighty whole. 

Evangelism and missions, winning t~e lost 
to Christ at home and abroad, received the 

major emphasis throughout the Convention. 
No matter whether it was Christian educa
tion, benevolences, radio, evangelism, or mis
sions being discus~ed, the ultimate aim and 
objective was and is and forever shall be win
ning the lost to Christ. 

In the auditorium, in the exhibit room, up
on the streets, in the hotel lobbies, every
where there prevailed the spirit of fellowship. 
That spirit was felt in worship, in prayer, and 
in praise. It was obvious in the formulation 
of plans and the divising 9f methods to carry 
out the great programs to which the Conven
tion is committed. 

There was a profound sense . of partner
ship, community of interest, and sharing of 
responsibility which will II).ake for greater 
advancement along an lines of endeavor and 
greater achievements in every field of oper-

- ation. 

It was truly a great Convention in .St. Louis. 
Surely the Lord was there. It now remains 
for us to put into action our new resolves, to 
put into operation our enlarged programs, 
and to claim the promise of our Lord, "And, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world." 

Summary of Progress 
Transition from war to peace was reflected 

in the reports of the 26,401 churches to their 
annual associational meetings in 1 9 4 6 , as 
shown in the 1947 Southern Baptist ~and
book. 

The return of service 'men was reflected in 
record gains in church membership, Sunday 
School and Training Union enrolment. Spir
aling inflation during the year was reflected 
in record giving for local causes and missions. 

Creation of new associations in Arkansas, 
California, Georgia, Louisiana, Tennessee, 
and Texas brought the total number of assos
ciations in the South to 928. 

26,401 Churches 
North Carolina reported the largest gain in 

number of churches with Tennessee, Georgia, 
California, and Texas close behind. There 
were 244 churches reported as disbanded dur
ing the year. However, the number of new 
churches organized makes it possible to re
port a net gain of 267, or a total of 26,401. 
These were served by 17,877 active pastors. 
There were. 3,098 pastm;less churches reported. 

A study of these churches shows that 10,-
110 are full-time, 192 are three-quarter time, 
8,772 are half-time, and 7,327 are quarter
time. This is the largest number of full-time 
(those with preaching every Sunday) report
ed. Of the total, 3,450 or 13.1 per cent are 
city churches <over 2,500 population), 3,562 
or 13.5 per cent are town churches (populated 
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centers 500 to 2,500) , 4,173 or 15.8 per cent 
are village churches (populated ~enters un
der 500) , and 15,216 or 57.6 per cent are lo
cated in the open country. 

253,~61 Baptisms 
The 253,361 baptisms reported during the 

year was a decrease of 3,338 below the total 
for the 1945 Centennial Evangelistic Crusade. 
Church membership showed a gain of 213,-
751 during the year to make the total mem
bership 6,079,305. The fact that the gain in 
membership almost equalled the number of 
baptisms, despite losses reported by death or 
transfer of membership, is accounted for by 
the return of men who had served during the 
war. 

25,435 Sunday Schools 
There were 467 new Sunday Schools. report

ed during 1946 to make the total 25,435. This 
number probably does not represent all of the 
mission Sunday Schools sponsored by churches 
and by associations. A place has been pro
vided on the 1947 report for this a'dditional 
information. 

Likewise, the 213,614 gain in Sunday School 
enrolment reported by the churches may not 
reflect the mission Sunday School enrolment 
in every case. Total membership in the Sun
day School is now 3,738,924, the largest num
ber ever reported in any one year. 

Other Organizations 
Training Union enrolment showed a 14.2 

per cent increase to reach 802,859. The WMU 
enrolment, reported by the Woman's Mission
ary Union office at Birmingham, was 767,-
521, a gain of 28,161 during the year. Broth
erhood enrolment in the churches reflected 
the return of the men by climbing from 38,-
538 to 71,412 during the year. 

Vacation Bible School" enrolment reached 
a new record total of 1,055,678, perhaps the · 
largest reported by any denomination dUl'ing 
1946. 

Church Property 
According to the 1946 report, 24,979 of the 

26,401 churches own their church houses, a 
gain of 447 for the year. The housing con
ditions were reflected in the big jump in the 
number of homes for ministers. There was 
a gain of 1,205 during the year to make 6,600. 

The 13.4 per cent gain in church property 
valuation reflects some building, but it also 
reflects increased valuation on church prop
ei'ty. Value of church property reached a new 
high of $313,053,779 at the end of 1946, an 
increase of $36,964,008. It is interesting to 
note that -the debt on church property has in
creased from $6,176,000 in 1944 to $16,450,000 
in 1946. This increase in church debt is more 
than offset by the $44,280,000 in the building 
and reserve fund reported by Southern Bap
tist churches. 

$27,240,704 for Missions 
For the first time, per capita giving for 

missions exceeded the high mark reached 
during the 75-Million Campaign. Southern 
Baptists gave $4.48 per capita during 1946, 
or a total of $27,240,704 for all missions and 
ben~volences. Per capita gifts for local work 
also reached a new record high, $14.47, or a 
total of $87,986,245. 
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NOTES OF 

Tour to the Baptist Wodd Alliance which 
. is being headed by Gilbert L. Guffin, of How

ard College, Birmingham, Ala., and Major 
Robert Argo has open spaces. Itinerary giv
ing full detailS as to price, dates, and places 
may be secured by writing Dr. Guffin. 

• • * 
"The God of All Comfort" will be the sub

ject of Dr. A. D. Foreman, Jr., next Sunday 
morning, May 25, in the last of h1s two mes
sages on the current series of the Southern 
Convention's Baptist Hour. Dr. Foreman is 
pastor of First Church, Amarillo, Tex. The 
program may be heard in Arkansas at 7:30 
CST over KUOA, Siloam Springs; WFAA, 
Dallas; and KWTO, Springfield, Mo.; and at 
8:30 CST over WREC, Memphis, Tenn .. 

• * .. 
Mrs. Laura Howle, 72, mother of Mrs. J. E. 

Short, Gould, president of state WMU, died 
May 4. 

.. * .. 
Floral Church, Delbert Garrett, pasror, has 

begun construction on a new building on the 
site where a few years ago the church built 
a beautiful four-room parsonage. The build
ing will be of brick veneer with approximately 
3,000 feet of floor space. It will have eight 
Sunday School rooms. 

.. * • 
Dr. McKinley Norman, general evangelist, 

Dallas, Tex., conducted a revival at Fourth 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., which resulted in 105 
additions, 88 for baptism. Dr. Oliver Shank 
is pastor. 

• * • 
Pastor J. B. Maxwell, First Church, Benton

ville, has recently h e 1 d successful revival 
meetings in Locharbor Church, Monroe, La., 
and New Friendship Church, Bast,rop, La. 

• • • 
Lexa Church observed Youth Week April 

14-20. Intermediates and young people were 
elected to teach all Sunday School classes 
and to fill places of leadership in the Train
ing Union. One of the young men had charge 
of the mid-week prayer service. James Gor
don, age 19, was ordained to the ministry 
April 20. Taking part in the ordination ser
vice were Pastor J. B. Measel, Barton; Pastor 
Sam McNeill Lexa; Pastor W. F. Couch Mar
ianna; Pastor E. M. Bragdon; North Helena; 
and Deacons Rodman, Linard Ginn, Roy Sny
der and Gregory. The young min is t e r 
preached at the evening service. He is full
time pastor of Rehobeth Church. 

" • • • . 
The Wichita-Archer Association of Texas 

conducted a simultaneous revival crusade in 
April with 19 churches reporting 231 addi
tions by letter, 10 by statement and 476 by 
baptism, a total of 717 additons. There were 

PASTORAL 
1

CHANGES 
Claud W. Stripling to Bradley Church. He 

will continue studies in Southwestern Semi
nary, Ft. Wor1;h. 

Raymond Butler from White County Asso
ciation w h e r e he has been missionary to 
Dunklin County, Missouri, where he will do 
mission work. -'' 

Joe L. Sullivan to Earle Church from San 
Benito, Tex., effective June 1. 

ADVANCE 
54 other professions of faith and 1,518 re
dedications. The campaign was directed by 
Dr. c. E. Matthews, director of evangelism for 
the Home Mission Board. 

* .. • 
Dr. Andrew Potter, executive-secretary of 

the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma~ 
sailed the last week in April with Mrs. Potter 
for Baptist mission fields in the Philippine 
Islands, China, India, Egypt, and Italy. Dr. 
and Mrs. Potter will return to this country 
after a visit to the Baptist World Alliance 
in Copenhagen. 

• • • 
Immanuel Church, Warren, reports great 

revival with Pastor D. D. Smothers, West 
Helena Church, as evangelist a n d Pastor 
Barney Flowers, First Church, Trezevant, 
Tenn., as music director and union worker. 
There were seven conversions and five addi
tions by letter. Pastor Keith F. Babb says: 
"We are happy these came to the Lord, but 
the thing that really thrilled our hearts was 
that our church membership was really re
vived and we will see the results of this re
vival for years to come. On April 20 we broke 
all records in the history of the church. There 
were 146 1n Sunday School and 105 1n Train
ing Union." A young people's fellowship is 
held each Sunday night after church services 
and is attended by 38 to 40. A new building 
program is being launched. Each family re
ceives the Arkansas Baptist and Pastor Babb 
says: "This has played a great part in the 
building of our church attendance." 

* • • 
Dr. John W. Shepard, head of the Depart

ment of New Testament Interpretation and 
Greek in New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, will retire on July 1. He has been 
teaching in the Semim(ry since 1930, before 
which time he was missionary to South Amer
ica. His home will be in College Park, Ga. 
Dr. Shepard will be succeeded by his present 
associate, Dr. Frank Stagg, according to an
nouncement made by President Roland Q. 
Leavell. 

• • • 
Pastor T. H. Jordan, First Church, Van 

Buren, baptized 28 at the evening service, May 
4, and 11 on May 11. Three professions of 
faith were made at the Mother's Day services. 

• • • 
Martin Luther Nichols, Decatur, evangelis

tic singer and f or m e r colporteur for the 
American Baptist Publication Society, died 
April 26 at the age of 87. Funeral services 
were conducted at Decatur Church by Pastor 
J. A. Scoggins with Rev. J. B. Stephens and 
Missionary A. A. Brady assisting. .. . . 

First Church, South Fort Smith, received 
12 additions in a revival held recently. Pas
tor A. L. McDaniel, Mt. Ida, did the preach
ing, Danny Buckner led the singing, and 
Misses Mary Herring and Fern Russell were 
pianists. Pastor Samuel M. King. says: "Bro. 
McDaniel is certainly a soul winner. His 
preaching is warm, sound, and spiritual." 

MOVING TO DALLAS? 
Worship With 

Ross Avenue Bapt1st Church 
- Ross and Moser 

Homer B. Reynolds, Pastor 
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Small Church Sets 
Remarkable Record 

With a membership of 101, Walnut ·valley 
Church, near Hot Springs, has set an al:most 
unbelievable record in seven months under 
the leadership of Pastor Ed Vallowe. 

There were 48 additions, 26 for baptism, 
from the first of October to the first of May . 
A monthly budget of $65 has been adopted. In 
the first seven months of the associational 
year $4,454 have been contributed. 

Both Sunday School and Training Union 
reached the Standard of Excellence the firs 
quarter of 1947. There have been five stud~ 
courses held by the churc~ the past seven 
months. 

Sunday School averaged 91 in attendancE 
in April. A Training Union was organize< 
in November and had an average attendancE 
of 57 in April. A Brotherhood was organizec 
in April with 11 members. Also a choir ha! 
been organized. 

The church has purchased 60 new Broad 
man hymnals, new offering plates, new pews 
and a Training Union bulletin board. 

A five-room parsonage has just been com 
pleted. Twenty-four per cent of all offering1 
go to mission work. The ·Arkansas Baptis 
goes to every family through the church'! 
budget. ' 

Out of it 66 resident members the churcb 
has 55 tithers. 

-------~~·00-------

121 Added to Camden 
Church During Revival 

Camden Church, T. L. Harris, pastor, hac 
121 additions, 83 by baptism, in recent reviva 
services. Evangelist · Warren Walker, Jack 
sonville, Fla., preached and Gene Spearman 
Shreveport, La., directed the music. 

Sunday School attendance topped the pre
vious high record of 604 with 680 present thE 
first Sunday of the meeting and 747 the las1 
sunday. 

The church is opening a new elementary, 
two primary, two beginner, and three nursery 
departments. ....; 

----
1000·-------

Paper's Largest Church 
Budget Has 1,038 Names 

First Chur~h, Little ·Rock, has recently put 
the Arkansas Baptist in its budget, sending 
it to every home. The list of 1,038 names is 
now the paper's largest singl:e church list. 

Second on the mailing list is Immanuel 
Church, Little Rock, with 1002 subscribers; 
and third is Second Church, Little Rock, wit!: 
845. First Church, Fort Smith, ranks fourj 
with 549 subscribers. ~ 

We can supply you with 

G-E GERMICIDAL LAMPS 
Our service includes recommendations 

as to number of units reciuired and their 
locations. 

Give us a plan of your rooms. 
Use this lamp t,o destroy air-borne 

bacteria. 

BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
303-305 West Capitol 

Little Rock, Ark. 
Phone-8819 
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H 1941 ~eJJichJ ••• 
Southern Baptists Launch Ambitious Program 

By lONE GRAY 

Southern Baptists held the greatest con
vention in their 102 years' history at St. Louis, 
May 7-11. It was greatest in the number 
of messengers registered and probably in 
the number and importance of matters de
cided upon. Every session was characterized 
by a oneness of spirit. 

Registration for the meeting totaled 8,378 
messeng.ers from 20 states. An estimated 
12 to 13 thousand people attended. The 
registration was 19 more than the previous 
ecord of 8,359 set at Washington, D. C., in 

1920. 
With "Human Designs-God's Destiny" as 

he Convention theme, interest was focused 
on governmental matterS' affecting religion 
nd moral and social problems of the day. 

Continue Fight for Religious Fredom 
In his presidential address at the opening 

session on May 7, Dr. Louie D. Newton, At
anta, Ga., reminded the attendants that Bap

tists are today confronted "by the most de
termined and adroit campaign to batter down 
the wall that separates church and state ever 
undertaken in America." 

Dr. Newton assailed Myron C. Taylor's ap
pointment as the President's personal repre
sentative in 1939 a's "unauthorized, unfor
tunate, and dangerous action," and told the 
messengers that the President had told him 
and other church spokesman last June that 
the appointment would be terminated "at an
early date, certainly not later than the sign
ing of the treaties." The treaties relat~ng to 
countries immediately adjacent to Italy have 
been signed, but Mr. Taylor's appointment has 
not been terminated. 

In Washington the following ' day, Presi
dent Truman told a news conference that, un
til peace is consummated, he has no inten
tion of withdrawing Taylor as his personal 
envoy to the Vatican. 

President Newton characterized the Su
preme Court's ruling authorizing public money 
for Catnolic school transportation as "an om
inous decision." The Convention adopted a 
resolution endorsinls a bill of Representative 
Joseph R. Bryson (Dem.), South Carolina, 
which would am~nd the First Amendment to 
the ConstitutTon to prohibit the appropriation 
of money of federal, state, or local . govern
ments for the use of sectarian institutions. 
The bill is pending in the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

The report of the Public Relations Com
ittee, headed by Dr. Walter Pope Binns, 

resident of William Jewell College,. Liberty, 
Mo., stated that, on this issue, Baptists should 
make common cause with any other denom
ination against "the common peril." The 
report said: "Unless this is done in relation 
to the present powerful drive of the Roman 
Catholics to capture America, we shall fight 
a losing battle." The report concluded with 
a warning to all Baptist schools, hospitals, 
and other Baptist institutions against "the 
danger of accepting grants of money from 
the Government for buildings or equipment 
or for any other purpose. The acceptance of 
such grants, upon any pretext whatever, will 
weaken the Baptist witness in behalf of the 
principle of separation of church and state." 

Harold E. Stassen, former governor of Min
nesota and possible candidate for the 1948 

Republican presidential nomination, in a · 
speech before the Convention -said he did 
not agree with the Convention's stand in fa
vor of withdrawing the United States' repre
sentative at the Vatican and its opposition to 
the Supreme Court decision upholding free 
bus transportation for parochial school pu
pils. Speakers who followed renewed the at
tack on the Vatican ,representative and the 
bus decision. Dr. W. n. White, Austin, Tex., 
warned that Baptists will not stand by while 
"they pay taxes to support Catholic schools." 

Dr. Newton read a telegram from Senator 
Walter F. George showing that the Vatican 
office had cost the State Department $29,-
788 in 1946, and demanded that taxpayers 
protest "this waste." Rev. A. E. Barton, 
Montgomery, Ala., accused President Truman 
of flouting the Constitution by continuing the 
appointment. 

Condemn Alcoholism 
Messengers accepted the report of the So

cial Service Commission · which condemned 
alcoholism and alcohol traffic and endorsed 
the Capper Bill (SB 265) which would for
bid advertising of alcoholic beverages, includ
ing beer, by radio or interstate comme~;ce. 

Launched Move to Boycott 
Unwholesome Movies 

The Convention endorsed a resolution to 
join other denominational groups in boycot
ting motion pictures which fail to meet 
church-established standards. The motion 
picture industry was condemned faT "glam
orizing loose morals by exploiting for its own 
profits baser tendencies in human nature." 

It urged Baptists to use discrimination in 
their choice of pictures and to cooperate with 
other denominational groups in their cities 
in presenting standards to which they would 
like pictures to conform. 

$10,000 Approved for Social 
Service Commission 

In adopting th,e report, of the Executive 
Committee the Convention approved $10,000 
in the 1948 operating budget for the Social 
Service Commission whose purpose is to "pro
mote morality in social relations, including 
the problems of marriage and the family, 
crime and juvenile delinquency, industrial re
lations, and the alcohol problem." 

Dr. Newton asserted: "The home is un
der attack as never before . and juvenile de
linquency increases in alarming proportion. 
Southern Baptists are largely responsible for 
moral conditions in the South and we dare 
not retreat from the battleground." 

Seek 1,000,000 Tithers 
Enrollment of 1,000,00'0 tithers through the 

promotion of a special tithers enlistment cam
paign during the months of October, Novem
ber, and December was endorsed by the Con
vention. This enrollment will insure success 
of the Convention's 1947 financial goal of 
$10,000,000. 

September will be used as a period of prep
aration. State secretaries and their organi
zations, the executives of all Southwide agen
cies, , and the leaders and workers in every 
department of our denominational organiza
tion- associational, state, and Southwide-

(CONTINUED ON . PAGE NINE) 

A section of Convention Hall in Kiel AuditOrium, St. Louis, where sessions -of 1947 Convention 
were held. · With a seating capacity of approximately 15,000 the hall was almost filled at many sessions 
of the Convention. 
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llelp 7~eJe qet 11 8uilt/ihg ... 
:FACULTY O:F SCHOOL O:F RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

J. M. PRICE, A.M., Tb.M. 
Ph.D., LL.D. 

Principles ef Rei. Edu. 

ANN BRADFORD, A.M., M.R.E. 
Elementary 

Religious Education 

W. L HOWSE, Jr., A.M., D.R.E. 
Administration of 

Religious Education 

MRS. ALPHA McDILL, B.S., M.R.E. 
Social Work 

ROY M. BARNARD, A.M., D.R.E. 
Educational A1ts 

HAZEL MOSELEY, B.S., B.R.E. 
. Secretarial Training 

J. M. PRICE, DIRECTOR OF SCHOOL 

JOE DAVIS HEACOCK, 
A.B., M.R.E. 

Adolescent Rei. E~" 

RALPH D. CHURCHILL, 
B.S., B.S.M., M.R.E. 
Publicity ·Recreation · 

The SCHOOL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION of Southwestern Seminary is thirty-two years old and the 
largest .of its kind in the world. Enrolled the past year- 605. Graduates-101. These came from 28 states and 2 
foreign countries. 

NOTE WELL: This faculty greets those who are engaged in a like ministry 
in New Orleans and Southern Seminaries. We are contrib
utors and comrades-not competitors. 

The imperative need fo r this school is a building which will provide adequate space fo r the use of all the mod
ern equipment essential in t he training of young people dedicated to service in this field. 

PROSPECTIVE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BUILDING 

Over and above gifts by individuals will equip this school-releasing it for the unlimited service it is destined 
to render. 

Anticipated cost of building-$250,000.00 to $300,000.00 

Total cash rec~ived-$35,054.56. Unpaid pledges, approximately $55,952.95 

E. D. HEAD, PRESIDENT 

SOUTHWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
SEMINARY HILL, FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
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Every ~Pilgrim's Progress 

This is the last in a series of four messages on 
"New Men In Christ" being heard on eleven Ar
kansas radio stations through programs by the 
Radio Commission of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. 

By WILFORD LEE 
First Church, Crossett 

It has been facetiously remarked that the 
religious life of some people is like that of 
a wasp- they are bigger at birth than any 
other time of their lives. They look upon the 
initial experience of conversion as the one 
great experience. To them a life in Christ 
is an enclosure, something narrow and re
stricted, rather dull and monotonous. This 
is not true. The life in Christ is a highway, 
progressing, expanding, and alluring. Every 
soul that walks that way is a pilgrim in pro
gress toward "a city which hath foundations 
whose. builder and maker is God." · 

A few weeks ago a speaker made an in
teresting comment on Paul's words in I Cor
inthians 15:10: ('By the grace of God I am 
what I am."· He said there were two other 
statements every Christian could make: first, 
"I am not what I once was"; ~nd second, "I 
am not what I shall be.'~ His remark is true. 
These three affirmations can be made by 
every Christian for they are every pilgrim's 
progress. 
Crace of God Transforms Man 

''By the grace of God I am not what I once 
was.'' Thank Gqd that He does not leave us 
as He finds us. "He that hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ." The marvel of His grace is 
that He transforms all those who come unto 
Him by faith. 

_;In Colossians we hear the Apostle thanking 
God "who hath delivered us from the power 
of darkness and hath translated us into .the 
kingdom of his dear son." So also David the 
psalmist testifies to the fact that God never 
leaves us as He finds us. "He brought me al
so up out of a horrible pit and from the miry 
clay, he put a new song in my mouth even 
praises unto our God." Who would not want 
to praise the God who does that for a poor 
and needy sinner? 

From sinking sand He lifted me, 
With tender.. hands He lifted me, 
From shades of night to plains of light 
0 praise His name! He lifted me! 

But make no nvstake; we neither drift nor 
work into the higher life. Contrary to pupu
lar fancy there is no such thing as evolution 
of the spiritual and religious nature of man. 
A study of the religious history of the race 
clearly reveals the devolution, the degener
ation of the religious life and consciousness. 
Man is not moving invariably to the larger 
life. This is humanism, sheer and simple. 
It is a will-o-the-wisp that lures men to de
struction and perdition. u · life is lifted it 
must be done by a power without. 

Resolution is fruitless. "Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin or the leopard his spots?" 
A dry creek bed cannot resolve to become a 
swelling stream and do so-it takes rain from 
above. A weed path cannot resolve to be
come a fruitful garden and do so-it takes 
the skill ~nd care of a gardener. Nor can a 
sinner resolve to become good and righteous 
and do so-it takes the grace of God. Reso
lution is meaningless unless it is joined by a 
higher power. 
God Responsible for Man's Attainment 

The second milestone in a pilgrim's pro
gress follows: "By the grace of God I am now 

what I am." The Christian evaluates his pres
ent position and says: "What I am today, 
what I have thus far succeeded in becoming, 
is due to the grace of God." 

Yet at his present best there is mueh with
in him that is sinful and imperfect-but that 
is not God's fault. No one would charge God 
with his sin nor. would he hold the Lord re
sponsible for his transgression. Rather he 
would say: "Imperfect as I am I would only 
be more so were it not for God's ~race." 

Through many dangers, toils and' snares 
I have already come 
'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 

While Moody, the evangelist, was walking 
with a friend they passed a besotted drunk 
weaving from one side of the walk to the 
other. While both beheld the sorry sight 
Moody quietly said: "There, but for the grace 
of God, goes Dwight L. Moody." 

Who governs your life? Upon whom are 
you depending today for guidance? Is it an 
all-wise intelligent God of love or blind and 
circumstantial fate? 

There are thousands in otherwise · enlight
ened America today who put their faith and 
money in the superstitious cult of astrology. 
Their creed is this: "i am what I am today 
because Jupiter and Saturn are in conjunc
tion." Benighted indeed are they who bind 
their lives to faith in the twin idols Fate and 
Chance. 

The Christian. says: "I am what I am by 
the power of an intelligible God who says: "Be 
not conformed to this world but be ye trans
formed by the renewing of your minds that 
ye may prove what is the good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God." 

• 
More Beyond 

But the third milestone is the most glor
ious yet: "By the grace of God I am not what 
I shall be.'' · It is said that before Columbus 
discovered the new world the coins of Spain 
carried this inscription: "Ne plus ultra"
Nothing more beyond. But after he returned 
with the news the inscription was changed to 
"plus ultra"- more beyond. 

The glory of the Christian life is this: 
there is always inore beyond. The true Chris
tian is far from being a lover of the status 
quo and never proves reactionary to true pro
gress. The spirit of Jesus has never been an 
opiate, lulling one into dul'l conformity to an 
unrighteous and an unequal world. On the 
contrary, the power of Christ will enable true 
believers.--:.-to use another phrase-"to out live 
and out die" ~ny world system, now or ever. 

The foggy mind of materialistic atheism 
says that a Christian's only hope is "pie in 
the sky when you die." It knows nothing of 
a present tense, salvation. "He that believeth 
on Him hath everlasting life." It knows 
nothing of this grand truth: "Beloved now 
are we the sons of God and it doth not ap
pear what we shall be.'' It knows nothing of 
this assurance : Religion is of service in al:l 
directions. It contains the. promise of life 
both for the present and for the future. 

The Christian's ex:Perience masters all its 
critics. "By the grace of God I am not what 
I shall be." God has not finished with us yet . 
The life in Christ is not static but progressive. 
Our God is working in us "till we come unto 

• a perfect man, ~to the measure of the sta
ture of the ftllness of Christ." Old lives made 
new and new lives made perfect-this is the 
Christian gospel. in Christ, life becomes a 
constant pageant of truimph.' 

This is every pilgrim's progress. Will you · 
join it today? 

Pastor James A. Overton Is Speaker on 
New Arkansas Baptist Radio Series 

Pastor James A. Overton, First Church, Mena, will 
be speaker on four consecutive programs beginning 
May 25 over 11 Arkansas stations carrying the program 
of the Arkansas Baptist Radio Commission. 

The first of the messages by Pastor Overton will 
be on "The Way Made Plain," and is intensely evan
gelistic; the second, "Sunday~s Worship..-Monday's At
titude," deals with a practical problem, and the other 
two, "What's Right With Our ·Churches?" and "Christ's 
Church - The Divine Agency for Building a: Better 
world," seek ~o magnify th~ churches. 

Music will be by the Ouachita College Choir, di
rected by Miss Maxie Cleere. 

The program may be heard every Sunday over: 
' KFFA- Helena, 7:45 a. m. 
KLCN- Blytheville, 8:00 a. m. 
KCLA- Pine Bluff, 8:30 a.m. 
KHOZ- Harrison, 8:30a.m. 
KTFS--Texarkana, 8:45a.m. 
KARK-Little Rock, 10:30 a. m. 
KELD-El Dorado, 12: 15 p. m. 
KFPW- Fort Smith, 12:45 p.m. 
KWFC- Hot Springs, 12:45 p. m. 
KGHI- Little Rock, 2:00p.m. 
KUOA-Siloam Springs, 4:30p.m. Pastor Overton 
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Nursing 

~eht/ ih tAiJ ecupc1rl 

* Can you qualify for a nursing career? 
Check These Requirements 

You should be a high school graduate 
between the ages of 17 and 32, and in ex-

. cellent health. You must pass a thorough 
physical examination, an aptitude test, and 
have a personal interview with the Direc
tor. You are required to have a recom
mendation from your pastor. 

is a highly satisfying 

and well-paid 

profession 

A nursing education will train you to enter a 
respected profession that is compensating financi
ally while giving you the satisfactory experience 
of helping others. You may choose from a wide 
variety of well-paid fields ... such as private duty 
or Public Health nursing, hospital work and Doc
tor's office assistant,. or a nursing administrator 
or teacher. 

During your training at Baptist Memorial Hos
pital, a comfortable room is provided at the Nurses 
Home. Reception and recreation rooms, and a swim
ming pool help make a pleasant home life. Month
ly birthday parties, and frequent teas, dinners and 
class banquets are given. Students receive annual 
physical examinations, and illnesses are cared for 
free of charge by school physicians. A well round
ed religious program is carried out under the di
rection of the Hospital l'.astor. 

/ 

It may open up a new life for you! 
__../' 

SCHOOL OF NURSING 

Baptist Memorial Hospital-Memphis, Tenn. 

PLEASE SEND ME: 

"I'd Lik-e To Know About Nursing" • 

NaJn~---------------------------------

Addres~--------------------------------

City ______________________ _._,tat . .,__ ___ _ 

BAPTIST MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

/ 

I 
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Southern Baptist Convention 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE) 

will be called upon to make this campaign the 
most intensive and thorough of any that 
Southern Baptists have ever undertaken. Sun
day, October 5, was designated as Tithers En
listment Day and all churches will be asked 
to launch the campaign to secure tithers for 
a 90-day period on that day. 

To Study Assembly · 

The Convention approved appointment of 
a committee of one representative from each 
of the Convention's eight states · west of the · 

-Mississippi River to make a study of a West
ern Assembly; and when the committee agrees 
upon a site, it will report to the Executive 
Committee, which was given power to act in 
as far as the action does not conflict with 
the Convention business and financial plan. 

To Study Theological Education 
The Convention approved a committee to 

study a memorial presented by the Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary asking 
Southern Baptists' to receive the Seminary as 
an institution of the Convention. 

The ·committee was appointed- to study the 
whole question of theological education in the 
light of suggestions concerning the establish,. 
ment of a new seminary, and the committee 
was instructed to bring recommendations to 
the 1948 Convention. 

Papers Launch Circulation Campaign 
Calling the state Baptist papers, "the most 

· important implement of the Southern Bap
tist Convention," Df. Newton, chairman of the 
Baptist papers' circulation campaign, report
ed that the combined circulation is approxi
mately 750,000. 

The Convention approved a goal of 1,50'0,-
000 circulation for the state papers by 1950. 
"The state Baptist paper in every Baptist 
home by 1950" is the slogan. 

Study Comity with Northern Baptists 
The Convention accepted a recommenda

tion of the Executive Committee that a com
mittee be named for study of comity between 
Northern and Southern Baptists. 

Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president, and J. C. 

PRESIDENT LoUIE D. NEWTON 

••. Campaigner for Religious Freedom. 

Hazen, secretary of the Northern Baptist 
Convention, both of whom were in attendance 
at the Convention, had requested the Con
vention to name a committee to meet with 
them to study the "fixing of boundaries" for 
territory of the two bodies. 

The Convention named a committee to con
sider a petition from Kansas Baptists for 
membership in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. Kansas has been recognized as a regu
lar Northern Baptist state. 

Race Educatioii -Program Launched 
A long-range educational program almed 

at promoting "racial understanding and en
couraging Christian attitudes" in the solution 
of race problems was adnpted in the report 
of the Committee on Race Relations. The 
committee, established at the 1946 meeting, 
was headed by Dr. J. B. Weatherspoon, pro
fessor at Southern .Seminary, Louisville, Ky~ 

The report which termed a .continuance df 
"un-Christian discrimination" it). race rela-

DR. w. A. CRISWELL 

· ... Preacher of Convention Sermon on ·"Our 
All-Sufficient Saviour." 

tionship as a major threat to the nation's 
morals introduced a ·list of principles of con
duct toward Negroes, the observance of which 
is "impelled by every co.nscience." 

The principles of conduct are: 
"We shall think' of the Negro as a person 

and treat him accordingly. 
"We shall continually, strive as individuals 

to conquer all prejudice and eliminate from 
our speech terms of contempt and from our 
conduct actions of ill-will. 

"We shall protest against injustice and in
dignities against Negroes, as we do in the 
case of people of our own race, whenever and 
wherever we meet> them. 

"We shall teach our children that preju
dice is un-Christian and that g,ood will and 
helpful deeds are the duty of every Christian 
toward all men of all races. 

"We shall be willing for the Negro to en
joy the rights granted to him under the Con
stitution of the United States, including the 
right .to vote, to serve on juries, to receive 
justice in the courts, to be free from mob 
violence, to secure a just share of the benefits 
of educational and other funds, and to re-
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DR. DUKE K. McCALL 

. the Eexcutive Committee's Capable and 
Versatile Secretary. 

. / 

ceive equal service for equal payment on 
public carriers and conveniences. 

"We shall be just in our dealing with the 
Negro as an individual. Whenever he is in 
our employ we shall pay him an adequate 
wage and provide for him healthful working 
conditions. 

"We shall strive to promote community 
good will between the races in every way pos
sible. 

"We shall actively cooperate with Negro 
Baptists in the building up of their churches, 
the education of their ministers, and the pro
motion of their missions and evangelistic pro
grams." 

Large Enrollment in Schools 

Southern Baptist schools and colleges, with 
47,763 students, have the largest enrollment 
in their history, according to the report of 
the Education Commission. The report at
tributed the increase largely to the presence 
of 15,626 veterans. Ministerial students in 
Baptist schools number 5,126, senior· colleges 
and universities report 2,606 ministerial stu
dents, while the seminaries have 1,744, jun
ior colleges have 675, and the academies have 
101. 

Campaigns are in progress in nearly all 
states for expansion of service in Baptist 
schools and colleges. The campaigns are as 
follows: for seminaries, $10,000,000; for col
leges and universities, $36,592,790; for junior 
colleges, $2,581,640; for academies, $303,'000. 

Organizations Show Record Enrollment 
Southern Baptist Sunday Schools had a to

tal enrollment of 3,738,924 in 1946, largest in 
the history of the denomination, according 
to the report of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. There was an increase of 213,614 dur
ing the year. The number of Sunday Schools 
increased 467 during the year bringing the 
total to 25,435. · 

Training Union enrollment climbed 99,527 
during the year to reach a total of 802,859. 
More than 2,000,000 persons attended 13,145 
Vacation Bible Schools. 

Mission Boards Have Ambitious Plans 
The Home Mission Board reported a total 

of 920 missionaries with 87 new appointees. 
Total conversions in 1946 were 27,474. One 

(OONTINUED ON PAGE ELEVEN) 
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c HUR c H us rc 
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THEME: Hq-/4ct.ting tJ 1/tuJictJI CAu/4cA " 
First Baptist Church-Little Rock, Arkansas 

)u~te 9-10 
Sponsored by Religious Education Department 

ARKANSAS.BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION, 203 RADIO CENTER, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

REGISTRATION FEE, INCLUDING TWO MEALS, $1.50 

CONTESTANT'S FEE, INCLUDING ON~ MEAL, $0.75 

PROGRAM 
MONDAY 
MORNING 

9:00 Registration 
9:30 Convention Call 
9:40 Make His Praise Glorious 

10:00 Vocal Development---
J. Campbell Wray 

11 :00 Panel Discussions 
Congregational Singing-

James Humphrey 
Music for SS and TU-Rev. Rel Gray 
The Pastor and Church Music-

Paul Fox 
Brotherhood Chorus-Roland Leath 
Selections by Male Chorus from First 

Church 

NOON 
Luncheon Served by Ladies of First Church 

AFTERNOON 
1:00 "Let All the People Praise Thee" 
1 :30 Vocal Methods ___________ Prof. Wray 

3:30 How to Teach Notation __ Odessa Holt 
4:00 Establishing Youth Choirs-

Jean Prince 
4':30 Rehearsal for Festival ____ Prof. Wray 
6:00 Supper 

EVENING 
7:30 Church Music Festival 
8:30 Address ______________ R. C. Campbell 

Benediction 

TUESDAY 
JUNIOR AND INTERMEDIATE DAY 

MORNING 
9:00 Registration and Drawing 
9:30 Praise and Prayer 
9:50 · Greetings to Juniors and Intermediates 

10:00 Hymn-Playing Contest (Juniors) 
11:00 Hymn - Playing Contest <Intermed

iates) 
12:00 Luncheon served by Ladies of First 

Church 
PROF. J. CAMPBELL WRAY 

-Demonstrations by Youth and Adult 
Groups Announcement of Awards 

Closing Services 
Benediction 

Head of Department Church Music, 
3 :00 The Organists Contribution- Southwestern Seminary, 

• 

Mrs. Henry Harris Ft. Worth, Tex. 

, 
-

Two Days· Packed Wilh Powe .. 
For· Pastors, Educational Directors, Music Directors, Organists, Choir Singers, Song Leaders, Depart

mental Pianists, Leaders of Yauth Choirs, Junior and Intermediate Pianists. 

• Sol-et Us Grow! 

I 

• 
Fa-n in Step With Marching Baptists 

Me-et the Challenge 

Re-view Your Church's Musical Needs 
( 

Do-Come Early 
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hundred thirty-one new churches were organ
ized and 361 missions opened. 

The Foreign Mission Board reported 62 new 
missionaries appointed in 1946 making a to- · 
tal of 565 active missionaries in 18 foreign 
fields. 

Marked progress was reported in sending 
missionaries back to war areas. Already 137 
have returned: to China, one has returned to 
Japan, and plans are under way for others 
to follow. One couple is in Spain and an
other in Italy. Several additions have been 
made to the staff in the near East. 

The report said that Southern Baptists 
have never confronted such wide-open doors 
of opportunity as are now in such areas as 
Latin America, Nigeria, and the Hawaiian -
Islands. ".Our total resources co~ld be de
voted to them alone and still the calls would 
not all be met," the report stated. 

At tpe request of messengers an offering 
was taken for foreign relief at the end of 
an informative and challenging program pre
sented ·by the Foreign Mission Board. The 
offering totaled $5,077.03: At the request of 
Dr. R. Paul Caudill, First Church, Memphis, 
who felt that someone present might want 
to give his ·life for mission service, an invi
tation was extended. Fourteen young people 
came forward. 

Told Children Need Bible Teaching 
Robert S. Kerr, director of the Southern 

Baptist Founaation and former governor of 
Oklahoma, told the Convention it · has "the 
most important and most attractive message 
for the youth of the twentieth century of 
any organization on earth." 

"I fear we are permitting the fast-moving 
pace of this modern world to deprive youtlr 
of their greatest need-the Bible," he said. 
"Man cannot have a Christian citizenship 
without the teaching of the Bible. There 
cannot fail to be a Christian citizenship where 
the Bible is taught. The greatest fields fer 
our endeavors of tomorrow are in our own 
homes and Sunday School ciasses and to 
the extent that we succeed in these fields we 
will succeed beyond them. We live in the 
presence of our unfinished tasks." 

Newton Re-elected 
Dr. Newton was re-elected president of the 

Convention by a unanimous vote. Dr. C. 
Oscar Johnson, pastor of Third Church, St. 
Louis, and Dr. Thomas V. McCaul, pastor pf 
First Church, Gainesville, Fla., were elected 
vice presidents. Porter W. Routh and Joe 
Burton, both of Nashville, Tenn., were re
elected secretary and associate secretary, re
spectively. 

1948 ~eeting Place 
The 1948 Convention will be held at Mem

phis, Tenn., May 19-23. Dr. W. R. Pettigrew, 
pastor, Walnut Street Church, Louisville, Ky., 
was chosen as the Convention speaker, with 
Dr. Hershel Hobbs, p a s t o r , Dolphin Way 
Church, Mobile, Ala., as alternate. 

Greetings From Russia 
The Convention exchanged greetings by ca

blegram with Russian Baptists. The follow
ing cablegram from Dr. Jacob Zhidkov, pres
ident of the All-Union Council of Evangelical 
Baptists of the U. S. S. R., was read: 

"We send hearty greetings to the Southern 
Baptist Convention. We pray our Lord to 
rain his blessings and wish success for your 
every effort. Advance his Kingdom in an 
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Many Stormy Sessions For 

/llJtcl'ic Ccnllenticn ~111lel 
The gavel used by President Louie D. Newton in calling the Convention to order 

is one of the most historic gavels in America. On duty at 74 of the 90 meetings of 
the Convention held in 16 of the states, it has been used by 20 of the 23 presidents 
during the 102 years of the Convention's history; in fact, every session since 1872. 

At the 17th meeting of the Convention at Raleigh, N. C., May 9, 1872, Dr. 
James P. Boyce, acting president, received the gavel from Dr. John A. Broadus, 
who had just returned fr:om an extended trip to Europe and Palestine. The session's 
minutes show: 

"Its handle is made of the balsam tree which grows by the River Jordan, 
forming a large part of that beautiful fringe of green trees which has always marked 
the banks of the sacred river, and beneath whose shade the multitudes looked on 
as the Saviour was baptized. The head is of olive wood, reminding us of the 
Mount of Olives from which He ascended to Heaven. This simple mallet thus sug
gests to us the beginning and the end of our Lord's public work on earth." 

The broad silver band covering the handle near the head was not there when 
first presented to the Convention. It was during a stormy session that the pre
siding officer pounded the table so heavily to maintain order that he actually broke 
the slender and somewhat delicate handle. 

the earth. We are grateful for your fellow
ship as fellow :eaptists. ~ 

"To our great sorrow, representatives of 
the All-Union Council of Evangelical Baptists 
of the U. s. S. R. cannot be with you· as meet
ings our pastors planned for February and 
March were postponed to April. Hearty thanks 
for your invitation. Yours in Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 

Dr. Newton's reply to Dr. Zhidkov, endorsed 
by the Convention, read: "Greetings from 
the Southern Baptists in annual session. Your 
message is gratefully acknowledged. We re
gret your inability to come. The Convention 
unanimously expresses thanks for the gift of 
a chalice from our Russian Baptist brothers 
and sisters. Grace Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you!" 

The gold chalice from the First Baptist 
Church of Moscow was presented to the Con
vention by Dr. Newton. He told the Con
vention that when.. he visited the Moscow 
church last summer, it voted to present the 
chalice to the American Baptists as a token 
of friendship. 

Made in the 14th cen:tury, it was purchased 

about 100 years ago in Florence, Italy, by a 
Georgian Baptist, and later removed to Mos
cow. 

While Dr. Newton was visiting the Moscow 
church, the chalice was used in the ceremony 
of the Lord's Supper. 

Birthday Greetings to President 
Messengers voted to send a message to 

President Truman extending sincere greeting 
on his 63rd birthday, which he observed May 
8, and to express ·appreciation for the great 
service he is rendering and to assure him of 
"our prayers to the end that he be given wis
dom for his problems, guidance in his deci
sions, and strength for his tasks." 

The following telegram from the Presi
dent was · read to the assembly: 

"I am deeply touched by the birthday 
greetings which you sent in behalf of 8,359 
messengers from the 20 states attending the 
90th session of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. In these difficult days it is heartening 
and encouraging to receive the assurance that 
I am remembered in the prayers of my fellow 
Baptists. Please extend: my warmest felici
tations to all in attendance at the meeting." 

Arkansans on Southwide Boards 
Arkansas Baptists placed on Southwide 

boards and committees at the meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Convention at St. Louis, 
Mo., are: 

Foreign Mission Bol\rd - M. Ray McKay, 
Second Church, Little Rock. 

Home M i s s i on Board-Bruce H. Price, 
Beech Street Church, Texarkana. 

Sunday School Board-0. L. Gibson, First 
Church, Fayetteville. 

Relief and Annuity Board-W. 0. Vaught . 
Jr., Immanuel Church, Little Rock. 

Southwestern Seminary-R. 0. Barker, Lit
tle Rock. 

New Orleans Seminary-T. K. Rucker, First 
Church, Malvern. 

Southern Seminary - Sam Reeves, First' 
Church, El Dorado; C. Z. Holland, First 
Church, Jonesboro. 

Executive Committee-E. L. Compere, Lit
tle Rock. 

Southern Baptist Hospital- E. C. Brown, 
First Church, Blytheville. 

Education Commission-J. R. Grant, Arka
delphia. 

Social Service-T. L. Harris, First Church, 
Camden. 

Radio Commission - A. B. Pierce, First 
Church, Pine Bluff. 

Historical Society - L. C. Tedford, First 
Church, Corning. 

Baptist Brotherhood-Claud L. Durrett, Lit-
tle Rock. 

Public Relations-Brooks Hays, Little Rock. 
WMU Work-Mrs. J. E. Short, Gould. 
Committee on Boards, 1948-T. M. Prince, 

First Church, Parag,ould. 
Baptist Papers-B. H. Duncan, Little Rock. 
Evangelism-W. 0. Vaught Jr., Immanuel 

Church, Little Rock. 
To Consider Kansas Application-M. Ray 

McKay, Second Church, Little Rock. 
Western Assembly - Clyde Hart, Central 

Church, Hot Springs. 
To Study Field of Theological Education 

(New Seminaries) - R. C. Campbell, First 
Church, Little Rock. 
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DISTRICT WMU MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
The eight district WMU meet

ings are scheduled to be held June 
10-20 inclusive, In announcing 
these meetings we would urge ev
ery missionary society to help ad
vertise the meeting of its dis
trict and begin planning for a 
good attendance. The schedule 
follows: 

A SUPREME CHijiSTIAN ACTIVITY 

West Central District-Ft. Smith 
First, Tuesday, June 10. 

Southwest District - Texarkana 
Beech St., Wednesday, June 11. 

Southeast District- Warren, 
Thursday, June 12. 

Central District-Lonoke, Friday, 
June 13. 

Nor t h w e s t District-Harrison, 
Tuesday, June 17. 

North Central District-West 
Batesville Church, Wednesday, 
June 18. 

N or t h e as t District - Central 
Church, Jonesboro, Thursday, 
June 19. 

East Central District 
City, Friday, June 20. 

Forrest 

Annie Annstrong Offering 
For Home Missions 

We have received a total of 
$16,000 for the Annie Armstrong 
Offering for Home Missions as of 
May 14. While the state goal has 
been surpassed we are very anxious 
to have at least a 10 per cent in
crease over gifts of the past year. 
Please glean for this offering and 
remit as soon as possible. 

The Southwide Annie Armstrong 
Offering had reached a total of 
$442,059.61 as of April 20. 

White County RA Conclave 
Twenty-seven hungry boys, to

gether with the counselors of three 
Royal Ambassador Chapters in 
White County, met for a delicious 
supper and Recognition Service 
with First Church, Searcy. Mr. 
Johnson, White County RA leader, 
had charge of the Recogniti<:m 
Service. There were five boys who 
were recognized as pages, two of 
these being from the Searcy Chap- · 
ter and three from the Kensett 
Chapter. In addition to the pages, 
Buddy Huff of Searcy was recog
nized as an Ambassador. The 
chicken supper and feJlowship 
around the table was superb! The 
table was decorated in the Royal 
Ambassador colors of gold, blue 
and white. 

Summer WMU Field Worker 
Miss Kathleen Frink of North 

Carolina, a student at the WMU 

Auxiliary to Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention 

209 Radw Center 

Little Rock. Arkamaa · 

Training School, has been se
cured as summer WMU field work
er. Requests for her services have 
been received from many associ
ational officers and her schedule is 
being arranged. It will not be 
possible for her to cover every sec
tion of the state during June, July 
and August but we are doing our 
best to send her to those who have 
made requests for her services. 

F·ortieth Anniversary 
Broadcast 

One of the features of YW A 
Camp at Ridgecrest this 4'0th an
niversary year is the radio broad
cast .to be made directly from the 
auditorium at Ridgecrest. The 

· regular Baptist Hour on June 22 
at 7:30 a. m. is to be given over 
to this broadcast. · Mrs. George 
R. Martin, president of Southern 
WMU, will be the main speaker 
with visitors from other countries 
giving brief messages and the mu
sic being given by the YW A girls 
themselves. 

Of course, every YW A girl , in 
Arkansas · would like to be present 
for that event-either at Ridge
crest or by her own radio. Dr. 
Lowe, director of the Radio Com
mission of the South,ern Baptist 
Convention wants 1,000 Young 
Woman's Auxiliaries all over the 
South to have breakfast in their 
own churches or in homes and lis
ten to the broadcast. Plan now 
to be a part of this new YW A ad
venture. Plan to invite visitors to 
your breakfast, especially those 
girls whom you know are unsaved. 
If you can't be at YWA camp, 
be sure to be a part of the camp by 
listening on that date. 

Southern WMU Meeting 
Arkansas was one of eight states . 

to have a full delegation of 50 in 
attendance at the annual meeting 

"GO ye therefore, and disciple 
all nations" . . . "GO ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature" . . . "GO out 
quickly into the streets and lanes 
of the city" ... "GO out into the 
highways and hedges, and com
pel them - to come in, that my 
house may be filled" ... "I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should GO and bring forth 
fruit." 

The above words are taken from 
all four of the gospels; and are 
words spoken by Jesus in His 
commahd to His disciples to GO 
where the people are, with His gos
pel. 

Experience in Christian work is 
experience in GOING. God's will 
is that we shall GO. God's work 
is done by those who are willing 
to GO. 

A GOING Brotherhood is a 
Brotherhood which GOES! Con
sider what it will mean in the life 
of any church if its me_n accept 
the responsibility of GOING; GO
ING to bring men into the church 
services and to prayer meeting; 
GOING to bring men in to the 
Sunday School and the Training 
Union; GOING to take the gospel 
to irldividuals in personal soul
winning attempts, or to families 
in cottage evangelistic services; 
GOING to communities where 
there is no Baptist church or Sun
day School; GOING to institutions 
(hospitals, jails, poor farms, etc.) 

in St. Louis. We plan to give a re
port on this meeting in next week's 
issue of the Arkansas Baptist. 

Appreciation for State 
WMU Annual Meeting 

Mrs. Howard Samuels of For
dyce, writes: "The WMU annual 
meeting was wonderful. It was 
my first trip to a state meeting and 
I really enjoyed it. . Every word 
was an inspiration to me and I 
feel I know a little more about 
WMU work than I did. It is all 
new· to me but the more I learn the 
better I like it. 

"The BWC Banquet was lovely. 
Everything about the whole meet
ing made me regret that our en
tire missionary society could not 
be there." 

EAST TEXAS BAPTIST COLLEGE 
MARSHALL, TEXAS 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
.JUNE 3 - .JULY 11 .JULY 14 -AUGUST 22, 1947 

"A planned program for Elementary and Primary Teachers." 
"A maximum of fourteen semester hours may be earned 

towards a degree or a teachers certificate." 

Inquiries should be directed to: H. D. Broce, Presiden' 
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to take the gospel; GOING to in
dustrial establishments or to street 
meetings; GOING to minister with 
t_he Word and with prayer to 
those who are ill or bereaved or 
troubled · or in need; GOING to 
the men of the church""to present 
the claims of Christ in the matter 
of personal stewardship and tith
ing; GOING to other churches to 
help organize the men there in a 
ministry of GOING Churches 
which have GOING programs are 
churches which GO! 

"GO, and do thou likewise!" 

Many Men Are GOING 
The GOING of the men of the 

Brotherhood of1 First Church, Du
mas, has resulted in more than 50 
additions to the church in recent 
months, according to Pastor Ralph 
Douglas. 

The GOING of the men of the 
Brotherhood of First Church, West 
Memphis, is helping the church 
mightily as it leads the whole Ar
kansas Baptist State · Convention 
in baptisms for the current year. 
Brother Aubrey Halsell is pastor. 
J. E. Neal, Brotherhood president, 
writes us: "We have baptized 82 
men the past year. Brotherhood 
had a big part iii this."· 1 

Carson Burks, Brotherhood pres
ident of Lexa Church, writes us: 
"Are En j o y i n g cottage prayer 
meetings." 

GOING is that supreme Chris
tian activity which vitalizes every 
phase of the life and work of a 
church. 

"GO, and do thou likewise." 

HEFFNER ELECTRIC 
1119 BATTERY ST. 

• 
• Bebollt • 
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• Sold • 

Phone 1-8629 
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Arkansas Valley Association 
Is Challenging Mission Field 

By The Superintendent 
A few weeks ago I had the priv

ilege of touring over Arkansas Val
ley Association with Missionary J. 
J. Franklin. I was there one day 
and night, and although I drove 
200 miles in the association, yet 
there were sections we did not get 
to visit. Ill was an interesting ex
perience for me. 

Elaine Has Worthy Progmm 
One of the delightful experi

ences was a visit with the Elaine 
church where I preached the or
dination sermon for three deacons. 
Pastor Harris is leading that 
church in a marvelous way. If I 
am not mistaken they have had 
100 additions within the last year. 
Fift.y some odd have beell baptized 
just recently. 

The church is sending buses out 
into the surrounding country to 
furnish transportation for the peo
ple to attend Sunday School and 
church. Over 100 people. come in 
on the buses. So I can say Bro. 
Harris and his church are ren
dering a great missionary service . 

Lexa Is Doing Mission Work 
I met the good pastor of the 

Lexa church, Bro. Sam McNeal, 
and some of his fine members. The 
record that church is making is 
inspiring indeed. Three years ago 
it was a fourth-time church. Now, 
it is full-time with a pastor living 
on the field. 

They have 170 members and the 
s u n d a y School and Training 
Union average is around 100 each. 
They have an active Brotherhood 
and a live, awake WMU with all 
the auxiliaries functioning. They 
have bought and paid for a pas
tor's home, spent $2,000 on a Sun
day School annex, air-conditioned 
the church, and haye money on 
hand for a butane gas system. The 
church has also furnished Sunday 
School teachers for two small 
churches nearby. Now, I claim 
that- is' a good record. 

Time and space cannot permit 
me to tell about the other churches 
and pastors in the association, all 
of whom, as far as I could learn, 
are right on the job and are writ
ing up some splendid records. 
Work Among the Mexicans 

I do want to tell of some work 
/ that is being carried on among 

some Mexicans that I learned 
about. · To me it is a story of mis-

Department of . 

MISSIONS 
C. W. Caldwell, Superintendent 

sions. Each year a large number 
of Mexicans go over into the delta 
section to pick cotton. About 12 
years ago among a group who 
went was a man by the name of 
Gonzalez. He was - a Christian 
and a Baptis~the product of Bap
tist missionary work in Texas. 
Well, he chose to remain in Ar
kansas. Others have done the 
same thing so that today there 
are more than 100 Mexicans near 
Hughes. 

This Bro. Gonzalez was ordain
ed a few years ago and has been 
conducting services among the 
Mexicans. The Sunday before I 
was in the association he conduct
ed a service with 57 present. He 
works on the farm during the 
week and, of his own accord, tries 
to carry on services among his 
Mexican friends. After further in
vestigation of this work, it might 
be that the Department of Mission 
will give some financial aid. 

Need for More Cli:urches 
Missionery Franklin, Bro. W. D. 

Wallace of Hughes, and I, also 
drove through parts of the asso
ciation where there are large plan
tations. ·We drove through one 
that had 12,00"0 acres in it. Many 
others were practically as large. I 
learned through these men that 
the landowners say they are going 
to have at least 50 per cent of 
their tenants white people. About 
every three miles may be seen Ne
gro church house~, but not one for 
the white people. 

In one section of the county 
there are now about 1,000 white 
people with no church house and 
no preaching except by the asso
ciational missionary in the hQmes 
of the people. We are investigat
ing the possibility of getting a lo
cation, building a house of worship 
(a church was organized last sum
mer), and finding a pastor. Don't 
you think that would be doing 
mission work? Especially when for 

a distance of 25 miles there is no 
Baptist church house for white 
people. 

Harvest Is White 
- As a whole, Arkansas Valley As

sociation is doing a great work. 
But there are sections yet unreach
ed. Bro. Franklin is doing his best 
to reach these neglected areas. I 
will probably be with him two 
weeks this summer for a revival. 
My, there is mn<;h to do! • Giving 
larger amounts to the Cooperative 
Program will hasten the harvest 
in these mission fields. 

Heard at the Missionary 
Conference 

The fellowship, inspiration and 
information, as well as recreation 
enjoyed at the conference sends us 
back to our work more determined 
and ready for a great task. A 
great idea and should be done 
again.-W. H . Lansford, Little Red 
River Association. · 

• • • 
The missionary spring retreat 

has been very helpful for fellow
ship, recreation, information, and 
inspiration. It has given us many 
ideas that will be helpful to us in 
promoting our work.-Louis Gus
tavus, Trinity Association. 

• • • 
This meeting fulfilled a long-felt 

need. We learned how the other 
missionaries thought and worked. 
A pattern of mission work through
out the state was clearly outlined 
along lines of thinking common 
among all the · brethren. - A. A. 
Brady, Benton County Association. 

* * * 
The conference has been a pe

riod of rest and spiritual uplift. 
The fellowship has been delight
ful. I hope the conference will be
come an annual affair.- S. M. 
Cooper, Independence Association. 

WM. T. STOVER CO. 
Trusaea 

Abdominal Supporters 
Twoway Stretch Elastic 

Hosiery 
Sick Room Supplies 

Infra Red Lampa 

718 MAIN ST. LITTLE ROCK 
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Jtgure3 lo -.Jn3pire 
May 11, 1947 

Church Addns. 
Arkadelphia, First ----- 2 
Bauxite, First --
Benton, First ---------

Including Mission --
Camden, First ----------
Conway, First ------------
Dumas, First --------------- 26 

Including Mission ___ _ 
Dyess , Central ------------
El Dorado Churches: 

First ----- ----- 2 
West Side ---------- 1 

Fordyce, First ---------------- 3 
Fort Smith, First --------- 10 
Hot Springs Churches: 

P a rk Place _____ 9 
Second ---- - - 3 

Including Mission __ 
J a cksonville ------------------- 3 
Little Rock Churches 

Baptist Tabernacle _ 1 
Bellevue -----
Calvary ---- ---- 7 
Immanuel ----- 10 
Plainview --------------
Pulaski Heights -------- 1 
Martindale -----
Second -------- 5 
South Highland __ 1 

McGehee, First ___ 1 
Monticello Churches: 

First -- ----- ----- 2 
Second --------- 

Norphlet, First 
N . Little Rock Churches: 

Ba ring Cross 8 
Including Mtsslon __ 

Biddle ------- 
Douglasville ----- -- 7 
Park Hill --- - - - - --- 30 
Sylvan Hills ------ 3 

P a ragould, First ----- 1 
P aris, F irst - ---- ---
Pine Bluff Churches: 

' First - - ---------- ---------- 2 
Including Mission __ _ 

Matthews Memorial __ 
Second -------

Rogers , F irst --- ---- 1 
Searcy, First -----------------
Siloa m Springs, First ___ _ 
Sprin gdale, First 8 

Including Mission ___ _ 
Stamps, Firs t ---- ---- --
Stut t gar t , First -------
Warren Churches: 

First --------------- ----------
Immanuel - ----------------

S.S. T.U. 
461 189 
382 139 
615 188 
675 
548 112 
373 92 
363 78 
445 
111 91 

821 175 
264 101 
355 126 
985 372 

590 135 
585 126 
669 
197 92 

480 100 
65 

153 47 
1116 294 

121 76 
462 65 

54 30 
800 
296 98 
452 118 

221 44 
149 
258 

569 225 
622 244 

42 25 
245 97 
150 34 
125 42 
645 267 
300 148 

787 224 
849 271 
122 62 
207 42 
303 94 
317 80 
309 149 
359 169 
474 
226 83 
282 102 

416 80 
128 76 

fie 11 1tui'Je 
Few occupations today offer 

the opportunity for service to 
humanity that the Graduate 
Nurse enjoys. 

A nurse may enjoy life-long 
economic independence, for her 
services always will be in de
mand. 

Mather School of Nursing at 
Southern Baptist Hospital of
fers unusual opportunities. It 
is affiliated with Tulane Uni
versity in the education of its 
students; and the Hospital 
pays the tuition fees. 

We can admit 100 young 
women in the September class. 
Early applicants may be. as
sured of acceptance. 

Address: 

The Directress 
Southern Baptist Hospital 

New Orleans 15, Louisiana 
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CUSTOMER 
THE SAVI 

rROM OUR DISTRIBUTION 01' 
GOVERNMENT-GENERA T 

a by-product of flood control dams, electric power is 
ted and sold by the Government to private companies 

the Southwest, including our company. 

e buy this power, at the .Price set by the Government, and 
glad to help utilize our natural resources and help develop 

E DO · NOT MAKE 
ONEY :FROM THIS 

--:::::-

WEB :FOR THIS REASON: 
We operate under direction of the Arkansas Public Service 
Commission. Under tneir ruling, our earnings are Jt'mited 
to 6% of the money prudently invested by us in our property, 

determined by the Commission. 

Any excess above t.his 6% goes into a fund over which we 
ve no control, and which is distributed by the Commission 

to our customers when it reaches ample proportions. 

Hence, when we buy power from Government dams in which 
we have no investment, we do not make any profit from its 
sale because we pass on to the customer any savings that 
accrue to us in the purchase of this power, and besides, our 
earnings are permitted only on money prudently :!nvested in 
our property. 

D PO · 

·--

Therefore, our customers get all benefits from Government-generated power distrib
uted by us. We gain nothing in profits, but we do want this power because it helps 

us prQvi~e pettel" seryice to our ~U!.~9~~ 
. . ' 

ER! 

' ' 

ARKANSAS POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 
HELPING BUILD ARKANSAS 

.-
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Sin Destroys Foundations of 
Israel's National Strength 

By R. pAUL CAUDILL 

The fall of the Northern King
dom constitutes one of the dark
est chapters in the history of the 
Hebrew people. It hardly seems 
possible that a people who had 
been the recipients of so many di
vine blessings could fall so low in 
so short a period of time. As one 
surveys the a:trcount of the reigns 
of the evil kings preceding the fall 
of the kingdom, there are next to 
no reminders of the salutary im
pact of the mighty men of God 
who had gone before them. 

The Reign of Sin 
The reigns of Zachariah, Shal

lum, Menahem, and Pekahiah may 
be characterized as "the reign of 
sin." Of Zachariah it is said: 
"And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of Jehovah, as his fa
thers had done: he departed not 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, wherewith he made 
Israel to sin" (2 Kings 15 :9). Lit
tle is said of the reign of Shallum, 

·for he reigned but one month. 
Nevertheless, we know that he , 
ascended the throne through con
spiracy -and by the s I a y i n g of 
Zachariah the king. 

Shallum was assassinated by 
Menahem, the son of Gadi, and 
reigned in his stead for 10 years 
in Samaria. Of him it is said: 
"And he did that which was evil 
in the sight of Jehovah: he de-· 
parted not all his days from the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
wherewith he made Israel to sin" 
(2 Kings 15: 18). 

Menahem was followed by Peka
hiah, his son, as king. Of him it 
is said: "And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of Jehovah: 
he departed not from the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, where
with he made Is;rael to sin." In 
Pekahiah as in Menahem and 
Shallum the pattern of evil went 
unchanged. 

The two-year reign of Pekahiah 
was cut short by the conspiracy of 
Pekah, the son of Remaliah, Peka
hiah's captain. Pekah smote Pe
kahiah in the castle of the king's 
house in Samaria and seized the 
throne in his stead. Of Pekah, as 
of his predecessors, it was said: 
"And he did that. which was evil 

Sunday Schoo~ Lesson · 
For May 25 

2 Kings.17:5-12, 22-23; Isa. 28:1-4 

in the sight of Jehovah: lie depart
ed not from the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, wherewith he 
made Israel to sin" (2 Kings 
15:28). 

It was in the days of Pekah-CPe
kah ·reigned 20 years over Israel 
and Samaria) that Tiglath-Pileser, 
king of Assyria, came and took 
!jon, Abelbethmaacah, Janoah, Ke
desh, Hazor, Gilead, Galilee and 
all the land of Naphtali, carrying 
away the people captive to As
syria. Following this, Pekah who 
gained his throne by conspiracy 
and at the hand of the assassin, 
fell himself by the hand of Hoshea, 
and Hoshea reigned in his stead. 

It is a sorry picture from begin
ning to end-the era that preced
ed the fall of the Northern King
dom. The national leaders, un
mindful of the laws and the will 
of Jehovah heaped si~ upon sin. 

The Apostle Paul said in Ro
mans 6: 12: "Let not sin there
fore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey the lusts 
thereof: neither present your 
members unto sin as instruments 
of unrighteousness." The kings of 
Israel did what Paul said should 
never be done by the children of 
God. They not only let sin reign 
in their mortal bodies; they led an 
entire nation into a woeful reign 
of sin that continued in unbroken 
line from kingship to kingship un
to the end. 

The Wages of Sin 

In Romans 6:23 Paul says, "For 
the wages of sin is death," and 
again in Galatians 6:7-8 he said, 
"Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth his own flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth unto the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap eternal 
life." 

In the fall of the N or t h e r n 
Kingdom we have a graphic illus
tration of the wages of sin. Let 

DO YOU BAVE 

DIPSY 'DOODLE? 
Wood Manufacturing Company El Dorado, Ark. 

the reader turn to 2 Kings 17 and 
read verses 7 through 18 for the 
fuller picture. 

It was in the ninth year of 
Hoshea king of Israel that the 
king of Assyria came and took Sa
maria and carried Israel away un
to Assyria in captivity. "And it 
was so," we read, "because the 
children of Israel had sinned 
against Jehovah their God, who 
brought them up out of the land 
of Egypt from under the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had 
feared other gods, and walked in 
the statutes of the nations, whom 
Jehovah cast out from before the 
children of Israel, and of the kings 
of Israel, which they made." 

The children of Israel had built 
"high places" throughout their 
city and set up "pillars and Ash
erim" upon the high hills through
out the realm. Upon these high 
places they burnt incense "as did 
the nations whom Jehovah carried 
away before them." · General wick
edness prevailed throughout the 
land. Idols were served notwith
standing the fact that Jehovah 
had said unto them "Ye shall not 
do this thing." 

Still Jehovah continued to ap
peal to Israel to turn back unto 
His ways. Through prophet and 
seer the message went out unto 
them: "Turn ye from your evil 
ways, and keep my command
ments and my statutes, accord
ing to all the laws which I com
manded your ' fathers, and which 
I sent to you by my servants the 
prophets." 

Is rae I would not hear, but 
"hardened their neck, like to the 
neck of their fathers, who believed 
not in Jehovah their God." 

They· rejected God's statutes 
and His covenant that had been 
made \\7ith their fathers. They 
disregarded the testimonies of Je
hovah and following vanity they 
"became. vain and went after the 
nations that were round about 
them." They even went so far as 
to use "divination and enchant
ments'l and "sold themselves to 
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do that which was evil in the sight 
of Jehovah." 

Finally Jehovah became "angry 
with Israel, and removed them out 
of his sight" and Judah alone was 
left for a witness unto Jehovah. 

As_ the Prophets Foretold 

The fall of the Northern King
dom need not to have come un
expectedly to Israel. Fervently the 
prophets had pleaded for a return 
to the ways of Jehovah . . In words 
of stern denunciation Isaiah had 
cried out against Ephraim and 
Judah. 

"Woe to the crown of pride of 
the drunkards of Ephraim, and to 
the fading flower of his glorious 
beauty ... The crown of pride of 
the drunkards of Ephraim shall be 
trodden under foot" Usa. 28: 1-4). 

Let the nations of today hear 
these words of the prophet Isaiah. 
The wages of sin is still death, and 
the nation that turns its back up
on the ways of Jehovah shall one 
day go down to an ignoble end 
even as did the nation of Israel. 
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* - STATE CONVENTION * 
B. L. Bridges, General Secretary, 200 Radio Center, Little Rock, Ark. 

BLACK IS NOT WBITE 
Mr. Harold Stassen, a prominent leader among Northern Baptists, and 

former governor of Minnesota, was a guest speaker in the Southern Baptist 
Convention. In his remarks, Mr. Stassen said that he did not approve of the 
Southern Baptist Convention resolution on the recall of President Truman's 
representative to the Vatican, Mr. Myron C. Taylor; and the resolution prd=" 
testing the use of tax money for transporting children to religious schools. 
Then he added that he did adhere to the doctrine of the "separation of church 
and state." 

Mr. Stassen did not elaborate upon these statements. Personally we 
are unable to reconcile the two statements. We do not understand how one 
can believe in the "separation of church and state," and yet belie_ve in the 
state using tax money to support churches and church enterprises. 

We believe that black is black, and that white is white, but we do not be
lieve that black is white. For a man to say that he believes in the "separation 
of church and state," and then say he disapproves a resolution protesting tlte 
use of tax money for church enterprises, is to say that white is black. 

We cannot reconcile the statements. Such statements, however, may 
inspire many Roman Catholics to cast their votes for the maker of the state
ments. Such statements constitute a glaring contradiction. 

Dr. Compere Available 
Dr. J. s. Compere, Corning, is constantly 

gaining strength. Although he has retired 
from the active pastorate, he is better able to 
preach than he has been for some time. ms 
health is good, and he has his regular periods 
for study. He can supply your pulpit. 

You can reach him by writing him at Corn
ing. Dr. Compere is a mighty- preacher. When 
he finishes his ~;ermon you will not only feel 
that you have heard a well roUnded discourse, 

. but you will also know that you have been 
instructed, and inspired by· his message. 

Tribute to H. L. Lipford 
Billy Rogers, of Earle, writes us of the work 

done by the former pastor, H. L. Lipford. Bro. 
Rogers laments that they have been slow to 
publish their appreciation of Bro. Lipford. 
Here are some of the gains that the church 
made under his ministry. 

When Bro. Lipford went to Ear I e , the 
church was giving about 15 per cent of its 
receipts through the Cooperative Program. It 
is now giving 32 per cent. Bro. Lipford led 
the church in building the present education
al building which is well planned and well 
constructed. He led in the establishment and 
development of two mission points which are 
still striving. 

The church purchased a pastor's home val
ued at . $6,500 during Bro. Lipford's ministry 
there. The present enrolment is 560 resident 
members. This represents an increase of 
about 150 during his ministry. The church 
leads the other churches of the association. 
The church greatly appreciates the construc
tive ministry and the pungent preaching of 
Bro. Lipford. 

The friends of Bro. Lipford will be glad to 
know that his health is improving. He ex- · 
pects to be able to become active again within 
the next few months. 

Rev. C. L. Stocks Goes 
To His Reward 

Sunday evening, May 11, after a happy day 
with hls family and fr~ends, who came to see 
him, Bro. C. L. Stocks, crossed the river, to 
be on the other side with his Lord. He was 
the last of the charter members of Norphlet 
Church. 

Although Bro. Stocks had been in failing 
health for sometime, he seemed unusually 
buoyant and happy all day Sunday. Every 
member of his family had been present at 
sometime during the day. His pastor had 

- called on him during the afternoon. About 
11 :30 at night he suddenly grew worse and 
passed away immediately. 

Bro. Stocks was an ordained preacher for 
nearly 50 years. He had lived at Norphlet 
nearly all of his life. He was always a faith
ful church member, and had a great mission
ary spirit. His pastor, Loyal Prior, conduct
ed the funeral services in the presence of an 
overflowing crowd. 

Tract on Evangelism 
If you need tracts on evangelism, we sug

gest that you write the Sunday School Board 
direct. It is impossible for us to keep enough 
tracts on hand to satisfy the demands. 

If you write this office for tracts, please 
address your requests to Dr. C. W. Caldwell, 
Superintendent of Missions, · 214 Radio Cen
ter, LittlE') Rock. Dr. C a 1 d we 11 will have 
charge of evangelistic tracts. 

A survey of world mission fields is presented 
in the International Review of Missions for 
April 1947. W. Y. Chen reports that in 
March 1947, it was estimated that there were 
2,000 non-Roman Catholic missionaries in 
China compared with 8325 in 1926 and 6059 
in 1936. There are now 6092 Roman Catho
lic missionaries in China. 

115 Brotherhoods 
Our state Brotherhood secretary, Mr. Nel

son Tull, is a "wheel horse." He has been ex
ceedingly busy organizing Brotherhoods. 
When a Brotherhood is organized, Secretary 
Tul1 immediately tries t<) show the organiza
tion the importance of its major work. 

Wherever is it practicable, he conducts a 
revival for a few days, and leads the men in 
doing personal work.. Usually a very fruitful 
revival with a large ingathering 1s the net 
result. 

Secretary Tull has organized 26 new Broth
erhoods, and there are now 115 Brotherhoods 
in the state. Tul1 is a great worker. 

Mrs. J. R. Woods 
Mrs. James R. Woods, Hamburg, recently 

passed to her reward. She was the devoted 
wife of Rev. J. R. Woods, who is a very widely 
known and popular man in Ashley Cpunty. 

Bro. Woods has been state senator, and he 
is a splendid preacher. He is solid, and 
steady. He and Mrs. Woods reared a large 
family of fine children. 

Mrs. Woods has been in failing health for 
sometime. She has been in the Baptist State 
Hospital for treatment more than once. She 
was one of the finest Christian women that 
we ever knew. Our sympathy and prayers 
go out to Bro. Woods. 

S. A. Wiles Wins the Prize 
Rev. S. A. Wiles was the clerk in Indepen

dence Association last year. The Sunday 
School Board gives a prize to the associational 
clerk producing the best associational minutes. 
Bro. Wiles won the highest grade in Arkan
sas last year. The grade given him by the 
Sunday School Board was 106.9 per cent. 
Brother Wiles has recently taken the mission 
work in Central Association and is living at 
Shorewood Hills, Malvern. 

Rev. John Collier was c I e r k of Pulaski 
County Association, and his grade was 106.71 
per cent. Bro. Collier is now pastor st Har
risburg. A close third was Pastor L. C. Ted
ford, Coming, who made a high grade on the 
"Summary" in Current River Association. The 
grade was 105.99 per cent. Other high grades 
were Roy Wright, Caddo River Association, 
103.5 per cent, Rev. H. S. Coleman, Carey As
sociation, "Summary" 95.0 per cent, and Rev. 
M. L. Wallis, Ouachita Association 71.40 per 
cent. 

David P. Dellinger, clerk of Gaston Asso
ciation in North Carolina won the Southwide 
contest for associational minutes with a per-
fect score. / 

Harris and Camden 
Dr. T. L. Harris, pastor, First Church, Cam

den, is making great gains. On a recent Stin
day there were 747 in Sunday School. They 
have had a great revival iii which there were 
more than 100 additions, more than 80 for 
baptism. This is a great church, a great field, 
and a great pastor. 
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